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" THE WHITE HOUSE |
WASHINGTON

February 3,2008

1 -‘leFORMATION :
‘ MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: DAN MEYER | |
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

SUBJECT:  LEGISLATIVE CORRESPONDENCE SUMMARY v s
' ...~ MAIL RECEIVED JANUARY 28T“ THROUGH FEBRUARY 1ST

.BUDGET
. Chalrman John Spratt (D SC-05) and Senator Kent Conrad (D ND) :
o ‘‘urge you to submit a budget that is realistic, comprehenSIve and fiscally dISCIplmed SpeCIﬁcally
= “realistically account for all projected federal costs.”
, » “achieve a balanced budget using realistic projections.”
o “ready to meet and work with members of your Administration on a ﬁscally responSIble budget that
: w11] promote economic growth and address the other challenges facmg our nation.”

L. AMajorIty Leader Steny Hoyer (D, MD- 05), Representatlve Tom Davrs (R VA-11), Delegate Eleanor g
St ‘Holmes Norton (D, District of Columbia), and 7 House members (6 Democrats; 1 Republlcan) :
o f‘writing to.ask that _you embrace this principle of pay parIty for members of the armed serv10es and the
. _civilian'Federal workforce.” : o
: "o'-_ “equal pay adjustment in 2009 will send the Important message that the services ClVlllal’lS and thtary
personnel prOVIde t0 America every day are hIghly Valued ” SERCIS

e Representatlve DOl‘lS Matsul (D, CA-05), Representatlve Chris Smith (R, NJ- 04), Representatlve :
e Stephame Herseth Sandlm (D, SD-At Large), and 47 Representatives (45 Democrats;’ 2 Repubhcans)

oo o0 “request that'you provide robust funding for the National Children’s Study in your. fiscal year 2009 - _

- budget request so that this landmark healthcare initiative can continue to grow and develop crucral to -

allow existing centers to reach their potential; to build on the twenty-two new centers Inaugurated th1s

year tO contmue enrollmg chlldren in the sample set; and to begin generatmg data : : ‘

FUTUREGEN :
e Senator chk Durbin (D, IL), Senator Barack Obama (D IL), and 8 House members (5 Democrats, 3
Republicans)

o “ Secretary of Energy informed a bipartisan, bicameral gathering of the Illinois Congress Delegatlon thatv

| he would not release a Record of Decision (ROD) on FutureGen .. [and] stated h_e was gOIng to scrap
your signature clean coal initiative, redesign it, and recompete it.”

o “he refused to delay his announcement in order for us to help address outstandmg issues with the _
Department of the Alliance.” :

o “Secretary released a statement which indicated that hIs reluctance to move forward ... was due to cost
increases in the past five years. Yet when ... assured that we were prepared to provrde adequate fundlng :
and to resolve any other outstanding issues ... he unequivocally refused.”

© o “We feel that the Secretary misled us and the people of Illinois, creating false hope ina FutereGen
| pI‘O_]CCt which he had no intention of funding or supporting.”
. o  ‘“urge you to keep FutureGen on track, so that thIS project can begin construction and become a reahty



AMERICAN COMPETIVENESS INITIATIVE (ACI)
. Representatwe Judy Biggert (R, IL-13), Representatwe Ralph Hall R, TX-04) and 4 House Republlcans
. o “strong advocates of ACI ... and we commend you for your continued commitment to 1ncreasmg the
- federal government s investment in the scientific research critical to Amerlca s economic growth and
competitiveness.”
o “Congress failed to match your commitment ... providing less than you requested for science agencies
.. [so] urge you to include $300 million in your fiscal year 2008 emergency supplemental

appropriations request for the DOE Office of Science and the research, scientists and engineers, unique
user facilities, and international collaborations that it supports.”

UKRAINE
e Representative Robert Wexler (D, FL-19) and Representative Elton Gallegly (R, CA-24)

o “support the efforts of Ukraine’s leadership which has in unison expressed unequivocally its desires to
build on their nation’s democratic progress and further integrate into NATO and Euro-Atlantic
institutions.”

o “have an historic opportunity to integrate Ukraine into the main transatlantic security institution at the
Bucharest Summit and send a clear signal to all Ukrainians that they are an integral part of the
transatlantic community ... essential that your Administration not only reiterate the American position
‘that NATO should leave the door open to those democratic states who meet membership
requirements,” but openly advocate for Ukraine’s NATO.”

o “Ukraine’s future membership in NATO would further consolidate democracy, peace and stability in
Europe ... they would be a model for countries in Eastern Europe.”

|

H-2B VISA PROGRAM .
¢ Representative Bart Stupak (D, MI-01), Representative Jim Gerlach (R, PA-06), Senator Barbara
- Mikulski (D, MD), Senator Joe Lieberman (I, CT), 27 Senators (17 Republicans; 10 Democrats) and 62
Representatlves (33 Democrats; 29 Republicans)

o “ask that you, the Department of Homeland Security, and the Department of Labor work with Congress
to ensure that small businesses throughout the country can keep their doors open this year.”

o “the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) has already received enough applications to
exceed the cap for H-2B visas for the second half of FY 2008 ... thousands of small businesses with
peak seasons in late spring and summer will be locked out of the visa process ... need to extend the
returning worker program to help these businesses fill their seasonal labor needs and keep full-time

Americans working ... businesses will face labor shortages and increased economic hardship this year.”

o “request that you, as President, use your Executive Authority to direct the Departments of Homeland
Security and Labor to continue the H-2B returning worker program as outlined in 2005 legislation.”

