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INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARATION..OF FORM 114 B

‘L. Forms 114-B are to be prepared by Registration Branch in quadruplicate,
three copies to be forwarded to Area Supervisor who will accomplish paragraph 2 and
return all three copies to Headquarters, American Graves Registration Service.

2. Paragraphs 1 and 3 will be accomplished by Registration Branch, Head-
Tﬁﬁmﬁa&gaﬁﬁmgrican Graves Registration Service, Q.M.C., in Europe.

5. Paragraph 2 will be accomplished by Aera Supervisor from data on file
in his office.

4. If data is entered on Form 114-B from Form 1, Form 16, Form 1-A or Form
16-A, statment to this effect ill be made on Form 114-B STATING WHICH G.R.S.
form data is taken from. If dta concerning co-ordinates is approximate and NOT
accurate, statement to this effect will be made on these forms.
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Bth bivia!.on

Qoffman, Ralph L, - Bgt., 794687

on Vovenber a, 1012, about 6100 A,M,, after we had crossed tho )ieuse,
Ming Sgt, Mlmmin mdlnwhmt‘m, I went
“examined immdlwhohﬂhmhitbyQMMagmmlﬂ in
< dying imedistely,
Informantt Mn, wuv‘ - 8gts, 7oL
Homes Yis £, 104tn’ s{,., Cleveland, Ohio,
Signed:  Geo, W, Griner, Capt, 15th M,G,Bn,
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Datebth., Jung, 1919

REPORT OF DISINTERMIN™® AND REBURTAL:

Remains of:

Nome COFHMAN, Ralph L, i Hurber: 794687
Ronk Sgta orgenization: Unkn .
Disintermeont and Reburial imede by Group: ' Unit:
Disintcrred (Date) : From: (Give COl‘:‘l"'Jl‘CtO locotion)
11th., Jume, 1919 . . GHAVE IuO.zMT.J o LINY DEVANT DUN, LEUSE

Map.. 35 Na Fo e 515 7. NG 2R5 a8l

Rebwii cd -~ {Dato) ‘ in:  (Cive complete location) | s~ _
{ iil'“':-‘ ﬂii“" .

11th., June, 1919 Grave #191 Sec. 451 Plot #4

ARCONIE AMERICAN CRUETERY, #1232

-ROMACNZ, MBUSE //

Report as to nature of original burisl ond condition of body upon dis intormcnt:

Burial good, Buried in umiform, Badly .déecomp.sed

It

- i 3 Q
—— T — .
v

lns onc identificetion tag found wupon the body?  Yes
-l"m':

¥

“hat other means of 1d0nt1f10~t10n were found ugon the body? NWone

.\
=
)

llotes

: If upon disintement, effects are found upon the bodics, thoy will be prorptly
sont to the Effects Depot direct, as is required by G. 0. 170, ¢, H. 9., 1918
~nfter being carefully examined for clues to identity in doubtful cases, notetion
vhercof will be rmade end rveported to Chief, Graves Registration Services

L - .y e TrEYE A T
&4 | s | | - 1'%} o R
AL LE SRy

Suporviged by Lte5tirn,

~nd Lieds, .M. C.U. S A

Cu0.Group Unit
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QM 293 A=M ‘ October 28, 1931
Coffmsn, Ralph L. (uﬁ

¥r. J. M. Coffman,
Chariton,
Iowa.

Dear Sirs )

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of QOctober 1l4th
relative to insurance and compensation to which you believe your=-
self entitled in connection with the death of your son, the late

Sergeant Ralph L. Coffman.

Your letter has been referred to the Director, Veterans
Administration, Washington, D. C., for attention and reply, as
this is a matter coming within the jurisdiction of that department.

For The Quartermaster General.

Very truly yours,

R. E. SHANNON,

Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Assistant.
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

IN REPLY REFER TO % 293 A-M

September 29, 1931,
Coffmen, Ralph L. (M-A) M

Mrs, Marthe Cofifman,
Box 142,
Englewood, Colo.

Dear Madam:

Reference is made to previous correspondence relative to the
pllgrimage to the cemeteries of Europe, authorized by the Act of Congress
of March 2, 1929, as amended May 15, 1930. To date information has not
been received as to whether or not you desire to make a pilgrimage during
the summer months of 1932, in honor of the deceased veteran named above.

In order that the records may be complete, and arrangements
made accordingly, it is requested you complete the form below by writing
in the space provided, your answers to the questione listed, sign your
name, and return this letter in the enclosed envelope which requires no
postage.

1. Do you desire to make a pllgrimage

in 19329 /Jo—

2. Please state your age and condition Age:éQki4§ﬁ€}QAAJ,QfLﬂZ“““/fd
of health: Health: /05/% ) M
3. Do you speak Engligh? Q“"/f_y (Yo
(74

4. What other language do you speak? ﬂ?&/ﬁ’?l}&/

" Sign here

f é ' FPo%i
For The Quartermaster General, 5b {7§%24¢4*”T“""‘

¥

Véﬁfﬂi?ﬁi& 7curs,f?

[ iNag e
(A7 "/A. DI HUGHES,
Encl: Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Env. Asgistant.



WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

IN REPLY REFER TO QM-293—AM 03
Coffmnn, R&myt. (?_f..,,A- ) 3 June 16' 1931.

Mrs, Martha Coffman,

Box 142, ; -

Englewood, holoraﬁoﬁ'
P 4 | P

"
T

\

Dear Madam:

s f

Arrangements are now being made for conducting pilgrimages
during the year 1932 to the cemeteries in Europe under the provisions
of the Act of Congress of March 2, 1929, as amended.

To assure proper and satisfactory accommodations, reserva-
tions for steamship transportation required during the summer of 1932
must be made by this office not later than August 1lst of this year.
It is therefore desired that you answer the question below by writing
either of the 'words "Yes", "No", or "Undecided" in the blank space
following the question,

As soon as you have answered the question, please sign your
name and return this sheet in the enclosed addressed envelope which
requires no postage. Do not delay, as a prompt reply is essential.

