G.R.S. Form #114-B & e sy
26 DATE. -3 S reian o v
T AN ERANGHS Ralplul, = 00 oS SF % © SSRRIAL No\ _____________
BNE . ond Tiewt.. ... ... VRGANIZATION _coup, -_lgg.th-.x;:f_
& DIVISION 2% : N
GRAVE LOCATION_ _American Mil.Cty.Nevers, Nievre. . ROBE e T e
CTY. NAME NUMBER 3
__________________________________________ 2247 7 A Lt R SR e s S
GRAVE ROW PLOT
5. ORIGINAL BATTLE AREA GRAVE LOCATION 481 e ‘ors (Hidvre)

GRAVE COMMUNE DEPT.

DATE GRAVE ROW PLOT
Nevers (Niévre) 395
----- CEMETERY CTY. NUMBER

Data concerning any identification found on remains when concentrated, such as
collar insignias, letters, broken bones, missing parts, etc.

Tag Buried with body. Also on gr. marker. Peper in bottle oh body reads:

"ReIpk A. BRANCH, 2nd STt Co oMMt 109t e Int s Diad - Septi8,1918M3
(from data on m’nrm 16-A. No other data)

DATE OF DEATH Je AF &
SPATE FROM.WHICH HE CAME / A~
SUBSEQUENT BEBURIALSY o i e e
MEDARMEGR DECBRATIONS AWARDED P07 ) - , ( CMETERY
R i s eIt e Ga oot emetery
ﬁf St ﬂ//,’:/ — ﬁ
SIGNATURE, AREA SUPERVISOR \\)\ D Wdaast i
W; H QUARTIRMAN , CAPT.F. A, , Supervisor Area N°4
3. FINAL GRAVE LOCATION-----June--E&f&h 922 & .5 B e S LBs o Block A= -
DATE | (¥ GRAVE ; ROW PLOT
;AT 3¢ que.rA__*fl_e;3£§+ThﬁauQQgrt -.Ui—e:t‘.__m, _____________
M 9 CEMETERY sapert 0. Davisy
O\«@O ’(_;.\ i ’0' = ""y//y ' Ly‘u,u L*enera.l :
t \> i ‘1: A 5 »G‘ O /53 - l&h’ dj\lt&nt‘ Geneta .
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARATION OF FORM_ 114 B

1. Forms 114-B are to be prepared by Registration Branch in quadruplicate,
three copies to be forwarded to Area Supervisor who will accomplish paragraph 2 and
return all three copies to Headquarters, American Graves Registration Service.

2. Paragraphs 1 and 3 will be accomplished by Registration Branch, Head-

quarters, American Graves Registration Service, Q.M.C., in Europe.

3. Paragraph 2 will be accomplished by Area Supervisor from data on file
in his office. '

4, If data is entered on Form 114-B from Form 1, Form 16, Form 1-A or Form
16-A, statment to this effect will be made on Form 114-B STATING WHICH G.R.S.
form data is taken from. If data concerning co-ordinates is approximate and NOT
accurate, statement to this effect will be made on these forms.
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HERICAN CEVETERY 395 |
i
G. R. §. Form No. i6-A, Place._. KRS, ( NIEVRE) ,FRANCE

REPORT OF DISINTERMENT AND REBURIAL ") OSSRy Tt

1. REmMAINS OF._Braneh Ralph A. SeRran Numes@R. ¥ & % =
RANK ___2nd 14, ORGANIZATION .. C0a M, 109th Inf,
2. Disinterred (date): Oet. 23, 1920, From (give complete location): Grave {481, .:‘:
____________ American Cemetery No. 395. . Nevers, (Nievre), France, f
By: Group..6...8trong. TRAX_ Pield. Begtin §5, . o . . 4

3. Reburied (date): October 23, 1920, In (give complete location): Grave No, 224.

imoxo e SN American Cemetery #2395, _ Navers, (Nievre), France, sivndey wod haa leinaday
Wooden box
By: Group____._. 6. Strong .. *Exit Fid. Seek. #5. Nature of reburial___burlap
4. Report as to nature of original burial and condition of body upon disinterment: S
—___Wooden hox in uniform, Padly decomposed, ===
5. (¢) Tdentification tags: Buried with body? ... Yem On grave marker? ==~ '’ : Yo# [0 o
(6) Other means of identification found upon disinterment, and general remarks:
P pgpef-_in-.‘bg:u,lg-m.-body-reads;;!ﬂalph_L_anch;__5__0_9_9!!51___1:‘_1_9_‘?_‘@9;’_‘22?_:__9?_2__!! ________ e

6. What does examination of body show as regards the following identifying items ?

(@) Frelgh? (actual meastrement) oo « 118G “BIFI0AN (L8
(b) Weicht (cabimmtodyoo®=L 20 | acconsinbiee doea
c) Elar=Gologi=s = < - N¥Sed -4 -~ 5 L

Gold 2,
AT oo - e e VL I S S N SN et
Quantity - %

e

@hasaeredstios . Lty (4 1 4

3 ; Neone Y
(d) Hair*on'iace-@olor evaS o —sl ) | . . . . .
TiocablonvE-tEAce ) - S/}
Quantity _-

(¢) Permanent marks on body (old scars, peculiarities,

missing parts) ... Se e e

(f) Wounds or missing parts (received at time of casualty)

- ” = ¢ :
: 2 .f'f'?“" 3 éﬁ
_a,/-e_.oi__danompo_!iii!m__91_-h9§12___-£,i.'. % £ 7 40, (S

(CHEGKER E. A BIRRYa . oo

e Tapossibie-te-£i11-in-from-A-toF

7. Disinterment

supervised by o o SRIPE, GhpteCav. T Approvedi g e SO e .
Inspector (Title) ... Captain, Qel L. . .
8. Reburial / 4 : - i.’e:st - - tion
supervised by . SHIPP. - -SAPT.EA¥, APproved: ... g 2SS ey o2
o + : CAPT. QMO.

3—7832- * :
INSPEGM (Tltz].e) -------- msm——w--szcm-. ---------



INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PROPER COMPLETION OF G. R. S. FORM NO. 16-A

Enter information, as noted below, on reverse side of sheet in the corresponding numbered space. 'This
form Is supplemental to and is to be forwarded with G. R. S. Form 1-a, reporting reburial locations. To be
used in answer to Question 26, Form 114, in case no means of identification on body.

1. Show soldier’s name, serial number, rank and organization; and by whom disinterred and reburied.

2. Give date and accurate information as to location from which the body was disinterred and the group
and unit which made disinterment.

3. Give date and accurate information as to location of reburial and the group and unit which made
reburial, and how reburial was made—in casket, wooden box, etc.

4. State to what degree decomposition has progressed, whether recognition is possible, and how the
body was originally buried—in a casket, box, burlap, ete. This statement should be as complete as possible.

5. (a) State whether identification tags were found buried with body and on grave marker by reporting
“Yes?” or ““No.” . ‘.

() State whether or not body appears to have been a hospital case. Were any identifying articles
found in or on body or grave? List any personal effects, letters, money-order receipts, and the like found
on body or in grave. Give any and all information which it is thought might be of use in identifying the
body, other than that tabulated under Item No. 6.

6. Give all information as to body description and dental chart as nearly correctly as the condition of the
body will allow. Items (¢) and (f) under the body description are very important and should be very com-
plete. The dental chart is also very important and should be filled in with great care. There are 32 teeth
to be accounted for, as shown by the numbers on the chart. Beginning at the middle line in both upper and
lower jaws, the teeth are arranged symmetrically on either side and classed as incisors (cutting teeth), cuspids
or canines (tearing teeth), bicuspids (chewing teeth), and molars (principal chewing teeth). An examination
should be made and findings charted to cover the following basic conditions: Lost teeth, crowned teeth,
bridge work, fillings, caries (cavities of decay), dentures (plates), and any deformity of jaws found.

tion (not those fractured or displaced by
recent wounds) should be scratched out,

MISSING TEETH.. .. ....... All teeth missing through previous extrac- / TOOTH MISSING
thus:

CROWNED TEETH ......... Block in solid the crown of tooth (label
T gold, porcelain, or gold and porcelain),
‘thus:

BRIDGE WORK ........._.. Block in solid the crown of tooth (label
ik gold bridge, gold and porcelain bridge),
thus:

SHVER FILLING GoLD FILLING
oLD FiLLIng GoLe FILLING

gfaono FILLING

FILLINGSE =" > .. ... ... Draw filling on tooth accurately as possible
_(blogk in and label gold, silver, cement),
thus:

AVITY

CARIES (CAVITIES)........ Outline location and size of cavity, shade
in thus:

DENTURES (PLATES)...... Draw diagram of relative size and shape of plate, block in teeth attached and indicate retaining clasps

on natural teeth with the word ““clasp.”’ S

7. Show name of person supervising the disinterment and the name and title of the person approving

same.

8. Show name of person‘supervisi.ng the reburial and the name and title of the person approving same.

Pl Y . 4 |
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| wWESTERN MILITARY BURE.AU W
ROUTE AND SCHEDULE ﬂ.

EUROPEAN PILGRIMAGE SAILING FROM NEW YORK CITY_ _August 19 , 1930

_Sumner County, State of Kansas

Name_ Branch, Mrs Flora (R-12)

Addres 015 We.st Harvev, Wellingto {ans

Route gomg CRI&P Chlcaﬂ‘o, MC Buf f’alo, NYC Neww—rFrr

; =3
Return: Same route

| Roap | Traw | TiME DaTE

|
Ttinerary Lv Wellington CRI&P 18 8:20 AM Aug 156
going Ar Chicago . 3 12 7:59 AM L
Lv MC 10 10:30 AM e
Ar Yew York NY ¢ 142 3:50 PM LA
Iv $Gr Comt Sta)
Ar
Lv
Ar
Lv
Ar’
Lv
Ar
Lv
Ar
Lv
Ar
: Lv
' Ar
| Lv

Ar

111 to New York, NY | A/ '
Vorr : i

ad

Accommodat& Standard sleeper Viellington, Kens to Chicago, Ill and CCb g0
!
o)

Elapsed Time: 54 hrs:30 min. $

Extra Fare:

4



Rig Whi an 1 il Vo g s et 0

Party "R" = I%inerary « S, Kibiel Growp

Salled iugnwt 19th; 1950 on GEORGE WASHINGTON. Oapb, dvmold 4, Punk in Charpe.
Arrived Cherbourg iugust 27%h. Spesial tender arrived 11487 am, bearing lh,jﬂf.'
Pailey snd ¥indormen; Oapts. Cohs, Hsley, Earmest, Lembert and Stark; Lis.
1 ;,mum:mmmmmnmmm-.m
¥ 1637 pui wrrived Gape des Invelides, Paris, 8100 pm. Met by Col, 51lis and
membars of his staff, interpreters snd murses. Taken in bus to hotel.

August 28th: Meruing devoted to trunsection of personml business. Exghange of
money, praparation of laundry, eto, Afterncen - Are de Iriomphe, Treaths
laid by Mrs. Seymowr ond Mrs. Caswels, Tee and reeeption at estaursnt
Laurent, Plmner at hotei,

August 20th:  Norming free. lLunch st hotels, Sightseeing trip Paris - Seuore
Cosur. Dinmer at hotels,

Zugust 308h: Visited Wotre Dame in morning. Lunch at hobels, Sightaeeing trip
Parisg - Hapoleon's Tomb. Dinner st hetels. :

Augnst 3lst!  LefS for Aosoy-en~Brie via Porte de Vinocemres (rest stop Notel du
Seuvege. Left for Sezemne. lunch Hotel de Prence. Left 2:30 m for
Vitry-le-Franceis (rest stop Cafe Modern) and em to Bar-le-Due. suarters
Hotsl de Paris.

September 1#%! Left in morming for Thisuceurt. Lunoh Hotel de Hets. Left 1:30
for 3%.Mlhiel Cemetery and om to Naney vis £t. Plerre iuberge, Fontea=-
Yousson. usrters Grund Hotels

September 2ad & 3Srd: Trips to Bt., Kihiel Cemetery,

deptember 4th: Left Waney for Troyes vis Toul to Neufchatesu {rest stop iotel
Fodern, and Bar-gur-iube where they lunched Hotdl du Commeree. . usrters
in Troyes abt Grand Botsl.

