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 TELEGRAM
The White House
m ”hinghm July 1, 1940

Claude A. Barnett A

American Negro Exposition Authority 9,f
3507 South Parkway »37
Chicago, Illinois

The following telegram from the President is to be read in
connection with the opening of the American Negro Exposition on
July fourth:

"It gives me great pleasure to send cordial greetings to
you and through you %o &«ll who ara participating in the opening of
the American Negro Exposition in Chicago.

50
"The steady progress of our Negro citizens during the wt(F

three-quarters of & century that have elapsed since their emancipation
emphagize what can be accomplished by freec men in a free country. e
Moreover, their achievements in art, lotters, science and public ‘pﬂ"”
service possible during a trief seveaty-five years of freedom should
give all Americans renewed determination to marshal all of our
strength to maintain and defend and perpetuats our priceless heritage
of free institutions.

*In extending my greetings may 1 express coufident hops
that a race that has achleved so much in so few years may go forwurd
to ever nobler things in the generations aheed.

FRANKLIN D, HOOSEVELT®

STEPHEN S4ARLY
Sgeretary to the Presiceant
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TELEGRAM = il
OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES T L .
Claude A. Barnett e =

3507 South Parkway
Chicago Illinois P’
X

The President will press a button July fourth

one oclock PM EST to open American Negro Exposition. Also will
send you in advance telegraphic greetings fror President to be

read on opening program.

STEPHEN EARLY
Secretary to the President



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 1, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, RODIER & MR. LONG
MISS LeHAND
STEPHEN EARLY

The President has agreed to press
& button on July fourth at 1:100 P.M,, E.S.T.
to signal the opening in Chicago of the
American Negro Exposition., Costs of the
wire, ete. will be paid by the Exposition
officials as agreed to by Claude A. Barnett,
3507 South Parkway, Chicego.

Please see that the necessary arrange-
ments are made, and that the wire, with the
tel ph key for the President to press,
is placed beside the President's seat at
the luncheon table in the dining room of
his Hyde Park home -- the big house.

S.T.E.



THE WHITE HOUSE %{L

WASHINGTON
July 1, 1940.

The President hes to preas
. button o:.lur tmt:.-“{loo Peile, E.8,T,
to signal the ongo of the
Ameriocan Negro tion, Costs of the
wire, eto. will be paid by the ition
officiele eo to by Clsude A, Barnett,
1507 South ¥, Chioago.

Please see that the necsasary arrange-
ments m-d and that the wire, with the
mrmidmtopma.
is » muo the President's seat at
the lungheon table in the dining room of
his Hyde Perk home -- the big house.

SeTe Ry
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June 25, 1940

Dear Mr. Barmett:

Plesse accept my thanks for your letter of June
twenty-second, oalling attention to the opening of the
Ameriocan Negro Exposition at the Coliseum in Chicago,
July fourth next, at 2:00 P.M. I note your desire to
have the President participate in these exercises by
opening the Exposition with the pressing of a button and
perhaps making a brief radio address.

The stress of foreign relations which you mention
in your letter has not lessened and I am afraid there will
be ne relief of the very great tension under which the
President must perform his duties these days.

I need hardly assure you that the President has
& very deep interest in the success of the American Negro
Exposition and I am sure it will give him great plessure

to open the Exposition by pressing a button,

May I explain to you, however, in striot confidence,
that the President probably will be in Hyde Park on that day.
Quite frankly, this office has no funds available from which
to defray expenses for the necessary telegraphic arrangements.
If the Exposition desires to underwrite the expenses, 1 think
it will be possible to arrange with the President to press
the button.

Very sincerely yours,

STEPHEN EARLY
Secretary to the President

Mr. Claude 4, Barnett,

Amerioan Negro Exposition,

3632 South Parkway,

Chicago, Illinois,. WDHery

.
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June 25, 1940

Dear Nr. Barnett:

Please accept my thanks for your letter of June
twenty-second, calling attention to the opening of the
American Negro Exposition at the Coliseum in Chicago,
July fourth next, at 200 P, I note your desire to
have the President participate in these exerocises by
opening the Exposition with the pressing of a button and
perhaps making a brief radio address.

The stress of foreign relations which you mention
in your letter has not lessened and I am afraid there will
be no reliefl of the very great tension under which the
President must perform his duties these days.

I need hardly assure you that the President has
a very deep interest in the suocess of the Amerioan Negro
Exposition end I am sure it will give him great plessure

to open the Exposition by pressing a button.

May I explain to you, however, in striot confidence,
that the President probably will be in Hyde Park on that day.
Quite frankly, this office has no funds available from which
to defray expenses for the nocessary telegraphioc arrengements.
Ir the Exposition desires to underwrite the expenses, I think
it will be possible to arrange with the President to press
the button.

Very sincerely yours,

STEPHEN EARLY
Secretary to the President

Mr. Claude 4, Barnett,

Amerioan Negro Exposition,
3632 South Parkway,

Chioago, Illinois. WhHery



June 24, 1940
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SENATOR NICHOLAS HUBBARD

MOUNT PULASK)

SENATOR A, L. MAROVITZ
CHiCAGO

SENATOR WILLIAM A. WALLACE

CHICAGO

BENATOR EARL B, SEARCY
SPRINGFIELD

SENATOR A, P, BENSON
BATAVIA

REPF, AUGUST C. GRERE
PRORIA

REF, WILLIAM J, WARFIELD
CuicAso

SACHNETANY

EXPOSITION AUTHORITY
2633 BO. FPARKWAY
CHICAGO, ILL.
TELEFHONE. KENWOOD 7800

MEMUERS OF BOARD

TRUMAN K. GIBSON, JR
EXECUTIVE DINECTOR

JAMES W, WASHINGTON
PRESIDENT

AL W, WILLIAMS
SECAETARY-TREASUNER

CLAUDE A, BARNETT
ROBERT BISHOPF

AMERICAN NEGRO EXPOSITION

CHICAGO COLISEUM —JULY 4 TO SEPT. 2
SPONSORED BY

STATE OF ILLINOIS o

REP, ANDY O'NEILL
v/ SPRINGFIELD

REP, C. J, JENKINS

Cuicaan

WAUKEGAN
MAJOR R. A. BYRD
SPRINGFIELD
REV, A. A, CRIM

CANBONDALE

AFRA-MERICAN EMANCIPATION EXPOSITION COMMISSION
CHicago

GOVERNOR HENRY HORNER. CHAIRMAN
HON. WENDELL E. GREEN, ViCE CHAIRMAN

June 22, 1940

¥r. Stephen T. Early
The White House
Washingten, D. C.

Dear Mr. Early:

Permit me te call your attentien
again te the epening ef the American Negre Expe-
sition at the Celiseum in Chicage, July 4th at
2 P. M.

As you know it is our hope that
the stress of foreign relations may have eased
enfficiently te msermit resident Reosevelt teo open
the exposition by pressing a butten, and that,
perhaps, he might use the occasion to make a brief
radio address, = il

Our program can be adjusted even 1if
his decision is made at the last moment, and T hope
you may have an oppertunity te bring the matter te

his attention.
ncerely yo!
) s {-

aude A. Barnett,
Expositlion Autherity,
American Negre Expeosition.

CAB:hg

REP, LOUIS G, BERMAN
1CAGO

DR, E. M, A, CHANDLER

DR, M. O. BOUSFIELD






