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- Press Avarlabrlrty wath Prrme Mrnrster Blalr
~July 17, 2003 l »
- Draft #11

- GOod’evenlng lt is always a pleasure to welcome Prlme Mlnrster
Blalr to the United States. Earlier today, | had the special pleasure of
_ signing legislation directing the U.S. Mint to strike a Congressional Gold
- Medal in honor of Anthony Charles Lynton Blalr Congratulatlons my
friend. . : ~

) ln his address to Congress thls afternoon, Prlme Mlnlster Blair
- showed once again the qualities that have marked his entire career. Tony )
Blair is a leader of conviction, passion, moral clarity, and eloquence: He is

©also a true friend of the Amerlcan people.” The United Kingdom has

produced some of the world’ s most d|st|ngmshed statesmen and I am o
proud to be with one of them today T

The close partnershlp between the Unlted States and Great Bntaln
has been, and remains, essential to the peace and security of all nations.”
For more than 40 years of the Cold War, we stood together to ensure that
- the conflicts of Europe did not once again destroy the peace of the world.
The duties we accepted were demanding, as we found during the" Berl|n o
blockade and other crises. Yet Br|t|sh and Amerlcan leaders held flrm -
vand our cause prevalled : ' - : : L

, Now we are Jomed in another great and dlfflcult mission. On B
-~ September 11,2001, America, Britain, and all free nations saw how the
. ideologies of hatred and terror ina dlstant part of the world could. bring
violence and grief to our own citizens. We resolved to fight these threats
actively, wherever they gather, before they reach our shores. And we.
-resolved to oppose these threats, by promoting freedom and democracy in
the Middle East — a region that has known so much bitterness and
- resentment.  From the outset, the Prime Minister and | have understood
that we are allies in a war — a war requiring great effort, and patience, and R
fortitude. The British and Amerlcan peoples erI hold flrm once agarn and o

o we will prevall

The Unlted States and Great Brrtaln have conducted a steady
| offenslve against terrorist networks and terror regimes. We are BRI
~dismantling the al-Qaida network, leader by leader; and we are huntlng-

,}1



down terrorist k|||ers one by one. in Afghanlstan we removed the cruel

~-and oppressive regime that had turned that country into a training camp for o

. al-Qaida.- And now we are helping the Afghan people to restore thelr
| ’country, and regain self government : R

In Iraq, the Unrted States, Brlt‘arn,v» and’other nat‘iOns c.onfronted‘ a
violent regime that armed to threaten the peace, cultivated ties to terror,
--and defied the clear demands of the UN'Security Council.” Saddam

- Hussein produced and possessed chemical and brologlcal weapons, and

~.was trying to reconstitute his nuclear weapons program. He used chemical

o weapons in acts-of murder against his own people. The UN Securrty

Council passed more than a dozen resolutions demanding that he. reveal

~and destroy all-of his prohibited weapons. And a final resolution promised . . - |

serious consequences if he continued his defiance. The former dictator of
- Irag chose his course of action, and for the sake of peace and securrty, we
, _chose ours. : , _ . ‘

The Prime Mrnlster and | have no greater responsrbrllty than to .
protect the lives and security of the people we serve. Saddam Husseln
‘was a grave and growing threat. Removing that threat was a major -
~-advance in the war on terror. Given Saddam’s history of violence and
aggression, it would have been reckless to place our trust in his sanity or
- restraint. As long as [ hold this office, | will never risk the lives of
‘ ’Amerlcans by assummg the good erI of dangerous enemles

| i Actlng together the United States Great Britain, and our coalrtron
‘partners enforced the demands of the worId . ended the threat from

Saddam Hussein’'s weapons of mass destructron . rid the Middle East of -

- an aggressive, destabilizing regime ... and Ilberated nearly 25 million-
people from decades of oppresslon We are now helplng the lraql people
to build a free nation. = . :

