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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN GT ON 

April 5, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JOHN G. ROBERT~ 

Presidential Seal Inquiry 
from Harlan R. Crow 

,6.-' ~--t-c--
2J11·,,-~· ~ ~ 

,b>.,,.>~\ 

~--r-.t..;. 
~ ~--',. Harlan R. Crow of the Trammell Crow Company has written ~ 

requesting permission to use the Presidential Seal in a (k;..... \ ,~ 
sculpture. The sculpture, to be executed by a Dallas ~/,.(>.,I""' 
artist, would be installed next to a collection of letters l 
from different Presidents acquired by Mr. Crow. The letters ~ 
are in a Dallas office building (presumably Mr. Crow's) and _.- y/{ 
the display is open to the public without charge. 

Executive Order 11649 permits use of the Seal "in libraries, 
museums, or educational facilities incident to .•• 
exhibits relating to ••• the Presidency," and "on a 
monument to a former President." Mr. Crow's contemplated 
use comes close, but does not fall within these permitted 
categories. The Seal can thus only be used if you sanction 
the use in writing as one for an exceptional historical, 
educational, or newsworthy purpose. While I am sure Mr. 
Crow treasures his collection, I do not think his use 
satisfies the applicable criteria. I have drafted a reply 
to Mr. Crow for your signature. 

Attachment 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A SHINGTON 

April 7, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JOHN G. ROBERTS9~ · -~ 

Use of the Presidential Seal by Miley Busic 
in a Three Dimensional Representation Utilizing 
the concept of the Seal of the President 

The attached correspondence has been revised per our conversa­
tion of this morning. 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 5, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JOHN G. ROBERT~ 

Presidential Seal Inquiry 
from Harlan R. Crow 

Harlan R. Crow of the Trammell Crow Company has written 
requesting permission to use the Presidential Seal in a 
sculpture. The sculpture, to be executed by a Dallas 
artist, would be installed next to a collection of letters 
from different Presidents acquired by Mr. Crow. The letters 
are in a Dallas office building (presumably Mr. Crow's) and 
the display is open to the public without charge. 

Executive Order 11649 permits use of the Seal "in libraries, 
museums, or educational facilities incident to ••• 
exhibits relating to ... the Presidency," and "on a 
monument to a former President." Mr. Crow's contemplated 
use comes close, but does not fall within these permitted 
categories. The Seal can thus only be used if you sanction 
the use in writing as one for an exceptional historical, 
educational, or newsworthy purpose. While I am sure Mr. 
Crow treasures his collection, I do not think his use 
satisfies the applicable criteria. I have drafted a reply 
to Mr. Crow for your signa ture. 

Attachment 
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April 5, 1983 

Dear Mr. Crow: 

Thank you for your letter requesting authorization to use 
the Seal of the President in a sculpture. It is our 
understanding that the sculpture would accompany a display 
of Presidential letters you have collected. 

The permitted uses of the Seal of the President are limited 
by statute and executive order. I have attached a copy of 
the pertinent provisions for your information. Since your 
contemplated use of the Seal does not fall within any of the 
categories of uses permitted by law, I must decline to grant 
the permission you seek. 

Thank you for your inquiry. I am sorry that our response 
could not be a favorable one. 

Mr. Harlan R. Crow 
Partner 
Trammell Crow Company 
717 North Harwood Street 
Suite 2200 
Dallas, Texas 75201 

Enclosures 

FFF:JGR:aw 4/5/83 

cc: FFFielding 
JGRoberts 
Subj. 
Chron 

Sincerely, 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 
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March 18, 1983 

The Honorable Fred Fielding 
Chief Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Fielding: 

20500 

Trammell Crow Company 
717 N. Harwood Street 
Suite 2200 
Dallas, Texas 75201 

214/7 44-9300 

During the last two years I have acquired a special 
collection of important letters written by each of our 
United States Presidents. I have put this collection on 
permanent display in a major new building in downtown 
Dallas. The display is open to the public without charge and 
is displayed in a specially made, secure case which will 
ensure these documents are preserved for the future. 

