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Accra, Ghana



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the FirSt Lady
(Accra, Ghana)

For lmmediate‘Release ‘ R e JanuarYf17r5200§aEft

REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY
AT THE LAUNCH OF THE AFRICA EDUCATION INITIATIVE
TEXTBOOKS PROGRAM

o Accra Teacher'Training College
Accra, Ghana

8:45 A.M. (Local)

MRs; BUSH: Thank you, Mr. Presidentg Thank you. very, very‘
much for your welcome to your beautiful country. ‘And thanks to .
everyoné in.Ghana for their very, very warm welcome 5

Elizabeth Ohene, the Minister of State for Educatlon, thank
you so much for your ‘warm welcome, as well, ‘and for your N -
1ntroductlon “Chief, thank you for letting us be here in your
~beautiful part of the country. And I also want to thank the
Presidents of the American universities who have joined us today
who will be working: in partnership with African countrles on .
thlS textbook prOJect

I'm espec1ally happy to be at the Accra Teacher Tralnlng ‘
Institute. As a teacher and librarian .myself, I know what a joy-
it is to help children learn to read and write, to become o
proficient in mathematics, and to develop a love of history and
science. A ploneerlng American teacher named Christa McAullffe
famously sald “I touch the future I teach.” Each of you
touches the future of your country by.teaching Ghana’s. children. .

" As teachers, as parents, and as citizens, all of us havef
the responsibility to ensure that every - child has access to
'educatlon, an education that will lead to'a happy and healthy
life. And. when we say every child, ”: we must mean every child,
whether boy or girl, rich or poor. “Educated children grow up.to '
. be adults who have more opportunltles to work to support thelr
~ own famllles, ‘and to. fully participate in the llfe of their-

’.ﬂ country. It’s so important to educate- boys and girls, because

’boys and glrls can make 1mportant contrlbutlons to our world




~Education produces many social benefits, and perhaps rione
- greater than better health. Education is our greatest ally in. o
the effort to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS.. The United States is
" working with governments and private organlzatlons throughout, ’
Africa to achieve this goal. - We know from experience that . .
educated girls and boys are more likely to know what HIV 1s, ‘and
how to avoid infection. Girls who -are, educated have more L
economic and social resources to rely on, and, therefore,; have
more power to negotiate their own sexual lives. = In fact,
educated young women have lower rates of HIV/AIDS healthier "
famllles,-and higher rates of education for their own‘children;

Sadly, too many children around the world do not have
- access to education or schooling. The problem is particularly
~acute in sub-Saharan Africa. -More than one-third of primary .
school-age children are not enrolled in school at all, and of
those who do enter the first grade, fewer than half w1ll
complete primary school. :

In Ghana, more children ‘are going to school today than ever'

Vbefore The enrollment rate for school-age children has risen
from 73 percent in 1998 to more than 86 percent in 2004 Thls o
is a very positive development (Applause.) o

. Of course, there are many problems ‘and challenges: that
every country still faces. Books and other learning materials
* are often in short supply. It’s not uncommon -in rural areas to
see just one textbook for a whole classroom. Girls, especially
girls in rural villages, are much less llkely than boys to
‘attend schools. And students who live in poverty have few
opportunities for schooling because thelr parents cannot afford
the school fees or buy uniforms or books.

¢

“The people of the United States believe in Africa’s
~future. We know, as you do, that education is vital to a better
. future for all of the world’s children, and we’re working with -
you to make education avallable and acce551ble to more chlldren
in Africa. ' '

" Representatives from six American universities are here ™
today because their schools are now partners in education w1th
sSix natlons in Africa. In the United States, our higher
education institutions welcome students from around the world.
Their campuses are filled with men and women who strlve to
1mprove life for people everywhere

I'd like‘tO'introduce you to the university Presidents:



- Dr. Elnora Daniel, the President of Chicago State

- University. (Applause.) Chicago State Un1vers1ty Wlll partner
'witthhana,v (Applause.) : :

"*Dr; Mlckey Burnlm, the Pres1dent of Ellzabeth Clty State

‘.tUnlvers1ty in North Carolina. (Applause.) Elizabeth City State

University will partner with Senegal.

~Dr. Beverly Hogan, President of Tongaloo College.

r'f(Applause ) ~Tougaloo College is part of the Mississippi
"vConsortlum, and they’ll partner with Zambia.

Dr. Andrew Hugine, President of South*Carolina*State

',Unlvers1ty ~ (Applause.) -South Carolina State University'willf"
‘tpartner with Tanzania. ' K R

Dr. Richard Romo7 President of the University of Texasvatv'
San Antonio. (Applause.) The Un1vers1ty of Texas at San -
Antonlo will partner with South Africa.

‘Dr. Mary Spor, the~Program Coordinator for Réading and

Literacy at Alabama A&M. (Applause.) Alabama A&M University
will partner with Ethiopia. ' ' B

These .schools and nations will work together as’ partners 1n'fjv3”"

the Textbooks and Learning Materlals Program to produce and

- distribute 15 million primary school textbooks for African
~ students. . (Applause.)

