AP YR AT W SO Qs e e
;: . 4 ?

) I ’ J0 The 4. G, 0 ’ _"“'. ¢

G.R.S. Form #114 B . P Rk PR
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B A e
NAME BALLASSEETASI M 7 Ll SERIAL No, %9457 N

'/':(F o Y A
RANK___’____________gp_]_._. _________________________ (RGANIZATION _ Co. A, 23rd Inf. ¥ fhg

I BIiSTONG T e

CTY. NAME NUMBER
67 Sect. 84 2
R i T R o e A A SV v PL6%~ ST
ik SW i
ORIGINAL BATTLE ARFA GRAVE LOCATION”Z SY (i) Semae—=ry i T S e Rl e
GRAVE COMMUNE D
COORDINATES Rheins 34 NE 285,50 T 265.75 B
CONCENTRATED To , 6/16/19 67,4 Sec 84 i e R
DATE GRAVE ROW PLOT
oo.....Meuse Argonne Cemetery =~ St )
CEMETERY CTY. NUMBER

Data concerning any identification found on remains when concentrated, such as
collar insignias, letters, broken bones, missing parts, etc.

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" P PR B 7 i
QATé/F DEATH é eV O 1767

Lo L S I&I‘I-EBQ.M_W!:U_QH_H_E___QAME___] ,/

data F-1. / 43
MEDALS OR DECORATIONS AWARDED, Sl e
BUBSEQUENTSREBIRTALE (A G T gaem it M T e L i NG, g / A
DATE GRAVE ROW PLOT CEMETERY
_____ DATE GRAVE  Row PLOT T

Meuse-PFgOHHQ"AMﬁrlﬁan_Cemetﬁry“$1232_ufnﬂ&gnﬁrﬁouﬁ:MQﬂiﬁ&MQQn¢mH WaELLL | it
CEMETERY
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GeReSe FORM 110.164 '. ‘ . Flace NEUFCHATEAU

Date &7, June 1919

REPORT OF DISINTERMINT AND REBURTAL:

Remedins of:

Nome pATLAS, Bli ' Humber: goagy
Ronk  Unkn orgenization:  Go.- L. zérd Inf.
Disintermcnt and Reburial made by Groups Unit:
Disinterred (Patc) . From: (Give comph‘cc locotion)
16, June 1919 Greves 58 BfA OTY. ST ETIENNE A ARNES, ARDENNES.

Mep 34 NE E 265.75 N 283,50

Rebuii cd  (Date) oy e A (Give corpleve location)
" o TR
16, June 1919 Grevei 67 Sec 84 Plot 2 i T
ARGONNE AMERICAN CEMETERY #123% / s L #
ROMAGNE, MEUSE.
Report as to nature of original burial ond condivion of body upon disinterrmont:
Burial gzood. Body buried in uniform and in normsl condition.
7as onc identification tag found upor the hody? ves
That other meang of identification were found uwpon the body? None
RMEDNg. D--zony ) A o 7
QNFI il Sy A B YA T
i e s
Note:

If upon disintement, effects arc found upon the bodics, thoy will bec prorptly
sentatol the, BEffccts Bepotidirect sasiis requarediby GO0 ST ZA NG H L Q) S8 1. GiligR
after being carefully examined for clues to ideatity in doubiful cases, notation
whercof will be mode and reported to Chief, grrﬁ'Pﬁegzﬁéz'@g'i}r{jgﬁ%n Services

X “0d Lieyt. OQMor AL
Suporvised by Lt. Tucker. CUs a

asw Ce0.Group Unit
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RIPT ke ) RORVIY | Rt § WAL WAR DEPARTMENT
A A 0 X aaanm W FFICE OF THE QUARTERUASTIR G
i it 3\ _ WASHINGTON

Vo e t DATE__8-20-51

-

NAME ' RANK SERTAL ORGANIZATION  DATE OF DEATH

Ballas, Eli Gpl's 49457 - Co. A, 23rd Inf. 10-3-18

. STATE : CTY. NO.1232 GRAVE 35 BOY 9 ° * BLOCK H

- Check relationship Living - Doceased
MOTHER : ST e e S 0) <
A 2 a . - 5 il ¢
. . L] — S ?
STERIOTHER=(For the : : i [Meleccegas
yeapsfrior to com- 3 g g S /'
ncement of service) @ : g : edaca,

| NAVE . AT ]

