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Flanders, Belgium. B.l.1/40,000.5heet 29~D-28~d=6-9¢5
asoort ag to noturce of coriginal Lurial cnd eonditioen of body upch %
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DATE .FEbruary 15, 1930,

NAME RANK SERTAT ORGANIZATION DATE OF DEATH
Ayk, Jack Pvte 2278223 Co. I-361st Inf, Nov, 4, 1918
STATE  ggalifornia CTY. NO. 12952 GRAVE 18 ROW 4 BLOCK g
Oheck relatlonshlp Living — Deceased C-/ad7 & e : SGn
c : 2 ~ e T
MOTHER AANAA  panes ] : o
P _.e_' 2 ok 2 ! . :/;):/f:- F TN -
STEPMOTHER (For the W kg 2 PR AN AR
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NAME F 2 : il
MOTHER THRU ADOPTION : H S ot ug,wpﬂpm/;’b
AND (For the year prior : : : 0of  r
to commencement of : : :\ e [l =
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MOTHLR IN I0CO PARENTIS : \ EAM s LA ’\’ 4
(For the year prior to : ¢f : : N i
corrmen“ement of service): 5 : % \
WID@/W : : -
V. (V‘H{o has not remarried) : : ¢
s e GO EEVO I WP e
"‘u{f‘ujmhn Ty \
Veterans Bureau Claim Number ’
29/156/ ﬁ- 3 | 3.3
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Hoveuber Zly l040e

t» Anthénluc ‘Jacobus Van Eyik,
/41heIninastyr 366,
mstoirdan, Netherlands,
Doay Hrs
The Quartermaster General desires you to be informed that the
permanent grave of Pyiwnte Jucl Ayk, Company I, O61at Infantyry, is
Orava 18, Row 4, Block B, Flupders Mold

T

,ri;ric;t-f?o“:faltrf faeroghen,
This is one of the permanent Americen nilitary cemeteries to be
maint&inEd by this Governnent in Eurer. Each grave ?ill be marked
by a headstcne of white marble, of suitable design, with name, ra?k,
givision, organization, date of soldier's death an@ State from which
he czme. Headstones will be placed at ell grayes an gonnection with
the improvement work now in prcgress, as soon 28 possible gnd without
waiting for special acton or request on the part of relatives,

You are assured in effecting removal of the remains, the utmost
care and reverence were oxerciced and wore than willingly accorded by
those who perforned 1hie sacrec duty. The grave of the deceased will

pe perpetually maintained by *his Government in a manner befitting the
last resting place of our heroes.

Very truly yours,

s O
R IQUIRHE \_~
Assistant, °© RD
_ﬁ) “Wrel
}/
e/

23 /668 /ARK
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GRS RO LT N O B2 Place W ., ghemn. Belgium
|~ REPORT OF DISINTERMENWT AND REBURIAL . = Jass 14, 19z
( 1.  REMAINS OF o ioiiny dECK. st SERIAL  NUMBER- S nael Al
| RURE G Al G ORGANIZATION . L ol Bawi 6180 ITw el =) el
2. Disinterred (date) IFrom (give complete location):
I ne 14, 1982 6r. 1565 Plot 4. Cem 1262

By GROUD LS e, T T R S R 28C. K. . MMJ? g N
3. Reburied (date) June 14,1922 = [, (uive complete location): Gr. 18 Rlet B Row
Flanders vield American Cemetery No. 1252 Waeregheg, Belgium,
In regulation metellic casket and shipping case. Bottle record
placed with body,. i ! _ ,

By : Group....- Reburigl - Unit Section Noe 2 gatureofreburial

4. Report as to navure of original hurial and condition of body upon disinterment :
lcoden! Box burlap and blunket,

badly decomposed fe&atures unreccgnizghle,

5. (a) Identification tags: Buried with hody ? Lye8. . ...0n grave marker 2. Y88

(&) Other means of identification found upon disinterment, and general remarks :

Body tuag checks,

6. What does examination of hody show as regards the following identifying items ?
« (@) Height (actual measurement) €8 timate 70 dinches

(f)) Weight (estimated) llii_[_?{: 28iple to ClUtLl.'f!.‘_.l]"ld
\ Black
(¢) Hair—Color ¢1
) congidereble
Quantity i

