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Hy dear ¥r. Nellon:-

When my uncle handed me your
letter of December twenty-second I was no%t only
completely taken by surprise but was delightsd
by your very wonderful offer to the people of
the United States.

This was sspecially so beoause
for many years I have felt the need for a

natilonal gallery of art in the Capitel. Your
proposed gift does more than furnish what you
eall & "nucleus® because I am confident that the
collections you have been making are of the
Tiret importance and will place the nation well
up in the first rank.

Furthermore, your offer of an
adequate building snd an endowment fund means
permanence in this changing world.

Because the formal offer calls
for specific statement of the terms and will
have %o be worked out before any request is made
by me to the Congress for the necessary legis-
lation, may I suggest that you, or whoever you
may care fo designate, should come o see me
some afterncon this week!}




Alsc, I think that we should discuss
the formsl announcement and the terms of it.

¥ith =y renewed apprsciation of your
letter, belilsve me,

Yery sincerely yours,

Honorable A. W. Hellon,
730 Pifteenth Street,
¥aghington, B. C.




A.W. MELLON
730 FIFTEENTH STREET
WASHINGTON, D.C.

December 22, 1936.

My dear Mr. President:

Over a period of many years I have been acquiring im-
portant and rare paintings and sculpture with the idea that
ultimately they would become the property of the people of
the United States and be made available to them in a national
art gallery to be maintained in the City of Washington for
the purpose of encowraging and developing a study of the
fine arts.

I have within the last few years transferred these
paintings and sculpture to trustees with responsibility for
carrying out this purpose and have given them full power and
authority to deed these works of art to a national gallery if
and when such an institution shall assume and be prepared to
carry out the purposes intended. 1In addition, I have given
to the trustees securities ample to erect a gallery building
of sufficient size to house these works of art and to permit
the indefinite growth of the collection under a conservative
policy regulating acquisitions.

Such a gallery would be for the use and benefit of the

general public; and it 1s my hope that it may attract gifts

from other citizens who may in the future desire to contribute




The President, The White House - 2.

works of art of the highest quality to form a great national
collection. In connection, therefore, with the intended gift,
I shall stipulate that the proposed building shall not bear my
neme, but shall be known as "The National Art Gallery" or by
such other name as may appropriately identify it as a gallery
of art of the National Government.

In order to carry out this purpose, and with the ap-
proval of the other trustees, I wish to propose a plan %o
give the art collection which I have brought together, to
the Smithsonian Institution or to the United States Govern-
ment for the benefit of the people of this country, and also
to erect or cause to be erected on public land a suitable
building for such a National Gallery of Art, the design and
materiasls of which shall be subject to the approval of the
Fine Arts Commission. Mr. John Russell Pope of New York has
been employed as architect to study this project and will fur-
nish designs for such a bullding.

The location of such a gallery is a matter that must
be given most careful consideration. It should not only be
readily accessible to those wishing to visit the gallery, but
should also be located at a point with sufficlent surrounding

property under control of public authorities, to protect it

from undesirable encroachments. In my own opinion and that




The President, The White House - 3.

of others who are familiar with the general plan of Washing-
ton, it would seem that a site on the Mall would most nearly
meet these requirements; and the designation of a definite
site, therefore, for the building on public land will be in-
corporated in the offer of the gift to the Government.

Tn addition to the gift of the art collection and a
building in which 1t and similar collections may be housed
and displayed, I plan also to establish an endowment fund
for the proposed gallery, the income from which shall be
used to pay the annual salaries of a director, assistant
director, secretary, and curators of the gallery, and for
possible future art acquisitions. The upkeep of the build-
ing and other administrative expenses and cost of operation
would be provided in appropriations to be made by Congress,
as for the other units of the Smithsonian Institution.