MOTHER JHKG ADOPTION - bt ol (o P
AND (Fops#fho year prior : : s LT LT
commoncement of J : ¢ ) s

ADIRESS service) :

°
N
i
X

. .o e ] { © A E
- i ; %7 i %) M o 2277
VOTHER"IN LOCO PARENTIS : : : 7
(BT the year prior to : : : PR
‘ommencement of service): : I :
WLDOW : : LG N .
H : H s ; |
(Who has not remarried) : : 1/ g Ko e
{ <

Veterans Buresu Claim Number G 146828 AT
29/156 ‘ V' o ffmmsmmessssesrenssmon,

3 ( ; ' J




293 C-R b

B INIREPly RErER 1o ML IO G WAR DEPARTMENT l

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

September 26, 1923.

; ' 2 i ;
lre. Steve Ballas, o 4///§i AR
531 61st Ave., iWest Allis, ) A ?Jﬁ_Lfﬁﬁ/’

Milwaukee, Wisce
Dear Sir:

The Quartermaster General désires you to be informed that the
permanent grave of Corporal Eli Ballas, Lo Ay23rd Infantry, is

Greve 35, Row 9, Block H, lleuse-Argome Amoricen Cemstery, Romagne-sous=
lMont faucon (Meuse), France.

This is one of the permuenemt American military cemeteries to be Fe
naintained by this Government in Europe, EBEach grave will be merked
by a headstone of white marble, of suitable design, with name, rank,
division, organization, date of soldier's death and State from which
he came, Headstones will be placed at all graves in connection with
the improvement work now in progress, as soon as possible and withous
“i*ing for special action or request on the part of relatives,

You are assured in effecting removal of the remeins, the utmost
_ care and reverence were exercised and more than willingly accorded by

those who performed this saered duty, The grave of the deceased will

be perpetually maintained by this Government in e manner befitting the
last resting place of our heroges,.

Very truly yours,

Assigtant,

23 /592 /ARK
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Ballas, . El4 494,53

(Surna (éhrisu’nn name in full.) (Army seri; 1ber. )
Pyvt. - Coi, A, 234 Inf,

(Rank and organization.)

State your relationship to the deceased

Do you desire the remains brought to the United States? .

(Yes or no.)

If remains are brought to the United States, do you
wish them interred in a national cemetery? (Yes or no.)

Ii you desire the remains interred at the home of the deceased, give full informa-
tion below as to where they should be sent:

(Name of person to rccvi\e_rvnm'ns.) (Express oflice.) (Telegraph office.)

(N umber and street.) (City or town.) . (State.)

(Sign here)

(N u;nber and street or rural route.) (City, town, or post ollice.) (State.)
Read carefully the letter accompanying this card. 3—6713
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Septearbar 26, 1923

lirs  Steva Baijlas,
3 bgl 61st Ay Qe west ..").1&159
lilwonkse, (/isce

Dear Sir:

oo T Qe ipraasier Gongrad ddaizan vo va dechuiexesd HEVaRET
peERAnRd  ENeVR Bf) . fronso. ’ b

This is one of the permenest American military cemeteries to be
neintained by this Government in Europe, Each grave will be marked
by a headstone of white marble, of suitable design, with name, rank,
division, organization, date of seldier's death and State from which
he came, Headstones will.be placed at all gravee in connection with
the imprevement work now in pragreds, as soon as possible and withoui
walting for spacial acfion or request on the part of relatives,

. You are asgured in offecting removal of the remains, the utmost
care gnd reverence worq exercised and more than willingly secorded dy
thase who performed this sacred duty. The grave of the decemsed will
be perpetuslly meintaijed by this Goverument in & manner defitting the
lest resting ploce of our horges,

