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My dear Mr. Ambassador:
PFermit me to thank you for your letter of
Janunary 35 transmitiing some suggestions on the

international situation offered by Count

Wladimir
i'Ormesson sbica I have read with great interess.

I hope that you and Madame Claundel are in

réuembhrances.

Very sinecerely yours,

His Excellency

Paul Clau&ei,*ﬁ‘

4, Avenue Hoche,

Parig, (VIII), France.




THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 20, 1939.
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I return

erewith a letter with enclosures to

o -~
ent from Mr. Paul Clgudel, former French
Ambassedor in Washington, together with a draft
lch the Pregident asked me to prepare,

ery| sincerely yours,

Under vecretary

Enclosures:

1. Letter to the
President, with en-
closures.

2. Draft reply.

} s

Mr, Williem D. Hassett,

T

The White House.




Iy dear Mr. Hagsgett:
I return herewith a letber with enclosures to the

President from Mr. Paul Claudel, former French Ambeossador

in Washington, together with a draft reply which “the Prectjent

=

asked me to Prepare,

Very sincerely yours,

Jnclosure:
Letter to the
President y with
cnclosurcs;
Draft Reply,

Hasgett,




ppment of State

TO

2/18
Letter drafted - - / ]

ADDRESSED TO

Mr. Williém D. Hassett

5, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 17, 1839,

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE UNDERSECRETARY OF STATEX A

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE.

F. D, R

Letter from Hom. Paul Claudel , Ambassauor
of Frunce, A, AveTHs Hoche, Peris (VITTh,
France, 1/25/39, with sttecned note which
nas been sent to the Ambagsador by one of the
most notable newsps writers of France,
Count Wledimir d!'Ormesson, an editor on the
Figaro staff. Translationsg also sent to State.

Copy of translations retained far our tiles.




[Translation]

4, Avenue Hoche,
Paris (VIII), France,
January 25, 1939.

His Excellency
President Franklin Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D, C.
Mr, President:
Encouraged by the good willl you have always shown me,
I take the liberty to transmit to you and commend to your

gtudy a note which has been sent to me by one of the most

notable newspaper writers of France, Count Wliadimir

d'Ormesson, an editor on the Figaro staff.
Please acecept, Mr, President, the sssurances of my

regards and devotilon,

(S) Paul Claudel

Ambasssdor of France,




[Transletion]

The weak point of our military forces lies essen-
tiglly - and almost exclusively - in the alr. Now, 1f it
is exset that in six months our production of alrplenes
will amount to 300 to 350 per month and that England for
her part will exceed that figure, the two countries will
begin, at that time, to dispose of an air force which,
gt111 without equaling (due to the delay, but old planes
have a rapild depreciation) that of our posslble adver-
saries, would nevertheless enable us to face them and
would correct, consequently, the defectuous side of our
present situation,

Moreover, the German economy, like the Itallan, glves
menilfest signs of exhsustlion, Now thils mightAncite the
dictatorships to risk everything while they still have a
margin of superiority in the domain of the alr.

The problem being thus stated - and it seems that we

are justified in stating it thus - 1ts solution, for us,

consists therefore first of all in gaining time.

Gaining time, that means hindering the adversary,
putting sprags in his wheels, preventing him, by any and
all means, fromproceeding to acts of desperation.

It was doubtless these tactics which lnsplired Mr.
Chamberlain's journey to Rome, and it succeeded, for the

English




English Prime Minister succeeded 1n binding I1 Duce by
precise obligations to peace. But such obligations
qulckly expire. At the present time, promises are good
for a short period only. What we have to do, then, is
to bring about a succession, with a rather rapld rhythm,
of what one might call "peasce traps", in order to paralyze,
by a series of initiatives, the decislons, perhaps irre-
parable, of the dictators,

Now, in this respect, a powerful auxiliary exists,
both in Germany and in Italy: public opinion. There is
no doubt (the September crisis proved this) that the
masses of the German, as well as of the Italian, people
fear war, and are restraining, rather than exciting, theilr
leaders. The latter feel this and know this, The tactics
consist therefore in bringing pressure indirectly on thils
public opinion which exists without power to manifest 1t-

self, by hindering, with respect thereto, the action of the

dictators themselves,

Hence I wonder whether, in order to attaln these

various objectives (which besides are one and the same),
best

the/method would not be to suggest to President Roosevelt

that he take the initiative of convoking as soon as pos-

sible, at Washington, under his personal chairmanshlp, a

multilatersl conference, to which the principasl European

States
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States would be invited, the purpose of which conference

would be to study the means of tying up a limitation of

armaments with economic agreements (great "international™

works, etec).