Dr. Larry Sall of the University of Texas at 
helped in the acquisition of the collection. 
President Reagan was so kind as to send me a 
collection. 

Dallas, has 
In fact, 

letter for my 

I am working with Ms. Miley Busic, an artist here in Dallas, 
to make a sculpture which I would like to install adjacent ~ 

/ to the collection. I understand that she has discussed this . 
with you. You may also know that she was responsible for ; ·> 
the sculpture, "Together !. New . Beginning," which was used at / 
the inaguration of President Reagan and is in the Oval 
Office today. 

The sculpture which she is working on for us is a three 
dimensional representation utilizing the concept of the Seal 
of the President. It is my understanding that in order for 
us to make this representation of the Seal we need to have 
written authority from your office. Please accept this 
letter as our written request for your approval to use a 
likeness of the Seal to make this piece of sculpture. The 
sculpture will be accurate in detail and symbolism. We 
would be happy to furnish photos of the progress and the 
completed sculpture. 

Thank you for your help in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

TRAMMELL CROW COMPANY 

Harlan R. Crow 
Partner 

HRC/pc 

Mo M-11..o._. U ... a-r-



THC: WH lTE HOUSE 

W A SH I N G T ON 

April 7, 1983 

Dear Mr. Crow: 

Thank you for your letter requesting authorization to use 
the Seal of the President in a sculpture. It is our under­
standing that the sculpture would accompany a display of 
Presidential letters you have collected. 

The permitted uses of the Seal of the President are limited 
by statute and executive order. I have attached a copy of 
the pertinent provisions for your information. You will 
notice that the regulations permit the use of the Seal 
"in libraries, museums, or educational facilities incident 
to ••• exhibits relating to ••. the Presidency." While your 
contemplated use does not precisely fit this category, it is 
our understanding that your display of Presidential letters 
will be open to the public free of charge and that the 
proposed use of the Seal is in-110 way connected with any 
commercial activity. It is also our understanding that the 
display is of significant historical and educational value. 
In light of these unique circumstances I have decided to 
authorize your proposed use of the Seal of the President. 

Thank you for bringing this matter to the attention of our 
office, and best of luck with the sculpture and display. 

Mr. Harlan R. Crow 
Partner 
Trammell Crow Company 
717 North Harwood Street 
Suite 2200 
Dallas, Texas 75201 

Enclosures 

FFF/JGR:sts FFFielding 

Sincerely, 

Orig. eigned by FFF 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the Presioent 

JGRobert~ Subj. Chron. 



----... ----·-·----..... -..., ,.,-_- - --.......... ---... -... .,,._~ __ .. _ -------... _,._ ....-.... ..... - --- ..,,.,_.., _. --- ... -

4-:.. -A,._ I'~ ~ 
fr'E ,-; I e-./' k ~ 

,.,..,,,,:. - •c. / ~ ... 

~-,~ ... 
- ~,.-,......,,,. .. tJ 
- '1"'~ • • ..;./ 

f-·.v',, ~, 
?S-i:-- !?'?/ ()6/­

;-,~ I J(tlR.1 HAt..A 

~ - 4-::2f 
~-•~ !~~A~ 
~ ~"'--r-

-----

.. 



MEMORANDCM 

T H E WHITE HO USE 

WASHINGTON 

May 11, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTS ~ 

SUBJECT: Presidential Seal Inquiry 

Sheryll Tomson of "Carroll on Coins" has inquired if there 
is any reason her company cannot produce a souvenir token 
bearing the Seal of the President. I have prepared a 
standard response advising Tomson that her contemplated use 
of the Seal is not permitted • 

. Attachment 



Dear Ms. Tomson: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

May 11, 1983 

Thank you for your recent letter inquiring if there were any 
reason why "Carroll on Coins" could not produce a souvenir 
token bearing. a depiction of the Seal of the President. I 
must advise you that such use of the Presidential Seal is 
prohibited by law. 