Vary truly yours,

Hille  CHEA L

Ansistant,

RD
23 /592 /ARK



COMPILATION OF DISPOSITION OF REMAINS DATA

File #83814

I. Locatrox Ixpex CARD:

(a) Nome iBRammACMINRIE' ¢l L Sy e Ser. No. __ 49457 ;
P ) - 72 A TS.T. __DIM.A__-_
%) Rank .____ Pvie & e ST Orgé'ni/;ation C(_)!_A_,_23rd__Ir_1faI1‘tI‘y ______
CRR M7
(¢) Date of death ____lQ/_SZLLB_ ___________ (d) Cause of death _-_-_KJA ________
I1. RecisTrAaTION CARD.—(Check Reg., Card Inf. against Loc., Ind., Inf.):
(a) Grave No. __67 _______ RO ol el IR0t 2l Sec. _84' ______ TYP A

®) Emerg_ Address ___Stefe Ballas (_bro‘ther) 531 blst Ave. !We st Aliee

Thies,

IIT. F/iey/ bf/so}ﬂiefs gl,v].;{g f/("oqu cq{lt»;{gig/us/disp{as;!s Yahl e s CKR...73: : ,.E’:/{/’

¥ (‘* s F-2
A bt an AN FA S fE /
IV. A. G. O. DispositioN CARD: Date of receipt Lsguaaeee
(@) N oo (B) el atnonshipWeees. | T o7 S0 aNas 2 LS

(¢) Address ¥

(d) Remains to be brought to U. S.?

(¢) To be interred in National Cemetery in U. S. at

(a) Cancellation memos referred to? ;/.-.1.,3-."-:'.‘ ..........................................................................
Examiner’s Initigls ______________Z¥ #L Date ____m_-,‘_____,___,___‘_g‘f:_;;;_—__} 102 /f’
COUNTRY FRANCE CemETERY NO. oo ___ lZSZ:h@.Q...@A- SHERT No. tooeeo. 9{“’0 ______ . o \
. R. S. Form N»o. 115 to Forih 3 LA
i ‘Amended Apr.1 €, 1920 % 3—7729 Make OIQ%NG. 111.,

Y 724



VTR GEIRS S MHonmBNo i 4 a/d o P eemy 1920
(Y DedbyAameeRi L e, | v (i ;AChecked by st M sl oy ko 0" ! , 1920.
VIII. FiNaL AcTiON: |
cableMoni e SRR oL e e T , 1920

Following advice forwarded to Europe by

/ﬂc/twwzt/

IX. CORRECTIONS
CHANGE OF ADVICE. ! AcTiON TAKEN.
Desirestbodiahe a0 Bie Sl o A /ad <T IV | Ll AL T OGBSt T, o SEN AT P )
Body, toibetshipped ot WV /Wt kel i d S50t e’ NI E 0 BB o 0G0 MO S Lot 0L )




My,
‘II' "I" i

G.R.S. FORM #114-A. STATION. Ramasna.. Oonetors. {1288,

o SRS O

To be prepared in triplicate. DATE gtc_la*.lu“_lx

REPORT OF DISINTERMENT, PRLPARATION SHIPMENT AND REBURIAL*OF BOIQ.Y

DISINTERMENT COMPARATIVE REPORT / '
Records of G.R.S. Headquarters. Discrepancy found upon ekhumation of body
L. Nale, . g #3a6.  Bdgooomeeei e YL KNamol L T N 511 Wl o
2. No. SRR e o SR YR Dy NOLR s BT B 0 LA L iy LA L IOMBRTE
0y ATETAY S L i R ORI, | 0T s A 1 2f SR K 5 S 0 N il SR L S o S
NN W e ST T E e i T W L RCTRRN { MITE TRT RO L R e R TG R
4. Org. P 13. Org.
e PTG O of < BN 5 0 S U, TP e
&) DD NIV A At Mo T i ) Tha gt 4 LA () DD

Gt ord R R T 2 T o R
6INCED s a (b) D.B. lip disereponciag,

Discrepancy found upon disinterment
To, Crene Mos o v S 6/ Cr M - IR0 15. Grave No. S | ey

o7 7 B T A ST A G e i - s AN i E
SIRAIO ML o My 2 ROW, APt AR o TS AR ART G S il A Nl A2 ROW/ v gl o0 OB