Of course, there 1s small likelihood of agrriving at
any concrete result of any kind, But we would in this
way galn a few months - (the real purpose to be obtained) -
and it seems that i1t would be more difficult for the
dictators suddenly to provoke a serious erisis in Europe
while thelr representatives were in discussions in
Washington in direct contzct with the President of the
United States,

That would, moreover, put them in an extremely deli-

cate position with the Americans and that would be not the

least of the advantages of the arrangement.

It will be objJected that Hitler as well as Mussolini
will at once suspect the plot and will politely decline
the invitation.

Everything would depend, in this connection, on the
manner in which that invitation was presented and offered.....
It would be necessary that the proposal of President
Roosevelt - addressed in identical terms to all the States -

be couched in such broad and generous, in a word, in such

humgn terms, that 1t would create a veriltable psychological

shock
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shoek in the masses, and it would have to be sccompanied
here snd over there by such a combination of publicity,
broadecasting, etc. - that 1ts appeal would be in a manner
irresistible....

Tt would doubtless not be lmpossible to secure formal
support of 1t by the Pope.

The dictators would, under those conditions, hesitate
to evade the issue, But if they did, it would be neces-
sary that President Roosevelt insist. And even 1f in the
face of such insistence the dilctators, on one pretext or
another, rejected the suggestion, their personal position
would thereby be weakened in their countriles, for they

would thus have given evidence, before their own public

opinion, of their unwillingness and consequently betrayed

their evil purposes.

But Mr. Roosevelt should be approsched very promptly.

Madimir 4d'Ormesson

January 23, 1939.

TR :FGH: TML




[ Translation]

4, Avenue Hoche,
Paris (VIII), France,
January 26, 1939,

His Excellency

President Franklin Roosevelt,
The White House,

Washington, . C,

by, President:

Encoursged by the good will you have always shown me,

I toke the liberty to transmit to you and commend to your
study a note which has been sent to me by one of the most
notable newspaper writers of Frence, Count Wiadlimlr
d'Ormesson, an editor on the Flgaro atafl.

Flease aceept, NMr. President, the assursnces of my

regards and devotion.

{(8) Paul Claudel

Ambassador of France,

TR PGH : THL




LTranslation]

The weak point of ouwr military forces lieg essen-

tislly -~ and almoat exclusively - iIn the nir, Wow, 1f 1t

is exae® that In six monthe our production of ailrplenes
will amownt to 300 to 350 per month and that England for
her part will exceed that figure, the two countries will
beglin, at that %ime, %o dlspose of sn alr foroe which,
8211l without equaling (due to the delay, but old planes
have a rapld depreciation) that of our possible adver-
ssrles, would neverthelese enable us to fmee them and
would correct, consequently, the defectuous side of our
present situation,

doreover, the German economy, like the Italian, gives
manifest signs of exhsustion, Now this mightAneite the
dictatorships to risk everything while they still have
mergin of superiority in the domain of the nir.

The problem being thus stated - and it seemsg that we
are Justified in 8tating 1t thus -~ 1ts solution, for us,
conalsts therefore first of 211 in gaining time.

Galning time, thet mesns hindering the adversary,
putting spregs in his wheels, preventing him, by any snd
ell means, fromfroceeding to acts of desperation.

It wae doubtless these tactlice which inspired Wr.
Chemberlain's Journey to Home, and 1t succeeded, for the

English
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English Prime Minigter succeeded in binding Il Duce by

precise obligaklons %o pesce, But such obligatlons

quickly expire. Al the present time, promlses are good

for a short periocd ohly. What we have to do, then, is
to bring about a successlon, with a rether rapld rhythm,
of what one might eall "peace traps', in order to parslyze,
by a series of initlatlives, the decisiouns, perheps irre-
parable, of ibe dletators,