The orderly and efficient administration of the pro-
posed gallery and its policy respecting acquisitions are both
imperative considerations affecting the establishment of such
a gallery. I would suggest that the affairs of the proposed
gallery should be managed by a competent and separate Board

of Trustees acting for it as a unit of the Smithsonian Insti-

tution and that they be empowered to make by-laws and regula-




The President, The White House - 4.

tions governing its operations.

It is of the greatest importance that future acgulsi-
tions of works of art, whether by gift or purchase, shall be
limited to objects of the highest standard of quality, so
that the collections to be housed in the proposed building
shall not be marred by the introduction of art thet is not
the best of its type. I have tried to adhere to this stan-
dard in the collection which I have made. That collection is
representative of most of the great masters of Western Europe
and includes outstanding works of art which I ecquired from
the Hermitage Gallery in Russia. It also contains Renals-
sance sculptures including most of those formerly in the
Dreyfuss Collection in Paris; and there is, in addition, a
large assemblage of American portraits from the Clarke and

other Collections, which would be suitable for =z National

Portrait Gallery.

By reason of the rarity and importance of these works
of art, the general character of the collection is such that
1t will furnish the nucleus of a great National Collection
and will give our country at once a National Gallery that
will rank with the other great galleries of the world. In

making the collection, I have placed emphasis on quality

rather than quantity; and the terme under which the gift




The President, The White House - 5.

would be made are intended solely for the purpose of safe-
guarding the collection and insuring efficient management,
so that the highest standard of quality will always be main-
tained in the art to be displayed in the gallery.

If this plan meets with your approval, I will submit
a formal offer of gift stating specifically the terms there-
of, and the erection of the bullding may proceed immediately
upon the acceptance of such offer and the passage of necessary
legislation by Congress. Appropriate instruments of convey-
ance and gift will then be executed.

Sincerely yours,

The President,
The White House.
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HOLD FOR RELEASE

sremature release.

The following exchange of letters is relessed subject

to the above caution:

Letter of Dece , 1936.
Letter of December 26, 1936.
T.etter of December 31, 1936.
Letter of January 1, 1937.
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THE VHITE HOUSE
Washington

"December 26, 1936.

My dear Mr.

iellon:

When my uncle handed me your l tter of December twenty-second T
was not only completely taken by surprise but wes delighted by your
very wonderful offer to the people of the United Stetes.

This was especially so because for many years I have felt the
need for a national gallery of art in the Capitol. Your proposed
gift does more than furnish what you call a 'nucleus' because I am
confident that the collections you have been making are of the first
importance and will place the nation well up in the first rank.

Furthermore, your offer of an adequate building and en endowment
fund means permanence in this changing world.

use the formel offer calls for specific statement of the terms
have to be worked out before any request is made by me to the
Tor the necessar

7 legislation, may I suggest that you, or who-
eéver you may care to designate, should come to see me some sfiernoon
this week?

Also, I taink thet we should discuss the formal snnouncement and
the terms of it.

With my renewed appreciation of your letter, believe me,
Very sincerely yours,

(Signed) FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVZIT.

"Decemter 31, 1936.

My dear ir. President:

I wish to thank you for your kind letter of December 26th and
greatly appreciate the interest you have shown in my plan for the
establishment of a national gallery of art at Washington.

o se of carrying this plan into effect, I hereby offer
to give e llection, which I have brought togesther, to the
Smithsonian I tution or to the United Stetes Government for the bene-
Tit of the pecple of the United States and to construet a suitable build-
ing in which to exhibit this collection and other works of ort of like
quality which other citizens may in the future contribute to the
National Collection.

In connection with the offer which I have made on behalf of myself
and the other Trustees, who have the responsibility of carrying out this
purpose, and in accordance with the suggestion in your letter, I set
forth below an outline of the definite terms and conditions- under which
the gallery is to te erected and, together with the art colleetion, is
to be given to the theonian Institution or to the Govermment of the
United Stetes, &€l1 of which conditions are intended for the efficient
mansggement of the gallery and for safeguerding the high standard of
quality which should be meinteined in the art to be displayed therein.