September Gth: Left Troyes in morming for Paris via Sens (rest stop Rotel de
Parig). Lunch at Hotel Legris in Fontalrmedbleau.Pinner at hotel in Paris.

September 6%h: Xoming free. lLuneh at hotel. Jightseeing %rip Paris ~ Louvre.
Maner at hotel.

September Tth: Free or {hwreh. Luseh at hotel, Afterncon fres, Dianer at hotel,
Sightseeing trip at night,

September 8th f:gm.n; free, lameh a¥ hotel. iftermeon free. Viuner st hotel,

Sepbembor Pth: Versailles in morning, Visited Chatesu, lunoh st hotel in Peris.
Afternoon free. Dimmer at hetel,

September 10th: Boat train left for Cherbourg 9144 am, arrived 3:56 pm,

AMERICA sailed 5:40 pm. Arrived New York feptember 18th,

Mrs Flora Branch

BRANCH,RALPH A

v
2 Lo 8 4 PudE Faptel,  L



WAR DEPARTMENT
“PILGRIMAGE, WAR MOTHERS AND WIDOWS”’

225 WEST 34TH ST.,, NEW YORK, N. Y.

ROOM 901

RPB—7-1-30—8M

e b Part ™
‘ffz f}» ASE é 4 f», f) A N S«-;;** /\« ] ETRRY RO 5 b o 80000 00 O
e Number . 8249..........
REQUEST FOR PULLMAN RESERVATION .
...... Branch, Mrss FTlora................... Actual o )
o . ctual cost of through Pullman.
...... Wellington Summer. Cownty .- ... ... New York,
I—’[ome e o ¥ ew York, to ..Wellington, Kmgass......... :
/—'
................... T TSR SR G Y e e SRR
New York, to . .. Wallington, Xmsage........
Destlnatlon
Via ..RYC.T0 BUFFAIO. = MC. T0O CHICACO ~ ORI &.P. MO . DESTa......cciiiiii ittt
Ticket Bxpiress . . ... ... ... Septs 20,.1930,. ..............
Oots 14, 1930 Date of Departure
Road Tr. No. Date Time Lower Car U. S. G. Order No Actual
or Seat Cost
T;\}; B-CET ¥X¢ | 2 3 6/% Mﬁz—@ 1% G 52
- A & / y¢ | Fo( ¢- . " A‘
E . €% | 5 ' tud|h & | 7 1024338 | P21
2000
LV
AR
1A
AR
LV
AR
% | =
iR |
ToTaL T 2
Remarks:
SRR s P T R R T B e o AU, QU TR ROTD ©

.............

.................................

.................

..........................................................

......................................

..............................................................................................



N e et~ BRANCH , Mrs Flora

HOTEL DE PAmS

BOULEVARD DE t2 . :©iNE
Home address......... 1015 West Harvey, .Wellington.,» -Sumner - County; Kensas

Paris Hotel

Party R Groupr b s n 08 e N ....¢¢,.A.,WASHING.TQN .....................
Date of arrival AUG, 27.1930. Date of departure .S/S AMERICA, Sept, 10, 1930
Relationship Mother . . .

Name of deceased .. BRANCH , Ralph A, ..

Rank 2nd_ILt. Organization .. Co. M. I09th Inf, . ..

Cemetery SAINT MIHIEL



REMARKS
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BRANCH ,RALPH A

Arrived August 17,1930, 3:40 pm, N.Y.Central R.R.

Lt. Geo. E. Young and escorted to Hotel A.W.A.

Met by
alone for two days.

Occupied room
Two pieces of baggage.

Caebin 162-A., Quarters on GEO.VASHINGTON with Mrs. Sarah C. Brosius,

On return from pilgrimage quartered at Hotel McAlpin with Mrs.
Sarah C. Brosiuse.




Wik do G

NAME BRANCH, wRs, FLOnA \3:?[19&

b

8-5.  AERICA SEP 1 9 193
HoME VELLINGTON, SUMWER COmMiTY

KANSAg
R.R-%-7.Qf/tt\1 ﬁ-—v

STATEON %C :&\‘— 40
QL /L A~

BERTH OR SEAT

TIME

DATE M/(‘/LB’/)
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- Mrg. Plors Branch

1015 West Harvey
Wellington, Kansas

g o | { * 5 o ; ‘
:Dear ¥hdam: E i 2 A

e

S

“Please attach the ehcloeed tage to each Tor

piecefof‘b&ggage thue to protect the 5
:Fame ’n.Hew“Ybrk: , 4 : §ate SITAIR) o2 -
Upon vour arrival in this City, you will i
- Oftider, in unfform, whowill wear on the left sleeve -
of hir coat a blue cloth band, showing a Gold Star and |-
Yusperd "Pllgrimage®, Thiss officer will escort you
\ ,‘and_y%pr,baggage to your Hotel in New York City. =
] 1'. ! s : . :

For The Officer in Charge;

‘George F. R, Taylor,
lst.s Lieut., Q.M.Corpe,

‘llltﬁcldsuiﬁéi
' 2 tage.

LY 3
s S
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. - by 4
W e
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‘e =fi* 2% the Railroad Station by a United States Army ..

.
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CODE

SETE

g U
D

B
I

N S R e HE A NG
b /A , Y W)
X ‘;j ;’ o/ ; / & 'X -
s (Dpved, ((als ¥ 7Y
2 7

CHELITIT 8RY

BURIED | GRAVE e
ROW .3
BLOCK A,

DITISION

ORG . NIZLTION

! R
-—m.-__.“

MRIT_LL

WANE / Hve (i?ﬁ /

2

Aand

PAC

RES IDRENCE

~EN
~

RELLTION

OTHZR

ELIGIBILITY

NATIVITY _gﬁ

RACE y
&
ENGLISH ¢
ATTENDANE ;
HEALT&? AL
f

NO_& “OF_SOuS

DATE OF
 TRIP

e
o =
o K
~N
i
\

.

ACCEPTANCE
29/514 /EAB

A
o
n
oQ

LTS v ST




UNORDEE S SRR TE

29/514

STULBE 0. OF
HEADING EEADING ¢ QI8 CODE
9) ) o |
74 / a
NAME y\) 78 M't«{;/év ’ V n-o 0 2 =/
7 ’ “‘ n (s
@.@)@Q&g» W cmErery /2 33 1 3
BURIED GRAVE /& 2 s
| oW 1! 2 LS
: BLOCK A 1 /
STATE NG/}’\A@’C 2 & / 9
RANK 2 7S A 1 /
DIVISION 24 2 24
ORGANIZATION [0k, 3 )09
A
ARM S;v )5// 1 /
re v 3
MARITAL 1/(}, LA o
AME é//{/yywﬂf{ﬁ/ { 3
T \* (4 .
doarl n STATE 2
30 3 Woeodl o re
RESIDENCE COUNTY 2
7/ - o =
RELXTION g dons g S
OTHER 1
~
ELIGIBILITY . hoo 1 o
NATIVITY 1
RACE 1L
BNCLISHE 1 @.«,f"{%{
h :;‘5‘9 ’:ﬂ*
ATTENDANT 1 eﬁ;’: -
Q% by
HEALTH 1 s W IR A
NOe OF SONS 1 ) il PR
n;,,t;'./ Qc‘) &)\P
DATE OF M0, 1
TRIP YR. 1
ACCEPTANCE 1
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QM 293 A-M
Breneh, Ralph A. 2nd Lt, 1233 M

wu

%

- Deossiber 17, 1880,

-
mmmnmahm lessant
1 feel, however, mtmmmm:mmhw'

i

?

wonderful opirit sf geoperation and
ation shown by the womom themselves.

T am partisularly glad to know that you were
 with the sppesranee of your sen's

resting place
. mmmwmmmrrutuunt

ot nuum are assured that the
m-,uns. perpetual —

perpetually maintainod
hﬁum condition in whish you found 1%, for it -
uum be the constant offort of the Quartermaster

Gorps to make the Aweriesn oeweburies in Surope £ib
m;mmmmwmwmuw

With sineere appreciation of the sentiments you

e xpressed regarding the conduct of the pilgrimage, I am .

Sincerely yours,

J. L, DeWITT,
Major General,

The Quartermaster General,
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NAMEBRANCH, MRS, FLORA

..........................................

.........

NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEAREST KIN

RPB—3-17-30—7M

\

STATE : :
B, Ra\ex ﬁ\

....................

SETE .
1015 West Hargey
Wellington

s

VESSEL ... ASHINGTION . CABIN NO. / 6 ) 4/
FRANCE 7 ST, 3
............... CEM R o g e e e



" RPB—3-17-30—7M

RETURN NEW YORK

S SEP 19 193
AR s N =
M ' 1015 West Harvey,
NAME . ) i o A o Wellinggon,.......
Branch, Mr; Flofz: » HOME AI%DRESS cég% %1’18& éas/ >
/- \RAC DN :
RETURN ON S. S0/ bl n ik o HOTEL .. ,L,.ALP}-N ROOM NO. 4

DEPARTURE NEW YORK

&7/ < =
DATE / ¢




J2), . “IEDICAL RECCRD

*Eastbound
Party: np o : S. S.BRSHINGTON Westbound

Religion_.....(,_ A1

History of present com

This card will be prepared for each

Pilgrim treated on ship, east or west bound. Cards to be
port of Liaison Officer upon return to New

included in re

York.

(OVER)

INSTRUCTIONS:

l



Diagnosis and complications: (inclu  lates)

; T
Treatment ‘and Progress: (include dates) Z, / A 6/3 g —= W

Disposition: (include dates)

Remarks:



R

......................................................

INDDRESS .~ O D DOie BB e T B VA .
BRANCH/—/‘?ALP// A DATE .({/CA.....[. —-/7
TO: Officer-In-Charge, S UMNER Co .

PILGRIMAGE, WAR MOTHERS AND WIDOWS5

I beg to inform you that I have returned to my &&/

Z home safely and in good health. /C" > Q/ W A
7 v gired/— ety acef
' e « Singerely,
Yroa A i Mz Y
/233 RPB—7-22-30—5M (Signed) /%’W 4 Wé:
o A o 553 = |



WAR DEPARTMENT Penalty for private use to avoid

-ment of postage, $300.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

PILGRIMAGE, WAR MOTHERS AND WIDOWS
225 WEST 34TH STREET,
NEW YORK. N. Y.



[ F-37

Received from the Postmaster the Registered or Insured Article, the original
number of which appears on tﬁe face of this Card.

Py W , E /r )
s L= leyrm. VI "/.,//f

- s Y
% L (Signature or name of ﬂddreasee)

a

[ Y LR

Daferol delivenymesr. oot o intm TEANET A SR

Form 3811 TU. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE" 1929 ©5—6116



OR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID*PAYMENT OF POSTASE, 5200

/
390& partmpn’t T it '
: Hg L‘BUSINESS i wf/;f ,‘_,;,-z:,_rr.—‘POSTMAR»;:F:-;CDEmvsgms
R

ED; ARTECLEI' e

INSURED PARCEL

No. AND DATE OF DELIVERY

‘ Q. M, GENERAL

Return to
(NAME OF SENDER)

sz;;:;,?;;;foi_g;gvg;,} MUNITIONS BUILDING ,

Post Office at

R v, 524 VL a g State L‘B—-h:ig Be Dy Co
= &




/233

number of which appears on the face of llns Cardc

/ 7

By & p o /’ y
(40

T e e e e e

Daterofdelitcrls = Te s T e i s ST SRS

Form 8811 1. & GOVERSMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1920 ¢ 6—6116
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Return o

(NAME tf —‘f}' "
St‘r;c;) Z?fo% l::n%eofx'} MUN ITIO BUILDING
Post Office at

‘ Wash* sten, D. C
Rev. 3-24 iy o State =% ocen Mot B L
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

N REPLY reEFEr To QM 2;?3 _f‘__c

Branch, Ralph A,=1233 M
Washington 8-19-30 May 15, 1930

Mrs, Flora Branch,
1015 West Harvey,
Wellington, Kansas.