FARM BILL
¢ Representative Jeff Flake (R, AZ-06), Representative Jeb Hensarling (R, TX-05), Representative Paul
Ryan (R WI-01)
o ‘“urge you to veto any Farm Bill reauthorization conference report that funds agriculture programs by
 raising taxes, fails to substantlvely reform current U.S. farm programs, and is not fiscally responsible.”
o “House and Senate versions ... finance billions in new spending with various tax increases, expand or
add new unnecessary farm programs, lack the refornis your Administration has identified as necessary

and include numerous trade distorting provisions that would jeopardize existing U.S. trade agreements.”

MEXICO
. Representatlve Henry Cueller (D, TX-28) and Representative Mlchael McCaul (R, TX-10)

o “traveled to Mexico ... [and] pleased to report our meetings left us with a favorable impression of the
commitment made by thé leadership of Mexico who are quite literally putting their lives on the line to
reign in the criminal organizations.” ' '

o “believe your efforts with Mexican President Calderon to develop a cooperative security package is
timely and has the potential to provide a level of synergy which will significantly enhance our National
Strategy for Homeland Security.” : ' /
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Waﬂmgton. BC 20515
' January 28,2008
b"'The-IVPresident‘ TR S e N ( .
The White House =~ :
- Washington, DC 20500

| ',Dea.r Mr'. Presivdérit:‘

o | We are writing to urge you to submxt a budget that is reahstlc comprehenswe and ﬁﬁcally
o d1smphned Spemﬁca.lly, we hope your budgct also will:- pe

1) Real;sncallx account for all projected federal costs: None of your pnor
. budgets has fully accounted for expected costs of the war in Iraqg and
- Afghanistan, adjustment of physician payments under Medicare, and B
remedies to the Altenative Minimum Tax. For planning and policy . '
purposes, the 2009 budget request should fully capture all policy proposals
that the Administration supports. Your budget. will set the frdmework for how ’
~ these items are prcacntcd n ths year’s budget process : o

) Achieve a balanged budget using Ied]lSt]C prolccuon We suppon the goal
of a balanced budget. Over the long-term, the federal budget is on an .

unsustainable path, and we have a respon51b111ty to our children and _
grandchildren to guard their econormc futurc by adoptmg pohcxcs that are
fiscally sound. ‘ | -

Given the cconomic conditions and the long term budgetary challenges facmg our nation, thxs
year’s budget is an especially important one. We are ready to meet and work with members of
. your Administration on a fiscally responsible budget that w:ll promote cconom1c growth and .
- address the other cha.l]enges fdcmg our nation. S

S S | - Sincerely, l R
John M. Spratt Jr o ‘ . _'. - Kent Conrad
Chairman o - Chairman

House Budget Committce -~ Senate Budget Comrmttce TR
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- Congress of the Wnited States
IR "'%ou‘ﬁzfuf Representatibes R
masbingtqn; E‘E: 20515

.Tanuarvy‘SO, ZOQE

T ‘Thc‘Honomb(vc Geofge W. Bush,
- . The White House S
i 'Washington, D.C 20500 ‘

' ‘D'ear Mr. President:

. As members of Congress representing tens of thousands of federal ¢ivilian cmployees and mititary|

personnel, we are writing to ask that you embrace the principle of pay parity for members of the - |
- armed services and the civilian Federal workforce in your fiscal year 2009 budget proposal that you -
. will shortly be sending to Congress. R A e -

. _Payparityisnot a new concept. Historically, Congress has expressed strong bipartisan support for
- panily in pay adjustments between our military and federal civilian sectors, due to the essential servicc|-
- military and civilian ‘employees provide to our nation and the vast wage gap thal exists between public|

~ and private sector wages, ‘

- In nearly every year during the past two decades, there have been equal adjustments in the

. compensation of members of the uniformed services and the compensation of civilian employees of )
the United States as a means under the General Schedule system to help achieve pay comparability
between the public and private sector. ' R I