. The gallery shall not bear my name, but shall

be lmown &£s the ‘Nationsl Gallery of aArt,' or by such other
name as may appropriately identify it as a gallery of art of
the National Government, t which ths entire public shall for-
ever have access, subject only to reasonable regulations to be
from time to time established.

Second. The gallery to be erected will be of suitable
design and ample capacity, the plens of which sre being studied
by . John Russell Pope of New York who has been employed as
architect, and will furnish designs for the building. Such de-

signs and the materials of the building are to be subject to the
epproval of the Commission of Fine Arts, The scope and plan of

the building as at present developed by ir. Pope, will call for

an estimated expenditure of eight to nine million dollars.




to be set aside by Congress, on the North side of the liall

(and@ in conformity with the olan thereof ), between 4th and

7th Streets, Northwest, with frontage on Constitution avenue,
in the District of Columbia. In connection with the setting
aside of the site for the building, it is to be provided that
nart of 6th 3treet shall be closed from Constitution Avenue to
Independence Avenue, and that the Mall building space, on the
North between 3rd and 4th Streets, Northwest, shall be reserved
for future extensions of the National Gallery of Art. The
plans for the rearrangement of the street are to be subject to
the approval of the National Capital Park and Planning Commission.

d. The location of the building rhall be on a site
i

Fourth. The Pegents of the Smithsonian Institution shall be
authorized by Congress to erect, cause to be erected or grant
vermission for the erection of the gallery building on the site
hereinbefore mentioned, and to accept on bels of the Govermment
and the people of the United States frem the donor Trustees,
under the terms and conditions herein vrovidsd, the gallery
building as well as the art collection hereb: offesed to be given.

2

Fifth. The uvkeep of the gallery building and other administra-

tive expenses and costs of operation and furctioning of the gallery
for the public purpose for which it is designs be provided
for 1y apoionriations to be as for

the B of i1ie Smithsonian Ins n.

I+ shall be provided that al lery and its
propertyféhall be ccrhrolied and its s managed by a compe-
tent, self-perpetuating Board of nine Trustees, of whom five shall
be named originally by the donor, with the approval of the Regents
of the Smithsonian Institution, the remaining members of the Board
to be ex-officio members and shall be the Vice-President of the
United States, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the
Secretary of the Treasury and the Secretary o the Smithsonian
Institution, or such other governmental officials as may be agreed
upon. The Board shall act for the Smithsonian Institution as one
of its units, but shall be empowered to make by-laws and regula-
tions governing the organization and operation of the gallery.

The by-laws and regulations to be adopted by the Board of Trustees
shall have the approval of the donor, and among other things,
shall provide for the employment of a director, an assistant
director, a secretary and curators of the gallery, their qualifica-
tions and responsibilities. Such officers shall be appointed
originally only uvon the apnroval of the donor.

Seventh. The Board of Trustees shall be authorized and empowered
to accept, receive, hold and administer gifts, devises or bequests
of any real or nersonal property, excent as Congress mav hereafter
snecifically impose, either absolutely or in trust, for the benefit
of or in connection with the gallery, its collections or its funec-
tions, and the Board shall have the mower to prescribe by rules
and re~ulations, or otherwisze, the terms and conditions upon which
such nroverty may be acquired or received bv the gallery.

Eighth. The Board of Trustees shall by regulation nrovide that
no acquisitions shall be made in addition to the collection of
paintings and sculptures hereby offered, whether by gift or purchase,
except objects of a similar high standard of quality to those of the
present collection, sc that the collection to be housed in the
gallery shall not be marred by the introduction of art that is not
the best of its type, and further to this end they shall be empowered
in the by-laws to impose reasonable conditions and rules governing
the accentance of objects of art.

