





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT CF AGRICULTURE

ADDRESS REPLY TC & I
—HE FORESTER WASHINGTON
1 = eSS
AND REFER TO

L
Classification July 7, 1936. =
Joyce Kilmer femorial Forest

{ FOR THE ASSTSTANT SECRETARY TO THE PRE

MEMORANDUR

o
=
()
L)
Q
H
ot
=y
L]
lav
H
@
w
} u
[s])
(]
3
IS

I believe it would be highly desira

requested by Mr. Williems, Cheirman of the

ttee and Quartermaster of Bozeman Bulger Post,

dreft of a suggested

Tn accordance with your request,

Enclosure.
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To Veterans of Foreign Wars, g eetings!

=<

1t for

Two years &ago Bozemen Bulger Post initiated & movemer

living memoriel to honor the memory of & beloved comrade and poet

a

who, on foreign soil, made the supreme secrifice for his country.

Today you are dediceting to the memory of thet men this Joyce Kilmer

Memoriel Forest; this area of mighty hardwoods, nature's unspoiled

mesterpiece. through which runs e murmuring mountain stream; this

outdoor cathedral where man may seek, and

You have chogen & fitting memorial. For here, on the head-

of Little Santeetleh Cregk in the Nantahala

O

waters

wrdwood forests

And by mendate of the Secretary
ted this 4,000 acre tract as the Joyce Kilm

1 forever be 1
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ed by the Federsl Forest Service in memory of
It is fitting that areas such as this should

and preserved, for there are altogether too few of them left, today.
Fitting, too, that such areas should bear the names ©

by the people whon they served.
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THE REV. JOHN B. KELLY

July 4, 1936, JUI

Honorable Franklin D, Roosevelt,
-The White House,
jashington, D.C.

Dear Mr, President:

Two years ago this post initiated a movement for a living
memorial for Joyece Kilmer, As a result of the cooperation of Secretary
Wallasce and Forester Silcox we will dedicate the Joyce Kilmer

Memorial Forest on July 30, anniversary of his loss in action, A

The forest is in Graham County N.C., in a tract recently
acquired by the U,S, Forest Service, Its 3840 acres embrace the
watershed of Little Santeetlah Creek and contain the finest stand
0® hardwood in the Bast, It is virgin stuff, four hundred years
old, mostly +ﬂ11r trees running four to more than gix feet in

ad amﬁfpr

Among them is an atmosphere sometimes found within =
grend eathedral, There is ineffable peace, You feel the Presence,

On the progrem will be E,A, Sherman, assistant chief, U.S.
Forest Servvee Kilmer w2s editor of the *unﬂev Magazine, New York
Times, when he resigned@ to enlist and thet great ne*?penﬁr will
be represented by an executive, Charles MecDonald Puckette. And there (
7111 be Father John B. Ke lly of the Catholic Writers Guild, an 1n11m9te‘
of Kilmer? MeCloy i

W ]

0 mer's, A plague will be unveiled by Lieut, John MeCloy
(retired), who was awarded a Congressional Medal of Honor i
chew Iprlclrg, another at Vera Cruz, A Navy Cross was his af
weeping operations in the North Sea,

The Comranding Officer of Kilmer's Regiment (165th Inf,} when
he was killed was John R, MeCoy, now Major General at Governors Islend,
He is not certszin whether duties will permit him tc participate,

We want him very, very muecn,



DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE

HOTEL BILTMORE

NEW YORK CITY

JAMES A.FARLEY
CHAIRMAN




BOZEMAN BULGER POST 1955

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
of the united states incorporsted
Hotel Dauphin 67th Street and B'way

July 14, 1936

James A. Farley, E
Pogtmaster Generzl
Washington, D.C.

SQe,

9

Ny dear Genergl:

g

ather Kelly told me he spoke t0 you Sunday about our

dedication of the Joyce Kilmer Meworial ¥orest in Grzhem County, N. C.