. 2 ZJ vy o 11
SO L el G i ‘ 17. Bo digarepsncinge . ... .
18. Cemetery . Areonne --Aner. . ------ 19. Commune or Toown Rpagne=asug——---
20NN DD 0L G oL AN ;-zv,euse-— R LN G oy A rm;)}gtfmc'or ___________
225 YRS JyHAgrs MCode NG Ruariii il £ oS " el U™ L U L T ;
23, Diginterred (Date)  Oife- B JOR% = ' By . Jo Lo Balg o T

24, Inscription on grave marker:

25. Was identification disc found on grave marker

il " . S1gnature Jumor Technical Assistant

Le Bse AyOra
PREPARATION

26. What other means of identification were on body? (If‘ no disc or other means of
identification on body, give description of body in'detail). -
Tags agree with GRS yveoordes. (me old ring with red setiing f ounds 2vdd

27. Condition of body Badly decomposed; features not rece

28. Nature of burial . Siad Bol - AR RN ool i
29. Any discr‘epancy noted upon examination of body, as compared with G.R.S. records
dulotediabevie Pt - T e N AR N P e S A S BEIRY
30, Body prepared and placed in easket: Dat@ate Uy 192)....  By-ds. e HOky. ...
L. @agket sealed by i lesilii L I e TG TR T T N AT RO SN S R ARV )
. | Y é s - HEIY ’,/' v //
Signature of Embalmer, (Supervisor). Ay 4 cﬂ'{(fjff_;{{ ___________________
9.5, iu,zk,‘y



X C=8295
SHIPMENT. (Show actual marking of box.) Box No._n_n_i_h N, ik 1 b W T
3. Désignation of body:
Nemeftau: 111 {5 SRR LU b SR L) CY N0 D e el Seraa T NOLE e b el i SN IR 1
1 COoe » s ord Inf.
Ranki ot Ly AR S Oneantzatkionw s Ty i 50T S ST LTS e
';33§:Cohéigned to:
Argonne amer. Romagne-sous-liontfaucon,rlsdsd
Name of Permanent Cemetery = St LS B O R R L TS NTI G T ORI I
34. Casket boxed and marked (Date) Oetober 5, 1921 By, ./ J Wil WH el kag Ay I
35. I hereby certify that all the foregoing operations were conducted and
accomplished under my immediate supervisi;i and that the report above
is correct. Vf@) {Z m 57
Signature of G.R.S. Inspector Fo B. Danielwy, Capt. QMC,
36. Remarks _ i None 4.5 e, SRS SN A il 10 S RS
37. Sﬁipped from point of Operation: ' (Date) Octoher 5, 1921
To pbint of Concentration
Convoyer 'W. J.Royed
38. Received at Railhead or Point of Concentration:
punGpRisey Boprosenbative i T IMMD MR ShG.t ! UV R R RO A IR
39. SBhipped from Railhead or Point of Concentration: DA &', T L T ok SN D e
Mgt Tl Ut i S G MANORINEC boll, AR s Y ol S SN
(Name)
Convoy et e S I SeiNAT e 14T 1IN Signature Shipping Officer . _____
40. Received: Date g S0k ey SN O R i )
41. 135 Qot. 6, 1921
ow ¥ . 86 (Date) 4
425 Gravo NSRS VNI TR TR o el Rl L Section. 4k U0 NE
43. o E4QY - AN OB s Sl Aty SO RIS UMBREH C b L0 R e Y

Plot_ it A Eimdne, 107t R el R O

Dt ;—“t"_c_.« B

et

Jangs R



‘ ' Concentratione

G. R. S. Form. No. 1 6-A Place

REPORT OF DISINTERMENT AND REBURIAL  poo  octe.5, 29214

1. REMAINS OF................. BALLAS, E1i ‘SERIAL Numser...... . %9457

ROATY I e o ik AE DS B 1) R G N T AT O N e i S Cos 4o 23rd Inf,

2 Di_si;iterred (date) : : | ~ From (give completeslocation) :

3. Reburied (date) : In (give completellocat_ion) 3 , :
it 80 O BIRL (| G ARSR RO, 3 BT 0k Gy 135 |

By : Group.......Reburial S........ TR Lk (290 B T D, i :
y : Group 2l .S AUnl Namgﬁffilf?glémgé;g‘k‘é'f""""""""

sy !

