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THE WHIT E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. John Gherini 
Suite 230 
La Arcada Building 
114 State Street· 
Santa Barbara, California 93101 



LAW OFFICES OF 

PIER CHERIN I S JOHN CHERIN I 

October 9, 1984 

Mr. Michael K. Deaver 
Assistant to The President 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20013 

Dear Mike: 

S UI TE 2 30 LA ARCADA BUILDI NG 

1114 STATE STREET 

SANTA BARBARA , CALIF. 93101 

TELEPHONE (805) 966 · 4155 

For what they are worth , I would like to pass along my observa­
tions of the first "debate" . 

I thought the President did well overall. His answers concerning 
Social Security, going to church and abortion were excellent 

The most important admission of the debate was that Mr. Mondale 
said he likes the President. So does everyone else, and this 
is why the country feels good about itself and the opinion polls 
reflect this. 

In the next "debate'', the President should ask: "Are the people 
feeling better about their country today than they were in 1980?" 
They obviously are, and this is because of the President's leader­
ship. It takes leadership to set the tone for the country. 
Neither Carter or Mondale could do this in 1976-1980. 

Mr. Mondale's problem, however, is one of credibility. His poli­
cies were soundly rejected by the voters in 1980. People weren't 
feeling good about their country then. 

Mondale's lack of credibility, contrasted with the good feeling 
people have toward their President and their country today, is 
the basic thercewhich should be projected in the next debate. 

I think the President's game plan should be s impler next time 
around. He appeared too concerned with reciting facts and 
figures, instead of being himself. 

I do 
(1) 

( 2) 

have a few suggestions which I utilize in my trial practice: 
Each answer should basically be short and simple, with a 
single theme . 
The President should try to end each discussion or re­
buttal crispl!y. For example, "To conclude, ••• ", " In 
summary , •.. ", or a simple "Thank you" to the questioner. 
This prevents rambling, and gracefully allows one to end 
the discussion. 
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Mr. Michael K. Deaver 
Assistant to The President 
Deputy Chief of Staff 

(3) The closing statement should be well prepared and no t 
"off the cuff". 

(4) Listen carefully to the questions posed to Mondale and 
his answers. Most of the time Mr. Mondale gives his 
patterned "speech'' without answering the question. 
Point out to Mr. Mondale that he did not answer the 
question, which puts him on the defensive and goes to 
the issue of credibility. 

(5) Be aware that even while the panel is questioning Mr. 
Mondale, the television camera is looking at the Presi­
dent. 

The next debate in foreign policy will probably deal with some of 
the following: (1) The Lebanon bombings; (2) Defense spending 
and the government report that says the spending has helped 
preparedness ; (3) "The $5 00 coffee po "; (4) Nuclear War - is 
there any circumstance where it would be used?; (5) The Presi­
dent's ranch statement about b ombing Russia (6 ) Star Wars; 
(7) Nuclear power; (8) Central America , etc. Simple and con-
cise themes should be prepared for these and other related areas 
of questioning . 

The economy and defense of the country are strong and people are 
feeling good about it. That is more than you can say for the 
Carter-Mondale era. 

Hope these ideas are helpful . 

JG/mo 
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LAW OFFICES OF 

PIER CHERIN! S JOHN CHERIN I 

Mr. Michael K. Deaver 
Assistant to The President 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20013 

Dear Mike: 

SUITE 230 LA ARCADA BUILDIN G 

1114 STATE STREET 

SANTA BARBARA, CALIF. 93101 

TE'.LEPHONE (805) 966 - 4155 

February 17, 1984 

I am sending you a letter I have addressed to President Reagan. 
I would appreciate your seeing that it reaches him. 

I am delighted at the fine work you are doing for the President. 
I wish it were possible to meet you again some time, but I appre­
ciate that this is not possible. 

Take good care of yourself and your family. 

PG/mo 
Enclosure 

Sinc~y, 

~ 

PIER GHERINI 
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The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of The United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

SUITE 230 LA ARCADA BUILDING 

1114 STATE STREET 

SANTA BARBARA, CALIF. 93101 

TELEPHONE (BOS) 966 · 4155 

February 17, 1984 

I enclose a copy of a recent wire (February 3, 1984) sent to you 
by Timothy Cardinal Manning of Los Angeles, reaffirming your 
continued opposition to the widespread practice of abortion. 

The views of Cardinal Manning represent those of Catholic leaders 
throughout the United States, and also those of similar views 
held by non-Catholic leaders. I remember distinctly that they 
confirm similar views held by you when you were Governor of the 
State of California. I hope that your staff will verify these 
facts and make public your views when it is appropriate. 

I am personally delighted that you have decided to run for a 
second term as President. I wish it were possible for me to be 
of greater help to you, but I cannot do so as I have had a series 
of strokes. 

PG/mo 
Enclosure 
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'Music ,· Videos 
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'Li~,e Fl;ash · ··--~~ 
Of Hell ~ 

. By NC Ner.'s Servi9~ t ! ••... ,:.: 
' · The music videos shown nation-

ally on the MTV cable televiaion ' . , , 
channel seem "like a flash of bell," 
Father Morton Hill of Morality in , 
Media said this week. · !!' 

Father Hill commented on the . 
MTV fare after the National .eoau- · 
tlon on Televiaion Violence ilaued 
a report charging that the . vid~- ,,~ 
not only illustrate the often violent . ,, 
song lyrics, but allo'show additional · • 
'violence, much of it sexual m nature. ' ; 

. In- Canada's Ontario province•:i 
7
, 

after Aprjl 1, roe~ videos will have .: , 
to be aubmttted to a censor board 
before being shown to audiences that 
mav inl!)HdA l'hlltl..,n ..... l"e .. e.flft .. • 
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WAS H INGTON 

MI C HAE L K . DEAVER 

The Honorable Newt Gingrich 
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United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 



NEWT GINGRICH 
SIXTH DISTRICT, GEORGIA 

COMMITTEES: 

PUBLIC WORKS AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

HOUSE ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
1005 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BLDG. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 

