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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER aENERAi.]
V

WASHINdTON

IN REFUY REFER TO QM 293 A-C
June 2^ 1929.

iBriggs* BaXpIt S.)

lips. Bora®# 0»
6Ai Ooaitr®

AbtesHfoa, Ma«s. ,
I

H

Dear Madam:

Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of
congress approved March 2, 1929, entitled an Act "To enable the mothers
and widows of the deceased soldiers, sailors and marines of the American
forces now interred in the cemeteries of Europe to make a pilgrimage to
these cemeteries".

Th® records of this office show that you are the mother of the
late Private Balpli S. Sriggs, Co, F, 26th Inf., romaias sre now In
terred in ttie Meme-ArgoHne ABeriosn Cesoetery, BraBagBe-eotia-Ucmtfauoom# lieiuie*
Fzaase,

Will you please advise this office whether or not he is survived
by a irtdoa who la entitled under the provlBlona of
make the pilgrimage, and If so, will ™ he" to
address In order that action may be taken to extend
make the pilgrimage. Both mother, and widows are entitled to make the p
grimage.

In the event your son was survived by a widow who has since re
married it is requested that a statement to that effect be made.

For your reply, you may use the enclosed envelop, which requires
no postage.

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

2 incls.
Act of Congress. ^ HARRIS,
Envelope. Major, Q. M. Corps,

Assistant.



QH 293 a-M

Briggs, Ralph S. (M)

Muy S* Brlge«,
Soltuat««

IfasA&ohaMtts*

Dt«r Art. Briggsi

1 h«iro ths Isttsr of JuzM 10th which y<m and the
ether aethers and widosrs who recently made a pilgrimage to
the oeaeteries of Europe were so kind as to send ae in appro*
elation of the courteous oare and attention you received.

The Quartermaster Corps he proud of the honor be*
stesed upon it by being charged with the conduct of these
pllgriwigo# and ewpended every effort that those mait^ the
Journey aight have a ecssfortable and pleasant trip.

I aa indeed glad to knew that you were pleased with
the arrangwnents made for your oomfort and welfare and that
the officer asaigned to your group rendered such satisfactory
and oOMmendable eervioe. I aa sura, however, that his task
ems materially lightened by the wonderful spirit of coopera*
tion and oonsidoration shown by the mothers and widows

v-ithe JournMr.

O  ̂ cc
g  ̂th sincere appreolatlon of the sentiments you

expressed, I ea

CU

r>

sincerely yours.

J. L, DeWiTT,
Uajor (2eneral,

The Quartermaster General.

£L

j

J
X 330.13 PILGRIMAGE, GOLD STAR



QM 293 A-M
Briggs, Ralph S, Prfc. (MA) M

80^ IMU

»•»» Kirjf S« Brlggi,
Ibssaohasatts*

9t«r Uni* iricg»t

S im fwst 4# jm sm •rarMdiac yaor
J®® pllGi*i*a€e yoo reowttsly w«i» t« Surop#^ /nslt thm p'tL'fn of your sosi^ the !Utt Pri^t9 Balph 8«

*igEs, in the ]^ee>Arg9Bce Aawrioaa Cenvtery la Tfxm^

the pilgrifitege ve« eutheriied ly Genareee ia mat
ieiitlii' to hriag a semoure of eemfert tad tolsM to the
hiMRrte of the Mothere and k14ow» *ho»e loved cmeo mde the
Euprooi Morifice for their oouatry^ nai it rould eeeat friNa
the geaereae eacpreBsions eoataltasd la the letter thet the
effort he# not heen in vain.

I h® delighted to knew thet you ewe pleneed elth
m^Mgefietite rade for your oomfort wid wlfare and that
jpersomel as a ehole rendered euoh eatiefaetory and o<Ma-

ae^Oble eerviee* X feoln however^ that the task has heen
~«etwially^4ightened hy the v.onderfui spirit of cooperation
c^ad oonsidtratii^ »how» by the aothore and -iridors.
O  c* ^

aeeured that the MettesnOrgenae Geaeetery
P*^'ta«ij;ly miataiaed ia the e»sM> fine oondition

ia wiioh y^ to\^ it gc it continue to be the ooaateat
effwt of ttn^-fceroRStor Corpc, v.hich It charfed with the

c>f/e,ii HGOJional cweteriee* to miie it a fitting reat«
lag plaee/^ th¥her«ee who are bar led there#

a

o $iaeerely ̂ roare#

U limtm
if&^er ̂ eral*

fhe Querteraeeter

i
s

1

r

\

M

fyi-

MEP
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL

WASHINGTON

fr."*' ,1 ■
UprU SO, 1931.

n:7

IN REPLY REFER TO 293 A-C ^

Briggs, Ralplx S. MA

Mra. VlBxy E. Briggft,

Soltuate» 19&S8.