Characteristios §traight

; . : long vigible
() 1air on face —Color e

) nene
LLocation

) nova P
Quantity.
(e) Permuanent marks on body (old scars, peculiarvities,
. I
ormissing parts) . -0 - Nigdble

{

(/) Wounds or missing parts (received at time of casualty)

none visible

‘ - - ‘- ) A
7. Disinterment )y / ‘ ) AR e L‘\ :\--“H/ L N
Hll])Gl‘\’iS_’C‘(l ])\ A /g. /p‘f,-gt-—*"’f:'d ALY i\]l]]l'!\-\'{‘d_  of IR RCR A e ) NGRS B e
Eatle Follmer i /...‘,'— X 1Bl DEVIE
) (Title)., Lo Jufia, ol Co
8. Reburial \

. Ry _
Loyl A IR g oy
supervised by 7 ‘5i?‘1535*ﬁ>¢i:‘§g . Approved : 1f&ijj7<1-zijégzﬂﬂﬁl1‘6&:
" J. S, Pantelis éhg. Cleary 7
D MABUSEEREEE, (til>) Chaplain UsS,Army



Y

Ayk, Jack 2,278,223
- (Surname.) ' (Chrisl‘iun name in full.) (Army serial num
Puta..... Coo. L. 361st. Inf,

(Rank and organization.)

State your relationship to the deceased -

Do you desire the remains brought to the United States? .

(Yes or no.)

If remains are brought to the United States, do you
wish them interred in a national cemetery? (Yes or no.)

If you desire the remains interred at the home of the deceased, give full informa-
tion below as to where they should be sent:

(Name of person to recoive rema’ns.) (Express oflice.) (Telegraph oflice.)

(Number and strcet.) (City or town.) (State.)

(Sign here)

(Nu;nber and street or rural route.) (City, town, or post ollice.) (State.)
Read carefully the letter accompanying this card. 3—06713



£ H
égiPMENT. (Show actual marking of box.) BosaiN oM C=8 6L i 1™ o\ ) L2
i e
'32. Designation of body:
Name . ATRACK, s "R il St § O e Serial No._ _____ 2378223 8. L0
Railohi s ) s Organization _____CO. I 368t Infe
33. Consigned to: 2 : _ ; q .
&Iagderz Fiold imeris:n Cemetery #1252,
Name of Permanent Cemetery Jooroghen, Bolglmm, . 00000000
; TUna | Ok . z —
34. Casket boxed and marked (DateL_“ﬂ_Hfn%%)m4ﬁffi_"“_”By__;f:g:jfﬂ;}@ﬁ? ___________
Sy hefeby certify that all the foregoing operations were conducted and
acgomplished under my immediate supervision and that the report above
ig,/'correct. _ 3
! Signature of G.R.S. Inspector ___ . . A :
/! & S oL B T Dav Al SR ke e S0 i
36. Remarks SIS v, e LET R e, Bee e DT
IRGCTAF & Lo G (Dt N et el SRR S RO UL ) s L G I
37. Shipped from point of Operation: (Date}Jun"lé*lg“"‘ _________________________
To point of Concentration ST et o SN 6 AR L Sos (RD b
(Name)
(RO TR AR S AN o0t e . S b sSignatutefShippingdORitice eI
38. Received at Railhead or Point of Concentration:. Date, .. ... = ‘hewbngee 0
By GL RS e REDregen a1 vie et o s il N L S TR N T R e
39. shipped from Bailhead or 'Point qf Concentration: Dabte .0 4 . o ns see =
To Permanent Cemetery FKlanders iield: Amer.. Cem. 1252, Weereghem, --------
: (Name ) belgium,
Fonyoyeraenans o, e i b uals) o Signature Shipping Officer ( ) S Ax
Ue e GV1i8.s Hellala
40. Received: Date __.___ . ___ Jane 141 DRER e iepmagumperiu st g0 gl
G.R.S. Representative _""_“m"““"_“4&15;123g£;?ff5‘*“; ____ __ __________________________ ) e
ST J’odo Cl(‘:&«r;}-, Ch.{A-p ainu
41 Beinterred, . - JNROLYA CLOBB . o ¥ S N VY e S ) e
: Y (Date)
49 W Grayel Noj, B0 st R R N BEEUIORLL BTl e iy e T
A ol | j:'
A Plo{ ___________ e AR Row__ 4 £ :
EL
G.R.S. Representative 4%2?3:i:¢§¥%3f&f?:?&:2;ﬁ-
i seose. WeD, Glesry
, ' S chaplein,Ue.S, Army.
A1 i RS & |
.,ACUD,TED BY :

e i) '*7-‘1\_5



G.R.S. FORM #114-A. , STATION __J&ereghem, Belo-ium.