"~ We cannot express strongly enough the importance of continuing the tradition of pay parity
- between military and civilian employees in the coming fiscal year. As we fight the war on terrorism
- at home and abroad, both the armed services and the federal civilian workfarce are integral to B
fulfilling the role of government for the American people. An equal pay adjustment in 2009 will send |
~ the important message that the services civilians and military personnel provide to America cvery day
are highly valued. In additon, the fedcral government is facing a “human capital crisis,” with many
- of our most experienced employees paised to retire. It is critical that we be able to recruit and retain
quality employees in'the future. ’ ’ R T o :

' Thanking you and with kindest personal regards, we are

Sincerely, -

" FHINTTD QNRECYOLED PAPER
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; Tom Daws
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District of Columbia
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@nnﬁtesz of thé Hnited States
Washingtan, BE 20515
 January 29,2008

The Honorable Gcorge W. Bush
" The White House
: ‘sthmgton DC 20500

' —Dear Presndcnt Bush

, Wc write to rcqucst lhdl you pmv1de robuat fundmg for the Natxonal Children’s Study in your .
fiscal year 2009 budget request so that this landmark healthcare initiative can continue to grow ..

- and develop. Investing in the National Children’s Study will yield significant benefits for o
children in future years, and will give the medical community the knuwlcdgc it nccds to conqucr '

- same of the most persmem challen ges to our children’s hca]th

The National Children’s Study is the most comprehensxve long~term study of chx]drcn s health

* ever undentaken in the United States. The Study will follow 100,000 children from beforc birth

' to age twenty-one. Data from the Study will help researchers pinpoint causes of-—and design -

_treatments for—numerous conditions affecting America’s youth, such as premature birth, autism,

_ asthma, developmental delay, diabetes, mental illncss, and learning disorders. These hcalth- _

related benefits will also be complemented by ugmﬁcanl laxpayer savings that will result from
the Study’s data. The Nauonal Institute of Child Health and Human Development estimates that

' the healthcare savings from the N anonal Chxldren s Study could be as great as $9 7 bllhon per -
year. : :

~onall, lhc thlona] Chtld.ren s Study will enroll chlldrcn from over 100 countxes across the
~ United States. Providing robust funding for the Study in fiscal year 2009 is crucial to allow
" existing centers to reach their potential; to build on the twenty-two new centers inaugurated this-
~_ycar; to continue enrolling children in the sample sct; and to begin generating data. Recentnews | =
- from the Study that mmng funds will be used to expand into ten to fifteen additional locations i
' Is ev:dencc that mvcstmg in thns mmatwe today pays both immediatc and ]ong term dnwdcnds
v
“We rccogmzc Lhat you, like Congress are faced with many worthy and c.ompetmg budgetary
priorities. Congress pmvndcd full funding for the National Children’s Study in fiscal year 2008
and we respectfully urge you 1o build on this progress 1o ensure that sufficicnt support is - >
provided for the Study in your budget request for fiscal ycar 2009. We look forward to workmg
with you to ensure that this landmark healthcme initiative rema.mq a pnonty for our Natmn now
and in the future. : ;.

Smccrely,
39%50 M@Ném& it o
T 'DORIS O. MATSUI CHRISTOPHER SMITH HANIE HERSETH SANDLIN

- Member of Congress - Member of Congress Member of angrcss‘ *

PAINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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NDER LEVIN =
embcr of Congress
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] /" PHTE STARK
-~ Member of Congress

HENRY WAXN,
- Member of Congress

RY. ACKERMAN .
ylember of Congress n

LOUISE SLAUGHT:

Member of Congress ;

_ G : RGE MILLER
Member of Congress

‘\Lx

Fowct) MARREY

- Member of Congm.ss ’

KML 5»«7«&

“JIM McDERMOTT
- Member of Congress

DALE KlLDEh
Member of (,ongresq ‘

ELIOT ENGEL
: Ma.mbcr of (‘ongress‘

\' NEIL ABERCROMBIE
“Member of Congress
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ALBERT "~ LEONARD BOSWELL
‘Member of Cangress -~ Memberof Congress

! ; o LOIS CAPPS
ember of Congress § -~ e Member of Congress
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LYNN WOOLSEY. / - carOL _
Member of Congrws - -~ Member of Congress -

_ | ¥  JIMMcGOVERN
Member of Congress -~ = Member of Congress -

PATRICK KENNEDY | KUCINICH
Mcmbcr of Congress

'~ Member of Congress
i 5

PANNY DAVIS
ember of Congress -
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Member of Congress:

‘Member of Congreas

CJOHN TIERNEY  (J ”'CxCENAPOLlTANO | |
S . |

Member of Congress mber of Congress

@&

| | rAMMY BALDWIN
Member of Congress . o N Member of Congress
- WILLIAM DELAHUNT | | JUDY BIGGERT
- Member of Congress- . : ; Memher of Congress