Title 18 of the United States Code, Section 713 generally 
prohibits use of the Seal of the President, except in 
accordance with regulations promulgated by the President. 
Those regulations are embodied in Executive Order 11649. A 
copy of the statute and implementing regulations are 
enclosed for your information. As you will see, your 
contemplated use of the Seal is not permitted under these 
provisions. 

Thank you for your inquiry. 

Ms. Sheryll Tomson 
Carroll on Coins 
61 Wilton Road 
Westport, Connecticut 

Enclosure 

FFF:JGR:aw 5/11/83 

cc: F~Fielding 
""1"GRoberts 
Subj. 
Chron 

06880 

Sincerely, 

Orig., signed by FFF 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 



pt. 1 Ch. 33 

§ 713. 

EMBLEMS, INSIGNIA AND NAMES 18 § 713 

Use of likenesses of the great seal of the United 
States, and of,the seals of the President and Vic.e . 
President 

(a ) Whoever knowingly displays any printed or other likeness of 
the great seal of the United States, or of the seals of the President or 
the Vice President of the United States, or any facsimile thereof, in, 
or in connection with, .any advertisement, poster, circular, book, 
pamphlet, or other publication, public meeting, play, motion picture, 
telecast, or other production, or on any building, monument, or sta­
tionery, for the purpose of conveying, or in a manner reasonably cal­
culated to convey, a false impression of sponsorship or approval by the 
Government of the United States or by any department, agency, or in­
strumentality thereof, shall be fined not more than $250 or imprisoned 
not more than six months, or both. 

(b) Whoever, except as authorized under regulations promulgated 
by the President and published in the Federal Register, knowingly 
manufactures, reproduces, sells, or purchases for resale, either sepa­
rately or appended to any article manufactured or sold, any likeness of 
the seals of the President or Vice President, or any substantial part 
thereof, except for manufacture or sale of the article for the official 
use of the Government of the United States, shall be fined not more 
than $250 or imprisoned not more than six months, or both. 

(c) A violation of subsection (a) or {b) of this section may be en­
joined at the suit of the Attorney General upon complaint by any au­
thorized representative of any department or agency of the United 
States. 

Added Pub.L. 89-807, § l(a), Nov. 11, 1966, 80 Stat. 1525, and 
amended Pub.L. 91-651, ~ 1, Jan. 5, 1971, 84 Stat. 1940. 

Historical Note 

1.971 Amendment. Catchline. Pub.L. 
91~1 substituted "Use of likenesses of 
the great seal of the United States, and 
of the seals of the President and Vice 
President" for "Use of the great seal of 
the United States". 

Subsec. (a). Pub.L. 91~1 redeslgnated 
exl1tlng provisions as sub.sec. (a), and, as 
so redeslgnated, expanded prohibition to 
Include likenesses of the seals of tbe Pres ­
ident and Vice President, and added to 
the enumerated list of prohibited uses for 
JlkeneBBes of the great seal of the United 
States and for the seals of the President 
and Vice President, use In posters, public 
meetings, or on any building, monument, 
or stationery. 

Subsecs. (b), (c) . Pub.L. 91--«151 added 
subsecs. (b) and (c). 

Effrctlve Date of 1971 Amendment. Sec­
tion 3 of Pub.L . 91~1 provided that : 
"The amendments made by this Act 
[amending this section) shall not make 
unlawful any preexisting use of the 4e -
5lgn of the grest seal of the United States 
or of the .seals of the President or Vice 
President of the United States that was 
Jawtul on the date of enactment of thla 
Act [Jan. r>, 1971) , until one year after the 
4ate of auch enactment." 

Le&-1.alatlve Hi• tor:,. For Jeg)slaUve 
history and purpose of Pub.L. 8l4!07, aee 
1960 U.S.Code Cong. and .Adm.News, p . 
4408. See, also, Pub.L. 91~1. 19i0 U.S. 
Code Cong. aud .A.dm.Newa, p. ti903. 