Dear Madam:

The records of this office show that you have not
furnished the name of your Emergency Addressee as requested
in letter of instructions from this office.

It is requested that in the blank space below you
write the name and address of the person in the United States
whom you desire to be notified in case you become seriously
ill or other emergency arises while you are making the pilgrimage
to Europe authorized by the Act of Congress approved March 2,1929.

@Fﬁﬁa«uyé

& iy A AW /’ M
/»4 Wﬁ {&zi:ess % %

Wco,
éié;p¢44 /4Pﬂ£4x,4( Pleaz;/ﬁill in the above and mail it TOD e
\\ addresseﬁ/iizglp which requires no postage.
For The Quartermaster General,

Caﬁtaln . M. Corps, e
.J  Assistant. W

Elpr fBrasst



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

IN REPLY REFER TO QM 293 A=0

Bremch, Ralpk 4. 1238'N Weas B8 the b nis o1

¥ra«. Plora Brench,
1013 Test Harvey,
Wellington, Kansas,

Dear Madami

.The following instructions prepared by the Secretary of State
contain-the:necessary instructions, to.be followed, by you in obtaining
the passport or travel document to be utilized in.connection with your
pilgrimage.to the cemeteries in.Furope...Pleasg;read the directions
carefully and call in person upon the nearest Passport Agent or clerk
of a Federal or .State count.having jurisdiction.t¢;naturalize.aliens.
Passport Agencies are located in Boston, Chicago, New Orleans, New York
City, San Francisco and -Seattle. In.large cities. there.are ugually. two
or more courts and at each county-seat a.state court authorized to.ac-
cept these passport applications. '

When you make this call be sure to take with you the four
photographs called; for in.the instructions together. with your invitation
as a means of identification.*‘You.should,take with you to the passport
office at this time.a friend who is an American citizen and who has
known you for several years. The passport Agent or clerk of the court
will mail your application to . the Secretary of ;State in Washington, D. C., |
who will issue the-passports. and travel documents.and.will deliver them
to The Quartermaster Genefal to be ;held by him until your arrival in
New York.

The instructions prepared by the Secretary of State are as
follows: :

vA mother or widow who owes allegiance to the United States
must apply to the Department of State for a Special Pilgrimage
Passport through a Passport Agent or through a glerk.of a Federal
court or State court having jurisdiction to naturalize aliens and
on the form prescribed by that Department. When making applica-
tion, she should be accompained by a credible witness who is an
American citizen and who has known her for a period of iwo years
or more. With her application she should gubmit four photographg
on a light background and on thin paper not more than 3x3 inches
in size not less than 23x2}% inches in size and such documentary



f

evidence of her American citizenship as she may have in her pos-
segsion. In the absence of evidence of citizenship, her applica-
tion should be witnessed by a credible person residing in the
gsame community who is an American citizen, has known her for a
long period of time and is able to swear to the best of his or
her knowledge and belief that she is a citizen of the United
States. -

"A mother or widow who does not owe allegiance to the United
States must apply to the Department of State for a Pilgrimage
Travel Document through a clerk of a Federal court or a State court
having jurisdiction to naturalize aliens or through a Passport
Agent upon the form of application prescribed for that purpose,
entitled APPLICATION FOR A PILGRIMAGE TRAVEL DOCUMENT, issued
under the Act of March 2, 1929, submitting therswith four photo-
graphs on a light background and on thin paper not more than
3 x 3 inches in size and not less than 2% x 2% inches in size.
When making application she should be accompained by a credible
witness who has known her for a period of two years or more.

"The Act of March 2, 1929, provides that no fee shall be
charged for the execution of an application for a passport or
travel document or for the issue of a passport or travel docu-
ment to a mother or widow making a pilgrimage to the cemeteries
of Europe in which deceased soldiers, sailors, and marines of
the American forces are now interred.

"Special Pilgrimage Passports and Pilgrimage Travel Docu-
ments when issued by the Department of State will be forwarded
to the War Department.

"Applicants resident in Boston, Chicagc, New Orleans, New
York City, San Francisco and Seattle should execute applica-
tions at the Passport Agencies in those cities."

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

A. D. HUGHES,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Assistant.
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I W the invitation extended -

(Acc% or decline)
me to make a pilgrimage to Europe at the expense of the

Government of the United States under the provisions of

the Act of Congress approved March 2, 1929.

Mrs. Flora Branch,

1015 W._ Harvey, Wellington , Sumnex County, Kans .
(Town or City) (State)
1015~ )f; %WMZ/{; 6E“"‘“‘4







in REPLY rEFER To QM 293 A-C 7 | 4 4 1929.

Branch, Ralph A, 1233 M, a A\ AN
Mrs. Flora Branch’ %30 ' v.:\. ‘~‘:

1015 West Harvey,
Wellington, Kans,

Dear Madam:

The Act of Congress which provides foff pilgrimages to cemeteries in
Europe by mothers and widows of members of the g#ilitary or naval forces of the
United States who died in the military or navg& gerviee at any time between
April 5, 1917 and July 1, 1921, and whose rg#ains are now interred in such ceme-
teries, all necessary expenses of which pi;ﬁrimagea are to be paid by the United
States Government, requires that the Secyftary of War make an investigation and
submit the results of such investigatiod in a report to Congress not later than
December 15, 1929, The purpose of th “1nveﬂt1gatwon ig to determing the total
number of mothers and widows cntlttgggio make the pilgrimages, the number of
such mothers and widows who desire 40 make the pilgrimages, the number who desire
to make the pilgrimages during thg?&alendar year 1930 and the probable cost of
the pilgrimages to be made, -?

r»

In order that the .enort referred to may be made and plans completed
for conducting the pilgrimag#s, it is requested that you answer the tollowing
guestions by filling out t4J€ blanks left thersfor and return the letter to this
office by return mail in fihe enclosed envelope which requires no postage.

Jthls pllgxlmage it e1191b7e9 {Yes) (===

e i WA
2. Do you desire to mfke the pilgrimage 62221549
Yes)

in the calendar ar 19309
4
p?

3. Have you at any time made a previous visit \/Af/zf
to the grave | ¢ the deceased member of the mili-
tary or navag forees in whOm *yffﬁ*are interested? () (No)

£ Py /7N
& /< O & \ Dee / y Age Health

4. Please gj¥e your age ,{éy;‘:id:uat;rbe qf‘ health w5 | [ B Years) (Good) (Bme>)
| T flff ;‘} English — (Yes) (-

5. What JYanguage do youvépéak?.ﬂ> Yo L5 Other language
s N > Yo N (Spec1fy language spoken)

, For The QuartermaéﬁgfigggﬁTal, 7%m2444V£(

Very truly yours, g
! ﬁ‘\ s i A

1. Do you desire to ma%?

(o)

-V

;
V. .
/ AN bans

JOHN T, HARRIS,
Major, 4. M, Corps,
Agsisgtant,

Eﬁcl.
£~ Act
Envelope i
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

IN REPLY REFER QM 2‘93 A"C
Beanetraiph A,

May “8 1929

lirs. Mary Myers Branch,
701 Worth Olive 5t.,
Wellington, Kansus,

Dear Madam:

Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of
Congress approved March 2, 1929, entitled an Act "To enable the mothers
and widows of the deceased soldiers, sailors and marines of the American

forces now interred in the cemeteriss of Europe to make a pilgrimage to
these cemeteries”.

» ecor of this office show that vou are the widow of the
Second ﬁ’&zgenm R&fph % ﬁrzmcﬁ._ go. Y, I’QX‘GP iy Waoee remoins
&#d%0w interred in e S, diniel American Cemstory, Thiaucotrt, “eurthe

eL-ngalle, Frauce,

Will you please advise this office whether or not he is survived
by a mother who is entitled under the provisions of thes above quoted Act, to
make the pllgrimage, and 1f so, will you pleass furnish her full name and
address in order that action may be taken to extend an invitation to her to
maks the piigrimage. Both mothers and widows are entitled to make the pil-
grimags.

Your attention is particularly invited to Section 4 of the en-
closed Act, wnich defines the terms "mother" and "widow". If the relation-
ship is that of a stepmother, mother through adoption or a woman who stood
in loco parentis to the decedent, a statement as to her relationship is re-
quested. In case you have remarried it is alsoc requested that a statement to
that effect e madse.

For your reply, you may use the enclosed envelops which requires

no postage.
For The Quartermaster General,
Very truly yours,
JOHN T. HARRIS, y
2 inecls, ; ; Major, Q. M. Corps, i \
Act of Congress. Assistant.
Envelope.



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASMINGTON

IN REPLY REFER TO QM 293 A_C
Branch, Ralph A, May a’ 1929,

g Mrs, Flora Brench,
| 1810 Wellsely Ave.,
Wichita, Kensas,

% Dear Madam:

Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of
Congress approved March 2, 1929, entitled an Act "To enable the mothers
and widows of the deceased soldiers, sailors and marines of the American
forces now interred in the cemeteriss of Europe to make a pilgrimage to
these cemeteries".

The records of this office show that you are the mother of the

1at93s:congdLiau:E:agz'R§§£§.%. Brench, Co. M, 109th Inf,, whose remains are
now imterred in Lol American Ceus » Thimucourt, Meurthe-et-
ey : tory, s Meurthe-e

Will you please advise this office whether or not he is survived
by a widow who is entitled under the provisions of the above quoted Act, to
make the pilgrimage, and if so, will you please furnish her full nameg and
address in order that action may be taken to extend an invitation to her t¢
make the pllgrimage. Both mothers and widows are entitled to make the pil-

grimage .

In the event your son was survived by a widow who has since re-
married it is requested that a statement to that offect be made..

For your reply, you may uge the enclosed envelops which regquires

no postage.
For The Quartermaster General,
Very truly yours,

;
2 incls. |
Act of Congress. |
Envelope. JOHN T. HARRIS, 1\ j
Major, Q. M. Corps, dgf !
Assistant. 1
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/ Branch, Ralph A, 2nd Lt. 1233 X

Decsaber 17, 1530

Nrs. Flora Branch,

It ie gratifying to know that your trip was
: sud that the officers of the Army.
ﬁnmﬂ“mmi in conmestion with the
e rendered such mtmn and atnuaut awﬂn.

W w wonderfal -pme of mmtim and
considerstion shewn by the womem themselves,

T am mwwghito now that you were
plesnsed with the sppeerance of your son’s resting plece
“nitﬁ-hh h g g
you are assured that the 5t,
mmmpm perpetually meidtsined
in the same fine condition am.hmrm&mmw
will sentimue to be the sonstant effors of the Quartermaster
Gorps to make mmmurm in Burope fibbting
m;mnm heross who are buried in them,

&
Wi sincere appreciation of the sentiments you
e xpressed

arding the conduet of the pilgrimage, I am
{

f Sincerely yours,
gy
\ J. L. DeWITT,
(:i:;’,r”ﬂ Major General,
. The Quartermaster General,
mef

8
o a aai e S B



XXX A=M Jily 17, 1930. &
Branch, Relph 4, - 1833 1

ﬁ Mrs. Flora Bransh, 2
i 1015 West Harvey, -
k Weliington, Kansas,

Dear Madam:

Arrangements have been completed for your transportation
to New York City on your pilgrimage to the American Cemeteries in ,
Europe. One week before your departure the railroad ticket agent, ff
of the first road shown below, will deliver your railroad and 3
pullman ticket to you. Your route to New York will be as follows: 4

§ Leave Wellington GRIEP Train #18 8:20 AM  Auguet 15

| Arrive Chicage #12  7:50 AM " 1

i Ieave Chicago EB #10 10:30 AM - 28 ;
| Arrive Now York NYC flaz  3:50 PM i S
| {Gr, Cent. Sta.)

All railroad employees have been instructed by their }
officials to see that you are shown every courtesy and given assist- 0
ance, particularly at points where it is necessary to change cars.

Should you not receive your ticket six days before the
dﬁte shown for your departure please take up at once with the ticket
agent and if he does not have your ticket, telegraph this office,
collect, to that effect.

w

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours;

Captain, Q. M. Corps,

5

5 o

.