Dear Madam:

Arrangements have been completed for your transportatioh
to New York Gity on your pilgrimage to the American Cemeteries in
Europe. One week before your departure the railroad ticket agent,
of the first road shown below, will deliver your railroad s.nd
pullman ticket to you. Your route to New York will be as follows;

Lt. Scltuate, IfoSS. HXHHScH 7:07 AM SST MAY 3JB
Arr. Bostoa (So.Sta») " '• 7:55 AM * * 18
Lt, Beaton (So.Sta,) * 11 9:00 AM * * IB
Arr. N«w York (GCT) * " 2:30 H5 " * IB

Coach, Scltuate, I'eso. to Boston, Mass.
Parlor Car, Boston, Mass, to New York, N. Y.

All railroad employees have been instructed by their
officials to see that you are shown every courtesy and given assist
ance, particularly at points where it is necessary lO ciiange car^.

Should you not receive your ticket six days before the
date shown for your departure please take up at once with the tic e
agent and if he does not have your ticket, telegraph this Oifice,
collect, to that effect.

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

R. E. SHANNON,

Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Assistant

mmam



WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL

mm - i' 4: . p^? 4.04
April '30,^ 1931.

]N REPLY REFER TO
QM 293 A-C

Briggs, Balph S. M A U

Mrs. S&ry S. Briggs,

Soitnets, M&ss.

Dear Madam:

Arrangements have been compieted for your traiisportatioh
to New York City on your pilgrimage to the American Cemeteries in
Europe. One week before your departure the railroad ticket agent,
of the first road shown helow, will deliver your railroad and
pullman ticket to you. Your route to New York will he as follows.

Lv. Scltuato, Sfesa. TTYNH&fl #660 7:07 AM E3T MAY 18
Arr. Boston (So.Sta.) * " AU ^ " IB
Lv. Boston (So.Ota.) " 11 9:00 AM " " 18
Arr. New York (GOT) " 2:30 PM " " IB

Coach, Scituate, Mass, to Boston, Mas:
Parlor Car, Boston, JSass. to New York, N. T.

All railroad employees have been instructed by their^
officials to see that you are shown every courtesy and given assist
ance, particularly at points where it is necessary to change cars.

Should you not receive your ticket six days before the
date shown for your departure please take up at once with the ticket
agent and if he does not have your ticket, telegraph this office,
collect, to that effect.

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours.

R. E. SHANNON,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,

Assistant



WAR DEPARTMENT

office of the quartermaster general

WASHINGTON

IN REPLY REFER TO
QM 293 A-C

Brlggs, Bcll^ 3* K April 24, ISBl

Ifrs, l%ry T.* Bilege,
Ecituate,
l;£aso*

Dear Madam:

TO There is enclosed herewith Check No. 593,Sd^ the
««

of f to pay for your meals and incidental

Expenses from your home to New York on the pilgrimage
CD

'authorized hy the Act of March 2, 1929.

05

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES MUST THIS CHECK BE CASHED

Ld USED FOR ANY PURPOSE OTHER THAN THAT SPECIFIED.
If for any reason, you are not ahle to sail on

the date mentioned in your Inyitatlon, the ohect must he
returned to this office immediately.

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours.

1 Incl.

Check No.

A. D. HUGHES,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,

Assistant.

ammsjaagatmm
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Bsrlggs,
QM 295 A«M
Ralph S. 1252 U

March 21, 1931

Krt, Muy E. Briggs,
27 Standish Avenua,

Braintree Highlands, Masst

Daar Madams

Receipt is aoknonrledged of your letter of March 16ih,
relatiTC to the pilgrimage which you are to make to the graTC
Of your soni: the late Private Ralph 8* Briggs, sailing on the
PRESIDENT HARDING, May 20th, 1931.

In compliance with yotar request, there is enclosed,
herewith, a duplicate invitation for you to sail on that date.
It is regretted to advise that it will bo necessary for you to
make application for another passport to make the journey to
the grave of your son this year.

For The Quartermaster General.

Very truly yo^w8,

R. E. SHANNON,
Captain, Q.M. Corps,

Assistant.

