2014'0528-F | [ ] , | Friday, MayZQ, 2015 ‘

- FOIA Marker

This is not a textual record. This FOIA Marker indicates that material has been removed
during FOIA processing by George W. Bush Presidential Library staff.

‘Office of Laura_Bush'- Press

Miller, Kasdin

Locationor  NARA Number:

' ‘ . FRCID: . OA Number:
Stack:” Row: Sect.: Shelf: Pos.: Hollinger ID: ,
w 22 11 3 2 ' 12464 25327 - 13363 o 13520
Folder Title: -
The Trip of the First Lady to Monrovia, Liberia Accra, Ghana Abuja, and Nigeria, 01/14/2006 -

01/18/2006 SR







LEXIS®-NEXIS® View Printable Page Page 1 of 11

/1 °l/ o
The New York Times

January 1, 2006 Sunday
Correction Appended
Late Edition - Final

SECTION: Section 6; Column 2; Magazine; Pg. 30 W %

LENGTH: 7110 words (}7 ”~ %jwe’ ]
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Kwame Anthony Appiah, a philosopher, teaches at Princeton University. This essay is adapted from
"Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a World of Strangers," to be published later this month by W.W. Norton.

BODY:

1. I'm seated, with my mother, on a palace veranda, cooled by a breeze from the royal garden. Before us,
on a dais, is an empty throne, its arms and legs embossed with polished brass, the back and seat covered
in black-and-gold silk. In front of the steps to the dais, there are two columns of people, mostly men,
facing one another, seated on carved wooden stools, the cloths they wear wrapped around their chests,
leaving their shoulders bare. There is a quiet buzz of conversation. Outside in the garden, peacocks
screech. At last, the blowing of a ram's horn announces the arrival of the king of Asante, its tones
sounding his honorific, kotokohene, "porcupine chief." (Each quill of the porcupine, according to
custom, signifies a warrior ready to kill and to die for the kingdom.) Everyone stands until the king has
settled on the throne. Then, when we sit, a chorus sings songs in praise of him, which are interspersed
with the playing of a flute. It is a Wednesday festival day in Kumasi, the town in Ghana where I grew

up.

Unless you're one of a few million Ghanaians, this will probably seem a relatively unfamiliar world,
perhaps even an exotic one. You might suppose that this Wednesday festival belongs quaintly to an
African past. But before the king arrived, people were taking calls on cellphones, and among those
passing the time in quiet conversation were a dozen men in suits, representatives of an insurance
company. And the meetings in the office next to the veranda are about contemporary issues:
H.I.V./AIDS, the educational needs of 21st-century children, the teaching of science and technology at
the local university. When my turn comes to be formally presented, the king asks me about Princeton,
where I teach. I ask him when he'll next be in the States. In a few weeks, he says cheerfully. He's got a
meeting with the head of the World Bank.

Anywhere you travel in the world -- today as always -- you can find ceremonies like these, many of
them rooted in centuries-old traditions. But you will also find everywhere -- and this is something new --
many intimate connections with places far away: Washington, Moscow, Mexico City, Beijing. Across
the street from us, when we were growing up, there was a large house occupied by a number of families,
among them a vast family of boys; one, about my age, was a good friend. He lives in London. His
brother lives in Japan, where his wife is from. They have another brother who has been in Spain for a
while and a couple more brothers who, last I heard, were in the United States. Some of them still live in
Kumasi, one or two in Accra, Ghana's capital. Eddie, who lives in Japan, speaks his wife's language
now. He has to. But he was never very comfortable in English, the language of our government and our
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‘'schools. When he phones me from time to time, he prefers to speak Asante-Twi.

Over the years, the royal palace buildings in Kumasi have expanded. When I was a child, we used. to
visit the previous king, my great-uncle by marriage, in a small building that the British had allowed his
predecessor to-build when he returned from exile in the Seychelles to a restored but diminished Asante -

‘kingship. That building is now a museum, dwarfed by the enormous house next door -- built by his

successor, my uncle by marriage -- where the current king lives. Next to it is the suite of offices abutting

" the veranda where we were sitting, recently finished by the present king, my uncle's successor. The
: Br1t1sh my mother's people, conquered Asante at the turn of the 20th century; now, at the turn of the

21st, ‘the palace feels as it must have felt in the 19th century: a center of power. The president of Ghana
comes from this world, too. He was born across the street from the palace to a member of the royal
Oyoko clan. But he belongs to other worlds as well: he went to Oxford University; he's a member of one
of the Inns of Court n London he's a Cathohc W1th a picture of himself greetlng the pope in h1s s1tt1ng

i room

What are we to make of th1s‘7 On Kumasi's Wednesday festival day, I've seen visitors from England and
the United States wince at what they regard as the intrusion of modernity on timeless, traditional rituals -
- more evidence, they think, of a pressure in the modern world toward uniformity. They react like the
assistant on the film set who's supposed to check that the extras in a sword-and-sandals movie aren't

* wearing wristwatches. And such purists are not alone. In the past couple of years, Unesco's members:
- have spent a great deal of time trying to hammer out a convention on the "protection and promotion" of

cultural diversity. (It was finally approved at the Unesco General Conference in October 2005. ) The -
drafters worried that "the processes of globalization. . represent a challenge for cultural diversity,

g namely in view of risks of imbalances between rich and poor countries." The fear is that the values and -

images of Western mass culture, like some invasive weed, are threatening to choke out the world's
nat1ve flora.

The contrad1ct10ns in this argument aren't hard to ﬁnd This same Unesco document is careful’ to afﬁrm
the importance of the free flow of ideas, the freedom of thought and expression and human rights --
values that, we know, will become universal only if we make them so. What's really important, then, -

~ cultures or people? In a world where Kumasi and New York -- and Cairo and Leeds and Istanbul -- are
‘ .be1ng drawn ever closer together an ethlcs of globalization has proved elus1ve :

‘The right approach I th1nk starts by tak1ng individuals -- not nations, trlbes or "peoples” -- as. the proper

object of moral concern. It doesn't much matter what we call such a creed, but in homage to,Diogenes,

- the fourth-century Greek Cynic and the first philosopher to call himself a "citizen of the world," we

could call it cosmopolitan. Cosmopolitans take cultural difference seriously, because they take the

choices individual people make seriously. But because cultural difference is not the only thing that

concerns them, they suspect that many of globalization's cultural critics are a1m1ng at the wrong targets.

Yes globahzatlon can produce homogeneity. But globalization is also a threat to homogene1ty You can

see this as clearly in Kumasi as anywhere. One thing Kumasi isn't -- simply because it's a c1ty -~ 1s

homogeneous. English, German, Chinese, Syrian, Lebanese, Burklnabe Ivorian, [

Nigerian, Indian: I can find you families of each description. I can find you ASante people, whose
ancestors have lived in this town for centuries, but also Hausa households that have been around for -
centuries, too. There are people there from every region of the country as well, speaking scores of . -

- languages. But if you travel just a little way outside Kumasi -- 20 miles, say, in the right direction -- and

if you drive off the main road down one of the many potholed side roads of red laterite, you wea't have -
difficulty finding villages that are fairly monocultural. The people have mostly been to Kumasi and seen
the big, polyglot diverse world of the city. Where they live, though there is one everyday language :
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(aside from the English in the government schools) and an agrarian way of life based on some old crops,
like yams, and some newer ones, like cocoa, which arrived in the late 19th century as a product for =
export. They may or may not have electricity. (This close to Kumasi, they probably do.) When people
talk of the homogeneity produced by globalization, what they are talking about is this: Even here, the
villagers will have radios. (though the language will be local); you will be able to get a discussion going
about Ronaldo, Mike Tyson or Tupac; and you will probably be able to find a bottle of Guinness or
Coca-Cola (as well as of Star or Club, Ghana's own fine lagers). But has access to these things made the
place more homogeneous or less? And what can you tell about people s souls from the fact that they
drink Coca-Cola? :

It's true that the enclaves of homogeneity you find these days -- in Asante as in Pennsylvania -- are less
distinctive than they were a century ago, but mostly in good ways. More of them have access to effective
medicines. More of them have access to clean drinking water, and more of them have schools. Where, as
is still too common, they don't have these things, it's something. not to celebrate but to deplore. And -
whatever loss of difference there has been, they are constantly inventing new forms of difference: new
hairstyles, new slang, even, from time to time, new religions. No one could say that the world's villages -

. are becoming anything like the same.

So why do people in these places sometimes feel that their identities are threatened? Because the world,
their world, is changing, and some of them don't like it. The pull of the global economy -- witness those
cocoa trees, whose chocolate is eaten all around the world -- created some of the life they now live. If
chocolate prices were to collapse again, as they did in the earIy 1990's, Asante farmers might have to
find new crops or new forms of livelihood. That prospect is unsettling for some people (ust.as it is
exciting for others). Missionaries came awhile ago, so many of these villagers will be Christian, even if
they have also kept some of the rites from earlier days. But new Pentecostal messengers are challenging
the churches they know and condemning the old rites as idolatrous. Again, some like it; some don't.

- Above all, relationships are changing. When my father was young, a man‘in a village would farm some
land that a chief had granted him, and his maternal clan (including his younger brothers) would work it

- with him. When a new house needed building, he would organize it. He would also make sure his .
dependents were fed and clothed, the children educated, marriages and funerals arranged and pa1d for. -
He could expect to pass the farm and the respons1b111t1es along to the next generat1on :

Nowadays everythlng 1s different. Cocoa pr1ces have not kept pace with the cost of 11v1ng Gas prices
have made the transportation of the crop'more expensive. And there are new possibilities for the young
in the towns, in other parts of the country and in other parts of the world. Once, perhaps,‘'you could have
- commanded the young ones to stay. Now they have the right to leave -- perhaps to seek work at one of
- the new data-processing centers down south in the nation's capital -- and, anyway, you may not make
enough to feed and clothe and educate them all. So the time of the successful farming family is passing,
and those who were settled in that way of life are as sad to see it go as American family farmers are
whose lands are accumulated by giant agribusinesses. We can sympathize with them. But we cannot
force their children to stay in the name of protecting their authentic culture, and we cannot afford to
subsidize 1ndeﬁn1tely thousands of distinct islands of homogenelty that no longer make economic sense.

Nor should we want to. Human var1ety matters, cosmopohtans thmk, because people are entitled to
~options. What John Stuart Mill said more than a century ago in "On Liberty" about diversity within a
society serves just as well as an argument for variety across the globe: "If it were only that people have
diversities of taste, that is reason enough for not attempting to shape them all after one model. But
different persons also require different conditions for their spiritual development; and can no more exist

healthily in the same moral, than all the variety of plants can exist in the same physical, atmosphere and

- climate. The same things which are helps to one person towards the cultivation of his higher nature, are
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- 'hindrances to another.. . .Unless there is a corresponding diversity in their modes of life, they neither

obtain their fair share of happiness, nor grow up to the mental, moral, and aesthetic stature of which
their nature is capable." If we want to preserve a wide range of human conditions because it allows free
- people the best chance to make their-own lives, we can't enforce diversity by trapping people within
differences they long to escape.

- 2. Even if you grant that people shouldn't be compelled to sustain the older cultural practices, you might
suppose that cosmopolitans should side with those who are busy around the world "preserving culture"
and resisting "cultural imperialism." Yet behind these slogans you often find some curious assumptions. -
Take "preserving culture." It's one thing to help people sustain arts they want to sustain. I am all for..
festivals of Welsh bards in Llandudno financed by the Welsh arts council. Long live the Ghana National
Cultural Center in Kumasi, where you can go and learn traditional Akan dancing and drumming, '
especially since its classes are spirited and overflowing. Restore the deteriorating film stock of early
- Hollywood movies; continue the preservation of Old Norse and early Chinese and Ethiopian
manuscripts; record, transcribe and analyze the oral narratives of Malay and Masai and Maon All these
are undeniably valuable. : :

But preserving culture -- in the sense of such cultural art1facts - 1s d1fferent from preserving cultures.
And the cultural preservationists often pursue the latter, trying to ensure that the Huli of Papua New
Guinea (or even Sikhs in Toronto) maintain their "authentic" ways. What makes a cultural expression
authentic, though? Are we to stop the importation of baseball caps into Vietnam so that the Zao will
continue to wear their colorful red headdresses? Why not ask the Zao? Shouldn't the choice be theirs?

"They have no real choice," the cultural preservatlonlsts say. "We' ve dumped cheap Western clothes into
their markets, and they can no longer afford the silk they used to wear. If they had what they really
wanted, they'd still be dressed traditionally." But this is rio longer an argument about authentlclty The
claim is that they can't afford to do something that they'd really like to do, something that is expressive
of an identity they care about and want to sustain. This is a genuine problem, one that afflicts people in
many communities: they're too poor to live the life they want to lead. But if they do get richer, and they _
~ still run around in T-shirts, that's their choice. Talk of authenticity now Just amounts to telhng other
people what they ought to value in their own traditions. - :

- Not that th1s is likely to be a problem in the real world. People who can afford it mostly 11ke to puton
“traditional garb -- at least from time to time. I was best man once at a Scottish wedding at which the
bridegroom wore a kilt and I wore kente cloth. Andrew Oransay, the islander who piped us up the aisle,
- whispered in.my ear at one point, "Here we all are then, iri our tribal gear." In Kumasi, people ‘who can
afford them love to put on their kente cloths, especially the most "traditional" ones, woven in colorful

- silk strips in the town of Bonwire, as they have been for a couple of centuries. (The prices are high i in:

part because demand outside Asante has risen. A fine kente for a man now costs more than the average
Ghanalan earns in a year. Is that bad? Not for the people of Bonwire.) : :

Be51des trylng to find some primordially authentic culture can be like peehng an onion. The textlles
most people think of as traditional West African cloths are known as Java prints; they arrived in the 19th
century with the Javanese batiks sold, and often milled; by the Dutch. The traditional garb of Herero
women in Namibia derives from the attire of 19th-century German missionaries, though it is still
- unmistakably Herero, not least because the fabrics used have a distinctly un-Lutheran range of colors.

And so with our kente cloth: the silk was always imported, traded by Europeans, produced in Asia. This

tradition was once an innovation. Should we reject it for that reason as untraditional? How far back must
“one go? Should we condemn the young men and women of the University of Science and Technology, a

few miles outside Kumasi, who wear European-style gowns for graduation, lined with kente strips (as -
they do now at Howard and Morehouse, too)? Cultures are made of continuities and changes, and the’
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B 1dent1ty of a soc1ety can survive through these changes Soc1et1es Wrthout change arent authentlc they Ie .
just’ dead : . , SR R

, 3. The preservatlonlsts often make the1r case by 1nvok1ng the eV1l of "cultural 1mper1a11sm " The1r o f i
underlymg picture, in broad strokes, is this: There is a world system of capitalism. It has a center and a

~periphery. At the center -- in Europe and the United States - is a set of multinational corporatlons Some i

of these are in the med1a business. The products they sell around the world promote the creation of -
desires that can be fulfilled only by the purchase and use of their products. They do this expllcltly
through advert1s1ng, but more insidiously, they also do so through the messages implicit in movies and

*in television drama. Herbert Schiller, a leading critic of "media-cultural imperialism," claimed that "it i is '

the i 1magery and cultural perspectives of the rulmg sector n the center that shape and structure e
consclousness throughout the system at large." ' o SR :

" v ,That's the, theory, anyway. But the evidence doesn't bear it out. Researchers hay‘e-"actuallygone out into
the world and explored the responses to the hit television series "Dallas" in Holland and among Israeli

- Arabs, Moroccan Jewish immigrants, kibbutzniks and new Russian immigrants to Israel. They have -

“examined the actual content of the television media -- whose penetration of everyday life far exceeds :
that of film -- in Australia, Brazil, Canada, India and Mexico. They have looked at how American -~~~ -~
popular culture was taken up by the artists of Sophratown in South Africa. They have d1scussed "Days o
- of Our Lives™ and "The Bold and the Beautrful" W1th Zulu college students from tradrtronal R
backgrounds R o SR , e

And one thmg they ve found is that how people respond to these cultural 1mports depends on the1r
existing cultural context. When the media scholar Larry Strelitz spoke-to students from KwaZulu-Natal,

* . he found that they were anything but passive vessels. One.of them, Sipho -- a self- described: very, very

it strong Zulu man" -- reported that he had drawn- lessons from Watchmg the Amer1can soap opera "Days.
‘of Our Lives," "espec1ally relatlonshlp-Wlse " It fortified his view that "if a guy can tell a woman that he’ )
. loves her, she should be able to do the same." What's more, after watching the show, Slpho "reallzed that -

*_-Ishould be-allowed to speak to my father. He should be my friend rather than just my father " It seems L
o doubtful that that was the 1ntended message of multmatronal cap1tahsm s rulmg sector i

:But Slpho s response also conﬁrmed that cultural consumers are not dupes They can adapt products to : :
suit their own needs and they can dec1de for themselves What they do and do not approve of Here 5. '

s ’581pho aga1n

o "In terms of our culture a g1rl 1s expected to enter nto relatlonshrps when she 1s about 20 In the ;:'.; S
Western culture, a girl can be exposed to a relationship as early as 15 or 16. That one we shouldn't adopt I

in our culture. Another thing we shouldn't adopt from the Western culture has to do W1th the Way they.
treat elderly people I Wouldn't hke my famrly to be sent 1nto an old age home.". :

8 It Wouldn't matter whether the "old -age homes" in Amerlcan soap operas were. safe places full of kmdly S

_people That wouldn't sell the idea to Sipho. Dutch viewers of "Dallas" saw not the pleasures.of .
* conspicuous consumption among the superrich -- the message that theorists of "cultural 1mper1ahsm"

- find in every episode -- but a reminder that money and power don't protect you from tragedy Israeli ) e
Arabs saw a program that confirmed that women abused by their husbands should return to their: fathers T

' Mexican telenovelas remind Ghanaian women that, where sex is at issue, men are. not to be trusted If
the telenovelas tr1ed to tell them otherW1se they Wouldn t beheve it. AT :

. Talk of cultural 1mper1a11sm structurmg the consciousnesses' Of those in the per1phery treats people hke'_g =
‘Sipho as blank slates on which global capitalism's moving finger writes its message;, leavmg beh1nd o :
another cultural automaton as it moves on. It is deeply condescendlng And it 1sn't true
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In fact, one way that people sometimes respond to the onslaught of ideas from the West is to turn them -
against their originators. It's no accident that the West's fiercest adversar1es among other societies tend
to come from among the most Westernized of the-group. Who in Ghana excoriated the British colonizers
and built the movement for independence? Not the farmers and the peasants. Not the chiefs. It was the
Western-educated bourgeoisie. And when Kwame Nkrumah -- who went to college in Pennsylvania and
lived in London -- created a nationalist mass movement, at its core were soldiers who had returned from
fighting a war in the British Army, urban market women who traded Dutch prints, unionists who worked
in industries created by colonialism and the so-called veranda boys, who had been to colonial schools,
learned English and studied history and geography in textbooks written in England. Who led the

- resistance to the British Raj? An Indian-born South African lawyer, trained in the British courts, whose

name was Gandhi; an Indian named Nehru, who wore Savile Row suits and sent his daughter to an.
English boarding school; and Muhammad Ali Jinnah, founder of Pakistan, who joined Lincoln's Inn in
London and became a barrister at the age of 19. The independence movements of the postwar world that
led to the end of Europe's African and Asian empires were driven by the rhetoric that had guided the
Allies" own struggle against Germany and Japan: democracy, freedom, equality. This wasn't a conflict

»between values Itwasa conﬂ1ct of'1 1nterests couched in terms of the same values

4. Somet1mes, though, people react to the incursions of the modern world not by appropriating the -
values espoused by the liberal democracies but by inverting them. One recent result has been a new
worldwide fraternity that presents cosmopolitanism with something of a sinister mirror image. Indeed,’
you could think of its members as counter-cosmopolitans. They believe in human dignity across the
nations, and they live their creed. They share these ideals with people in many countries, speaking many
languages. As thoroughgoing globalists, they make full use of the World Wide Web. They resist the
crass consumerism of modern Western society and deplore its influence in the rest of the world. But they
also resist the temptations of the narrow nationalisms of the countries where they were born, along with

~the humble allegiances of kith and kin. They resist such humdrum loyalties because they get in the way

of the one thing that matters: building a community of enlightenéd men and women across the world.
That is one reason they reject traditional religious authorities (though they disapprove, too, of their
obscurantism and temporizing). Sometimes they agomze in their discussions about whether they can -
reverse the world's evils or whether their struggle 18 hopeless But mostly they sold1er on in their efforts -
to make the world a better place ' = : .

These are not the heirs of D1ogenes the Cynic. The community these comrades are building is not a
polis; it's what they call the ummabh, the global community of Muslims, and it is open to all who share
their faith. They are young, global Muslim fundamentalists. The ummah's new globalists consider that

 they have returned to the fundamentals of Islam; much of what passes for Islam in the world, much of

what has passed as Islam for centuries, they think a sham. As the French scholar Olivier Roy has

- _observed, these religionists -- his term for them is "neofundamentalists” -- wish to cleanse Islam's
: pristine and universal message from the contingencies of mere history, of local cultures. For them, Roy -

notes, "globalization is a good opportunity to dissociate Islam from any given culture and to provide a
model that could work beyond any culture." They have taken a set of doctrines that once came with a
form of life, in other Words and thrown away that form of life.

Now, the vast majority of these fundamentalists are not gomg to blow anybody up. So they should not

_be confused with those other Muslims --the "radical neofundamentalists," Roy calls them -- who want to

turn jihad, interpreted as literal warfare against the West, into the sixth pillar of Islam. Whether to
endorse the use of violence is a political decision, even if it is to be justified in religious terins.
Nonetheless, the neofundamentalists present a classic challenge to cosmopolitanism, because they, too,
offer a moral and, in its way, 1nclus1ve universalism.
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Unllke cosmopohtanlsm ‘of course; it is universalist w1thout being tolerant, and such intolerant
. universalism has often led to murder. It underlay the French Wars of Religion that bloodied the four
decades before the Edict of Nantes of 1598, in which Henri IV of France finally granted to the
Protestants in his realm the right to practice their faith. In the Thirty Years' War, which ravaged central
Europe until 1648 and the Peace of Westphalia, Protestant and Catholic princes from Austria to.Sweden
struggled. with one another, and hundreds of thousands of Germans died in battle. Millions starved or
- died of disease as roaming armies pillaged the countryside. The period of religious conflict in the Brltlsh
Isles, from the first Bishops' War of 1639 to the end of the English Civil War in 1651, which pitted
- -Protestant armies against the forces of a Catholic king, resulted in the deaths of perhaps 10 percent of .
the population. All these conflicts involved issues beyond sectarian doctrine, of course. Still, many
Enlightenment liberals drew the conclusion that enforcmg one vision of universal truth could only lead .
the world back to the blood baths. : :

Yet tolerance by 1tself 1s not what distinguishes the cosmopolitan from the neofundamentalist. There are °
plenty of things that the heroes of radical Islam are happy to tolerate. They don't care if you eat kebabs
or meatballs or kung pao chicken, as long as the meat is halal; your hijab can be silk or linen or viscose.:
At the same time, there are plenty of things that cosmopohtans will not tolerate. We will sometimes
want to intervene in other places because what is going on there violates our principles so deeply. We,
too, can see moral error. And when it is serious enough -- genocide is the least- controvers1al case --'we -
will not stop with conversatlon Tolerat1on has its l1m1ts 4 :

- Nor can you tell us apart by saying that the neofundamentahsts beheve in universal truth Cosmopohtans
believe in universal truth, too, though we are less certain that we already have all of it. It is not
skepticism about the very idea of truth that guides us; it is realism about how hard the truth is to find.

. One tenet we hold to, however, is that every human being has obligations to every other. Everybody
matters that is our central idea. And again, it sharply limits the scope of our tolerance.

To say what in principle, distinguishes the cosmopohtan from competrng universalisms, we plarnly
need to go beyond talk of truth and tolerance. One distinctively cosmopolitan commitment is to.
pluralism. Cosmopolitans think that there are many values worth living by and that you cannot live by
all of them. So we hope and expect that different people and different societies will embody different
values. Another aspect of cosmopolitanism is what phrlosophers call fallibilism -- the sense that our -
knowledge is 1mperfect prov151onal subject . to revision in the face of new evidence.