This letter is being sent to all eligible mothers and widows
who did not make a pilgrimage at the expense of the Government during
1930 and are not making the journey in 1931.

For The Quartermaster General,
Very truly yours,
A, D. HUGHES,

Captain, Q. M, Corps,
Asgistant,

DO YOU DESIRE TO MAKE A PILGRIMAGE DURING THE YEAR 19329
Write answer here

Sign here



QM 293 A-id Oatober 28, 1930
Coffman, Relph L, 1282 ¥

s
A N
e
A Ry

Regeipt is acknowledged of the questiomnaire, forwarded you
for completion, relative to the pilgrimage suthorized by Congress in
the Act approved Nareh 2, 1929, es amended May 15, 19%50.

It is regretted thet you do not feel physically able at
this time to make a pilgrimage to the grave of yowr son, the late
Sergeent Relph L. Coffmen, whose remeins are interred in the Meuse-
Argonne Americen Cemetery in France.

Should ywr' health improve, however, and you desire to make
the jJowrney during the summer months of 1931, 1032 or 1933, it is ve-
quested thet you communicate with this office, in order that the neee
essary arrangements may be mede for you,

There is no provision of the law which would permit the
- Gevermment to make a money allowance to any mother or widow who is
unable or does not desire to meke the pilgrimage.

: For The Quartermaster Genersl.

Very truly yours,

A+ D. HUGHES,
Captain, Q. Ms Corps,

o {\\k



WAR DEPARTMENT Fay \{

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAt 2
b3 ¥
WASHINGTON Ty

INREPLY REFER To QL1 293 Awl! Octob 13 930
Coffman, Ralph L. Sgt 1232 i Like Be

’ e Lz
J s M

Mrs, Martha Coffman. /it4 JM%%’%”M& . Eé“

17 AL

Box 142 . L e
Englewood, ColoradQ_W

'

1
!

Dear lMadam: | : s '

. A roanis hoca mat hoan we g, NI DA 17 T [P (OS] NPT - .-
date relative to the pilgrimage to the cemeteries of Em{ope, author-
ized by the Act of Congress of March 2, 1929, as amended May 15, 1936.

The records of this office show that you are the mother
of the deceased veteran named above and in order that pians may be
completed for conducting the pilgrimages in 1931, it is requested you
answer the following questions by filling out the blanks left therefor
and return the letter to this office in the enclosed emvelope which
requires no postage.

alis Do _yeu desire to make this pilsrimage? M’

2. Do you desire to meke the pilgrimage &M’
in the calendar year 19317

3. TPlease give your age and state your koo 66. Hﬂ%‘»m”’j} g e
health. Condition of health#ecleq, {0 ¢

: ish? ek N Bor &0, 4,
- Do _you speak English sz/é el W%W

Se  What other langauge do you speak? ﬂfmﬂ

for The Quartermaster General:
Very trulyfsyourf? s/

{4 A

[ A N TV e
VARG e
/ A./D. HUGHES,

Enclsg o

Aet el gP T2V oy Assistant.
Amendment e s g
Bnvelope - S g‘

50/150 -



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL /
WASHINGTON V/

IN REPLY reren 1o QM 293 A-C October 7 N 1929,
Coffmen, Ralph L. 1232 I,

Mrs. Marthe Coffmen, ! % \
Box 142, % 7 - N
Englewood, Cold, =

S

Dear Madam: \

The Act of Congress which provides for pilgrimages to cemeteries in
Europe by mothers and widows of members of the military or naval forces of the
United States who died in the military or naval serviee at any time between
April 5, 1917 and July 1, 1921, and whose remains are now intérred in such ceme-
teries, all necéssary expenses of which pilgrimages are to be paid by the United
States Government, requires that the Secretary of War make an investigation and
subnit the resulis of such investigation in a report to Congress not later than
December 15, 1929. The purpose of the investigation is to determine the total
number of mothérs and widows entitled to make the pilgrimages, the number of
such mothers and widows who desire to make the pilgrimages, the number who desire
to make the pilgrimages during the calendar year 1930 and the probable cost of
the pilgrimages to be made.

In order that the report referred to may be made and plans completed
for conducting the pilgrimages, it is requested that you answer the following
guestions by filling out the blanks left therefeor and return the letter to this
office by return mail in the enclosed envelope which requires no postage.

1. Do you desire %0 make this pilgrimage if eligible? | E=r) (No)

2. Do you desire to make the pilgrimage'“" i
in the calendar year 1930? reg) (No)

3, Have you at any time made a previous visit
to the grave of the deceased member of the mili- o

tary or naval forcss in whom you are 1ntarested9 éigfi’ _ (No)

r// b

/T4 Ageg ) Health o, sy
4, Please give your age and state of~health Q@L,Q;Q,i ~ (Years) (Geod) (Poor)

N Ll oo E 4

‘English — (Yes) ST N

5. What language do you speak? Q%ﬂ ,ZALJL |/ other language ,ne7* |
ok ‘? PV 4 (Specify language spoken) ) gn
_ W’L/ Y G odlipon?®
M VI fvu/ g‘A
ral Qf(¢(0$ ALWL
For The Quartermaster Gene ﬁi%yv au//wgfw} ﬁu~07b&¢ti;
i Very truly yours,i%;- [},/1 Kafpe
//,/7/7"/?/% 7[/{,& 0 ’ [
7V /i / /"/ L/W / /(/ /tf/y./) ;/W}/I_ " ,‘.A \ ) \ O
1 4 (| JOHN T, HARRIS
Encl, )
Act jor, Q. M. Corps,
Agsistant,

Envelope



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

1N REPLY rersr o QM 293 A-C

Coffman, Ralph L. 1232 September 10, 1929

T

Mrs. Martha Al Cofman,
Box 142, \
Englewood, Col%p : £F

gy
Pt

\.
|

S

Dear Madam:

The records of this office do not indicate that a reply has been
received to our communication dated Aug.13,1929 making inquiry
concerning the name and address of the mother and widow of the deceased
service man above named. These addresses are desired with a view to
ascertaining the number of mothers and widows who desire to make a pil-
grimage to the cemeteries of Europe in which the remains of their sone
and husbands are interred,

Will you please fill in the anewers to the following questions
in the space provided on this letter, and return the letter to this office
in the enclosed envelope which requires no postage?