To be prepared in triplicate. : DATE, June 14, 19:%

nn;«OaT.Or D.SINTERMENT, PREPARATION, SHIPMENT AND REBURIAL OF BODY

DISINTERMENT " COMPARATIVE REPORT i z‘q)‘:’:) ;",f: R
Records of G.R.S. Headquarters. Dn\screba\ﬁ@:_&:f/oﬁndz;upon exhuma.tloh of body
1. Name AYKJACK _________________ (10. Name
SRS S VWO
3 Ramk”"‘to _________________________________ 12. Rank ..
4. Org Co I 3618t Info _________ e 3. org.
5. D.D.__ 1led4=28 14. (a] D.D. " . _________________________________
6. c.p. bW t\:(“b)DB tione i
Discrepancy found upon disinterment R L

- .
7. Grave No.;__]ff _____________ Sec._ .. ..........  -+18. - Grave No: .. - * Aléelc':-f.‘_‘.v_:. __________
8. Plot 4 A . Row __ .. 16. Plot Row ________
18. Cemetery _ AMBRICAN 19. Commune or town WAEREGHEM. .
20. Dept. or County ______ - BELGIWM | 21. Country
22. G.R.S. Hdqrs. Code No._ . 1282
23. Disinterred (Date)___‘_7_‘_‘_1_1_‘?___];‘3‘_____]:?,_‘_‘?., By MeCo Follmer . . .

24. Inscription on grave marker: '

Neme_ AYK, Jeck Serial'No. 4878228 o
Rank___EVi. L . Organization | C 0+ I, 3618t Inf,

25, Was identification disc found on grave marker? Yes On body? AYaaf"

Signature Jumor Technical Assistant

: : C.T. Brouwm *
PREPARATION

26. What other mesns of identification were on body? (If no disc or other means of
identification on body, give descriptlon of body in detail).,

¢ ST
Body tag checks . o
27, Condition of body ..._Badly decompoﬁ.‘éﬁ_,__f.e&xnrea__nnrecognizabla_, ______________
28. Nature of burial ... wWooden box, «9.5?.3;'?:2.&1{1@ blé:n}ﬁ‘?ﬁg_ eneemseesssasmeasaaaianeemmma

29.,Any dlecrepancy noted -upon examination of body, as compared with G R S. recorde
-'l,quoted above? .. SBHOIAG -rrnne e e

30. Budy prepared and placed in casket: Date. ~June 14, 19 2§ i.C. Follmer

31. ica,sket 80aled bY oo oo e Gg Fﬁl}l};.e_z:

_________________ /

&

. i Signature of Embalmer, (SHPB'TVW@I‘).‘_-._. Y, P tesetem L
e can® @ c ramer.

e —M
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G.({é‘u Form No.115 COUNTRY.. .. BELGIUM . 74

cemetery No. ...L2o2 . ... . - Sheet NoLbuana g N 0 A Ei e Nol' il a2 Ol Lk )

COMPILATION N/R REQUESTS

1. DATA COMPILATION

A. Location Index Card:-

(0 iName e AVl ETa Gy L ot SR Ser No. i 122780258 I8
M TY P A

(2) Rank _ EVTe Organization ..C0. I. 361st Infantry. . .) NN //

'l ) KR/ é;ﬁﬁ .
(3) Date of death T /AL S s Y eyt M e TR )
B. Registration Card:- (Check Reg. Card Inf. against Loc. Ind. Inf.)

(4) Cause of death ... .DWRIA.. . b i s i ey T P L A0

) 673
(5) Grave No. ..156 .. .. ROW ..m=m===.. NGy, I (Sl el ) CKRTjﬁmgé:h"

IT. FILES EXAMINATION

A. Files of soldiers dying from contagious Al naARen; RO C e U et #

B. A. G. 0. DISFOSITION CARD | Datia o £l mecal DERUIINEE S et R EE

b ) P S

(6) Relationship A A A A AP L AR L il s SN 7

) A am e PO T b e e O T
(8) Address
(9) Desires remains brought to U. §.7

(10( Desires remains brought to U. S. and interred in National
Cemetery at

(11) If brought back, what shipping instructions?