The neofundamentalist conceptron of a global ummabh, by contrast, admits of local variations -- but only
in matters that don't matter. These counter-cosmopolitans, like many Christian fundamentalists, do think
that there is one rlght way for all human beings to live; that all the differences must be in the details. If
‘what concerns you is global homogeneity, then this utopia, not the world that capitalism is producing, is’
the one you should worry about. Still, the universalisms in the name of religion are hardly the only ones
that invert the cosmopolitan creed. In the name of universal humamty, you can be the kind of Marxist, -
like Mao or Pol Pot, who wants to eradicate all religion, ]ust as easily as you can be the Grand Inquisitor
.supervrsrng an auto-da-fe. All of these men want everyone on their side, so we can share with them the
v1s1on in their mirror. "Indeed, I'm a trustworthy adviser to you," Osama bin Laden said in a 2002
"message to the American people." "I invite you to the happiness of this world and the hereafter and to
escape your dry, miserable, materialistic life that is without soul. I invite you to Islam, that calls to
follow of the path of Allah alone Who has no partners, the path whichi calls for justice and forbids .
-oppression and crimes.” Join us, the counter-cosmopolitans say, and we will all be sisters and brothers.
But each of them plans to trample on our differences -- to trample us to death, if necessary -- if we will -
not join them. Their motto might as well be the sardonic German saying Und willst du nicht mein
~ Bruder sein, So schlag ich Dir den Schadel ein. (If you don't want to be my brother then I‘ll smash your
skull in.) .
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That liberal pluralists are hostile to certain authoritarian ways of life -- that they're intolerant of radical
intolerance -- is sometimes seen as kind of self-refutation. That's a mistake: you can care about
individual freedom and still understand that the contours of that freedom will vary conSiderably from
place to place. But we might as well admit that a concern for individual freedom isn't something that
-will appeal to every individual. In politics, including cultural politics, there are winners and losers --
which is worth remembering when we think about international human rights treaties. When we seek to
embody our concern for strangers in human rights law, and when we urge our government to enforce it,
 we are seeking to change the ' world of law in every nation on the planet. We have declared slavery a
“violation of international law. And, in so doing, we have committed ourselves, at a minimum, to the
~desirability of its eradication everywhere. This is no longer controversial in the capitals of the world. No
- one defends enslavement. But international treaties define slavery in ways that arguably include debt
bondage, and debt bondage is a significant economic institution in parts of South Asia. I hold no brief
for debt bondage. Still, we shouldn't be surprlsed if people whose incomes and style of life depend upon -
. -1t.are angry: : : :

It's the same with the international movements to promote women's equality. We know that many
“Islamists are deeply disturbed by the way Western men and women behave. We permit women to swim
‘almost naked with strange men, which is our business, but it is hard to keep the news of these acts of . -
immodesty from Muslim women and children or to protect Muslim men from the temptations they
inevitably create. As the Internet extends its reach, it will get even harder, and their children, especially -
their girls, will be tempted to ask for these freedoms, too. Worse, they say, we are now trymg to.force -
our conception of how women and men should behave upon them. We speak of women's rights. We
* make treaties enshrrmng these rrghts And then we want their governments to enforce them

Like many people in.every nation, I support those treaties; I believe that women, like men, should have
the vote, should be entitled to work outside their homes, should be protected from the physical abuse of
men, including their fathers, brothers and husbands. But I also know that the changes these freedoms.
“‘would bring will change the balance of power between men and women in everyday life. How do I
know this? Because I have lived most of my adult life in the West as it has gone through Just such a
transition, and I know that the process is not yet complete. : :

So liberty and diversity may well be at odds, and the tensions between them aren't always easily
resolved. But the rhetoric of cultural preservation isn't any help. Again, the contradictions are nearto -

" hand. Take another look at that Unesco Convention. It affirms the "principle of equal dignity of and

- respect for all cultures." (What, all cultures -- including those of the K.K.K. and the Taliban?) It also

affirms "the importance of culture for social cohesion in general, and in particular its potential for the

enhancement of the status and role of women in society." (But doesn't "cohesion" argue for uniformity?

And wouldn't enhancrng the status and role of women involve changing, rather than preserving,

- cultures?) In Saudi Arabia, people can watch "Will and Grace" on satellite TV -- officially proscrlbed

but available all the same -- knowing that, under Saudi law, Will could be beheaded in a public square.

In northern Nigeria, mullahs inveigh against polio vaccination while sentencing adulteresses to death by

stoning. In India, thousands of wives are burned to death each year for failing to make their dowry-

- payments. Vive la dlfference? Please.

S, L1v1ng cultures do not, in any case, evolve from purity into contamination; change is more a gradual
transformatioh from one mixture to a new mixture, a process that usually takes place at some distance
from rules and rulers, in the conversations that occur across cultural boundaries. Such conversations are
‘ot so much about arguments and values as about the exchange of perspectives. I don't say that we can't
change minds, but the reasons we offer in our conversation will seldom do much to persuade others who
do not share our fundamental evaluative judgments already. When we make judgments, after all, it's
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rarely because we have applied well-thought-out principles to a set of facts and deduced an-answer. Our
efforts to justify what we have done -- or what we plan to do -- are typically made up after the event,
rationalizations of what we have decided 1ntu1t1vely to do. And a good deal of what we intuitively take
to be r1ght we take to be right just because it is what we are used to. That does not mean, however, that
we cannot become accustomed to doing things differently. ’

Con51der the practice of foot-binding in Ch1na which pers1sted for a thousand years -- and was largely
“eradicated within a generation. The anti- -foot-binding campaign, in the 1910's and 1920's, did circulate
facts about the disadvantages of bound feet, but those couldn't have come as news to most people

Perhaps more effective was the campaign's emphasis that no other country went in for the practice; in

the world at large, then, China was "losing face" because of it. (To China's cultural preservationists, of =
~ course, the fact that the practice was peculiar to the region was entirely a mark in its favor.) Natural-foot - :
societies were formed, with members forswearing the practice and further pledging that their sons would
not marry women with bound feet. As the movement took hold, scorn was heaped on older women with
bound feet, and they were forced to endure the agonies of unbinding. What had been beautiful became
ugly; ornamentation became dlsﬁgurement The appeal to reason can explain neither the custom nor-its
abolltlon - : ‘

So, too,g With other social trends. Just a couple of generations ago, most people in most of the
industrialized world thought that middle-class women would ideally be housewives and mothers. If they
had time on their hands, they could engage in charitable work or entertain one another; a few of them
might engage in the arts, writing novels, painting, performing in music, theater and dance. But there was
little place for them in the "learned professions"” -- as lawyers or doctors, priests or rabbis; and if they
were to be academics, they would teach young women and probably remain unmarried. They were not
llkely to make the1r way in polltlcs except perhaps at the local level And they were not made welcome
in science. v .

How much of the shift away from these assumptions is a result of arguments? Isn't a significant part of it
just the conSequence of our getting used to new ways of doing things? The arguments that kept the old
pattern in place were not -- to put it mlldly -- terribly good. If the reasons for the old sexist way of doing
things had been the problem the women's movement could have been done in a couple of weeks

Consider another example In much of Europe and North America, in places Where a generatlon ago

. homosexuals were social outcasts and homosexual acts were illegal, lesbian and gay couples are
increasingly being recognized by their families, by society and by the law. This is true despite the
continued opposition of major religious groups and a significant and persisting undercurrent of social
disapproval. Both sides make arguments, some good, most bad. But if you ask the social scientists what
has produced this change, they will rightly not start with a story about reasons. They will give you a
historical account that concludes with a sort of perspectival shift. The increasing presence of "openly .

. gay" people in'social life and in the media has changed our habits. And over the last 30 years or S0,
instead of thinking about the private activity of gay sex, many Americans and Europeans started
thinking about the public category of gay people.

. One of the great savants of the postwar era, John von Neumann, liked to say, mischievously, that "in
mathematics you don't understand things, you just get used to them." As in mathematical arguments, so
in moral ones. Now, I don't deny that all the time, at every stage, people were talking, giving one
_another reasons to do things: accept their children, stop treatlng homosexuallty as a medical disorder,
d1sagree with their churches, come out. Still, the short version of the story is basically this: People got
used to lesbians and gay men. I am urging that we should learn about people in other places, take an
interest in their civilizations, their arguments, their errors, their achievements, not because that will bring
us to agreement but because it will help us get used to one another -- something we have a powerful
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need to do in this globalized era. If that is the aim, then the fact that we have all these opportunities for
disagreement about values need not put us off. Understanding one another may be hard; it can certainly
be interesting But it doesn't require that we come to agreement ,

6. The ideals of purity and preservatlon have licensed a great deal of mischief in the past century, but.
they have never had much to do with lived culture. Ours may be an era of mass migration, but the global
* spread and hybridization of culture -- through travel, trade or conquest -- is hardly a recent development.
Alexander's empire molded both the states and the sculpture of Egypt and North India; the Mongols and
then the Mughals shaped great swaths of Asia; the Bantu migrations populated half the African
continent. Islamic states stretch from Morocco to Indonesia; Christianity reached Africa, Europe and

~ Asia within a few centuries of the death of Jesus of Nazareth; Buddhism long ago migrated from India
into much of East and Southeast Asia. Jews and people whose ancestors came from 1 ‘many parts of China
have long lived in vast diasporas. The traders of the Silk Road changed the style of elite dress in Italy;
'someone buried Chinese pottery in 15th-century Swahili graves. I have heard it'said that the bagplpes
started out in Egypt and came to Scotland with the Roman infantry. None of this is modern

: Our guide to what is going on here might as'well be a former African slave named_ Publius Terentius ’
Afer, whom we know as Terence. Terence, born in Carthage, was taken to Rome in the early second
century B.C., and his plays -- witty, elegant works that are, with Plautus's earlier, less-cultivated works, .

essentially all we have of Roman comedy -- were widely admired among the city's literary elite.
Terence's own mode of writing -- which involved freely 1ncorporat1ng any number of earher Greek plays
into a- s1ng1e Lat1n one -- was known to Roman litterateurs as "contamination.” ’

- It'san evocative term. When people speak,for an ideal of cultural purity, sustalnlng the authentic culture
of the Asante or the American family farm, I find myself drawn to contamination as the name for a -
counterideal. Terence had anotably firm grasp on the range of human variety: "So many men, so many .
opinions" was a line of his. And it's in his comedy "The Self-Tormentor" that you'll find what may be the
- golden rule of cosmopohtanlsm -- Homo sum: humani nil a me alienum puto;"I'am human: nothing -
human is alien to me."” The context is illuminating. A busybody farmer named Chremes is told by his
neighbor to mind his own affairs; the homo sum credo is Chremes's breezy rejoinder. It isn't meant to be
~-an ordinance from on high; it's just the case for gossip. Then again, gossip -- the fascination people have
for the small doings of other people -- has been a powerful force for conversation among cultures.

The ideal of contamination has few exponents more eloquent than Salman Rushdie, Who has 1ns1sted -
that the novel that occasioned his fatwa "celebrates hybridity, impurity, 1nterm1nghng, the
transformation that comes of new and unexpected combinations of human beings, cultures, ideas,
politics, movies, songs. It rejoices in mongrelisation and fears the absolutism of the Pure. Melange,
hotch-potch, a bit of this and a bit of that is how newness enters the world." No-doubt there can be an
easy and spurious utopianism of "mixture," as there is of "purity" or "authenticity." And yet the larger
human truth is on the side of contamination -- that endless process ofi 1m1tatlon and revision.

A tenable global eth1cs has to temper a respect for difference with a respect for the freedOni of actual
human beings to make their own choices. That's why cosmopolitans don't insist that everyone become
cosmopolitan. They know they don't have all the answers. They're humble enough to think that they -

- might learn from strangers; not too humble to think that strangers can't learn from them. Few remember
what Chremes says after his "I am human" line, but it is equally suggestive: "If you're right, I'll do what '
you do If you're wrong, I'll set you straight."

U‘RL:H http://www.nytimes.com
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| CORRECTION-DATE: January 15, 2006 - o ‘ L o

CORRECTION:

An essay on Jan. 1 about the advantages of cosmopolitanism over enforced homogeneity in World
cultures throughout history misstated the religion of a 17th- century Engllsh k1ng Charles I was a

~ member of the Church of England, not a Catholic.

GRAPHIC Photos Connected In the Ghana1an c1t1es of Accra, Cape Coast and Kumas1 cellphones are
part of the culture (Photographs by Lyle Ashton Harns for The New York T1mes) .

_LOAD DATE Januaryl 2006
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The NEWS (Monrovia) - -

. January 12, 2006 : . ' ' S
< HEADLINE: Six Presidents for Inauguratlon --NTGL Releases Calendar of Events :
" BYLINE: T. Michael Johnny o ; S ‘

At least six African Pres1dents have confirmed therr respectrve presence in Monrovra for the

_ historic inauguration.of Liberia and Africa's first female elected President, Mrs. Ellen J ohnson- -
. Sirleaf, slated for January 16, 2006 at the Capitol Bulldrng, Informatlon M1n1ster C. William
" Allen has disclosed. = - .
- Briefing Executive Mansion reporters following an-hour long Cab1net Meeting Wednesday,
" Minister Allen named Nigeria's President and Chairman of the African Union (AU), Olusegun .
-~ Obansanjo, South African President, Tambo Mbeki, and Ghanaian President John Kuffor.

Others include Sierra Leonean President, Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, and Ivorian President, Laurent
Gbagbo, all of whom have communicated to the Foreign Ministry conﬁrm1ng their partrcrpat1on
in the inauguration of Liberia's 23rd President- elect.

- Reports also have it that the Burkina Fasso Presrdent Blaise Campore will also attend.

Also included in the list of dignitaries expected to grace the inauguration are Guinea's Pr1me

‘Minister Saydou Diallo, and several other proxied from heads of States and governments in:
" Africa and elsewhere. -

- From across the Atlantic Ocean, Mrs. Laura Bush wife of United States President George :
" Bush, United States Secretary of State, Condoleeza Rice, the Chinese Foreign Minister; and the

Development Minister of France are all expected in Monrovia, Minister Allen told the Press.
"Although the list of expected guests are still confirming their presence with the Minister of

- Foreign Affairs, the names given are those that have formally confirmed their wrllrngness to
- attend the inauguration," the Information Minister said Wednesday. . o
- " think the presence of powerful African and influential leaders and busrness execut1ves from

developed countries is a sign of relief that at long last, Liberia will become stable, embrace

h development and be on par with other emergrng democrac1es in-Africa and the world at large,"

an'incoming lawmaker asserted.

e 'In arelated development, the National Transrtronal Government of L1ber1a (NTGL) has released |

the calendar of events leading to the 1naugurat1on of the President- elect. In its protocol, the -

NTGL said the inauguration ceremonies start on Saturday, J anuary 14, 2006 ‘with a cultural and
- musical extravaganza at the Antornette Tubman Stad1um (ATS) which will be opened to the
" public at 7:00 p.m. L

On Sunday, J anuary 15, 2006 at 11 o'clock a.m., an Intercessory and Thanksgrvmg Servrce wrll -

‘be held at the First United Methodist Church on Ashmun Street by invitation only, while at 2
“o'clock p.m., an honoring program organized by Women s Organization w1ll be held at the ATS
- “which will be opened to the public.

Seemingly, the NTGL said on Monday, J anuary 16, 2006 at 1 {am. 1naugurat10n ceremony will

- take place on the grounds of the Capitol Building, which is strictly by invitation, while reception
~ will follow at the Executive Mansion and simultaneously in communities throughout the country.
- Finally on Tuesday, January 17, 2006 at 9:30 a.m., the President will receive the ad hoc Missions
“accredited to the inauguration in the parlous of the Executive Mansion. At 10:30 a.m., the:

President will receive the delegations from the 15 counties including traditional leaders at the
same venue, while at 2 p.m., national children's party will also be held at the Executive Mansion.




. AND NETWORK

- January 12, 2006 ' e
HEADLINE:US first lady, Laura Bush’s Vlslt a show of support for Ellen T
BYLINE Zlmbeat Zimbeat ' :

The expected attendance of Ellen Johnson’s 1naugurat10n by US first lady Laura Bush and )
Secretary of state, Condoleeza Rice is a show of support for the ﬁrst woman head of state 1n o
~ Africa. s ‘ :
According to US assistant secretary of state for Afnca J endayl Frazer the visit is also a sign of
-support for the girl child network in a country where females are largely marginalized. Ms. . -
Johnson-Sirleaf will officially be inaugurated as Liberian president on 16 January. :
"This - symbolizes the importance that we feel in th1s outcome (of the Liberian pres1dent1a1 o
-election)," said Jendayi Frazer. 3
"Liberia is of strategic importance to us because 1nstab111ty across the reglon is not all that good.
It is extremely important to stabilize this region. We have a strong relationship with Liberia
because it was formed by former slaves coming from America," added Frazer When quizzed on

- why she thought Liberia was 1mportant in the US pohcy

After 14 years of C1V11 war with the US watching from the sidelines, the visit by the Secretary of
state and the first lady is seen as a sign that is playing its part. Already it has commltted and
‘ spent US$840m to make the democratlzatlon of Liberia a success. :

10




| The 'Washington Post
January 14, 2006 Saturday
- HEADLINE: NAMES & FACES '

First lady Laura Bush did the sisterhood-i -1s- powerful thing again yesterday. In an. 1nterv1ew W1th
- CNN International, she said she would "love to see" Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice run for
o presrdent :

Bush, who is travelmg to Liberia with daughter Barbara to attend the mauguratron of L1ber1a s

" first female president, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, speculated that America will "probably" havea

female president within the next few terms. When prodded for whom she has in mind for the job,
Bush responded, "Well, of course, a Republican woman. Like maybe Dr. Rice." Although Rice

- routinely demurs and deflects when asked about the Oval Office, Bush gave her vote: "She's

. terrific." The president's wife had urged him to appoint a woman to replace ret1rmg Supreme

' Court J ust1ce Sandra Day O'Connor, but, Well that d1dnt work out.

Laura Bush also sa1d she provrded a little s1ster1y support via a phone call to Samuel A11to s
~wife, Martha-Ann, after she cried during her husband's Supreme Court confirmation hearingsa .
- few days ago. Bush pointed out that she, too, feels like dorng that "every once in a whrle "

s, Laura gunnrng for a stint as a dayt1me talk show host or what?
‘ That Karl Rove S hot

» " "Presrdent Bush's senior adviser was roasted at the Headliners Club of Austiri on Thursday and
- bore the brunt of jokes from-attendees such as political strategist Mary Matalin, former
o Un1vers1ty of Texas Tegent Lowell Lebermann and the pres1dent himself.

- Jabs included Bush's v1deotaped suggestion that Rove ﬁmsh reading the Cliff Notes of the _
Constitution in the next three years and Lebermann's observation that the Bush and Clinton
~administrations shared a common weakness: "Two pudgy people in the Whlte House who

i ‘ »couldn’t keep their mouths shut." -

* Matalin, the only non-Texan speaker, recalled yesterday that she was a better storyteller than -
,' jokester, but she did repeat the president's off-color nrckname for Karl then offered "Us grrls
renamed him 'Stud Muffin.' " . : - S '

A spokesman for the event said Rove was in good sp1r1ts and even took notes durmg the evenmg
“Took notes or names?

It's official: Gwyneth Paltrow is pregnant with her secon_d‘fruitlet - err -’-::b'aby. |

After months‘ of media speculation,the 33-year-old actress confirmed the big news during‘: an
interview after Thursday night's screening of her movie "Proof" in Los Angeles.-

e



Accord1ng to the entertainment show "The Insider,” moderator Lou Diamond Phllhps 1ntroduced .
. Paltrow as a pregnant woman and asked, "How far along are you?" She answered :

" noncommittally, "Far enough along to feel cumbersome " Paltrow has a 20-month- old daughter

: Apple W1th rocker hubby Chris Martin.

Future editions of James Frey's disputed merno1r "A Million Little P1eces " will contain an
' author s note about the book's contents, his publ1sher announced.

The bestseller has come under fire since Sunday, When the Smoking Gun Web site posted a story o

alleg1ng that Frey embellished his criminal record as well as several parts of h1s story.

A Doubleday spokeswoman Would not d1sclose further details or the motive behind the new
add1tlon :

* Former "Baywatch" hunk David Hasselhoff filed for divorce Thursday from Pamela Bach his -
wife of 16 years. "The couple have agreed to an amicable settlement,"” Hasselhoff's pub11c1st told
: the Assoc1ated Press yesterday. The couple Wed in 1989 and have two teenage daughters '

- Kor1,n Miller

- 43



~ Daily News (New York)
“January 14, 2006 Saturday
HEADLINE: RUN FOR IT, CONDI' Laura would luv Prez Rice ,
BYLINE ‘BY KENNETH R. BAZINET DAILY NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU

_WASHINGTON First Lady Laura Bush predicted yesterday the U.S. 'w1ll soon have afemale |
President and held out hope Secretary of State Rice will change her mmd and Tun for the Wh1te
House . : . . :

' Asked about other potential female candidates in 4 CNN interview, Bush pointedly ignored the
question in an apparent snub of Sen. Hrllary Clinton (D-N.Y.), who is sal1vat1ng at the chance to

retum to the Wh1te House - this time in the lead role. .

. On the eve of her trip to-the 1naugurat1on of Liberia's ﬁrst female Pres1dent Bush said the t1me 1s o
*right for a female commander in ch1ef here in the U. S - as long as she's a Repubhcan ‘

| thmk it will happen for sure. I think it will happen probably in the next few terms of the
: pres1dency in the United States," she said. ' : :

o ";"Of course a Republ1can woman, 11ke maybe Dr. che " she added w1th a grggle and a sm11e

, It s not the first time Bush has stumped for Rice, considered the brainy rock star of the. Bush
; ,adm1n1strat1on who is liked even by many Democrats polls have shown. R

S»But SO far R1ce plans to return to her ivory tower sanctuary at Stanford Un1vers1ty and has e
: dreams about someday becom1ng comm1ss10ner of the Nat1onal Football League.

’_che s top State Department spokesman, Sean McCormack, 1nd1cat_ed she st1ll has no desire to
-run-for President. "The secretary has spoken to this issue many times before," McCormack said.

. Bush is well aware that Rice doesn't want to run at this point, but apparently she hasn't written
~ off the possibility Rice will change her mind. "She says she deﬁmtely 1s not runn1ng," Bush said.
: "I'd love to see her run. She's terr1ﬁc .

E che will j _]011’1 Bush in the ofﬁc1al delegatron for Pres1dent Ellen ] ohnson—S1rleaf’s 1naugurat1on
Monday ‘

' ‘, Clinton's camp was mum about Bush's comments or the potent1a1 of the senator fac1ng R1ce "No
_comment," sa1d spokeswoman Ann Lew1s "Thanks for ask1ng "

“In nearly every recent 2008 pres1dent1al poll Cl1nton tops R1ce but loses to Sen J ohn McCain
‘ _(R -Ariz. ) or ex- Mayor Rudy Giuliani. ,




Indo-Asian News Service

January 14, 2006 Saturday 2:41 PM EST
-HEADLINE: First woman US president likely soon: Laura Bush
- BYLINE: Indo Asian News Service

. Washlngton Jan 14 -- US ﬁrst lady Laura Bush believes the country s first Woman pres1dent is
’ Just a few electlons away. :

| th1nk it will happen probably in the next few terms of the presidency in the United States "
President George W. Bush's wife said in an interview with CNN. : :

Bush said she would like to see US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice run for pres1dent
although she acknowledged that Rice "says she definitely is not runn1ng" )

~-Her remarks Friday came the same day that Angela Merkel, Gerrnany s ﬁrst female chancellor
met President Bush for talks at the White House

_} ’ On Monday, Rice and the first lady are due to attend the inauguration' of Africa’s first woman
- president, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, in L1ber1a Mrs. Bush called Johnson-Sirleaf's election "really,
thr1llmg"

- Published by HT Syndication with perrnission from Indo-Asian News Servi'ce.
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Assocrated Press Worldstream - '
U January 14,2006 Saturday 12:14 AMGMT R S
: HEADLINE No water, power no JObS L1ber1a s ﬁrst elected woman pres1dent faces daunt1ng A

S tasks

‘BYLINE By HANS NICHOLS Assoc1ated Press erter o

"v"l_leena s Ellen J ohnson S1rleaf takes. office as Afr1ca s ﬁrst elected female pres1dent on Monday, A‘
. and takes up the challenge of rebu11d1ng a war-scarred natlon Where a stunnmg 80 percent of the it
s workmg populatlon is jobless will be no easy task ’ ’ “

. -On-and off civil wars from 1989 to 2003 left 200 000 people dead and d1splaced more than half S

of the tiny nation's 3 m11110n people Now in a devastated- country with no electricity and no "
C L TuUnning: Water ‘not-even the t01lets are Workmg in the n the Executive Mans1on Where Water 1s

i carrred m in buckets

R "We have s0 many problems Too many to- count " sa1d 33 year-old mother of three Serena
. ‘Marley, Who ekes outa hvmg as a. market seller : e

W _To reburld L1ber1a and secure a desperately needed mﬂux of fore1gn a1d S1rleaf must Wm over T

-  international donors by provmg the country is in good hands Well govemed free of corruptron o
‘»3-',’.7"Iand v1olence SRR : , L R :

Doug Coffman a U N spokesman In L1ber1a said the country needs substantlal and contmued
, ja1d Rebulldmg and retraining the army and polrce force alone erl take tens of mllllons of
- dollars (euros) he sa1d : o A

’ Wrth 15 OOO peacekeepers and a SOlld two years of peace under L1ber1a s belt the threat of

g renewed war is consrdered remote for now .

& _S1rleaf says she erl reach out to former rebel leaders and personally 1nv1te them to ﬁnd Ways to ‘

: j,contrlbute to Liberia's growth. Most faction leaders. supported Sirleaf's political r1val soccer star R |
e George Weah Who lost a heated November presrdentral runoff L o i

:_l »Her House and Senate modeled after their counterparts in'the Un1ted States W1th Whom L1ber1a o

S ‘has a: long a close history include former Warlords as legrslators

: 'S1rleaf must ensure the 1ntegrat1on of 100, OOO ex- combatants That mearis keepmg money |

‘ ,;":““i flowing to U N. —backed remtegratron programs that have put them in school and grven them JOb e
) '_;__trammg t - o o

o Many ex- combatants are convmced Sirleaf” stole the electron from Weah though 1ntematlonal
observers declared the vote free and fa1r 8 : : S

,:. :.'Srrleaf a 67 year “old Harvard educated former ﬁnance m1n1ster has prom1sed to electrrfy the
. c1ty W1th1n SIX months W1th pnvate 1nvestment she cla1ms to have already lmed up :




"She S prom1sed to bring safe drlnking water and electr1c1ty and she has the 1ntemational contacts
to make that happen 41- year -old former fighter J ames Cooper said.

