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September 30, 1983

Interim Guidance UNTIL after notification to countries concerned:

In view of the fact that Congress will be in session,
that key appropriations bills have not yet been enacted, and
that a continuing resolution has been enacted but will expire
in mid=-November, it is clear that the first two weeks in

'November will be particulary demanding legislative weeks.

Accordingly, we are reviewing the itinerary for the
President's November trip, and will be consulting with the

governments concerned.



September 30, 1983

Guidance to be used AFTER notification of countries concerned

President Reagan has most reluctantly and with regret
decided to postpone visits planned for this November to the

Republic of the Philippines, Indonesia and Thailand.

on Friday, September 30, Deputy Chief of Staff and
Assistant to the President Michael K. Deaver departed Washington
to visit each of the countries to express the President's regret
and to deliver personal messages from the President to the Heads
of State of the three countries explaining the need for post-

ponement.,

The President made the decision to postpone this portion of
his planned trip after a careful review of the planned l7-day
itinerary and an assessment of legislative issues with which

the President must deal.

The President still plans to visit Japan and the Republic

of Korea in November.



September 30, 1983

Was the postponement due to the situation in the

Philippines?

The situation in the Philippines was taken into consider-
ation. The Philippine Isalnds are our oldest ally in
Asia. We have had a deep and close relationship with the
Philippines this entire century, including close links
between our two peoples. Therefore, the President wanted
to visit the Philippines, and regrets postponement of

the visit.

Was the Philippine visit postponed for security reasons?

No. We were confident that adequate security could be

maintained.

Wwhen was the decision made to cancel? How?

The decision was made Thursday night, September 29, by
the President in consultation with his staff and the

Secretary of State.

Was Mrs. Reagan's health or her advice a factor?

Her health was not., This decision was based on the
factors already mentioned rather than for personal
reasons. Mrs. Reagan was told by the President on

Thursday night.



Will the visit to these countries be rescheduled? When?

In connection with the April trip to China?

We will discuss rescheduling with the governments
involved, since the President was visiting at their
invitation. He certainly hopes to be able to visit the
three countries at some time in the future. At present,

there are no plans to expand the April trip.

What impact will this postponement have on our relations

with these countries?

Our relations with all three countries are excellent,

and we expect them to remain so. We are disappointed that
our original plans had to be changed, but this fact does
not alter in any way our fundamental positive relationship

with the ASEAN countries.
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