‘These textbooks will be created in Africa SO they Wlll

irepresent the unique experiences of African students. The text-‘

will be written with African cultures‘at_the‘center,’and the

~ illustrations will depict African scenes. The subjects will
" include reading, mathematics, science and language arts. We R
' ‘emphasize these subjects because it’s essential that every. child *

‘ learns how to read, learns how to add, subtract, ‘multiply and

divide, and learns about the world around us. Teaching

‘materials, such as flash cards, charts and teaching guides will
"supplement the books and will glve teachers more optlons in’
their classroom work

‘The Textbooks and Learning Materials Program is part of
President. Bush’s efforts to expand access to education in
Africa. ‘His African Education Inltlatlve is-a $600 million

- commitment to provide books, scholarshlps, school unlforms and,_“'“
~teacher tralnlng so that more chlldren can attend school. ”The"v



African Education Inltlatlve 1ncludes fundlng to traln 920 OOO
teachers in 20 countries in sub- Saharan African.  As of"
fDecember, more than 300,000 new. and experienced teachers had
recelved training. :

. In addition to the textbook program. announced today;, the"

African Educatlon Initiative has already facilitated the
shipment of over two million books to African schools and
. libraries. When I visited Tanzania and Rwanda last summer, I-
- announced the donations of books in those countries. ' And- today,
Ifm,pleased:to announce the donation of 25,000 books for- school
libraries in Ghana. (Applause.)- And by the way, these are new .
“books that are carefully selected and. vetted to be approprlate '
‘for school age chlldren in Africa.

A major goal of President Bush’s’ African Education .
Initiative is to enroll more girls in school. To meet that
goal, the United States sponsors the Ambassadors Girls’ :
Scholarship Program, which will provide 550,000 scholarshlps to
girls at the primary and secondary school level. So far,
120,000 scholarships have been provided in 40 countries. The
scholarships pay for tuition, fees, books, uniforms, and other
" essential supplies. : : ’ % e

v ' The American people\support these scholarships because we .
"believe that investing in a child’s education will produce
benefits many times over in the future An educated»woman is ,
‘better able to provide for her. famlly economically, and to be an
‘advocate for her own children’s education.  She has the '
‘knowledge and the skills to find new ways to improve life in her
~community. . She’s prepared to be an active - participant 1n :
soclety, and perhaps even a - natlonal leader

. Yesterday, I attended the inauguration of Ellen Johnson-'
‘Sirleaf, Liberia’s new President. President Johnson=-Sirleaf is
‘the first woman to be elected President ‘of an African nation.
Y(Applause.) This is a historic time for Liberia, for Afrlca,

and for women everywhere. President Johnson-Sirleaf is an
exampie for young women around. the world of a woman who has
‘risen to the very top of her government through hard work, faith:-
in democracy, and belief in the power of education.

Children‘eVerywhere need positive rolegmodels, and‘they

need the love, support and advice from caring adults. Girls andpkfn

boys will look to teachers in this room as role models. They”11l
’see that® you wvalue education, and because you value’ educatlon,.v"
_they 11 value their own educatlon



. I hope that when you reach the classrooms where you’,l’l -
‘ teach, you and your students will benefit from the partnership
~with Chicago State University that we’re launching today. - The'
people of the United States stand with you as you help more
students fulfill their dreams. Together, we can .build a'future'

: of'peace and prosperity for both of our countries.
, I wish YOu success- in your studies at Accra Teacher ,
Training College, and-great happiness in your careers that lie .

ahead. Thank you very, very much.

END - 8:57 A.M. (Local):



" The Washington Times
January 16, 2006
HEADLINE: Laura fires back at critics
BYLINE Bill Sammon

,ACCRA Ghana -- First 1ady Laura Bush yesterday said she was "irritated" by outside criticism .
of her husband's anti-AIDS programs in Affica as being focused too heavily on abst1nence and
not enough on condoms.

Mrs. anh' on a trip to West Africa to witness the inauguration of the continent's first-elected =
female president, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf of Liberia, also defended a National Security Agency
_ program to eavesdrop on foreign al Qaeda suspects who communlcate with Arnerrcans She sa1d -
the pol1t1cal furor in the U S. would aid the terrorists.

But she was most annoyed by a question about AIDS and the U.S. policy to emphasize
~ abstinence, which the reporter asklng her sa1d some people have equated ... with Chnst1an s
moralism." : , IR SR

~ "I'm always a little bit irritated when I hear the criticism of abstinence, because abstinence is
absolutely 100 percent effective in eradicating a sexually transmitted disease," Mrs. Bush said, . -
before tying her answer in with one of the major themes of her trip, women's ri ghts in Africa.

"In a country or a part of the world where one in three people hav‘e a sexually transmitted' deadly
disease, you have to talk about abstinence, you really have to," she said. "In many countnes
where girls feel obligated to comply with the wishes of men, glrls need to know that. abstlnence
v1s a choice." : :

. She also said AIDS can be curbed by the correct use of condoms and by berng fa1thfu1 to one's :
partner ' SO
Mrs. Bush also said her husband was upset last month when the New York Tlmes revealed the =
ex1stence of the National Secur1ty Agency eavesdropplng pro gram : '

"He was worr1ed that it would undermine our efforts by alertlng terrorists td’what our efforts -
are," she said. "We re constantly on the alert for an attack like what happened on September
11th. : :

"And I think the American people expect the Un1ted States government and the pres1dent to do
‘what they can to make sure there's not an attack by fore1gn terrorists," she added ‘

Mrs Bush is leading the U.S. delegation, which also includes her daughter Barbara and

~ Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, to today's swearing-in of Mrs. Johnson- Slrleaf aU. S s
- educated economist and former World Bank official. -
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. "We're really, really excited to be atsucha historic 1nauguratlon " Mrs. Bush told reporters en
route to Africa. "Because trad1t1onally, wornen have been excluded in many African cultures --
'not all of them, but in many." : :

The first lady said Mrs. Johnson-Sirleaf "serves as a Very 1rnportant role model for little g1rls on
the continent, as well as around the world." ’ :

The Bush administration hopes the ’inau'guration will mark a turning point for Liberia, which .
was wracked by violence that killed about 250,000 people from 1989 to 2003. Since then, a
transitional government has ruled the continent' s oldest republlc wh1ch was establlshed in 1847
by freed Amerlcan slaves » :

: Mrs Bush said the new president can begin the healrng process in earnest and pledged U. S
help to rebulld the war-ravaged nation.