(202) 225-4501 

Mr. Mike Deaver 
The White House 

<llongr£ss of tq£ ~nit£!t ~tat£s 
~mu1.e of ~.epr.es.enfotib.es 

May 23, 1984 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mike: 

SUITE 5 , PHOENIX CENTER 

1657 PHOENIX BOULEVARD 

COLLEGE PARK, GEORGIA 30349 

(404) 221-3854 

POST OFFICE Box 848 

GRIFFIN FEDERAL BUILDING 

GRIFP"IN, GEORGIA 30224 
(404) 228-0389 

CARROLL COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

CARROLLTON, GEORGIA 30117 
(404) 834-6398 

COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING 

22 EAST BROAD STREET 

N EWNAN, GEORGIA 30263 
(404) 253-8355 

There are some lessons for the 1984 Reagan Campaign from 
Robert Donovan's Conflict and Crisis: The Pr..esidency of 
a arry: s. Truman. The Truman campaign won the largest House 
sweep by an incumbent President since World War II. The 
Democrats picked up 75 seats while narrowly winning the 
reelection of the presidency . The key to that pick-up was 
not because Truman asked Congress to help him, but that 
Truman ruthlessly and continually attacked and outmaneuvered 
the Republicans and forced tne Republicans to bear the burden 
of the campaign. 

His approach in setting up the Republican Congress, 
aggressively carrying to it an agenda that would fa.il, and 
then forcing the burden of failure on that Congress is a 
master study in how an incumbent, even one who at that time 
seemed to be in grave difficulties and likely to be defeated, 
can turn the tide by carrying certain messages. 

The les s on for us this fall is clear. The President 
~hould not ~ppeal for a Republican Congress to help him. The 
President s~ould consistently and systemically make clear 
that Tip O'Neill and the Liberal Democrats are the hand 
maidens of big labor, the servants of special interests, and 
the deniers of opportunity to the values of the American 
people. By focusing again and again on their unwillingness 
to bring up crime leqislation, balanced budget legislation, 
etc. we can make the case that they are worse than a 
do-nothinq Congress. They're a block-anything Congress. 

I thought you' d find the attached pages useful. 

NG/ao 
Enclosure 
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ROBERT J. DONOVAN 

CONFLICT 
AND 
CRISIS 

The Presidency of Harry S Truman , 
1945-1948 
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priations." He insisted that he was trying to carry out the liberal Democratic plat­
fonn of 1944 but was not getting hdp from. Congn.:s~. 

"That is partly your fault." he said . " In the election of 1946 you believed all 
the liL·s that wl'n: publi shed ahu111 yo m l'n.: ~idL·nJ. /\nd two -thirds of yo u didn't eve n 
go out and v1>tc . Look what the other third gave yo u1 You deserve it. Now, if you kt 
that sort of situation continue- you have got a chance to remedy it this fall-i f you 
let that sort of situation continue. I won't have any sympathy with you. You will g · 
just what you deserve .""' 

From then.: he drove to Gr;111d Coulee Dam, where many of the traveli ng re­
porter~ who h;1d aln.:ady boarded the press bus at the Spokane station when Truman 
was making. his crack about the wor~t Congress cau1-:ht ur with him a11d sought an 
cxplanatinn . The Eightieth, he told them. was the worst Congress since the days 
whc11 Thaddeus Stevens was a leader of the radic;il Republicans in the Reconstruc­
tion. This moJi lied his earlier statc111e11t, already hullc.:tincd hy the wire services. On 
the roadway surmounting the dam, reporters were shouting at Truman to make 
themselves heard above the waterfall. tryi ng to establish just how bad he thought 
the Eightieth Cnngre~~ \\'as . 

"Can't we sta11d 011 your earlier statcmcnt ?" 011c fairly yelled . 
"Go right ahead." Truman said. 
/\s "Worst Congress" filled the headlines, Republicans retorted that Truman 

was the worst prdidcnt in hi story. The Chirn>;o Tri/J1111e called him a "nincom­
poop." He was a "nasty little gamin," a ''Missouri jackass," said Representative 
Cliff Clevenger. Republ ican, of Ohio. Taft went on radio and proposed that 
Congress adjourn until a 11ew president was elected. Then the senator put his foot in 
it. Addressing the Union League Club of Philadelphia, he accused Truman of 
"hlackguardi11g Congress at every whi stle sta tion in the West." The Democratic 
National ommi ttec telegraphed oflicials or thirty -five cities and towns on Tru­
man's itinerary to ask how they liked being called "whist le-stops ," which was 
railroad rarlance for communities classified as too insignificant to enjoy regular 
schedul ed train service. Responses were unfavorable to Taft. "Must have the wrong 
city," replied the mayor of Eugene, Oregon. Out of the incident grew the enduring 
term for Truman 's sty le of campaigning.* 

Unmistakably, the blend of error, comedy, folksiness, and political head­
splitting was stirring great curiosity about Truman's itinerant Punch-and-Judy 
show. and crowds grew larger as it moved along. 

"You know, this Congress is interested in the welfare of the better classes," 
he said from the balcony of the Elks Club in Bremerton, Washington. "They arc not 
interested in the welfare of the common, everyday man." 

"Pour it on, Harry," someone shouted. 
"I'm going to-I'm goi ng to." he replicd. 11 

In Seattle a greater crowd turned out to sec Truman than had welcomed Roose­
velt. Moving on to Tacoma, Washington, Truman said, " ... I had to come out 
here and let you look at me and let you sec for yourself what the facts arc with 

• Sec "whis1lc -s1op," Wchslcr' s Third New l111crn111ional [)i1:1ionary (unuhridgcJ) . 
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He returned lo Washington June 18, three days before the Republic:an Nation;t!~.,. · 
Convention was to meet in Philadelphia and hear former Representative Clare''~' 
Boothe Luce of Connecticut say: "Let us waste no time measuring the unfortunate - . ~. 
man in the White House against our speci fications . Mr. Truman's time is short; his ':.,.;" 
situation is hopeless. Frankl y, he is a gone goose." 