4. Report as to nature of original burial and condition of body upon disinterment :

..Wooden box end burlep snd uniforms badly decamposed, features not recognizables

9. (a) Identification tags : Buried with body 2yt e On grayelimanker it et yese .. . .
() Other means of identification found upon disinterment, and generél remarks :

.Tags.agree. with.GeReSe. recordss. One. gold ring with red setting founde 747 wmnse

6. What does examination of body show as regards the following identifying items ? ¢ geth ev«enl and.

(@) Height (actual measurement) .. 1Fp0ssible to determine, Hoeulazs

(b) Weight (estimated).................f.‘?......,...........
(c) Hair—Color ... Q9o A by 11N SEIA TN gt

QUEntit dr. .. S BORAS a8l Y e ‘

Characteristics ..........o........ do

(d) Hair on face—Color ...............ccccc... T el S o SR
TGCALION e i LA e T R N T @ 1 H e

Quaniyyy St L7 AN L L8 C SR R R o

. () Permanent marks on body (old scars, peculiarities, or

T ATl LT R sl T e IR T VR B T )

22 23 24 25 28 21

(f) Wounds or missing parts (received at time of casualty)

- left shoulder blade and skull fractureds = -

T PO PO &
===l i 7

/

7. Disinterment / WA 1o 4 75
supervised by ... W 4\‘/”/’/(// ............................. Approved (7’7/#*{ XDl .. o
/ F.B.Daniels Capte Q.M.Co

(Tale).s........ oot PR T

8. Reburial i
supervised by IR o it s b AT Approyedf gzt hgan o CL A
X / Japmes \W. Younger
(Title). ... .80 Y QUG 77 .




COMPILATION OF DISPOSITION OF REMAINS DATA
" Pile #8384

I. LocaTion InpDEX CARD:

()" Natnes SIRATHR R REL W 11 G Ser. No. . 4945%. .
gicia-! ! (= M - TYPm.é--_-
(b) Rank _____ % ........ 4 ‘f-:---g Organization CO-A,erdIni_'an'_hl_'}_f _________
_______ 7o
(¢) Date of death _10/3[ 18 (d) Cause of death ______ x/ A :
II. Reerstration Carp.—(Check Reg., Card Inf. against Loc., Ind., Inf.):
(@) Grave No. __67 _______ T3 it - IP] ot/ e _2 .8 Sec. 84 _______ TY%%&L@Z}&

! q

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" e 831/
N E

III. E{Ie/ of/ so){liq{'s AyiAg ;’rox{l (-Ant/agiéu{ diéaa.&as/ ............................ CKR. /3- oy

IV. Information on which advice to Europe in letter of transmittal was based:

cablelon | NS . 1] wds g XL E SIS T | 2T , 192

V. Folloing adyvice forwarded to Eurppe by :
oS Y 920 letter of transmittal on ___________ 7/ = VZ/', 192 /
_____ %" io"&"-

VI¢ Rorm 115; forwarded to!G. R. S., Hoboken, N. J., oo Zis ey i , 192

VII. SUPPLEMENTARY REQUESTS.

Date of and source. Relationship and name. Desires. Action taken.
VIII Borm 116 received drom Gi RS HobokemslNe el Lo vl Ll ol oo DL NN B A Ll e, , 192

COUNTRY CaMuTHRY No. . SR T SEHBBI NG, Sl L 20

G. R. S. Form 115-A . o
August, 1920 3—8020

FRANGE 1232«000.084 9 ff
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Ballas, E1i, 49

Co A 23rd Iﬁf. %
TR

~

Buried 1 k119 Sm St Ttienne,
across stregt from gravel pit,
coordinancs, 283§.5 - 255 Map
pf Rethel, 1-50000

Burded by Chap C H Baranes
142nd Inf,




/ Rank Co
| Died
# /' Buried
Cemeterys “Battlefield trench buriels .
Commune of St.Etienne-a-Arnes
Grave No 53 Avery sketch No 16
Grave found unnumbered,should be No 53
as per skeuch i
How nmarked? OCross, _J {
If nane urmumberor% a,‘;nd ‘tarr
maru ,-gnd c% ’kgél