“"She ran on a'platform of reconciliation and reconstruction and it's going to take the help of a
lot of countries, including the United States, which has a special relationship with Lrberra for her

~and the people of Liberia to be able to do the reconstructron they need," she said. -

: Ass1stant Secretary of State J endayr Frazer who is travelrng with Mrs. Bush, said the U.S.1s 1n
- the; process of giving Liberia "$1 billion from 2004 to 2006."

Mrs. Bush also erl make stops in Ghana and Nrgerra to discuss such toprcs as HIV/AIDS.
Barb ara her daughter recently worked with AIDS stricken children in a South African hosprtal '

On the U.S. polrtlcal front, Mrs. Bush also brushed off suggestrons that Vice President D1ck ‘
Cheney's health problems would prevent him from serving out his term. Mr. Cheney recently -

Was hospitalized for shortness of breath, caused by a medication he was taking fora foot ailment.’

_ ‘ "V1ce Pres1dent Cheney s in great health, and he s dorng great " she said. "I'm sure the pres1dent
would not like for him to step down, obv1ously '

| f "The vice presrd_ent has been an excellent vice presrdent,','\she added. "He's solid as a roc_k."»
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) Deutsche Presse Agentur
. ‘January 17,2006 :
HEADLINE U.S. First Lady Laura Bush visits AIDS patients n Ghana

: ,U S. Flrst Lady Laura Bush in Ghana on Tuesday launched a school textbook programme atan

Accra teacher training college and visited HIV/AIDS sufferers in the country's largest hospltal

' Mrs Bush; on an official visit to West Africa that on Monday saw her attend the mauguratlon of
~ “‘new Liberian President Ellen Johnson- Sirleaf, pledged the commitment of the Umted States to
“improving education in Africa, and particularly in Ghana. : :

. She said every child, whether rich or poor, must be given the: opportunity of education in order to
‘ enable them to contribute to the development of the country.

Mrs. Bush launched the Textbook and Leammg Materials Programme (TLMP), which wasa .
~ component of the Africa Educatlon Initiative (AEI) announced by President George W. Bush 1n' :
June 2002. :

The AET is a 600-million-dollar eight-year initiative that focuses on increasing access to quality
basic educational opportunities in Africa through three main programmes: teacher training,

- educational scholarships for girls and development of textbooks and learning materials o

About 25 000 books are to be given to the libraries in Ghana and 300, 000 teachers will receive

- trammg under the AEI programme.

Under the AEI banner, the TLMP programme meanwhile matches U.S. universities with
. educators in Africa to develop primary school curricula and assoc1ated materlals ultlmately
: producmg 15 milhon schoolbooks. :

She was accompanied at the college by Ghanian President J ohn Agyekum Kufuor u.s.

- * Ambassador to Ghana Pamela Bridgewater as well as local education officials and

representatives of six U.S. universities involved in the programme.
 An agreement was signed Tuesday between Chicago State University, the U.S. Agency for
International Development and the Ghanian ministry of education, youth and sports for the

‘ commencement of the pro gramme n Ghana

‘ Also Tuesday, Mrs. Bush accompanied by her daughter Barbara visited the Korle Bu,Teaching
Hospital n Accra where she met staff and caregivers as well as HIV/AIDS patients

 HIV/AIDS is a serious problem in Ghana but it is far worse in other sub- Saharan countries 11ke : |
South Africa and Botswana. S =

But even so, UNAIDS noted that Ghana had 350,000 people hv1ng w1th HIV and 30, 000 deaths
~in 2003
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Ghana s HIV 1nfect10n rate has dropped for the first tlme in five years, and 1s now down
‘countrywide to 3.1 per cent from 3.6 per cent in 2003 accordrng to a survey released in Apr11
2005. ' T

' Mrs Bush was to leave Ghana on Tuesday afternoon for Nigeria and the ﬁnal leg of her West :

" African tour.
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~ The Associated Press
January 17, 2006
HEADLINE: First lady highli ghts education, AIDS in West Africa
BYLINE Deb Riechmann .