9

3

2 E’J

B

R. E. SHANNON, g
.}~

Agsistant. f
< 4

&

.

L o e i
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

iN rEPLY REFER To QM 293 A—C June 12, 1930

Sranch, Ralph 4, 1235~

- lire, flora Branch,
1015 Vest Harvey,
‘ollington, Kansas

Dear Madam:

Somewhat heavier clothing is required to be worn in
Europe than is necessary in the United States, in order to be
comfortable. During the summer in Europe it is cool during the
day and the nights are frequently chilly. Considerable rain is
usually encountered during this time,

In order that you may be comfortable at all times, re-
gardless of the condition of the weather, and may avoid missing
any of the sights or any part of the itinerary which has been
planned for you, the following suggestions are made.

The clothing which you will take with you should be
slightly heavier and warmer than you would normally wear in the
United States during the summer and should be strong and durable.
It is essential that you take with you the necessary equipment
to afford protection from the cold and dampness. Be sure to take
at least two pairs of comfortable shoes to provide a change in
the event your feet become wet, a pair of rubbers, an umbrella,
and a sweater or some warm wrap to be used should the weather be-
come uncomfortably cool. It is very desirable that, in addition
to the sweater, you have with you a full length coat of medium
weight for general wear.

The shortages of suitable facilities for laundry and
the frequency of the moves you will make while in Europe will make
it impracticable to secure as frequent gervice of this nature as
may be desired, You should therefore provide yourself with suffi-
cient Underwear, nightgowns, stockings and handkerchief's to meet Yyour
requirements should it be impossible to have your washing done more
frequently than once in two weeks.



If you will read carefully the suggestions made above,
and comply with them, it will add greatly to your comfort through-
out the trip and will assist the Government in carrying out success-
fully its plans for conducting the pilgrimage. This letter is being
sent to every mother and widow who has accepted the invitation sent
to her by the Government to visit the grave of her son or husband.

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

A. D. HUGHES,

Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Assistant.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

IN REPLY REEER.TO %fﬁg'f;&?.&?) M

Washington 81030 May 15, 1930

Mrs, Flors Branch,
"1015 West Harvey,
Wellington, Kensas,

Dear Madam:

The records of this office show that you have not
furnished the name of your Emergency Addressee as requested
in letter of instructions from this office.

It is requested that in the blank space below you
write the name and address of the person in the United States
whom you desire to be notified in case you become geriously
111 or other emergency arises while you are making the pilgrimage
to Europe authorized by the Act of Congress approved March 2,1929.

Name

wyAddress

' please f£ill in the above and mail it TODAY in the self-
addressed envelope which requires no postage.

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,
i

A. D. HUGHES,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,

Encl. Assistant.

Env.

)

W.—#,.

AN MR S TR IV

>R
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

in rePLY rErEr To QM 293 A-C
Branch, Ralph 4. 1233-H _
Vashington B~19 : May 10, 1930

Hrs. Flora Branch,
1015 West Harvey,
Wellington, Xansas

Dear Madam:

Requests for stop-overs on return from the pilgrimage to the
American cemeteries in Europe are being received by this office, in some
cases, too late to take action.

Transportation arrangements for the round-trip are made a month

before departure and requests for stop-overs on return must be in this
office at that time.

Stop-overs can not be allowed on the trip to New Yorkaor in
Europe, but may be allowed at any point on return from New York provided
there is no additional cost or, if there is, that it is paid in advance
by the pilgrim.

If you desire stop-overs at any point on return, please advise
this office AT ONCE as to the cities where you desire to stop and we will
be glad to arrange accordingly, or advise you if there is any additional
cost to bs paid by you. Send your request direct to this office and do
NOT include it with your passport application.

For The Quartermaster General,
Very truly yours,
R. E. SHANNOCH,

Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Assistant.

A
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

b
D

iN REPLY REFER To QM 293 A-C
Brﬂﬁ(ﬂ:. Rslrh 4, 1233 % Vsy 9, 1950,

Ers. #lors Braach,
1315 Teat Harvey,
Welllngton, Ransas,

Dear Madam:

The following instructions prepared by the Secretary of State
contain the necessary instructions to be followed by you in obtaining
the passport or travel document to be utilized in connection with your!,
pilgrimage to the cemeteries in Europe. Please read the directions 5 |
carefully and call in person upon the nearest Passport Agent or clerk '
of a Federal or State court having jurisdiction to naturalize aliens.
Pagsport Agencies are located in Boston, Chicago, New Orleans, New York
City, San Francisco and Seattle.  In large cities there are usually twoe
or more courts and at each county-seat a state court authorized to ac- ' ?

cept these passport applications.

When you make this call be sure ©o take with you the four
photographs called for in the instructions together with your invitation
as a means of identification. You should take with you to the passport
office at this time a friend who is an American citizen and who has
known you for several years. The passport Agent or clerk of the court
will mail your applicaticn to the Secretary of State in Washington, Dl Ci,
who will issue the passports and travel documente and will deliver them
to The Quartermaster General to be held by him until your arrival in

New York.

L i el e L L

The instructions prepared by the Secretary of State are as

follows:

vA mother or widow who owes allegiance to the United States
must apply to the Department of State for o Special Pilgrimage
Pagsport through a Pagsport Agent or through a clerk of a Federal
court or State court having jurisdiction to naturalize aliens and
on the form prescribed by that Department. When making applica-
tion, she should be accompained by a credible witness who is an
American citizen and who has known her for a period of two years
or more. With her application she should submit four photographs
on a light background and on thin paper not more than 3x3 inches

in size not less than 24x2% inches in size and such_documentary

A AR A AL L R PR Wi BN ST RN Ll 1 "W 4 OB S P Mk
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evidence of her American citizenship as she may have in her pos-
gession. In the absence of evidence of citizenship, her applica-
tion should be witnessed by a credible person residing in the
same community who is an American citizen, has known her for a
long period of time and is able to swear to the best of his or
her knowledge and belief that she is a citizen of the United
States.

"A mother or widow who does not owe allegiance to the United
States must apply to the Department of State for a Pilgrimage
Travel Document through a clerk of a Federal court or a State court
having jurisdiction to naturalize aliens or through a Passport
Agent upon the form of application prescribed for that purposs,
entitled APPLICATION FOR A PILGRIMAGE TRAVEL DOCUMENT, issued
under the Act of March 2, 1929, submitting therewith four photo-
graphs on a light background and on thin papsr not more than
3 x 3 inches in size and not less than 2% x 2% inches in size.
When making application she should be accompained by a credible
witness who has known her for a period of two years Or more.

"The Act of March 2, 1929, provides that no fee shall be
charged for the execution of an application for a passport or
travel document or for the issue of a passport or travel docu-
ment to a mother or widow making a pilgrimage to the cemeteries
of Europe in which deceased soldiers, gsailors, and marines of
the American forces are now interred.

"Special Pilgrimage Passports and Pilgrimage Travel Docu-
ments when issued by the Department of State will be forwarded
to the War Department.

"Applicants resident in Boston, Chicago, New Orleans, New
York City, San Francisco and Seattle should execute applica-
tions at the Passport Agencies in those cities."

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

A. D. HUGHES,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Assistant.

3
A
v
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

N REPLY REFER To QM 293 A-C
Branox:, Itl-tlpll Ae 1883 fg’l’ il 30’ 19%0

Mrs. Flera Branciy,
015 We Harvey,
wellington, Hansas.

Dear Madam:

This letter, which contains general information regarding the ,
pilgrimage to the cemeteries of Europe, is being sent to each mother and
widow who has expressed a desire to make the pilgrimage during the
calendar year 1930. The general plan for the conduct of the pilgrimage
ig shown in the Pilgrimage Regulations, a copy of which is enclosed here-
with. In addition to the information shown in the regulations, the
following explains in detail some of the most important things connected
with the pilgrimage.

Formal invitations are being extended to each mother and widow
who has expressed a desire to make the pilgrimage during 1930. In so
far as practicable, these invitations are being extended with a view to
keeping the women from each state together and the order in which the
invitations to the women from the several states are issued is based on a
drawing by lot which was held about one month ago. Inclosed with each
invitation is a card for acknowledgment and it is quite important that
you accept or decline this invitation promptly in order that the neces-
sary railroad, steamship and hotel reservations may be arranged. The
government will defray all the necessary expenses of the pilgrimage,
including railroad fare, hotel accemmodations, gteamship fare and all
other incidental expenses. It will not provide anything other than the
necessary expenses so that you should bring with you such funds as you
may desire to use for making small purchases and for other uses distinct-

ly of a personal nature.

Arrangements have been made with the American Railroad
Association which assures us the united support and cooperation of all of
the raifroads in the United States in handling the movenent to and from -
New York City.  The local ticket agent will secure your railroad and
sleeper ticket and will make the necessary pullman reservations. Beforq
your departure from your home we will mail you a check, sufficient to ‘
pay for your meals and other travelling expenses while enroute to New
York. Your railroad ticket will provide for a round trip from your home
to New York and upon arrival in New York the army officer in charge of
the New York office will collect the return irip stub and hold it until
your return to New York from Europe. ,

Upon arrival in New York, you will be met by an army officer

=
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and escorted to a first'oléss'hdtel whers reservawions haﬁb,hﬁbn.mada.
The duration of your stay in Mow York will be from 24 to 48 hours, At

the proper time, you will te esgorted to - the steamship upon whish passage -

has hoen engaged for Burope, All of thc women miking this trip will ke
provided with catia slass accommodations aboard shsamers which moans that
from two %o four will be yuartered in the same stateroom, If you have

- any friend that you would like. to. be quartercd with we will cn&aavor- to
arrange’ it if you will communicate with this office, . :

. The occan voyage will last abeut 8 days and whén tho ship docks
at Cherbtourg, France, each party will be met by officers especially
detailed for the purpose and taken in.a special train to Paris where
first elass hotel acconmolstions have been reserved, ‘The first day in
Paris will ke a day of rest), On the 24 day, -the viomen of each party
will place a wreath on the tomb of the Frensh unknown soldiecr, In the

afternoon there will be a rceéption in whizh the Frengh'war mothers,
govermment officials, and prominent sivilicas will participate. The
following morning the groups geing to-.the differcent cemeteries will -leave
Paris, travelling in motor busscs, .and proccei to the cometerics where
they will remain for about 7 days.. Twenty-five women will be assigned
%o each bus and an army officor will have charze of the bus, The.:
itineraries to and frém the cemcteries and the faily itincraries,while at
the cemeteries have keen varied so as to take ir.points of histoiical
interest as well as seme parts of the battlefielids wherc American troeps
Were engagead, Upon return to Paris, each party will reméin.$br about;
5 days and during this time ‘an opportunity will. be given to see the points
of historical intcrest in Paris and vieinity. Tus ontire duration ef.
your stay in Eurcpe will be 14 daya, cnd the itinbrarios.have been go
arrenged that cach day will te provifded for. Fxcep: in case of illness
or other unaveidable causc it will mot be possitle for any weman making
the pilgrimage.to remain in Europe for a longsr period thaen 14 48y s nor
to leave the party withAwhich,shelis travelling unless she is precpared to
pay all of her expenscs aftér lcaving the party sinec the Aet of Congress
.authorizipng the pilgrimage spocifically. states that the govegnmenﬁ;shall

not pay the expenses of any woman wbp‘willfully»leavos her partye,

: & ‘Upon return to the United States eack ship will be met in.New
York City My ermy officers who will gscort the mothcrs and widows, to :the
trains which will ‘take them home. . Refore leaving Now York each woman
will be previded with her rsturn failroad;tieketa a slceping ear tisket
ang funds to cover the cost of meals amd. other travelling eXpeNnsese
3 A4y .officers arc being use# as guides and escorts throsghout -
this entire movement and ¢are has been taken to melect officers who will.
see that proper care is taken 6f the women who are entrusted to theigm.
eharges Arrangements have becn made for taking care of womén who may
®6 taken sick during the pilgrimage and also to ‘care for the remains. ef-
4ny who may die and provision has bogn made for returning the remains of
any who may die to their homesa It is esscntial thot each woman making
the pilgrimage furnish The Quartcermaster General with an emcrgency address
“of some relative or friend to be notified in the event of an ‘emergeney,
Medical care will.be provided by civilian agencicse If such care is
needed in New York City it will ‘be furnished bty the hotal physicians or

> F !
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by local hospltals. Aboard ship, medlcal care vull be provided by the
ship?s doctors and in Paris arrangements have been made with the American
Hospital for. the hospitallzation and treatment of any . women who may need
ite In aclultmn to: thid, six doctors of the regular army mll ‘be on duty
thfoughout the pllgrlmage,, : 4 7

€3 s

r
i Baggaﬁe will be lm:l:bed to not to: exoeed ’cwo pleoes of hand taggage
and the articles 'ba,ken ‘should be such-as will'be requlred for a trip of
about one month. Launclry service can be obtaimed in New York amnd Paris.
Since the climate of Europe 1s ‘much colder than that of the United States,
each WOman should provide herself with sufficiemt warm cloth1ng to stand
the moto:c ius trip and the v1s.1'b to the cemetera.es. &

Since 1t is necessary for tha.s offlce to ma.ke a.ll reservations for
your accommodations throughout this pilerimage, it will be greatly appre~
ciated if you will make prompt reply to any commun:r.catlons received from
this offlce‘ P

For The Quartermaster General:

Very truly yours,

+ As D, HUGHES;
Can’caln, Q. M. Corps;
Assistant,
1 Enclosure,
Regulation,

30/994/ -3=

P et ok
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

e rEPLY rEFER To QM 293 A-C October 8, 1929,
Branch, Ralph A, 1233 M.