EnclOBturet
Envelope,
KL I"-TS

/o
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.  <m «»8 A-M ./
sua^.. H, USft-

weNfa^ij^e, RaI^ S. 12SS
MaoLaah^ RodMrlefc A* 12S3

Ifcuwh 17, mi

?■

Ifer*. If*b*l S. lAdot,
14 Wlllw Stnwt,

D«dhaai, lfACsaehu9«tt» •

Pmr Mudtmt

MMmipt is fcffloMwrlodgtwt of your lottor of Moroh 9th,
rolatiTO to tho pllgriiM^ «hi«h you are to mako to tho gravo
of your aon, tho lato Stanloy E. LaJco, Bugler, Mailing on tho
P9£SlDSIi7 EARPIBQ, Say ROth, 1951.

Mra. Adra J. lyiar and Mra. Carrio Foae havo doolinod
taritationa to sail May 20th, uhllo Er«. Ella Wollhrook is llotad
to sail on the l>S£aiD£ST ROOSEVKLT, Hay 27th, with a group oeT
methors and widows of doeoasod wotorans who wars loct and buried
at aea*

It is boliowod, howwwor, thdt you and Mrs. Mary firigga
and Mrs. Florsnas JfatoLean eaa ha plaood in tha tmm oabin aboard
ship and in the muds hotel rows is Saw York. In view of tho fast
that Maohoan is not ta risit tha saao oraatary os you and Mrs.
ftriggs, it will ba inpracticabla to quMrtar her with you in Europe.

Ifith raforanea to your dasira to wlalt St. EtimiDS,,it
is sttggastad you tafcs tha aatter up with Calonsl Richard t* Ellis,
14d AwaatMi das Chases Elyaaas, upon your axriwal in Faria. In ths
aosnt tho itinorory of tho group with whoai you aako tho pilgristago
dooa not inoludo a trip to St. Etionno, Colonel Ellia will bo glad
to arrango for you to Tlait thoro, proridod you return in tisM to
sail with tiM group with whom you ntako tho jowmay. Should yon
loara your group to «ako this trip, howawor, it wmot be understoodthat *11 oxpensas ineunred, tharsby, nrust be bame froti priwa-^fun^^

F«r Tha Quartermaster Gsnsral.
'

>1

ML

Very truly yours.

R. E. SHAISOX,
Captain, Q.X. Carps,

AssiatMst*

'd>

O

'C>
\0'
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QU 8«S A*M
Brlgg«» Bftlph S, XS38 Sep timber 12, |930*

Mr*. Mary Brlggs,
Seituate, Mass,

Dear Madan:

fbe records of this office show that you have not
returned the Ideatifiestion badge forwarded you in oonnection
with the pilgrimage you were seheduled to malce under the pro
visions of the Act of Congress of March 2, 1929.

It is requested that you return the badge to thie
office iiaaedlately# The badge will be returned to you when
you are again scheduled to aalce the pilgrimage.

?or The 'hiartormaater General.

Very truly yours.

A, D, HCCHSS,
Captain, Q. M, Corps,

Assistant.

o~-
C''>



WAR DEPARTMENT

OPFICE OC THE QUARTERMASTEK «IBNKRAU

WASHINGTON

iN REPLY REFER TO QM 293 A"C July 1, 1930

■Brir??;#* Ralph S» 1252-M

art . 3?«.ry B. Briggs
ncitti.ata, Kaas*

Dear Madam:

Your attention Is Invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of Congress
of March 2, 1929, together with an amendment thereto, approved May 15, 1930.

The records of this office show that you are the mother
the deceased veteran named above and in order that plans may be completed for
conducting the pilgrimages, it is requested you answer the following questions
by filling out the blanks left therefor and return the letter to this office
in the enclosed envelope which requires no postage.

1. Do you desire to make this pilgrimage?

2. Do you desire to make the pilgrimage
in the calendar year 1931?

3. Please give your age and state your
health.

4. Do you speak English?

5. What other language do you speak?

For The Quartermaster General,

Age
Condition of Health

Very truly yours,

Enclosures:
Envelope
Act

, . Amendment

A. D. HUGHES,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,

Assistant.



WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL

WASHINGTON

IN REPLY REFER TO QM 295 A-C

BriggB, Ralph S. 1232 M
June 26* 1930*

M3Ps« i^&ry E. BriGgs,
Scittiate, IiaB8»

-■5 .

Dear Madam:

Arrangements are now being made for conducting pilgrimages
during the year 1931, to the cemeteries in Europe under the provi
sions of the Act of Congress of March 2, 1929.