Ina rnuggy college auditorium, first lady Laura Bush on Tuesday announced aU.S. -backed
program to provide 15 million textbooks for-students in sub-Saharan Africa where more than
one- -third of primary school aged children are not enrolled in school

"It's not uncommon in rural areas to see just one textbook for a whole classroorn " Mrs Bush
said at Accra Teacher Training College. B :

"Girls, especially girls in rural Villages are much less likely than boys to attend school.- And’
~students who live in poverty have few opportunities for schooling because the1r parents cannot -
_ afford the school fees or buy uniforms and books "

- Mrs. Bush Was joined by representatives of six U.S. colleges and universities that are receiving’
USAID funds to produce and distribute textbooks in Ghana, Senegal, Zambia, Tanzania, South
Africa and Ethiopia. The colleges are: Chicago State University, Elizabeth City State Un1vers1ty
in North Carolina, Tougaloo College in Mississippi, South Carolina State Un1vers1ty, the
University of Texas San Antonlo and Alabama A&M Un1vers1ty

"These textbooks Wlll be created in Africa SO they w1ll represent the unique expenences of
~ African students," Mrs. Bush told about 500 students; all dressed navy pants or skirts wh1te
'shirts and navy ties stamped with the school emblem. :

“The presrdent of Ghana John Kufuor, wiping sweat from his brow, thanked the first lady for
V1s1t1ng Ghana to underscore U.S. commitment to education n Afnca espec1ally for girls

- ‘"Madam we know how you feel about educat1ng the g1r1 ch11d " he said. "We share this pass1on' L
of yours o

- The program is part of President Bush's Africa Education Initiative, a $600 million commitment
to provide books, scholarships, school uniforms and teacher training so that more children in
Africa can attend school. Mrs. Bush said the initiative already has helped sh1p more than 2
million books to African schools and libraries. : e

Later, Mrs. Bush Visited the Korle-Bu clinic, which treats 150 to 220‘A"IDS patients three times
a week. She met a woman who cares for children who have lost their parents to AIDS, HIV-
positive women taking antiviral drugs and children with the disease who are struggling to

: malntaln normal lives

"A bi g problem here is stigma and discrimination,” Dr. Nii Addo, program director for national
- AIDS control in Ghana, said, adding that people still fear shaking hands with AIDS sufferers.

"It's really important to reach out to people who are HIV positive or who have AIDS and also to
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reach out-to people around the world who don't to get the Word out and get the education out so -
that people can avoid ever getting AIDS," Mrs. Bush said. "When somebody who has AIDS
speaks then you put a real face on the dlsease
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Voice of America

January 17, 2006 ’ "
HEADLINE: US Launches African Textbook Initiative
‘BYLINE Scott Stearns

The Bush administration has joined six American universities with-six African nations to
“develop new primary school curricula. U.S. ﬁrst lady Laura Bush announced the plan durlng a
visit to Ghana. : ‘
-The partnersh1p matches American universities in the states of [llinois, Mlss1ss1pp1 North
Carolina; South Carolina, Texas, and Alabama W1th educators in Ghana, Senegal Zambla
Tanzania, South Afnca and Ethiopia. : : .

They will develop individual curricula for children between k1ndergarten and ei ghth grade
ultimately producing 15 million primary schoolbooks. .
"These textbooks will be created in Africa, so they will represent the unique exper1ences of
African students," the first lady explalned "The text W1ll be written with Afr1can cultures at the
center, and the illustrations will dépict African scenes." :
Mrs. Bush says the subjects will include reading, mathematics, science, and language arts with
.additional funding to produce flash cards, charts and teachmg gu1des to give 1nstructors more
options for individual students. = . :
Its part of the Bush administration's Africa Education In1t1at1ve a $600 million plan to prov1de -
books, scholarshlps school uniforms, and teacher tra1n1ng Co o
Speaking at the Accra Teacher Training College, Mrs. Bush said the 1n1t1at1ve 1ncludes funds to
train 920,000 teachers in 20 Sub-Saharan countries.
It is also focused on getting more African girls in school with 550, 000 pnmary and secondary . -
“school scholarships for tuition, fees, books, and uniforms. -
"The American people support these scholarships because we believe that 1nvest1ng ina child's
education will produce benefits many times over in the future," she said. "An educated woman is
‘better able to provide for her family economically, and to be an advocate for her own children's
education. She has the knowledge and the skills to find new ways to improve life in her o
'commun1ty She is prepared to be an active part1c1pant in soc1ety, and perhaps even a nat1onal o
leader." ~
Laura Bush attended Monday's 1naugurat1on of L1ber1an President Ellen J ohnson Slrleaf
Africa's first female head of state. The first lady said the new Liberian president is an example
for young women around the world as she rose to the top of her government through hard work
faith in democracy and belief in the power of educat1on : :
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THE WASHINGTON TIMES

January 18, 2006
‘HEADLINE U.S. to supply Africa textbooks
BYLlNE Brll Sammon

ACCRA, Ghana -- First lady Laura Bush yesterday hailed six American colleges for agree1ng to v

produce and distribute 15 million textbooks for primary-school students in poverty-strlcken =

1Afr1ca 5

"Sadly, too many children around the world do not have access to educatlon or school1ng," '
Mrs. Bush told 500 trainees at the Accra Teacher Training College. "The problem is partlcularly

-acute in sub Saharan Africa.”

The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) will prov1de funding for the
program, which will send textbooks to Ghana, Senegal, Zambia, Tanzania, South Africaand
Ethiopia. The books will be printed in English-or French, dependmg on each country s ofﬁclal

language, according to a spokeswoman with USAID. ©

"These textbooks will be created in Africa so they will represent the experiences of African

_ students " Mrs. Bush said.