Mrs, Flora Branch,

1 West
lington, Kans.
Dear Madam:

The Act of Congress which provides for pilgrimages to cemeteries in
Europe by mothers and widows of members of the military or naval forces of the
United States who died in the military or naval service at any time between
April 5, 1917 and July 1, 1921, and whose remains are now interred in such ceme-
teries, all necessary expenses of which pilgrimages are to be paid by the United
States Government, reguires that the Secretary of War make an investigation and
submit the results of such investigation in a report to Congress not later than
December 15, 1929. The purpose of the investigation is to determine the total
number of mothers and widows entitled to make the pilgrimages, the number of
such mothers and widows who desire to make the pilgrimages, the number who desire
to make the pilgrimages during the calendar year 1930 and the probable cost of
the pilgrimages to be made.

In order that the report referred to may be made and plans completed
for conducting the pilgrimages, it is requested that you answer the following
questions by filling out the blanks left therefor and return the letter to this
office by return mail in the enclosed envelope which requires no postage.

1. Do you desire to make this pilgrimage if eligible? (Yes) (No)

2. Do you desire to make the pilgrimage
in the calendar year 19307 (Yes) (No)

3. Have you at any time made a previous visit
to the grave of the deceased member of the mili-
tary or naval forces in whom you are interested? (Yes) (No)

o

Age Health
(Poor)

4, Please give your age and state of health, 5% (Years) (Good)

English — (Yes) (No)

5. What language do you speak? Other language |
(Specify language spoken)

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

JOHN T. HARRIS,

Encl. .
Act Major, Q, M, Corps,
Envelope : Assistant,



WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL .;
WASHINGTOM ;!

e

:

IN REPLY REFER QM 293 A-C ' ' 3
A e May 88 1929. .

e R .

ltra, Mery Myers Branch,
701 Horth Olive L) T
Welllugton, Eansus,

Dear Madam:

Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of
Congress approved March 2, 1929, entitled an Act "To enable the mothers
and widows of the deceased soldiers, sailors and marines of the American
forces now interred in the cemeteries of Europe to make a pilgrimage to
these cemeteries”. 1

iEPs éGCOﬁg% e{ this office show that you are the widow of the B
Jat Secand e re Btph?k' w}. Och,iCO. M, 109th Inf,, whogse remeins

how interred in the diniel American ¢ " ot . 3 L
shtoaalle, Fronde. ° ceaetery, Thiauwcu v Hourthew

La’ % il g "SGR

Will you please advise this office whether or not he is survived
by a mother who is entitled under the provisions of the above quoted Act, to
make the pilgrimage, and if so, will you please furnish her full name and

address in order that action may be taken %o extend an invitation tc her to %
make the pilgrimage. Both mothers and widows are entitled to make the pil- i
grimage. :

Your attention is particularly invited to Section 4 of the en-
closed Act, which defines the terms "mother® and "widow". If the relation-
ghip is that of a stepmother, mother through adoption or a woman who stood
in loco parentis to the decedent, a gtatement as to her relationship is re- :
quested. In case you have remarried it is alsoc requested that a statement to

ct bé-made. :
that ef?z ‘bpada f

e

52
e Fotﬁyour reply, you may use the enclosed envelope which requires

no poataéz., P f
P> M, e . f
& ' /er/@ge Quartermaster General, ¥
?? Very truly yours, §

y v/ 3
P A JOHN T. HARRIS, 1) :

2 1?{5, P Major, Q. M. Corps, ' ¥
At of Congress. \ Assistant. ’
Envelope. :

Nl
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iN REPLY REFER TO QM 293 A‘C

= WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

May 1929.

28,

» Helph As

jirsy Flora Brauch,
1810 Wellessly ive.,
Wiochita, Kensaus,

Dear Madam:

Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of
Congress approved March 2, 1929, entitled an Act “To enable the mothers
and widows of the desceased soldiers, sailors and marines of the American
forces now interred in the cemeteries of Europe %o make a pilgrimage to
these cemeteries”.

The records of this office show that you are the mother of the

e Sesond Lievtensnt Relph A, Branch, Coe M; 100tk Ipf., whose rasins are
now imberred in the St, Mihiel American Cemstory, Thisucourt, Meuwrtho=ct=
lHoselle, Franoe,

Will you please advise thies office whether or not he is survived
by a widow who is entitled under the provisions of the above quoted Act, to
make the pilgrimage, and if so, will you please furnish her full name and
address in order that action may be taken to extend an invitation to her to
make the pilgrimage. Both mothers and widows are entitled to make the pil-
grimage.

In the event your son was survived by a widow who has since re-
married it is requested that a statement tc that effect be made.

For your reply, you may use the enclosed envelope which reqguires

no postage.
For The Quartermaster General,
= £ Very truly yours,
Lad /
2 @
;/f/‘:" <

2:§ncls ‘ a;T‘

«Act of Congrébs; \/

. Envelope. JOHN T. HARRIS, =

Major, Q. M. Corps, g}
Assistant. ¥



Branch Ralph ishburn b<

(Surname. ) '3 (Christian name in full.) (Army seral numt A \
.__.2nd Lt, L Co M 109th_Inf, |
(Rank and organization.)
State your relationship to the deceased /)/V? &%’/L
Do you desire the remains brought to the United States? _ ((\.'_/‘/U)
¢ or no.

If remains are brought to the United States, do you
wish them interred in a national cemctery? (Yes or no.)

If you desire the remains interred at the home of the deceased, give full informa-
tion below as to where they should be sent:

(Name of person to receive remains. ) (Expres< office.) (Telegraph office.)
o 2 ¥ o—r)

(Number and street.) w (City or town.) #
A é
APR 1 20 g?gl here) /3._-. L AL Y .

(Number and street or rural route. ) (Cxty, owny or post office.) "(Stz-i-te.) E
Read car y the letter accomganying this card. 3—6713

.

——






R e~ " 2el

QM 203 A-C
Branch, Ralph, A. Jan. 30, 1926.

Mrs. Flora Branch,
Wallington,
Kansas.

Doar Madzm:

The Cuartermaster General desires that recelpt be acknowledged of
your letter of January 22n4, 1925.

You ars informed that tha American Red Cross, Photographic Section,
wase engnzed in photographing the original gravns of owr scldler dead in Europe.
Howaver, thers funds bhecame exhnnsted before they completed the work of photo~-
graphing all the graves. The records shov that the case of your son was not
réached, rnrior to the discontimmance of their work.

: The remains of your son, the late 2nd Lisutenant Ralph A. Branch,
Company M, 109th Infantry, have been permanently buried in Grave 18, Row 13,
Block A, St. Mihiel American Cemetery, Thisucourt, Meurthe-et-Moselle, France .

It was negessary to abandon the American Military Cemetery at
Nevers, Nievre, where your son was formerly buried. His body, together w ith
nls comrades, were removed to the permanont American Cem story refaerred to
abeve, where the graves will be perpetually meaintained dy the Governmsnt in
a manner befitting the supreme sacrifice wmade by these heroes.

This of fice regrets that it is nnable to furnish you with a phote®
graph of the permanent resting place of your son, as there is no appropriation
by the Govermment for this mrpose. In the event, however, you desire one at
private expense, this office will instruct the Iuropean Office %o have &

commercial photographer maks one.

There is incloeed herewith & card giving the permesnent grave locatiém 1
of Licutenant Branch, which you no doudbt will be pleased to possess. ' ;

' Very truly yours,

/ 5 /"i \ t ;
a5 "'
R.P.HARBOLD T i
¢ p K /‘/- ;‘f [3 .Q(S}()z‘ L mbr, q.u- 0! . WPR 0&6.’
1 inel. = % Siseliacd Assistant.

Record card . \.




G.R.S, FORM NO. 16 Place Nevers

. Date June 16_1919
lU REPORT QF DISINTERMENT AND REBURIAL. i
\\:} iiema.ins of:

Name : Ralph A Branch Numbbrj: -

Rank : 2nd Lieut Organization:.Co M 109 Iﬁf :
Disinterment and Reburial made by Group Unit Detachment
Disinterred (Date) From: (Give Complete location)

June 13 1919 Grave B Americen E,F.
Cemetery 85 Mars-sur- Allier Nievre
Reburied (Date)  ing {Give complete location)i.g";"f’ 41 i
June 13 1919 Grave 583 American E,F,
Cemetery 395 ‘ Nevers Eievre

Report as to nature of original burial and cond.itiloh of body upon disinterment :

Buried in strong coffin body clothed badly decomposed,

Water coverd coffin.

¥as one identification tdz fousd upon the body? No question as to idenity,

Vhat other means of identification were found on the body?

Note :

If upon disinterment, effects are found upon bodies, they will be promptly
sent to the Btfects Depot direct, as is required by G. 0. 170, G.H. 2, 1918.,

after beinz carefully examined for clues to identity in doubtful cases, notation
whereof will be made and reported to Chief, G.R.5,

Supervised by:_é-ﬁb(a/l/u:[ «j \SC‘/"‘/J’O

S, S. D.:J\,.

gt Licut. - /
nit

Ea.». Group
ya




Wellington, Kansas
January 22, 1925

Re: Ralph Branch
Killed in action,
September 8, 1918
Mothexr:; Mrs., Flora Branch

© LT

Ceneterial Division,

Quezr texmastery General's Office,
Munitions Building,

Washington, D.C,

T

Peaxr Sirs:

1 have never received a photograph of my sons
aave in france, I understand that most of the parents or
oar relatives on the men who died in France have received
these photographs , I would like very much to have-one of

my sons grave, He is bur ied =mfxth® in the American Cenetry

at Nevere, France.

Ve Y
\nth

ANV

Please let me hear from you and if possible send —
me the photograph. o=
'f<§5 Very truly yours,
? [ )
N ?{Z;d4z/
cv W/a/ 7/\£’M .

Mrs., Flora Branch,
Wellington, Kensas




G.R.5. FORM #114-A. £ STATION__f___If‘_gx_-,z:_q.__J_li.!!;:ﬁ_:;_.ﬁ‘.z:msz!_e ___________________
To be prepared in triplicate,. . . DATE_PQEg;lggiggglg ________________

gc REPORT OF DISINTERMENT, PREPARATION, SHIPMENT AND REBURIAL OF BODY

DISINTERMENT COMPARATIVE REPORT =~ :

Records of G.R.S. Headquarters. Discrepancy found upon exhumation of body
Ii.-Name . ERANGH, *Ralph. A ~ = = = LOR, Nalleohg &8 - 8 Toniis lon s 2l doitn g
2 NOLEY, T e g e NG, o N e e R et R .
Sh Ramicss & szd._Lieut,_. ______________________________ Tewhahkatomurcs J08° Sl Al S T
4. 0rg.:. . Co.Me, 109th Inf, . 15. Org.