Nothing seemed to justify her remarks more completely than the nomination of 
the ticket of Thomas Dewey and Earl Wan en . Geographic:a ll y, it was perfect, bal­
am:ed by the governor of New York and the governor of Californi a, states the loss 
of which would be crippling for Truman . Dewey and Warren were seasoned, re­
spected politicians, each a moderate, each with :.i good record, each a poor target for 
campaign attacks, each a good campaigner in the past, and eac h a man of ~eemingly 
presidential stature. Even Truman's mother-in-law , Mrs. Wallac:e, is said to have 
told friends it was a waste of time for him to run against suc:h a ticket. 

On the day after the conven tion had adjourned , Truman strode out the 
northwest ga te of the White House on hi s morning walk, acc:ompanied by Nichol­
son. Truman asked him what he though t of the ti c:ket. The Secret Serv ice man ven­
tured that a Warren-Dewey ticket wou ld have been stronger. "That's right, Nick ," 
Truman agreed . Reflec ting on Dewey, he added: "Before this campaign is over· I 
wil I take the mustache off that fel low, you can be sure of that." 

As they walked, Truman said the Republicans had made a mistake in not 
nominating Taft. 

"He was deserving of it , and he is an honorable man," Nicholson recalled 
Truman's saying. " They thin k he wou ld be easy to ck fcat hccau~e he doe~n't have 
labor support. Well, he has. He has plenty of labor support when he runs and wi ns 
in Ohi1i fnr the Senate. I le wnuld he a very 11111d1 tou gher opponent for me than 
Governor Dewey. " 2 :1 

Before Congress adjourned it passed only one o'. the eight rneasun.:~ Truman 
had designated in Los Angeles- the Agricu ltu ral Ac,l of1948. This measure, ex­
tending price supports, was by no means the heart of the polit ical drama in the arm 
belt in 1948, however. 

. Rather, a routine.bill that was to influence the outcome of the election, though ,·.,:> 
no one imagi'ned it at the time, "'as S. 1322. That June the charter of the CommOd~.~.'"'" 

· ity Credit Corporation., the agency through which Federal farm loans and subsidies •1 i 

were ex.tended, came up for renewal, provided for in S. 1322 . Reflecting the inftu·- ~·· l 

ence of the grain . l?bqy and the . economy- minded House Banking and Currencf ;f 
Committee, Congress wrote into the bill an obscure provision that was potentially·~\ 
costly to farmers. To qualify for price supports farmers had always had to store their 1:·\j; 
grain in facilities approved by the government , either in commercial bins or ones ''-J: . ._ 
maintained by the Commodity Credi t Corporation. The new provision, however, '. ;:;t_ 
prohibited the CCC from acquiring new bins, the number of which already had been "~·' 
declin ing since the war. In the event of a moderate harvest the new provision would 

. not have drasti c effect because commercial storage fac ilities cou ld handle the grain . 
Dul if bumper crops grew, then the CCC c~uld not provide additional bins near the 
farms as in the past, and the farmers would stand to lo~c money for l<tck of storage 
space. 

A 

ti 
I 
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tance speech if all went well in the balloting. For the moment. Truman and Charles 
Murphy were a l\>ne together hy the radio in the presidential car , listening to a broad­

cast of the proceedings . Suddenly, Truman became perturbed. He complained to 
Murphy that Leslie Biffle in his role as sergeant at a rms of the convention was trying 
to swing the presiden tial nomination to Al hen Barkley, the Senate minority 

leader. 2 " The thought had been hounding Truman all week . In notes he had made on 
Mond:-iy he commented: "My ";;ood" friend Leslie Biffle spends all hi s time ... 

ru nning Bark ley for President." 2 !
1 

The I 948 convention was the first ever tdevised. Thus Truman was the first 
President ever to be able to watch the proceedings from the White House. It ap­
peared to him tha t a de monstration for Barkky alter the latter 's keynote speech had 

been promoted by Bif!le . 
The convention had opened i11 dcsp;iir. Then th e first night the de legates were 

burn again with a dose of old-time Democratic re li gion admi ni stered in the galvanic 
keynote address by Bark ley, a log-house-horn Kentucky racont eu r and spell b inder , 
a former Paducah prosecuting attorney, who had taken his seat in Congress the day 
W il son was inaugurated president, on March 4, 1913. Having delivered the keynote 
addresses at two previous Democratic cunventions, having seconded A lfred E. 
Smith's nomination in 1932 and having placed Roosevel t 's name in nomination iJ 
1944, Barkley was a seasoned orator, brimming with merciless ridicule of the 

Republican party . Not only did hi s performance revive the convention, but it made 

him an obvious candidate for vice-president- indeed, the onl y seri ous contender 
si nce Ju stice Douglas had rejected an offer by Truman of second place on th e ticket. 

During the preconvention troubles with the libera ls in Philadelphia, McGrath 
had telephoned Truman and suggested that he deal wi th the problem by selecting 
Douglas as his running mate. Truman reached l)\lllglas in an Oregon camp where he 
was vm:ationing and made the offer. After de liberating for a few days Douglas 

dec lined on the opening Monday of the conv enti on, saying he did not believe the 
court should be used as a stepping stone to political office. 30 Doubtless he did not 
relish board ing the Titanic , e ither. In one of his private memorandums of those 

heated days Truman wrote: 

I call him , tell him I'm doing what FDR did to me. He owes it to the country to accept. 
He belongs to that crowd of Tommy Corcoran, Harold Ickes, Claude Pepper crackpots 

whose word is worth less than Jimmy Roosevelt 's. I hope he has a more honornh le political 
<)ll!look . No professional libcrnl is intell ect ually honest. That's a real indi<.:tment- but true as 
the Ten Commandments . Professional liberals aren't familiar with the Ten Commandments 
or the Sennon on the Mount. 