-
BRIAN BAIRD
: _ Member of Congress
" HEAT HER WILSON ‘
‘ ‘Member of Congress . o Member of Congress
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-~ Member of Congress Ry Member of Congress
'SUSANDAVIS e - KEITH ELLISON
- Member of Congress o ‘ _ Member of Congress
| BORDALLO ~ PHILHARE -
: of Congress o , Member of Congress o
BRAD MILLER g MAZIE HIRONO 7

Member of Congress g Member of Congre;s

CHRIS VAN H ~ BEYY SUTTON
Member of Congress ‘ Member of Congress

/¢-4

; TIM WALZ
Member of Congress




Congress of the Tnited States
S Washington, DE 20510~
-\ | ’ January 30, 2008

‘The Honorable George W. Bush - s
- President; United States of America, FRE
“The White House -~
Washington, DC 20501

Dcar Mr. President:

Yesterday, we were informed by your Secretary of Energy that he was radically :
restructuring the FutureGen project -- effectively killing the program in Central Illinois.
As you may recall, FutureGen is the comerstone of your clean coal initiative and a -
project that your Administration has been pushing for more than five years. This project
- will design and construct a commercial scale coal- Iucled power plant with a large-scale

v carbon cdplure and storage capdcuy

Many have argued that this abrupt about 1acc by Secretary Bodman was the dnrect result
~ of the FutureGen Alliance choosing Mattoon, Illinois as the site, over Texas applicants.
While we'd like not to believe this theory, there is no other plausible explanation, As
recently as November 30, 2007, Secretary Bodman assured Members of the Illinois
Congressional Delegation that FutureGen was on track for final approval from the
Department by the end of the calendar year, including a Record of Decision (ROD).
After careful scientific vetting and a comprehensive environmental review, the
FutureGen Alliance chosc Mattoon as the site on December 18, 20()7.

Yesterday, thc Secretary mformed a bipartisan, blcamerdl 0alhcrmg of the Ilinois
Congressional Delegation that he would not release a ROD on FutureGen. - Further, he
stated that he was going to scrap your signature clean coal initiative, redesign it, and
recompete it. And he refused to delay his announcement in order for us to help address
outstanding issues with the Department and the Alliance. This after the community, the -
State of Illinois, private industry, and international partners spent years successfully

* working together to site FutureGen in Mattoon, Illinois and to provide much necded

funding. ,

Last night, the Secretary relcased a statement which indicated that his reluctance to move
forward with the project was due to cost increases in the past five years. Yet when the
Sccretary was assured that we were prepared to provide adequate funding and to resolve
any other outstanding issues between the Administration and the FutureGen Alliance if

he would take steps to move FutureGen forward, he unequ1vocally refused. Given that, it -

is'hard to believe that cost concerns constitute his real objection to this project.



M. President, we have lost confidence in Secretary Bodman. From moving the Rare
Isotope Accelerator project to the back burner (a spmted competition between Illinois -
~ and Michigan) to short-changing our national laboratories to his troubling comments :
~ about ethanol and alternative fuels to this recent FutureGen debacle, he has proventobe .
no ally in our efforts to promote scientific research, address new technology for clean
-energy development and to boost our struggling economy

~ We feel that the Secretary misled us and the p,eopleof Illinois, creating false hope in a
FutureGen project which he had no intention of funding or supporting. We are writing
today to urge you to keep FutureGen on track, so that this project can begm Lonstructlon
and become a reahty

Mr Presndent we, the State of Illinois, and the FulureGen Alhance stand ready to move
this important project forward. It would be unfortunate to wait for the next
Administration to complete the pl’O_]CCt that you announced and have promoted for more

than hve years.
B Sincerely,

Richard J. Durbin . Barack Obama
United States Scnator ‘ United States Senator

é:yCostzfo ’ ' =
ited Stdtes Representatlve .

Rahm Emanucl
United States RepreSentatiye

OMMJ(/QJMV

Danny K. Dgvis Phxl Hare _
United Stat€s Representative United States Represemauve
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Congress of the nited States
- Wastington, BE 20515

- January 29, 2008

The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the United States
The White House = ‘
1600 Pennsylvania Avenuc NW
Washington, DC 20001

PO

Dear Mr. President:

. When you unveiled your American Competitiveness Initiative (ACI) in February of 2006, you

. stated, “Federal investment in research and development has proved critical to keeping =~ |
Amenca’s economy strong by generating knowledge and tools upon which new technologies are
developed.” We agreed with you then, we still agree with you, and we were heartened by your
remarks during last evening’s State of the Union address. We have been strong advocates of the

- ACl since its inception, and we commend you for your continued commitment to increasing the

~federal government’s investment in the scientific research critical to America’s economic growth

©-and competitiveness. ' S - I

Unfortunately, Congress failed 10 match your commitment in each of the last two years, ﬂ

- providing less than you requested for the science agencies critical to the ACL The impact of the
fiscal year 2008 omnibus appropriations bill on one such agency, the Department of Energy’s
(DOE) Office of Science, is particularly troubling, Overall, the budget for the DOE Office of
Science —~ excluding $125 million in earmarked funds in the fiscal year 2008 omnibus —
increased at a rate less than inflation. Funding for a number of programs, including High Energy -

" Physics and the U.S. contribution to the international fusion experiment ITER, declined --
significantly or were cut altogether. N . ok .