C. A, G. 0. CORRESPONDENCE Date of communication

(12) D es correspondence Change or qualify request as made on A.G.O. card?
If 80, specity 8uch infOrmMAVION. i

(13) A. G. 0. Files EXAMINED by O el s e (DR )t AR .

o (14) G R. 8§ Files - Correspondence. (Has reference been made to File No.
. L-‘/f" . 22 /1 4t i
Cancellation memos,? /¢¢-/ %57}, Does such correspondence, if con- . . £

taining request for disposition, reconcile with that of A. G. oMt o i d
. (Specify "Yes or "No".) If "No", give date of communication, the
name, address, and relationship and substance of request.

) tz >
., , !

7 / . ysls Lor )

# AR ot e e D, . < R s o e 0t e

o -

(35S B, HL lop BRAMINED BY Lo DLL TR Y vt (DoY0)

MDA 115 nanarl KSR
E f;ﬁfh.j.iiw! }. o L Ui MH l’l iﬁ.,M (over)

— WK | / 4 I )Q D




III. FINAL ACTION

A. MEMORANDUM to D. M. 0. in E. made (DatO) .

(16) Removal of Remains (within custody of G.R.S5.) 10

(17) Instructions that remains be left undisturbed ...

(1) STy Dy s BEMERNE Chiaclked Wby e et (el Sei(iDate ) o tie s “oe o0

B G R S E O RM N O 4 mad @ DAt )

({0 T D e di DyA e P e Che C K 6 A Dy e~ (Date)

C. SUSPENSION REMARKS:

- dotfon. 4 L R

s
A e
e

/&WQQ%Lv ,g(, AEEEL (t 1K¢L; ZZ¢¢L¢LLu;v

(Let. Trans. -N&. /.:v/ ............................................ )
> _f?\ (,0<V?V7’44ML2LL£/\CE éudu4/

2% f3 LA,)
i 7 %/ 3 iw’%éo’ 4(/1

D. Dispatched (Date) .

6{&::i;§jé -c44d¥/hJL A clvte Lo

Approved by

(Date)

L

h}tl R, (—}’\Uaa ; ’J,L (AR 2 oy //u’ ( ,? Wt fj
/g;%ﬂ = b éa (:Z b v 3

b ’/7 &7 y 249 Al Vi 0 i i d -
o V7 VD o gl U W s

L X

a,'l}/z(\) WMMW&&M%MM% M)
ot TS Ll mwinto st Oodlatirol i A itk
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COI/PILATION OF DISPOSITION OF REAAINS DaTa

I. LOCATION INDEX CaRD: File No. 55051

(a) Neme .. AYEK, Jack, D INaL K 28 goom e \

(b) Rank Pvte Orgenizution  Co. L. 361pt.Inf.

(¢) Dete of death. 11/4/18  desth FRNRTAN (AL T8, 4 .

O

II. REGTOTRATION CaRD.~{Check Reg.,Card Inf.ageinst Loc.Ind.Inf.): #s.

(2) Grave No. 155 . Row L IRAGEAA ) LA e vecte | mmm . Vi e s 0l :

g

(b) Emersz. Address%mc LU VM%
w. H {‘

Ui

C

.04 e g i ¥
ITT.Files of soldiers dying from contagious diSefsel.....-ec.coecec..ocrares T0H0 Some=ans

Cause of j o melt Jus

IV. Infermaticn on which advice to Furope in letter of transmitial was bused:

. s D : - o
s %Mfz.'/;}; a0, ISR S e ey )RR AL J/Z" ;)'Uf WA
Ay " R @,
-"QAMMMCCM"/%C« .....................................................

......................................................................................................

A=
T
V]

(cable Ol ¢ Moo Sl R Lot 7 :
(Letter of transmittel on /20152 2 .

ey e A ....;...‘...a..ﬂ‘.{.t.&{ ..... é-z

V. Fallowing advice forwarded to Zurope by

N ds 192

ViI. SUPPLEUENTARY REGUESTS
Date of Relationship

YiII. Form 115 received from G.n.0. Hobok en, W J oo comebsd . (LTI dUe ot BT e e

T SR T S - =T

s Belgiwn - QKT BRI REBR SHAET 40-






! HEADQUARTERS
AMERICAN G VES REGISTRATION SERVICE,
h 8, AVENUE D'IENA

File No. 293.9 Disp.(}sm-#1252.