- In Iraq,'as'_elysewhere, freedom and self-government are hated and

oppOSed by a radical and ruthless few. American, British, and other forces o

are facing remnants of the fallen regime, foreign terrorlsts and other

 extremists. Their attacks follow a pattern. They target progress and -

- success. They strike at Iragi police officers who have been trained to '_
‘enforce order. They sabotage Iragi power grids that we are rebuilding.
~They are enemres of the Iraqi people They seek the return of tyranny -

‘and they erI fail. . B



Our forces in Iraq are going’ after these _killers, and finding them, and

destroying them. We are being tested in Iraq. Our enemies are looking for -

- signs of hesitation or weakness. They will find none. We will keep our
word. We will finish the task of helping Iragis make the challengmg
transition to democracy. Iraq's Governing Council is now meeting
~ regularly. Soon the council will nominate ministers and propose a budget.
After decades of tyranny, the institutions of democracy will take time to
create. America and Britain will help the Iragi people as long as '
necessary. Prime Minister Blair and | have the same goal: The
'government and the future of Iraq will be in the hands of the people of Iraq

- The ‘creatlon of a strong and stable Iraqi democracy is not easy, but |t
is essential. A free Iraq will be an example to the entire Middle East. And
- the advance of liberty in the Middie East will undermine the ideologies of
terror and hatred, and strengthen the security of America, and Britain, and
many other nations. This is the work our men and women in uniform are
accomplishing every day in Afghanlstan and Iraq, acceptlng risk and
sacrifice. This is the work history has given us, and we will complete it.

~ We are seeing movemeht toWard reform and freedom ih otherparts
- of the Middie East. The leadership and courage of Prime Minister Abbas
-and Prime Minister Sharon are giving their peoples new hope for progress.

- . Other nations can add to the momentum of peace by fighting terror in all its -
~forms. A Palestinian state will not be built upon violence, and terrorists are:

- the chief enemies of Palestinian hopes. The sooner terrorism is prevented
- and punlshed by all governments in the region, the sooner. the Palestlnlan '
flag will r|se over a peaceful Palestlman state ' - T -

o The spread of Ilberty in Afghanlstan in Iraq, and across the Mlddle

East would mark a hopeful tum in the history of our time. Great Britain
and Amerlca will achieve this goal together. And one of the reasons | am
confident in our success is the character and Ieadershlp of Pr|me Mmrster
| Tony BIa|r Mr. Prime Minister, thank you for coming.

Drafted by:  Mike Gerson, John McConnell, and Matthew Scully, Off ice of Speechwriting -
: Office: 202/456-0168 202/456 2816 and 202/456-7289 o
Cell: | , i . b
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> QUESTlONS AND ANSWERS
‘ o "~ FORJOINT PRESS AVAILABILITY

'WITH BRITISH PRIME MINISTER TONY BLAIR L

THE WHITE HOUSE
| JULY 17, 2003

.VA.KE”}Y TH'EMES -

v'o'v No closer Ally than U. K no better frrend and colleague than’l B

. Tony Blalr
. . World is safer and better wrth Saddam Hussern gone

‘°, ;Maklng progress |n Iraq, M|ddle East

. e Syrla and Iran remain lmpedlments to reglonal stab|I|ty and o

- Mlddle East Peace Process

*o’,""Worklng together to face challenges of 21 st Century



,_2‘

" So far no weapens of mass destructlon have been found
. Was the war basedl on false |nteII|gence’? o

e Had sound reasons to beIIeve that Iraq S WMD programs
posed senous threat ‘ . | | e

.:f" o Saddam used chemlcal weapons and after years of Iles |
- -admitted to producmg biological ‘weapons. ’

B -* According to the U.N., Iraq never accounted for thousands o

o “of gallons of blologlcal agents and tons of nerve gas. .
- e Fortwelve years and at the cost of severe econom|c
. sanctions, Iraq resisted U.N. inspectors. -

e The U.N. afforded Saddam a final opportunlty to cooperate RN,

. with inspections, but instead he filed a false declaration, o
~ blocked private Interwews threatened W|tnesses ‘and spled»
- on lnspectors | - L

e Iraq had twelve years to h|de its programs, four wuthout

years from 1991-1995 to uncover Irag’'s massive b|oIog|caI
weapons program, and even then, the inspectors never
_dlscovered any of the weapons themselves B

e It WI|| take time to uncover the fuII extent of Iraq S WMD
programs, but the Iraq Survey Group is mterwewmg many of
the thousands of people involved in Iraq’s programs and

