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ENCLOSURE

TO

Letter drafted 1/88

ADDRESSED TO

The President

The-White House:

U.5, GOVERNMEMNT PRINTING OFFICE

1—1033

HIGH

BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

January 6th, 1937.

i to the visit of Mr. Walter
1try, owing to frequent
seing made in London, the
it necessary to issue a
pose therefore to publish
ay morning, January 8th, a
lowing terms:-
| Mrs. Runciman are making

;it to New York. The sea

1l be an opportunity for
to enjoy a rest and change
jeularly difficult autumn.

Runciman

Marvin

McIntyre,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

Whilst in the United States Mr.

hopes to take an opportunity of paying &

visit to Mr. Roosevelt. No political
importance /

ESQ.,




STANLEY HIGH

AT mimismtane T aes

BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

January 6th, 1937.

Dear Mr. McIntyre:

With regard to the visit of Mr. Walter
Runciman to this country, owing to frequent
enquiries which are being made in London, the
Foreign Office finds it necessary to issue a
statement. They propose therefore to publish
in the press of Friday morning, January 8th, a
statement in the following terms:-

"Mr. and Mrs. Runciman are making

a private visit to New York. The sea

crossing will be an opportunity for

Mr. Runciman to enjoy a rest and change

after a particularly difficult autumn.

Whilst in the United States Mr. Runciman

hopes to take an opportunity of paying &

visit to Mr. Roosevelt. No political
importance /
Marvin H. McIntyre, Esge,

The White House,
Washington, D.C.




BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

"importance is to be attached to this visit
which is a purely private one."

Mey I enquire whether the President
concurs in the above statement or if he wishes
it to be amended in any way? You will I hope
appreciate that an early answer, if necessary
by telephone, would be very welcome.

Yours sincerely,




STANLEY HIGH

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

{ ) &)
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«)" / : DEPARTMENT OF STATE
. WASHINGTON

January 22, 1937

My dear Mr. President:
I enclose as of possible interest a memorandum
containing a few remarks about Mr. Runciman,

Faithfully yours,

Enclosure:
g stated

The President,

The White Houese.




RIGHT HONORABLE WALTER RUNOC IMAN

Mr. Runcimen ig in the sixty-sixth year of his life
and the sixth year as President of the Board of Trade of
Great Britain, He hae been a member of Parliament since
1900 and nhag gserved ae President of the Chamber of Shipping,
President of the Board of Education, President of the Board
of Agriculture, and in other official capacities as well as
in important business capacities.

Mr. Runcimen, en old time Liberal and free trader,
was one of few of that group to enter the National
Coalition in 1931, His incumbency as President of the
Board of Trade has been in a period when British commercial
policy has been undergoing a somewhat ironic change, that
is from free trade, while other nations were on = protec-
tive basie, to one of protection and exclusiveness, while
other nations are attempting to minimize those tendencies.
While placing due responsibility upon the people of Great
Britain, nevertheless much of the responsibility for the
Tailure of Great Britain to swing around toward easier
trading throughout the world can be laid to a group of
which Mr, Runciman is a member. He is at present extremely

netionalistic, as has been evidenced by higs promotion of

-

and subseription to policies ca

Q

culated to ge

L2

in unfair ad-

vantage over American interests in many parts of the world.

3

Hie apparent unfriendliness to us may be due to indifference,"

P

supreme




supreme nationalism,

or, as

his family have long been
leadere in Rri+s 1
] 8 _{ ] " . . : P b i . o
British Bhipping, he probably resents American
aid to ship lines.
(]
38" =t I " o4 . % Ly r - . s o :
oeveral factors in Mr. Runcimen's life may combine
to make him g difficult pereon at present. First of all,

the nature of his position demands that he drive as hard
& bargain as he can. But beyond that there is his own
frustrated ambition. He had hoped to be Prime Minister.
Lord Runciman, hie father, is now ninety yeers of age and
Welter Runciman will succeed him in the House of Lords, &
life time position which will remove from him the
responelbilities of cabinet or executive posts.

We are informed by a member of the British Embessy
staff that the President of the Board of Trade is the only
official in Great Britain who may properly be addressed as

"Mr. Presgident."
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COUDERT. Hon. Frederic R.
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THE WHITE HOUSE ).C.
N WASHINGTON ;/

January 26, 1937

FOR THE
The British Ambassador ad 28 the Stete Depart-
ment thet he hes receive : is Government,

reporting that the British press has trested the Runcimen vigit
with too much optimism.

y in Washir :
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dor received the following stetement
from his Poreign Office -- evidently a formula for the
stotement the Foreign Office desires the Embassy to make
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COUDERT. Hon. Frederic R.

47— 42 737

7

March 25th, 193

Dear Mr, McIntyre,

We have just received from the

containsg a book for the President from Mr,
Walter Runciman, Would you be kind
i A st it

Foreign O0ffice the attached parcel, which

enough to deliver it to Mr. Roosevelt on

is return,

by

Mr, Marvin McIntyre,
The White House,

Washington, D,C

Yours sincerely,

BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

.




COUDERT. Hon. Frederic R.