Write ansawers in space below

) A '
N T
1, Is the deceased survived by a widow who o&j_ﬁ'{?j.ﬂ,,,r;;aﬂ il D
has not since remarried® If so, give her : ; Ra
complete address: LML, HhB AR

2. If he is survived by a mother, stepmother, { ; i
mother thru adoption, or any other woman (H'/H‘r r rRY 6 L?’ ,'zi{, 5 ,[:n_,_b '{-
who stood in loco parentis to him, accord- .
ing to the terms of Section 4 of the en- /‘ MR i "
closed Act, give her name, address, and Ha e A /‘}' - {L.H_f
relationship in the space opposite. /‘,.,a?_ .
R e L R I | . :1‘? -i?J iy
3. If survived by:i‘ﬁld w or mother does ahe 'k ( R ,l 7T
deairp’?a ma.ke the\:pllgrima.ge‘? Yot A
Iff ; s e ¥ n,__\' i f.
! Foy ,The Qua.rt‘;ermayster General, a0 O ‘f)’f‘ A
j . v J \) ; ¥
» j l_j_ﬁ,’:q Ji& 1/“ /'{1 s ‘V’er.y truly yours, | T i
2 Incls. ' ; s {\} JOHN T. HARRIS,
Act of Congraaed( “’{ Wi Major, @. M. Corps,

Envelope S it f—' ~;s-i5,~-". PR o P Assiptant.



WAR DEFARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

iN REELY rREFER To QM 293 A-C

Coffuen, Ralph L. / . i
; N e  Bich

h' ‘ m’

Fnglewood, T

Dear Madam:

Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of Congress
approved March 2, 1929, entitled an Act "To enable the mothérs and widows of
the deceased soldiers, sailors and marines of the American forces now interred

in the cemeteries of Europe to make a pilgrimage to these cemeteries”.

The records of this office show that you are the mother of the late
Sgte Ralph Le Coffman, Cos B, 16th is Gs Bne, whose remains sre now interw
red in the deuse~/rgomme Aners Cty. Somagne-gousmiontfacon, lieuse, France,

Will you please fill in the answers to the following questions in
the space provided on this letter, and return to this office in thg enclosed

envelope which requires no postage?

Write answers in gpace Delow:

1. Is the deceased survived by a widow
who has not since remarried?

2. If so, give her complete address.

3, Will you make the pilgrimage?

For The Quartermaéter General ,

Very truly yours,

2 Incls. JOHN T. HARRIS,
Aet of Congress Major, Q. M. Corps,

Envelope Assistant.

Jrak



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GEMERAL
WASHINGTOMN

)J"::—"'._,_.f} " "( ;'7 N
N REECI;Yf rerer 7o QM 293 A:a-*—*ﬂ_"""“"*-m_n_. _____
fran, REIpO Le J N June &9, 1929.
Mys . AarT? -

N
Joh

Nrs. Je §. Coffpélly i /
Route #2 £ 7 o i
y lanbri 1 F R 4 i - 7 G2 2
New Canb a,_].;a“: P e \ X(? _ ;‘O% G 92 :
My g \ - o G
X /i f ..4
Dear Madam: &~

Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of
Congress approved March 2, 1929, entitled an Act "To enable the mothers
and widows of the deceased soldiers, sailors and marines of the American
forces now interred in the cemsteries of Europe to make a pilgrimage to
these cemeterles".

The records of this office show that you are the mother of the
late Sgte Ralph Le Coffman, Co.B, 15th MeGeBn., whose remains are now
interred in the Meuse-Argonne iuericen Uemetery, Romagne-sous-lont fancon,
lleuse, France.

Will yvou please advise this office whether or not he is survived
by & widow who is entitled under the provisions of the above quoted Act, to
make the pilgrimage, and if sc, will you please furnish her full name and
address in ordsr that action may be taken to extend an invitation to her to
make the pilgrimage. Both mothers and widows are entitled to make the pil-
grimagse.

In the event your son was survived by a widow who has since re-
married it is requested that a statement to that affect be made.

For your reply, you may use the enclosed envelope which requires

no postage.
For The Quartermaster General,
Very truly yours,
:.ﬁ
2 incls. 4 %y
Act of Congress. i
Envelope. JOHN T. HARRIS,

Major, Q. M. Corps,
Assistant.
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QM 293 A=M October 28, 1931
Coffmen, Ralph L. (MA}

Mr. J. M. Coffman,
Chariton,
Iowa.

Dear Sir:

Receipt is ecknowledged of your letter of October 14th
relative to insurance and compensation to which you believe your-
self entitled in conneection with the desth of your son, the late
Sergeant Ralph L. Coffman.

~+ Your letter has been referred to the Director, Veterans
AdminifRratign, Washington, D. C., for attention and reply, as

this 15. coming within the jurisdiction of that department.
= Fg The Quartermaster General.
0 i Very truly yours,
]
= =
s
g R. E. SHANNON,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Assistent.



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFPICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

IN REPLY REFER TO EE 293 A-M
Coffwan, Ralph L. (MeA) M

September 29, 1931. AL

Mrs. Martha Coffman,
Box 142,
Englewood, Colo.

Dear Madam:

Reference is made to previous correspondence relative to the
pilgrimage to the cemeteries of Europe, authorized by the Act of Congress
of March 2, 1929, as amended May 15, 1930, To date information has not
been received as to whether or not you desire to make a pilgrimage during
the summer months of 1932, in honor of the deceased veteran named above.