= Liber1a founded by freed American slaves in 1847, has been wracked by coups and war since.
- 1980. Two of the last four heads of state have been executed, a third fled to N1ger1a and the
fourth could face criminal charges for corruption ‘ : -

: ’»Liberla s economy is minuscule. The national budget is Just US$80 mllhon w1th donors 1nJ ect1ng .
~-about US$300 million annually, mostly through aid proj ects ‘ “ :

-The tumbledown capital’is in bad shape, slipping into darkness nightly because the city has no -
mains power. Severed power lines dangle to the road, meeting open sewers that often Splll onto
the sidewalk. Buildings are bullet- splattered and blackened by fire and mold

‘ The situation 15 SO ,bad_that t01lets in the Executive Manslon don't function because of shortages ,
~of water, most of which is carried in by buckets, said Edith Bawn of Living Water International,
an aid group in charge of a US$150,000 USAID grant to clean up goVemment grounds.- ‘

Sirleaf‘s ofﬁc1als sa1d they d1dn‘t know whether she' ll move into the mansion Monday, though ‘
she w1ll start us1ng it as an ofﬁce ,

In an attempt prepare the c1ty for inauguration guests prominent among them U.S. Secretary of -

. State Condoleezza Rice and U.S. First Lady Laura Bush the government has dispatched bands -
of youth to collect rubble and rubbish from potholed streets, hauling away rusted taxis, sweepmg -

. curbs and lay1ng on fresh coats of paint. : :

- Around .the'legislature, 'several hundred ex-’combatants are clearing trees and erecting inaugural
- stands beneath an unforgiving sun all for two dollars (euros) a day and a free lunch. '

- For most, it was the first paid job in months.
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Xinhua' V‘General News Service
January 14, 2006 Saturday 2:00 PM EST

' HEADLINE Laura Bush to attend Liberian pres1dent1a1 inauguration, visit Ghana

‘Laura Bush, First Lady of the United States, is to visit Ghana Sunday, and is to attend the

Monday inauguration of Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf the first woman to be elected

, presrdent n Afrlca according to Ghana News Agency on Saturday

- BuSh Would be accompan1ed by SiX university presidents from the United States to :Ghana to

unveil the "Textbooks and Learning Materials Program" aimed to support African tertiary

“ education with the requ1red loglstlcs

- Ghana was chosen for the launch of Laura Bush's program for Africa, which aims to link

thinority serving colleges in the United States with 1nst1tut10ns in Africato prov1de textbooks and

‘ school supplies for African students

The pro gram Would be launched at the Accra Teacher Training College

As part. of her visit to Afrlca Mrs. Bush Would also travel to Liberia with the US Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice to attend the inauguration of Ellen J ohnson-Sirleaf president-elect of
Liberia and the ﬁrst woman to be elected president on the African cont1nent
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‘Reuters

~ January 15, 2006

- 'HEADLINE: US first lady irked by critic1sm of Bush AIDS plan
-BYLINE: Patricia Wilson : .

U S. ﬁrst lady Laura Bush opened a four-day trip to West Africa on Sunday full of praise for the
“.continent's first elected woman president but irritated by cr1t1c1sm of promoting abstrnence to-
- help combat AIDS. i TR

"'She serves as a very important role model for little girls on the continent as well around the
world," Bush said of Liberia's Ellen J ohnson-Sirleaf whose 1nauguration she Will attend on
- Monday "A shrning example for all of us.' >

| Johnson-Sirleaf defeated soccer milhonaire George Weah ina November 8 pres1dent1al runoff
- and has pledged to heal the wounds of a bloody’ 14-year c1v1l war that ended in 2003 but left
: L1ber1a in ruins and killed 250,000 people. ' .

Bush urged- Lib_eria S pres1dent-elect to reach out to young people who did not support her. |
"One problem in Liberia is there's so many unemployed young‘people and the young people .
were overwhelmingly for George Weah, the soccer player ... even though Mrs Johnson- Sirleaf

" won by 59 percent of the vote," she told reporters en route to Accra

~ Bush said she brought "the commitment of the United States govemment to stand with Liberia
and the people of Liberia as they rebuild their country : '

: “A senior U S. ofﬁcial said Washrngton had comm1tted $l b11110n to Monrovra between 2004 and e
2006, most of it for peacekeeping. :

The rest of Bush's trip, to Ghana and N1ger1a Will focus on education and the HIV/AIDS

’ ‘pandemic which the United Nations estimates infects more than 30 million people in Afr1ca The LT

-disease has killed at least 20 million worldwrde
. Pres’ident George W Bush has proposed a $15 billion emergency plan to help stem its spread in
“Africa and the Caribbean, but critics have complained the program leans too heaV1ly on the .

promotion of abstinence and fails to place enough emphasis on condoms.”

"] think it's a Very fair divide," Laura Bush said. "The whole plan all along has been Uganda S |
' _~plan Which 1s the ABC -- abstinerice, be faithful and the correct and: cons1stent use of condoms e

Uganda has brought its AIDS infection rate down from 30 percent in the l990s to about 6
: percent now. : . ,

“Ina part of the World where one in three people had a sexually transmitted d‘eadly disease andin
countries "where g1rls feel obligated to comply with the wishes of men," women needed to know
that abstinence was a ch01ce Bush said.

s



"But 'Wheﬁ girlé a‘re'not empoweréd when girls are vulnerable, their chance's of béing able to o

- negotiate their sexual life with their partners and to encourage or make their, partners usea
condom are'very low."

. Opponénts conténd that money under the Bush program is often siphoned off to faith-based -

- groups that preach abstinence, but supporters say in Africa promotmg the use of. condoms has L

falled to- halt the disease.

"I'm aIWays a little bit irritated when I hear the criticism of abstinence, because abstinence is
absolutely 100 percent effective in eradicating a sexually transmitted disease," Bush said.
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The Associated Press

January 15, 2006 Sunday 7:24 PM GMT - _ o P _
HEADLINE: Laura Bush backs domestic spying program as criticism continues on Cap1tol Hill -
BYLINE By DEB RIECHMANN, Assoclated Press erter

First lady Laura Bush said Sunday that the U S. govemment is right to eavesdrop on Mericans *
“with suspected ties to terrorists, but a top Senate Repubhcan Jomed a chorus of lawmakers who ‘
“think domest1c spying 1s on shaky legal ground

"I th1nk the Amerlcan people expect the Unlted States govemment and the pres1dent to do What |
, they can to make sure there's not an attack by forei gn terrorists," Mrs. Bush said just before
‘ landlng here to begin a four—day stay in West Afrlca , : :

' Pres1dent Bush is concerned that media d1sclosure of the pro gram will cr1pp1e Work to f011
‘terrorists, she said. "I think he was worried that it would undermine our efforts by alertmg
: terrorlsts to what our efforts are," Mrs. Bush said. ‘o e

Bush's secret order gave the Natlonal Securlty Agency-permission to hsten 1non 1ntematlonal
phone calls and peek at e- -mails between Americans and suspected terrorists.

* Administration officials c1a1m a congress1ona1 resolutlon passed after thevattacks of Sept. 11,
2001 a resolution that authorized him to use force in the fight against terrorism gave the
president the authority to order the program.

"I thought they were wrong," Sen. Arlen Specter R-Pa,, said on ABC's "Th1s Week ne

Specter is one of several Repubhcans and Democrats who are questlonmg the admlmstratlon S
authority to engage in domestic spying W1thout court warrants. Attorney General Alberto.
.Gonzales has agreed to testify at hearlngs next month before the J ud1c1ary Committee, wh1ch
T\Specter chairs. - : g

v‘.lComm1ttee members, 1nc1ud1ng GOP Sen Sam Brownback of Kansas have expressed doubt
about Bush's legal argument for the pro gram. ‘ >

"We're not' going to give him a blank check, and just because we're of the same party doesn't

' mean we're not going to look at this very closely," Specter said. "And I moved immediately -
when the mattet was disclosed to say that I would use my authority as chairman of the J ud1c1ary
Committee to have hearlngs and we're going to pursue 1t "

Speaking on CBS'"Face the Nation," Sen. Dlanne Feinstein, D- Cahf said she too does not think
~ Bush had the legal authority to order the program. She lamented the administration's decisionto

. .»bypass checks and balances prov1ded by the 1978 Foreign Intelhgence Survelllance Act

' Under the act, the attorney general can authorize a Warrantless wiretap for up to 72 hours But he
- must g1ve the pres1d1ng judge of an 11 member FISA court a head's up and Justify the :
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| » survelllance later. If the attorney general fails to do so, the court has d1scret10n to not1fy the
target of the surveillance. -

' "If you're going to wiretap Americans, if you may wiretap whomever an American might call, if ”

you're going to put that information in a database and I said if, because we don't: exactly know
- what happened follow the law, and do it legally," Feinstein said. e

On her second trip to Africa, Mrs: Bush plans to join Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice in
Morrovia, Liberia, on Monday to attend the inauguration of Pres1dent elect Ellen Johnson- - .
_ Slrleaf the first woman president on the continent. -

','The centerpiece of this trip is women's empowerment, with Ellen J ohn'son-Sirleaf'_“as an -
example, a shining example for all of us, for women around the world," she said.

Mrs Bush also is hrghhghtmg U.S.-backed education and HIV- AIDS programs in Ghana and
_ Nrgerla '

In a 12-minute exchange with reporters on the plane, Mrs. Bush rebuffed criticism that too.much -

- of U.S. assistance for battling AIDS in Africa is focus'ed on abstinence programs. She said -
abstinence, the use of condoms and being faithful to one's sexual partner are all 1mportant 1n
curblng the spread of disease. :

, "I m always a little bit irritated when I hear the criticism of abstinence, because abstmence 1s
absolutely 100 percent effective in eradicating'a sexually transmltted disease,” she sa1d

. In countnes where girls feel obligated to comply with the. Wlshes of men, g1r1s need to know that "

. abstmence is.a choice.

L "When girls are not empowered, when girls are vulnerable ... their chances of beingab'l'e't‘o
- . négotiate their sexual life with their partners and to encourage or make their partners” use a.

'_ condom are very low," she said. "So it's really important for all three to be part of a successful
) eradication of AIDS, and that is . abstmence be fa1thﬁ11 to your partner and then use condoms
- correctly and consistently." : : S
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The Associated Press

~ January 15, 2006 Sunday 5:03 PM GMT

.~ “HEADLINE: Laura Bush begins four-day swing through West Afrlca
' BYLINE: By DEB RIECHMANN, Associated Press Writer

- First lady Laura Bush said Sunday that the U.S. government is right to eavesdrop on Mericans" a
with suspected ties to terrorists, and that President Bush worries that revelations about the '
“domestic spying program will cripple- efforts to foil terrorists. '

- "I think the American people expect the United States government and the president to do. what
- they canto make sure there's not an attack by foreign terrorlsts " Mrs. Bush said Just before
: 'landlng here to begin a four-day stay in West Africa. - -

- "I think he was worried that it would underrnlne our efforts by alertlng terrorists to what our
v’.efforts are," she said.

Mrs Bush planned to travel on- Monday to Liberia to- attend the 1nauguratlon of Pres1dent elect |
‘Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, the first woman presrdent on the continent. She also is hlghhghtrng U.S.-
- backed educatlon and HIV-AIDS programs in Ghana and ngerra :

~* In a 12-minute exchange with reporters on the plane, Mrs. Bush rebuffed criticism that too much
of U.S. assistance for battling AIDS in Africa is focused on abstinence programs. She said

- abstinence, the use of condoms and being faithful to one's sexual partner are. a11 1mportant in
curblng the spread of disease. :

o "I really have always beena little bit irritated by criticism of abstinence bécause abstinence is .~
absolutely, 100 percent effective in fighting a sexually transmittable disease,” she said. "When

- girls are not empowered, girls are vulnerable, and their chances of being able to negotiate their -

- _sexual life with their partners and to make their partner chose a condom are very low." ~

, She sa1d that in Africa, where one in three people have AIDS, a sexually transmltted disease, it's
: 1mportant to talk about abstinence.

| "In many countries where girls feel obli gated to comply with the wishes of kmen, girlsneed to
know that abstinence is a choice. It's really very, very important to have all three," she said.

- Mrs. BliSh also quelled speculation that Vice President Dick Cheney, who has suffered heart
' attacks in the past butnot as vice president, would step down before the end of Bush's term
Cheney recently used a cane because of a foot ailment. ' S

"I think Vice President Cheney sin great health and he's domg great," Mrs Bush sald "Yes I'm
.sure the president would not like for him to:step down, obv1ous1y The vice pres1dent has been an -

excellent vice pres1dent He s solid as arock."

LOAD-DATE: January 16,2006
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BBC Mohitbring International Reports
January 15, 2006 Sunday
HEADLINE: GHANA US FIRST LADY ARRIVES IN ACCRA EN ROUTE TO LIBERIA

--Excerpt from report by Ghanalan GBC radlo on 15 J anuary

The US first lady, Laura Bush, has arrrved n Ghana en route to L1ber1a for the 1naugurat1on of
jPres1dent elect Ellen Johnson- Srrleaf :

As part of her African trip, she will also visit Nigeria. She is accbmpanie_d by ere of 4her tWiI‘l*:‘ S
daughters, Barbara, who has an interest in the care of people living with HIV/AIDS. Also on her
- entourage are the US under-secretary of state for African affairs, Ambassador Jendayi Frazer,
~ and 13 senior officials. [Passage omltted]

g Source Radlo Ghana, Accra, in Enghsh 1800 gmt 15 Jan 06

BBC Momtorlng S
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 Pensacola News Journal (Florida)
- January 15, 2006 Sunday
. HEADLINE: Peace replaces strife i 1n nation of Liberia

. g,BYLINE Kate Peabody

Kate Peabody 1s the health‘ reporter for the News J ournal. She is a native of Liberia. o

: ~ Liberians in Pensacola and across the United States w1ll have lots to celebrate on Monday After
“ - nearly two decades of civil strife, it seems Liberia my homeland once fraught with unendmg
problems is on the verge of attaining lastmg peace. :

- Ttwill also mark a day of historic proportions when Africa's oldest republic founded by freed
American slaves in the 1800s, will 1naugurate its first woman presrdent -- the first ever on the .

continent.

‘U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and first lady Laura Bush are among the foreign

i dignitaries who will attend the ceremonies for president- elect Ellen J ohnson Sirleaf in Monrov1a S

" the capital
, : Much to be grateful for

,*On Nov 23 the Harvard- educated J ohnson—Slrleaf and her Unity Party won nearly 60 percent of
- the vote in a runoff election agalnst mllllonalre soccer player George Weah's 40 percent

As our embattled nation struggles to gain its footlng, we have lots to be grateful for, given our ¢
* horrific past, which began with the violent military overthrow of Pre51dent William R. Tolbert in

o l980 and later spiraled into 14 years of a senseless civil war.

'In one fell swoop, a violent coup had shattered our lives and changed Liberia forever. o

~"““For me; it began on that dreadful morning of April 12, 1980, when I was aW‘aken to -

~“pandemonium in the hallways of my college dorm at Cuttington University, nearly 120 miles
~.—-away from Monrovia. It was evident from the rape of a female student the night before that gun-
totlng soldlers swarm1ng our campus had not come to protect us.

o , Suddenly, my serene and tranquil world seemed- llght years away

Clearly, the sobering news of the coup, led by 28- -year-old Master S gt Samuel K. Doe, was a

~rude awakenmg for many Liberians. We never imagined such violence was ever possible on our
- shores. But little did. we know that this, too, would be the emergence of @ a long and horrific
nightmare 4 :

: - Our worst fears were yet to come. . Doe wasted llttle time executlng former government ofﬁc1als

g 'And anyone who dared oppose him thereafter, felt his wrath. He ruled with 1mpunity

' Leavmg L1ber1a
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J ust one month after the upheaval in May 1980, at 21 with mlxed emotlons I left L1ber1a to

' ._attend college at Southern University in Baton Rouge La

I felt guilty leaving my family to face an uncertain future - worried particularly about my

- father's fate. My father, Alfred Kollie, a deputy minister for the Ministry of Local Government, -
-was among the few officials from the Tolbert government to reluctantly retain his post. But we

. breathed a sigh of relief when he deftly planned his resignation and did so two years later.

“Doe's ruthlessness was no match for his opposition or anyone who crossed him. And so after -

nine years of his.brutal rule, when rumor spread that Charles Taylor, a former official in his.
government, was feturning home to redeem the country from its misery, many Liberians
rejoiced. Taylor had left the country some years earlier, after fallmg out of grace w1th Doe and -

- moving to the United States.

But the1r joy was short lived.

On Chrlstmas Eve 1 1989, while v1s1tmg my parents for the ﬁrst time in years, we learned that

- Taylor and a group of men had clandestinely entered the country. Sensing trouble, my father

urgently pressed me to return to America. It would be another six months before I would again =
communicate with my family. Indeed, Taylor's arrival had set in motion not only the subsequent

- assassmatron of Doe but also the vrolent and senseless 14-year war.

Even Doe's death in September 1990 did nothlng to stem the vrolence Taylor continued to battle .
' soldiers loyal to Doe and other rebel groups as well, before he ﬁnally emerged on top, winning a

lopsided electlon in 1997.

. "Prospect for change '

_ The United Nations estimates that close to 250,000 Liberians were killed in the war and

~ countless others d1sp1aced some living as refugees in ne1ghbor1ng countries -- my father

mcluded

In 2003 after bending to pressures from Pres1dent George W. Bush and other Afr1can leaders

‘ Taylor was forced to leave L1ber1a and now llves in'exile in ngerla

Desplte our v1o1ent past and a long road to recovery, I_ contmue tobea hopeless optimi'St.

o : ‘Not'only'am I overjoyed at the prospects of change for the better in the country, [ am especially

proud of my 73-year-old dad, who together with a couple of his friends had sown the seeds of the |

_ Unrty Party, now headed by Johnson- Srrleaf

: Back in August 1984 when the party founder, the late Edward Kessely, and a group of menvvith

similar ideas gathered for the first of several meetings in my dad's living room, little did they -

* know that they too would be a tiny part of the momentous events set to take place Monday
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My dad also served as the first chairman of the party. And as he prepares to return home after

nearly a decade as a refugee in Ghana, I'm encouraged that aside from the tremendous loss of

lives, one of the greatest tragedies of the war is coming to an end. Countless families like ours,
separated by this conflict, can now look forward to some long overdue reunions at home,

It's a.da}\/ that I anxiously await.



siflnauguratlon of the. flrst woman presrdent on the Afrlcan

THE WHITE HOUSE

Offlce of the Flrst Lady

. Tomediste Release ...,-~_.f'Jar1uary 15, 2006 -

'PRESS BRIEFING BY THE FIRST LADY
'EN ROUTE ACCRA, GHANA |

Aboard Plane
‘bi2 35 P M (Local)f‘

MRS BUSH Well flrst of course, ‘we're. g01ng for th"'

v’ﬁfcontlnent Dr. Rice w1ll be joining us. SWe’ re really, really

‘:ﬂvexc1ted to- be at such ‘a hlStOIlC 1nauguratlon ‘ Her electlon ;

Lffollowed a very competltlve, but from all 1nternatlonal

iy’observers, said free and transparent electlon,’whlch ‘was really};
e great espec1ally under the circumstances of the: recent hlstory7:““
‘jof leerla She ran on-a platform of reconclllatlon and

.reconstructlon, and.it’s going: to: take the help of a lot. of
countries, lncludlng the " Unlted States,,whlch has a spec1al

ctrelatlonshlp with Liberia, for her:and: the people of leerla toifdff

flfbe able to do the reconstructlon they need

And so I'm really thrllled to be able to brlng the best

ywrshes of ‘the American people to her as: she’s sworn'in as: thelrmﬁf'“}
- President, and. also to bring her the commitment from the United:

.. States government to stand Wlth her, to stand wlth,the people ofp
f;:leerla as they rebulld thelr country

: “So the centerplece,,really, of thlS trlp is: women s
”fempowerment ~with Ellen Johnson- Slrleaf as an example, a shlnlng
:example for all of. us, for women around the- world ‘not just

_fjwomen on her contlnent but for women everywhere And we:- w1ll;~jff”5'
'*contlnue, when we go ‘to Ghana and then Nigeria, to talk about,;[, ’

'vteducation, to-talk about the treatment of HIV/AIDS, all ‘the ways-
‘that boys and girls can: be educated so ‘that. they can- protect

i dthemselves from deadly dlseases, so they c¢an make -an: economlc L

. impact in their: countrles, and so that they ll be able to llve'

”tjsuccessful llves

S The problems that welll- see in each of these countrles are
fgproblems that we also have - One. problem in leerla is there s
]so many unemployed young people, and the young people were~"




overwhelmingly for George Weah, the soccer player, the American
‘soccer player, even though Mrs. Johnson-Sirleaf won by 59
- percent of the vote. So she, in her country,; and her colleagues

S will ‘have to do.what all of us are doing in countries around the

world, where we’re reachlng out to young people, especially

boys, to help them find employment, help them find a successful
way to 1live, and then, on the continent of'Africa’and around’the
-world, reachlng out to girls to make sure glrls are educated and
'"that glrls get basic rights. : :

leerla recently passed rape leglslatlon, anti-rape :
leglslatlon It was the first time they d had legislation. llke '
that. "And violence against women is a problem across the '
continent, just like it is around the world. But it’s a problem
that they’re starting to address. And we all know that if'girls

. are educated and empowered, they also are able to avoid violent

situations easier than if they’re not educatedtand,vulnerable.

, » Then we’ll go on to Ghana, and in Ghana, we’ll be doing an ,
“event with six university presidents from the United States.
They re minority- serv1ng universities, and they will each adopt

“a spec1flc country -- and in the speech, when I give it day

“after tomorrow, I' ll introduce those presidents and talk about
. the countries they’re going to work with. They are gettlng .
 .funds from USAID, the American universities are; to work with
" African countries so they can write and develop their own Y
Jcurriculum and their own textbooks for K-8. It’s a way for
"countrieS‘to develop curriculum that’s traditional, that’s
insidic to their own traditions, -and that meets the needs the
needs of their own children. ' : :

So I think it”s a very, very exciting project, and I know
~the Bmerican university presidents that -are involved are really
‘excited about it, as well. So we’ll hear more about that when
we get to Ghana. ' ' : '

, *Then in Nigeria, we’re going to visit a hospital, St. s
"Mary’s Hospital, that was one of the first hospitals that PEPFAR"
had a strong association with, and we 11 deliver, actually '
.deliver antiretroviral drugs as part of the PEPFAR. program ‘that

“they --"drugs they ve already been rece1v1ng, as well, for their

~;pat1ents

: . But overall, our themes are women’s empowerment .girls’.
‘education, as a way to treat HIV/AIDS, as well as to let boys -
and ; glrls develop 1nto successful adults



So now I'll take your questiOnth

Q I was wondering if I could ask you . about leerla ~ You

'fmentloned thé U.S. .-- bringing the commitment of the ‘United
- States to stand with Liberia. Are you bringing any spec1f1cs

with you° You talked about the unemployment problem and the-
incredible reconstructlon that has to happen What can the U.S.

'.'do to help°

MRS - BUSH: Well the United States has already 1nvested a

. lot of money -=- Jendayi can probably tell you exactly how much’ -
- — over the last two years through the election period -- ‘
yiiactually over many years, but- specifically through the electlon .

lfperlod as they establish. free elections in a democracy , And

then we have a commitment for the year 2006, as well, to help
them -in their recdénstruction as they start to try to have

. electricity again and. potable water and all the thlngs that are
~©..so crucial for basic survival in leerla

MS. FRAZER: It’s $l billion‘from 2004 to 2006, and $84O

‘million last year.

, Q" Mrs. Bush, I'd like to get you'on‘anothertsubjeCt,,the
NSA program, the National Security Agency eavesdropping

program. Your husband seemed upset when that was disclosed.

And. I was just wondering if you could tell us what his 1n1t1al

-reactlon was to that disclosure, and whether you think that
~ disclosure is undermining or w1ll undermine the effectlveness of
that program.

MRS. BUSH:V Well, of course, that was hlS 1n1t1al

reaction, and that was -- of course, the problems that mlght
come when you’re in the situation that we’re in, where we’re

constantly on the alert for an attack like what happened on )
September 1lth. And I think the American people expect the . -

~United States government and the President to do what they can
,'to make sure there’s not .an attack by forelgn terrorists.

: Q- Was he initially worrled that 1t would have to be
-v“ellmlnated ——‘stopped because -- - : : g
MRS' BUSH I think he was worrled that it would undermlne

Vl our efforts by alertlng terrorists to what our efforts are.

Q Can I ask you another unrelated questlon° ,I'wanted to.