From: Chief.

Q’.C.. IN EUROPE

PARIs April 28, 1921,

To: Quartermaster veneral, munitions Building, Washington, D.C,

Subject: Disposition of remains of Pvt, Jack Ayk, #2278223, Co. I,
361lst Inf,, Cem. #1252, Waereghem, Belgium,

l. Reference letter from your office dated December 3rd, 1920,
(File #1252 Reg.Sec.,Cem.Div.) to these Headquarters, wherein it was
directed that we communicate with the next of kin of the zbove deceaseqd

7

# 9!

P& — 015

P
(Fe

J

l1aJswen ‘papioosy

‘D W0 o “mg e

/50

soldier, you are advised that reply has been received from Mr. Anthonius
Jacobus Van Eyk, Wilhelminastr. 66, Amsterdam, The Netherlends, indicating
that he desires the body of his son to be left in France for final burial
in 2 permanent American cemetery.

2¢ There is enclosed herewith for your records copy of the letter
from this office to Mr. van Eyk, advising him that his wishes have been
made of record and will be complied withe

()Y Fosnfimrr)
H.,F. RBTHERS,
Colonel, Q.M.C.

—~



el TR\ o i e A g ¥ i :
oy B T Bl e B e s k87 ad A U
PN A 14, e v o -‘m et M gl

o Tl ) 1 # L k 3 L L | '

O TARIT LR i i

LR

i
v Pl )

R

. \b : - ) R
Y S0 B R "y { 1 s
-




LARTMENT
'TERMASTER GENERAL
i. DIVISION

TON, D, G,

BUSINESS

FENALTY FOR._PRIVATE LU QQT,,.,

™, S -
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ire. Frencins Ayk,

st #66,
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1252-21

In Answer Refer to File NO, eeeeee-eeen..- . ' .

03—06148
WAR DEPARTMENT,

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF THE ARMY,
WASHINGTON.

Aagust 31, 1920,

File No: 293.8 Reg.Sec., Cem,Div,
( AYK, Jack)

Mrs, Francine Ayk,
st #ee6,
Msterdam; Holland,

Doar Madam:

The American Government is undertaking to remove the
bodies of its soldiers who died in the late war to such places as
the relatives may desire, and accordingly you are requested to ad=
vise whether you wish the body of your son, the late Private Jack
Ayk, Company I, 36lst Infantry, United States -Army, to remain buried
in Belgium, in the care and custedy of the United States, or deliv-
ered to you for reburial in Holland, or returned to the United States
and placed in the Natioral Cemetery at Arlington, Virginia, where the
grave is assured constant care by the Americen Government, This Gov-
ernment bears all expense connected with the transfer- of the body,

Should you desire te have the body removed to Holland
for reburiel such transfer will be subject to the health regulations
and sanitation laws of Belgium end Holland and any intervening coun-
tries through which the body may have to pass en route, and should
the operations of such instirumentalities prevent the removel of the
body in the manner desired, it will remain'in the care and custody
of the American Graves Registration Service in Europe and will be
cared for under thé supervision of this Government.

Envelope for use in making reply is enclosed herewith,

The Department wishes to convey to you its assurance of
sympathy in your bereavement.

By authority of the Quartermaster General:
CHARLES C, PIERCE,

Major, U. 8, Army,
Chief, Cemeterial Division,

0SP:88
Cor. & Stat, Dept,

1 encl,






GRAV OCATION BLANK

: : U (,--"""j N
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4 Surname : (/’L\\j }

(

( ) Number: 2 f¥2 ]J

( oy First name : o o4 )

( ) Rank: .,

( ) Company: ./ r

() Organization ~%6lst Inf.
( ) Date of death: = 11-4-18

( ) Cause: w/e.

( ) Place:

Location of hospital :

Number »- »
Class » »
( ) Relative :
() Relationship :
() Address:

() Authority :
Cablegram No: 319 & 3561,

Telegram from :
dated :
() Reported to Washington :
C.C. Nos :

(Underscore the ‘‘ official ” C.C.
( Rel_'n]arks
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Buried nearStaden, Belgium.

Died of wound
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Ak, Jack (E.A. M ) 2,278,223

Pyt Cos I, 361 Infe. - : A
ded Deathfacords 1-5-@) ® j Lnt

WAR DEPARTMENT,
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
WASHINGTON.