' While- the first lady was joined onstage by college presidents in this impov_erished African

: nation her textbook announcement was being criticized,in Washington. )

. "The initiative she has launched is rather narrow in scope," said David Bryden

‘ communications director for Global AIDS Alliance. "We believe the U. S. should be th1nk1ng
* ~'much bigger when it comes to support1ng effective basic-education programs We need to go

beyond textbooks " ‘ , L AN

But the first lady said textbooks are just one aspect of Pres1dent Bush's $600 million African

~ Education Initiative, which also pays for scholarships school uniforms and teacher training. She

said the pro gram, started in 2001, is already paying d1v1dends

"In-addition to the textbook program announced today, the African Education Initiative has
already facilitated the shipment of over 2 million books to African schools and 11brar1es " she .
sa1d

Still, in sub-Saharan Aftica, at least a third of the children are not enrolled in primary school o
Of those who do enroll in first grade, fewer than half actually graduate from primary school.
- Mrs. Bush said children who are taught reading, math and science end up with fewer sexually-

* transmitted diseases, which are rampant in Africa

"Educatlon 1s our greatest ally in the effort to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS," she said.
"Educated girls and boys are more likely to know what HIV is and how to avoid infection."
- The colleges and universities participating in the program are Chicago State University,

. "Elizabeth City State University in North Carolina, Tougaloo College in Mississippi, South
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| Carolina State University, the University of Texas at San Antonio and Alabama A&M
- Umver51ty : :

Mr. Bryden acknowledged that Mrs. Bush "is correct that education is one of our most
effective weapons in the fight against AIDS." But he called on Mr. Bush, who has pledged $5
bllllon to ﬁght AIDS, to do even more. :

' "We see a key opportunity over the next two weeks, as President Bush is preparing his State of |
the Union address," he said. "We, along with a wide range of other groups, have appealed to him
to announce a new pre51dential initiative on expanding access to basic education.”

After delivering her speech Mrs Bush Visited the AIDS ward of a clinic in Accra She arid
her daughter Barbara met with 16 AIDS patients to discuss ways to ﬁght the disease and cope

- with the sti gmatlzatlon of victims.

The ﬁrst'lad_y later flew to Nigeria, where she will Visit,.a school and hospital today. -
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iimmédiatevReléase : ) T o January‘l8/f2006

THE WHITE HOUSE

foicevof'the_First Lady
(Gwagwalada, Nigeria)

For

REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY .
AT A VISIT TO ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL

Gwagwalada, Nigeria
9:20 A.M. (Local)

MRS. BUSH: I'm so happy to be here today with Sister -’

‘ Ellzabeth and everyone here-at St. Mary’s to announce the

shipment of the antiretrovirals and drugs that are behind me
that are the first~ part of a shlpment of ant1retrov1ral drugs to

- St. Mary s Hospital. The Unlted States -- PEPFAR, the
’ePreSLdent’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief -- has had a

relationship with St. Mary’s Hospital for a while. We' started

';outjby funding the mother-to-child transmission -- or the
stopping of the mother-to-child transmission of HIV. . And then
. our support has-grown, as St. Mary”s. has grown. S

So today, what’s behlnd me w1ll be the first of a shlpment
for antiretroviral treatment for 500 ‘people. Already in

"ngerla, about 29,000 people’ have been treated with funds. from:
"PEPFAR. Behind you, in a little bit, we’ll inaugurate the
‘opening of St. Mary’s new laboratory because comprehensive drug

treatment w1th antiretrovirals requlres laboratory tests-.-to-make -
sure people are really receiving the treatment they need. ' And

the United States, through PEPFAR, is proud to have been able to
~help St. Mary’s by buying some of the laboratory equlpment that

w111 be in this new lab.

I met earller thls ‘morning w1th Presrdent Obasanjo who
stood with President Bush and Kofi Annan in the Rose Garden in.

: Washlngton, D.C., as they- announced ‘the Global Fund for AIDS.
~He has been a partner all along in trying to get treatment to as
. many people as possible in Nigeria to stop the spread_of AIDS.

and to treat people so people can live a normal life with AIDS. "

I~also want to announce today =-- and this is‘newd—Qtthat“
the United States will commit $163 million this year to Nigeria



'to ‘treat AIDS treat people with AIDS, to try to prevent the

",,spread of AIDS and to make HIV/AIDS treatment pOSSlble for many

more people here in ngerla

v So it’s my honor to get to be here today with you Thank
.you for. your very, very good work L C

“END - 9:22 A.M. (Local)



‘ o ’ : THE WHITE HOUSE
' e - Office of the First Lady
(Abuja, Nigeria)

For,ImmediateiRelease- ‘ - Tsiyj"-f_u ) lJanuary 18

REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY
AT THE NATIONAL CENTER :FOR WOMEN DEVELOPMENT

Abuja, Nigeria

2:20 P.M. (Local)

MRS. BUSH: Thank you very much And thanks to everyone
who is here today I want to thank Mrs. Ciroma, Minister. of

I :,”'

. Women’ s Affairs. Thank you for your very kind 1ntroductlon
want to thank everyone in Nigeria for their very, very warm'
- welcome. I want to acknowledge the Minister of Education Madam

, Obaji for accompanying me today.:’Shelaccompanied me everywhere
. we went. Thank you very much for joining me today. The
0 - Minister of Finance, who joined me at the roundtable today,

educated me a lot about what women can do in this role of

‘finance, thank you very much for joining me today. And the

Minister of Health,. thank you very: much for being‘here.

and

I also want to thank everyone else here who‘is a member of -
the government of Nigeria. and all of you here who work w1th NGOs
in Nigeria to make sure the men ‘and women of Nigeria have a.

’chance to develop healthy and successful lives.