25 
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18 § 713 CRIMES Pt. 1 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 11649 

Feb. 16, l9i2, 3i F .R. 3625, as amended by Ex .Ord .No.ll916 . 
.May 28, ]976, fl F.R. 22031 

REGULATIONS GOVERNING SEALS OF PRESIDENT AND 
VICE PRESIDENT OF UNITED STATES 

By virtue of the authority ,·ested In me by section il.3(1J) of title 18, United States 
Code (subsec. (b) of this section] , J hereby prescribe the following regulations gov • 
ernlng the use of the Seals of the President and the Vke President of the Uolted 
States : 

Section 1. Except as otherwise pro• 
vided by law, the knowing manufacture, 
reproduction, sale, or purchase for resale 
of the Seals or Coats of Arms of the 
President or the Vice President of the 
United States, or any likeness or sub­
stantial part thereof, shall be permitted 
only for the following uses : 

(a) Use by the President or Vice Presi­
dent of the United States; 

(b) Use in encyclopedias, dictionaries, 
books, journals, pamphlets, periodicals, 
or magazines Incident to a description or 
history of seals, coats of arms, heraldry, 
or the Presidency or Vice Presidency ; 

(c) Use in libraries, museums, or edu ­
cational facilities Incident to descriptions 
or exhibits relating to seals, coats of 
arms, heraldry, or the Presidency or Vice 
Presidency ; 

(d) Use as an architectural embellish­
ment ID libraries, museums, or archives 

esta'bllshed to house the papers or effects 
of former Presidents or Vice Presidents; 

(e) .Use on a monument to a former 
President or Vice President ; 

(f) Use by way of photographic or 
electronic visual reproduction In pictures, 
moving pictures, or telecasts of bona fide 
news content; 

(g) Such other uses for exceptional his ­
torical, educational, or newsworthy pur­
poses as may be authorized In writing by 
the Counsel to the President. 

Sec. :t. The manufacture, reproduction, 
sale, or purchase for resale, either sepa­
rately or appended to any article manu • 
factured or sold, of the Seals of the 
President or Vice President, or any like­
ness or substantial part thereof, except 
as provided in this Order or as otherwise 
provided by law, Is prohibited. 

RICH.ARD NIXON 

Library Reference• 

United States Q;:=>l5½ . C.J.S. United States I 8 . 

West'• Federal Form• 

Actions by United States or officers thereof, see II 1069 to 1072. 
Preliminary Injunctions and temporary restraining orders, matters pertaining to, 

see I 6271 et seq. 
Sentence and fine, eee I 7631 et eeq. 

§ 714. "Johnny Horizon" character .or name 
As used in this Act, the name or character "Johnny Horizon", 

means the representation of a tall, lean man, with strong facial fea• 
tures, who wears slacks and sport shirt buttoned to the collar (both 
green, when colored), no tie, a field jacket (red, when colored), boot• 
type shoes (brown, when colored) and who carries a backpack, which 
was originated by the Bureau of Land-Management, United States De­
partment of the Interior, as the official symbol for a public service 
antilitter program to maintain the beauty and utility of the Nation's 
public lands. 

26 
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~~IXM~~a¥,~~tiX~~~~~ 

61 Wilton Road, Westport, CT. 06880 (203) 227-2646 

Executive Editor: 
MICHAEL). CARROLL 

Managing Editor: 
MARIANNE MACKAY 

The Honorable Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Fielding: 

J 4241 G ~ 

Our numismatic newsletter "Carroll on Coins" will be 
featuring an issue on John F. Kennedy in a month or two. To 
promote the issue, we are contemplating producing a miniature 
souvenir token which would bear a depiction of the Presidential 
Seal on one side. We would like to know if there is any reason why 
we cannot reproduce the Presidential Seal on this commemorative gold coin 
replica. 