- In order that the records may be complete, and arrangements
made accoraingly, it is requested you complete the form below by writing
in the space provided, your answers to the questions listed, sign your
name, and réturn this letter in the enclosed envelope which requires no
postage.

il e s i Aol SLS B ey AT L B G

1. Do you desire to make a pilgrimege

in 19329
2. Please state your age and condition Age:
of health: Health:

3. Do you speak English?

4. What other language do you speak?

Sign here

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

A. D. HUGHES,
Enel: Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Env. Agsistant.



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

i repLY REFER To QM—293—AM June 16, 1931,

Mrs. Martha Coffman,
Box 142,
Englewood, Colorado.

Dear Madam:

Arrangements are now being made for conducting pilgrimages
during the year 1932 to the cemeteries in Europe under the provisions
of the Act of Congress of March 2, 1929, as amended.

G0 To assure proper and satisfactory accommodations, reserva-
~'tions for‘steamship transportation required during the summer of 1932
§~\must be made by, this office not later than August lst of this year.
It is themaforend681red that you answer the gquestion below by writing
either of the Efrds "Yes", "No", or "Undecided" in the blank space
follow1néLthe guestion.
=
%{ Ag_soon as you have answered the question, please sign your
name andwreturf this sheet in the enclosed addressed envelope which
requireéﬁno pegtage. Do not delay, as a prompt reply is essential.
&
This letter is being sent to all eligible mothers and widows
who did not make a pilgrimage at the expense of the Government during
1930 and are not making the journey in 1931.

For The Quartermaster General,
Very truly yours,
A. D, HUGHES,

Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Asgistant.

DO YOU DESIRE TO MAKE A PILGRIMAGE DURING THE YEAR 19329
Write answer here

Sign here
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QM 293 AN October 28, 1930
Coffman, Relph L. 1232 M

¥rs. Martha Coffmen,
Box 142,
Englewood, Colerade.

Dear Madams

Receipt is mcknowledged of the questiommaire, forwarded you
for completiom, relative to the pilgrimege authorised by Congress in
the Act approved March 2, 1029, as amended May 15, 1930.

It is regretted that you do not feel physically able at
this time to make a pilgrimage to the grave of your son, the late
Sergeant Ralph L. Coffman, whose remains are interred in the Meusee
Argonne American Cemetery in France.

Should your health improve, however, and you desire to make
the jJourney during the summer months of 1931, 1932 or 1933, it is re-
quested that you communioate with this office, in order that the neg~

essary arrengements may be made for you.

There is no provision of the law which would permit the
Government to make a money allowance to any mother or widow who is
unable or does not desire to meke the pilgrimege.

For The Quartermaster General.

Very truly yours,

A. D, RUGHES,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Assigtant.



i S AN October 13, 1830
Coffmen, zﬁ‘pﬁg . Sgt 1232 M .

irs. Martha Coffman
Box 142
Englewood, Colorado

Dear Madam:

A reply has not been roceived to office latter of rccent
date relative to tho pilgrimage to the cometerics of Europe, author-
izod by tho Act of Congress of March 2, 1929, as amonded May 15, 1930.

The rocords of this office show thot you arc the mobther
of the doccascd votoran named above and in order that plans may bo
complcted for conducting tho pilgrimages in 1981, it is roquestod you
answor tho following qucstions by f£illing out the blanks loft thorofor
and return the letter to this office in the onclosod cnvelope which
roquires no post2ge.

lo Do you desirc to moke this pilerimagc?

2y Do you dosirc to make the pilgrimage
in the calcndar ycar 19317

Je Plcasc give your age ond stote your Ao
hgalth, Condition of health

4. Do _you spoak English?

9. Whot othcr laneuago do you spoak?

For The Quoartormasteor Genoral:

Veory truly yours,

-Av DO I{U(}m'
Encls: : Captain, Qs M. Corps,
Act Assistante
Amendment
Envolope

30,/150
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. WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTER%‘ASTER GENERAL
\ WASHING;’QN

IN REPLY REFER To QM 293: A-C l\{ . ;
Coffman, Ralph L. = igsg ?;_\1_ ‘.L June 7, 1530,
{ \ ‘

lirss Martha Coffman,
Box 142, '

Englowood, Colo,

Dear Madam: 7

Arrangements are now being made for conducting pilgrimages
during the year 1931, to the cemeteries in Europe under the provi-
sions of the Act of Congress of March 2, 1929,

To assure proper and satisfactory accommodations, reserva-
tions for steamship transportation reguired during the summer of
1931 must be made by this office not later than August 1lst of this
year. It is therefore desired that you answer the question below
by writing the word "Yes" or "No" in ths blank space following the
question.

As soon as you have answered the guestion, please 8ign
your name and return this sheet in the enclosed addressed envelope,
which requires no postage. Do not delay, as a prompt reply is
essential.

This letter is being sent to all mothers and widows who
are not making the pilgrimage in 1930, regardless of wheth&# or not
they have expressed a desire to make the pilgrimage.

For The Quartermaster General,
Very truly yours,
A, D. HUGHES,

Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Assistant.

DO YOU DES1RE TO MAKE THE PILGRIMAGE DURING THE YEAR 1931° . . .
(Write answer here}

(gign here)




WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

IN REPLY REFER TO QM 203 A“C October . 1829,

1

7
Coffmen, Ralph L. 1232 M,

¥rs. Martha Coffman,
Box 142,

Englewood, Colo,
Dear Madam:

The Act of Congress which providee for pilgrimages to cemeteries in
Europe by mothers and widows of members of the military or naval forees of the
United States who died in the military 6r naval service at any time between
April 5, 1917 and July 1, 1921, and whose remains are now interred in such ceme-
teries, all necessary oxpenses of which pilgrimagee are tc be paid by the United
States Government, requires that the Secretary of War make an investigation and
submit the results of such investigation in a report to Congress not later than
December 15, 1929, The purpose of the investigation is to determine the total
number of mothers and widows entitled to make the pilgrimages, the number of
such mothers and widowe who desire to make the pilgrimages, the number who desire
to make the pilgrimages during the calendar year 1930 and the probable cost of
the pilgrimages to be made.