April 5, 1937,

Yy dear Runclmani-

I am delighted to have the
"Shanty Book." It 1s important for history that
we separate the authentie shanties from modern
imitations. I do not want them to suffer from
the fate of legro spirituals. A large number of
the most popular Negro spirituals have been

rritten in the last decade by New York and

o

Hollywood musical producers -- mest of them
Hebrewsa,

‘e have had a prood wisit fron

Tweedsmulr and we talked much of you.

Always elincerely,

Honorable Walter Runciman,
£ b} §
England.




COUDERT. Hon. Wredariec R

w 13’ 1938' /

My dear Runcimani-

I was very glad to have your letter
and I hope by now that you are back and have had
a delightful oruise in the "Sunbeam”. From the
fact that I have read of no torpedoes or hombs
launched against you in the Adriatic or the Aegean
leads me to belleve that you have escaped some of
these normal incidents of modern life!

I, too, have had a crulse -- only
s short one -- out as far as the Virgln Islands
and pack. If you do not know the Windward Ielands
and Leeward Islands, you must visit them in the
fdunbheam.® I know of nothing more plcturesque
or interesting.

; Things seem %o be going extremely
well in comnection with the trade agreement, and
T am confident that it will be worked out in such
s way as to meet with general satisfactlon not
only in Great Britain and the United 3tates, but
also in the Dominions and Colonles.

I hope there is some chance that
you will be coming over here again soon. It
would be delightful to see you agaln.

Faithfully yours,

The Right Honorable y
Lord Runcimen of Doxford,
8 parton Street,
Westminster, S.W.1l.,
England.
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COUDERT, Hon. Frederic R.
New York, N. Y.
January 13, 1937

Writes the President re visit of_§§£~ya1ter Runciman, President, British Board
of Trade, of London, England, to this country, and Indicating that latter will
PR s s e s ot e “le President wrote Mr.

, leving Mr, and Mrs. Runciman
\ A p ke . stay over Sunday, Jan. 24.

e B j | /,‘ ill be able to have some
p i’ i J Lot o ) J/
- 2“[" 4 { [ ~@ | T
A / " ¥
\\" !i’nj(ﬁ 4 THE WHITE HOUSE §
W™ WASHINGTON
w Hy(]fi‘ '_})'.o P
Septe L 8 i

MEMORANDUM FOR

GENERAL WATSON

- L U RARETR T - il Ry
Will you let the Bri 8hn

Embassy know that 1f Lesglie

it O

M Runciman comes e IW{‘; '1)” .)r,"t, ™
RUNCLIMan comes ) & ™ ’
I shall be very glad to see

o N o ik - T Koy o Yo
him and that Colonel Arthur

wrote to me about him
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COUDERT, Hon. Frederic R.
New York, N. Y.
January 134 1937

Writes the President re visit of Sir Walter Runciman, President, British Board
of Trade, of London, England, to this count: 'Y, and Indicating that latter will
visit the President while he ig in Washington. -- The President wrote Mr.
Coudert on Januwary 16 that he is looking forward to having Mr, and Mrs. Runciman
as guests at the White House, Saturday Janvary 23 to stay over Sunday, Jan. 24.
Says if they arrive soon after lunch on the 23d, he will be able to have some
free time to talk to them that day amd Sunday.

SEE = PPF 269




RANDALL, George D.
Pelm Beach, Fla.,
Jan., 27, 1937

. Wires the President asking is it not dangerously unfair to rebuke
a man asking property rights be observed. Says Arthur P, Slosn's reasoﬁabl
stipulation deserves the President's support. Also if b&lletina are éorrecz
concerning the President's understanding with Sip Welter Runciman that this
country would guarantee Britain's food supply in the event of war would this
not lead to another Lusitania incident. - On Feb, lst, the Preéidenf inst ted
Mr. MeIntyre how to handle this situation. v g J i

SEE - 407-B Automobile Strike (Official File)




COUDERT, Frederic R.
New York City
February 1, 1937

Writes the President about how much the Runci 4 . _
visit to the White House. Mr. Coudert des?iZ:nSQ(iiZ gs;tgfgezggoze?}fheir
comes to Washingboni® ==NriaMelntyve:wrote Mr. Cr)uder't,.Feb;‘u‘z:r‘t":1 t;::n o
he will telephone hisg (MCIntyre's) office upon his Aftesl 4o Wy ;i % 1£
preferably about 10 o'clock in the morning, he will arranece g ‘dgj ngLon, |
for him with the President. - nge brief appointment

SEE ~ PPF 269




HIRST, Francis W.
London, England
February 18, 1237

Writes the President, re Judiciary Reorganization,
and he encloses newsclipping re same, - The Presi
James Roosevelt to draft reply, -~ fhe President w
he has read the clipping from the Manchester Guardi
says we are going to have an interesting time even
longed. Says he enjoyed the visit of Mr, and Mrs.
hirst to give them his regards.

likening it to British history
dent, by memo, instwcted Mr.
rote Mr. Hirst on March 2 that
an with great pleasure, and
though it may be somewhat PIro=
Walter Runciman, and asks Mr.