If you would be so kind as to supply us with this information 
as soon as possible we would be most grateful. 

Sincerely, S~s:~ 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HO US E 

. WASHINGTON 

May 13, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JOHN G. ROBERTSY·':.,.•. ~ 

Use of Items with Presidential 
Seal in Product Catalogue 

John Rogers has called to our attention the appearance of 
two items bearing the Presidential Seal in a product cata­
logue produced by the Ad Speciality Institute. The cata­
logue features items that can be produced with customized 
labels or logos. It is used by many different vendors, who 
imprint their own company name and address on the cover. 
The Institute acts as a clearinghouse for orders placed with 
individual vendors. 

The two items bearing the Seal were produced for White House 
use. Their appearance in the catalogue is nonetheless 
contrary to 18 U.S.C. § 713(b), since that use is not "for 
the official use of the Government of the United States" but 
rather for the use of the producers themselves. I have 
prepared a letter to the president of ASI advising him to 
cease use of products bearing the Seal in his catalogue. 

Attachment 



THi:: WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 13, 1983 

Dear Mr. Spike: 

It has come to our attention that items bearing the Seal of 
the President appear on pages 5 and 7 of the "Something 
Special" catalogue produced by Ad Specialty Institute. I 
must advise you that such use of the Seal is prohibited by 
law. 

Title 18 of the United States Code, Section 713 generally 
prohibits the use of the Seal of the President except in 
accordance with regulations promulgated by the President. 
Those regulations are embodied in Executive Order 11649. A 
copy of the statute and implementing regulations are enclosed 
for your information. 

You will notice that the statute prohibits reproduction of 
the Seal, including the Seal appended to any article manu­
factured or sold, "except for manufacture or sale of the 
article for the official use of the Government of the United 
States." 18 u.s.c. § 713(b). Although the items in question 
were produced for the Government, the reproduction of the 
Seal in the catalogue itself was not in any way for the 
official use of the Government. With respect to the item on 
page 7, it is established White House policy not to permit 
the use of a reproduction of the President's signature in 
any manner that could be construed as endorsement of a 
commercial product or enterprise. In this case the appear­
ance of the signature in your catalogue could be so construed. 

In light of all the foregoing, I must advise you to cease 
use of any items bearing the Seal of the President or the 
signature of the President in your catalogue. Thank you for 
your cooperation in ensuring compliance with the laws 
governing use of the Seal and the policy with respect to use 
of the President's signature. 

Mr. Marvin Spike 

Sincerely, 

Orig., eigned by FFF 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 

President, Ad Specialty Institute 
1120 Wheeler Way 
Langhorne, Pennsylvania 19047 

Enclosure _ . _ _ . _ _ / 
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.. 
C H R O N O / MA T I C INC. 

EMBLEMATIC I ADVERTISING I MILITARY I SCHOOL JEWELRY 

RAYMOND MARLEY 
4 600 DUKE ST ., SUITE 41 2 

ALEXANDRIA. VA 22314 
(703) 751-1 552 

1504 SO. COl S . COUNTY TRAIL/EAST GREENWICH. R . I, 02818 
401-884-6360/61 

EA. GREENWICH, R.I. 02818 

HOME OFFICE 
N .J., MD. , PA. , N. Y. 
VA., D.C. 

I 
I 

(401) 884-0129 
(609) 933-2489 
(7~3) 751-1552 

11 li~itorl •orlilin:n nrP.sent~tion of uniaue s,:,.ecia/ty advertising and business gift products for better _business communications. 



HS-02 

HOUZE MAGIC ON FINE CRYSTAL AND CERAMICS 
• HS-02/Four Seasons Executive Crystal: asV6192 100+ 250+ 500+ 
; ~-ounce glasses display spring, summer, winter, 

CR17, 1 color, 
and fall designs when filled with cold beverage. 4.47 3.09 2.83 
• B-4707/White Ceramic Mug: 12-ounce mug 

no gold 

shows hidden message when filled with a hot 
CR17, 2 colors, 6.26 4.13 3.42 no gold 

beverage. 
CR17, !!old only 6.56 5.18 4.72 • CRH/Round Crystal Fluted Tray: 7-112". 