’ Goldier's No 4O45T &
Name Ballas, Eli -
, . ..sg &g 23 Q4(/

0 o0 o0

Signed~ @LC

, Group One. Um.'t



NEPARTMENT ' PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USd TO AVOID  °
WAR DEPARTMENT. : - \, BAYMENT OF POSTAGE, 8300
. —— et

Ll
.?‘:e, 8 ;.I.r Vi ¥ ¢
OFFICIAL BUSINES&
' POST OFFICE, NEW YORK, N. Y.
\\\, Returned to sender for the reason that
i service is suspended. There are no means
. i available for transmission of the article to
\ N destination.
\ N
\ = - ™
» J T pallas, \ U S
X A k ./ N N fi 7"'\
(b o Jre— 531 - 6lst Ave., M\\Y
W& ' R o N i
b i y ; West Alice., Russia. E

e ——
(



PENALTY FOR PRIVATE US3 TO AVOID

)" PAYMENT OF POSTAGE

|
!
| ™
| 3 : - 3 R
Mr. Steve Ballas, O
531 - 6lst Ave., : B\\ \\l’a'?‘ix
1 RO TN

West Alice, Russia.

oxtmaater,
TR . s



WAR DEPARTMENT. e
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WAR

DEPARTNENT

Office of the Qu'xr‘tﬂrrﬁust { GeneralARE the Army

@

FROM: 0.Q¢M.Co N
CEMETERIAL DIVISION
Munitions Building

v ng*on Room
B.R.S, Form 8-W.A.H ‘*Hm ’ %Qm Date  4/14/21.) Pgﬁ—-’m
Information requested of A.G.O. +.40 G\ | ‘

"ile No. Requisition li

Erom? The Quartermaster General, U. S. Army, (CLmeterial Division) (SPECIAL)

Mo The Adjutant General of the Army, 6th & B Sts.,N.W.,Washington, D.C.

oubject: Information required for EHRIBSY ‘.?7\

gt g e S
,Qlftf\](l:'m'l,lor‘

- of all information shown. : i
=g “Surname Ballas o7 ¢ , i

R e s

c. Berial Number 49457 5‘1;%.

d. Organization (o, 4, 23rd Inf. /)7’(

e. Rank =k, W G1A.

"-up»_r .

ESCRIPTION B "N
page #2 of the Service Record)

a. Age of enlistment

bl Collontolf "eyes

c., Color of hair

d. Height

e. Weighti? i

f Permneﬂt rr;lrk" and

phys:t &7 c‘t-c_“’ﬁc.c at
enlistment (Oif}fmctuns or brgak.))

H. L. ROGERS,
Quartermaghe? Ceneral, U.S.A,

Ge¥e BY: N j\k\\ /)
1232-56C ¢844 > 'L.m-m
AN qurF
’ i e Lleu‘t Q M.,
I.W, 1098 J

It is requested that the items chg;cked bef}ow ~@omnletad

\ -

Request

e X ‘//}
of death 10/3/18, &7

- Cause of death K/Ae gl
h. Authority (C.0.#) Cc # y07 (4C

i. Emergency Qddre%s ,j&)( M

I - 6/ ee
R“ld‘thY‘S}"lpW“’rW 2

jooe oS

DENTAL CHARTS

(See Physical report \?”
examination prior to enllsfment)

a. Strike out teeth missing

SETel6 75 wa R8N0 1 234 TS HistT g
upper right upper left

STTMGIES MARSHIS A 52
lower right

.45 gunrg
lower left

W‘l"-}‘v/ ()ﬁzfuiy /ZQ
.77 e

ey
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OWFICE OF THFE QUARTERIMASTER GENERAL
CEMETERIAL DIVISION
OVERSEAS PROJECT SUL-SECTION

GSP-SS
Form No. 1009

Harlow C,9e

AUE OF DECEASED SOLDIER CENETERY 0. DATE
Ballas, Eli, Pvis, 6/“/. 1232='0Ce84 = 9 4/14 /21,
SERTAL NUNBER ORCANTIZATION DATE OF DEATH
49457 Cos A, 23rd Inf, 10/3/18.4
( nal Axt.' ‘,} >
Y‘é“*ir"“Jedto  WAR RISK INSURANCE INFORMATION
Form 115 ;
Date DATE
SERSON NAMED ©Y SOLDIER TO EE DENEFICIARY OF INSURANCE RELATIONSHIP
ADDRESS

PERSON RECEIVING DEATH COMPENSATION RELATIONSHIP
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HMELO FOR¢
Cards Department .