To assure proper and satisfactory accommodations, reserva
tions for steamship transportation required during the summer of
1931 must he made hy this office not later than August 1st of this
year. It is therefore desired that you answer the question below
by writing the word "Yes" or "No" in the blank space following the
question.

As soon as you have answered the question, please sign
your name and return this sheet in the enclosed addressed envelope,
which requires no postage. Do not delay, as a prompt reply is
essential.

This letter is being sent to all mothers and widows who
are not making the pilgrimage in 1930, regardless of whether or not
they have expressed a desire to make the pilgrimage.

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

A. D. HUGHES,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,

Assistant.

DO YOU DESTRE TO MAKE THE PILGRIMAGE DURING THE YEAR 1931?
(Write answer here]

(Sign here)



'is-ic:

WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER QENERAl.

WASHINC5TON

IN REPLY REFER TO QM 293 A—C
June 19, 1930.

Briggs, I^ph 3. 1232 M

Mrs. ̂ ^ary Briggs,
Scituats, ■
Mass.

Dear Madam:

Arrangements are now being made for conducting pilgrimages
during the year 1931, to the cemeteries in Europe under the provi
sions of the Act of Congress of March 2, 1929.

To assure proper and satisfactory accommodations, reserva
tions for steamship transportation required during the summer of
1931 must be made by this office not later than August Ist of this
year. It is therefore desired that you answer the question belov/
by writing the word "Yes" or "No" in the blank space following the
question.

As soon as you have answered the question, please sign
your name and return this sheet in the enclosed addressed envelope,
which requires no postage. Do not delay, as a prompt reply is
essential.

This letter is being sent to all mothers and widows v/ho
are not making the pilgrimage in 1930, regardless of whether or not
they have expressed a desire to make the pilgrimage.

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours.

A. D. HUGHES,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,

Assistant.

DO YOU DESIRE TO MAKE THE PILGRIMAGE DURING THE YEAR 1931?
(Write answer here)

(Sign here)
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m Z9$ A«C

Briggt, Bulph $« 12B3 M

Juna 13« 1930*

Wt9* Itoiy £» Brig£8
P» 0« Bex 81

Daer lf«dii»t

Heeeipt le Mlcaeirledgiid of a latter
dated ivm 9, 1930 fron Mrs. Eather Batta«
aDeloiiag the oheek eaeimtlztg to ̂ 5«oo lo^evloaaly
forwarded ypu for year trip to Bew York.

I
I

Relatitre to your inability* due to ill
health* to aake the pilgri»age to the grave of the
late Italph 8. Briggi* at the preaent tiiae* you are
adviaed that your naae haa been plaoed caa the list
of aathttra and widow* eligible to nmke the pilgriioage
under the preriaioaa of the Aot of March 2* 1929*
in 1981. You will be eoBBnaxiioated with when arr
lUBCeBimts are being made for that year*

Si f9t fhe Qiuurtermaater Oeneral*

r>
£■3 V£\

I-

Very truly youra*

iP

tA * C- '

o

CP

<3

A. D. atroHES*
Captain* Q. M. Corps*

V  Aaeiatant*

It.,
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL

WASHINGTON

J-on# 12, 1930

IN REPLY REFER TO 293 A C

Brigga, Ralph S. 1232-K

ttr». l!ary Brlggs,
Scltnate, IhiMaclmsetts.

Dear Madam:

t >

Somewhat heavier clothing is required to he worn iri^
Europe than is necessary in the United States, in order to be ; v \
comfortable. During the summer in Europe it is cool during^the \
day and the nights are frequently chilly. Considerable rain isi '. .. \
usually encountered during this time. ■ \

i,

In order that you may be comfortable at all times, re

gardless of the condition of the weather, and may avoid missing
any of the sights or any part of the itinerary which has been I, -
planned for you, the following suggestions are made.

The clothing which you will take with you should be
slightly heavier and warmer than you would normally wear in the
United States during the summer and should be strong and durable.
It is essential that you take with you the necessary equipment
to afford protection from the cold and dampness. .Be sure to take
at least two pairs of comfortable shoes to provide a change in
the event your feet become wet, a pair of rubbers, an umbrella,
and a sweater or some warm wrap to be used should the weather be- ,
come uncomfortably cool. It is very desirable that, in addition
to the sweater, you have with you a full length coat of medium
weight for general wear.