Mrs. Francina Ayk,
Street Number, 66,
Amsterdam, Holland.

Dear Madams

The War Department desires to ascertain the wishes of the families of officers, enlisted men, and
,nghnn_employees regarding the permanent disposition of the bodies of those who have died overseas.
~~  The original plan of the Department was to deliver the body in every case at the home address of the

deceased to the person legally entitled to dispose of the remains. A desire has been expressed, however,
in numerous instances to have the body remain abroad, and General Pershing is likely soon to enter into

negotiations with the French and Allied Governments with’the view: of esta,bllshmg permanerit femeteties™

for members of the American Expeditionary Forces.. Marshal Petain in a most courteous letter has
informed General Pershing that “France would be happy and proud to retain the bodies of the American
victims who have fallen upon her soil.”

A bill is now before Congress for the establishment of “Fields of Honor” abroad, which will insure
future care by the United States Government as national cemeteries are now cared for. Burials have
been made heretofore in cemeteries of the Allied nations or at or near the battle field in land set apart
for this purpose as a cemetery, and religious services in accordance with the rites of the Protestant,

* Catholic, or Hebrew faith have been held at the grave.

In case the remains of a deceased soldier are returned to the United States they will be interred
either at the former home of the deceased or at a national cemetery, according to the wishes of the one
authorized to direct the disposition of the remains, and all expenses, including transportation, casket,
shipping case, flag, and the preparation of the remains for shipment, will be paid by the United States.
Hire of a hearse and other burial expenses incurred at the home of the deceased may be paid, on applica-
tion by the relatives, by the Bureau of War Risk Insurance, Treasury Department.

In order that the proper disposition of the remains may be made, and that such disposition be
directed by the person entitled to do so, the War Department will recognize the right to direct the dis-
position of remains in the following order: o ,

In the case of an unmarried man— e

(1) Father; (2) mother, if father is dead; (3) brother, if both parents are dead (4) slster, lf

both parents are dead and there are no brothers.

In the case of a married man—

(1) Wife; (2) parents or children and other relatives in order set forth above.

It is desired that the information indicated on the inclosed card be furnished concerning the person
named thereon at the earliest practicable date. If the card is received by some one not authorized to
direct the disposition to be made of the remains, please deliver this circular and the card to the person
who is entitled to do so.

The Department is unable to state when it will be possible to begin the removal of the remains of
the soldiers, but the information requested is being collected at this time in order that there may be no
delay when the time comes for such removal.

In returning the card please use the inclosed addressed penalty envelope, which requires no postage.
Very respectfully,
3o P. C. Harris,
' The Adjutant General.

oow

B  REQ'D RECORDS CR.A G0, JIL'16 W
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THE ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE,
WASHINGTON, D. C.
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WAR DEPARTMENT, Penalty for private use, $300.
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE.
OFFICIAL BUSINESS.
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WASHINGTON, D. C.

(Disposal of remains.)
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Mrse Francina AyK,
Street Number 66,
Amsterdam, Hollande

Dear Ms{r Department desires to ascertain the wishes of the families of officers, enlisted men, and
civilian employees regarding the permanent disposition of the bodies of those who have died oversess.

The original plan of the Department was to deliver the body in every case at the home address of the
deceased to the person legally entitled to dispose of the remains. A desire has been expressed, however,
in numerous instances to have the body remain abroad, and General Pershing is likely soon to enter into
negotiations with the French and Allied Governments with the view of establishing permanent cemeteries
for members of the American Expeditionary Forces. Marshal Petain in a most courteous letter has
informed General Pershing that “France would be happy and proud to retain the bodies of the American
victims who have fallen upon her soil.”

A bill is now before Congress for the establishment of “Fields of Honor” abroad, which will insure
future care by the United States Government as national cemeteries are now cared for. Burials have
been made heretofore in cemeteries of the Allied nations or at or near the battle field in land set apart
for this purpose as a cemetery, and religious services in accordance with the rites of the Protestant,
Catholic, or Hebrew faith have been held at the grave. *

In case the remains of a deceased soldier are wtumed to the United States they will be interred
either at the former home of the deceased or at a national cemetery, according to the wishes of the one
authorized to direct the disposition of the remains, and all expenses, including transportation, casket,
shipping case, flag, and the preparation of the remains for shipment, will be pald by the United States.
Hire of a heumc and other burial expenses incurred at the home of the deceased may be paid, on applica-
tion by the relatives, by the Bureau of War Risk Insurance, Treasury Department.