Also today are representatlves from UNESCO I'm honored to
‘derve as the Honorary Ambassador of the United Nations Decade
for Literacy. The United States shares the goal of UNESCO to

advance. education for all. It should be our expectation that
_every Chlld - boy and girl, rich and poor -- has access  to

educatlon

I also ‘want to thank the Unlted States Ambassador to

Nigeria, John Campbell. Thank you very, very much for welcomlng

me'here‘to yourlpostf

1

: - I had a very interesting and- 1nformat1ve dlscuss1on w1th
‘ some of Nigeria’s women leaders today Thank you very much to

the Honorable Sani, Chair of the House of Representatlves



"Commlttee on Women’s Affalrs Thank‘you for moderating our
roundtable. LT S

It’s fitting that we meet here in this place. Esther,y
‘Mangzha, the. Director of the National Center for. Women's - .. .
Development, does wonderful work documenting the contributions
Nigerian women have made and are still making to. the development L
of thelr natlon and the world : -

. The women I met today represent dlfferent parts. of ngerlan
fSOc1ety Some serve in government. Others work for NGOs and.
international organizations.: They all share the same goal, '
'though wh1ch is to give all women in ngerla the opportunlty to
j‘contrlbute to the life of thelr country

_ - The people of the United States share your goal and‘the‘
women -of the United States know your struggle It was only in
“the last century, 150 years after our Declaration of

l’hIndependence, that women attained the vote in" the Unlted

- States. Young girls need role models whose lives are examples
of achievement, and today I met some of the role models for-

- Nigeria’s girls.

It’s increasingly common for African'women to be leaders_inw‘
their government. On Monday,. the world witnessed the,“
inauguration of leerla 8 Presldent Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf.

(Applause.) President Johnson Slrleaf is the flrst woman to be'
‘elected the leader of an African. nation. This is a hlstorlc
time -- for Liberia, for Africa, and for women everywhere

Pre51dent Johnson-Sirleaf is an example for young women around
the world of a woman who has risen to the top of. her government
"through hard work, faith in democracy,'andva belief in the power"
of education. e . o

_ ’The question we must answer now is how dovwe'nurturevthe
~development of. the next generation of women leaders in Africa
and worldwide. The answer begins with education.  Education is

~the foundation of a happy and healthy life. Educated: children

grow. up to be adults who have more opportunltles to work to, o
support their families, and to fully participate in the life of -

their communities. It/ s so important to educate boys and girls,. -

because boys and glrls can make 1mportant contrlbutlons to our
“world. ' =

4 Sadly, too many children around the world do not have access
to educatlon The problem is particularly acute in sub- Saharan
’Afrlca More than one-third of primary school -age chlldren are



, not'enrolled in school at all. Of those who do enter the first

© grade, fewer than half will complete primary school. Books-and -

other learning materials are often in short supply. It’s not
‘uncommon in rural areas to have just one copy of a textbook for
a whole classroom. Girls, especially girls in rural v1llages,
are much less likely than boys to attend school, and students
who live in poverty have few opportunities for schooling because
their parents do not have the money to pay their school fees or
buy their uniforms.and books. - ' ’ o

The people of the United States believe in Africa’ s'fnture
We 'know,  as. you do, that education is vital to a better future
for all of the world’s chlldren, and we're working with you to.
make education avallable and access1ble to more children’ 1n’
dAfrlca :

l:~Education‘in-Africa is a priority for President Bush. His
Africa Education Initiative is a $600 million commitment to .
prov1de books, scholarships, school uniforms and tedcher
training so that more children can attend school. The Afrlca v
Education Inltlatlve includes fundlng to train. 920,000 teachers
in 20 countries in sub-Saharan Africa. As of December, nore-
than 300,000 new and experienced teachers had received ' )
'tralnlng ‘The Initiative has also facilitated the shlpment of
over two mllllon books to Afrlcan schools and llbrarles '

: A major goal of Pres1dent Bush’s Afrlca Educatlon Inltlatlvesj

bcpls to enroll ‘more girls in school. To meet that goal the

" United States sponsors the Ambassadors Girls’ Scholarship
Program, which will provide 550,000 scholarships to girls at the
primary and secondary level. So far, 120,000 scholarshlps have
“been provided in 40 countries. The scholarships pay for
tuition, fees, books, uniforms, and other essentlal supplles

‘This morning, I met a student-named Glory, in theyninth' -
grade at the Model Secondary School in Abuja. Glory’s parents
- work hard, but they have difficulty paying for schooling for her
- and.her siblings. Thanks to the Ambassadors Girls’ Scholarshlp
Program, Glory is able to stay in school and work with mentors
who help her stay on the path to ach1ev1ng her dreams

I saw Glory at her school today, and she'told me thatdher"
dream is to become a doctor so that she can help find a, cure for

. diseases like HIV/AIDS..  I'm encouraged by the hopes and dreams

of young peéople. All children should have great “dreams,  and
they should belleve in a future where every dream is poss1ble



- The people of the United States are pleased to work w1th .
schools in Nigeria to make educatlon a reality for thousands of
»students -We support.-these scholarships, because we believe
‘that investing in a child’s education will produce benefits many
times over in the future.