The unfortunate consequences of the severe underfunding in the omnibus are many. It signals to -
the world that the U.S. is a fickle partner in scientific collaborations. It limits American access
to the scientific results of projects like ITER, and jeopardizes international conmributions to Us.-

based projects such as the International Linear Collider (ILC). It forced the DOE Office of

Science to announce that it will have to furlough or layoff over 550 scientists, engineers, and

technical and administrative support staff at our national laboratoriés, leading to the permanent

loss of this expertise. It means the DOE Office of Science will not be able to support 90-100

- postdoctoral fellows and graduate students at the labs, and possibly up to 500 postdoctoral
~ fellows at American universities, sending the wrong message to America’s youth that studies and =~
careers in science and math are fraught with uncertainty. It leaves the DOE Office of Science

with little choice but to shutter a number of unique facilities used by industry, academic, and

government scientists, and curtail the operation of other user facilities by 20 to 25 percent,

forcing many U.S. companies to conduct their research at overseas facilities with similar

- capabilities. -

* - PRINTED ON RECYCLED FAPER -
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TAN-30-2008 18114

The Honorable George W. Bush ‘
Page 2 ' -

These unfortunate consequences can be reversed. We strongly urge you to include $300 million =
in your fiscal year 2008 emergency supplemental appropriations tequest for the DOE Office of ,
Science and the research, scientists and engineers, unique user facilities, and international . o
_ collaborations that it supports. o SRR e T

This supplemental funding addresses a real emergency — the permanent loss of key scientific

- personnel and the degradation of America’s leadership in science. It would avert the layoff of
some of the nation’s best scientists and engineers at a time when there is a bipartisan '
commitment to stimulating the economy and taking the steps necessary to avoid a recession, <

- While the continued employment of these scientists will stimulate the economy in the short-term,
their research will contribute greatly to Ametica’s Jong-term economic growth, competitiveness,

~and job creation. . o St v :
This supplemental funding also will maximize the run-time of user facilities at our national
laboratories, making the most of past U.S. investments in unique, one-of-a-kind facilities that are
- critical to innovation in industry and academia.” It will renew our commitment to international
~ scientific projects like ITER and the ILC, and will help the U.S. retain its leadership in the field
‘of High Energy Physics. Finally, your request of supplemental funding for the DOE Office of
Science will send a message to young Americans pursuing — or thinking of pursing — degrees and
careers in science, math, and technology that their President recognizes how invaluable their
knowledge and expertise are to the future security and competitiveness of our nation. '

Mr, Pre‘sident,including $300 million for the DOE Office of Science in your fiscal year 2008

.emergency supplemental request is consistent with your efforts to stimulate the economy and

achieve the goals of your visionary American Competitiveness Initiative. We strongly urge you -

to make this request, and are prepared o support it as the supplemental appropriations bill makes
- its way through Congress. Please contact us if we can be of assistance in any way. - ‘

Sinc'c‘rely,_

gt Roleh Mothll

Judy Biggent Ralph M. Hall
Member of Me

ess ' : of Congress

i M .
Vemon J/Ehlers

k)T S

Mi'chael T. McCaul
- Member of Congress

Member of Congress -



. TAN-30-2008

-

.1ev14

The Honorable George W. Bush
Page 3 B ‘

-CC.

" The Honorable Jim Nussle, Director, Ofﬁcc of M&nagement and Budget,
- The Honorable Jack Marburger, Director, Office of Science and Technology Policy
“ The Honorable Samuel Bodman, Secretary of Energy, Department of Energy .

~ The Honorable Raymond Orbach, Under Secretary of Science, Départrr'xc‘m'of Energy
The Honorable Jerry Lewis, Ranking Member, Committee on Appropriations-

" The Honorable David Hobson, Ranking Member, Committee on Appropr-iazi‘ons, o

Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development

TOTAL P. 84
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*@ongress of the ¥nited States
| Washington, BE 20515

January 29, 2008

~George W. Bush - RN
President of the United States of America
The White House R
-1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

" Washington, DC 20502
‘Dear Pres%ident Bush:

As ybu are aware the Ieadership of the Ukrainian government HeSidevaictor Yushchenko,

Prime Minister Yulis Tymoshenko and Chairman of the Verhovna Rada Arseniy Yatsenyuk sent

8 letter to the North Arlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Security General Jaap de Hoop
Scheffer on January 8, 2008, expressing their interest in accession to NATO’s Membership

Action Plan (MAP) at the Bucharest Surnmit in April. To this end, we strongly suppart the effarts "
of Ukraine’s leadership which has in unison expressed unequivocally its desires to build on their )

~ mation’s democratic progress and further integrate into NATO and Euro-Atlantic institutions.