In order that the proper disposition of the remains may be made, and that such disposition be
directed by the person entitled to do so, the War Department will recognize the right to direct the dis-
position of remains in the following order:

In the case of an unmarried man—

(1) Father; (2) mother, if father is dead; (3) brother, if both parents are dead; (4) sister, if
both'parents are dead and there are no brothers.

In the case of a married man—

(1) Wife; (2) parents or children and other relatives in order set forth above.

It is desired that the information indicated on the inclosed card be furnished concerning the person
named thereon at the earliest practicable date. If the card is received by some one not authorized to
direct the disposition to be made of the remains, please deliver this circular and the card to the person
who is entitled to do so.

The Department is unable to state when it will be possible to begin the removal of the remains of
the soldiers, but the information requested is being collected at this time in order that there may be no
delay when the time comes for such removal.

In returning the card please use the inclosed addressed penalty envelope, which requires no postage.

Very respectfully
T | P. C. Hagris,

The Adjutant General.
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Not if ication of Grave Location.

." WAR_ DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
GRAVES REGISTRATION SERVICE

WASHINGTON, D:C. wm’b er 8, 1919
, ’ .

TO: - Mrs. Francina Aykg, ‘ QgA
‘ St. #66, Amsterdam,
Holland.

Case of: ppivate Jack Aykg2278223,
Company I, 361st Infantry.

Place of Burial: Diginterred and Reburied in
» Grave #1565, Plot A,
" American Military Cemetery, #1252,
' . Waereghem, West Flanders.
. 1)' . It would be 1likely to involve further delay if we ‘should writé
personal letters in each 8f the many cases b? notification of relatives

as to the Present resting places of their noble dead who glorify the nationjp
roll <t honer, C

ve cai.gg Will you tHorefo?e, pleas hAccept this letter as being the best

rave been’wau;? now? And will you also accept the gympathy gf those”who .

thousand orking h?f@ for many months,to render worthy service to tens o

‘ ® of sorrowing people, in the care of their dead?

prOpoii;ddrMany delays 'ih notification have resulted from our igncrance oi

info;ﬂ s esses, shortage of clerical personnel, incomplete and imperfect
ation, °rwﬁ°n°d°1iV6ri and return eof former letters.

4 -

cermhaby uTboubfafxds of bodies héve beeon transferred to largef gnd bet tér ‘
aufhori+?s, fgr.reasbns which were deemed imperative by the m}}ltary
thons e;}ea ! all the Allied Nations, and the great task of improving
;xer;isztfter%es is well under why, - ‘The most diligent care has been
thrcuoh‘ to lnsqfe accuracy, and this immense project is belng carried

g8 83 an unquestionable servicé to the friends of our dead.

5.- In serving you and otlsrs, we have boeh hamrered by conditions and
consequences of such & war as we hope may never involve our country again.

By authority of the Quaertermaster General.

CHARLES C. PIERCE,
Colonel, Q. M. Corps,

. Chief, Graves Registration Service.,
CCP/Jad/ :

NS/3315/LML
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: ® WAR DEPARTMENT
. OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
GRAVES RLGTSTRATION SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D, C.

G.R.S, )
SULLETIN ) INFORMAT, ; : D
NO.10-Cwtl ) -I?N_F?R_']IEE_FIEI}:NI—JS-OP: E)LR DEA
1. THE GRAVES REGISTRATION SERVICE,a branch of the Quértermaster Corps,

is the official crgenization of the War Department, cherged with the acquisition
and control 9f cemeteries in Europe and the marking gnﬁ preservation of all
graves, It is not prepared to give information on other subjects than the above.

£+ ,CIRCUSTANCES OF DEATH, The Gravos Registratign fhrvice does not re-
ceélve information relative cc the circumstances surrqund: ng the death of soldiers,
and inquiries under this heading should be addressed -ta ihe Chaplain or some other
officer of the organizatica in which the soldier was serving at the time of his
death, if the address is known. - N e

-4

—

person whom the soldier had previously rogistered aé jthie proper one to be addressed
-n case of casvalty. The great mass of information {Q bo. gathered, verified and

iransmitted, will generally dgecount for delays in nofification.