Most Rooseve lts aren't either! 31 

In his Monday memorandum, after Douglas had turned him down, Truman 
sa id: 

1 'm inclined lo give some credt.:ncc to Tommy Corcoran 's crack to Burt Wheeler that Douglas 
had sa id he could "not" be a No. 2 man to a No . 2 rnana 2 

John Snyder telephoned Truman on Monday or Tuesday to report that Roose­
velt, Henderson , and· Wi lson Wyatt were backing Barkley for president. At that 



point Truman's susp1c1ons were cased, for he noted in a Tuesday memorandum: 
"Maybe so, but Barkley is :rn honorable man . lie won't give me the double cross, I 
am sure. ":1 3 Something see rns to have been going on in Barkley's head, however, 
and Truman was enough of a fox to know ii. I laving heard or Truman's olft:r to 
Douglas. Biffle told certain Democratic senators that if Barkley did nut ge t the vice­
presidential no111inalion , they mi ght be s11 rp1 ised at what he wo 11 ld 11111 for . 

At about the time Douglas had declirn.:d Tru111an 's oiler, Bif'lle and Barkley 
tekphrnll·d the president fro111 l'hi ladc lphia . IL1rkl ey asked if Truman wo11ld 111illd if 
he suught th<.: vict· -pr<.:s idt' lll1 ;tl 110111illatioll .:11 /\t li1\ l gl:111ce llarkk y Wa \ not illl 

ideal choice for Truman . The senator was seventy, six years older than the presi­
dent . Furthermore Kentuck y and Missouri were hardl y a good balance <.:nrnpa red 
with N<.:w York and California on th <.: Republican ti<.:k<.:1. But T1un1all a\\ented, 
unenthusiastical ly. After the White House stuff meeting Jul y 1 :L Eben /\yers noted 
in his diary: "Tall..ing ahou t the vicc-prcsidL'lll'Y the Pres ident said he nevi.;r did care 
mueh who was no111ina1cd to run wi th hin1. ... I Ii.; indiea1cd he did not fccl 
Barkley was the best candidatc but th :1t if thc dclcgatcs wa nt i.;d him, k t th <.:n1 havc 
him . .. :i ;, 

The good spir it s of Monday ni ght gavc way to rcnewed bitterncss ov<.:r civil 
rights on Tuesday when thc platform cun1111ittec, supported by thc Trun1an for<.:e s, 
recommended the moderate plunk patterned after I 944 to prevent a sou thcrn bolt. 
13iemiller thereupo n announced that the liberal s would carry the light for a stronger 
plank to the conventi on floor on Wednesday . By the time Truman got to town 
Wednesday ni ght the Democratic party had hce n throu gh an inferno. Frustrated in 
their efforts to du111p Tru111a11, the lihcrab carried the day in a wild li ght to a111e11d 
the rivil righ ts plank . 

Eliminating the vague language of I 944, the new plank commended Truman 
for hi s stand on c ivil rights. It ca ll ed upon Congress to act on his proposal s for full 
and l'qual polit ical participation, equal oppt11·1u11it y in rn1ploy111e11t , the right to per ­
sonal security, and "the right of equal treatment in the service and dcfensc of' our 
nation . '' 

When he nmld get the tltHH', I land y E lli ~ . an /\lah:1111 a di.:kga le, told the con ­
vention,· 'We bid you good-bye. " With that, thirteen 1111.!mbers of the Alabama dcl ­
egation and the entire twenty-three-member Miss issippi delegation seized their state 
standards and marched out of the hall. 

Truman then was nominated on the first bal lot, receiving 947 1/i votes to 263 
cast by southern delegates for Senator Russe ll of Georgia.* No one adhe red to tradi ­
tion and moved that the nomination of Truman be made unanimous. It was unlikely 
the South would have gone along. Thus, when Truman arrived the situation was that 
he was going to have to run aga inst the powerful Dewey-Warren ticket with a 
northern Progress ive faccion of Dl:mocrats split away under Wallace and a Demo­
cratic southern Dixiecra l faction sp lit away umkr the ulti111ale lcadersh ip of Gover­
nor Thurmond and hi s running 111ate , Govcrnor Wright of M issi~s i ppi, who hoped to 
be able to throw the elec tion into the Hou se of Represen tatives. 

In these seemingly hopeless <.: in.: umstances Trn111an went hcfmc the hcdragglcd 

• Fortner Gov<·rnor Paul l'. kNull Ill l11 d1a11a 1cccl\·cd Ii.di a vole 
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delegates Jnd did lhe last thing anyone would have imagined possible at lhat 
wre1ched hour of 2 A.M . He electrified the convention . 

"Senator Barkley and l, 14 he sa 1d~ll win this election and make these 
Republicans like it--don' t you forget chat 1 " :

11
; 

He laid ii ri ghl on the line : 

Never in the world were the farmers . .. as prosperous . .. and if they don't do their du ty 
hy the Democratic Party, they arc the most ungra1cful people in tht: world . 

And I say to labor what I have said to th e farm..: rs: they arc the mo~ t un grateful peop le in 
the world if they pass the Dcmm:rat ii.: Parl y hy t hi ~ yL·ar. 

In 1hose days before air conditioning Convention Hall was sweltering. The 
miserably managed convention had dragged on so long Truman had co wait down­
stairs for four hours . When he finally appi.:an:d on the ros trum in hi s white linen 
suil, Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, sister of a fo rmer senator from Pennsy lvania, re­
leased from a floral Liberty Bell a fl ock or whi te pi geons in 1he role of doves of 
pcai.:c . The place was turned into a fl apping scene ou t of Alfred Hitchcock, with 
birds winging everywhere, crashing into bal conies , and even alight ing on the lec­
ccrn within Rayburn 's grasp. 

Truman soon had the hall in a different ki nd of uproar, Democrats stamping 
and hollci·ing as be sprang a trap on the Repu blicans. Speaki ng from an outline 
prepared chiefly by Murphy, Rosenman, and Clifford, he fi rs t laid down a barTage 
against "t~wocS.1..§ghticth Congress " for all the things it had not done about eco­
nomic control s, slum clearance, school s, and welfare. Then he reciled !he promises 
in the recently adopted Republican pl atform to deal with hi gh prices and provide 
housing, aid to education. and increased Soc ial Securicy benefit s. 

"My duty as President ," he said, "requires that I use every means withi n my 
power to get the laws 1he people need on matters of such importance and urgency. 