"ask you about Vice President Cheney. Do you think that he’s



‘going to be here until the end of the admlnlstratlon°"Andldo‘
you, thlnk that --. it

MRS. BUSH: 'Ahsolutely I thlnk Vice Pres1dent Cheney s 1n“
‘great ‘health and he’s do1ng great - ' ’

‘ Q You don’t think that he -- the President would be:
, upset if he decided to step down at this po1nt° ‘

: 7MRS{ BUSH; Yes, I'm sure the Pres1dent would not llke for
him'to step down, obviously. The Vlce President” has been an
excellent Vice President, he’s solid as a rock

0 So you think he’ll stay.
"MRS..BUSH: Yes.

Q- Mrs. Bush I'd like to ask. .you about the Presrdent s
global AIDS initiative. There’s been some criticism that it
focuses too heavily on abstinence rather than condom use, and
some people have equated this with Christian moralism. Do you
think. there’s a fair divide, unequal? Do you think therejshould
be more emphasis on condoms? . R ERIRE

MRS. BUSH: - I think. it’s a very fair divide. The whole
plan all along has been Uganda’s plan, which is the ABC --
abstinence, be faithful, and correct :and consistent use of
condoms. In a country or a part of the world where one in 'three
people have a sexually transmitted deadly disease, you have. to
talk. about abstlnence, you really have to. And in contlnents,*
on a continent, and in many countrles where girls feel obligated
to. comply with the wishes of men, girls. need to know that
‘ abstlnence is a choice. It’s really very, very 1mportant to
have all three -- abstinence, be faithful, and the consrstent
use of‘condoms. ‘ L

But when girls. are not empowered “when glrls are LR
'.vulnerable, they have very -- their chances of being able to-
negotlate their sexual ‘life with their partners and to encourage»‘
or make their partners use a condom are very low..  So it’s

~ really important for all three to be part of a successful
‘eradication of AIDS, and that is to be faithful -- abstinénce,
be faithful to your partner, and ‘then use condoms, correctly‘and
consrstently ' ‘ o

So I really - I m always a little bit 1rr1tated when I
.'hear the criticism of abstlnence, ‘because abstinence rs



absolutely 100 percent effective in eradlcatlng a sexually

transmltted dlsease

Q How do you thlnk the American women v1ew this- leerlan,‘

'1hauguratloh° Do you think that they re --

- MRS. BUSH: Even know?

T Q Yes.

MRS. BUSH I do thlhk so, I hope so. I hope youvall will -

’spread the ‘word in your papers.

Q  Why should\they feel it’s important?

~MRS. BUSH: I think 1t s really 1mportaht worldw1de I

think it’s particularly important on the continent of Afrlca,
g_because traditionally women have been excluded in many African

cultures -- not all of them, but in many. And I think it’s

© important. to -- that she serves as a very important role model_r*”

for little girls on the continent, as well as around the. world.
And-I'm really, really thrilled to have the opportunity to be

‘the o6ne that gets to represent the United States, along with Dr.
‘Rlce, at her inauguration. . o : R L

”va Did you ask to go?
MRS. BUSH: I asked to go. No, I asked to go.

Q Quick follow on Liberia. What if ahythlng, does it

‘,tell us, that this country that was "founded by freed Amerlcah

slaves 1s now electlhg its first woman pre51deht and in our’
couhtry we haven’t gotten to that p01nt yet° Is there anything
that could be drawn from that? C ~

MRS BUSH: I don t know that there is.” I mean, I cah t --

T don’t think. you can extrapolate something from one to the
.other But we’ll have one sometlme ' ’

Q Did- you hear from Dr. Rice about your commeht?
" 'MRS. BUSH: I m probably golhg to have to take over: her
correspondehce department when she gets all the letters -=

(laughter )

END 2:47 P.M. (Local)



- The Bradenton Herald ( Florrda)/Assocrated Press/M1amr Herald
~January 15, 2006 Sunday

- HEADLINE: Florida kids on the way to Liberia

;BYLINE ASSOCIATED PRESS :

: (AP) -- L1ber1an president- elect Ellen Johnson- Slrleaf has been called the "Iron Lady," someone
' -who fearlessly challenged the most powerful Lrbenan Warlord R -

Two Flor1da children have. another name for her: Grandma.

Jamell Sirleaf, ‘9,‘and Amina Sirleaf, 7, will be part of a group of dignitaries in Liberiaon -

- - MOnday for the swearing-in of their grandmother, Africa's first female head of governrnent.;. -

The two will be at the ceremony in Monrovia, Liberia's capital, joining drgnrtarres such as first
lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce '

3 The chrldren will be accompanled by their mother, Helen J oseph" who fled from Liberia at the
_age of about 13. The children's father is James Sirleaf, Johnson-Sirleaf's son. Joseph and. Srrleaf ,
’ are d1vorced but their grandmother remains close.

"':_And grandma well, she' Wanted J amell and Amina at the historic event. o

"Ellen called me and 1ns1sted that I take the chrldren " Helen J oseph told the Orlando Sentmel

_ Desprte her memories of war-torn Liberia, a country of curfews and shootrngs Joseph agreed R
She said until now she has been afraid to take the children to visit the country where she was j ‘

- ~ born.

: | L1ber1a was founded by freed American slaves in 1847 The country has been torn by bloody
coups and war since 1980. Around 200,000 people have d1ed in the ﬁghtmg, and millions have
been dlsplaced :

~ The presrdent elect will take over a a war- scarred natlon where a stunnrng 80 percent of the

- workrng age populatron 1S ]obless

L The Harvard-educated economist is a former Liberian finance minister. She has also served with

- the World Bank and the United Nations. She won the presidency in a November runoff election.




SUNDAY TASMANIAN
‘January 15, 2006 Sunday :
HEADLINE Boss S w1fe backs Condi b1d

AMERICA will soon have a woman president, First Lady Laura Bush sa1d yesterday, and she
L hopes it w111 be Condoleezza Rice (and presumably not Hlllary Clinton).

" thmk it w111 happen probably in the next few terms of. the pre51dency in the Unlted States " said
Mrs Bush. Rice has already said she doesn't want to replace President Bush in the Oval Ofﬁce

' but Mrs Bush said: "T'd love to see her run. She's terrlﬁc "

| TIn a rare interview, Mrs Bush talked about her upcormng tr1p to Africa with daughter Barbara '
Bush and Rice. The women are attending the 1naugurat10n of Liberian President Ellen J ohnson
‘the ﬁrst woman head of state in Afr1ca
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Lo January 16, 2006

o “Afncast WEST REGION NEWS

HEADLINE Laura Bush on Ghana1an s01l -

“ACCRA J anuary l6 == The first lady of the Umted States of Amer1ca Mrs Laura Bush

5 ’ yesterday amved n the country

~

On arr1val at the Kotoka Intematronal Alrport the U S ﬁrst lady who was accompamed by U S o
‘ Secretary of State, Condolesa Rice, six university presidents from the United States, U.S S

= " “Security and intelligent officers and thrrty journalists were met by the usual Ghanaian cultural

* hospitality with traditional dance and song. The First lady and her entourage Were obv1ously

B : }‘(,thnlled by the llttle they saw of Ghana's r1ch culture

The Pubhc Affa1rs Sectlon of the US Embassy in Accra last' Week d1sclosed to the press that the R

s first lady is in the country to formally launch the Africa éducation initiative. . DR
o (?'Thls initiative said the Public Affairs Section is to allow students from Africa to study n the FIRa
L j'Umted States and also leam about the hfe style of the1r US counterparts . : SRR

- : The three day visit w1ll see Mrs Bush travel to L1ber1a to: w1tness the 1naugural ceremony of
o M1ss Ellen S1r-Leaf J ohnson the Pres1dent elect of L1ber1a today in Monrov1a

38 ,, ,.The Umted States strongly supported the recent democratlc elect1ons in L1ber1a and Mrs Bush’ o

_presence there reflects her husband's continued commitment to democracy and support for

' ', countr1es makmg the dlfﬁcult transition from war to peace and from tyranny to hberty

- The Pubhc Affalrs media bneﬁng d1sclosed that “The Un1ted States looks forward to worklng
L ‘,‘w1th the new President and the people of Liberia to rebuild their 1nst1tutlons estabhsh stablhty o

" and prospenty, and create an env1ronment for reconc1hatlon" ‘

,Mrs Bush is expected to meet President J.A Kufuor tomorrow for a formal welcome Durmg the L

meetlng, the delegates will unvell Textbooks and Leammg Materials Program. This program

- links m1nor1ty-serv1ng colleges in the U.S. with institutions in Affica to provide textbooks and- R
. ’school suppl1es for African students By working together the U.S. govemment and 1nst1tut1ons Stiony
S of hlgher educatlon can introduce people around the world to the US ' : i

L From the Osu Castle the US first lady would move to the Un1vers1ty of’ Ghana Legon where she i

i ~will address the Accra Teacher Training College.. From the Un1vers1ty, Mrs. Bush- w1ll tour the B

L : Korle Bu Teachmg Hosp1tal where she will talk to people hvmg w1th HIV/AIDS

3 The U S A's first lady and her delegates w1ll then depart to N1ger1a aﬁer the Kole Bu tour to end e B

‘thelr three day v1s1t to the Country :

»‘Laura Bush 1s act1vely involved in issues of nat1onal and global concem w1th a partlcular
L emphas1s on education, health care, and human rights. In March 2005, Mrs. ‘Bush made an-

e - historic trip to Afghamstan w1tness1ng ﬁrsthand the progress achieved by the Afghan people o ; S
aﬂer the fall of the Tal1ban reglme ' SRRT R S A v




She visited the Women s Teacher Training Inst1tute n Kabul wh1ch 1s tralmng women to lead
' classrooms that girls were once forbidden to enter. ‘ ,

She also'met with President Hamid Karzai and e)ipressed America's continued sup‘port-for
Afghamstan S new democracy, which ensures equal 11 ghts for women and men., ‘

"Mrs Bush also speaks on behalf of pubhc/prrvate partnersh1ps between the United States
- Agency for International Development (USAID), Project Hope, and other private health care L
orgamzatlons that are equ1pp1ng and training ped1atr1c health care professronals worldwide.

She strongly supports the initiative to build a National Children's Hospital in Iraq. Laura Bush
is Honorary Ambassador: for the Decade of Literacy of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), serving as an international spokesperson for
efforts to educate people throughout the world, especrally women and g1rls :

As the leader of President Bush's Helping Amerrca s:Youth initiative, Mrs Bush is l1sten1ng to
the concerns of young people, parents, and community leaders throughout the country and

- drawing attention to programs that help chrldren avoid rlsky behav1ors like drug and alcohol use, -
_early sexual act1v1ty, and violence. : '

: _She S h1ghl1ght1ng the need of every child to have a caring adult role model in his or her l1fe
whether that adult is a parent, grandparent, teacher, coach, or mentor.

A hiking and camping enthusiast, Mrs. Bush helped to start Preserve America, a natlonal
initiative to protect cultural and natural heritage. ‘

: 'She h1gh11ghts preservation efforts across the US and encourages Amerlcans to get 1nvolved in
preservmg main streets, parks and community herltage treasures. '

Laura Bush 1 was bom on November 4, 1946 in Midland, Texas to. Harold and Jenna Welch.
Inspired by her second grade teacher, she earned a Bachelor of Science degree in education from
- Southern Methodist Un1vers1ty in 1968. She taught in public schools in Dallas and Houston.
In1973, she earned a master of library science degree from the University of Texas and worked
‘asa publ1c school librarian. In 1977, she met and married George Walker Bush. They-are the
‘parents of twin daughters, Barbara and Jenna, who are named for their grandmothers.
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Voice of America

'January 16, 2006

HEADLINE: Laura Bush Arnves in Afr1ca
BYLlNE Scott Stearns ’

- US. ﬁrst lady Laura Bush is in Africa at the start of a four day tour that 1ncludes the ,
,1naugurat1on of the continent's first female head of state, Liberian Pres1dent elect Ellen J ohnson- *
Sirleaf. ' ' ‘ :

Traditional Ghanaian drummers welcomed Mrs. Bush to Accra. She will meet with Ghanaian
President John Kufour during this visit, and announce a partnership between six American
universities and six Afncan nat1ons to develop 1nd1v1dual klndergarten-through-erghth grade
cumculums - : :

: She will also visit Nigerid to meet with President Olusegun Obasanjo, and speak about
HIV/AIDS prevention at a hospital in the capital, Abuja. But the centerpiece of this trip.is
Monday's inauguration of Liberian Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf as Africa's first female head of state.

'-Speaking to reporters en route to Afrrca Mrs Bush sald the L1ber1an pres1dent electis a sh1n1ng
- ‘example of Women S empowerment : :

| 'The first lady is leading a delegation that includes her daughter 'Barblara and Seoretary of State ,
Condoleezza Rice. Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs J enday1 Frazer says the
: strength of the delegation shows Presrdent Bush's commltment to Liberia and women's nghts

"Pres1dent Bush is sending this hrgh-level delegat1on to underscore the 1mportance of L1ber1as ,
transition from war to peace, and towards a democratic consolidation for the Liberian people, the
“continent of Africa and the-world at large," said Frazer. "The election of Africa's ﬁrst female

L pres1dent 1s an inspiration for young grrls and women across the cont1nent "

The Bush adm1n1strat1on last year contributed more than $84O m1ll1on to L1ber1a the bulk of

* 'which went to pay for United Nations peacekeepers. It also included $6O million to train L1ber1an 5

pohce and $90 million to help returning refugees.

“Mrs. Bush said one of the biggest problems facing Liberia is massive unemployment.

- There is also the question of former rebel leader and head-of-state Charles Taylor, who is ‘
. currently living in exile in Nigeria. Taylor started the war that ultimately toppled former military
- “ruler Samuel Doe. Taylor 1s now wanted by a war crimes tribunal for his alleged support for -

human r1ghts abuses in the civil war in neighboring Srerra Leone. '

Ass1stant Secretary of State Frazer says the Bush admlnlstratlon still wants Taylor held
; accountable for h1s act1ons : :

"Clearly, the United States continues to seek Charles Taylor having to answet, to be accountable

for the atrocities he carried out in Sierra Leone, where he is indicted by the Sierra Leone 'special

court, and throughout the Mano River states," said Frazer. "He was one of the major sources of
instability in the region."
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During a visit to Washington after her election, Mrs. Johnson-Sirleaf asked Secretary of State’
Rice about Taylor Frazer says the secretary told the president-elect that Washington will

- continue to pursue the matter, and was encouraged by Nigerian President Obasanjo's statement to ‘

- the U.N: General Assembly that the former L1ber1an leader should be turned over to the spemal
court. i :
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: National Post (f/k/a The Financial Post) (Canada) *
 HEADLINE: Laura Bush declares Rice for U S. pres1dent 'She's terrific': Secretary of' State »

o could face Clinton in 2008 race

BYLINE Phlllp Sherwell, The Sunday Telegraph

: WASHINGTON Laura Bush has revealed for the first time whom she would like to see
- replacing her husband in the White House: Condoleezza Rice, the Secretary of State.

~"T'd love to see her run. She's terriﬁc," Mrs. Bush said during an interview in which she _
predicted that for the first time a woman would soon be elected president of the United States. -

" The first lady, a powerful behind-the-scenes figure in U.S. politics, is the most influential voice
- to speak in favour of a presidential bid in 2008 by Ms. Rice. Her comments indicate that the
~ Secretary of State would have backing at the highest level if she were persuaded to change her -
’ mind and run on the Repubhcan t1cket

: Asked about the prospects of a female presrdent Mrs. Bush told CNN: "] think it w1ll happen
_for sure. I think it will happen probably in the next few terms of the presidency in the Un1ted
States " : .

She said her choice for that ground breakmg role would be "of course, a Repubhcan woman" and'
then: gave her endorsement to Ms. Rice. : :

Mrs. Bush is normally extremely guarded in her pronouncements, so her expression of support
- carries added weight. It is unlikely that she would have adopted such an overt p051tion if her

husband were opposed

_ The unmarried Ms Rice is a close confidante and long-standing friend of the Bush family,

- _having previously advised George Bush Snr. on foreign policy when he was president. She.

‘ played a key role in preparing the current President Bush for his first White House campaign and |

‘has worked closely with him ever since.

_Smce the Presrdent s brother Jeb, the Florida Governor has ruled hrmself out of the 2008 race,.
she could emerge as'the de facto "legacy candidate" for the powerful Bush polrt1ca1 dynasty

‘ W1th H1llary Clinton, the former first lady and the frontrunner for the Democrat nomination, the = -
- United States could witness a showdown between two women for the nation's hi ghest ofﬁce in

r_‘§2008

o Mrs Bush was speaking on the eve of a tr1p to Lrberra with Ms Rice for the mauguration of the
first female leader in Africa, President EllenJ ohnson S1r1eaf ' :

‘There is a renewed buz‘z in Washington that the Secretary of State mi ght benamed as vice-

president if the incumbent, Dick Cheney, were forced by his health to stand down. Mr. Cheney,
who has a history of heart problems, was briefly admitted to hespital last weekend after . .
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breathing problems but later said he was ﬂne

The recommendation of Mrs Bush has del1ghted the self-styled Cond1stas of the Americans For
“Rice grouping. LR -
. The movement of grassroots Republicans has been runmng a campaign building support for a
poss1ble Rice pres1dent1al run at conservat1ve gathenngs across the United States. \

"We're delighted by Mrs. Bush's comments," Jessie Jane Duff the group ] national'chairm.an,
. told The Sunday Telegraph "You don't get much closer to the Pres1dent and we think her
’ op1nion carries enormous credibility :

The"'Condistas are running a "draft campaign" to persuade their heroine to run by demonstrating -

a ground swell of public support for her candidacy

N Despite her closeness to Mr. Bush Ms. Rice would not be universally acclaimed as a candidate

-+ *within Republican ranks. A former foreign affairs academic and expert on Russia, she hasno '

record on domestic issues. Most Tnotably, the neo-conservatives who in effect ran foreign policy
during Mr. Bush's first term are dismayed by her more conc1liatory approach and would -
campaign to prevent her winning the nom1nat10n ' :

. For her part Ms Rice has insisted she has no plans to'run for office. Indeed, the sports far has °
- often said her ideal JOb after stepping down would be to head the Nat1onal Football League

_v GRAPHIC Black & White ‘ S
. Photo: Sean Gallup, Getty Images; Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce may emerge as the -
, "legacy candidate of the Bush political era. . »



Deutsche Presse-Agentur
January 16, 2006, Monday
_HEADLINE 1ST LEAD: Africa's first female leader sworn in am1d tight secur1ty

The 67- year-old Harvard trained economist and grandmother Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf was sworn in
as L1ber1a s 23rd pre51dent in the capital Monrovia amid tight secunty Monday

CAt 1east ﬁve Afrlcan pre51dents and U.S. First Lady Laura Bush as well as UN. Deputy
' Secretary General Louise Frechette and U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice were among

‘ the high-level guests attending the ceremony

Afnca s first ever female pre51dent is being’ guarded and transported by U S. marines in the war-'
battered nation that is only now emerg1ng from some 15 years of brutal civil war. '

It was not 1mmed1ate1y c1ear how long the U.S. troops would stay in the West Afr1can country to o
‘ensure: the new pre51dent's personal safety. : -

Liberia's main airport was closed for commercial aircraft and was being guarded by U.N.,_troops., :
The new president faces an immense task of rebuilding a collapsed ec0nomy, reconciling fonner

warring parties and reintegrating into society thousands of former combatants who are skllled n
warfare but have never known how to read or wr1te dpa ebk wih '
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.' Deutsche Presse-Agentur
January 16, 2006, Monday ' o
,HEADLINE NEWS FEATURE Swearmg in beg1ns tough ]Ob for new L1ber1an leader '

Thousands of women from all over the continent travelled to celebrate the inauguration Monday E ‘
of Liberia's 23rd president, but more importantly, to witness the 1nstallatron of Afrrca ] ﬁrst ever
- elected female pres1dent Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf.

Srrleafs inauguration ends a two year trans1tronal period which saw an interim government led.
- by Gyude Bryant take over in October 2003 after former president Charles Taylor was forced .
into exile in ne1ghbour1ng Nigeria in August of the same year. ‘

. The67- -year- old economist and former top U. N. ofﬁc1al defeated former football star George

‘Weah'in a surpr1s1ngly orderly and peaceful election campaign last November to win the
- presidency in a country that is only starting to emerge from 15 years of a brutal civil war wh1ch
' left the mineral- r1ch nation's economy n tatters. :

But the ranks of the more than 85 per cent of L1ber1ans who are unemployed have now also been
_swollen by thousands of former combatants, many of them illiterate chrldren who have o '
*‘Committed atroc1t1es agamst the1r own v1llagers : S

While Liberians are 1mpat1ent for quick and visible changes to their daily lives, remtegratmg the o
- indisciplined former fighters back into therr traumatlsed society remams a hard but necessary

task for the new government.

- Expected toanno'unce her cabinet later this week, President Johnson-Sirleaf is almost certain to e

" include former warlords to help her negotiate the dismantling of the remaining militias. It will

take all her formidable political experience to stop the plunder of the country's mineral resources
! process which is believed to be led by former rebels turned poht1c1ans :

Donors W111 also want assurance that the new pres1dent will curb rampant government corruptron
_in order to disburse crucial aid to-help Liberia rebulld bas1c services where electnc1ty, runnmg

E water and hospltals remain a luxury

: ert despite the immense task ahead the atmosphere in Monrovia Monday was fest1ve and the

‘main street newly spruced up by former combatants paid- ten U S. dollars a day for their: efforts to -

: Welcome a host of international dignitaries.
~ No less than five African presidents and United Nat1ons Deputy Secretary General Louise .
- Frechette were present at the inauguration ceremony. Amer1can First Lady Laura Bush and U.S.’

: Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice were also among the many high-level visitors in Monrovia.

: Secunty was t1ght with Un1ted States Secret Serv1cemen protectmg the U.S. delegat1on and
Pres1dent J ohnson Slrleaf bemg driven around and guarded by U. S Mannes
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' Two Amerlcan WaI'ShlpS were deployed off the L1ber1an coast inan impressive show of strength .
by the historical ally of Africa's first independent nation. T

~ Analysts say apart from the many expectations of Pres1dent Johnson-Sirleaf's new and as yet -
untested government, Liberians also expect concrete and enduring assistance from the United
- States to keep the fragile peace in L1ber1a on which many states in the West Affrican sub reglon

' rely for the1r own stab111ty : 4 : :

) A clear change of guard was underway Monday as the ’pounding of drums replaced the ‘

_ traditional 21-gun salute during the open-air inauguration ceremony Liberians dearly hope they' |
never have to hear the sounds of gunfire in their country agam dpa ebk pmc
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CNN

. SHOW: AMERICAN MORNING 7:00 AM EST o

January-16, 2006 Monday : -
- HEADLINE: Inauguration Under Way for leerra s New Pres1dent Paklstan Protests Alrstr1ke s
That Killed 18 Crvrlrans '

HIGHLIGHT L1ber1a s newly-elected presrdent Ellen J ohnson Slrleaf is the first woman to -

- lead an African nation, and the hope is she will help the country forget the v1olence of the past

‘ MILES O'BRIEN CNN ANCHOR: Well, let s talk about the protesters. Protesters voicing thelr
anger over an American incursion in Pak1stan We ll have a closer look at the frontlrnes of the
* 'war on terror for you. '

The first lad1es of the U.S. government are in Africa to see another ﬁrst the ﬁrst Woman elected' e
to lead an Afncan nat1on We re live from L1ber1a ‘

| And a communrty comes out to remember their own. We have details of the Sago Mine
* memorial, an émotional time there in coal mining country It's been a couple of Weeks since -

those miners were lost

B .'CAROL COSTELLO CNN ANCHOR: Yes. No closer to an answer either. Good morn1ng to.

B you. I'm Carol Costello in for Soledad this. And hopefully it is warmer where you are than it is

here

v M. O'BRIEN: Odds are it is. -
Big news coming out of Africa this morning, a landmark inauguration going on r1ght now. Just
- moments ago, Liberia's Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf arrived for the ceremony. She is the first woman

~ever expected to lead an African nation. And the hope is she'll help the country forget the
vrolence of the past. ' ; ,

Lrberra sits on the western coast of Africa, right next to Sierra Leone.

CNN's Jeff Koinang‘e is joining us by_videoph_one from Liberia's capital of Monrovia.

* Jeff, hello to you. This is abivotal moment for Africa, isn't it?

JEFF KOINANGE,; CNN LAGOS BUREAU CHIEF: No doubt about it, Miles. And Tl tell you
© . why it's so pivotal. Two years ago at this time, we wouldnt be standing where we are right’ now,
because this country was at war back then. '
Th1s is an h1storrc day, not just-for the fact that Ellen’ Johnson-Sirleaf is the first Liberiari' vvoman B

. elected president, or Africa for that matter. The fact that this country 1s at peace after all they ve
' gone through is extraordinary. People here are ex01ted :
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A short while ago, U.S. First Lady Laura Bush arrived, accompanied by Secretary of State -

- Condoleezza Rice. That there shows an endorsement, support, from the most powerful nation on
- earth, the fact that they came to support one of their own, hop1ng that this will be a turn1ng po1nt
in th1s country's often turbulent h1story

M: O'BRIEN Jeff, tell us, 1f you can g1ve us a sense -- as we look at the ceremony and pomp

~ - that's under way right now, give us a sense of the real work that lies ahead, the challenges that |
‘face her : :

' KOINANGE No doubt about it, M1les There are huge challenges ahead

F1rst of all the economy is in shambles. That s going to have to be taken care of 1mmed1ately

.. ‘Also basic social services on the ground, everyth1ng from water to electr1c1ty, that is nonexistent
: here in the cap1tal of Monrov1a s

Pres1dent elect Ellen J ohnson-Sirleaf, soon to be Presrdent J ohnson S1rleaf W1ll have her Work
cut out for her And she's going to need her very commendable credentials, impressive . Lo
credentials, having worked at the. World Bank, City Bank and the United Nations Development -

-~ Program. She's going to need all of that and more helpto get this country back onits feet after S0 -
' 'many years of civil war that krlled up to more than 200 OOO people -- M1les '

M O'BRIEN Jeff Ko1nange from Monrovia, L1ber1a Thank you very much That sa story you m o

| 'only see here on CNN.