K We beljeve the United States and our NATO allies in Europe have an historic opp_dnunify to.

integrate Ukraine in;oy the main transatlantic security institution at the Bucharest Surnmit and send

2 clear signal to all Ukrainians that they are an integral part of the transatlantic community.
Agreeing 10  MAP for Ukraine is not only critical to Kyiv's goals of reform but itis also
 essential o strengthening collective security in Europe and globally which has been the goal of
. the United States and our European allies. ' o |
President Bush, it is essential that your Administration not only reiterate the American position
“that NATO should leave the door open to those democratic states who meet membership
requirements,” but openly advocate for Ukraine’s NATO membership. From our perspective

' Ukraine has made significant cconomic, political and social reforms while participating in

NATO’s Intensified Dialogue. It is clear from the letter to Secretary General de Hoop Scheffer -
that the Ukrainien government understands fully that completing these reforms is a prerequisitc
on the road to NATO membership. - SRR R ’ '

We believe Ukraine’s future membership in NATO would further consolidate democracy, peace _‘

. and stability in Ewrope. Once Ukraine has met alliance standards and achieved NATO
- membership, they would be & model for countries in Eastern Europe, including Belarus, as well as
nations in Central Asia. o : ’ o .

‘Not only is Ukraine aking concrete steps to fulfill key reforms similar to those implemented by
new NATO members from Central and Eastern Europe in the run-up to their receiving MAP -
Kyiv has been a key security partner globally. Ukraine has been a staunch ally of the United

- States and Europe from placing its troops in harms way in Iraq to peacekeeping operations in
Affica and the Balkans. In the NATO Freedom Consolidation Act of 2007 which you signed into
law in April 2007, you joined Congress in expressing great “appreciation for Ukraine's substantial
contributions to our common security, including through participation in NATO-led operations
and efforts to promote regional cooperation.” o ‘ o

Mr. President, you have openly stated that you are a “supporter of Ukraine becoming a mcnibér.
of NATO.” We strongly support your position and believe that is essential to expand NATO to
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 meet the grow:ng secunty challenges facmg the Umted States and Europe ina challengmg global
_environment, While we understand that a MAP for Ukraine does not guaranteg it full

- membership in NATO and that Kyiv must continue to show progress towards fu]ﬁllment of the
‘NATO U'krame Action plan - it is the log1cal ncxt step for Ukrmn: and for this a]hance ‘

" Asyour Ad:mmstratzon works closely with our European alhes 1o prepare for the NATO Summxt
in Bucharest we encourage you to take steps to fulfill your vision of 2 strengthened NATO
- outlined in your June 15, 200}, speech in Warsaw, Poland. During your speech you stated. that
© “all of Europe’s new democracies, from the Baltic to the Black Sea and all that lic between,
should have the same chance for security and freedom--and the same chance 10 join the
 institutions of Europe--as Europe's ald democracies. We believe Ukraine has made great strides »
" 'since the Orange Revolution in the Fall of 2004 and it is essential that the United States and our
- European parmers in NATO take l:ustonc steps and prowde a MAP to Ukrame this Apn] in

| ‘Bucharest

‘ We look forward 1o working with you on tbxs m’acally 1mpor!xnt issue and a§ you prepm fcr lhc
NATO Sum.rmt in Bucharest ‘ k

) Sinc'crebly,.‘. =

~ Robert Wuxlcr: b : B e E]ton Gallcg}y
- Cheitman =~ o Ranking Member
Burope Subcommitiee S P Europe Subcommittee

e Secrelary‘of. State Condoleezza Rice
. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates' : o '
Umr.ed States Ambassador to Ulkraine Wllharn B. Tay]or, Jr

[ U S S ST UV : . - . - .
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Gtungr'ess of ﬂiz Tinited States o
Washington, BE 20515 :‘:Y“W‘ \N\N ST

et

| The Honorab,lc Géorég W. Bush

Presjdent _ .
The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Presi‘dentf Bush:

The H-2B visa program offers assistance to small businesses who cannot hire enough"America.n woikefs

~ during peak seasons. We ask that you, the Department of Homeland Security, and the Department of
~ Labor work with Congress to ensure that small businesses throughout the country can keep their doors
oopen this year. IR : : 3

The H-2B visa was designed to prdvide access to non-immigrant, temporary workers for seasonal and

* peak load needs when no American workers can be found. These foreign workers offer short-term help

and return to their home country at the end of their season. H-2B visas are capped at 66,000 visas per
year. Even with 66,000 visas a year, it still does not meet the labor needs of seasonal businesses.

To help fill the additional needs, Congress established the H-2B returning worker program in 2005.