14‘0 (a) D-‘De

DDENh RO e e L DAD: e e LS Tt
6~C.D.VE£>Z&’ ﬁ912~ e (b)ﬁ.B.xpono

____________ e e ————— A

R i : Discrepancy found upon disinperment
7.8 CraveBNoREl S 224 S ISEC e s e Lo Orde NO e s Bech et
ot RN g a8 ko I, _ _______ RoWaal £ ar s
4 D

Stk s AREE e ks o =ty 17. Sihphpes - . U
18. Cemetery American Milae . ——oo-- '19. Commune or town ___ Neversies: 5 =00 5
20 2Depti- T Ok Counitys e Nievre. .. ... 2l CEpilwiey - - T S R
22. G.R.S. Hdqrs. Code No._,________73954_”______7 ___________________ o T S N e P G R N s :
23. Disinterred (Date)_ ___ Deco 16a 1921, By “,{_‘1;___59__'!‘_95‘}_@_!391&_9 ________________________ 1

24. Inscription on grave marker:

)

Name _ Branche Relphe A . ... Serial No. _ wee= . . ...

Beliler. ARAALdg, oo air bradie Con o . Organizajion  Coe Ms 109tk Infe . .
Gradlds i

25. Was identification disc found on grave G U On body? b ey

Signature Junior Technical Assistant
Thés Ac Paves

PREPARATION
26. What other means of identification were on body? (If no disc or other means of
identification on body, give desgq;pﬁiqn.ofWQody in detail). o

No effects founds Form 16~A accomlpished

e T e R S e e e e e e T L SL L L Ll Sl s S bt ht 2

27. Condition of body badly degemposed. Recognition impossible RS Ao 6
28. Nature of burial __officers uniform emd wooden bex, end burleps

29 Any discrepancy noted upon examination of body, as compared with G.R.S. records
quoted above? _ __rons e TSN ST el e e

31f<@§?ket gealed by ___ We Re Tormlimsen
7
& 7\@

nBignature of Embalmer, (Supervisor.
n,




“«

= Ui liR el 3
SHIPMENT. (8how actual marking of box.) Box No. Ce23684 _ __ 2o SHCEE

- . (oA N - LS B * E %0 RS
32. Designation of body:
Name __Relph As BRANCH . .. . . o P T S
Rank_________2nd Lieute  Organization _ Co.Me, JOSth Inf, . . ...
33. Congigned to: P Goabo : o = e
Name of Permanent Cemetery Stelihiel American Cty.if1233 Thiaucourt.M-et-M.. . . .
(".‘*' et - Gl J =4 S CCT :J ‘.\.'
34. Casket boxed and marked (Date) De¢e 16¢ 1923e By _Ws Re¢ Tomlinsons -
35. I hereby certify that all the foregoing operations were conducted and
accomplished under my immediate supervision and that the report above
is correct. B8 ¢ pscke .
Signature of G.R.S. Inspector_ _____ . % 5(,447 __________________
De Eo LoOWrye 18t6 Lte QMCe
B0 ROMATKA: = . . odrn gt =R et e e ot o ceaers SSRGS s i S SR R B Rl L :
GRS AR g
_Griginel Fremeh buriel plaque ead reburielz record. found ep body esteblishes.if
identitye 2nd Lis insignia feund on officers wifomm further edteblished the .
identitye
37. Shipped from point of Operation; (Date) DeCe 1€¢ 1921a _ . ..
To point of Concentration &gxggég__nigv_rgi__E;-_g;gg,,. ______________________________________________
(Name)
CONVOYOrSain st i o S e SilgnatturelShipping O e PR
38. Received at Railhead arn.Point.of Conecentration: “Pate & "=~ i e = =
By=0:R+S~TRepresentative —— == ————r———e—0 —— s st onaa e e
{1 A s
39. Shipped from Railhead or Point of Concentration: Date ____ ZLUL("\J‘Z{ _______
To Permanent Cemetery Ste Mihiel (123%) Thiaucourte M et Mo
: (Name )
Convoyer Ry Le -Helle = .o __Signature Shippingﬂpfficex‘{/u _____ i _ b ______ L~—4 _____________________
: 9 ﬁ ﬂ «ii N L y 9 \ W i .
40. Received: Date _ .. . - pi ______________ == T e e e -\
3 3 2 %
G.R.S. Representative ( 77 . "7 7 Jig Z4., (Ll ’ {:: ______ A LA L T e
41. Reinterred, June 28¢h,1922, SRS SRS
: (Date)
42, Grave NQs 18 el e el A ST EReT C S T i Sectiont. ot tee S el
43 . XBX8t Block Ae Row 13,




% AR o, S S e —— e

G- R. $. Form. No. 16-A Plnco‘ .......... Nevers, Nievre, F"’«nc"%
REPCRT OF DISINTERMENT AND REBURIAL ... seeuts. 1o0:..
1. REMAINS OF...Branch, Ralphs As SERIAL NUMBER.. . ®®wwewws
Rank. . 2nd Lts i ORGANIZATION. GO Nal 02 h 1921,
2. Disinterred (date): Dece 16the 1921 1:1'-“111 (give complete location) : Gr.224,
_..4mery Nile Cem, # 395. Neverse Nievre. France,
- By © Group e e S e S Uit Secy 4,
3. Reburied (date) : 3 In-(give complete location) :
June 28th, 1922, Gr 18, Row 13, Block &,
T e e e st ‘Casket and shipping cases
By CrOupT e et o e e e Nt e Naturetreburjal
4. Report as to nature of original bhurial and condition of bhody upon disinterment :
....0fficers uniform end burlap. Wooden boxs Badiy doco'mpo s8ds Recogiitien .
Ampessibles.. . : :
';).— (@) Ilentification tags : Buried with body 2..%® ______ __ On grave marker? Y®8 .
(6) Other means of identiﬁcatiou found upon disinterment, and general remarks :
e seffestastynnde ~ o - o o
6. What does examination of hody show asregards the following identilving items ?
(@) Height (actual measurement) . unable to determine
(6) Weight (‘eétill1at0(l) L Wpnar o e " 3
(O Aol e s e e N
(NI iy e o o el et L R s
Gliaracteristics ooz ™ ¥ "
(d) Hair on ECSColo = =HRRw .~ =
FOCANONS == = oW o = o
(¢) Permanent marks on hody (e'ﬁzld scars, peculiarities,
or missingparts). . none yigeble
99 23 24 25 26 27
(/) Wounds ormissing parts (received at time of casualty) GF2291201351401 80306800
| s GCa3oNot Cutslil€sl7.32,
nene vissble. MWBD: O MAD: 25526 e T N
= Djl];)][qe‘lil\ls:]”]n (‘1 )L/ . Approved: . D;E:Lo;';g £ =
Ws Re Tomlinsen. TAP (Titlc).,.l.s. iy "J"vCa

Reburial 9] . _
superyised hy.. . ,>/</ /@lw i _Approved : :‘“".. ; = =

H, Lo Kramer (_,14”(_)3.' Dewey, let Lte MCe



INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PROPER COMPLETION OF G. R. S. FORM N[ll. 16-A

Enter_ information, as noted below, on reverse side. of sheet rin' the-corresponding numbered
space. This form is supplemental to and is to be forwarded with G. R. S. Form t-a, reporting
reburial locations. To be usediin dndwer to ‘Question 26, Form 114, in case noandans of identification
on body.

1. Show soldier's name, serial number,rank and ogganization,and hy wohm disinterfed and reburied.

. Give date and accurate information as’to location from tvhich tife hod,\" ‘was disinterred
and t} 1e group and unit w hich madc disinterment.

=rh
. Give date and accurate 111101’111at10u as to location of reburial and the group and unit
\\'11101 made reburial, and how reburial was made—in casket, wooden hox, ecte.

4. State to what degree decomposition has progressed, whether recognition is possible, and how the
body was criginally buried—in a casket; box, burlap, etc. This statement should be as complete as
possible.

5. (@) State whether identification tags were found buried with body and on grave marker
Dby reporting ¢ Yes” or ‘““ No”

(b) State whether or not body appears to have been a hospital case. Were any identifying
articles found in o on body--or.grave? List any personal. effects, letters, money-order receipts,
and the like found on body or in grave. Give any and all information which it h thnu**ht might
he of use in identifying the body, other than that tabulated under Item No 6. Y.

6. Give all information as to body description and dental chart as nearly correctly as the
condition of the ‘hody will allow. Items (e¢) and (/) under the body description are very important
and shoudl be very complete. The dental chart is also very important rand should be filled in
with great care. There are 32 teeth to be accounted for, as shown by the numbers on the chart.
Beginning at the middle line in both upper and lower jaws, the teeth are ‘arranged symmetrically
on either side and classed as incisors (cutting teeth), cuspids or canines (tearing uw\tll), bicuspids
{chewing teeth), and molars (principal chewing teeth). An examination should bhe made and
findings charted to cover the following basic cenditions : Lost teeth, crowned teeth, bridge
work, fillings, caries (cavities of decay), dentures (plates), and any deformity of jwas found.

MISSING TEETH ... All teeth missing through plflvmus
e\txactmn (not those fractured or
displaced by recent wounds)should
be scratched out, thus :

-l TOOTH mnssme

)

v T

OROWNED TEETH . ... Block in solid the crown of tooth (label l coLD crownk&
> gold, porcelain, or gold atid poréelain),

thus : | ~
y s 1 \‘J:l,:) ~

GOLD ano PORC LA!N BRIDGE

PORCELAIN CROWN
OLD CROWN

BRIDGE WORK ... .......Blockin solid the crown of tooth (label
gold bridge,goldand porcelain bridge)
thus :
: SILVER FILLING GOLD FILLING
FILLINGS ... Draw filling on tooth accurately as GOLD FILLING Gc?cl)PDF'rlitlLr?SG
possible (block in and label gold,
. silver, cement), thus :
—CAVITY
; DECP}YED
TARIES (CAVITIES). ... Outline location and size ol cavity, I 20
shade in thus : -
DENTURES (PLATES) ... Draw diagram of relative size and shape of plate block in teeth attached and indicate
» retaining clasps on natural teeth with the word  clasp

e S T R SR ST,

5

AR T I : : e >
e éhoﬁr n}t_mé,c;f person supervising the disinterment and the name and iitle of the person
Aapproving same.
8. Show name of person supervising the reburial and fhe name and title of (he person approving
same.

a

~ 3\‘ 13&.\-.."5551 N -~ N
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COMPILATION OF DISPOSITION OF REMAINS DATA
LOCATION INDEX CARD:

G e

A "/233

(a) Nams BRANCH, Balph A..

(b) Rank 2znd Lieube..

e

Seiaa Wieh,

¢

‘}\&\\ '
)

U

c

-

Organization G0e.Me.109th Inf,

(d) Caise
9=8=18 __ of death... . _DWRIA. .

4

S )
{c) Date of deaih ..

\

) CKR, 842 \

it

™ N

N
‘\\ i
) TYP. _BMLY

v

Registration Card:-

%

{Check Reg. Card Inf.

against Ioo Ind. Inf.) \
v BB P Vmberirig (e )
(a) Grave No. .._.......5852 .. ﬁ .... PNEE e (Sect e

TYP, EML
(b) Emerg. Address Mrse. Fwa.*nz\anchz-(mthax.l,,, 1810 Wellsely Ave., Wichita,Kans.