• SG83/Swedish Grey Crystal Oval Tray: 6"x8". CR17, 2 colors, 8.35 8.22 5.51 incl.gold 

asi/6792 
SG83, 1 color 7.18 6.17 5.84 

All quantities 
HS-02 Packed In sels of 411111t boxed1 S22.50 

SG83, 2 color 8.97 7,16 6.57 

Mailer packed: S24.75/set. G Minimum order: S175.00. 
SG83, gold only 8.81 7.60 7.47 

SG83, 2 colors, 10.59 8.79 8.18 Incl. gold 

OiR'r'SI.ERl982 
Our OF THE RED 

~ 

~ .• 

..... - .., 

1000+ 

2.41 

3.07 

4.50 

5.16 

5.56 

6.14 

7.18 

1.n 

on Mug• change• 
•• Hot or Cold 
Bovorogo I• Poured. ~4707 

2500+ 
D Art and scrffn charges: one color, S50.00; two or more, 
S70.00. D While gift box for SG83, S.58 each; for CR17, 

2.17 S.57 each. D For addlllonal products and colors, contact 
your specialty advertising counselor. 

2.86 

4.26 asl/6192 300+ 500+ 1000+ 2500+ 5000+ 

4.75 B-4707, 1 FX 4.36 4.15 4.04 3.98 3.95 color + 1 ceramic 
5.46 Each add'I. 1.86 1.65 1.64 1.62 1.61 FXcolor 5.96 

7.08 D Art and scrHn charges: add S70.00. 

7.59 

7 



SOLID BRASS CLASSICS FROM BTS 
• Pandora's Box™ Solid Brass Specialty Boxes: 
Cast in solid brass, fully lined. Holds business 
cards, paper cl ips, jewelry, personals. Gift boxed. 
• Rectangular 4 " x3"x1- 118" . 
• Oval 4-3/4 "x3-5/8 "x1-1/8". 

as//3171 50+ 100+ 250+ 500+ 1000+ 
Personalized only 24.50 21 .25 19.00 18.50 18.00 
LgjjoOnly 30.00 26.50 23.50 22.75 22.25 
Logo& 33.00 29.25 26.00 25.25 24.50 Personalization 

' I Logo Is either etched or cast oxidized and bulled to 
highlight recessed imprint area. O Logos: S55.00. O Max. 
imprint area: Oval, 3" x4"; Rectangular: 2-1/2" x3•1/2". 

• The KuberrandTM Solid Brass Recognition: The 
· - ____ _ , _._, "'"'"1 ;,,11v in deslan allows 

All products h• v• • smooth, shiny 
finish. Moulc p• ttema In this 
llluatr• tlon • r • background 
reflections only. 

Pandora•• Boa:™ 

your message to dominate. Packaged in a plush 
drawstring pouch. 2" x2" x2" . 

as//3871 12+ 72+ 144+ 
Personalized only 25.00 22.00 19.00 
Lgj!O only 34.00 30.00 28.75 
Logo & Personalization 37 .00 33.00 28.50 

• Logo is etched, oxidized and bulled on 1 aide to high­
light recessed imprinl area. • Logos: S55.00. • Add'I. 
aide imprints: S12.00 each side. 

• Coaster Weights™. Each coaster features blind 
embossed logos on honey brown leather. Leather 
coated with stain and moisture resistant lacquers. 
Set of 4 In oak hardwood display rack. 

aa//3871 25+ 50+ 250+ 500+ 
Seto14 42.00 35.00 30.00 29.00 

0 Initial reproduction of logo, S55.00. C Imprint area, · 
3-1/4" diameter. 

• The Sovereign States TM Solid Brass Com­
memorative: A paperweight or office piece. 
4" x2-3l4 " x1/4" . States: USA, CA, WA, UT, TX, WI, 
IL, MS, LA, NY, NJ or Canada. Simulated suede 
pouch for states; window gift box for USA. 