In order that the report referred to may be made and plans completed
for conducting the pilgrimages, it is requested that you answer the following
questions by filling out the blanks left therefor and return the letter to this
office by return mail in the enclosed envelope which requires no postage.

1. Do you desire to make this pilgrimage if eligible? (Yes) {(No)

2, Do you desire to make the pilgrimage
in the calendar year 19307 (Yes) (No)

3. Have you at any time made a previous visit
to the grave of the deceased member of the mili-
tary or naval forces in whom you are interested? (Yes) (No)

Age Health

4, Please give your age and state of health, (Years) (Good) (Poor)

English - (Yes) (No)
6. What language do you speak? ; Other language

(Specify language spoken)

For The Quartermaster General,
Very truly yours,
Encl, JOHN T. HARRIS,

Act Major, Q. M, Corps,
Envelope Asgistant,



WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

in mepLy reFer To QM 293 A—C

Coffman, Ralph L. 1232 September 10, 1929

Mrs. Martha A. cOfmn'
Box 142,

Englewood, Colo.

Dear Madam:

The recorde of this office do not indicate that a reply has been
received to our communication dated . . 1z jg9nq making inquiry
concerning the name and address of tﬁe“h&%be% and widow of the deceased
service man above named. These addresses are desired with a view to
ascertaining the numbser of mothers and widows who desire to make a pil-
grimage to the cemeteries of Europe in which the remains of their sons
and husbands are interred.

Will you please fill in the answers to the following questions
in the space provided on this letter, and return the letter to this office
in the enclosed envelope which requires no postage?

Write answers in space below

1. 1Is the deceased survived by a widow who

has not since remarried? If so, give her
complete addregs:

2. If he is survived by a mother, stepmother,
mother thru adoption, or any other woman
who stood in loco parentis to him, accord-
ing to the terme of Section 4 of the en-
closed Act, give her name, address, and

relationship in the space opposite.

3. If gurvived by a widow or mother does she
desirgmyq make EE@_pilgrimage?g N

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

2 Incle. ‘ JOHN T. HARRIS,
Act of Congress Major, Q. M. Corps,
Envelope Agsistant.



s
i e &l
WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE‘ OF THE QUARTEHMASTER CGEMERAL
WASHINGTON
]
¥

In REPLY merer 1o QM 293 A-C

Coffmen, Ralph Le | 7 mgust 13, 1929

lrs. Martha A, Coffuan,
Box 142,

W. Colos

Dear Madam:

Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of Congress
approved March 2, 1929, entitled an Act "To enable the mothers and widows of
the deceased soldiers, sailors and marines of the American forces now interred
in the cemeteries of Europe to make a pilgrimage to these cemeteries".

The recorde of this office show that you are the mother of the late

Sgts Ralph L. Coffman, Cos By 16th Me Ge Bn., whose remains sre now intere
red in the leuse~irgomme Amer. Cty. Romagne~sous-iontfaucon, ieuse, France.

Will you please fill in the answers to the following questions in
the space provided on this letter, and return to this office in the enclosed
envelope which requires no postage? :

Write answers in space below:

\ ¥ 1

1. Is the deceased survived by a widow i {
who has not since remarried? L\

2. .If so, give her complete address. -F

3. Will you make the pilgrimage® i by

A e e i i L R A

—

For The Quartermaster General,
Very trﬁly yours,
2 Incls, | 2 \ JOHN T. HARRIS,

Act of Congress 1 Major, Q. M. Corps,
Envelope : o Agsigtant.



WAR DEPARTMENT
‘FICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GEN. 4L
WABSHINGTOM

N reFLy rerer to QM 293 A-C

Coffuan, Ralph Ie June 2§, 1929.

¥rs. Jde lie Coffwan,
Rouke #2,
Now Cambria, Mo

Dear Madam:

Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of
Congress approved March 2, 1929, entitled an Act "To enable the mothers
and widows of the deceased soldiers, sailors and marines of the American
forces now interred in the cemeteries of Europe to make & pilgrimage to
these cemeteries™,

The records of this office show that you are the mother of the

late got, Ralph lLe Coffuan, C0eB, 15th MaGeBne, whose remains are now
imterred in the NMeuse-Argonne imericm Cemetery, Romsgre-sous-iont faneon,

- Hense, Mrante. A

Will you please advise thie office whether or not he is survived
by a widow who is entitled under the provisions of the above guoted Act, to
make the pllgrimage, and if so, will wyou pleass furnish her full name and
address in order that action may be taksn to extend an invitation to her to
make the pilgrimage. Both mothers and widows are entitled to make the pil-
grimege.

In the event your son was survived by a widow who has since re-
married it is requested that a statement to that effect be made.

For your reply, you may use the enclosed envelope which reguires

no postage.
For The Quartermaster General,
Yery truly yours,
2 incls.
Act of Congress.
Envelope, JOHN T. HARRIS,

Major, Q. M. Corps,
Aggistant.



o

in reply refer to:
QM ~ 293 C-R

Awgnst 7, 1923

Mrs Jalls cOff"lﬂ'l,
Route 2,
Now Cambrin, Moe

m“i}g’ﬁlartemaster General desires that you be informed that
the permanent grave of

' Sergoant Halph Le Coffretn, Company Be 15t
Machine Gun Battalich, s (rave 58, Row 44, Blodk D, Meuse-Argeme
amorigan Gemptory, Hommgue=sous-licatfauson (Meuse), Prames

This 18 one of the permanent American military cemeteries
to be malhtained by this Government i Zurope. Zach grave will be
marked by headstone of white marble, of suitable design, with
name, rauk, division, organization, date of soldier's death ard State
€rom which he cames The headstona will be plaged at all graves in
connagction with thé improvement work now in progress, es.soon as
rossible and without waiting for spscial action or reqqest on the
part of ralati"ves. 'f 3 irie A A

In effectink removal, the u’cmost care and peverence were
exacted and more than willingly accorded by those performing this
sacred duty. The grave of the decedsed will be perpefuslly mada-,
tained by this Government in a manner ‘meﬁ.tting the last resting
place of our héroas. ¥ - 2 .