An educated woman 1is better able to provide for her famlly
.'economlcally, and to be an advocate for her own children’ S..
Veducatlon. She has. the knowledge and the skills to find new:

- ways to improve life in her community. She’s prepared to be an

active participant in society, and perhaps even a natlonal
leader. 4

13Education produces many social benefits, and perhaps none
‘greater than better health. The United States is working with
' governments and private organizations through Africa to prevent

'fHIV/AIDS and to provide treatment and care to those who are

~already infected by the disease. We all know that educatlon is
our greatest ally. Educated glrls and boys are more likely: to
know what HIV is and how to preévent infection. Girls who are
- educateéed have more economic-and social resources to rely on, and
‘therefore can: av01d early marriage and have more of a chance to -
..negotlate their own sexual lives. In fact, educated young women‘
~ have lower rates of HIV/AIDS, healthler famllles, and higher =
© rates of educatlon for thelr own chlldren S ’

Through the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, the
'people of the United States are supportlng treatment. for more
than 400,000 men,‘women and children in 15 focus countries,
1nclud1ng 29,000 people in Nigeria: Our partnership with R
'angerla has been vital to achieving this early success. The
United- States has a dedicated partner in the fight agalnst
-HIV/AIDS in President Obasanijo. Long before experts thought 1t
was possible, President Obasanjo believed treatment- was possible
in Africa and launched a, treatment program in Nigeria. He ,
champions antiretroviral treatments, not just for the people of
legerla, but for all Africans, and- he stood with President Bush
and U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan at the Whlte House in the
Rose Garden for the announcement of the Global Fund .to flght
AIDS, tubercul051s and malaria.

»In 2004 the United States provided ngerla with almost $71
million. through the PEPFAR, the President’s Emergency Plan,“to
prevent treat and manage the effects of HIV/AIDS. In 2005, we
5prov1ded more than $110 million, and I'm pleased to announce
that in: 2006 ‘the United States is providing more than $l63
’ mllllon to overcome HIV/AIDS in ngerla (Applause ) L



Resources from the United States eupport'organizationS"that_

~are.already here on the ground, founded: by Nigerians -- falth— L

based and other humanitarian groups that ‘have long establlshed
relatlonshlps with the people in ngerla "Earlier today, I
visited one of those places -- St. Mary’s Hospital.  St. Mary’s .
first partnered with the United States to provide treatment to =~
prevent mother-to- child transmission of HIV. Advances in drug
therapies make it possible for women who are HIV- p051t1ve to
glve birth to babies who are free from the dlsease

In South Africa last summer, I met several mothers who .
successfully prevented transmission of HIV to their children,
-and we're all hopeful that soon an entlre generatlon Wlll be
'born free from HIV. (Applause )' ’

: ~-This~morning, antiretroviralgdrugs,paidvfor'by_thefpeOpleV -
of the United States through PEPFAR were delivered to St. ‘
Mary’s. These drugs will be used to treat moré than'500 v
patients living with HIV/AIDS. I also saw the new laboratory at
St. Mary’s, which will allow the staff to perform the tests that-
‘are necessary to support the llfesav1ng ant1retrov1ral i
treatment ~ »

, ~ The . Unlted States is proud to work w1th the’ people of -
ngerla on many important issues. We will continue to work
together to help the next generation reach its full potentlal
“When we prov1de education, better health care, and ‘growing.-
opportunltles for women, every boy and every girl Wlll know that’
they can be a part of ngerla S brlght future

. I m much: 1nsp1red by ‘the warmth and the energy- of the
-Tpeople I"ve met in Nigeria today. Thank you for your generous.
“hospitality, thank you for your. warm welcome, and may God bless:
‘the people of Nigeria. Thank you all very much. '(Applause )

END . R 2:33° P M. (Local)-



_ UPI i
January 18, 2006 - o '
HEADLINE U.S. ﬁrst lady talks educat1on in Afrlca

U. S first lady Laura Bush concluded her trip to Afrlca Wednesday by meetmg w1th a ngenan B
women's group and talked of role models and educatlon .

Bush was part of the U.S. delegatlon at the inauguration Monday of leena President Ellen =
J ohnson Sirleaf, whom Bush called "an example for young women around the world "

"The question we must answer now is how do we nurture the development'of the next generation
~of women leaders in Africa and worldwide," Bush said. "The answer begins with education. ...
Educated children grow up to be adults who have more opportumtles to work to support the1r

. fam1hes and to fully participate in the life of their commumtres "

After leavmg Nigeria, Bush was asked about comments Monday by Sen. Hillary Clinton, D-
 N.Y., who claimed Republicans were running the U S. House of Representatlves "likea
plantat1on o g P : :

o "I think 1t's r1d1culous it's a r1d1culous comment That's what I think," the first lady sa1d

‘ She also said her next travel from Washmgton would likely include a tr1p to the hurrrcane-
damaged U.S. Gulf Coast to visit schools that have recently reopened




NBC'News Transcripts- Todav o

- January 18; 2006 -- ‘ : :
- HEADLINE First lady Laura Bush Vlslts ngerla pledges aid
_ ANCHORS ANN CURRY .
ANN CURRY anchor:

“In Africa, first lady Laura Bush announced that the US will-provide $163 million in assistance

to fight AIDS in Nigeria. Mrs. Bush met with N1ger1a s president and Vlslted AIDS patients and
health workers at a small clinic.



. BBC Monitoring Africa — Political

January 18, 2006

; HEADLINE Visiting Laura Bush donates AIDS drugs to N1ger1an hosp1ta1

Text of report by Radlo N1ger1a from AbuJa onl18]J anuary

~ The US ﬁrst lady and wife of President George Bush Mrs Laura Bush, has donated _
ant1retrov1ra1 drugs worth 2m dollars to the St Mary's Cathohc Hospital, Gwagwalada AbuJ a.