And speakrng of wornen elected to lead countr1es let's go to another continent and another '

woman Who is now in charge

Kelly, good morn1ng

) KELLY WALLACE CNN ANCHOR Good mom1ng, Mlles

You're exactly right, the people of Chile electrng their ﬁrst‘female president. Socialist candidate
Michelle Bachelet edged out conservative Sebastian Pinera by 7 percent of the vote in a runoff
race. Bachelet is a one-time political prisoner who currently serves as defense minister for
outgolng President Ricardo Lagos Bachelet takes office March 11.
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" Associated. Press Worldstream
January 16, 2006 Monday 2:22 PM GMT

- HEADLINE: First lady travels to Africa, aftends h1stor1c 1nauguratlon

' BYLINE By DEB RIECHMANN Associated Press Wr1ter

First lady Laura Bush smrled broadly and applauded the h1stor1c swear1ng in on Monday of -
- Liberia's new leader, the first wonian ever elected president in Africa, who exclarmed that the N

 future belongs to women "because we have taken charge of it."

- On vher second tr1p to Afr1ca, Mrs. Bushjorned US. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice in :

| . Liberia's capital at the inauguration of new President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, a Harvard-educated
" economist who pledged to restore peace after a 14-year c1V1l war in th1s nation founded by freed

American slaves.

| "I think it's really important worldwide " Mrs. Bush said about Sirleaf's inauguration " think
it's particularly important on the continent of Africa, because trad1t1onally women have been -
R excluded 1n many African cultures not all of them,; but n many '

3 _' _ Mrs Bush ‘was the formal head of the U.S. delegat1on but it was R1ce who was greeted w1th
: hoots of approval by the crowd durlng 1ntroduct1ons

, -'S1rleafs V1ctory ina run-off election in November raised hope that Liberia would move past a .
- war that devastated the West African country. The 67-year-old grandmother has vowed to end
the period of corrupt-male-dominated rule in Liberia, st1ll reel1ng from a brutal 1989 to 2003
~civil war that left some 200, OOO dead :
o Forrner Liberian Pres1dent Charles Taylor was indicted by the U.S. for war crimes and forced
" from power in 2003 during rebel war, paving the way for U.N. peacekeeper to help restore order.

| ‘I"Cha’rles Taylor is out of Liber1a Rice told reporters on a flight to Monrov1a "He is through :

e rap1ng and plllaglng this country, and the Liberian people are try1ng to look forward "

- Mrs. Bush and her 24-year-old daughter Barbara, who recently worked on AIDS ina ped1atr1c o

" hospital in South Africa, spent Sunday night in Accra Ghana at the home of the U. S

ambassador
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B ‘pres1dent a Repubhcan and maybe even Rice.

Assocrated Press Online
~ January 16, 2006 ' ‘
- HEADLINE: Rice Again Rules Out 2008 Whlte House Run

Not even a vote of confidence from Laura Bush can change Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice's mind about running for president in 2008.

Before leaving for Africa, the first lady predicted the United States soon Would have a female

©+ "I think it will happen for sure," Mrs. Bush said Friday about a woman in the Oval Office.

' Inthe year since becoming secretary of state, Rice. has repeatedly dismissed the notion of -
_‘ runnlng for the Repubhcan nom1natron to succeed her current boss, Pres1dent Bush

Asked about the first lady's comments Sunday, Rice laughed and good naturedly answered the
recurring question about her prospects for presrdent in 2008. No d1ce she said for the umpteenth
time. . .
, "Obviously, it's flattering when people say things like that. The first lady‘ is 'not only a terrific

* person, she's my friend. And I was honored that she said that of course. She sa Wonderﬁll
person " R1ce said.
’ ‘"But I‘Ve -spoken_ to this. I_know what I'm good at, [ know what I want to do and that's, not it." |
" How about Vice‘p‘resi‘dent?

","The two are the same," she said with a grin and a shake of her.head

‘ ‘,‘Durmg her fli ght Sunday, Mrs Bush was asked Whether she'd heard from R1ce after her remark.

‘ " "I‘m probably gorng to have to take over her correspondence department When she gets all the |
. letters,” Mrs. Bush Joked : :



 Associated Press Worldstream

-January 16, 2006 Monday 2:22 PM GMT

HEADLINE: First lady travels to Africa, attends h1stor1c inauguration
BYLINE By DEB RIECHMANN, Associated Press Writer

FirSt lady Laura Bush smiled broadly and applauded the historic SWearing in on Monday of _
Liberia's new leader, the first woman ever elected president in Africa, who exclaimed that the
future belongs to women "because we have taken charge ofit."

On her second tr1p to Africa, Mrs. Bush Jomed U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice in
Liberia's capital at the inauguration of new President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, a Harvard-educated
~economist who pledged to restore peace after a 14 -year c1V1l war in this nation founded by freed
. ,Amerlcan slaves.

"I think it's really important worldwide," Mrs. Bush said about Sirleaf's inauguration. "I think
it's partrcularly important on the continent of Africa, because tradltlonally women have been
excluded n many Afrrcan cultures not all of them but inmany."

Mrs. Bush was the formal head of the U.S. delegatlon but it was Rlce who was greeted w1th
~hoots of approval by the crowd dur1ng 1ntroductlons ST

~Sirleaf's Vrctory ina run-off election in November raised hope that Liberia would movepast a
war that devastated the West African country. The 67-year-old grandmother has vowed to end
- the perlod of corrupt-male-dominated rule in Liberia, Stlll reelmg from a brutal 1989 to 2003

R ClVll war that left some 200,000 dead.

Former L1ber1an President Charles Taylor was indicted ‘by the U.S. for war crimes and 'forced
-~ from power in 2003 during rebel war, paving the way for U:N. peacekeeper to help restOre order.

"Charles Taylor is out of Liberia," Rice told reporters ona ﬂ1ght to Monrovia. "He is through
.- raping and plllagmg this country, and the Liberian people are trying to look forward !

' Mrs Bush and her 24- year-old daughter, Barbara ‘ who recently worked on AIDS in'a pediatric :

hospital in South Afrlca spent Sunday night in Accra Ghana, at the home of the U S:
ambassador.
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 ‘Ina statement, U.N. Secretary-General Koﬁ Annan congratulated Sirleaf, sayrng she had

Associated Press Worldstream -

January 16, 2006

HEADLINE: Liberia's Sirleaf sworn in as ﬁrst elected female pres1dent in Afnca
BYLINE: By HAN S NICHOLS, Associated Press Wr1ter

g Ellen J ohnson Sirleaf was sworn in Monday as war-battered Liberia's new president; nraklng
history as Africa’s first elected female head of state and pledging a "fundamental break” with the
West Afrlcan nation's v1olent past. : ‘

"We know that your vote was a vote for change a vote for peace securrty and we have heard -
you loudly, Slrleaf told Liberians i in an 1naugural speech :

: "We recognlze this change is not a change for change s sake but a fundamental hreak' withthe
- past, therefore requiring that we take bold and decisive steps to address the problems that have
for decades stunted our progress," she sard o

Sirleaf takes charge of a ruined hation struggling for peace after a quarter-century of coups and
war. Speak1ng for the first time as president, she also promised to stamp out corruption to secure "
the trust of skeptrcal foreign donors whose aid is desperately needed to-rebuild.

)

"historic mandate to lead the nation toward a future of lasting peace and stability."

Standmg ln front of a Liberian flag with her left hand" on a Bible, Sirleaf'pledged to "faithfully,
conscientiously and impartially d1scharge the duties and functions of the office of pres1dent of
the Republrc of Lrbena to the best of my abrlrtles SO help me God." e

The ceremony was attended by thousands of Lrberrans and scores of foreign dignitaries,
: 1nclud1ng Nigerian Presrdent Olusegun Obasanjo and South Afr1ca S Thabo Mbekr

Two U. S Navy warships were V1s1ble offshore for the first time since the war ended in 2003, a
rare show of support also meant to protect two hrgh-proﬁle Amencan guests first lady Laura
Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. :

Securlty was tight, with armed U.N. peacekeepers surveying the scene with binoculars from 'atop .
. surrounding buildings. The U.N. redeployed 500 peacekeepers previously stationed outsrde the |
cap1tal to strategrc pornts in Monrovia and the 1nternat1onal airport. :

Slrleaf wrll serve a: s1x-year terrn as head of Africa's oldest republ1c, founded by freed American.
slaves in' 1847. The country has known little but war, however, since a rebel group led by -
_Charles Taylor plunged the country into chaos, invading from neighboring Ivory Coastin 1989. .

~ Taylor became president in 1997 but stepped down and was exiled to Nigeria as 'part of the 2003l -

~ peace deal brokered as rebels pressed on the capital. He is now wanted on war crimes charges by
a U.N.-backed war crimes court in Sierra Leone for h1s role in backing a brutal rebel group
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| “during that country s 1991 -2002 ciVil war.

On a ﬂight to Monrov1a early Monday, Rice told reporters Taylor "is through raping and
'pillaging this country, and the Liberian people are trying to look forward."

' ‘Nigeria has refused to hand Taylor over to. the court and Sirleaf has said only that she would
- consult with regional leaders regarding Taylor's future. Rice said she's conﬁdent Sirleaf Wlll
work to hand Taylor over to the Sierra Leone court :

- Richin diamonds iron ore and timber Liberia was relatively prosperous and peaceful until a
- 1980 coup saw illiterate Master Sgt. Samuel Doe seize power and order Cabinet ministers tied to

polesin their underwear and executed

' 'Harvard-educated Sirleaf was finance minister at the time but was spared, she told The
Associated Press in arecent interView "by the grace of God." ' :

: Twice imprisoned in the 1980s by Doe's junta, Sirleaf fled-into exile
When Taylor launched a rebel invasion in 1989, Sirleaf brieﬂy supported him a move that. still
draws criticism today. The war saw children as young as 10 take up arms. Fighting uprooted half

the country s3 million people and killed 200,000.

A truce paved the way for preSidential elections in 1997 that Sirleaf lost to Taylor The brazen ‘

e bid earned her the nickname "Tron Lady

After another rebel war forced Taylor from power in 2003, Sirleaf ran for president again; this
‘time winning a heated November run- -off buoyed by a resume that included senior jobs at - ‘
Citibank, the U.N. and the World Bank. Her soccer star rival, George Weah, was backed by ex- -'
.rebel leaders and many ex-combatarits. '

| _‘Sirleaf inherits a nation in tatters. The capital has no running water or electricity, and
’ unemployment 1s an astounding 80 percent '

- Reflecting how slowly economic wheels are turning, the annual budget 1S a mere US$80 million

. Annual donor aid is three-and-a-half times that.

Sirleaf says her top priorities include stamping out corruption, getting electricity in the capital .
- and assuring a future for 100,000 ex-combatants who laid down arms last year many of whom ,
~are prowling the streets, unemployed : L
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] Agence France Presse -- English B
January 16, 2006 Monday 10:26 AM GMT
HEADLINE: Thousands attend inauguration of new L1ber1an pres1dent

Thousands of people began filing into the grounds of Liberia s parliament building Monday for
- the inauguration of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf as'Africa's first female elected head of state; hopeﬁJl of
anew era of peace and democracy after years of war and tyranny.
- Among the first, hours before the ceremony, were a group of African traditional dancers grounds
- blowing horns and beating drums in line with local tradition of alerting the populatlon of a
: ..pend1ng great event.

| 'Makeshlft marquees made from bamboo sticks were festooned with balloons and ribbons in the o
- national colours of blue, red and white, wh11e the trunks of mango and avocado trees in the -
' grounds were pa1nted white. : : '

Senior ﬁgures from across Africa and further afield were also due to attend the inauguration,
among them United States First Lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce

, Pres1dents Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, Abdoulaye Wade of Senegal, J ohn Kufuor of Ghana
~ Laurent Gbagbo of Ivory Coast and Sierra Leone's Ahmad Tejan Kabbah were also expected as:
. was Chinese Forelgn M1n1ster Li Zhaox1ng, who is on a tour of west Africa. : :

J ohnson Sirleaf, 67, a Veteran pollt1c1an and 1ntematlona1 civil servant, won a second round
- runoff election against football hero George Weah on November 8. Her swearmg-m ceremony is
-scheduled for 1100 GMT. : -

She faces the mammoth task of rebuilding one of the world's most failed states, one ruined by
~civil wars that raged from the 1989 rebellion launched by Charles Taylor until 2003, when ‘

Taylor, by then the elected pres1dent stepped down and went into exile as part ofa UN-brokered
peace process , : ,

A quarter ofa million people were killed in the conflicts.

. Onthe eve of her 1nauguratron S1r1eaf vowed to restore hope to her country S people half of
whom have known noth1ng but war.

- "We w111 make our children smile agaln we w111 glve them back their youth and the1r future We
E w111 make like, and be proud of Liberia," she sa1d -

There are more than 15,000 Un1ted Nations peacekeeplng troops stationed in the country and the
UN mission stepped up secur1ty along main roads and at the airport serv1ng Monrov1a ahead of

: - Monday's ceremony.

’ . A US warship has been stationed off the west African country's coast and key roads in the capital Bt



: _were c‘lo’sed to public vehicles. -

"We te really, really excited to be at such a h1stor1c 1nauguratlon " Laura Bush told reporters
, Sunday while travelhng to Monrov1a : ‘

: Sirleaf "ran on a platform of reconciliation and reconstruction and it' s going to take the help of a

~lot of countries, including the United States, which has a special relationship with Liberia, for her - :
e and the people of Liberia to be able to.do the reconstruction they need," she said.

- Bush said she was bringing "the commitment from the United States,'government.to stand with .
her, to stand with the people of Liberia as they rebuild their country."

" "The centerpiece, really, of this trip is women's empowermient, with Ellen Johnson Sirleaf as a '
“shining example for all of us, for women around the world not just women on her continent," - -

~~ she added.

: ’.Rice told reporters the i'nauguration was ' exc1t1ng for the contlnent" and asi gn of the pro gress
‘Liberia has made since the lawless days of Charles. Taylor. ‘ -

‘ "I th1nk 1t would have been hard to imagine that we would have had free and fair elections this
fall and now be 1naugurat1ng this woman as pre51dent Rice sa1d o

"'It‘s going to be a hopeful day. ... The Liberian people'certainly deserve a hopeful day," she. said.
"The Liberian people are trying to look forward and I th1nk we owe it to them to look forward
and not backward " : :



Agence France Presse -- English
~January 16, 2006 _ ‘
HEADLINE: S1rleaf becomes L1ber1a s sworn in pres1dent

L1ber1a s new Presrdent Ellen J ohnson S1rleaf took the oath of ofﬁce Monday, becomrng Afrrca s |
first elected ‘woman head of state. »

RS Ellen J ohnson S1rleaf do solemnly swear to protect defend and uphold the const1tut1on of the‘
~ Republic of Liberia and will conscientiously, faithfully and impartially discharge my ¢ dut1es to.
- the best of my ability, so help me God," she said, her hand oni the B1ble

She was sworn in by the country's supreme -court ch1ef Justlce Henry Reed Cooper ata Monrov1a -
ceremony attended by thousands of people from around the west African country devastated by

14 years of successive civil wars. -

Before Srrleaf took the oath in the grounds of the parl1ament bu1ld1ng, the 64 members of
~ parliament elected last October were sworn in with the 30 senators in the upper house.

Senior ﬁgures from across Africa and further afield attended the 1naugurat10n among them
_ Umted States F1rst Lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce



THE WASHINGTON TIMES
January 17, 2006

- HEADLINE: Laura defends the GOP
B BYLINE. Bill Sammon,

il MONROVIA, Liberia -- First lady Laura Bush yesterday rejected Democratic claims that -
- Republicans are mired in a "culture of corruption” and said she'd be "glad" to campa1gn for
_ .Repubhcan candidates in the fall.

7 "It isn't true,” Mrs. Bush said of the "culture of corruption” charges in an exclusive interview
‘with The Washington Times while here for the inauguration of Ellen J ohnson Srrleaf as

B :presrdent of L1ber1a : -

Mrs. Bush'of_fered her star p'ower to Republican candidates after saying she did not know how '

the Democrats' accusations will affect the congressional elections in November ‘

' "T'll be glad to campaign for Republicans Who ask me to campaign for them or do fundra1sers for

them " the first lady said at the U.S. ambassador's residence here

Mrs. Bush made clear that "there's certalnly not a role for any sort of bnbery or anyth1ng that

- would be consrdered corrupt,” but said many lobbyrsts play vital roles in public pohcy

‘ "The whole lobbylng aspect of politics is very 1nterest1ng in the United States " Mrs Bush said.

"There's an 1mportant aspect to lobbylng, as well.

Gt "I mean, what people don't th1nk of is the Amerlcan Heart Association or breast caricer research .

~each of those groups lobby for federal funds, for very, very important and worthwhile causes in -

" our country," she added "And"so I hope that people realize that there is a role for advocates for
R drfferent issues.' : : :

: Rep. ‘Bob Ney, Ohio Republican, temporarily..stepped downSunday as chairman of the House -

Administration Committee because of his association with disgraced lobbyist Jack Abramof.

~ Democrats are expected to make corruption charges a central theme in their attempt to win

_ congresswnal seats in the midterm elections.

" Mrs. Bush also said she was "dlsappomted" in Democrats for tryrng to delay a vote on Pre51dent
‘Bush's nomination of Judge Samuel A. Alito Jr. for the Supreme Court because it would further
‘ postpone ret1rement for Justice Sandra Day O Connor.

o "I'm drsappomted about that " Mrs. Bush sa1d "I know Sandra Day O' Connor would hke to-

ret1re

3 "She stayed longer because the pre51dent asked her to when he nomrnated J ohn Roberts for ch1ef
- "Justlce " the first lady added. "And I think it just would serve the country better if [J udge Ahto]
- can go ahead and be voted on, up and down and then assume the job."
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Democrats on the Senate J ud1c1ary Commlttee have delayed avote on J udge Ahto unt11 next
week while liberal interest groups work to erode publlc support for the nomlnee Republicans
L called for a panel vote th1s week. '

: 'Democ'rats questloned Judge Ahto so.aggressively last week that his wife, Martha, broke into ‘
tears and.left the committee room Wednesday for more than an hour. Mrs. Bush, who called
Mrs. Alito and urged her to "hang in there," made 1t clear yesterday that she d1sapproved of the =
rough hearings. : , -

"They're difﬁcult for family members when they see the people they love attacked," she said. "I~
" really think when anyone is up for confirmation, whether it's for justice of the Supreme Court or -
any other job that requires Senate confirmation, that 1t's 1ncumbent upon senators to be ‘

respectful "o '

';The first lady is traveling in Africa with her daughter Barbara, vvho has akeen interest in the ~
~ troubled continent. Mrs. Bush pointed out that last year, Barbara "went to South. Afrrca where
she worked ata pediatric hosp1tal and then she d1d UNICEF work in Botswana.

: "She s very 1nterested in Africa and she loves it, and really her 1nterest has stimulated m1ne " the .
ﬁrst lady added. "Barbara has been a big influence on me, influenced my interest in Afrlca "

Barbara's twm sister, J enna, is not acCompanyrng her mother on this tr1p.

"Jenna's teachlng school in a charter school and she loves educatlon said Mrs. Bush a former‘
teacher. "She's having a great time. She's interested partrcularly in the charter school movement ‘
and really wanted to work in a charter school.” :

The first lady also backed the president's decision in November to make a more aggress1ve
defense of hlS Iraq polrcy She lauded Iragis for electrng a permanent government last month

| "It s really 1mportant for h1m to talk to the Amerrcan people about the war in Iraq and’ about what
- the United States’ goals are," she said, "because I'm not so sure that the press does get the word
" out on how important the vote was there "
Since rej oining the Iraq debate in earnest, the president has seen his job approval rat1ngs cllmb
although he and his wife often say they are unaffected by polls. -

"I only really pay attention when they re really good " Mrs. Bush Joked

" Mrs. Bush also revealed that her IPod llstenlng 1ncludes songs by Trna Turner and Dolly Parton. -
She said her muswal tastes are somewhat different from those of her husband.

| "He llkes country music a little bit more than I do, although I actually really am very. fond of

- country music, as well," she said. "One of the songs on my IPod that I'love is Dolly Parton
- srngrng 'Stalrway to Heaven.' So that's sort ofa combrnatlon country and pop."



o

'BBC Monitoring Africa - Political - o B R T TN

January 17, 2006 S
HEADLINE Kenyan paper urges amicable formula" over ex- -Liberian leader Taylor :

Text of ed1tor1al entitled "Punish Taylor but don't imperil gains" published by Kenyan

newspaper The People on 17 January

B ‘Yesterday s swearing in of Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf as War-battered“Liberia'new president 1o doubt

carved her name into h1story as Africa’s first elected female head of state. Even more, she

- emerged as the western Aftrica nation's possible redeemer after years of strife durlng Wh1ch

millions were. either krlled or d1splaced

E While the process leading up to last year's polls was bound to be contentrous it was always one

that was, by all means, supposed to provide mandate for a leader who would lead Liberia - ,
towards a future of lasting peace and stability. It is also gratifylng that foreign powets, from the
United States to Kenya, have ever sought to provrde logistic and moral support to such a process.

' .‘ Indeed,‘ the"role that peacekeeping forces from Kenya have,.played both in Sierra Leone and

Liberia cannot be gainsaid. The presence in yesterday's ceremony of US First Lady Laura Bush,

‘Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice and Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo and South
Afr1can counterpart Thabo Mbek1 is testrmony to this

 However, it Would be fundamental that any efforts almed at. cementing the new chapter in
Liberia involve greater participation from: African leaders, as only then will Liberia's interests be L

fully taken into account. For instance, it is the wish of every African that the thorny issue of
bringrng forrner Liberian leader Charles Taylor to Just1ce be 1mplemented as soor as applicable

Taylor became presrdent in 1997 but stepped down and was exiled to Nigeria as part of 2003

peace deal brokered as rebels pressed on the capital. He is now wanted on war crime charges by

a UN-backed war crimes court in Sierra Leone for his role in backing a brutal rebel group during
“that country's 1991-2002 civil war. But Nigeria has refused to hand him over to the court and
: Sirleaf has said she would consult with regional leaders regarding Taylor's future.

e ;'On the other hand Rice has said she is conﬁdent Sirleaf Wlll work to hand Taylor overto 'the'

~ Sierra Leone court and that she was expected to push for the case while in Monrovia yesterday.
.Given these intricacies, it would be necessary that while the Liberian past deeds should be

conclusively tackled, it should never prov1de an opportunity to compromise the gains so far-
made in the peace process . :

: Instead an amicable formula need to be'established - one that can guarantee that justice is found -

for the v1ct1ms of Taylor's tyranny as Well as ensuring that Liberia's posterity is not held by its

past.

Source: The People, Nairobi, in English 17Jan 06
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BBC Monltoring Africa - Political
January 17, 2006
- '-HEADLINE: Ghana Laura Bush to launch educatlon program in Accra 17 J anuary

; Excerpt from report by Ghanaian GBC radlo on 17 J anuary R | R \: 2

e The US First Lady, Laura Bush will today launch the Textbook and Learnlng Materrals
Program: under the African Educatlon Initiative at the Accra Tra1n1ng College:

} Pre51dent George Bush or1g1nally pledged 200m dollars over ﬁve years but this has been
1ncreased to 600m dollars over an eight years period: - ‘ ,

The current focus is on six Sub-Saharan nations, Ghana, Senegal, South Africa ‘Ethiopia ,
Tanzania and Zambia until 2008. Already more than two m1lllon text books have been prov1ded

under th1s 1n1t1at1ve [Passage omitted]

vSource Radio Ghana Accra in Enghsh 0600 gmt 17 J an 06
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- THE AUSTRALIAN
January 17,2006 -
- HEADLINE: Historic day as woman takes charge in L1ber1a
- BYLINE: F1ona Connolly and Sarah Grant :

, MONROVIA: Ellen J ohnson-Sirleaf was due to be sworn in last night as Liber‘ia'sv‘_new head’of-
state, carv-ing her name into “history as the first elected. female president of an African country.

Senlor ﬁgures from across Afr1ca and further aﬁeld were to attend the inau gurat1on among them -

- US first lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice.

| "We re really, really excited to be at such a historic 1naugurat1on " Mrs Bush told reporters wh1le
, travelllng to the L1ber1an cap1tal Monrovia.

Mrs Johnson- S1rleaf "ran on a platform of reconciliation and reconstruction and it's going to take

the help of a lot of countries, including the US, which has a special relationship with L1ber1a for A

: her and the people of Liberia to be able to,do the reconstruction they need" Mrs Bush said. -

- She Went on to describe the pres1dent-elect asa "sh1n1ng example for all of us, for women around ‘ '
the World not just for women on her continent, but women everywhere" - » ~

‘Mrs J ohnson—S1rleaf pledged to unite her country and secure the trust of sceptlcal fore1 gn donors
whose aid is desperately needed to rebuild her ruined nation, which is struggling for peace after a
" quarter of a century of coups and war. She also hoped her: ascens1on would be an 1nsp1rat1on to

b women worldw1de

"L am excited by the potential of what I represent -- the asp1rat1ons and expectat1ons of women'in
Liberia, African women and women all over the world," the 67- -year-old grandmother said.. "I am
also humbled -- humbled by the enormity of the challenge we face."