I 1

Yery truly yours,

He J. Connep,
Assistant.

R
23/494 /vy



{ y
Coffman, Ralph T...| 794,687 \4%
(Surnume.. (Christian name in full ) (Army serial €er. )

Sgt. Co._ B, :15thl 1IG _Bn

(Rank and organization.) - am W
<h ﬂ/z/j >

State your relationship to the deceased
Do you desire the remains brought to the Unitefl States? -

(Yes or no.)

If remains are brought to the United States, dolyou

wish them interred in a national cemetery? L (Yesormo) |
If you desire the remains interred at the home of the deceased, give full informa-

tion below as to where they should be sent: i

1
('2; of person to receive rema‘ns.) (Express oflice.) (Telegraph office.)
e T
(I\'u;nbcr and street.) (City or town.) (State.)

(Sign here) MW%VJM#%LJJWZ (e
| -
) A Miie Ca b bt P
(Number and street or rural route.) (City, town, or post oflice.) “ (State.)
Read carefully the letter accompanying this card. 3—6713







* COMPILATION OF DISPOSITION OF REMAINS DATA

I F S 2—g-22

Corivcerilraleer

%/Wb ¢ @71/’1”[_ /2 32
Pecea =

; | )
I. Locatiox IxpeEx CaRD: File i 60572 l (?
. j Q
(a) Name . COFFMAN,  Relph  TLae . __ Ser. No. 794687 i
TYP. omp___ -
@) Rank ... Sgbe. . il Organization . G0 e Ba 15%h M. G. Bos _ :
CKR N2/,
(¢) Dateof deathl1=4=18 ________________ (d) Cause of death _________ K./.A .................
IL. RecistraTION CARD.—(Check Reg., Card Inf. against Loc., Ind., Inf.):

(@) GraveNo. _..191 . Row=====_____ Il 4 SeCeecplt e VRS hmy:
(b) Emerg. Address . Mrs. M. A._ Coffman, (Mother) New Cambrig. Mo, . .

. Files of soldip{rs ijégfroﬁl %nﬁg}()uf di,{ea;:{es/--/-_; _________________________________________ CKR.---._“-‘-

(d) Remains to be brought to U. S.? ___ L A%

Ve

VI.

. A. G. O. DisposiTioN CARD: Date of receipt

Yy

N 5 gl
J j W, o Wit =k (L L L : Rt A B T
(@) Name A 7{!-“'*,-6,\}2_ .4 \/v;r;flf‘f‘_. () Relationship ... _—___:: LA
e e P PRy SR AY i T

- P e il ke
| vy y

(c) Address ... JMANT o\ AN 11 (A

_________________________________________________________

P T S

(e) To be interred in National Cemetery in U. S. at

(g) Wispesition mstruciions if notebrought to U, 8. 0 e

Examiner’s Initials _______ Wbt Date _____ e S Sl e B oM 1)1
A. G. 0. CorrEsPONDENCE shows communication from ________________

__________ S idatodiae i e b e Ll

confirming request in Par. IV, item_______________ , .above; opYeerresting that._ .. . .. .

Bxaminer’s Imitials coieeeis SV o i) edio nles e Lyl S 1020,
) /

G. R. S. Fres, CorrEspoNDENCE—shows as follows: ... et e e ol

P y, ) i
3 oS % = Ty /
‘2 ‘_ A AL Apa A AL j‘" W\ (KA

)
(@) Cancellation memos referred to? ... > :_'i/.‘l-:-:‘? _________________________________________________________________

Examiner’s Initials _________ 2 % o S Pate o3 NG e RS T T

COUNTRY FPRANCE  Crmerery No. 1832 Sec. Bl = Smeer No.

G. R. 8. Torm No. 115

Amended April 6, 1820 3—7720




VAL, "G G St Bl Noy 1d madey .o 5 L0 cmRTee S0 S , 1920.

Typed by ... sCheekediby'=-o o "7 e el 2 ek , 1920.

VIII. FiNAL AcTiON:
cablefonstes e e n RS L 01920
Following advice forwarded to Europe by —/
_\? ; :’} Vi !
/ 3 . letter on _______: = _./_:__7;7:__1_/____, 1920
P g e, ’ &7/ ;
o A __, /L/If/?_z f V_____/________.;Z:_-.:Z;________..// _______________ Vi wee 7[ ____________ e
e ) ] T, - 7
_____ /j (RS e O B RS L, r/é/ém///fc//f;ij
IX. CORRECTIONS
CHANGE OF ADVICE. AcTtiox TAKEN.
Desires body be L eat e S e e I g ey Ry A =
oy terbelshtppedtton.en B B o8 o e e e s e B B
AN SEERPENGION REMRRRS e 0 e
BT B R e G T T RN Nk L A S e

R0 CORSST T s B L e LT LR L SRR LR \
_______________ Discrepancies ................
21
SRS R e e RS s e -

.......................................



TEVCE SR o R e o R T Rt

............... DitSereopancies .. L. ccoeiiae.
. T e s T R 4
Rank

.................................................

Remarks

Discrepancies

P L e femsmmpocevrenanbranasanbsonnns

.................................................

.................................................

..................................