~.She made the donation today when she Vlslted the hosp1ta1 as part of her visit to ngena

o 'The drug is to be used in the management of the HIV/AIDS cases in the hosp1ta1 [words

indistinct].

‘ SourCe: Radio Nigeria-Abuja in English o

o8




} . - Reuters- Associated Press

' January 18,2006

) HEADLINE: Universities to help develop Afrrca school texts
BYLINE Patricia Wilson

' ‘S1x U. S un1vers1t1es will apply their academic Weight to help create SChool textbooks for Africa, :
U.S. first lady Laura Bush said on Tuesday as she announced an educat1on a1d partnersh1p for
the cont1nent ,

‘Visiting a teacher training college in Ghana during an African tour, Bush announced that the B
. American universities would collaborate with six African counterparts to develop primary school
o textbooks that would reflect Afncan real1ty : : :

"These textbooks will be created in Africa so they will represent the experiences of African
students," Bush said as she visited the college in Accra with Ghana's president, John Kufuor.
"The text will be written with African cultures at the center and they will depict African scenes,"
- said the U.S. first lady, a former elementary school teacher and. hbranan who has made -
B 1mprov1ng education around the world one of her pnor1t1es -

' ‘,.Afnca 1S the world's poorest continent and l1teracy rates in many of its countries are among the - -
~ . lowest on the planet. Many rural African schools lack even the most bas1c materials and because
of w1despread poverty, attendance is often low.

4 - ...The joint development of the school texts, whrch will cover mathematics, reading, science and: ..
language arts, is part of a $600 mllhon Africa Educat1on Initiative launched by U.S. Pres1dent '
George W Bush ‘ . _ -

*The program will bring together U.S. universities ini Illinois, South Carolina, Mississippi, North -
Carolina, Texas and Alabama with African universities in Ghana Senegal, Zamb1a Tanzama
~ South Afrrca and Eth1op1a :

Laura Bush‘ who on Monday attended the inauguration in Monrovia of Liberian President Ellen o

- Johnson- S1rleaf Africa's first elected female head of state also announced a donat1on of 25, 000
books for school libraries in Ghana

Bush and her 24 year-old dau ghter Barbara who worked at a pediatric AIDS clinic in South
Africa last year, also visited an AIDS treatment center in Accra where they hstened to mov1ng

: 'stones from patients that 1ncluded adults, ch1ldren and a baby :
When one HIV pos1t1ve woman described how her fam1ly had isolated her in 2 separate room -
and another talked of her "two lives" ---one before she was d1agnosed and another after - Bush
‘thanked them for speaking out. : » :

~ "You puta real face on the disease," she said.

"' " She visits Nigeria on Wednesday.
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,;Associated Press
~January 18, 2006 . :
' HEADLINE: Mrs. Bush announces $163 million in AIDS funds for Nrgena

BYLINE: Deb Riechmann- P o
ABUIJA, Nigeria (AP) First lady Laura Bush announced Wednesday that N1ger1a W111 réceive

~$163 million in U.S. assistance to fight AIDS as'she heard a young woman at a small AIDS

clinic tell how medications helped her avoid death from the disease.
Mrs. Bush, standing next to four cartons of anti- retroviral drugs, visited with health Workers and

'AIDS patients at St. Mary's Hospital on the dusty outskirts of the capital. The four boxes enough S
*to treat 500 people is the first U.S.-backed shipment of the drugs St. Mary S has received through -
f‘,fPresrdent Bush's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief. ,
~Mrs. Bush sat under shade tree to hear the stories of clinic workers and pat1ents 1nclud1ng Toyin
Yomi, 26, whose frail body was clad'in a colorful navy dress and shawl. She tested pos1t1ve for
. HIV in 1999 and started her ﬁrst round of drug treatment in 2003. o
" ‘Mrs. Bush nodded as the woman, who spoke in a near whisper, told her tragic, yet uphftrng
~story. When stocks of the drug Yomi was taking were depleted, she nearly died three times.

- Yoini, who has been hospitalized a number of times, started a second round of drugs in. Apr11

2004 and is back on her feet.

“It's really 1mportant for people who are e HIV posrtlve to reach out to let other people know that
they can be tested, they can find out they can still live alife a positive life, a happy life," Mrs S

~ Bush said. “"That's the message we need to get out around the world."
" An estimated 3.6 million Nigerians are infected with HIV, according to the State Department

About 310,000 people die each year in Nigeria, which has one-fifth of Africa's population.
N1ger1a is one of the largest recipients of funds from PEPFAR, but there is serious concern that -

*. testing, monitéring and health care systems are not adequate to reach people at high risk of

contracting the disease. People in their teens and 20s account for most HIV infections.

" On the final day of her four-day swing through West Africa, Mrs. Bush met with N1ger1an
President Olesegun Obasanjo at his residence, and visited a public school where young people,
- dressed to represent different ethic groups in the nation, performed a Welcome dance for herin'a -
courtyard. . BT
. Walking past a sign that said ° Remember that the g1r1 chrld hasa nght to basic education,” Mrs U
Bush spoke with students who receive U.S.-backed scholarships that help pay for school fees,

uniforms and supplies so they can attend school.

~ Her daughter, Barbara, at her side, Mrs. Bush advised the students, 1nclud1ng one Who said she"

dreamed of being a lawyer, to read many different types of books to prepare themselves for

' future education.

~ Before heading back to Washmgton Mrs. Bush spoke at the Nat10na1 Center for Women s

Development, the same place where President Chnton spoke about ﬁghtlng AIDS in 2000
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