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JOINT STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT GEORGE w BUSH
AND "PRIME MINISTER TONY BLAIR
: ' ON IRAQ

, The future of Iraqg belongs to the Iraql people 1 After
_years of d1ctatorsh1p, Iraq will soon be’ liberated. For thef :
first time in’ decades Iraqls w1ll soon choose thelr own
‘representatlve government - . g

Coalltlon mllltary operatlons are progress1ng ,and Wlll

‘succeed. ‘We will eliminate the threat posed by Iraqg’'s weapons"
‘of mass- destructlon dellver humanltarlan aid, and secure theZT

freedom .of the Iragi people "We will create an env1ronment‘
‘where Iragis. can determine - thelr own fate democratlcally and

"7vpeacefully

Vo

"ﬂ] We are grateful to our men and women in unlform as well as )

_'to the brave troops of Australla and Poland, and. to forces
'{contrrbuted by other members of the: coalltlon They have .

qf,demonstrated enormous ‘bravery and professlonallsm in the face offﬂ‘”“
'rgreat danger We mourn for the members of the Armed Forces who .

- have: sacrlflced their lives, 'and extend our deepest sympathles
-h,to,thelr famllles - » : - :
R We also grleve for the’ loss of c1v111an llfe in Iraq

“qualltlon forces -take great care to ‘avoid. c1vlllan casualtles

~ The Iragi. regime has done the oppos1te.j'It has dellberately put! S

Iraqgi c1v111ans in harm s way, and used women and . chlldren as -
_?human shields. It has sent .execution squads to kill Iraqls who
~choose’ freedom over f1ght1ng for a brutal regime. -We condemn
Iraqgi. regime forces attacks in c1v1llan clothlng, false ’

. surrender; and mistreatment of prisoners of war. . These’ abéts arefffj"
can’ affront to all standards of human decency and 1nternatlonal"””

~law

R We are taking every . step pos51ble to safeguard Musllm holy
’st1tes and other protected places 1n Iraqg- that are 1mportant to.




N

.Vythe rellglous and cultural herltage of Islam and of Iraq ef;‘

have no confidence that the Iragi regime has done the: same, andf%,irffl

f?are_deeply concerned by reports that it is dellberately
'endangering hsuchﬁsites and us1ng them for mllltary purposes

The coalltlon is dellverlng food med1c1ne and‘other‘-”

ff human1tar1an ass1stance to the Iraq1 people Th1s flow will- i o
“increase as more of Irag's territory is. liberated: ‘We welcome“*V'

~.the adoption by- the United Natioms Securlty Counc11 of
ﬂfResolutlon 1472, which will allow shipments of humanltarlan
_1tems to Iraq to resume under the 011 for Food program '

= " As we said at our March 16 meetlng in the Azores “we will
.uphold. ' our respon81b111ty to. help the people of Irag bu11d a
‘nation that ‘is whole, free and at peace with 1tself and its =
t_nelghbors We support the asplratlons of all of Iraq ) people :
for a- unlted representatlve government that upholds human ‘ '
rights and the rule of law as cornerstones. of democracy We e
‘”reafflrm our . commltment to protect Iraq S natural resources,:as"dj
“_the patrlmony of the people of Iraq,fwhlch should be used only:
'for the1r beneflt : S ‘

: The day when Iraqls govern themselves must come qulckly As'f;lqd'”
early as possible,. we support the formatlon of an - Iraq1 Interlm i

V}Authorlty, run by Iraqls, ‘until a permanent government is"
Viestabllshed by the people of Iraq.: The Interim Authorlty w1ll

. be broad based .with members . from all Irag’s ethnlc groups,
'?reglons and’ dlaspora " As coalition forces. advance,/c1v1llan
Iraqgi: leaders will emerge who'can be part of such an ‘Interim
Authority. The Interlm Authorlty will progress1ve1y assume morevf

 _.of the functions of ~government .. It ‘will provide -a.means, forv”:%c]fw:ff L

, bb-Iraqls to part1c1pate in the economlc and polltlcal
: Treconstructlon of the1r country from the outset

, , As we. proceed ‘we will work in partnershlp w1th our -
5coa11tlon allles, other bilateral donors, and: w1th the Unlted
‘Nations and other 1nternatlonal 1nst1tutlons The United ™

- ‘Natlons has an: important role to pldy in- ‘the reconstructlon of \;it'“'
- Irag. ~We welcome the efforts of U.N. agencies and" non- R

"Fgovernmental organlzatlons in prov1d1ng immediate assistance tof"
- the people of Iraq. As we stated in- ‘the AZores,: we plan to seek

' the adoption of new United Nations Security Council resolutions '* o

~“that would affirm Iraqg's terr1tor1al 1ntegr1ty, ensure rapld
'-dellvery of humanltarlan ‘relief, and endorse an approprlate
'»post conflict adm1n1stratlon for Iraq. “We welcome the -
1 ,app01ntment by the Un1ted Natlons Secretary General of a‘f




Q7personal representatlve to work w1th the people of Iraq and
coalltlon representatlves