The shortages of suitable facilities for laundry and
the frequency of the moves you will make while in Europe will make
it impracticable to secure as frequent service of this nature as
may be desired. You should therefore provide yourself with suffi
cient Underwear, nightgowns, stockings and handkerchiefs to meet your
requirements should it be impossible to have your washing done more
frequently than once in two weeks.



£*

If you will read carefully the suggestions made above,
and comply with them, it will add greatly to your comfort through
out the trip and will assist the Government in carrying out success
fully its plans for conducting the pilgrimage. This letter is being
sent to every mother and widow who has accepted the invitation sent
to her by the Government to visit the grave of her eon or husband.

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours.

A. D. HUGHES,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,

Assistant.



Brlggs, Halph S* *> IZ5Z Jtui« S, 19304

lun* li»z^ £« Bx>iggs«
30ltu^t«,

Dear Madam:

Arrangements have been completed for your transportation
to New York City on your pilgrimage to the American Cemeteries in
Europe. One week before your departure the railroad ticket agent,
of the first road shown below, will deliver your railroad and
pullman ticket to you. Your route to New York will be as follows;

IT* Soitu.ite mwm sraia ho,
(Tla Booton}

Bo8toa(3o.Sta.l HYHHifi " ••
j:»T* B08t0ji(50*Sta,J w «
Aaf* Hew Tort (G* C* f. } « «

I
■

«

f
tl

7907 M (SST} ^UB»U

7966 "

9;00 "

2l30

n

M

(I

M

I*

All railroad employees have been instructed by their^
officials to see that you are shown every courtesy and given assiet-
ance, particularly at points where it is necessary to change cars.

Should you not receive your ticket six days
date shown for your departure please take up at once wit ® ®
agent and if he does not have your ticket, telegraph this office,
collect, to that effect.

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

R. E. SHANNON,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,

Assistant.



(Sd SSZjirxi
S, -1233 If

^hm 2p 1930^

SSrs*

Dear Madam:

The acceptances from the mothers and widows who ahe
to make the pilgrimage to France^ sailing on the SS REPUBLIC^
June 25, 1930, are far in excess of the number anticipated,
and due to this fact this boat will be somewhat crowded ̂ d the
accommodations will not be as satisfactory as Th* Vfer Depart
ment desires to furnish. Over 300 women have accepted invita
tions to sail on this beat and it is desired if possible to re
duce this number to around 200 by voluntary transfers of women
who are booked to sail;

Much more comfortable accommodations can b'4 furnished '

on the SS REPUBLIC, sailing August 30, 1930j and should you
change your sailing date to August 30thi a more comfortable trip
can be assured.

If you desire to change from June 25th to August 30th>
please notify this office at once, in order that the necessary
adjustments can be made*

For The Quartermaster General-,

Very truly yours-.

JOHN T. HARRIS-,
Major-, Q'* M-. Corps,

Assistant.
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL

WASHINGTON

IN REPLY REFER TO QM 293 A-C

Brigss, lalph S.
Hopublio 6/2$ May 12, 19S0

Mrs, Kary K» Erlggs

Dear Madam:

The records of this office show that you have not

furnished the name of your Emergency Addressee as requested

in letter of instructions from this office.

It is requested that in the blank space below you

write the name and address of the person in the United States
whom you desire to be notified in case you become seriously

ill or other emergency arises while you are making the pilgrimage
to Europe authorized by the Act of Congress approved March 2,1929.

Name

Address

Please fill in the above and mail it TODAY in the self-
addressed envelops which requires no postage.

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

End.

Env.

A. D. HUGHES,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,

Assistant.



LvV.*!

WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL

WASHINGTON

-Q,

EeTjubl ic G-25 May *L930

Srs. liiry S.
Seitiiate^ Sass*

Dear Madam:

Bequests for stop-overs on return from the pilgrima^ to the
American cemeteries in Europe are being received by this office, in some
cases, too late to take action.

Transportation arrangements for the round-trip are made a month
before departure and requests for stop-overs on return must be in this
office at that time.

Stop-overs can not be allowed on the trip to New York or in
Europe, but may be allowed at any point on return from New York provided
there is no additional cost or, if there is, that it is paid in advance
by the pilgrim.

If you desire stop-overs at any point on return, please advise
this office AT ONCE as to the cities where you desire to stop and we will
be glad to arrange accordingly, or advise you if there is any additiona
cost to be paid by you. Send your request direct to this office and do
KOT include It with your passport application.

Tor The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

R. E. SHANNON,

Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Assistant.



WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GEMERAL

WASHINGTON

Is

R-
Ea '

IN REPLY REFER TO QM 293 A—C Anril 12, 1930«
Brlg^, Balph~Sl 1232 K

Krs. Uaiy B. Briccs,
Scittiate, &!sss.

Dear Madam:

The following instructions prepared by the Secretary of State
contain the necessary instructions to be followed by you in obtaining

the passport or travel document to be utilized in connection with your
pilgrimage to the cemeteries in Europe. Please read the directions

carefully and call in person upon the nearest Passport Agent or clerk
of a Federal or State court having jurisdiction to naturalize aliens.
Passport Agencies are located in Boston, Chicago, New Orleans, New York
City, San Francisco and Seattle. In large cities there are usually two
or more courts and at each county-seat a state court authorized to ac
cept these passport applications.

When you make this call be sure to take with you the four
photographs called for in the instructions together with your invitation
as a means of identification. You should take with you to the passport
office at this time a friend who is an American citizen and v/ho has
known you for several years. The passport Agent or clerk of the court
will mail your application to the Secretary of State in Washington, D. C.,
who will issue the passports and travel documents and will deliver them
to The Quartermaster General to be held by him until your arrival in
New York.

The instructions prepared by the Secretary of State are as
follows:

"A mother or widov/ who owes allegiarnce to the United States
must apply to the Department of State for a Special Pilgrimage
Passport through a Passport Agent or through a clerk of a Federal
court or State court having jurisdiction to naturalize aliens and
on the form prescribed by that Department. When making applica
tion, she should be accompained by a credible witness who is an
American citizen and who has known her for a period of two years
or more. With her application she should submit four photographs
on a light background and on thin paper not more than 3x3 inches
in size not less than ZixZi inches in size and such documentary



evidence of her American citizenship as she may have in her pos
session. In the absence of evidence of citizenship, her applica

tion should be witnessed by a credible person residing in the
same community who is an American citizen, has known her for a
long period of time and is able to swear to the best of his or
her knowledge and belief that she is a citizen of the United
States.

"A mother or widow who does not owe allegiance to the United
States must apply to the Department of State for a Pilgrimage
Travel Dociiment through a clerk of a Federal court or a State court
having jurisdiction to naturalize aliens or through a Passport
Agent upon the form of application prescribed for that purpose,
entitled APPLICATION FOR A PILGRIMAGE TRAVEL DOCUMENT, issued
under the Act of March 2, 1929, submitting therewith four photo
graphs on a light background and on thin paper not more than
3x3 inches in size and not less than x 2-| inches in size.
When making application she should be accompained by a credible
witness who has known her for a period of two years or more.

"The Act of March 2, 1929, provides that no fee shall be
charged for the execution of an application for a passport or
travel document or for the issue of a passport or travel docu
ment to a mother or widow making a pilgrimage to the cemeteries
of Europe in which deceased soldiers, sailors, and marines of
the American forces are now interred.

"Special Pilgrimage Passports and Pilgrimage Travel Docu
ments when issued by the Department of State will be forwarded
to the War Department.

"Applicants resident in Boston, Chicago, New Orleans, New
York City, San Francisco and Seattle should execute applica
tions at the Passport Agencies in those cities."

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

A. D. HUGHES,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,

Assistant.

mm



'  WAR DEPARTMENT •
,  office OF THE QUAKTEHMASTER GUNERA4_ ■ • • • '' '

-  ; Washington " . .: •>*»•

In reply refor to QM S95 A-C

;  Ralph S. 12?S2-M " ■•, , - • .Saroh 27. 1935 " \ ... .•
Jfra; liary F. Brigga,
Tildea Road. , ,
Tpypt, ICaas

Tear Madam; '

This letter HffhiclL eontains general information regarding'the
pilgrimage to the cemeteries' of Europe, is being §ent to eadh mother and
widow who has expressed ,a desire to make the •pilgriraa,-,e during'the
calendar year 1930. The general plan for' the conduct of the pilgrimage"
is shown in the'Pilgrimage. Regulations, a copy of'wliich is enclo-sed here
with. In addition to the information shown in the regulations, the '
following explains in detail some 6f the most .important things connected
with the pilgrimage, ■ .