The UN which has more than 15,000 peacekeeping troops in L1ber1a stepped up secur1ty before g
the 1naugurat1on redeploying about 500 peacekeepers previously stat1oned outside. the cap1tal to
strate glc points in Monrovia and the 1ntematlonal a1rport :

' L1ber1an police, thou gh unarmed also 1ncreased the1r presence on the streets

Two US navy Warsh1ps appeared offshore for the flrst time since the war ended in 2003; a rare i
show of support also meant to protect Mrs Bush and Dr Rice. . : :

Mrs J ohnson Slrleaf will be sworn in for a six-year term taking charge of Afr1ca s oldest ‘ k
' republlc wh1ch was founded by freed American slaves in 1847. '

: chh in dlamonds iron ore and tlmber Liberia was relatlvely prosperous and peaceful unt1l a

~* 1980 coup had illiterate Samuel Doe seize power and order cabinet ministers tied to poles in the1r ’
underwear and executed. S
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‘ Harvard educated Mrs Johnson- S_1r1eaf was ﬁnance mrnrster at the trme but was spared she
clarms "by the grace of God". ‘ :

Twrcermprrsoned in the 1980s by Doe_'s junta, Mrs.J ohnson—Sirleaf fled into exrle '.‘. ,

e When Charles Taylor launched a rebel invasion from nerghbourmg Ivory Coast in 1989 Mrs T
L J ohnson Sirleaf briefly supported him -- a move that still draws criticism today.

© The war had children as young as 10 take up arms. Frghtrng uprooted half the country s three

. ‘ mllhon people and killed 200,000.

A truce paved the way for pres1dent1a1 elections in 1997 that Mrs Johnson- Slrleaf lost to Mr o
Taylor The brazen bid earned her the nickname "Iron Lady".

After: another rebel war forced Mr Taylor from power n 2003 Mrs J ohnson Sirleaf ran for

) pres1dent again, this time winning a heated November runoff buoyed by a resume that 1ncluded :

o “senior _]ObS at C1t1bank the UN and the World Bank

: Her soccer star r1val George Weah, was backed by ex-rebel leaders and many ex-cornbatants.‘

~She inherits a nation in tatters. The capital has no runnrng water or electr1c1ty, and -
unemployment is 80 per cent. : :

BLOODY HISTORY OF WARS AND COUPS

- *.1847: L1ber1a founded by freed slaves from the US and Carrbbean : -

% 1980: Years of relative stability end with a mrhtary coup led by Samuel Doe Former pres1dent
~ William R.Tolbert Jr publicly executed : - '

~ * 1985: Doe wins presidential election

*1989: First c1v11 war begins as Charles Taylor s Natlonal Patrlotlc Front of L1ber1a begins an -

. uprising . R L
*1990: Doe executed by NPFL : e

*1995: Peace agreement signed

% 1997: Taylor wins pres1dent1a1 elections by a landshde as the NPFL wins a majorlty in the .

legislative assembly

~* April 1999: A new rebel group, L1ber1ans United for Reconciliation and Democracy, beglns -

attacks in the north, starting a second civil war
* August 2003: Taylor steps down, exiling himself to Nrgerra International peacekeepers arrive

- * November 2005: Ellen Johnson- Sirleaf wins pres1dent1a1 election, defeatmg soccer star

George Weah

~*J anuary 16, 2006: Johnson-Slrleafs 1nauguratlon in the cap1ta1 Monrov1a
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- Associated Press
January 17, 2006 '
- HEADLINE: Laura Bush Attends L1ber1an Inaugurat1on
BYLINE Deb Riechmann

‘ Flrst lady Laura Bush smiled broadly and applauded the historic sweanng inon Monday of
- Liberia's new leader, the first woman ever elected president in Africa, who excla1med that the
future belongs to women "because we have taken charge of it."- ' » e
On her second trip to Africa, Mrs. Bush joined Secretary of State Condoleezza R10e in L1ber1a s
capital at the inauguration of President-elect Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, a Harvard-educated
“economist who pledged to restore peace after a 14-year crvrl war in thls natron founded by freed

- f"Amerrcan slaves

"I thlnk it's really important worldwrde " Mrs. Bush said about S1rleafs 1nauguratron which
falls on the day Americans honor civil rlghts icon, the Rev. Martin Luther K1ng Jr. "I think it's
‘particularly important on the continent of Africa, because traditionally women have been
~ excluded in many African cultures — not all of them, but in many."
- Mrs. Bush was the formal head of the U.S. delegation, but it was Rice who Was greeted wrth
“hoots of approval by the crowd during introductions.
The outdoor ceremony, held on a muggy overcast day, was 1nformal by U.S. standards The :
platform was simply decorated with red, white and blue bunting and balloons. Members of the
local media shouted at diplomats on stage to move out their camera shots. - ,
‘The new president said Liberians who voted for her were casting a ballot for natronal heallng,
leadershlp and freedom ’

"We know that your vote was a vote of change, a vote of peace, secunty and stabrlrty We have
heard you loudly," Sirleaf said in her speech, which both Mrs. Bush and Rice attended.
Sirleaf's victory in a run-off election in November raised hope that Liberia would move past a.
‘war that devastated the West African country. The 67-year-old grandmother has vowed to end
the period of corrupt-male-dominatd rule i in L1ber1a stlll reeling from a brutal 1989 to 2003 01v1l
- war that left some 200,000 dead. : : :

"The United States has already invested a lot of money over the last two years through'the
election period,” Mrs. Bush said Sunday just before landing in Ghana, "We have a comm1tment
~ for the year 2006, as well, to help them in their reconstruction as they start to try to have
- electricity again and potable water and all the things that are-so crucial for bas1c surv1val in -
: L1ber1a " - - : '

S_Mrs Bush and her 24-year-old daughter, Barbara, who recently worked on AIDS ina pedlatnc
hospltal in South Africa, spent Sunday night in Accra, Ghana, at the home of the U.S.
ambassador. They were up before dawn Monday to ﬂy to Monrovra named after Presrdent ,
’Monroe N : : '

‘ ',‘On her more than hour-long dr1ve to the capital, Mrs Bush's motorcade passed checkpornts
manned by U N. peacekeeplng soldiers and she gota close -up look at the pervasrve poverty in:

48



'L1ber1a A few res1dents waved, but most looked on curiously at the motorcade from thatched

huts, some with roofs covered with plastic held down by rocks.

.~ Mrs. Bush landed at Roberts International Airport which U.S. Marines controlled in August
. 2003 to facilitate the flow of humanitarian aid into the country and stop the flow of arms to -

former Liberia President Charles Taylor. Taylor fled into exile that month, paving the way fora - B
transrtional government that 1S handing over power to Sirleaf ‘

"Charles Taylor is out of Liberia Rice told reporters ona ﬂight to Monrovra "He is through
raping and pillaging this country, and the Liberian people are trying to look forward."
Taylor is in exile in Nigeria but is wanted on war-crimes charges in Sierra Leone, where he

- ~supported a brutal rebel group during that country's 1991-2002 civil war. Nigeria says it won't

hand Taylor over to a U.N.-backed tribunal unless a d'emocratically elected Liberian leader

“‘makes such a request. Rice said she's confident that Sirleaf will work to bnng Taylor to Justice

and that he ultimately will end up before the spec1al court n Sierra Leone. .-

- "This will happen " Rice said. "It's what the 1ntemational community wants. The 1nternationa1 -

community wants justice. | thmk the Liberian leadership wants justice."

Sirleaf defeated George Weah, a soccer star who first claimed that the election was fraudulent,
but then conceded defeat after 1ntemational election observers deemed the presrdential elections ’
largely clean : :

MTrs. Bush's motorcade passed lingering reminders of the election — a billboardi that said "Vote
George Weah," faded blue campaign posters for Sirleaf and a banner hung over a street that said

"Let's:join hands in development. No more guns. No more violence." -

L1ber1a faces great challenges poverty at 85 percent and 1lliteracy at 80 percent as well as high

- unemployment, serious health problems, poor public services and weak public institutions.: »
" "She ran on a platform of reconciliation and reconstruction, and it's going to take the help of a'lot
-of countries, including the United States, which has a special relationship with Liberia, for her

and the people of Liberia to be able to do the reconstruction they need," Mrs. Bush said.
Congress appropriated more than $840 million last year to help reconstruct Libena Of that, more :

" than $520 million has gone to support a U.N. peacekeepmg mission.

The United States currently is working on quick-impact programs to'help rebuild courthOuses |

‘high schools and hospitals and provide skills training to youth and ex-combatants. The U.S.

government also is helping finance efforts to rebuild Liberia's army.
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The Independent (London) S

January 17, 2006 ' ’ B
HEADLINE: Liberia's 'iron 1ady pledges reform : L

BYLINE: By Rob Crilly in Monrovia

: Afr1ca s first elected female head of state has promlsed a rap1d peace dividend to the war-weary
’ -people of Liberia in an 1naugurat1on ceremony marked by a d1splay of backing from Wash1ngton :

' Cheermg Liberians danced through the streets to the beats of trad1t1onal drumm1ng as Ellen )
Johnson Sirleaf, a 67- -year-old grandmother, promised to restore electricity to the capital,
Monrov1a and tackle the hi gh unemployment rate in an attempt to unite the country beh1nd her

She won a pres1dent1al run-off agamst George Weah, the former international footballer, in -
Novembet. Now the former World Bank economist faces the challenge of un1fy1ng a country
shattered by 14 years of civil war. i : :

Laura Bush the American first lady, and Con-doleezza R1ce the Secretary of State Were inthe
N ,aud1ence at the 1naugurat1on - :

",Ms Johnson Sirleaf said ma1nta1n1ng peace law and order would be the pnor1t1es forher = .
presidency as the country drew a line under its bloody history. "This is not change for change s
' sake but a fundamental break from the past," she said.’ : S

2 L1ght1ng up the cap1tal and putt1ng L1ber1ans back to Work she cont1nued would be her

priorities. "Our strategy is to-achieve quick and visible progress that reaches significant numbers
of people to gain momentum, consolidate support and establish a foundation for sound econom1c k

- development "-said the woman who has become known as Africa's iron lady. -

Yesterday's jubilant atmosphere was a reminder of how far the country has come in the past two-
years when gun battles raged between rival militias vymg for control of the cap1tal

Mrs Bush said on board her US Air Force ﬂ1ght that the new pres1dent faced a huge task. "She
ran on aplat-form of reconciliation and reconstruction and it's going to take the help of a lot of
~countries, including the United States - which has a spec1al relationship with L1bena for her and -
‘her people to be able to do the reconstructlon they need." |

GRAPHIC Pres1dent Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is presented W1th the national i 1ns1gn1a in Monrov1a '
L1bena JEROME DELAY/AP :

1
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. - Fort Worth Star-Telegram o o Lt o l
R January 17, 2006 e L o Ty
"HEADLINE: First elected female pre51dent in Afr1ca talks of anew course

o BYLINE The Assocrated Press

. 'Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and first lady Laura Bush attend the ceremony "] think
' women-around the world are watching, and they're proud of her," Bush told reporters after the
‘ _'1naugurat10n . . :

Ellen J ohnson Sirleaf ls sworn in as president Monday in l\/lonrovia, Liberia. "We know_that - |
your vote was a vote for change, a vote for peace secur1ty - and we have heard you loudly,"
J ohnson Sirleaf said. - S L o -

- MONROVIA, L1ber1a -- Afica's ﬁrst elected female head of state Ellen J ohnson—Slrleaf was-
sworn in Monday as war-battered Liberia's new president. She promised a-"fundamental break" :
~with her country's vrolent past and pledged to reburld t
With U.S. Navy warships offshore for the ﬁrst time since the civil war ended two years ago and
ﬁrst lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on hand i ina show of support
vthe moment was met with thunderous applause from thousands of guests
) G "We know that your vote was a vote for change a vote for peace securlty . and we have heard
‘ you loudly," Johnson-Sirleaf, 76 said in her inaugural speech "We recognize thrs change is not
a change for change's sake, but a fundamental break w1th the past."-

' Founded by freed American. slaves in 1847, Liberia was prosperous and’ peaceful for more than a
"century, bolstered by abindant t1mber and diamond wealth :

But back-to- back civil wars from 1989 to 2003 k1lled 200,{000 people and d1splaced half the
-nation's populatron of 3 million.
1It is now one of the world's poorest countries. Not even the capital has running water or -
electricity; the rich rely on generators, the poor on candles. Unemployment is 80 percerit.. "We
g have all suffered The individual sense of deprrvatron is 1mmense "] ohnson S1rleaf sa1d
“"The task of reconstructlng our devastatrng economy is awesome " she said. "There will be no - -
_qu1ck fix, yet we have the potent1al to promote a healthy economy in which L1ber1ans and
: 1ntematlonal investors can prosper e Lo

Bush, making her second trip to Africa, said that the swearrng in symbol1zes a push to empower |
women worldwrde and marks anew dawn for Liberia.

"T think women ar0und the world are watching, and they're proud of her," Bush told reporters -
after the inauguration ceremony as she ﬂew to Ghana to contmue her four-day stay on the

. ‘ D cont1nent , C |

NN
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, ‘ o ,"Womens empowerment glrls educatlon is the centerprece of this tr1p, because all of us know

..~ that educated girls lead much more successful- lives," said;Bush, who made the tr1p with her - e
S daughter Barbara 24 who recently worked ina ped1atr1c hospltal in South Afnca S

. = :"Bush was’ the formal head of the U. S delegat1on but 1t was R1ce who was’ greeted w1th loud
i ;,."‘:fhoots of approval by the crowd dur1ng 1ntroduct1ons o l T -
- The outdoor ceremony, held on'a muggy, overcast day, was 1nformal by. U S standards The |
”‘.i‘f,l_',':'_'platform was decorated simply with red- wh1te and-blue buntmg and balloons. The ‘program
- started late Heads of state arrived mid-ceremony. Members of'the local med1a shouted at-- -
-,",,[ofﬁc1als on stage to move out of their camera shots gl S :
o Ensurmg that L1ber1a remains peaceful w1ll be J ohnson S1rleafs most press1ng &= and perhaps
B _,‘most dlfﬁcult - task R l S '
George Weah the soccer star who lost the November runoff was backed by most of the
o ,country s top warlords and fact1on leaders SRR T v ‘

f':;‘: He grudgmgly accepted defeat and attended the 1naugurat10n .
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| ' The last year_Ireland had a male president: 1990

The Kansas City Star
January 17, 2006 '
HEADLINE: More women emerge to lead their natrons

Dunng her 1nauguratron Monday in Monrovra President Ellen J ohnsonlSlrle:af 'th;e new leader'

j of Liberia, was helped with a sash by Liberian Senior Ambassador-at-large George Ww. Wallace
er Among those at the swearing in was U.S. first lady Laura Bush.

Around the globe, more women are stepping up to lead the1r countries. On Monday, Ellen _
J ohnson Sirleaf took the oath as Liberia's president - the ﬁrst elected Woman to be a head of state.;"-
n Afr1ca ’ :

In Chile, ped1atr1c1an Michelle Bachelet awaits a March 1naugurat1on after voters plcked her

Sunday to be their first female president. And Finnish President Tarja Halonen, the first woman

to hold that office, is closer to another term after w1nnmg the ﬁrst round of presidential electlons .
over the weekend. Story on A-6 : e

Other;countnes where Women leadf

. Bangledesh: Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
- Germany: Chancellor Angela Merkel
 Ireland: President Mary McAleesé

Latvia: President Vaira Vike-Freiberga

New Zealand ane M1n1ster Helen Clark

Phlllpprnes Presrdent Gloria Macapagal Arroyo -

Numbe_r of female heads of state elected or appomted since 2,000:" 12

Approximate number of women pres1dents or prime m1n1sters serving in the 50 years pnor to.
2000: 45 :

Total years 'Indira Gandhi served as prime minister of India before her 1984_as,sassinatlon 115

Number of women ever to be U.S. head of state: 0



Irish Times

January 17, 2006

HEADLINE: Economist sworn in as L1ber1an pres1dent
'BYLINE: Rob Crilly in Monrovia

. LIBERIA: A 67 year-old grandmother has been sworn in as pres1dent of L1ber1a maklng her. :
“Africa's first elected woman head of state. '

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf promised her war-weary people that she would draw a_line under 14 ye'ars.
-of coups and conflict to begin rebuilding a country proudly known as Africa’s oldest republic.

- The former World Bank econom1st said ma1nta1n1ng peace, law and order would be her
- pnontles . : o

US first lady Laura Bush and sécretary of state Condoleezza Rice were among the gueSts who
} gathered in the Liberian cap1tal Monrovia, yesterday in a show of Washington's support for the

- Incoming pres1dent

= Waves of. cheers and ululatlons greeted the swearing in 1 of Mrs Johnson S1rleaf dur1ng a

ceremony that mixed trad1t1onal drumming with Western-style political procedure.

: In'her 1naugural address, she said: "We know that your vote was a vote for change a vote for =
peace a vote for security . . . and we have heard you." : g

'Restorrng electr1c1ty to the battle scarred capital and putt1ng L1ber1ans back to work she
cont1nued would be the priorities for her f1rst 150 days ' '

- Thabo Mbek1 of South Africa and Olusegun ObasanJo of Nigeria were among the African heads
of state who sat on white plastic garden furniture arranged outside Monrovia's capitol building.

- vThe'seat of government isa reﬂection of Liberia's origins as a'colony‘for freed American slaves.

, :' Thousands of Liberians packed into the grounds which were decked out with red whrte and blue
~ bunting for the occasion. The garden party atmosphere and the ceremony's locatron are a frttmg '
rem1nder of how far the country has already come:

" Little more than two years ago the cherry trees and neat lawns were the scene of ﬁerce gun
battles as rival militias vied for control of the capital. More than 200,000 people were killed ina -

- series of civil wars between 1989 and 2003 Almost half the population of three mrlhon people o

were forced to:flee their homes

- The cycle of violence was finally broken in 2003 when presrdent Charles Taylor who came to

- power at the head of a brutal rebel army - accepted refuge in Nigeria as another wave of
1nsurgents pressed in on the capital.

“Mis J ohnson' Sirleaf beat George Weah, the former international footballer, ina presidenti’al‘run-.v'
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© off last November to take power in a continent trad1t1onally dominated by male pol1t1c1ans

Today L1ber1a is at peace, thanks in part to 15,000 Umted Nat1ons troops - 1nclud1ng a rap1d
reaction force of about 430 Irish soldiers. :

Now the challenge for Mrs J ohnson Sirleaf is to maintain that peace To do that she must contend
~ with senators who include reminders of the country's bloody past. Among them is Prince -

- Johnson, a former rebel commander turned born-again preacher who oversaw the execut1on of o
» the 20th pres1dent Samuel Doe, in 1990.

| l, The stakes could not be h1gher

Tna report published to coincide with yesterday s inauguration the International Crisis "Group,
- pressure group working to avoid conflict, said the success of Liberia' s transition to democracy
was cruc1al to the region as a whole. 3 '

"If Liberia sl1des back towards. instability, it will again threaten its neighbours, "bit concluded.
- "Everything is aligned for potential success but the s1tuat10n as shown by the post- electlon riots
remains frag1le' ' :

>

One of Mrs Johnson Sirleaf's first tasks will be to ﬁnd .Workvfor the country s 100 ,000 former

. _ fighters who have laid down their arms. That will mean puttmg up the funding for educat1on

pro grammes or to pay for publlc works.

| "Th1s is the sector that has to be a pnorlty,” said one analyst “"These are the people vvho have RS
rioted in the past and who, if they don't see fast enough progress, could give up on the whole :

- process and take up arms again."

It will be a struggle for the country's tiny economy, where onlyone person in five is employed. _

There is plenty of work to be done The years of c1v1l war have left Monrovra W1th an air of
_decay. The city has no running water or electnc1ty ‘

:'Average.hfe expectancy is 47 and 80 per cent of the population is unemployed. ’

R v, Toga Nlmely, a civil servant who attended the 1naugurat10n summed up the feelings of many L
: When he said he was optimistic after hearlng Mrs J ohnson Slrleafs speech :

"'We have been through sucha long, dark: perlod that we are all ready for change " he sa1d "She,
, is the nght person to do that for us." . : ,
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" Ottawa Citizen
» January 17, 2006 SO :
" HEADLINE: Liberian president vows to rebu11d Wlll take 'de01swe steps to move on from war
BYLINE: The Daily Telegraph : '

MONROVIA Liberia - The first woman to win a presidential electlon in Afnca took power in

-~ Liberia. yesterday, pledging to rebuild her war-shattered country

Pres1dent Ellen J ohnson Slrleaf was 1naugurated in Monrov1a None of the city's bullet—scarred
buildings were fit to hold the ceremony, so di gnltarles gathered in the open air.

s '-.,-'Among those m1ng11ng beside the battered 1eglslat1ve building were South Afncan Pre51dent

Thabo Mbeki, U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, and U.S. President George W. Bush's
w1fe Laura Bush.

- Mrs. Johnson-Sirleaf, who defeated George Weah, the former soccer player, in last year S -

. election, said her government would "take decisive steps to address the problems that have for

decades, stunted our progress
- Fourteen years of 01V11 war in Liberia clalmed perhaps 250,000 lives, eight per cent of the - N
populatlon The killing ended n 2003 and 15, 000 United. Nations peacekeepers now enforce an

uneasy calm

' Mrs Johnson- Sirleaf, 67, is the first pre51dent in leerla s recent h1story to have clear
5 1nternat10na1 support. R S :
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 The Times (London)
January 17,2006 :
HEADLINE First 1ady of Afrlca is sworn in

Ellen J ohnson-Srrleaf was SworT in as Afr1ca s first female pres1dent yesterday, pledglng to heal
the wounds from 14 years of brutal civil war in L1ber1a : :

The Harvard educated economist, left herself j ] a11ed for protestlng against excess1ve government |
spendlng, touched on her own expenence of the violence in her inaugural speech :

"I recall the inhumanity of conﬁnement, the terror of attempted.rape and the o_strac1sm of eXijle,"
she told a crowd of several thousand. Scores of international dignitaries also attended the event,
S among them the US Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice, and the First Lady, Laura Bush

N "It 18 tlme to come together to heal and rebu11d our nation.

o "We wi1‘1 make the children srnile again...we cannot, we will not, we must not fail."
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- The Philadelphia Inquirer

January 17, 2006

' HEADLINE: Liberia's new pres1dent promlses 'fundamental break' with the past
BYLINE Hans Nichols, Associated Press

Africa's first elected female head of state, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, was sworn in yesterday as war-
battered Liberia's president, promising a "fundamental break" W1th the West African natlon s -
violent past and pledg1ng to rebuild. o : S

: Wlth U. S Navy Warsh1ps offshore for the first time since the civil war' S end two years ago and
Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on hand, the moment drew thunderous
applause from thousands of guests.

"We know that your vote was a vote for change, a vote for peace, secun'ty .. and we have heard
“you loudly," Sirleaf, 67, said in her inaugural speech. "We recognlze this change is not a change
. for'change's sake but a fundamental break with the past."

Founded by freed Amen'can slaves in 1847 Liberia was prosperous and peaceful for more than a
century. But back-to-back civil wars from 1989 to 2003 brought the country to its knees, k1111ng
200,000 and displacing half the population of three mllllon , 4

L1ber1a is now one of the world's poorest countries, 206th in per-caplta 1ncome of 208 countnes
on the 2004 World Bank list. Unemployment 1s 80 percent. ' o

| Slrleaf said rebulldlng Would be coupled with h1gh expectatrons but she called for patience. =

. "There will be no. quick fix," she said, "yet we have the potentlal to promote a healthy economy
- in which Liberians and international investors can prosper "

Ensunng that Liberia remains peaceful though Wlll be Slrleaf‘s most press1ng and perhaps
most. drfﬁcult task. :

George.'Weah, the soccer star who lost the November runoff, was backed by most of the
‘country's top warlords. He grudgingly accepted defeat and attended the inauguration ‘

; Several lawmakers in the new legislature are under aUN. travel ban’ for constltutlng "a threat to
‘péace.” Others are allies of Charles Taylor, the onet1me warlord Who was forced from the ‘
pres1dency in 2003. : ‘ : RERE

" For now, Slrleaf‘s government is backed by 15,000 U.N. troops. '
Sirleaf was bom in Liberia in 1938, and she Worked her way through college in the Unlted

States. She earned a master's degree from Harvard University in 1971 and took top jobs in
Liberia, including finance minister, and at Citibank, the World Bank, and the United Natlons."._ ‘

N\
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} ‘  Twice imprisoned in Liberia in the 1980s for politi_cal ’reaso‘n's, she returned during a break in . -
fighting in 1997 to run for president. She lost to Taylor but tried again last fall, emerging
~ victorious. ‘ SO - - -
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The New York Times,

- January 17, 2006

- HEADLINE: Liberia's Harvard- Tramed Queen Is Sworn In as Leader
- BYLINE: Lydia Polgree

Greeted by shouts of "Queen of Africa!" and standing before the bullet-scarred capitol of this
~war-torn nation, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, a Harvard-trained banker and stalwart survivor of
Liberia's brutal politics, took the presidential oath of office on Monday, becom1ng Africa's ﬁrst
~ woman to be elected a head of state.