5-1783/t AN



COMPILATION OF DISPOSITION OF REMAINS DATA prae s

“
_— N
1. Looation Inpx CaRD: Flle i 60672 ™
(¢) Name COFFPMAR, Halph Le Ser. No, 794687
(%) Rank .____.] SgY%s Organization . C0e Bs 18%h Ms G Bne T e
(¢) Date of deatibd=4=18 () (Chasornt desth o Mol AU

IT. RecistraTioN Carp.—(Check Reg., Card Inf. against Loc., Ind., Inf.):

(@) Grave No. . 291 Row=====___ Plot, 4 Sec, TR el TYP. hmp

TV. Information on which advice to Europe in letter of transmittal was based
CHhIOTONE IR, S0 S8 e L e , 192
V. Following advice forwarded to Europe by ol
5—’-‘ _}?_—_ / letter of transmittal on _ﬁ__,.__-‘_?.__/___:ff_‘:._.ff _____ , 192
Q\-./L L/\.-// /7 D ,? 7 %_ p /,_.—_’___ / 7 h
2 y ; . fi L s
,‘“/7 St el ol el LA Mg el TT Y S
Vf; SHovm' 1150 ferwardedioo GR. SErHoboken s NLl .y oo , 192
VII, SUPPLEMENTARY REQUESTS.
Date of and source. Relationship and name. ‘ Desires. Action taken.
VIII. Form 115 received from G. R. S., Hoboken, N. J. s , 192
COUNTRY CEMEERRT O s S S SHEETENO ottt ol TSN,
G.R. 8. Form, 115-A Has

P.ANCE 13 Sece. @. Eox §



G. R. S.Form. No. 16-A Place .Romagy “ous. MORTTARGOD. ..o

REPORT OF DISINTERMENT AND REBURIAL ;.

e AR DA e Yo

1. REMAINS OF...........OOFFMAN........... BALPH S Do bttt OERTAT  NUMBERY rih YOO B e

Biave . 0 05 o nE gty -ORGANIZATION......l............Qo...,..'.B.....lﬁ.th...n.....g,....BN,...A;.....................,..........l.......

2. Disinterred (date) : Octs 29, 19zls From (givé complete location) :

By : Grouplg Unit......... 330.1

3. Reburied (date): - In (give complete location) :

Oetvagq,lggliMeuee“Argonnecemd#laﬁaiGr‘sg‘BliDbR@w;L&o
5 Unlined

By : Group. ... RODBTIRL - Sy Tt Unibon s N8 Bl ar e A
y : Group Reburial. S, Uni Nature of reburia st

4, ARéport as to nature of original burial and condition of hody upon disinterment :

wooden box, burlap and uniform. body badly decomposed features unracognizable.

8-

5. (a) Identification tags : Buried with body ?.......¥88......... On grave markér o e
(b) Other means of identification found upon disinterment, and general remarks :
....,...,......ta.g...on...bod;z..r_.eads;.?!.........u.......-..hl,.....co..,...._.-.......................,..............-u...titi‘?.......,.'Sgt,._..chesrr.ons,..fdund on

------------ sl&ove-.-mcollar---o;namént--.meads‘:.l!----'H.E.B.----Inxf...r-epa;:-t--.e-f----di-si;nternmen-t»-and.----reburial
6. What ﬁoes examination of body show as regards the following identifying items ? : 'd

(a) Height (actual measurement) e L L - L

i0
(b) Weight (estunated)d

() Hair—Color do
Quantity do .

Charagcteristics AL Sy L L e

(d) Hair on face—Color e e X UL e

i A e T L e

AR 105 ) ity A T oo

(f) Wounds or missing parts (received ab time 0f €asUAILY) ..o

.......................................... 1 2 T O 1 (IS S SO I s e o e e S R

Approved : /M ; A
/ \

o ) G
KR ot

7. Disinterment -

supervised by ..ol L LTI T
Go S Wright

8. Reburial /;,{/;’ = c_/;_ 2 53“’)
supervised by ... Ae o DUL BRI e ration ™ Appr(?v

% ....J.alme.e...wu;YO .ga.r.;...........
(Title)CaDE .. QMG MSAo. vt

[l

“%W‘-/V/

[



INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PROPER COMPLETION OF G.R.S. FOBM NO. 16-A

]E;nter information, as noted below, on reverse side of sheet in the corresponding numbered space. This
fOI‘]’Il.IS supplemental to and is to be forwarded with G. R. S. Form {1-a, reporting reburial locations. To be
used In answer to Question 26, Form 114, in case no means of identification on hody.

1. Show soldier’s name, serial number, rank and organization, and by whom disinterred and reburied.

2. Give date and accurate information as to location from which the body was disinterred and the group
and unit which made disinterment.

. 3. Give date and accurate information as to location of reburial and the group-and-unit which made
reburial, and how reburial was made—in casket, wooden box, ete. ‘

4.-State to what degree decomposition has progressed, whether recognition is possible, and how the
body was originally buried—in a casket, box, burlap, ete. This statement shoull be as complete as possible.

° 9. (a) State whether identification tags were found buried with body and on grave marker by reporting
“Yes” or “No™.

(b) State whether or not body appears to have been a hospital case. Were any identifying articles found
in or on body or grave ? List any personal effects, letters, money-order receipts, and the like found on body
or in grave. Give any and all information which it is thought might be of use in Identifying the body, other
than that tabulated under Item No. 6. :

6. Give all information as to body description and dental chart as nearly correctly as the condition o1 the
body will allow. Items (e) and (f) under the body description are very important and should be very complete,
The dental chart is also very important and should be filled in with great care. There are 32teeth tobe accoun-
ted for, as shown by the numbers on the chart. Beginning.at the middle line in both upper and lower jaws,
the teeth are arranged symmetrically on either side and classed as incisors (cutting teeth), cuspids or canines
(tearing teeth), bicuspids (chewing teeth), and molars (principal chewing teeth). An examination should be
made and findings charted to cover the following basic conditions : Lost teeth, crowned teeth, bridge work,
fillings, caries (cavities of decay), dentures (plates), and any deformity of jaws found.