How, in this respecl, & powerfnl suxiliary exiats,
both An Germeny and in Italy: public opinion, There is
no doubt (the September crisis proved this) that the
mmeses of the Gernan, as well as of the Itallien, psople
fear war, and ere restraining, rather than execiting, their
leaders, _The latter feel this and koow this, The tactics
conslast Therefore in bringing pressure indirectly on this
publie opinlon whigh exisgts without power to manifest it~
sell, by hlpderipg, with respect thereto, the sction of the
dletators themgelves,

Henge I wonder whether, in order to attain these
vmr%ow: ohjJectives (which besldes are one and the saume),

2
Shﬁ/m2$naﬁ would not be to suggeet to President Roogeveltl
that be teke the Initistive of convoking as goon as pda~
sible, alb Usshington, under his personal chalrmsnship, a
miltilateral conference, teo which the principel Europesn

tatea
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States would be invited, the purposs of which confersnce

works, ete),

Of coursde, there is small llkelihood of arriving at
any conorete result of any kind., But we would in this
way @ain a few months - (the real purpose to be obtained) -
andd A% sesms that 1% would be more Aiffienlt for the
dlectators suddenly to praovoke a sericus orisis In Burope
while thelr representetives ware in dlacussions in
Washington in direcet contact with the President of the
United Stntes,

Taat would, moreover, put them in an extremely deli-
ecate position with the Amerdiesns snd thet would ba not the
least of the advantages of the arrangement.

It will be objected that Hitler as well as Mussolini
will at once suspect the plot and will politely decline
the invitation,

Lverything would depend, in this connectlion, on the

manner in which that invitation was presented and offered.....

I% would be nescessary that the proposal of President

Roosevelt - addressed in identlcal terms To all the States -~
be couched in such brosd and gensrous, in a word, in such
human terms, that 1t would creste a veritable psychologlocal

shook




shoekx in the masses, and it wounld have to be accompanied

here and over there by such & combination of publicity,
broadessting, ete, ~ that 1te sppeal would be in a manner
irresistlible. ...

1t would doubtless not be lmpossible to secure formal
support of 1% by the Pops.

The' dictators would, undér those condlitlons, heslitate
to evade the lssus.” Buf 1T They d4id, 1t wonuld be neces-
sary that President Roosevelt insist., And even 1if in the
fuce of such inslstence the dlstators, on one pretext or
another, relected the suggestion, thelr personal position
would Snereby beé weakened in their countries, for they
would thus have given évidence, before thelr own publie
opinlon, of thelr unwillingness snd consequently betrayed
thelr evil purposes,

But #r, Hoosevelt ashould be approached very promptly.

Wliedinir 4A'Ormesson

January 23, 1939,
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de notre évat militaire réside essen~
tiallement presque exclusivement -~ dang 1 aviation, 0Qr s'il
est exact que dans 8iX mois notre production d'avions atteindra
environ 300 & 350 par mois et que l'ingleterre dépassera elle-mé-
me ce chiffre mensuel, les deux pays commenceront enfin 3 dispo~
ser, & ce mowent, d'une puilssance aérienne quiy sans égalex
(en raison du retard, mais les appareils anciens se deéprécient
vite) celle de nos adver saires éventuels, permettrait cependant
d'y faire face et corrigerait, par conséguent, le cb6té défectueux
de notre situation actuelle,

D'autre part, 1'économie allemande comme 1 'économie

-

italienne donanent des signes manifes d'é épuisement, Or ceci pour~

L

rait inciter les dictetures a risquer le tout pour le tout

elles disposent encore d'une marge de supériorité dans le
maine aérien,

Le probléme étent ainsi posé = et il gemble qu'on soit
fondé & le poser de 1a sdrte ~ sa solution, pour nous, consiste
done avant tout a gagner du temps,