1y
CASE OF:

Co. A, 23rd Inf,
ORGANIZATION (0ld)

BALLAS, 49457, B11,  pvs.
(Weme)

Correction or additional data changes as shown below have been made on the Registr: -
ed so

tion Card oi the above=-mcniion
on the Organization Card:

REANIZATION (New)

soldier and a corresponding change will be necespgLi:

FILE NO. Date Place Felh Nos
SURNALE qialen Dt
SERIAL NUMBER 1st Rebs D=
FIRST NAME AND INITIALS 2nd Rob. D~
RANK Cpl. 3rd Reb, ' D-

DATE COF DEATH
CAUSE OF DEATH

(Note: In the above spaces below double linc fill in ONLY the new
data and data correcting previous information)

BY; S. Nelson,

Investigation & Adjustmen t

(Department)
5 x 8 card was scnt to files

Corrections made
on Organization
File Card:
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WAR DEPARTMENT,
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, i -
WASHINGTON. WA R Y
9 19194 g 1)
g \ B,
e T D
A T & LiAh,
p g I 3‘;'*.
Mr. Steve Ballas, | TN &'.‘{‘M b o
531-618t Ave., T AT Ve
West Allis, Milwg.ukee‘,‘*‘Wisc. h

Dear Sir:

The War Department desires to ascertain the wishes of the families of officers, enlisted men, and
civilian employees regarding the permanent disposition of the bodies of those who have died overseas.

The original plan of the Department was to deliver the body in every case at the home address of the
deceased to the person legally entitled to dispose of the remains. A desire has been expressed, however,
in numerous instances to have the body remain abroad, and General Pershing is likely soon to enter into
negotiations with the French and Allied Governments with the view of establishing permanent cemeteries
for members of the American Expeditionary Forces. Marshal Petain in a most courteous letter has
informed General Pershing that “France would be happy and proud to retain the bodies of the American
victims who have fallen upon her soil.”

A bill is now before Congress for the establishment of “Fields of Honor” abroad, which will insure
future care by the United States Government as national cemeteries are now cared for. Burials have
been made heretofore in cemeteries of the Allied nations or at or near the battle field in land set apart
for this purpose as a cemetery, and religious services in accordance with the rites of the Protestant,
Catholic, or Hebrew faith have been held at the grave.

In case the remains of a deceased soldier are returned to the United States they will be interred
either at the former home of the deceased or at a national cemetery, according to the wishes of the one
authorized to direct the disposition of the remains, and all-expenses, including transportation, casket,
shipping case, flag, and the preparation of the remains for shipment, will be paid by the United States.
Hire of a hearse and other burial expenses incurred at the home of the deceased may be paid, on applica-
tion by the relatives, by the Bureau of War Risk Insurance, Treasury Department.

In order that the proper disposition of the remains may be made, and that such disposition be
directed by the person entitled to do so, the War Department will recognize the right to direct the dis-
position of remains in the following order:

In the case of an unmarried man—

(1) Father; (2) mother, if father is dead; (3) brother, if both parents are dead; (4) sister, if
both parents are dead and there are no brothers.

In the case of a married man—

(1) Wife; (2) parents or children and other relatives in order set forth above.

It is desired that the information indicated on the inclosed card be furnished concerning the person
named thereon at the earliest practicable date. If the card is received by some one not authorized to
direct the disposition to be made of the remains, please deliver this circular and the card to the person
who is entitled to do so. :

The Department is unable to state when it will be possible to begin the removal of the remains of
the soldiers, but the information requested is being ‘collected at this time in order that there may be no
delay when the time comes for such removal.

In returning the card please use the inclosed addressed penalty envelope, which requires no postage.

Very respectfully
86703 o { P. C. HaRrris,

The Adjutant General.