- :f'-As her words were interrupted again and again with joyful shouts of "Yes""and "Amen!" Ms.
. Johnson Sirleaf, 67, told the crowd that she would bring "a fundamental break with the past,,

 thereby requiring we take bold and decisive steps to address the problems that for decades have
- stunted our pro gress, underm1ned national unity and kept old and new cleavages in fermen

It was a Jub1lant moment suffused with h1story, observed with smiles by members of the old
boy's club Ms. J ohnson Sirleaf now joins, the formerly all-male fraternity of African leaders.
~-Qlusegun Obasanjo, Nigeria's presrdent and charrman of the African Union, looked on beaming -

- as Ms J ohnson Srrleaf was sworn in.

A Umted States delegatron led by Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza R1ce sat

~ beneath simple woven canopies. Their presence was an indication of the long and often troubled

. relationship between the United States and L1ber1a whrch was founded by freed slaves from the
* United States in 1847. ‘

“In the front row sat George Weah, the soccer r star who lost to Ms. J ohnson Srrleaf and 1n1t1ally
refused to concede the election, raising the grim possibility that long-suffering Liberia's
opportunity for lasting peace mrght slip away. But Mr. Weah conceded last month, pav1ng the

- way for the historic ceremony. : : : .

- Desprte the’ euphor1a Ms. Johnson Sirleaf faces a mountam of troubles in a nation afflicted by
civil war for 14 years. Liberia's public works are in shambles; there is no piped water, no
electr1c1ty grid. Its roads, schools and health centers, where they still exist, barely ﬁlnctron

Aninterim government that has ruled since Charles Taylor ﬂed in 2003 was supposed to k1ck- ‘
. start development but corruptron forced many donors to halt their programs :

. The -Europ ean Union had been supporting an effort to brmg electricity to all of the capital, but |
‘withdrew because of corruption concerns. With the new president taking office, the Europeans -

. will begin the program again, committing $70 million. The United States is committed to -

rebuilding the armed forces. The United Nations mission in L1ber1a which includes 15,000
.peacekeepers costs about $700 million a year :

“There also remains the difficult question of what to do about Mr. Taylor, the warIOrd-turned- ‘
president who, with the backing of Libya and other regional powers, rampaged through his own




country and much of West Afr1ca unleash1ng a cycle of war that still reverberates today He ﬂed -
to exile in Nigeria in 2003 as a condition of ending the war, but i is under indictment by a court .

. for war crimes in Sierra Leone. Ni geria has said it will hand him over only if Liberia asks.

Ms. J ohnson Sirleaf said Liberia was bound by the United Nations resolution calling .for Mr.

N Taylor to appear in Sierra Leone, and must weigh calls for justice against the need for peace.

"Our peace is fragile; we still have lots of Taylor operatlves in the country," she said in an

interview. "We don't want to see us return to a state of war."

Liberians even Mr. Weah's partisans, who. had taken to the streets to protest what they said was
arigged election, exulted in the moment, relieved that war seemed to have ceased and proud that :
their nation had produced the continent's first woman to be elected head of state.

" Voted for George Weah but I accept Ellen because she is our Ma and is gomg take care of us,"
said Benedict Newon, 19, a former child soldier. He first hoisted a weapon for the warlord
Charles Taylor when he was 10, though he later switched alleglanc,e to another rebel group.

" never carry gun again,_" Mr. Newon sajd, gesturing’at his 8-month-old son and his pregnant
L wife,.Fatou. "I have afuture now. | got to protect it. I gotto be patient with Ma Ellen." ... -

“ That notion of pres1dent as mater familias may seem new, but in Liberia polltlcs has always been
patemallstlc -- ﬁghters for Mr. Taylor called him their ”Papay

In_an interview before the 1naugurat10n, Ms. J ohnson S1rleaf said that unlike some Western .

- women in politics, she embraced the stereotypical feminine roles as part of her appeal, though

she is also known as Liberia's iron lady from her years in opposrtlon politics, wh1ch included two
stints in prison. : y : :

" "The iron lady,v‘of course that comes from the toughness of many years of being a profess1onal in

a male-dominated world," she said. "But also the many young people we have here, and the °

: suffering I have seen, and the despair and lack of hope brought out the motherliness in me, and
- that is where the Ma Ellen comes from." :

It is a:combination -- tough and tender -- that has won women new respect in the increasingly - -
democratic political scene in ‘Africa. Once dominated by male autocrats, many African countries
now have women in high positions, and a handful are porsed to join Ms. J ohnson Slrleaf at the

s 'plnnacle of power

Women from across the cont1nent flocked to Monrovra to celebrate her’ V1ctory Abena P. A
Bus1a an English professor from Ghana, said she would have swum to the 1nauguratlon

.Euphorla was palpable in the streets, where squads' of workers frantically readied this battered' B
~ city for its long-awaited close-up. Lacking heavy equipment, crews painted lines in the roads

using huge stencils and hand brushes.

Pandora Matati, 20, a former fighter, was among the,crews who worked furiously fo prep_are:for '
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the big event.

"Tlove Ellen because she is going to do so much for us," she said as she took a brief break from
;her job laylng concrete at the capitol. "With Ellen anythlng 1S poss1b1e "

.; "»76_» :




"Oh yes,_ God has answered our prayer," said Teresa vsmith, a businestoman'attendingthe S

.‘ Natlonal Post (f/k/a The F1nanc1al Post) ( Canada)
January 17, 2006

HEADLINE: President's first task is to rebuild L1ber1a

BYLINE: Alphonso Toweh and Katharine Houreld, Reuters |

MONROVIA, Liberia - Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf took office as Africa's first elected woman -
president yesterday, backed by a strong show of U.S. support and vowing to fight graft and :
rebuild her country after years of war. :

As well as several fellow African leaders U.S. first lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice attended the inauguration in a sign of Washington's backing for Afr1ca s oldest

_republic, founded in 1847 by freed slaves from the United States.

Wearing a cream and gold dress, Ms. J ohnson—Sirleaf 67, was sworn in at a colourful open -air
ceremony to loud cheers from hundreds of foreign dignitaries and Liberians, 1nclud1ng women

: show1ng off dresses emblazoned with their new pres1dent's portra1t

"Let us begm anew , moving forward into a future that is ﬁlled with hope and promlse "Ms.

- Johnson=Sirleaf said in her first address as leader of a nation: that lacks basic services l1ke Water
- and electricity after a devastating 14- -year civil war. g

ceremony with her six children.

The new Liberian President vowed to fight rampant corrupt1on wh1ch experts say has fuelled
decades of instability, and to uphold a foreign donor-backed Govemance and Econom1c n
Management Program (GEMAP) that will oversee state spendmg ' ' '

B "We will accept and enforce the terms of GEMAP. We w1ll ensure competence and 1ntegr1ty in

the management of our resources," said the Harvard-trained economist . She pledged to "Wage

war aga1nst corruptlon regardless of where 1t exists or by whom 1t 1s pract1sed oo

A U.S. official travell1ng with Mrs Bush said Ms. J ohnson S1rleafs 1naugurat10n on the day
Americans remember slain civil rights campaigner ] Martm Luther ng, was an example of 7

- 'women s empowerment across Afr1ca

. But the official acknowledged she "will have to show results rather quic_kly."

Weary of their country's recent history of conﬂ1ct chaos and destruct1on Liberians have hi gh
expectat1ons both for the new pres1dent they call "Mama Ellen" and for the SUpETpOWer across

the Atlant1c they look upon as a kind of Godfather

"The United Stateshas a long and special relatronshlp w1th L1ber1a wh1ch we w1ll cont1nue

_ ‘added the U.S: official.



- Washington spent more than US$840—_rnillion last 'year on Liberia as it emerged from a brutal
- civil war, which ended in 2003 after killing 250,000 people and leaving the country's . - |
“infrastructure in ruins. U.S. officials say helping the country is a priority of the Bush
adm1n1strat1on -, : :

U S secret service agents mingled with UN peacekeepers in the ramshackle capltal and two U. S -
‘ Warsh1ps USS Mount Whrtney and USS Carr, were in pos1tlon offshore '

Across the c1ty, rubbish had been cleared bullet scarred Walls pa1nted over and trees planted ina
face lift operatron :

"' Ms. Johnson-Sirleaf beat soccer millionaire George Weah in last ye‘ar s presid;ential election Witb L

a promise to beat graft and build a. better future, but analysts say her vows may founder unless
donors make good on pledges of aid. :
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' Pres1dent Ford in hosp1tal w1th pneumoma ,

L Rancho Mzrage | Former President Ford was undergomg treatment for pneumoma Monday at the -

- same facility where he was briefly hosp1tallzed amonth ago his chief of staff said. He was sa1d S

~:.to be doing well

Bt

Ford 92, was admitted Saturday to Elsenhower Medlcal Center near hls home in Rancho erage
' m Southern Callforma Penny Clrcle sald B

£ "Based on his age it is prudent for hls initial course of treatment IV antlblotlcs to be done at o
N the hosp1tal " C1rcle told The Associated Press :

- - Ford was expected to be released from the hospltal Wednesday or Thursday, she sa1d "
~ NEW YORK
' Gas tanker flips, catches ﬁre in city
: New York | A tanker truck’ carrymg thousands of gallons of gasolme overturned and caught fire
" “on a major city highway Moriday, blockmg traffic and 1nterrupt1ng serv1ce ona subway lme A
~tower of dense smoke could be seen: for mlles ' ~ - : :
; The drlver was able to escape and no one else was hurt when the MObll truck overturned around 3
“midday on the six-lane Brooklyn—Queens Expressway, sa1d J im Tuller a pollce chlef for the

i,borough of Queens. -

- "The dr1ver appeared to lose control and the truck ﬂlpped over, he sald No other vehlcle was '
1nvolved and the acc1dent's cause was not 1mmed1ately known, Tuller sa1d L

: DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
' Gore denounces Whlte House wiretapping - -
’ Washzngton | Former Vice President Al Gore used the Martm Luther King Jr. natlonal hollday
Monday to rebitke President Bush for authorizing warrantless eavesdropping w1th1n the US.;

: chargmg the pres1dent with "breakmg the law repeatedly and 1n51stently

- Gore sa1d numerous actlons by Bush amounted to a pres1dent1al power grab and.in concert w1thv -

e



;‘a go-along Republican-controlled Congress had led thenation.to a dangerous point.

:""A presrdent who breaks the law is a threat to the very structure of our government Gore s‘aid.

| EFLORIDA | - FE
‘Judge orders rnental exam for teen suspect '

- Fort Lauderdale | A Judge Monday ordered a psycholog1cal examination for one of two teens
arrested in the fatal beating of a homeless man and a second beating that was v1deotaped bya =7
‘surve1llance camera.

Famlly members and their attorneys negotiated the Sunday surrender of Br1an Hooks, 18 and

Thomas S. Daugherty, 17, who had fled the state. They face murder charges in the death of -
Norns Gaynor, 45, and aggravated battery charges in the videotaped beating of Jacques Plerre
58, pol1ce Capt Michael Gregory said Sunday. : ,

.
“AROUND THE WORLD

PAKISTAN .

'Leaders demand apology for deadly'airstrike

. Peshawar | Pakrstan s.ruling party on Monday demanded-an apology for an alleged CIA a1rstr1ke -
+ . that killed at least 17 people, but the country's pr1me minister sa1d his tr1p to the U. S th1s week
‘would go ahead as planned . : :

Prime M1n1ster Shaukat Aziz’ and his ruling Pakistan Muslim League -Qon Monday condemned
the alleged U.S. airstrike on a v1llage near the Afghan border, which 1ntellrgence ofﬁc1als have
I’sald targeted al- Qalda s No. 2 leader, Ayman al- Zawahr1 '

i Azrz said he was still scheduled to leave Tuesday for the United States, where he said he would
talk about security issues but also meet business leaders to encourage foreign investment. - .-

VATICAN CITY

Pope mournsrise in anti-semitism .

, Pope Benedict XVI, meeting with Rome's chief rabbl Monday, expressed p‘a1n and worry oyer _
outbreaks of anti- Semitism in the world and called on J ews and Chr1st1ans to wage a un1ted battle ‘

: agalnst hate v v 3 ' ' L i

:Waves of v1olence and vandalism target1ng J ews have hit Europe in the past few years.. Last
week worshippers.in a Moscow synago gue were attacked by a man w1th a knife.

i»Benedict did not mention specific occurrenices of anti-‘Semitism in his speech to greet Rabbi -

70



. Riccardo Di Se:gni in an audience at the Vatican. ~ IR
: The rabb1 led a delegation from Rome sJ ew1sh community, one of the oldest in the world

~ JAPAN

American plane crashes into sea, pilot e]ects

T okyo [ An American F-15 "Eagle" fighter Jet crashed into the sea near Okinawa Island early th1s

“* morning. The pilot ejected and was rescued with only minor injuries, Amerlcan m111tary ofﬁc1als :
- said. : - , '

' The plane went down around off the coast of Ikeijima, part of the Okinawa island chain, during a
- routine training mission, according to a statement issued by U.S. Air Force ofﬁ01als on Kadena
'A1r Base The crash occurred about 55 miles northeast of the base.

, The statement said the cause of the crash was under 1nvest1 gat1on The pilot $ name was not

released

LIBERIA~

" Sirleaf sworn in as first African female leader

‘Monrovia | Africa's first elected female head of state, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, was sworn in
‘Monday as Liberia's pres1dent promising a "fundamental break" with the West African nat1on s”

'V1olent past and pledging to rebuild.

! With U.S. Navy warships offshore for the first time since the civil war's end two years ago, and

first lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on hand i in a show of support

- the moment was met with thunderous applause from thousands of guests,

~ From wire reports _
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- '-TheMirror o
~ January 17, 2006 E
. HEADLINE: ELLEN'S THE FIRST LADY -

| "BYLINE Alhson Martin

LIBERIAN pre51dent Ellen Johnson Slrleaf looks solemn as she 1nspects hnes of pohce after g b

SRR bemg swormn in yesterday as Africa's first elected female head of state.

" Johnson Slrleaf 67 vowed a "ﬁmdamental break" W1th the Afrlcan nat10n S War-torn past 1n her

o maugural speech

- Amerrcan s First Lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rlce Were among guests
o at the ceremony in Monrovia. ' Lo . .



2 The Miami Herald

B ~January 17,2006

HEADLINE: President vows to rebu1ld : : L

"~ Ellen Johnson Sirleaf became Africa's first elected female head of state after be1ng sworn 1n as

: pres1dent of Liberia. : : o S
-”BYLINE Hans N1chols Assoc1ated Press

’ «Afrlca s first elected female head. of state Ellen Johnson Sirleaf was sworn in Monday aswars
" battered Liberia's new president, promising a "fundamental break" w1th the West Afrlcan nat1on s"_ ,
- _v1olent past and pledgrng to rebu1ld e s

With U:S. Navy ‘warships offshore for the first time since the crvrl war's end two years ago and
- first lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on hand i ina show of support
- the moment ‘was met w1th thunderous applause from thousands of guests ’ ) e

- "We know that your vote was a vote for change, a vote for peace, secunty and we have heard
- ~you loudly," the 67-year-old Sirleaf said in her inaugural speech. ~"We recogmze th1s change is -
. not a change for change s sake, but a fundamental break with the past Mo -

U N Secretary General Kofi Annan sent congratulatrons say1ng Sirleaf had a’ h1stonc mandate
o to lead the nation toward a future of lastmg peace and stab1hty " R ,'\ -_ L '

,Founded by freed American slaves in 1847 Liberia was prosperous and peaceful for more than a o

_Century, bolstered by abundant timber and diamond wealth. But back—to-back civil wars from - - -
1989 to 2003 brought the country to its knees krllmg 200 OOO people and drsplac1ng half the‘ T
i ‘_nat1on s populat1on of 3 m1ll1on

- It is now one of the world's poorest countr1es ranked 206th in terms of per cap1ta 1ncome out of i
208 countnes on the 2004 World Bank l1st : o

B ) Today, not even the cap1tal has runmng water or electr1c1ty The nch rely on generators the R E

| ~ poor, on candles. Unemployment is 80 percent. "We have all suffered The md1v1dual sense of
: depr1vat10n is immense," Sirleaf said. L S

. "‘ She acknowledged the task of reburldmg would be coupled w1th h1gh expectat1ons but called for i
;patrence - o

"The task of reconstructing our devastating economy is awesome " she said. ° There will be no
i qu1ck fix, yet we have the potent1al to promote a healthy economy in whrch L1ber1ans and

' ~11ntemat10nal investors can prosper

Ensurmg L1ber1a remains peaceful though, will be Srrleaf‘s most press1ng -~ and perhaps most o
: fdrfﬁcult -- task. :

?f-_George Weah the soccer star who lost the November' runoff was backed by most of the
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: country s top warlords and factlon leaders He grudg1ngly accepted defeat and attended the
: ;1nauguratlon ) :

o ‘Several lawmakers in the new leg1slature including, the House speaker are under a U N travel
 ban'and assets freeze for const1tut1ng 'a threat to peace.” One: newly appomted senator ordered-

his troops to hack off the earsof a captured president in 1990. Others are allies of one-time, -
warlord and pres1dent Charles Taylor who was forced from power in 2003 as rebels shelled the e

: cap ital.

: Another cruc1al task assuring the future of lOO 000 ex- combatants who la1d down arms last year.
: Many of them are unemployed : '

’ ,"For now;, Slrleaf‘s government is backed by 15 OOO U N. troops A s1m1lar UN force pulled out . o }
U of ne1ghbor1ng Slerra Leone in the final days of 2005 completlng a successful ﬁve year mission” - .

that restored the peace

: 'Taylor is wanted by aUN. backed war crimes court in S1erra Leone for h1s role n fuehng that
) _ -country s civil war, but N1ger1a has refused to hand h1m over '

- In an 1nterv1ew w1th NBC's T: oday show broadcast Monday, S1rleaf suggested she would 11ke to
o see Taylor put on tr1al

"Mr Taylor has always said he wanted his day in court to defend h1mself We should grant h1m } Ve

that pr1v1lege she said.

Rice sa1d she was conﬁdent Taylor would be handed over to the Sierra Leone court eventually. )
* He "is through raping and pillaging this country, and the L1ber1an people are try1ng to look :

S forward " R1ce told’ reporters

- In her address Slrleaf promlsed to stamp out corruptlon == a key step to w1n over skept1cal

i fore1gn donors

- d She also called on L1ber1ans abroad and reﬁlgees n West Afrlca to return and rebulld The

United Natlons says nearly 400, OOO L1ber1ans are dlsplaced both 1ns1de the country and the' S

_reglon

.' Born in L1ber1a in 1938 Slrleaf worked her way through college i in the United States by mopplng

ﬂoors and waiting tables. She. graduated with a master's degree in public administration from -

. “,Harvard in.1971 and took top jobs in'Liberia, 1nclud1ng ﬁnance m1n1ster and senlor pos1t10ns at
 Citibank, the World Bank and the Unlted Nations. SR Saeet

Twice 1mprrsoned in Liberia in the 1980s for poht1calreaSons she returned during a break in -
- fighting in 1997 to run for pres1dent ‘She lost to Taylor but tr1ed agaln last fall emerg1ng
_v1ctorrous , i : AR
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THE AUSTRALIAN
January 18, 2006
HEADLINE Thanks, Laura but no thanks

MONROVIA Not even a vote of confidence from Laura Bush can change US Secretary of °
State Condoleezza Rice's mind about running for pre51dent in 2008.

Before leaving for an African tr1p with Dr Rice, the First Lady predlcted the US soon Would have
~ a female president -- a Repubhcan and maybe even Dr Rice. :

g "] think it will happen for sure, she said _about a woman in the Oval Office. |

In the year since becoming Secretary of State, Dr Rice has repeatedly dismissed the notion of
- running for the Republicannornination to succeed her current boss, President George W. Bush. -

" Asked about the First Lady's comments ahead of their attendance at the inauguration of Liberia's
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, Dr Rice laughed and good naturedly answered the recurring
“question about her prospects for president in 2008. No, she said, for the umpteenth time.

"Obviously it's flattering when people say things like that. The First Lady is not only a terrific
person, she's my friend. And I was honoured that she said that, of course. She's a wonderful -~ -
person,” Dr Rice said. "But I've spoken to this. I know what I'm good at, I know what I Want to -
do and that's not it."

How about vice-president?

. "Thetwo are the same, she said with a grin and a shake of her head.

‘ Although political pund1ts have been 11ck1ng their chops ata p0551b1e match- -up of her and
- Democratic senator Hillary Clinton in the 2008 pres1dent1a1 election, Dr R1ce has sald she has

- other vocations in mind.

_The former provost of Stanford University has said she would like to return to academla or,asan
‘ ardent Amerlcan football fan, possibly become commissioner of the National Football League "

For her part, Mrs Bush was left wondering whether she had tr1ggered a p011t1ca1 stampede for Dr
Rice by her comments. o ,

"I'm probably going to have to take over her correspondence department When she gets all the
letters," Mrs Bush said.
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WSJ .
- . January 18, 2006 ,
I :HEADLINE Redemptlon Song

First Lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleesz Rice were in Monroviaon Monday to ‘

- see Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf sworn in as Liberia's freely elected president and Africa's first female

‘head of state. Ms. J ohnson-Sirleaf, 67, a Harvard graduate and onetime Citibank official who r
spent much of her life in the US. , promises Liberians "a fundamental break with the past." After »
~ a quarter-century of coups, dictatorships and ClVll war, they certainly deserve it. ‘

| : 'Not that such promlses haven't been made before When the notoriously brutal warlord Charles T
~ Taylor blackmailed his way to the presidency in 1997, he actually admitted his role in destroying -
~ the country but insisted, "I need to be given the chance to fix it."

. The Clinton Administration agreed. "You know, redemp‘tion is an important‘element i

diplomacy, an important theological element in diplomacy," said then State Department _
spokesman (and now Undersecretary of State) Nicholas Burns in response to a questlon about
Mr. Taylor' "somewhat checkered past.". o

- We have our doubts about Mr Burns's theology But h1s views certalnly typlﬁed an
- Administration that also bestowed ' redemptlon" on the likes of Yasser Arafat and IRA front man
Gerry Adams. In his six years in power in Liberia, Mr. Taylor reportedly embezzled $100:

. million, gave sanctuary to members of al Qaeda and backed Foday Sankoh's limb- chopp1ng

guerrllla movement in neighboring Sierra Leone. Only after two rebel armies laid siege to
Monrov1a in 2003 was Mr. Taylor finally d1slodged from power.

-The Bush Administration has since pumped some $750 million 1nto Liberia. Whether such.asum: .
will bring the broken country to its feet remains to be seen, and much will depend on the probity
and prudence of the new president. As with so many other African leaders, Ms. Johnson-Sirleaf

- has come to power singing the redemption song. We hope she understands it's a song of freedom.

¢
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"The Washington Post

: January 18, 2006 -
- HEADLINE: Germany s Merkel Wins Over a H1gh Powered Crowd -
BYLINE Nora Boustany

For her Wash1ngton debut as German chancellor, Angela Merkel was dazzhng last week
. Dressed in comfortable black pants and a crimson velvet evening jacket and necklace, she
» exuded energy, self-conﬁdence and the authority of a stateswoman '

At a dinner in her honor at the residence of German Ambas'sador Wolfgang Ischinger on Foxhall
Road on Thursday evening, the former physicist from East Germany attracted quite a crowd. .

‘ Alan Greenspan head of the Federal Reserve, sat to Merkel s right at d1nner and former

_ secretary of state Colin L. Powell sat to her left. A legion of current and former officials’ chatted
with her during the evening, including Powell's predecessor, Madeleine K. Albright; former
national security adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski; R. Nicholas Burns, the undersecretary of state for
political affairs; Judith Ansley, the National Security Council's senior d1rector of European
affalrs and Robert Kimmitt, deputy secretary of the’ Treasury :

Among those greeting Merkel were J.D. Crouch deputy natronal secur1ty adv1ser and former

o _defense secretary William S. Cohen.

Early in the evening, Ischinger introduced Merkel by quoting from a speech. she g‘ave in Berlin
‘last November. "The greatest surprise of my life is freedom," he quoted her as saying. "When .~
~ you have experrenced one such pleasant surprise, you believe many th1ngs are poss1ble I 1ntend‘ ’
to remaln firm in that. Let us dare more freedom." - :

- Later, ‘Merkel addressed the 190 guests in German speakrng through an 1nterpreter and ﬁelded‘ o

. questions from the high-powered crowd about Russia, Iran, the Balkans, contentious matters of -
~ trade, and the touchy issue of how open socretres can preserve domestlc freedoms wh11e o

o ,confrontlng terrorlsm

: "Cntlclsm is not complete rejection," she said of European disapproval of certain U. S.antic -
* terrorism practices. "It is a learning process, and we have to be open," she said, urging-all allies o
across the Atlantic to frankly discuss the best ways to ﬁght terrorlsm and to adopt certarn o

. common standards in that struggle.

| ‘Merkel came alive with warm applause from the packed room. Many audience members, who - -
had followed U.S.-German relations with angst over the past two years emerged beam1ng

The next day, she held talks at the Whrte House for three hours, ﬁrst meetlng alone w1th _
President Bush, then lunching with him and first lady Laura Bush and several senior aldes and _

later holding broader talks with the entire German and American delegatlons Merkel spoke in
‘ f Engllsh departing from earlier arrangements to speak throu gh an’ 1nterpreter once the 1n1t1al one-
on-one meeting with the president was over.
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According to Ischinger, who attended the Friday lunch, the conversation between Merkel and
Bush focused on Iran, the outlook for Israel following the stroke of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon,
Palestinian elections, Eastern Europe and Russia. But the ambassador said the two leaders '
touched on a range of other issues, such as the central role of the North Atlantlc Treaty '
~Organization, the need to keep up pressure on Syria, and even L1ber1a

.“Merkel 1nv1ted Bush to come visit her in the German country'srde, far from urban crowds in her -
home state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, on his way to or from the G-8 summit in St.
Petersburg this summer. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, national security adviser Stephen
J. Hadley and several members of Merkel's delegation attended the lunch.