~ reviewing hundreds of thousands of documents EventuaIIy,
the truth will be known SO ‘ .

| Securlty Council-mandated inspectors. It took mspectors four o



P : Do you regret catmg Bnuah mtelllgence on uran|um sales to
‘ lraq from Africa in your State of the Unlon Address’? =

° We work closely with the British and value thelr contrlbutlon on |
- a whole range of securlty Issues. i 4 -

- o ,The authorltatlvejudgment of the U.S. lntelllgence communlty

-~ at the time, the National Intelllgence Estimate, was that Iraq |

~also began VIgoroust trylng to procure uranlum ore and
yellowcake LT RN

2 ‘I, o '.Intelllgence anaIySIS reqwres maklng Judgments based on
e 'sometimes incomplete or contradictory evidence, but i in‘the
~case of a nation which has attacked its neighbors, used WMD

- _» hard realities.

. and supported terrorists, we cannot shrmk from tough calls and' b




| T4> |
‘ Tony Blalr provrded critical support to. Amerlca in Iraq What._ L
| are you domg to help Tony Blair? | L

- ° U S. and U K. Jomed forces i |n Iraq because |t was r|ght Rld

the world of a dangerous d|ctator Not some klnd of qUId pro R

‘quo..

e “As a close Ally, worklng together with U K on a wude range of |
: ,-|mportant |ssues ’ » | BN o

e fWon t move forward agalnst any U K. detalnees in m|I|tary
‘commissions pendmg further consultatlons between our
’governments | -

e 'Also exchanged Ietters SO we can share classmed defense kN
o - information more routinely. Makes our close defense R
| ‘ = relatlonshlp even cIoser - | .



5

~ Will the U.S. receive Lord Goldsmith’ s delegatlon next week N

to talk about the treatment and dlsposmon of U K. cmzens

o - detalned at Guantanamo

t- o Will-of course receive delegatlon and dlscuss issues completely =
| ,and transparentty Thatis the nature of belng cIose aII|es ‘ ‘

. Understand Bntrsh concerns and prepared to work W|th U. K to
| address them. ‘ - =

e Bear in m|nd that the |nd|V|duaIs we are talklng about were

deeply involved in planning attacks against Amerlcans through
‘the terrorist network in Afghanlstan | »

o ' America and the world are safer W|th these people under
| arrest < |



| .Are you laying the groundwork for mllltary actlon agamst
. Syna or |ran’? L : o e SRR

| Deeply disappointed with Syria’s role. Continues to harbor

terrorists and is not. playrng a constructrve roIe for peace in the .

Mrddle East

Supportrng those who reJect peace and seek to undermrne : |
Prime Minister Abbas’s efforts to work wrth IsraeI to. lmplement i

jthe roadmap

| Iran also supportmg Hamas and Hezbollah Interferlng in Iraq R
,and Afghanrstan Seekrng to acqurre nucIear weapons

: vThese are serious issues and have discussed them fuIIy wrth o

~ PM Blair. Important that the U. S., UK., and the rest of Europe o
- take a strong common posrtron on these efforts to undermrne S
fpeace in the region..

. 'We share a common vrsron of peace in the Mlddle East o
* starting with two states, IsraeI and Palestrne I|V|ng srde by-srde» |
| |n peace and securrty :



‘ Are you askmg NATO to taKe over peacekeepmg in Iraq'?
"« NATO has agreed and is already taking steps to support the i ‘_ |

| ~ Polish- led division for the stabilization force in Iraq. Pleased :

o W|th IeveI of NATO support we. have received.

to keep under review.

o Focus f|rst on the needs of the Iraq| people strengthenmg
| securlty, and the Governlng CounC|I S :

e Have not sought a W|der NATO roIe at th|s stage Somethmg o o
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