Fil@s of soldiers dying from conrag;ouq ﬁzqeaveq

g e

o 1S

‘r: <& r
ke

NO..CARD.......) CKR, 4%

A.G.0. DISPOSITION CARD:

Date of receid

; Dt e =
[ 7L y o /V{,l 5 ’
(a) Name .ol A. ([ tlrrtpeh” (b) Rela110nsh T o R o £
3 g 5 9 7 (O £ (-~
(c) Address Tl M S J;;..,‘.W“U v, [l a.
{{d) ‘Remainst to- berbrought to U SL2 st g™ $ AT z S e
{(e) To be Interred in National Cemetery in U. S. at __—— - .
5 (& R SHppinR i aelGaCULOnNERIpoNN aRElva oL - BIq Ve TR, S, —————sie = S
7 \
; .......
- (g) Disposition ingtructions if not brought tc U.S,
=
ns g ST i SRSt - § o
(V5] :
) it 5/
2 Examiner’s Initials._.. .44/ ".Date.~-,_ Ees 6= S1920
Ea. A.G.0, CORRESPONDENCE shows communication from
SR e s e e = daftedic e SR LT e e O e
confirmed request in Par. IV, item.. ... __, abva. or requestlng thau
1) s // ) b / AT gt e
,‘ ‘_c' — Vi
{} Eaa oy - ah AT e T e e AT

VI'

T e e N SRR TR

/ .._.%m._1920

Examiner’s Initials.

G,BR.S. Files - Correspondence - shows ag follows:

{é%fi',r' 

Vd

—

IS
(a) Cancellation memos referred to?. 24

‘
S SR

A |

' % S ( :
Examiner’s Initials“/k/// ToiIEs Date,_J/

T

e L SIGTo)

A 2

COUNTRY FRANCE
G.R.S. Form #115
Amended April 6,

CEMETERY NO. .

CARDEZD

395

ey Rt V

s /37,
¢

SHEET NO ... .
1920 Make Form #114

KA

/
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G.R.S. Form #120 | JUL 21 1920

Shipping Inquiry. ' WAR DEPARTMENT
Ql:u?x’ensea) . OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF THE ARMY
AR ¥ : GRAVES 'REGISTRATION SERVICE 595--4 b

}\‘:\ WASHINGTON 4 M M
. a
%"RJM Chief, Graves Registration Service, Q.M.C. [>44: Zq/uLé47ﬁ
TO: Mrss dMary" Myers Bramnch, 701 N. OLlive ote’, Wellington, Kansas,

: R te s . , o O 3

SUBJECT: Remains of end DLieut, Ralph 4, Branch,. 0 er\ yfb e K

The records of this office show that you have r&quested that His body:

not expressed your wish as ©to dispositio . of

the remsains.

mmm If these are not the correct é%snruct1ons please correct them. Make
corrections on reverse side of this sheet.
The nearest relative may choose between, (1) return of the body to any
address in the United States; (2) interment in Arlington, Va., or any other National

o O
Cemetery; or (3) remain in Europe. , 5;%%

By authority of the Quartermaster General:
CHARLES C. PIERCE,"
Major, U.S.A.
If all blank spaces below are not filled out. it will necessitate a return
of this paper and a SERIOUS DELAY in the shipment of this body. State in each case
WHETHER these relatives are STILL LIVING. :

NAME OF NO. & STREET TOWN STATE
Soldie%%y%%éwr Mary Myers Branch, 701 north 0live Wellington Kan sas
1. -
Soldier’s Children 2. None

(Name oldest first) 4.

Father Not Living 5
living 1 i
Mother Flore Branch, 1810 ellesley Wichita Kanses
living. Robert Brench, Dallas _ Texas
P .
Brothers 3.

(Name oldest first)

,1'
5. None
Sisters 3.
(Name oldest first) 73} 3 v == :
' /) e /
Date August 1, 1920 Signature Yoo Moy (7 b //MW;//JAL
Address.. 191 north Blive Welllington, Kﬁgﬁﬁﬁonshlp widow /47/

IMPORTANT = CAREFULLY read instructions before filling out thls paper. féyﬁﬁ)

N

E



August 1, 1920.

I, the undersigned, am the ~WidOW . .. and nearest living relative of the within
(Relationship)

amed soldier, and desire the following disposition of his remains, viz:

Strike out all except the one showing the disposition desired).

kxxAgxstated o firatx pagerof xthisxaheetxxx

- Xxxmwm@cmmeuxvmxmmmmwmxxxmxxxmwmXxxxxm
®

(Name)
)DCXXDCCXAJQCKXXXDCKX)UCXXB?CCXXQQ(KA?QCKXXJLEXXAJGCKXX]DEEKX;CKXDDCXgEQDCK
(R.R. Station) (State)
B "EQQKXNﬁfiﬁﬁémCﬂﬁﬁbtery.

4. T@ r/ma1n<;gyEuﬂﬂpa,'for burial in a permanent Amerlcan Cemetery.

ij *f%“, 35/ 3’ Signature ~LA/° QA

2 S )

Mrs. Mary Myers Branch

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING OUT

1. if definite instruction as to the disposition of a body are not received from
the nearest relative within 2 weeks of its arrival at New York, burial will be made
without further notice in the World War Section of Arlington National Cemetery.

2. The transfer of bodies will be made ENTIRELY at Government expense.

8. This paper MUST BE SIGNED BY THE PERSON WHO IS THE NEXT of kin IN THE ORDER
ghown in the square on the other side of this shect.

4. This paper must be returned showing the name and address of each of the near-
esl living relatives in the spaces provided therefor on the other side of this sheet.

5. If there are minor chlldren of the deceased soldler and no widow, the LEGALLY

T Nm

this matter.

6. If YOU are not the nearest relative, please ask the nearest relative,

if living
near you, to fill out this paper.

S

7. If YOU are not the nearest living relative and do not know who or where the
earest relatives are, please fill out this papér AT ONCE and mail to this office.

8. You are requested to return this paper AT ONCE in order to avoid delay in
he case of this body.

9. Use the enclosed envelope - pay no postage,




G.R.S. Form #120
Shipping Inquiry. y WAR DEPARTMENT

a5 OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF THE ARMY ,
. GRAVES REGISTRATION SERVICE P8

WASHINGTON

- FROM: Chief, Graves Registration Safvice W
/870 W

TO: Mrs. Flora Branch,

SUBJECT: Remains of...2nd Liaut;: Ralph A, Branch ~-199H

~W

The records of this office show that you have requested that his

body be not returned to U, S, %Lﬂ,

Bist 2t Fn zuaf/& e

If these are not the correct instructions, please change them. Make
changes on reverse side of thie sheet.

The nearest living relative may choose between, (1) return of the body
to any address in the United States; (2) interment in Arlington Va., National
Cemetery; or (3) remain in France.

Noted on Foray RO0. 115
& , By authority of the Quartermaster General: Daieﬁ,__/ﬂif ______ /_2_' _____ s
’ CHARLzS C. PIERCE,

Colonel, U.S. Army

NAME OF NO. & STREET TOWN » y - STATE .
207 gt Yo lliorglea "z

Soldier’s Widow %W W\Uf'f 6/’)’?"‘5@4

Soldier’s Children . M
(Name oldest first) 2. / £

Father ' - T
PN

Mother &h 7. ?:/z’;’ /?‘
Brothers . /QM

ATLE g

Sister

290
Datem}w‘”’( j i(
/T4 &I)A % J=Relationship.. . W/" L

Address.__" T AT
Note:- Instrucago/na on the ieverse side of this sheetl snould bs carefully read

before filling out this paper, (OVER) rg

transfer of bodies will be mad;éh‘\
irely at goveroment expense,

n; Kansas, : 72! -

§

ent
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Y ' e

Higrss Graves Registravion Sexwhte

P : Quar termaster Corps ,f?-.-f'
American Expeditionary Eo?es i

B 14, 1919,

PO Hrs. Re As Bra.nch_, 425 H, Emporia Street &
SUBJECT; Lieubs R. 4. Branch, Co., M., 109th Inf ¥y

s - In reply to your Latt ,,' Boivol L here D er 1l6th, 1918,
in respect of place of buri f@bod named ofRcer, the Enformation that
has been received here stat ¢ body was interred in the
- American Cemetory at liars,

e This informati
in the field, but there is very little doubt that burial took place injthe .

cemetery above named. R

By direstion CHARLES O, PIEROE,

per MAURICE B. DIX,
Captain, American Red Cross,
Representative assigned to
Graves Registration Service.

has not as yet bsen confirmed by my officers




3 lead'uarte*s 1u7t lmf Lrgy
o Personnel, OL€3 --
Jamuery 2,(1v¢

™ " e T “~.«' A S § f a1 :
From; Personnel AgJuvant v 1&7th ITuzan 1;1’:/, American

Po: Cuief, “.aves Registration Service,

, 3 By n A
LeLwVa ,11, ane Lig Iy

ouwvject: Branch, Rainh A

e ew®

ercesnt _; - T ¢ Torm o) 17 ¢ e
: *13 :T,GAJ 6lph a.oranch, 1446707, formerly & member of
Ly S me e ~ B v - 3 ¢
lead uarters Comvany, 127Th luiantry, wes discha rgded to accept
& cormigion 1r the U.s.army and aseipgned to vhe 28th pivision

> ~ SN .
10T CuEbye

P

Zie ’rr*ear* Braneh die@ from wounds reéeived in &ction while
£ B ¥ .L-,A 2 v oD gy N et
with that division. HNo dfficial notice wus ever recéeived of his
death by this organigzation.

Rye o AR AR ¢ . S = S e o il
ranch Wwas co 11 1ed &S & £nd Liecutenant and

s t :LIL

nis discharge his service record was went to the Central
A
U

s Office, A.P.0. 902,
(f 42%’42;Zgz4:/L,

& J'-'HLAUN
Captain, Inf., U.,S.A,
Personnel Ad "'UT»—.Ilu
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' Hea@quarters 137th Infantry \T
Personnel 0ffice
Jamnery 2, 1919

Prom: Personnel Aajuvant, 137th Iurantry, Ameriean ¥, g

To: Cnief, Giaves Registration Serviee, A,e,u. VLTS Besmetrs

ouvject: Branch, Rairh 4.

1. Bergeant Ralph A,opranch, 1446767, formerly a member of
Head unarters Company, 12%7th iuiantry, was discharged to accept
a commision in the U,s.army and assigned to vne 28th pivision
for duty. '

2. Sergeant Branch died from wounds redeived in action while
with that division., No #fficial notice was ever received of his
death by thies organization.

Z. Sergeant Branch was comnmigsioned as & 2nd Lieutenant and
upon his discharge his service record was ®ent to the Central
nueoords Office, A.P.O. 908,

JeM, HIAUH
Oa"tain, I’lf. 9 U. S A.
Personnel Adjutant

3 lhva | "PEES N TR

paudde il UL SRR |




‘; FPEDINT 4XY PCICES
= . RS VJERVI w.S OF SUPPLY

. - CHIEF QUARTERIASTER, A.E.F
- 45 REGISTRATION SERVICE
3 December 3rd, 1918.

- :Chief, Graves Registration Servic
AP0 717’ Amorical'l E. F.

70 ¢t C.0Co . H§ 137 Inf.
SUBJZCT: Query as to Identification Tage
qe This office has received from

EFFECTS DEPOT,.
depuirication tag as followss
Mes:oe BRANCH 1446767 RALPH A,

Irm:Bgt Orgemization: 137 Inf,

o

that the wearer of

] in action. If so, will

us, as far as possible,

re Locativn Biaric, and fur

matioe availeble which

“15L the place of his

axd. Mdll same prompidy t
‘ w1tb "G*urq

] : please
aEeisc 32 to rL(D\ﬂJ status, by notatien
-
JHARLSS Co PLERCE
Bl gite (G0LCAG]. " Qe Or il iis






e

]1S'b‘. Indo

C.U.Company "M" 109th Infty.,4EF, Nov 23/18. To: American Bage- [
Hospital #780. Amer, B. H? >

1. Forwarded. Can you give any information in regard to thism

2. Have on inform’a'\_ion at this station in regard/to hig iiyea‘_th;
) " ' &0

2 : [/

S x i}:j/;—:j_ & AWEN _,"‘* gl L
¥ Horace ¥. Moble? [ |
Capts 109th lnfentry. |
Commanding. {
l' -

8

¥

|
|
J
|

A%
b

]

.
=
g
|
1



j =4 = lsto ‘Lnd..