Gagner du temps, revient 3 géner lladversaire, a lui
mettire des bétons dans lesg ro oues, & l'emp@cher, par tous les

moyens, de passer aux acteg désespérés,

Cette tactique a sans aucun doute é%é celle qui g ing-

piré le voyage de B, Chemberlain & Rome et elle a réussi puisqgue

Premier Anglais est bparvenu 4 lier le Duce per des engagements

precis de paix, Mais ces engagements s'épuisent vite, A l'heure
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Or, & cet égard, un auxiliaire puissant existe,

bien en Allemegne qu'en Italie : c¢'est L'opinion publique,

n'egt pas douteux (la crise de

messes allemandes comme les masses italiennes eraignent la guerre

et freinent, plutdt qu'elles ne les excitent, leurs dirigeants,

Ceux~cl le sentent et le savent, ILa tactique consiste donc a

s'appuyer indirectement sur ces opinions qui existent sans D OU-

voir se manifeater, en génant, par rapport & elle s Llaction pro-
si, pour atteindre ces divers objec-

tifs (qul dailleurs n'en font qu'un) le meilleur procédé ne se~

rait pas de suggérer au Président Roosevelt de prendre 1l'initiati-

ve de convoquer le plus 8% possible & WASHINGTON, sous sa prési-

Wl ,

dence personnelle, une conférence wdlatérale, & laquelle seraient

convié¥s les principaux états européens, conférence ayant pour but

d'étudier les moyens de lier une limitation dés armements a desg

accords économiques (grands travaux "internationaux™ ete);

Cl'est entendu, Il y a fort peu de chance pour que 1'%on
arrive & un résultat concret queleonque, Hais on gegnerait ainsi

quelques mois ~(véritable but & atteindre)- et il semble qu'il se-

rait plus difficile aux dictateurs de provoquer brusquement une




orise grave en Hurope pendant que leurs représentanis se trouve-
raient en discussion a Washington en contact direct avec le Pré-
gident des Etats-Unis,

Ccela les placerait, en outre, dans uns position extré-
mement délicate vis A vis des américains et cela ne serait pas
1'un des moindres aventages de la combinaison,,,.

On objectera que Hitler comme Mussolini éventeront tout
de suite la méche et déclineront poliment l'invitation,

Tout dépendrait, & cet égard, de la fagon avec laquelle
cette invitation sexralt présentée et lencée,,...

I1 faudrait que la proposition du Président Roosevelt
~adressée en termes identiques & tous les Etats - £t congue en
termes sl larges, si généreux, en un mot si humains, qu'elle créft
un véritable choc¢ psychologique dens les masses et il faudrait
qu'elle £t orchfiestwée iei et 1a par un tel concours de publici-~
té, de raediodiffusion ete, ~ que son appel fit en quelque sorte
irrésigtivle,,...

Il ne serait sansg doute pas impossible de la faire
appuyer solenellement par le Pape,

les dictateurs hésiteraient sans doute, dans ces condi-
tions, & se dérober, [iéme s'ils se dérobaient, il faudrait que

le Président Roosevelt insisté@t, Bt méme si devant cette insig-

ance les dictateurs/sous un prétexte ou sous un autre, repous-

salent la suggestion, leur situation personnelle en sortirait af-

faiblie dans leur pays, car ils auraient ainsi fait la preuve, de-




vent leur propre opinion publique, de leur mauvaise volonté et

trshi, par conséquent, leurs mauvels desseins,
J & ’,L(

Jaig il faudrait agir trés vite auprés de ji, Roosevelt,

Wladimir d*Ormesson

23, Jenvier I939.




March 3, 1941

Dear MNr. Claudel:

The President has asked me to thank
you for your letiter of February tenth. He was
very glad to receive it and perticularly glad
to have the excerpt which you enclosed from the
letter which you received from your distinguished
father.

Very sincerely yours,

STEPHEN EARLY
Secretary to the President

Mr. Henri L. Claudel, x
50 East 72nd Street,
New York, N. Y.

his side, all France is behind him,"

TR AVA
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Henri L. Cl

SOFEAST 72ND STiREE
NEW YORK, N. Y.
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30 EAST 72ND STREET
NEW YORK, N.Y.
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STATE, The Secretary of
Jan. 28, 1937

The President referred for draft reply, a letter of Jan. 9th from
Ambassador Paul Claudel, Paris, France, re a plan for the constitution of
Great International companies entrusted with the Development snd Coordination
of the Exchanges of the Principal Raw Materials, Tpanslation attached. At~
taches memoranda by Emanuel Monick entitled "The Urgent Need of an Appeal
for Peace", Translation attached. - On Feb. 13, Sec. Hull replied submitting
reply, which the President sent M, Claudel on Feb. 17, saying he was very
happy to receive his letter and has referred tht two memos to the Dept. of
State for the consideration of the financizl and economic experts of that
Dept.

SEE - 203-A (official File)