The chancellor promised Bush she Would call to brref h1m after meeting with Russran Pres1dent
-~ Vladimir. Putln in Moscow on Monday s g ‘

~ "A pledge to keep one another informed on a personal level was a promising sign," noted . =~
Ischinger, who has seen informal communication dry up between Washington and Betlin in

© recent years. Energy issues, Russia's relationship with Ukraine and Iran, and efforts to draw

Moscow closer to the West were all b1g issues, Ischlnger said in an interview Monday

In Merkel's ﬁrst encounter W1th Rlce in Berlin in December they broke the 1ce by chatt1ng in
Russian. g

‘ Merkel_ introduced President Bush to Germany‘s future ambassador to. Washington, Klaus
Scharioth, who is now state secretary of the foreign service. The gesture quashed leaks in the -

- German press that Scharioth was too close to former foreign minister Joschka Fischer to get the
job. Scharioth, 59, takes over in March from Ischinger, who will become Germany's top - -
diplomat, at the Court of St. James in London. after nearly five years in -Washington. S

: The Kuwa1t1 Embassy opened its doors Sunday to Kuwa1t1s who came to moum the death of

~ rulet Sheik Jabir Ahmed Sabah. Tearful women paid their respects at the Kuwaiti residence

~ Sunday and Monday, while men converged on the Kuwait Cultural Office on International.
. Drive. Ambassador Salem Sabah left for Kuwait for the official burial, but a book of
condolences can be signed at the Tilden Street chancery Wednesday and Thursday-
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- Agence France Presse -- Enghsh
- January 18, 2006 , ’ '
- HEADLINE: After Liberia and Chile, could US elect a woman pres1dent‘?

' Americans are getting used to the idea of being led by a female president, w1th political -
- observers dreaming of a showdown between Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and Senator -
Hrllary Clinton in the 2008 election. - ' ’

If polls, a television show about a female pres1dent and a prediction by First Lady Laura Bush
-are any indication, Americans appear willing to follow Liberia and Chile in electing the1r first
‘woman president. ‘ :

Before attending the ipresidential Inauguration of Liberia's Ellen J ohnson Sirleaf, Africa's first
_elected female president, Laura Bush predicted last week that a woman would lead the Un1ted
States someday soon. . - . ‘

"I think it wrll happen for sure," she said adding that it w1ll occur probably in the next few
‘ -terms of the presidency in the Unlted States." -

o Reality may imitate art in 2008. "Commander in Chief " which stars Geena Davis as the first
female president, became a hit television series aﬁer appearing last year! Davis won a Golden
Globe for her role on Monday :

- Arecent Gallup poll for USA Today and CNN showed that 70 percent of Americans sa1d they
* would probably vote for a woman in 2008. ‘ .

But before Clinton and Rice can battle for the ultimate power seat in the Oval Office, they would
‘have to become the first women to win the nomination of the top two American political parties

Repubhcans and Democrats have yet to pick a woman asa White House nominee, although

- Geraldine Ferraro was the Democratic vice presidential candidate during Walter Mondale's failed
~ presidential bid in 1984. And Elizabeth Dole tried but failed to win the Republican nom1nation '

- for pres1dent in 2000 ,

 Laura Bush has already made her view on the subj ect known. She told CNN last week that Rice
~would be a great Republican candidate to succeed her husband President George Ww. Bush who '
. Wraps up the ﬁrst year-of his second term on Friday :

"T'd love to see her run. She's terrific," she said of Rice.

- Rice, hoWever has said she-does not want to run fo"r president

‘Clinton who has led potential Democratic candrdates in opinion polls has yet to declare her
: 1ntent10ns - '
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‘Although neither has said she will run for pres1dent pol1tlcal observers are already p1n1ng for a-
battle between the two powerful women.

. D1ck Morrrs a former adviser to Clinton's husband pres1dent Bill Cl1nton co—wrote a book titled ,
"Condi vs. Hrllary The Next Great Pres1dent1al Race.”

_The book i 1mag1nes a p011t1cal duel between "two hi ghly accompllshed women, partrsans of
opposrte parties, med1a superstars and qu1ntessent1ally 21st-century female leaders.".

To Morr1s only R1ce has the potential to reach across the pohtlcal spectrum to stop Chnton from
w1nn1ng the 2008 election. :

While Rice's boss saw his popular1ty rating plunge last year the ch1ef US d1plomat remalned a
. popular government figure. . : T A

After Johnson Sirleaf's 1naugurat10n and Chilean presrdent -elect Michelle Bachelet s elect1on
victory this week, it is becoming easier to 1mag1ne the United States belng led by a woman, -
analysts said. . :

"t 's perfectly poss1ble said Stephen Hess a George Washington University professor. ‘

_"We re talk1ng on'a week in which a woman pres1dent was 1naugurated in Afnca and a woman ‘:_ :
- was elected in Latin America, so this is not any longer so un1que Hess said.

, "Here polls show that gender doesn't really make that much difference anymore " he added.

Women have made gains in the US political landscape although the Unlted States remalns in the '- ,’ -
63rd spot worldw1de in terms of female leg1slat1ve representatlon :

There are 69 women in the 435 -member US House of Representat1ves and 14 female senators 1n B |
the 100-member Senate

' Cl1nton has an edge over Rice because she has'won an elect1on while the secretary of state has
never run for office, Hess said.. SR

V. "The odds are greater that it would be Hillary rather‘than Condi_," he said."'You would have to g0
very far to find a president of the United States who hadn't been elected to some previous office."
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 Pittsburgh Post- Gazette (Pennsylvania)
" January 18, 2006 Wednesday .
HEADLINE: CHIEFS WHO HAPPEN TO BE WOMEN LIBERIA ‘CHILE, GERMANY

- . 'FINLAND - ARE FEMALE LEADERS A GLOBAL TREND?

Liberia's Ellen J ohnson-Slrleaf was 1naugurated in Monrovra on Monday as Africa's first 'ele__cted ‘
-~ woman president. First lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice were there

- representrng the United States. The L1ber1an crowds sang, "Th1s is our time, oh mama, th1s 1s

. our time." : :

On Sunday Michelle Bachelet, an agnostic, a former pediatrician and a srngle mother was
- elected the first female president of Chile with 53.5 percent of the votes. She has pledged to ﬁll
half her Cabinet with women ministers. ‘ ,

Last week Angela Merkel Germany s ﬁrst woman chancellor was in Washlngton exchangrng
differing views with President Bush on torture at Guantanamo and the Iraq war. This week Ms.
 Merkel goes to Moscow to meet with Russia's iron-fist-in-velvet-glove president Vladimir V.
- Putin. She will undoubtedly tell Mr. Putin just exactly what she and the Germans think about his
.fiddling around with Western Europe's natural gas supply to squeeze the Ukrainians.

What does all this mean? Is there a common thread? Were the recent developments in Liberia

and Chile part of some rite-of-spring chick-fest? Or are they a normal result of the increasing

- participation of women in the political process across the world? We note once again the calm
voice of Palestine parliamentary candidate Hanan Ashrawi as elections approach there. Orisit:
simply a function of the un1que evolution of pohtlcs in each of these separate const1tuenc1es‘7

To the degree that one believes that people vote on the basis of gender, a woman candidate has
the possibility of gaining the votes of slightly more than half the population on that basis. On the
other hand, it is also possible that a woman candrdate mrght not get the votes of half the
populat1on on the basis of her gender. - : :

Into the p’ot"must go also the recent presrdential election in Finland. There; the iricumbent
candidate, Finland's first woman president, Tarja Halonen, 62, did not sweep the 50 percent-plus
“of the votes to win victory and a second term in the first round of voting Sunday. But she did "
finish first among the candidates, and some voters gave as a reason for vot1ng for her Ms.

' Halonen s maternal i Image. =

' Looklng further at the Finland s1tuat10n the presrdent's critics - say she is sometrmes stubborn and
qurck to anger. Men aren't, rlght? : :

- The other classic comment on women, sometimes put forward in the United States as a reason
not to put a female pinkie on the nuclear trigger, is that they are unpredictable. How is a woman
- more unpredictable than a man in his mid-60s who leaves his wife of 40 years because he has

N ]ust dlscovered that they are 1ncompat1b1e'7 o '

_ In look1ng at th1s subject in the current context,, each country's circumstances are different.
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‘ L1ber1a had had almost non-stop war since Master S gt. Samuel K. Doe overthrew Pres1dent

" William R. Tolbert Jr. in a coup in 1980 Liberia is even now plagued by young men with guns
T the legrslatrve contests that accompanied the first round of Ms. Johnson-Sirleaf's. vrctory late
last year, such gems from the past as warlord Prince Johnson -- who tortured then President Doe
‘to death in: 1990 starting by cutt1ng off h1s ears W1th a vrdeo camera runn1ng -- won a seat in the
parhament

' Ellen J ohnson-Srrleafs principal opponent was soccer star George Weah, 39. It is easy to see

o 'how Liberian voters might choose Ms. Johnson, 67, a former World Bank economics expert,

~over another young man with few if any qualrﬁcauons for the presrdency, for her maturity and
maternal i 1mage to start W1th o . :

Mrchelle Bachelet in Chile was elected in: part as the candrdate of the center-left coalition
_parties who have governed the country since it voted out the government of Gen. Augusto

i Pinochet in 1990. On the other hand, she stands for quite a lot on her own bat and is really quite

special. She is an agnostic in a country that'is 89 percent Catholic. She is single, with one - -
-daughter born out of wedlock. She was tortured and exiled by the Pinochet government. Her
father died in prison at their hands. She served as minister of health and minister of defense i 1n
preceding governments. She studied medicine in East Germany and had lived in the United
" States as a child. She is scheduled to be inaugurated as president of Chile on March 11,

So is there any message in the Liberian and Chilean experiences for Americans moving up on -

" presidential elections in 2008, with the two principal parties' candidate-selection campaigns
beginning to loom up this year? The obvious name that leaps to mind is that of Sen. Hillary

- Clinton. Her husband, former President Bill Clinton, bats down speculation that he might be a
candidate to succeed Kofi Annan as secretary-general of the United Nations, po1nt1ng out that the

~+ post has traditionally not been occupied by a citizen of a country that is a permanent member of

the U. N. Security Council. The second obvrous point, ralsed by discussion of the ﬁrst is h1s
wife's polltrcal situation. '

It is certainly no secret that Sen. Clinton wants to run for president on the Democratic ticket. The
~ fact that she, like Lrbena s President Johnson-Sirleaf and Chile's pres1dent elect Bacheletisa .
* woman will be one element in her prospects for the Democratic nomination, and, if acquired,
~prospects to be elected president. Her success in that regard will be something altogether
different and will be based on the American people's assessment of her qualifications to govern
- the country, not unlike Liberia' s and Chile's Judgments of Ms. J ohnson-S1rleaf and Ms Bachelet.

Ellen J ohnson Sirleaf offers every poss1b1l1ty of berng Just what Liberia needs at this point in its -

difficult recent history. Michelle Bachelet looks just right for Chile at this point in time,a
modern person as president of a modern country. Both are unique products of their countries'
recent experience. That they are women may help, but is not much more than that in my view:,
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- Associated Press » o . o

January 18, 2006 ' B o , L
. HEADLINE: Africa's first woman leader VOWS change '

E ""BYLINE Hans N1chols MONROVIA

_ELLEN J ohnson Sirleaf was sworn in yesterday as war-battered Liberia's new president.
She carved h'er name into histo‘ry as Affica's ﬁrst' elected female head of state.

Ms Sirleaf repeated the oath of ofﬁce read to her by L1ber1an Supreme Court Chlef Just1ce Henry
Reed Cooper in an inauguration ceremony attended by thousands of c1v1lrans and scores of _

, ,‘dlplomats d1gn1tar1es and other Afrrcan leaders.

= She promrsed a "fundamental break” with the west Afrlcan natlon s vrolent past and pledged to
: reburld : :

With U. S Navy Warships offshore for the first time'since the civil war's end' tyVo years ago, and o

" U.S. First Lady Laura Bush and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on hand in arare show of -
support, the moment was met with thunderous applause.

o "t is time for us, regardless ofour pollt1cal afﬁhatlons or persuasrons to come together to heal
~and reburld our nation," Ms Sirleaf, 67, said. : S :

Un1ted Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan offered congratulatlons saying Ms Sirleaf had a
- "historic mandate to lead the nation toward a future of lastmg peace and stablllty "

£ F ounded by freed American slaves in 1847, L1ber1a was prosperous and peaceful for more than a |
. century, bolstered by abundant timber and diamond wealth.

- Back-to-back civil wars from 1989 to 2003 brought the country to its knees klllmg 200, 000 -

'people and drsplacmg half the tiny nation's population of 3 million. :

Today, not even the capital has runmng water or electr1c1ty The rich rely on generators, the | poor :
. on candles. Unemployment is at 80 per cent. "We have all suffered The mdrvrdual sense of
' depnvatlon is immense," Ms Sirleaf sa1d She called for pat1ence 8

"The task of reConstructmg our devastated economy is awesome, for which there will be no -
- quick fix, yet we have the potentlal to promote a healthy economy in which L1ber1ans and
1ntematlonal investors can prosper," she said. - SN

* Soccer star George ‘Weah, who lost the November run-off, was backed by most of the country s
top Warlords and faction leaders. He grudgingly accepted defeat and attended the mauguratlon
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HERALD SUN

~* January 18, 2006

HEADLINE Women rule, no feminists :
: ”BYLINE Babette Francis ’ :

: THE. election of women as leaders in Chile, Liberia and Germany may cause feminists to |
* imagine an era where they will be standing toe to toe with their male enemies on the world stage.

The fantasy has even been fuelled by the promotion of Geena Dav1s to US President in the
telev1s1on series Commander in Chief.

| Davis is seen as a Hollywood prelude to Hillary»Clinton's run for the White House. -

~ But the feminist euphoria in thinking women can solve all the World's problems could be
~shortlived. We have had many female prime ministers and pres1dents in the past

. _There was Britain's "Iron Lady" Margaret Thatcher Israel's Golda Meir, India's Indira Gandh1
' Sri Lanka's Slrrmavo Bandaranaike and Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan

‘ None was noted for advancing the feminist cause. -

' Indeed Thatcher was loathed by the srsterhood most of Whom could barely acknowledge she .

o was female

"G_rocer's daughter" was the epithet hurled at her, with the emphasis on grocer. '
. Why are feminists such professional snobs?

( One Nation s Pauline Hanson was repeatedly described as runnmg a ﬁsh-and Chlp shop as 1f that :

- was her mam credential.

o Of the new titleholders, Chancellor Angela Merkel of 'Germany is conservative and intent on
- repairing Germany s relat10nsh1p With that bete noir of feminrsts Pre51dent George W. Bush.

' She worked at one time as a barmald in the former East Germany to put herself through
o univer51ty, rejecting both communism and feminism as dogma

Liberia's Pres1dent Ellen Johnson Sirleaf aims to eliminate the corruption plaguing her poverty- '
= strrcken country , - :

Her inauguration was attended by US First Lady Laura Bush and Secretary of. State
‘ Condoleezza R1ce : : A

This is not exactly a feminist scenario.

o The only president who fits the feminist mould appears to be Michelle Bachelet of Chi‘lev.i o
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Slngle mum, s001a11st marxist, and former pohtical pr1soner during the Pmochet re g1me she may :
indeed advance the feminist cause.

But w111 that make the women of Chile any happ1er‘7 Are women: anywhere n. the world happ1er o
rbecause of femimsm‘7 S

 Kate O' Be1rne aUS Natlonal Review columnist, has anew book Women Who Make the World ’
' Worse This is a serious exammatlon of 30-plus years of fem1n1st pohc1es

‘ O'Belrne recounts the hypocnsy of powerful femmlst leaders dunng the Clmton years == B111
 that is. ~ : :

- She compared them to battered spouses w1111ng to endure any hum111ation 50 long as they d1dn't
- lose their man.

"As long as Bill Clmton supported abortion rights, afﬁrmative action, and federal child care 1t
d1dn't matter that he was a sexual predator " she writes.

Fem1n1sm far from promoting the happmess and well-being of women and soc1ety, has mstead ‘
left great swathes of melancholy in its wake. g .

O'Belrne mentions one 1arge study of well being data on 100 000 Amerlcans and Bntons from '

- the early 1970s to the late 19905

_ It found that wh11e -US men had grown happier women were 20 per ‘,cent less happy.

" The so- -called "women's movement" was and 1s @ misnomer. Fem1n1sts honestly beheve they :
speak for all women: " think this way, I am a woman, I represent all women." o

Th1s 1s nonsense.
’In 1984 feminist Bella Abzug conﬁdently pred1cted the victory of the Walter Mondale- .
- Geraldine Ferraro ticket as "women . . . join across all racial, social, and regional lines in stark

. oppos1tion to President Reagan and h1s policies."

onmen voted for the Ronald Reagan ticket over Mondale Ferraro by 56 per cent per cent to 44
-.per cent : : :

' Fem1n1sts now. claim that they were never against marriage and fa.rmly Currently they are all for g
. same-sex marr1age and lesbian families. :

T BUT in 1971, Ms magazine founder Robin Morgan'Cal'led marriage "a slaveryéiike practice -we

h - cannot destroy inequities between men and women until we destroy marriage".

Germaine Greer recommended all women leave their husbands in search of more satisfying. =~
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‘ ' "ra’rnbling organic structures”. Seaweed perhaps‘?

Logic is not a femmlst strong point and Kate O' Belrne s book is a useful reahty check for those
anticipating a feminist commander in chief. : '
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Deseret Moming News (Salt Lake City) .
January 18, 2006 ‘ :
HEADLINE: A milestone in Liberia ‘

- BYLINE: Deseret Morning News editorial

Liberia always has had a special relationship with the United States. Settled by fonner U S.-
'slaves in the 19th century and established under a constitution similar to the one in th1s country,
it was a peaceful haven in Western Africa until on1y a few decades ago.

~ Now it is struggling to overcorie y‘ears'of civil strife that has left it devastated and impoverished. -

- And it has elected Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf as president. She is the first female head of state ever on
the African continent, and she represents the best chance for peace in Liberia and the region n
many years. : : L

It was encouraging to see both Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and first lady Laura Bush g
attend Sirleaf's inauguration this week. But that shouldn't be the end of U. S. involvement in

- Liberia. The successful rejuvenation of Liberian democracy 1S 1mportant to the reg1on and
Sirleaf faces many challenges. :

After 14 years of civil war, Liberia is so impoverished that even the nation's capital city; .
‘Monrovia, does not have electricity. The nation's unemployment rate, according to.the -
~Associated Press, is 80 percent. Meanwhile, people loyal to the former dictator Charles Taylor
still are around Some of them serve in the nation's legislature. :

' Sirleaf's election opponent was a former soccer star who was backed by warlords and _Other -
‘strong-men who prefer the violent methods that have terrorized the nation for years. -

| . _FOrtunately; she won the election by a landslide:But the 100,000 or so former soldiers' who .
B agreed last year to lay down arms may not be content to wander the streets ]obless for long

Cu ":For now, 15 000 U.N. soldiers remain in Liberia to keep the peace. No one can be sure what

~ “'would happen to the nation if those troops left, but it ought to be clear that only through peace -

and the rule of law can the nation regain its footing and begin to prosper once again. The United
~ States should do all it can to facilitate that prosperity, including forg1v1ng loans granted and
~_subsequently misspent under prev1ous regimes. v S

Liberia's unique re1ati0nship with the United States is underscored by Sirleaf's own past. She was
educated at Harvard, where she earned a master's degree in public administration in 1971. But to
do so, she had:to take odd jobs performing janitorial duties and waiting tables -- work that placed
her on a par with many impoverished black women both in 1971 and today. .

Her rise to power through an election is a huge step forward for Africa as a whole. If she
succeeds in pulling Liberia out of its darkest years she could spread a welcome age of peace and :
prosperity to other nations, as well : e



‘-TOWNSVILLE BULLETIN

. January 18, 2006. '
-HEADLINE Op -ed - (Real) g1rl power Women leaders take b1g shce of control

IT S a touch too ﬂ1ppant to descrlbe it as the dawn1ng of a new era of g1rl power - but that'
exactly what it is. ' :

~ With the swearing-in of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf as Liberian president and the weekend victory of
Michelle Bachelet in Chile, anew generation of women are claiming a hold on power as world
. leaders e

Elected ‘women have played 1mportant roles on the world stage for more than a quarter-century -
- 1nclud1ng such iron-fisted figures as Indian prime minister Indira Gandhi and Brrtam s '
' form1dable Margaret Thatcher ’ : '

- In Europe and Asia, the Americas and New Zealand, women- of the left and r1ght have held office
at the head of states and governments -- but many cut lone figures on a poht1cal scene - g
overwhelmrngly domlnated by men. -

; The s1multaneous arrival of Bachelet, 54, as Chlle s ﬁrst woman leader and Slrleaf 67 as
Africa’ s ﬁrst elected woman head of state, suggests that a new trend may be at work.

In Europe, the last few months saw Angela Merkel emerge as Germany s first woman chancellor,
- while Finland's Tarja Halonen looked set for re- elect1on as president following a strong first-
round performance at the weekend. - :

Women presidents already hold ofﬁce in Ireland and Latvia, while a woman, Segolene Royal
- has emerged as the clear frontrunner to be the: oppos1t10n Socrahst Party s cand1date in France s
.2007 presrdentral elections. , . R » S

In Asia, several strong women leaders have emerged in the past five yeats -- President Gloria
Arroyo of the Philippines, Begum Khaleda Zia, elected prime minister of Muslim-majority -
Bangladesh for a second time in 2001, and Prime Mrnrster Helen Clark, who has governed New
Zealand since 1999. :

Megawat1 Sukarnoputrr was president of Indonesia, the world's largest Mushm natron from
) '2001 to 2004 decades after her father Sukarno founded the. repubhc :

Even Afrrca where women were long excluded from pohtrcal l1fe currently has two female :
- -prime ministers: Maria do Carmo Silveira of Sao Tome et Prrncrpe and Luisa Drogo of " '
Mozamb1que 3 ‘ :

In the United States, the prospect of a woman succeeding US President George W Bush is no
longer taboo, with both the Democrat Hillary Clinton and Secretary of State Condoleezza R10e
- seen as strong poss1ble contenders :



First Lady Laura Bush - who led a high- level delegati'on to Liberia for Sirleaf's inauguration on
Monday -- has said that she expects to see a woman pres1dent of the Unlted States W1th1n the

. next decade.

| "1 th1nk it-will happen for sure, " Laura Bush told CNN television, immediately mentioning Rice
When asked to suggest names. o R - : S

" Rice - whose elect1on as a black woman Would be a double first for the country -- has been
“repeatedly named in Republican c1rcles asa poss1ble cand1date although she 1ns1sts she has no . -
N Wh1te House amb1t1ons ' , ’

. Laura Bush, Who was to continue to Ghana and Nigerla on atour focused‘on the work of -
African women, hailed Sirleaf, a Harvard- educated former World Bank official; asa beacon of -

N hope for her sex.

o "The centrepiece really, of this trip is women's empowerment, with Ellen Johnson Sirl'eaf asa-

sh1n1ng example for all of us, for women around the World not just Women on her cont1nent "

: Bush told reporters on her Way to Liberia. -

- Worldwide, the number of womien in politics is steadily r1s1ng, although they remain severely -

underrepresented, according to Karine Jabre, a SW1ss researcher who has stud1ed the place of -

- women in parl1aments since 1945

"In 1995, women made up ll 8 per cent of all lower houses of parhament r1s1ng to 13. 4 per cent o

~in 2000 and 16.2 per cent in 2005," she said.
) Desp1te notable exceptions, such as the tough-m1nded Thatcher, Jabre's study also suggested that
‘women in positions of power tended to put a greater pr1or1ty on social i 1ssues than the1r male

B counterparts

- Sirleaf has argued that women have a central role to play in restor1ng hope to one of the World'

most failed states, ruined by 14 years of civil war. "The women of Liberia and the women of

~ Africa, we must succeed and we will," she told the Women Who came to her 1nauguratlon :
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Wlnston Salem J ournal (W1nston Salem NC)
. January 18, 2006
_ HEADLINE WELL WORTH THE TRIP

Sec1 etary of State Condoleezza Rice and Laura Bush, the first lady, sent a strong and needed ,
message of U.S. support for Liberia as they attended the inauguration of EllenJ ohnson Slrleaf as
the Liberian pre51dent Monday :

After all, the country was founded by freed slaves from Amer1ca and many L1ber1ans who ﬂed
its bloodshed of recent years now live in the Triad and elsewhere in this country

'L1ber1ans and the1r supporters worldwide, are hopmg that S1rleaf’s leadershlp w1ll brmg lasting B

peace. And Rice and Bush, like other women the world over, must have felt a bit of well-justified - -

pr1de in the fact that S1rleaf is the first elected female head of state in Afuca

'GRAPHIC AP PHOTO
(R1ce and Laura Bush)
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