CeUsCompany "W" 109¢h Infty.,alf, liov 25/18., To: asmerican Base
Hogspital #780. dmer. ie &'¥ ,

1. Porwarded. Can you give any information in regard-to this.

2. Have on information at this station in rogerd to his deaths

i

?"

)\ ks : torace Je loble.
IYED v Capte 109th Infantry.;
;//‘ | Comuanding. l

:

,ﬁ

1
e SR LWL ¥ § s 4 ; i ;
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VZ” ; W&bt&dupb¢ W‘/\/ CC’ 7N, /d&)'rb/
,Af gx /CII/Z/‘IA/W L’[’)’}% g?./g

W : yMW %/ MUW’%M . |

/’“"{ /Lr /L, / r%‘/‘% 1
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GRAVE L( ynTL’) N?B?ANK

LOCATION OF THE GR;\\"E OF
Branch ‘ Ralph A,
(swiname.) - (Number.) (l*ust, \d.’lhﬁ auu I.ﬂ.lf.:ll"l:l.sl) ....
..2nd Tieut, Co. M. 10Sth Inf, .
(Rank.) (Organization.)
DATE OF BURIAL. .. Sept o -Sth . .1018 SO oG 05 Sh G
PLACE OF BURIALMi.l,ita.pv. -Cemeterv .........

(Give Cemetery, Town and Depmtmenf) Map reference
must specify clearly W]mf map is used.

. Haspital - Centre~--~'--~-~'-~--i‘:_:~-'-\_i" .......
""'MarS“SU.‘I“'Alliel" .............. ..... 1
France Vs
GRAVE NUMBER.... LOt‘ ; B ..............................
HIOW, MAREED: Namo Paglin i s s e aroms? o v oot
Heddboardt:. . . iov: . .- Batfle €l Tonaris

IDENTIFICATION TAGS:

Two

If name unknown and tags missing;” "leseription and marks
should be given here: 5 i

_REPORTED mint,on J.Greene~Chaplain,

~

C&mfﬁn. A %.’.’. e, — U/\ ’1/)1 ........

(Swnng ¢ and Rank of Reporting Officer.)

This portion to be sent to Chief of Graves Reglstmhon Service.



CORRESPO" "WCE
G.R.S. Form No. 8: Centr. .ecords Liaison. 3T gr

nuary Lth,1919,

Memo For: G.R.S. representative, C.R.O.

SuBJECT : Information required for G.R.S.
I. Items checked are to be completed:
/-‘\\

( ) Surname: Branch Uit ’-’—";. :
( ) Number: #144676% et
( ) First name : Ralph &,
( ) Rank: 2nd Lieutenant
() Company: mm
( ) Organization 109th Inv a.ntry
() Date of death: 7/%//z
( ) Cause: Dleé of Wounds
( v) Place:

Location of hospital :

Number » »

Class » st
s Relative : ‘s, F Lt 13
( ) Relationship : f\\u'\‘» :
() Address: 1410 W ellaolle, Gin

W e ;i:*\‘{i._ 2 S
( V) AUlhOI’ity g P RAwA
Cablegram No :

Telegram from :

dated : :
( 4 Reported to Washington: 2 © 2
C.C. Nos:

(Underscore the ¢ official > C.C.) ;
(- ) Remarks : '
\/fresent Steb us | '







et S Dec. 18, 1919 |
,0ar¢ Yo | (l:t\:Sq 53y 3583
(4

sarch Seagt " on. Card:Dept.

+.R.5 Form Wo. 8-W; Gentral Records

s oh =
! Ly :} L Onf

DI

Memo For: g,R,s, representative, C,R,0,

Subject: Information required for G,R:S.

1. Items checked are to be completed:

Lieickee
Sprname « " Branch /
7<§m:§er: = =Ees
irst neme: : Ralph.n- =
nk\ 3 End Lleuto

3 / Co. N,
apany ¢ ; »
V/%:éanization: g 109th Inf.

» Bate of deathiiSsir p 19 )¢

ause : Luerenal 3

5
A iy g
T RO,
i

Place;
Location of hospital:

Number +=#._ § u

cr : s Fma_fa
mergency ad?ress {/9/ PN R

Wedital, [l
//ﬁglaiionshiﬁz A
1

A hority:}f St
eblegram iy € % o

: ¥
Telegram from: |

; 7}a§ed: = :

| Reported tc Washington: ; %

; C:C-NOS..

% (Underscore the "officiall (80 )

f Remarks ;

l

| CHARLES C. PTERCE,

j Colonel, Q.M,C,,U.S.A,

L‘ /< A

) NS-3404/MB

!!wrz‘j*:
\

|

\

|
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Form 1-A shows:

Cemetery # 395
Grave #583

- aumats Sl e

bai el AR



o aaNes S asaae LenC RN

S ddy o~

p \é},-

4 (
..Jﬁe File #1 -Zl 1% ?\ ,:.‘,T

oBeDe Ipm dos af aﬁh Rocoxds Licison.
lu.\...no FOI‘:‘ G‘.B -Sa __.I'CSCntr tl .T.)p C;Ruo‘p ;
SUBJOCE:  Imformation roguived for G.R.S. P 4

i s
1., Itomg chocked are to be complott,d' y J

rnane: ‘ \ > g‘
Nunbor: f ‘
First nemos: Ralph fe

‘; ol 2nd e Lte

Dy B Co 1M

“\&l‘ﬂw‘

e PIZC“LIOTL’ 1 09121 e
"tv of deathize a7 s ih) ol f
CoRses J RSk W“‘" =/ g’

(%
s et S et

AﬁTﬂﬂfsMﬂ-‘-—-
-‘s&

< e
) Plzce: ﬁ-:"' b g S
s i -»' ) N A

Twaber U il
#Class e

(()‘“Pula‘: s & -

£ ) 5 Wz

(37 -’f/o)/a“i{%
Jsuthoritys: :/’Zl

ﬁ-b-’u .L»" 1‘0'

() e ol’tso't ;sh* *to*x 2 &

8.0, i0S:

(Underscorc the "offici al“ ¢.C.)
Remarks:

Show present gtatu.» on reversc sides

g~
LY

GE/ROES C. PIGRCE,
Licut."COJ.OﬂOl, QQIE.C., UpSu‘An

Initials of RBarorter:




American Gty. No. 85
Reported by Ge R, S,

P W{—W‘““%ﬁp ,
Branth HIETET falph X

J 1
- ¥ ‘/’( % P d ? -/) : ; “rié ;
; oy | Nlrvn ferToew ,Z .
I/ ; o /’7’; 45 ‘

Hecelifta, Romaad

Mok, falgre Cou i3 ASfa




GRS Form 121a - Fille No, 14735

CEMETERIAL DIVISION

REGISTRATION SECTION i E '

——December 21, R B

MEMO FOR:
Cards Department, %) A

1,
,CASE OF':

Coe Me 109th Infe
ORGANIZATION (01d)

B;R_J}_HCH, B_leh. A.Q an. Lto.
(Neme )

Correction or additional data changes as shown below have been made on the Registra-
tion Card of the above-mentioned soldier and a corresponding change will be neces-
sary on the Organization Card: '

ORGANIZATION (New)

| FILE NO, : Date Place F-1A No,
SURN AVE orig. D
SERIAL NUMBER 1st,Reb.| 10/28/20 395 [p- 30058
FIRST NAME AND INITIALS | 2nd Reb. D-
RANK | , 3rd Reb, D-_

DATE OF DEATH

CAUSE OF DEATH

(Nofe: In the above spaces below double line fill in ONLY the new
date and data correcting previous information)

BY: Miss Lamnon

Carde,
(Department)

5 x 8 card was sent to file.

Corrections made
on Organization
File Card.:

sy AN,

5/3324 AML




ADDRESS REPLY TO WAR DEPARTMENT

=3 T LY X Division PURCHASE, STORAGE, AND TRAFFIC DIVISION
DIRECTOR OF STORAGE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF PURCHASE AND STORAGE

MunITIONS BUILDING

WASHINGTON

No:
From: S ST s Ry S ae R
Lol
Subject: . ; : LY A R



ﬁ j DEPARTMENT

42

|1

USIN

%o f

L ol &
b7~

14467

7
A4 & - 157

o

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $ 300







NS

REGIBTRATION BRAWCH I A4GLION TICKET

T0: Liowts Howtzol f
Licut. Hutchison \//
Licuts. LaPcrricre’
Tictte velters! |
Licuts Friis
Chid C£C1lerls- = " Régs Brench
Chict Clerk = As & Qs Divsa
Filc Clurk
Stenogrephex

¥

Rccoid
Rceordced
iakr

o)



ELGISTRATION BRALCH DIRECYION TICKET

16

Licut.e iloctzel

ity Hutehison

LICute aPcrricre

IEdibis el )

Lacutsl Brads

Chicf Clcrk~ Rugs Branch
Gl e ENCLamic =1 Au ¥a0 DI Ve
Filc &lcoik

Stenographoy

Rocord /
Reeorded ;
lieke Copy :
Cross Reforennc W
Cas

Borwerd Fapure: on
Hote end Rotum

For Informat ion

For Actica

For HWcécssary Reply
Bor Personzl Confermnen
Cei s heal taoe)




/

201, (Branch, Rede) 3rd Inde 1;

"/gﬁh

Central Records Office, AeGeDe, AePeO. #902, Ae}?..F., Decembe;“*‘g.z

1918, - To Commending Officer, Graves Regi stratlon Serv1ca,\ A.,%’.O.
F1L7e :

St

0 origiddls etter hereon
° RM Ao y anch.

s

JuAhLB BOOTHE,
Adjutant General.

Capte, AeGeDe, UeSels




201. (Braneh, R.Ao) Brd Inde

Central Regords Offige, Ae(eDe, AePals #‘90 y
19184 - To Gommanding Offiger, Graves
#7117

Adjutant Generals

By
Capbe, AeBeDe, UsSohe




2nd Td s
Ce®. Hie Hosp. Center APO 780, im. E,F., Dec. 4, 1918, To:Central
Records: 0Office, Bourges.

1. Porwarded.  Lieutenant R. A. Branch, Company M, 109th Infantry,
28th Division, died at Base Hospital No. 48, this Center, September
8tn 1918. ”he diagnosis was CGun Shot Jound perfor: tlao sacrum, in-,

tlnal ¢1°tu1ae xlth_aemnf?na y
| BsaRs e A o
) e Geo, A« Zkinner:
f Qij?;& Jﬁu, | Colonel, M. €.
E “);; \[{
Cra: "‘"\m..._, _‘J

REVIE E1p ?g

08P 88. |

e ———————"

4 ’1’;! el o ey

1% 97

o
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7 é;,wz)_

T0:- REGISTRATION BEANCH, G-R.S. File Nember ﬁ A7 BE
From:- %/?C Baties ;
Please furnish information as indicated below i ;gardm mw

mig SCENCH, . K

BNE 2 AT ORGaNIZ&TIoN Co

'' ———

| No. Question

b Do particulars of ':%éolﬁiarggiven CHaB. Ald Proz'izer names to be
1 above agree w7ith Records? printed in PLAIN BIQCK
IETTERS
vi”2 | Date of Death ‘@ O
o 3 | Cauge and place of death @ o
4 | -Shmbey e o ;
| - G /0§
B | Date buried | . /C{/z
W & | Grave lecation {5 Cen VE Ko T 8.

{a) Crmplete reccrd required
(b} Name of cemetery or ccmmmne | ZMA R CTY - #£85. MHARS,

nuly required {/V’/»é' Ve

T Who repirted burial?
% ‘ {7 cL/ WToN T EREEN £,
;) 8 Has report been confirmed by
G¢.R.8. G I‘/iﬁ/‘vﬂ/h’
2
g9 | Report ag to grave marker @ / Q
10 Report as toc identificatioh / b7 b éﬂﬁ:‘
: tags ./ @ > / A ten
4
11 | Who is nearest relativay (2’,’2) % ‘
N1z | mas i/R been wotifisd? :

(Give date)

13 Report the exact pesition of
your iaguiry on this case.
(Reply in a1l cases if no
information on record)

14 | imat is the photograph No.?