Ne

I wrote President Roosevelt on July 4th expressing
the hope he would have time to give us a message t0 be read =zt the
ceremony. It should be pleasant writing as well as Pleasant reading
and perhaps this will be one of the things that will take tize

out of his vacation.

Sincerely yours,
(signed) Paul 4, Williams

Cheirman, Kilmer Memorial Committee
182 East End 4ive.




JOHN BLACK
45-54 gii'st STTREET
LoNG IsLanNnD CITY
NEW YORK

TEL. IRONSIDES 6-8429

>tephen Early, msqr.,
: White House,
shington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Early:

As one who served with you on "The Stars and Stripes®
in war days, I am writing to lay before you a reguest which I feel
will come close to your heart. The Sergeant Joyce Kilmer Post of
the American Legion is arranging a radio Droadcast to commemorate
the semi-centennial of the birth of Joyce Kilmer X our martyr poet,
and we are hopeful that The President might send us a brief message
to be read in conjunction with the program. I am keenly conscious
that this may appear a presumptuous request, and can only say that
the veterans are deeply hopeful for some word from him on this
occasion, and that it would truly be an inspiration to them in
their effort to give due honor to the poet who died so heroically
for his country in France.

You appreciate, of course, that the broadcast is
strictly non-commercial. The speakers will include Dr. Finley of
"The Times", and Col. Wm. J. Donovan, who was injured by the same
shell that killed the poet. There will also be dramatic and musical
numbers, including Kilmer's famous song "Irees". Arrangements are
under way to have the program go on either the National Broadcasting
Company or the Columbia networks. We hzd hoped to have Zlsie Janis
with us, but regrettably for us, she had to go to the coast, so
she has sent us a very inspiring personal tribute to Kilmer to be
read over the air, We likewise hope to have messages from General
Pershing and General Harbord.

Do you think that, after the "fighting and tumult" of
cuarrent days is passed, there might be a chance of us procuring
some Presidential word? The brozdcast will go on between Dec. 1 and
Dec. 6, the latter being the actual date of Kilmer's birth. If there
is anything I can do, in the way of further data or background, :
which might facilitate the matter, I will be most pleased to do so.

Knowing the President's close interest in veteran
affairs and his keen appreciation of Joyce Kilmer's work, we hope
he will join us in this well-deserved tribute to a great American,

Sincerely Jours,

John Black.
\X’
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R i o ol i il nle  E el
radio audience generally.
do for us on this score.
7
Singerely/Youus,
YO amfjlrtac”
John Black




JOHN BLACK

45-54 4T8rST-REET

LoNG IsLanD CiTY
NEW YORK

TEL. IRONSIDES 6-8429

November 7, 1836

Mr. Stephen Early,

Assistant Secretary to The President,
The White House,

¥Yashington, D.C.

My dear Mr. Barly:

o}
L]

Thank you for your note of November

Please let me say at once that I reciate
your courtesy, and that we of the Joyce Kilmer Post of the
Legion fully recognize the fairness of the point you make,
Indeed it would not be reasonable at all to encroacn on the
President's crowded schedule with a request for a Joyce
Kilmer message, in view of his having sent one for the
forest dedication last July.
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Now, a possible ution suggests itselfl

to us, which would make possible ing Presidential repres-
entation on the Joyce Kilmer %em 2N 3nni3%13f0adC* c'vithout
troubli the President, and iif could aid us on This we -
woul ciate 0 > presuming to

us a copy oL ] ¥
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Such an excerpt would it splendidly into
our program, and, it is scarcely necessary to add that, these
words guoted from the President would serve as a stimulus both
to members of the Legion and Kilmer admirers, and to the

=}
radio audience generally.

do for us on this score. With

V1q¢4rél, lou%s,
. 1‘\ 1L/ } a4 e 7
Jahn nlack
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<18 ADJUTANT

COMMANDER
BOB STEVENS

363 53rd Street

495 - 8th Ave.

TREASURER
CHARLES NEILL

1122 KINGS HIGHWAY

¥

BROOKLYN, N.

ESplanade 5-1696