: : Coalltlon forces w111 remain in’ Iraq as long as necessary
to help ‘the. Iraql people to build-their.own polltlcal _Y_NMM, o
“institutions. and reconstruct their country, but no. longer ﬂ'we.f“

:"look forward to welcomlng a llberated Irag to the 1nternatlona1

”"communlty of natlons . We call upon our partners in the 5
'Hlnternatlonal communlty to jOln with us: “in ensurlng a democratlc
.and secure future for.- the Iraql people

S
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: ‘ " QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
@ " FORJOINT PRESS AVAILABILITY |
- WITH BRITISH PRIVE MINISTER TONY BLAIR
 HILLSBOROUGH CASTLE . -
_ NORTHERN IRELAND, U.K.
~ APRILS,2003

e V'AIKEY THEMES

R ‘ol‘;}ﬂProud of servncemen and women maJor progress V|ctory
' '..,v{j'_assured : SR v _ S

, . "-Condolences to famllles of those k|IIed wounded both mllltary [
'“3\1-:»-;‘*'and cnvnhan | R e :

s ‘ 'f_f.,. Concern for Iraql people holy sltes prowdlng reI|ef

'A\.',,"o}»'Sooner Saddam defeated 'sooner get on W|th |mprovmg llves cnahe
oflraql people o a St R




) Whatiism,FYOur' Vie"w"'iof thte‘ fole“of theTU'N i‘n\j Iraq7 | B

U N has lmportant roIe to play in Iraq

;f-'PIeased W|th Resolutlon 1472 on humanltanan rehef

, U, N speC|al|zed agenC|es prowdmg rehef now Want that to Sl

ey C, .

t.‘Wlll seek further U N resolutlons on terntonal |ntegr|ty,_.,‘,
' sanctlons rellef endorsnng transmonal admlnlstratlon

:,-Hope to work wth U N representatlve on key lmmed,ate tasks : [
VV-Such as. humanltanan rellef and human nghts . o



‘ Are you concerned W|th pace of war number of casualtles'7 | |
- : ',:{ . Very pleased W|th performance of troops o -
e Always knew the nsks knew there wouId be casualtles |
. Gneve over casualtles condolences to famllles Thelr sacnﬂce
R fv is a just cause, making our country and the worId safer and PIT
brlnglng freedom to the people of Iraq | | PR o
\ el
1 o




) How can you call for respect of Geneva conventlons |n Iraq,;. . " "
when the United States does not recognlze them at St e
s _Guantanamo'> T e R

. U S: fuIIy respects Geneva conventlons Treatlng lraql

- . _prisoners of war with dlgnlty Providing medical treatment o
L _j"-xﬂ,;v_,where needed and assunng thelr safety ’ el

n . Iraq must do the same, and anyone who does not w1l| be trled"-} e
o for war crlmes S R e S R : S

f,ﬁ:-téj'-:'llndIVIduals detalned at Guantanamo are terrorlsts and other o
- unlawful combatants not part of a unlformed mllltary Belng LI

o @f_treated well




‘ Are you seeklng a new U N resolutlon (sanctlons rellef U N

admlnlstratlon)’7

vlfDISCUSSGd thls wnth Tony Blalr today »f .

Coalltlon prowdlng humanltarlan rellef urgently Securlty

s 'Councnl Resolutlon 1472 very helpful for rehef effort |

";We agreed at Azores to seek a Securlty Councrl resolutlon to |

s fendorse an appropnate post confl|ct admlnlstratlon |n Iraq

'UN sanctlons on Ilraq erI aIso have to be Ilfted once the current R
'_'reglme is gone L | R e




'When are you going to release the roadmap’? Why haven t b
..,._‘you done so yet’? | SRR o S

s 'Have sald I am prepar'e"d'to delivé’r:thé'Ro'admap't'o”the‘vbéjritié‘g_ S

S Israeli and Palestinian, for comment once the Palestlnlans
o have a Prlme Mmlster wnth real authorlty in place /

& . .‘f"ﬂ"Palestlnlan Authorlty recently deS|gnated Mahmud Abbas (Abu' | o

o 'Mazen) as Prlme Mlnlster i :

2 - i?Abu Mazen has begun to form anew Palestlman Cablnet and Dl
. government. This government could be confirmed as soon as f»jﬂ,j T

| " next week when he presents his Cabmet to the Palestlnlan
- _"‘-_Leglslatlve CounC|I | ST S

»l “}v'-' -.As soon as thls occurs we erI present the Roadmap to the |
| 'j;ji‘partles ‘ . T S



'ff_What are your v1ews on France and relatlons w1th the rest of

=

o "Europe? -

. . Have support from maJorlty of European Countnes Grateful for' o
;v-,;.,thelr determlnatlon and courage : L

e Many ha’V‘e’Chose‘n;formally.;tjcp'be,part of oqrfcoautjioﬁ ey

e ..'_'RecogniZe‘differences within E'urope' BT

. Belleve |t is lmportant that democracnes of the world work i e

e 'Confldent that th|s w1|| be the Case as we bunld the peace in '. |
'_ 'Iraq and the Mlddle East o .
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