"I am, therefore , calling thi s Congress back into sess ion July 26 . 
"On the 1wcnty-sixth of July, which out in Missouri we cal'i'iurnip Day,'• I 

am going to call Congress back and ask them to pass laws to halt rising prices, 10 
meet the housing crisis-which they say they arc for in their platform .. .. 

"I shall ask them io act upon other vitally needed measures such as aid to edu­
cation, which they say they are for; a national health program, civil rights lcgisla-
1ion, which they say they are for . . . extension of social security coverage and 
increased benefits, which they say they are for . . . . 

"Now, my friends, if there is any reali1y behind that Republican platform, we 
ought to get some action from a short session of the Eightieth Congress . They can 
do this job in fifteen days, if they want to do it. . .. " 

Republicans fumed at 1his impudent strategy, which had been under discussion 
in the White House for some time. It was a ra1her obvious and appealing device . 
The calling of special sessions is an option open to all presidents. Truman already 
had called the one in the fall of 1947 to deal with foreign aid and inflation. As 

• Missourians differ 11s to whether Turnip Day was Jul y 2;'i or 26 . In ;111 y cnse the taller date ' crved 
Tru111 :111'' l'"IJ""c' hell<'!' , 'im:c th e 1wc111 y , ;, th ll'll 0 11 11 Mo11d11 y that y«:ir 11 loi.: il'11! d:i y 101 lhc '""' · 
vcn1og ul a !\pt·n al "'i C."!\ \IOll. A11 old ~11 "I MH 11i ,,1y 111 g wa ' '' <hi 1lu.: 1wc 111 y , j,11,111 da y u f Jul y'' - a ~ '11111111 b 

Truman was ri gh1- "sow your 1ur111p" wet o r dry. " 
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Congress h:id balked at passing his program in 19.+8 . speculation ahm1t a spel·ial 
session oflcn appcarcd in lhc press. Reporters kept asking Tni111;111 about the poss i­
bility throughout the spring. The question was asked as recentl y as 1hc press confer­
ence of July 1.:17 

The idea, therefore , was not arcane. Truman's mos t intimate political advisers 
favored it. An unsigned nH.:morandu111 of June 29, later found among Rosenman 's 
papers, though not written by him, reflected the thinking of the subjec t. The elec­
tion, it said, could be won only by bold and daring acti on, such as the calling of a 
special session. The advantages of such a call were enu mcratcd : (I ) it "would focus 
attention on the rotten record of the Ei ghtieth Congress ," (2) it " would force 
Dewey and Warren to defend the actions of Congress and 111akc them accept the 
Congress as a basic issue," (3) "it would keep a stead y glare on the Neanderthal 
men of the Republican party . . . who will embarrass Dewey and Warren," (4) it 
would split the Republicans on major issues, and (5) it "would show the President 
in action on Capitol I/ill, fi ghting for the peopl e . ":I H Cuss ing away , Truman an­
nounced his decision on the special session to hi s staff July I 3, info rming them that 
he was going to tell the Republicans: "Now, you sons of bitches, come and do your 
God-da11111dest. " :1 ~ 

He was pleased with the excitement stirred hy his speech. jotting in a memoran­
dum July 16: 

Ed itorials. columns and cartoons arc gasping and wondering. 
None of the smart folks thought I would call !he Congress . 
Dcw.:y sy111hc1ically milks cows and piiches hay for 1hc c:11111.:ras j11s1 as that oilier fa ker 

Teddy Roosevdt did- bu! he never heard of "turnip day ." 111 

While the public was l'oncentrating on the conventions . the situation in Berlin 
had grown more serious . As was to be the case Ihroughout the next four months , 
Truman was pulled between the spectacle of the campaign and the exigencies of 
Israel, Korea, China. and Germany, where the Soviet blockade remained clamped 
on Berlin as tightly as ever. Truman's decis ion to hold the United States zone of the 
German capital still stood. B-29s were being readied for movement to Germany and 
Great Britain . Fleets of American transport planes kept 2 ,500 tons of food and fuel 
flowing daily to the beleaguered Berlin population . Y_et on July 3 Sokolovsky told 
lhe Western military governors that the blockade would continue until their coun­
tries abandoned plans for a West German government. 41 On July 1 o General Clay 
made a drastic proposal. Jn a message to General Bradley he said : 

. . ' . I am strongly of the view that if the blockade is not lifted . .. we should advise the So­
viet Government that .. . we propose on a specific dale to send in a convoy accompanied by 
1he requisite bridge equipmenI to make our right of way in10 Berlin usable . There is of course 
an inherent risk . . . since once this convoy crosses the border ii is committed 10 the move-
ment 10 Berlin ... . •2 

Convinced .that the Soviets did 1101 intend war, Clay repcat1:d his request July 
15, the day Truman returned from Philadelphia . and Bradley assured Clay the 
proposal was being weighed .•:• 

While this question hung in the balance Trnman approved a general position 
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_..;.:.·<: ~roperly it would be the ideal answer to Truman's 'red herring' ~harge. " 68 
. 

· Approvingly, Dulles forwarded the letter to Dewey, who neither answered 1t 
nor in fact ever made much of the alleged Communist menace in hi s campaign. For 
nil his other handicaps Truman was lucky on thi s issue . Sensations like the revela­
tion of the pumpkin papers on Chambers's Maryland farm and the indictment of Hiss 
for perjury came after the election . McCarthy had not yet stumbled onto the Com­
munist issue . Nixon was not yet a major figure. Chi na had not fallen to the Commu­
ni sts. And, curiously, the grand jury impaneled in New York to hear the testimony 
of Miss Bentley and others did not hand down any indictments . Committed to fos­
tering national unity, Dewey avoided Red-baiting. He did not feel that he needed 
the issue to win. Still another factor was criti cal in getti ng Truman off the hook. 
Henry Wallace had become so entangl ed with Communists that, with generous help 
from the Democrats, the Communi st issue was turned against him instead of Tru­
man, as Dewey, too late, was ruefully to acknowledge. 