Ninth. If this offer has your approval and that of the Regents
of the Smithsonian Institution, it is stipulated that the erection
of the building will proceed immediately upon the acceptance of the
offer and the tassage of the necessary legislation by Congress.
Instruments of conveyance and gift will be executed upon these

On completion of the building, it shall be turned over
er governmental authorities with the collection of

ge and sculptures hereby offered, to be administered by the
above ment ioned Board of Trustees.




n to the gift of the art collsction &nd a building in
llections may be housed and displeyed, I fur-

sh an endowment fund for the g&llery, the in-

e used to pay the annuzl salariss of a director,

ctor, & secretary and a curator of the gallery, eand for

future art acquisitions, but not for the upkesp of the building and

other administrative expenses and salaries, which I have hereinbefore

stipulated shall be provided in appropriations to be made by Congress.

The amount of such endowment fund and the terms and conditions govern-

ing its operation will be subject to further consideration end will

be stated in the instrument creating the fund.

The exact form of these gifts, and the details for carrying them
into execution, are questions that can be agreed upon by counsel Tapre-
senting the Smithsonian Institution or the Government and myself.

Very sincerely yours,

icmed) 4. . MILLON

resident,
hite House.”

"Jaavary 1, 1937

My dear Mr.

ellon:

The outline of the terms and conditions under which the
rroposed 'liationgl Gesllery of Art' is to be erected and maintained
is admirably set forth in the letter you handed to me at our con-
ference yesterday.

In accordance with our understending, I am referring th
correspondence to the ittorney Gsneral end the eppropriate repre-
sentatives of the Smithsonian Institution.

, to work out, in conference
project and prepare the necessary
reft of enabling legislation.

v to submit the matter, with a favorable
Congress at the first opportunity.

Very sincerely yours,

(Signed) FRANKIIN D. ROOSEVELT

Honorable A. Y. Mellon,

730 Fifteenth Street,
Vashington, D. C. "




January 4, 1937,

My dear Mr. President:

I want to thank you for your
kind letter of January lst snd all your
courtesy in connection with the offer I
have made for a National Gallery of Art.

I particularly enjoyed my visit with
you on Thursday afternoon and the oppor-

tunity of talking over the matter with
you.

With renewed thanks, I an

Very sincerely yours,

o G

The President,
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSR
i/21/31 WASHINGTON

FWed Bruce:

#In acecordance with the President's
suggestion, I have taken up with Mr. Mellon the
jdea as to whether or not he would 1ike to have
his pictures shown at the Worlds Pair. I think
Mr. Robt. Cohen:. {who he understands is dining
with the President tonight) would be exce=dingly
interested in sesing such plan arranged.

%1 feel quite certain from what Nr.
Finley tells me that Mr. Mellon would be very
loath to have anybody see his pictures until
the Museum is finished and he can have a "first-
night® showing when he wants to surprise a
waiting world.

p.B.F

%I think they are very anxious %o
proceed as promptly as they ecan -- perhaps too
promptly because, from what Ican gather, they ~
are attaching %00 many strings to the gift so /7[;__._
that we may find considerable difficulty in =
getting the donor's gift to be shown anywhere
except where Mr. Mellon wishes them to be shown.

sl
) O/

@/

iThis information comes as & result

of spending most of the day with Mr. Finley and
meeting ¥Mr. Mellon.®

{Mr. Bruce said, though he did not want 1%

in his words, that "his family is worried
about imheritance taxes on these pictures in
the event Mr. Mellon, whose health has been
none too good, passes on."

I ask~d him what inferemce could be had

and he said "You can infer from that that if
things are slowed uv a bit, we can get good
regul ts® with respect to a Worlds Falr showing.
They are trying te vut the wmhole thing
through on Friday.")

X.
g7 Ai0-Mellon Art Collection - for first earbon

(0fficial Mile)
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ﬁﬂaﬁhfngimt WX 8-27-37 O

Memo. for Mr. McIntyre,

T
PK

Mac Frankly I do not think the President will want to send
a message or give out a statement on Mellon., If this is so I
think it is one of those cases where we had best rest without
either. I think you might say that the President learned of
the death with regret,etc., and immediately made arrangements
to send a floral tribute expressive of his sympathy and that
of lirs. Roosevelt. However, you might cheeck with him. T may
be wrong.