Formal invita,tions are being extended to each.mo'ther and) widow
who has expressed a desire to make the pilgrimage diiring 1930. In so
far as practicable.,, these invitations are being extended with a view to
keeping the women from each state together and the order in which the
invitations to the women from the several states ar-e issued is 'based on a
flawing by lot which was held about one month ago. "inclosed with each
invitation is a card for acknowledgment and it is quite important' that .
you accept or decline this invitation promptly in order that tW neces
sary railroad, steamship^ and-, hotel reservations may .be arranged. The
government will defray eill the necessary expenses of. the pilgrimage,
including railroad faro, hotel accommodations, steamship fare and all
other incidental expenses, Tt will not provide anything other ■•than the ■
necessary ejipenses so that you should bring with you such funds as you
may desire to use for making small purchases and for other upas distinct
ly of a poraonal nature.

Arrangomexits, have. been.m'addi' with'the American Railroad .
Association which assures us the united support aqd cooperation of all of
the railroads in the United States in handling the movement to and from-
New York City, The local ticket agent will secure yoiir railroad and
sleeper ticket and will make the necessary pullman reservations. Before
your departure frcan your home we will mail you a check, sufficient .to
pay for your meals and other travelling expenses while enroute to Ne'W
York, Your,railroad ticket will provide for a round trip from your home
to New York and upon arrival in New YoT-k' the army officer in charge of
the New Yor^ office will collect the return trip stub and hold it until
your return to New York from Europe,

Upon arrival in New York, you will be mot ity an army offieoy
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and eSi;ort©^, to' a first ©lass tctel vrher-© "r«servationjs'have-^een made,
.The duration -of yoior stay in New York will be from 24 to' 49 hourso, .At

'  . •t-lje'^prC'''pel7,. time, ' you- will be escorted to tbe st'eai.\sMp upon wbr.rii.passes
• ^'%as_^^'eenbeii'gaged for Europe. All of tlie women making this trip .vfitl be
'' .prov'iij^.ed. with cabin ,cl,ass' acccmmodations aboard steamers "which meane that
p. tk'0&,t'WO~''to four will be q_uartered in the'same stateroom. If you have

■ at:iy>i¥iend that you would like to be quartered with we will endeayor to
a£,rari;ge it if you will communicate with this office.

\Yi

The ocean voyage "will- last about 8 days and when the ship docks-
■i- .at- Cherbourg, Erance, each party will be met by officers especially
/■-; detailed for the purpose and taken in a special train to Paris where
. .first cla.sB'hotel accommodations have been reserved. The first day in
Paris Will be a day of rest.. On the 2d day, the women of each party
■Will place a wreath on the tomh of, tke French unknown .soldier* In the
afternoon there will he a reception in which the French'war mbthers,
.■government officials, and prominent civilians will participate. The
following morning the groups going to the different cemeteries will leave
Paris, travelling' in motor husses,, and proceed to the cemeterias where
they will remain for ahout 7 days. Twenty-five women will b© assigned
to each; bus and an army officeP will have charge of the bus. , 'The
itineraries to and from the cemeteries and the daily itineraries while at
the cemeteries have been varied so as to take-An points-of historical

.interest as well as some parts of the battlefields where.lmerican troops
were engaged. IJpon retirrn to Par.is, each -par.ty will remain for about

' 5' days and during this time an oppcTtunity will he givph to see the points
of historical interest in Paris end vlciivity* The ehttpe duration of
your stay in Europe will be 14 days, and-the. itinersrles, have been so-
arranged that each day will he provided,- for. , ,^eept' in case of illness
or other unavoidable cause' it- will not Ve possible fdt, any woipan making
the pilgrimage to remain in Europe for a linger, period than 14 days pdr
to leave the party with which she is travelling'Vhless she is prepared to
jiay.. api of her expenses after leaving-the iparty 'since, the Act of Congress ^
authorizing the pilgrimage specifiial.ly states .that the government shall
not pay the expenses of' any woman who willfully leaves, lier . party.

tpon return to-the United StatdS-.eachAhip will.be met in New
York City Tiy army officers,who will escort the'mothers and-widows to the
trains'"which will take them-home* Bef'dre leaving . New York each woman
will be provided with her return railroAd ticket.^,: a sleeping car ticket
and funds to coVer the coat of meais and-other travelling .expenses.