In a postelection exchange of letters A. Augustus Low, chairman of the Hamil­
ton County Republican Committee in New York, commented to Dewey that if 
Wallace had not run, "all of the extreme left wingers, screwball s etc. would have 
been in Truman' s camp and he would have had a left-wing load to carry and 

explain." 
"There is a lot to what you say about the Wallace candidacy," Dewey replied. 

' ' In many respects he helped the opposition more than he hurt them." 69 

Thirty years later lead ing historians agree with this assessment. 

The Turnip Day session ground through eleven querulous days to a barren end . 
Rejecting Truman's anti inflation program, Congress passed a bill simply authoriz­
ing the Federal Reserve Board to raise reserv e requirements of member banks and to 
reimpose controls on consumer credit. Truman signed the bill but denounced it a 
feeble and advantageous to "the ends of special privilege. " 70 

The old deadlock on housing carried over into the special session . The Hou 
again rejected provisions in the Taft-Ellender-Wagner bill for low-rent public hou 
ing and urban redevelopment, and Truman had to settle for legislation easing the 
terms of federally insured mortages and of down payments. While signing the bill 
he accused Congress of deliberately neglecting families forced to live in slums. 71 

At the end of the session he was pleased to let a reporter put more words in his 
mouth . 

"Would you say it was a do-nothing session, Mr. President?" 
.. I would say it was entirely~ 'do-nothing' session," he replied. "I think 

that's a good name for the Eightieth Congress. " 72 

The Remiblican massacre of his program was fodder for the kind of campaign 
he planned to wage. In co'ffirast to Dewey's comment to his aunt that the special ses­
sion would not much affect the election was a memorandum to Truman August 13 
from Clifford, reporting on a talk with Carey of the CIO: 

He stated that there had been a decided change in feelin g among the top officers of the ClO 
with reference to the coming election. The President's Speech at the Convention made a great 
impression on lubor us did the decision to call u special Session of the Congress. The failure 
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/\cn1n1pa11icd :is 11s11al hy Mrs . Tn1111a11 a11d Margaret. the pres ident depa rted 
Septt:111lll.:r 17 1111 his l11st hig co:ist to t'oast wh1stk ·stop t1q1 ol tlu.: ca111paij.!n. and 
De1mx:ratic bigwigs were at \Inion Staiu11 to ch1.:1.:1 hin1 on. "(io out there a11d mow 
'e 111 dow n ," Barkley told lti111. 

Truman's reply was his epitaph. It was the definition of a role he was pleased 
to live up to for the: rest of his lite. ' Tll 111ow 'c:111 down , Albc:11." he said, "and I'l l 
give: 'e111 h<.'11. · · 

lln·ause n:po1 tcrs un tltl· tr;tin had noth ing <.: lsc: to write 1h:1t day hut the: dcpar­
turt: story. newspapers a11d 1K·ws h10:1dcas1s p<n1rcd out tht: sto1 y or tit <.: u11dndog off 
to the battle, vowing to "giv<.: 0 <.: 111 h<.:11. " " l l<.:11" was still ;1 sotncwltat dari11 g word 
then, and Margaret chided her father for usi ng i1. 1·1 IJut hi s comment. flashed across 
the country, caught on like "Re111<.:111her the Mai11e 1" Wherc:verTru111an went some­
one wou ld invariab ly shout. "Give 'e111 hell , Harry, " and that would set him 
walloping Wal l Street nr slapping ihe specfal ii;Tei-CSi.-; or chopping up tlte Ei ghtieth 
Congress , which he was soon calling "good-for -nothing" as we ll as "do-no thing." 

The rnle lx:ca111e good politi cs in th<.: ca mpaign. and, of course, wh<.:n the elec ­
tion turned out as it did . Trn111an ch<.:ris h<.: d it. It is too 11n1<.: h to say that the "G ive 
'e111 hell" act cl1angl·d his p<.:rso11;tli1y. hut it alli.:cted his 'tyl<.: in public. Forc:v <.:r 
;tl'ti.:1, he l-.11..:w wltat a11dic11ces t:\ pL'C tl'll. :111d rite t1.:111p1;1tio1 1 to perform was strong. 

Th<.: fi rst major appearance sc lt<.:duled for the tour was a f'arn1 speech at th<.: Na­
tional Plowing onti.: st in Dexter . Iowa . Trn111an and Secre tary of Agricu lt ure Bran­
nan w<.:re alert to th<.: Rqiublicans' prohlc111s in the Midwest and gav<.: D<.:wey no 
quarter . 

/\ 1 just abou t lit e 1i111<.: l'ar111 i.: rs were re;i li1ing wh;it the changed rn les of the 
( \111111111di 1y ( 'rnli t ( '111p111ati1111 111l·:111l lo 1liv111. I larn ld S1a-;se11 v i~ited Dewey i11 Al ­
bany Sept <.: mb<.: r 2 and 1h i.: n mad<.: ;i sta t<.: 11 1e 111 tltat k ll lik<.: 1na nna on the White 
Hous<.: . With the farmers increasingly worri ed abou t the sag in pri c<.:s, S ta ssen at­
tacked th ..: T rn 111a n admin istra tion for havi ng d<.: li herat<.: ly tr ied to ke<.:r food pri ces 
high. 131aming th <.: adm in istration for i11f lati on g<.:ncra ll y. he continu ed th at the 
Department of Agricul ture in order to prevent lower food prices had made unneces­
sary grain purchases for export . ll rn1111 ;u1 , he: cha rged, had impli ed he woul u in­
crease such purchas<.:s . 1 :. 

Long an obscure offi c ial in the Departmen t of Agri cultu re who had caused littl e 
fu ss and looked like a professor, Brannan turned out to be a political fireba ll as sec­
retary. Within two hours of Stassen 's statement he blew the issue sky- hi gh by retort­
ing that Dewey and Stassen we re attack in l! the fa rm price-support sys tem. Stassen 
had not menti oned price supports exp li ci tly. Brushing thi s detail as ide, the Demo­
cra ts grabbed the issue in their tee th and shook it in the eyes of the farmers. 