* Under this program, a worker who has received an H-2B visa in one of the three previous fiscal yearsis =
- not counted against the 66,000 visa cap. Unfortunately, after three successful years the returning worker
- program expired on September 30, 2007. '

By January 2, 2008, the U.S. Citizcnsﬁip and Immigration Services (USCIS) had already received
_ enough applications 1o exceed the cap for H-2B visas for the second half of FY 2008. As a result,

thousands of small businesses with peak seasons in late spring and summer will be locked out of the visa
process. Many landscaping businesses, resorts, restaurants, camnivals, tourism industries, and other

 deasonal businesses will not havé enough workers to meet their needs. Some businesses have already
. closed their doors. P . : . . S

'H-2B workers and returning workers in particular have provided relief to the tourism industry, seafood
‘processors, landscapers, resorts, pool companies, camnivals and other small and seasonal businesses
 across the nation. Reaching the second H-2B cap for fiscal year 2008 in January highlights the
immediate need 10 extend the retuming worker program to help these businesses fill their scasonal labor

needs and keep full-time Americans working.

Without an immediate extension of the ret'uming worker program, businesses will face labor shortages

_ ‘and increased economic hardship this year. While Congress is working on legislative options, we
T »respectful‘ly request that you, as President, use your Executive Authority to direct the Departments of
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_Homeland Secunty and l abor o contmue the H-2B retumlng worker program as outlmed in the 2005 el
' Icglslatxon ‘ . . : :

~ We look forward to your prompl reply to this request If you have any. questmns please contact »
~ Josephine Eckert with Congressman Bart Stupak's office at (202) 225-4735 or Erin Corcoran wuh
~ Senator Barbara Mlkulskl s ofﬁce at (202) 224-4654 . , .

‘Sm‘cerely,r B

‘ m Getlao e : , - ‘Barbara A. MlkulSkl
R - U.S. Senator

Member of Co_nigressv

" Donald Payne
‘Member of Congress

Virgifla Foxx S : Tim Blshop . e vChnst()pherS Bond
~Member of Congress o Membcr of Congress u. S Senator '

“Carl Levin-

—Candice Miller A
US. Senator =

g Meémber of Congress - |

Thelma Drakc’ 7
Member of Congress

- Susan M Colhns
.S.}Ser\xator '

Mzu-k Ugall ‘Norm Coleman

‘ 1stopl{er Camey ) » ,
Member of Congress. -~ - 'U.S, Senator -

Member of Congress .
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M
Pau]l Hodes : , Todd Platts
Member of Congress - Member of Cangress

Joseph I. Lieberman
8. Senator

“Patrick J. Leahy

"~ Member of Congresj ' - Member of Congress ~Spnator
Michae! Castle ~ Tom Allen T “Barbara Boxer
f Conggess Member of Congress U.S. Senator
ﬁon Kind &;e'(ay .
-Member of Congress . - - Member of Congress
-
Carol Shca-Porter

Member of Congress

- Rick Larsen. S * Robent F.

; Marilyn Miprave L Bennett \
f ber of Congr - Member of Congress U.S. Senator
l l‘:‘:—r a ey
Rob Bishop ' -’ Kidry L A aglin

Charla@Pickering -
- Membgr of Congress

‘Wm Lacy Clay
Member of Congress Member of Congress

U.S. Senator -
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'teVen Rothfian Lde Sanchez ﬂ _ d . JC'S:PB R. Bid.enp Jr{ v

Member of Congressf ' R Member of _Congressv_,: B ,-U,,S.,Senatrovr:

- ¥olomonOrtiz = Y. ~ Arlen Specter
‘Member of Congress : U S. Senator

- Ted Stevens
U Senator o

T im Walberg

Mlke Rc gers o Ben]ammL Ca.rdm e -
Member of Congress =~ - US. Senator : L

Joe Courtney : n E. Sups T
Member of Congress o i\ . Senator

, / 1/ ////‘l"‘l'hlllA l.‘lll‘
/" fin - ' ';’ ¥aJ Snowe |
mberof ongre.ss» e U Sgnatcr L

- Dfana DeGette Sam BrOWnback
Member of Congress: - US. V_Senato_r .

| efeefake
‘Member of Congress

- “C{;ll,in Peterson -~ Earl Blumenauer
 Member of Congress Member of Congress -

\
-

' Joh.nKerry \(
U.S. Senator . '
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-~ /s.a/s~»u v lewv - -

Allen Boyd 9 .___ | Barbara Cubin - Thad Cochran : :
" Member of Congress . Senator

ber of Congress
Steven LaTourette : ; Pamck Txben ' Richard Bu
' ' Member of Congress : U.S. Senator

Earl Pomeroy
~ Member of Con ber of Congress

’ : ‘Member of Congress | _
:' ‘ l = ;eler We;ch Ken Salazar .
. ’ : ' : U.S. Senator

- Pete Hockstra
Member of Congress.