Army officers are being used as'guidds-^d. escorts throughout
this entire movement and-care has been taken to selec|'officers who .will
see that proper care is taken of the women who. a^e. entrusted to their
charge. Arrangements' ha-jre been made for- taking., c^e"of women who may
be"taken sick during i^e-pilgrimag® and alsb-to pare f6r--the remains; of
any who may die and provision has- been made, for r'erfcurnlhg the remains of
any who .may die to their homes. If is-essential-,that each woman making
•the pilgrimage furnish The Q,uartermaBter,..Cenera.l with an .emergency address
of some relative or friend to he. notified i'h the eveht of ..an emergency.
Medical care will be provided by civilian agencies. If .such care is
needed in New York City it.will be furhishei^by the hotel, physicians or
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by local hospitals^ Aboard ship, medical care will be provided by tbe
ship^s doctors and in Paris arrangements have been made with the American
Hospital for the hospitalization and treatment of^ any women who may need
it» In addition to this, six doctors of the regular army-will be on duty
throughout the pilgrimage.

Baggage will be limited to not to exceed two pieces of hand baggage
and the articles' tahen should be such as will be required for a trip of
nbout one month, Laimdry service can be obcained in New York and Paris.

Since the climate of ."Surope is much colder than that of the United States,
each woman should provide herself with sufficient warm clothing to stand
the motor bus xrip and the visit to the cemeteriesc

Since it is necessary for this office to make all reservations for
your accommodations throughout this pilgrimage, it will be greatly appre
ciated if you will make prompt reply to any coimaunications received from
this office.

Por The Qjiartermaster General:

Very truly ;/-ours,

A, D. HUGHES,
Captain, Q,. M, Corps,

Assistant.

1 Enclosure.

Regulation,

1
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUAKTERMASTER GENERAL

WASHINGTON

IN REPLY REFER TO QM 293 A-C October ^ , 1929.
5alph S-* 1232 M '

^s» :Jar/ r. 3rlr^^,
Cilden ̂ oani,
Egypt, iass.

Dear Madam;

The Act of Congress which provides for pilgrimages to cemeteries in
Europe by mothers and widows of members of the military or naval forces of the
United States who died in the military or naval service at any time between
April 5, 1917 and July 1, 1921, and whose remains are now interred in such ceme
teries, all necessary expenses of which pilgrimages are to be paid by the United
States Government, requires that the Secretary of 7/ar make an investigation and
submit the results of such investigation in a report to Congress not later than
December 15, 1929. The purpose of the investigation is to determine the total
number of mothers and widows entitled to make the pilgrimages, the number of
such mothers and widows v7ho desire to make the pilgrimages, the number who desire
to make the pilgrimages during the calendar year 1930 and the probable cost of
the pilgrimages to be made.

In order that the report referred to may be made and plans completed
for conducting the pilgrimages, it is requested that you answer the following
questions by filling out the blanks left therefor and return the letter to this
office by return mail in the enclosed envelope which requires no postage.

-

1, Do you desire to make this pilgrimage if eligible? (Yes) (No)

2. Do you desire to make the pilgrimage
in the calendar year 1930? (Yes) (No)

3. Have you at any time made a previous visit
to the grave of the deceased member of the mili
tary or naval forces in whom you are interested? (Yes) (No)

4. Please give your age and state of health.

Age Health
(Years) (Good) (Poor)

5. What language do you speak?

English - (Yes) (No)
Other language

(Specify language spoken)

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

End.

Act

Envelope

JOHN T. HARRIS,

Major, Q. M. Corps,
Assistant.



)
WAR DEPARTMENT

'ICE OF THE QUAnTERMASTER (SENE.

WABHINarOM

IN REFLT REFER TO QM 293 A-C

f2rl«8»» B«lph 3»)
June 2^ 1929.

Warmt C«
«4 C»iit3r« 3t*,

Dear Madam:

Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of

Congress approved March 2, 1929, entitled an Act "To enable the mothers

and widows of the deceased soldiers, sailors and marines of the American
forces now interred in the cemeteries of Europe to make a pilgrimage to

these cemeteries".

The records of this office show that you are the mother of the
late Priwatu S* Brissn, Co« ISaf *, vwaaiaM sr* ma* im-
t«nrttdi in iSM ?«•«•->ArgosBO iUB«rieaa ifotUKi*

Will you please advise this office whether or not he is survived
by a widow who is entitled under the provisions of the above quoted Act, to
make the pilgrimage, and if so, will you please furnish her full name and
address in order that action may be taken to extend an invitation to her to
make the pilgrimage. Both mothers and widows are entitled to make the pil
grimage.

In the event your son was survived by a widow who has since re
married it is requested that a statement to that effect be made.

no postage.

For your reply, you may use the enclosed envelope which requires

Tor The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

n

Z incls.

Act of Congress.

Envelope. JOHN T. HARRIS,

Major, Q. M. Corps,
Assistant.


















