2. THE BXACT LOCATION OF A GRAVE is communicated, whenever possible, to the

4
LR

. CHANGES IN GRAVE LOGATICN have been made in a ffeat many instances since
the first notifications were sent to relatives, 1h93a't>anéfers of bodies have
teen undertaken, at the instance of the French Governiient, for the recovery of
land which has heretofore been used for graves, and 81sé in order that bodies may
o¢ better located and graves more properly cared for, All the allied govern-
zents have been engaged in this policy of concentration,

4

S, CHANGE OF ADDRESS on the part of nearest rela&i?es has caused the return
of thousands of letters of notification to this office by the postal authorities
We must be notified as to change of address or communication with relatives will
>e impoSsible, :

&, FLOWERS, FLAGS, ETC. We arc frequently askéd to place flowers, flags and
other gifts on individual graves, but such requests must be denied because of the
vide extent of our territory, and the impossibility of roaching so many buriel
nlaces under the difficult conditions which obtain., Efforts will be continued for
‘he beautifying of the places of our dead, and these are destined to be the most
attractive in Europe when all plans have been completeds .

7. CEIETERIES ARE MAINTAINED and care takers arec employed by the government,

“emmendable progress is reported as to the project of the government to make
aonorable the restinge~place of each one of its loyal dead.,

3, MONUMENTS, In order to prevent inequality in the treatment of graves,

Zrd for the further reason that the Government would eventually be obliged to
transport monumcnts with bodies to designated places of final burial, it is not’
a} present permitted to erect any permanent or private monument; all graves being
temporerily marked with a cross or the regulation headboard such as is used in
Ne+ional Cemeteries in the United States, No other markers can be authorized
until the final disposition of the dead has been made. Stone markers of appro-

115-3626~1/1B



.(Nb‘gf, Monuments, cont'd)

LAY ‘
* ‘ —6‘

~

priate design will probably be put in place by the Go?ernmen# and the advice of the
National Fine Arts Commission is now being sought with a view to securing the best
results. ' R

9. INSCRIPTIONS, The present inscriptions on grave markers have necessarily been
Taken Trom the burial reports submitted by Chaplains end others. Careful comparison
of these inscriptions is being made with the official rolls of The Adjutent General,’
and the permanent markers may be expected to conform to the eract spelling and other

data certified by that office as being official.

10,  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED AS INDICATED:

(a) PERSONAL EFFECTS, :
Chief, Effects Bureau, Hoboken, N. J.

Auditor for the War Department, Treesury Department,Washington,D &
(c¢) LIBERTY BONDS, . . . | x
) Director of Finance, Washington, D. C.

(d) WAR RISK INSURANCE, :
Chief, War Risk Insurance Bureau, Washington, D¢ Cs

11, _PHOTOGRAPHS OF GRAVES have been teken by & section of the American Red Cross
assigned to tho,staff of the Graves Registration Service and are being distributed,
without charge, to the nearest relativds of our dead. These will be sent, automati-
cally, without application, as each case is reached. Considering. the large number of
cases involved it will be understood that these photographS‘cannot be sent to any
other persons than the relatives of the deceased. '

12. RETURN OF BODIES from France to the United States. or their PERMANENT BURIAL IN
. FRANCE will be made in due time, a8 may be specifically requested by nearest rela~-
tive; which request should be addressed to The Adjutant General of the Army, Washing-
~ton, D.C.,who will issue proper instructions. Due announceWent will be made, but the
time cennot be hastened by appeals for priority, precedence, or favoritism in the
listing of claims, The final disposition of bodies will be considercd end executed

as an entire project, at such time as the vastness and difficulty of this almost in-
conceivable task may make possible. France desires this project to be deferred till
e future date because of sanitary and economic difficulties, and no final decision
has yet been reached in the diplomatic.exchangés which have been in progress.

outburst of their sorrow, experience has shown the same to be necessary, and our
people are asked to accept the sacrifice which they impose, in the belief that so
great and serious an enterprise will eventually be accomplished to the credit of th
government and os nearly as possible to the satisfaction of our people. :

13/ While some of these restrictions may seem unreasonable to friends in the first

By authority of the Quartermaster General:

CHARLES C. PIERCE,
~ Colonel, Q. M. Corps,
Ccp/alg . : ' Chief, Graves Registration Service,

NS-3626-2/MB | | | | ‘
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