1250pm
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The Whyite House
Washington

Poughkeepsie, N.Y., August 27, 1937.
Memo for

Mr. Early.

QK send flowers.




Please ask the President and lrs, Roosevelt if the;
Tl to the lellon funeral with their cards, I

<5

this should be done 11 oniy as an exofficial of
W4ill you advise lMuir by wire. Regards.

3teve.

1215mm $o o, ; )
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Memo. for McIntyre,
PK

Please ask the president and Mrs. Roosevelt if they wish
£lowers sent to the Mellon funeral with their cards. I think
this should be done if only as an exofficial of the government .
Will you advise Muir by wire. Regardse.

Steve.

1215pm
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@The White Honse
Washingtan

Poughkeepsie, N.Y., August 27, 1987,

Memo for
Mr. Early.
Do you think President should send message or statement on
Mellon?
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BRUCE, Hon. Edward

Chief, Section of Painting and Sculpture
Treasury Department

January 6, L/_Q/gj,l.

ey

writes the President, suggesting that a portion of the art collection to be
presented by Andrew Mellon be sent on an exhibition tour, and offering %o

take the matfer up with Mr. Mellom. == The President wrote Mr. Bruce on January
11, that he will be delighted to have him galk with Mr. Mellom in regsrd to

the possibility of having more people see his wonderful collection, and he says
that in view of fact that his new building will undoubtedly not be finished
until late in 1939, a portion of Mr. yellon's collection might well be shown
at the Worldts Falr in New York during the summer of 1933, =- Mr. Bruce is
apparently with the Procurement Division of the Treasury.




Jamaary 23, 1937.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
This is interesting.

F. D. Re

Letter to "Missy", 1/19/37 from Hon. Harry L.
Hopkins, WPA, with enclosed Confidential
Memorandum to Mr. Hopkins from Holger Cahill,
in re Mr. Mellon's bequest of work of art

to the U. S. Govt. Sugzestions re who iste
be Director and the appt. of a national ade
visory committee. Believes that Mr. Philip
Pearlmn, 1023 Munsey Bldg., Baltimore, who
worked on the plan for the Walter Gallery in

Baltimore would be glad to give the Govte
the benefit of his experience.

SEE 240=for first carbon
(Official)
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New York, N.Y.,
July 1, 1939

Writes to the P 3sident, advising that he is a ing to give to
the National Galley of irt in washington for its official oven ng, his colleetion
of Italian paintings and seu pture, which e« 51 he arry . at after various
conversations with representatives of > Gallery for over a ycar, Embodies in his
letter, a formal letter to the Board of Truste f' the National Gallery of Art re
this. -- On July 7, the President replied that 8 decision to present to the peo-
ple of the U.S. his priceless art collection is in keeping with the broad spirit
of the Congress im establishin: . of primarily as the home of
the_lellon Collsetion, Says he is most grateful nis levter setting forth the
generous terms of his proposed 8ift. = Attached is : atement re the colleetion,
mentioning soms of the artists, etc. == On July 11, Pau Searff, Mr. Kress' per-
sonal attorney, wrote to the President that his lstter of July 7 arrived after M,
Kress had sailed for & rope, but wes being forwarded. Thanks him for his words of
appreciation of lir, Kress? gift. =-- Attached in file are 22 large photographs of
representative pictures in the Kress ecollection and a copy of a press release left
with Mr. Hassett for the President by David E, Finley, Dir., Nat. Gallery or
Yress release is dsted July 13, for the Thursday morning pepers., -- Miss Tully sent
& memo to Mr. Early on July 12 re the publieity on this, and Mr. Larly replied that
it appeared in today's "Post" - July 13.