. aa//3871 25+ 75+ 150+ 250+ 500+ 1000+ 
Sovereign States 20.00 17.00 14.50 13.50 12.75 12.00 

• All Sovereign States will be etched or angreved, oxi­
dized and bulled to highlight recessed Imprint area. 
• Logos: S55.00. D Personalization: S3.00 each. 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHINGTON 

May 20, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JOHN G. ROBERTS,9~ -<: 

Yet Another Request for Use of the 
Presidential Seal by the President's 
Committee on Employment of the Handicapped 

Rick Kuhlmey, apparently an individual active in the handi­
capped community, has written the President asking him to 
give back the use of his Seal to the President's Committee 
on Employment of the Handicapped (PCEH). You will recall 
that in years past the PCEH issued invitations to its annual 
gatherings in the name of the President and with the Presiden­
tial Seal. This Administration halted the practice. The 
Chairman of the PCEH wrote you requesting permission to 
issue invitations in the President's name, which you denied, 
stating: "In light of the significant number of Presidential 
committees, commissions, and task forces, it is not possible 
to authorize any one group to take action in the President's 
name -- including issuing invitations -- without real risk 
of a broad expansion of the practice in a manner that would 
create the possibility of abuse and ultimately demean the 
Office of the Presidency by overuse." Another member of the 
PCEH, Kathleen Olson, had written earlier seeking permission 
to use the Seal on the invitations. You advised Olson that 
uses of the Seal were limited by law and that the permitted 
uses did not include use by the PCEH on its invitations. I 
have drafted a reply to Kuhlmey consistent with these 
earlier responses and established policy. 

Attachment 
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Dear Mr. Kuhlmey: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S HINGTON 

May 20 ,· 1983 

Thank you for your letter to the President concerning the 
use of the Seal of the President and the President's name on 
the invitations to the annual meeting of the President's 
Committee on Employment of the Handicapped. In that letter 
you requested an explanation of why the President's name and 
seal may not be used on the invitations. 

In light of the significant number of Presidential committees, 
commissions, and task forces, it is not possible to authorize 
any one group to take action in the President's name -­
including issuing invitations ·-- without real risk of a 
broad expansion of the practice in a manner that would 
create the possibility of abuse and ultimately demean the 
Office of the Presidency by overuse. We have accordingly 
found it necessary to adopt the general policy of not 
permitting such groups to take action in the President's 
name. 

Title 18 of the United States Code, Section 713, is the 
principal federal law governing use of the Seal of the 
President of the United States. Section 713 proscribes use 
of the Presidential Seal except as authorized under regula­
tions promulgated by the President. The regulations to 
which reference is made are embodied in Executive Order 
11649 (February 16, 1972), as amended by Executive Order 
11916 (May 28, 1976). I attach for your information a copy 
of 18 U.S.C., § 713, the notes to which include the Execu­
tive Orders mentioned. You will note that permissible uses 
of the Seal are limited by law. As a matter of policy, the 
Administration adheres to these regulations when responding 
to requests on use of the Seal. In light of these require­
ments, we cannot approve the use of the Seal on the Com­
mittee's annual invitations. 
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Let me assure you that our position with respect to use of 
the Seal of the President and the President's name by 
Presidential committees is being uniformly applied, and, as 
I hope and believe you know, in no way represents a change 
in the commitment of the President to the work of the 
Committee on Employment of the Handicapped or to the con­
cerns of the handicapped community. 