MISSING TEETH.................... All teeth missing through previous extrac-
2 tion (not those fractured or displaced by
recent wounds) should be scratched out,

thus : '

CROWNED TEETH.............Block in solid the crown of tooth (label
gold, porcelain, or gold and porcelain),
thus :

B-GOLD CROWN
5

BRIDGE WORK ................... Block in solid the crown of tooth (label GALOBRIDGE
gold bridge, gold and porcelain bridge), ;
thus : k. |
- SWYER PILLING GoLD FILLING
FILLINGS ..............................Draw filling on tooth accurately as pos- OLD FiLLING OLD FiLLING

sible (block in and label gold, silver,
cement), thus :

%cbox.p FILLING
s ot

DECAYED
DECAYED

AVITY
ECAYED

CARIES (CAVITIES) ... Outlint;1 location and size ol cavily, shade
: in thus :

DENTURES (PLATES) ........ Draw diagram of relative size and shape of plate, block in tecth attached and indicate retaining
clasps on natural teeth with the word “clasp.”

7. Show name of person supervising the disinterment and the name and title of the person approving
same. : : AN % PRSI ) Rgion s

8. Show name of person supervising th?l‘éhumhal\qnd théname and,title of the person approving same.
{ P = e RSN A ]
Y P A '



]

i o
0

G.R.S. FORM #114-A, STATION ___ _  _Rem CEUVMRR T T L R, et
To be prepared in triplicate. DATE __Qa% 29 1981

REPORT OF DISINTERMENT, PREPARATION, SHIPMENT AND REBURIAL OF BODY

DISINTERMENT COMPARATIVE REPORT

Records of G.R.S. Headquarters. Discrepancy found upon exhumation of body
1. Name __ - COFFMAN, RALPH L. _____ 10. Name & ot R Ay et P kW
2 Wk~ ey - - LIS S e S ey AT Suel o o
O, ‘Ramk’ " % BENsE b SO e SVDT AT NN RETIICORRE, ST S R et i
<. ‘0L T Son N 1M%h N ... LOrSORRETy i i T e (AR B
Ol DB S £ R ey S e = ) o HALSE) " DEDs T, S Tr el SRR
Bl S N e e LT (0) DoBepmey.,. . MOWS®

Discrepancy found upon disinterment

. Grave Nol. “ge§ - Sec. . 51__'_ ot ECrave  Nok ol (58 20 Sdciiee s ey
(St o s B AT .o BOWE - w e 16}, - SN ey SRS ol o R e
9 o RN Y 17 e JORS
18. Cemetery___m_ﬁrm_mﬁ ___________ ~ 19. Commune or town Rm}mwnous-btorrbftu-
20. Delpt. or County . mesig . ol .l g stounlrys Wi, ¥ *&nu_w"___________‘__'_:f?
2 GRE SRS HAreRRCodoeNOLEERER W SRR SRR 0 Wy W deT et B

23. Disinterred (Date) _Ost 29 1921 By & 8 Wright

24, Inscription on grave marker:

25. Was identification disc found on grave marker®Pya. . On body? wg.

D 7 Lo p 23
N SR (itefinds phawdauaf e ™

Signature Junior Technical Assistant

PREPARATION
26. What other means of identification were on body? (If no disc or other means of
identification on body, glve descr1pt1gn70f boc%y &m detail). Ba11
---- ===087, heyrong on_un T ar
ﬁgmgf rgaP ﬂg keport of diain ermen¥ and reburiag gat

27. Condition of body Badly. decompceed, festures mnrecognizable . P

28. Wature of burial Yeodem ] LT el R T T U ERRSEEE R L E YRR

29. 4ny discrepancy noted upon examination of body, as compared with G.R.8. records

ghgadRabavert = Nttt S e s Wl o, v Lo ninen VI R0 :
Hone i RE
50. Body prepared and placed in casket: Date Qpt 29.1921 .. BY. 6.8 Wright .-
_,"1'-_-- i _.' .-'
‘L_,_,_.’.‘

& Casket goaled byss. G S WRigRS.. o e ‘,,.,
Signature of Embalmer, (Supervisor),_;__zj17 A P e Ses e M



SHIPMENT.  (Show actual marking of 7o

oo SR Ee s, SRS DU e e
> : Peuf
32. Designation of body: : \:% (Y]
S 5
fimd e 794687
Hams?, 0% IRNEEIAY RO N Lo 7S o artal e TGRS
& Co. B 15th UGB
Rank__SBt' » Organieathnion Sles . - T SalESRERE vy e £ Rt Sl g i TR
33. Consigned to:
Heuse Argonne Amer.Cty.f1232.Remagne-sous-kontfaucon,
Name of Permanent, Cemplery. . i  ru s S ouis e mu o SAie. " o I A oy o Heuse ___
: - G 8 Wright
34, Casket boxed and marked (Date}00t291921_]3y _________________ gh ________________
55. I hereby certify that all the foregoing operations were conducted and
accomplished under my immediate supervisicn and that the report above
ig correct. ' _ I | 4 e
Signature of G.R.S. Inspector 27 g0 /_,_g\qé§ LA __{?‘
B S Harpole, 1st LU _
36. Remarks g i i O e R b L P LS SE S T
ac 4 G
37. Shipped from point of Opsration: (Da.te)____???__‘E’____];_J_?}_____“_____________________hf ______
To point of Concentration = Eorgneﬁoma@e R,
T (Na.me)
Convoyer_____z‘jr__'_.‘[__‘_L_‘!EVM‘_E_":i _______________ Signature Shi inf Officer
Ep Spann
38. Received at Railhead or Point of Concentration: Date

39.

40,

41,
42,

43.

Shipped from Railhead or Point of Concentration: Daior L2 3-8 Lok G wlRC o
To Permanent Cemetery : L e 5 ST AR R
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1st Ind.

Ce0o C0."B" 15th M,GeBle ,A.?.d.#745,American E.F. 18th Merch 1919. To The
Adjutant General,G.H.Q. ’ABE‘FQ . Returneds

1.5gt.Radph L.Coffmen (794687) was killed by machine gun bullets on NOVe
8th,1918. on the right bank of the Meuse River across from Brieuelles,France.

2. The date and place of his burial is not known here.
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