On September 4 Repres<.:n tati ve August H. Andresen, of Minnesota, second­
ranking Repu bli can on th <.: ll ouse /\g ri cul tlH<.: Committee , wrote to Dewey from his 
home in Red Wing, warn ing hi 111 tha t Slassc n had done much harm . The Truman 
administra ti on was turn ing Stassc:n's stat<.:n1en t to its adv antage, Andresen said, 
adding: "I haw be<.: n in Minneso ta for the past two weeks, and I regret to state tha t 
ma ny fa rmers Jo not in tend to vote for the Rep ublican ticket in th <.: coming elec tion . 

. W<.: cannot win wi thout the farm vote." 
Dewey r<.: pli <.: d th at he had been di sturhi.:d hy simi lar reports hut that a state-
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ment would be issued countering the fire from Washington. 16 Meanwhile Truman 
was westward-bound, and "give 'cm hell" was a modest characterization of what 
he had in store for Dexter, Iowa . 

His farm speech, echoing the era of William ·fonni ngs Bryan, was truly the last 
of a kind. Such prose has not been heard from the candidate of a major party in any 
presidential election campaign since . The lurid passages, however, were not Tru ­
nian's cn.:ation but were the wrn k ol a lilllc -known writer and former government 
employee named Albert Z . Carr. Carr had worked in the White House under Roo~c ­
vc lt ancl stayed on briefly in the Tru111an ad111i11istration . I le returned in the sum mer 
, 1r 19-18 when Truman brought in ;1 s a ~pccial speech writer David M. Noyes, and 
Noyes enlisted Carr 's services . A former newspaper editor and public relation~ 

man. Noyes had known Senator Tru111;111 in Wa~hington during the war. While the 
far111 specd1 was the product of 111a11y hands in the White House and the Department 
of Agriculture , the style and tone were Carr's .17 

Addressing 80 ,000 persnns rn1 Mr~ . T . R. Agg 's model farm, Truman zeroed 
in 011 Wall Street "gluttons or privilege ." Fabulous sums were they ctmtributing. he 
said, to turn the country back to the times when farmers suffered under Harding . 
Coolidge, and Hoover. When did "Wall Street Republican administrations" ever 
help the farmer? ''The Republicans gave you that greatest of all depressions . . . ·· 
In the Eightieth Congress they had already "stuck a pitchfork in the farmer's 
back"-Carr's phrase. 1" Touching a raw nerve, Truman cont inued: 

Many growers have sold whcat thi~ su111111cr al less than the support price because thcy could 
not lin<l proper storage. When the Dc111ocra1ic administration had lo face thi s problem in the 
past, the government set up grain bins all over the wheat and corn belts to provide s1orage . 
Now the farmers need such bins again . 

But whcn the Republican Congress n:wrnle !he !CCCI charier this year there were ccr· 
tain lobbyists in Washinglon representing the speculati ve grain trade- your old friend . These 
big-business lobbyis ts and spet:ulators persuaded the Congress not Ill provide storage bins for 
the fanners . 

Then he picked up where Brannan had. left off and accused the Republicans of 
''attacking the whole structure of price supports." After that came the dividends 
from Stassen's visit to Albany: 

Republican spokesmen are now complaining that my administration is trying to keep farm 
prices up . They have given Ihcmselves away. They have given you a plain hint of what they 
have in store for you if they come into power. They are obviously ready to let the bottom drop 
out of farm prices. ig 

Dewey's Victory Special had finally pulled out of Albany. The Republican 
nominee was on his way also to the traditionally Republican state of Iowa to deliver 
his first campaign speech in Des Moines forty-eight hours after Truman's blast at 
Dexter. After the Republican convention a stream of Republican leaders had flowed 
through Albany, giving the candidate advice on the forthcoming campaign. Unani­
mously. it seems, they urged Dewey to say as little as possible and avoid con­
troversy. Dewey was seen as having enough votes to win; the problem was not to 
lose any of them by rash words. Th is advice coincided with hi s own instincts . 
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ing to you and which would definitely be 'acceptable.' 25-53 is the plain blue serge in the 
dark blue and 23-46 is the same thing in a hcn-ingbonc . 

Gaunt had made suits for Coolidge and Hoover. His father had made them for , 
William McKinley. Dewey replied Octoba 25: 

My difficulty is this: would I need an inaugural suit, I would undoubtedly use che cut-a-way I 
now have . It would be quite a waste to have anothcr .62 

In these last days Truman concentrated on identifying himself with the New 
Deal philosophy and intensified hi s appeal to clements of the Roosevelt coalition, 
including blacks, Jews, Catholics, labor unions, and voters of Eastern European ori­
gin. In Chicago he delivered a rather nasty speech. Written by Carr but softened by 
Clifford and Elsey, it likened Dewey by implication to Hitler and Mussolini in the 
sense that he was the front man for fascist elements that might destroy democracy in 
the United States. 

"The Republ ica n candidate has !he ga ll to say, and I quot e him vt·rh:11i111." 
Truman declareJ, " 'The Eightieth Congress Jclivercd as no other Congress ever 
did for the future of this country.' 

"Well. I'll say it delivered . It delivered for the private power lobby. It deliv­
ered for the big oil company lobby . It delivered for the railroad lobby. It delivered 
for the real estate lobby .... Republican leaders stand ready to deliver to big busi ­
ness more and more control over !he resources of this nation and the rights of the 
American people ." 

The next night in Cleveland Truman made a rollicking speech , comparing the 
current polls wi th the literary Dit:e.1·1 poll of 1936 , which indicated that Roosevelt 
would lose to Landon, who in the end carri ed only Maine and Vermont. "These 
poll s that the Republican candidate is putting out arc like sleepi ng pills designed to 

lull the voters into sleeping on Elect ion Day," Truman said. "You might call them 
sleeping polls . ... My friends, we arc goin g lo win this l'lcction ... 