Edward Marke
AMember of Congress

O,/LMJ,_",

' Jq% Sarbanes
Member of Congress -

The Honorable Michael Chcrtoff Secretary of Homeland Secunty v

Ce:
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao Secretary of Labor
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" @ongress of the Wnited States
| Hmtse of Representatives |
- Washingtan, BE 20515
January 28,2008
Dear Mr. “Preside’n't: | - |

- We write to urge you to veto any Farm Bill reauthorization ;onferenéé report thsi
funds agriculture programs by raising taxes, fails to substantively reform current U S.

farm programs, and is not fiscally responsible.

| You:‘Adminimtion has made clear that continuing the status quo inour
domestic farm policy is unacceptable, especially given both the strength of the U S. farm

economy for the foreseeable future and the need for trade compliance. As a result of the

~hard work of U.S. farmers and rancliers, they are enjoying historically low debt-to-asset

ratios, consistently high cash receipts and robust farm export values. With reports of

strong prices for program crops likely for at least the ncxt several years, the strength of

the U.S. farm sector is unlikely to fade any time soon.

We owe it to farmers and ranchers across the nation to promote policies, such as

repealing the Death Tax, expanding U'S. agricultural export opportunities abroad, and

- Increasing production of American sources of energy, that will support US. agriculture’s
- competitiveness and continue to move U.S, agriculture policy in a positive direction that

supports family farms. However, the House and Senate versions of the Farm Bill move
U.S. agriculture policy in the opposite direction. Both versions in conference finance
billions in new spending with various tax increases, expand or add new unnecessary farm :

programs, lack the reforms your Administration has identified as necessary and include
- numerous trade distorting provisions that would jeopardize existing U.S. trade

agreements. In particular, rather than reduce spending in lower priority farm programs,

- the House and the Senate bills include tax increases that could escalate the tax burden on -

i taxpayers by $4 billion or more than $16 billion, respectively. Increasing taxes will harm -

the economy, and is a particularly bad idea with the increasing evidence that the economy
mmay be weakening. ' 2 ' :

We support your opposition to Farm Bill provisions that will send US. agriculture

 in the wrong direction and harm the economy instead of reflecting 21st Century farm

sector needs and realities. We strongly urge you to veto any Farm Bill conference report

restraint, o ; . I

WA
PAUL RYAN/

Member of Congress -

 that increases taxes on Americans, lacks reforms, distorts trade and fails the test of fiscal
: !

Sincerely.

PLAKE
ember of Congress

£R HENSARLING
Iber of Congress

‘F:HINTFﬂh:NﬂEr‘V‘r‘ICPj‘anuna‘ . ’ : : TDTQL PBE
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: January 28, 20_08

‘The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

'We recently traveled to Mexico as partof a Housc Comm)ttee on. Homeland Secumy

Congressional Delegation to discuss security cooperation with senior Mexican
- government officials. The Calderon Administration has 1akén broad security measures 10

“combat increasing violence that is destabilizing their government and undermining the

tule of law. The effects of drug and alien smuggling, money laundering, and the illegal
importation weapons into Mexico, if left unchecked, may nepatively impact our border
security and interior enforcement efforts. We are pleased to report our meetings left us
with a favorable impression of the commitment made by the Jeadership of Mexico who
are quitc literally putting their lives on the lme To reign in the' crxmmal organizations

operanng in Mexico.

While in Mcxxco we had meetings with state and lucal officials in Matamoros who
explained the challenges they are facing in providing a secure environment for thelr
citizens and reinforced their desirc to receive US assistance so they can work
cooperatively on border security. In our meetings in Mexico City, we met with Mexican
l'ederal officials, inchuding President Calderon, Defense Secretary Galvan and Attorney

General Mora, who highlighted the significant efforts already underway to control the
drug cartels and improve internal security. For example, it was during our mecting with
Attorney Gencral Mora that he informed us of the capture of Alfredo. Beltran Leyva, a top
lieutenant in the Sinaloa drug cartel. President Calderon has taken unprecedented steps in
artacking the drug cartels, including sending 30,000 federal troops to patrol the: Barder
States in Mexico, These actions show a willingness by a Mexican mcsndcnl to address

~ (he problem that no previous administration has shown.

We believe your cfforts with Mexican President Calderon 10 develop a cooperanive .
security package is timely and has the potential to provide  level of synergy which will
$ignificantly enhance our National Strategy for Homeland Security. We look forward to
“working with our Mexican colleagues in helping to improve security along the U.8.-
Mexico border by stunuung the tide of drugs and illegal immigration into our country.:
We would appreciate an ‘opportunity 1o share our findings with you and your staff at your

convenience.

~ Sincerely

" Michacel T, McCaul -

Member of Confress e | Member of Congress
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