In Mechanics Hall in Boston the fo llowing ni ght he attended to Catholic sen­
timent by charging that in I 928 the Republicans had resorted to bigotry against 
Alfred E. Smith, the Ca tholic Democratic nominee . "And now the Republican 
leaders tell us th at they stand for unii y. In the old days, Al Smith would have said , 
'That' s baloney.· Today I think he would say, 'That's a lot of holiey.' And if that 
rhymes with anything , it is not my fau lt. " 

" Wait until the morning of November 3," he said in South Norwalk. Connect­
icu t, October 28 on the way to New York. "and you an; going to see more red-faced 
pollsters than you ever looked at in your life . " "We arc wi nning thi s election," he 
told a s idewa lk crowd in Man hattan . ''Don' t let anybody te ll you anything dif­
ferent." At a Libera l party rally in the old Madison Square Garden that night his 
pitch was what he had done for Israel. Trying to squelch any lingering resentment 
over the Bernadotte plan, he said, " I have never changed my position on Pale: ine 
or Israel." 

The nex t day Tru man went to I lark rn and delivered a civi l ri!!hts speech in 3 

publi c square where he was prc~ented the Frankl in D. Rooseve lt Memorial 
Brotherhood Medal by the In terdenominational Ministers Alliance . As was !he 
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March 12, 1984 

PERSONAL 

Mr. Michael K. Deaver 
Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mike; 

Paul W. Girard 
3775 Walnut Avenue 
Concord; CA 94519-~ 

y 

It is with a great deal of sadness that I report the death of 
our fraternity brother, Col. James R. Guglietti, USAF, (Retired). 

Jim , as 
State College 
at San Jose. 
in the alumni 

you may recall, was in the Class of 1958 at San Jose 
and had been an active member of the fraternity while 
Following his retirement two years ago he had been active 
of Delta Sigma Phi. 

While in the Air Force he served as a pilot for the Strategic 
Air Command and for about the last 10 years of his service had been 
an air attache at several locations around the globe . 

He is survived by his wife of more than 20 years, Joann and a 
4-year old son, M{chael. 

The family address is 5200 Ridgegate Way, Fair Oaks, CA 95628 

Jim's body was found in Willits on Friday, March 9 . He apparently 
took his own life. 

At this writing, funeral services have not be~n set, but it is 
likely a memorial will be held at the Mather AFB chapel on Wednesday. 

- iiTB~ 

--------------- ~ -~ul W. Girard 
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American Broadcasting Companies, Inc. 1330 Avenue of the Americas New York, New York 10019 Telephone 21 2 887-7018 

Leonard H. Goldenson 
Chairman of the Board 

Dear Mr. President: 

February 28, 1984 

As you know, this surrrrner the XXIII Olympic Games will be held 
in the United States, in your home state of California. This 
is the first time the Sunrrner Games will have been in the 
United States in 52 years. 

Most of ABC's television coverage will be broadcast live, 
and we feel the Games will have a special nationwide impact 
serving to unify Americans, to fuel - their enthusiasm and to 
stimulate a national pride that will be a positive force for 
the country. 

To celebrate and to preview the occasion, American Broadcasting 
Companies will host a gala dinner at the Pension Building the 
evening of May 17. We would like very much to specially 
honor you and Mrs. Reagan that evening. 

Among the guests for the dinner will be the American medal._ 
winners from the Winter Olympics at Sarajevo; many of the 
outstanding athletes who will compete during the Surrrrner Games; 
representatives of the International Olympic Corrrrnittee and 
Los Angeles Olympic Organizaing Corrrrnittee; previous Olympic 
greats and sports notables; members of your Administration; 
and Members of Congress. 

The evening is a tribute in particular to the Olympic athletes 
who carry our country's tradit~ons and values around the world 
so well. It will be a very special evening, one we plan to 
share with the public through subsequent television coverage. 
We feel the gala will cap off a special Olympics week in 
Washington, with the Olympic torch arriving there earlier in 
the week. 

We hope very much that you and Mrs. Reagan can be with us. 

Sincerely yours, 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 
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/ GERALD GOODMAN 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

6303 INDIA SCHOOL N.E. 
ALBUQUERQ UE, NEW MEXICO 87110 

TELE PHON E 505/ 883-6555 

October 3, 1984 

Mr . Mi chae l K. Deaver 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
The Whitehouse 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Deaver: 

I congratulate you on taking a positive roll in 
bringing Gromyko and President Reagan to the bargaining 
table . It is l ong over due that America and Russia 
build a b ridge of trust. The po litical difference 
between our t wo countries do not merit the financial 
expend itures, animosity and risk of destroying the 
world. 
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1746 Massachusetts Ave NW 
Washington, D. c. 20036. 

August 4, 1983. 

Dear Mike and Caroline, 

Some souvenirs of the party 

for our Prime Minister in April. 

Hope you like them. 

Yours sincerely, 

(·I I 
L lv ll~ 

Allan Gotlieb. 

The Hon. Michael K. Deaver, 
Assistant to the President, 

The White House. 
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Allan E. Gottlieb 
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1746 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 



1746 Massachusetts Ave. N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20036. 

May 17, 1984 

The Honourable Michael K. Deaver, 
Deputy Chief of Staff, 
The White House, 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mike, 

I should like to inform you that we have 
decided to withdraw Marc Lalonde's candidacy for the 
position of Secretary General of the OECD. It was 
the view of many European countries that the OECD 
Secretary General should come from Europe, and as we 
wanted to avoid a deadlock, we have joined the 
emerging consensus in favour of the French candidate, 

Thank you once again for receiving me at 
short notice on Monday to discuss this subject and 
to receive the text of Prime Minister Trudeau's letter 
to President Reagan. 

Yours sincerely, 

Allan Gotlieb 
Ambassador 
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1746 Massachusetts Ave NW 
Washington, D. C. 20036. 

February 7, 1984. 

Mr. Michael Deaver, 
Deputy Chief of Staff and 
Assistant to the President, 
The White House, wh~ngton, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Des·~ 1 

r:::: and I enjoyed having you 
and Carolyn join us for the hockey game 
Sunday. That the Capitals won was an 
arranged bonus . for you! 

The Prime Minister's office has 
asked me to forward this briefcase to you 
to replace the one you received right after 
the Williamsburg Summit. I hope it will be 
useful to you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Allan Gotlieb 
Ambassador 
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