Mr. Rick Kuhlmey 
3104 Demetrius 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Attachment 

FFF:JGR:aw 5/20/83 

cc: FFFielding 
JG Roberts 
Subj. 
Chron 

89101 

Sincerely, 

Orig. ei.gned by FFF 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 
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3104 Demetrius 
Las Vegas, NV 89101 
April 1, 1983 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House ]42417 

·I I 
( J : / 

,_/.,- (....,-

1600 PBnnsyivania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20003 

Dear President Reagan: 

After reading the enclosed letters again and again, I ask of you 
to please give your personal authorization for your Committee on 
the EmplHyment of the Handicapped to use your name and seal on the 
invitations sent out for it's annual meeting. 

And, if ~ou cannot grant this request, would you llease explain why? 

So why, you may ask, all the fuss over the use of your name and seal? 
Sir, I well remember the thrill of receiving invitations to your Com­
mittee's annual meeting with the seal and name of former Presidents 
on it. I knew the President himself would not be there, but the seal 
and name meant to me (and my friends) that he cared. We now feel 
shunned. I personally feel you do care. 

I an a conservative Republican who has for years worked to fulfill 
a basic tenet of Republican phileeophy, that is, to get people off 
Welfare rolls and back to work. I have done this by working for 
stronger rehabilitation programs to get the handicapped back to work. 
Your Committee is an important facet of rehabilitation, even as State 
and local Governors' Committees on the Employment of the Hand~capped 
are so important because they are the chains of volunteers who donate 
unbelievable hours of time to those tasks that tax-funded rehabilita­
tion programs cannot begin to accomplish! 

Please read the enclosed letters and think over my request caeefully. 
There are a lot of people out here that don't get much attention. 
Little things go a long way with us. Give us back the seal, please. 

Sincerely, 

(ii ~it[u1it(f 
P.S. Why should Democrats and Democratic Presidents get credit for 

fulfilling the Republican principle of getting people off the 
welfare falls and back to work? They do, you know, because 
they are always there with the handicapped. 
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The Honorable Barbara Vucanovich 
United States Representative 
300 Eooth Street, Room 1139 
Reno, NV 89509 

ATTENTION: . Ace Martelle 

Dear Mrs. Vucanovich: 

3104 Demetrius 
Las Vegas, NV 89101 
March 2, 1983 

It was indeed a pleasure to meet and speak with you when you 
spoke to the joint session of our Nevada Legislature. 

Per your request, I am forwarding this letter requesting your 
aasistance in resolving a matter affecting the relationship 
between .the President of the United States and the handicapped 
community across this Nation. 

Traditionally the President's Committee on the Employment of 
the Handicapped has used the President's Seal on their invi­
tations for their annual meetings. The use of the President's 
Seal has been denied to the committee for the last two years. 
The denial of the use of the Seal is having a very negative 
affect. The handicapped community figures the President does 
no~ care about them and is downplaying their needs and impor­
tance. This may not seem important to some people, but let 
me assure you that the handicapped not only vote, but can have · 
a definite influence on a very large number of other votes during 
the upcoming Presidential elections. President Reagan has been 
set up to accumulate a large negative during these four years 
of his Presidency by his committee being denied the use of his 
Seal. 

Would you please correct this situation and return the use of 
the President' Seal to the President's Committee on the Employ­
ment of the Handicapped? It will be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, . 

C?~K~ 
:wk 



' .. 

Mr. Rick Kuhlmey 
3104 Demetrius 

C!Congress of tbe Wniteb ~tates 
J,oust of l\tprtstntatibts 

Rla~bington, It€. 20515 

March 25, 1983 

Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 

Dear Mr. Kuhlmey: 

Thank you for writing regarding the use of the Presidential 
Seal by the President's Committee on the Employment of the 
Handicapped. 

I contacted the President's Committee on your behalf, and I 
just recently received their reply. I have attached a copy 
of their letter for your review. 

I trust that Mr. Russell's explanation responds to your concerns. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me in the future if I can be 
of further assistance with this or any other matter of concern. 

Again, thank you for writing. 

BFV:wm 

Sincerely, 

/ 

BARBARA F. VUCANOVICH 
Member of Congress 

Enc. 
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on tmp1oymem 
of the Handicapped 
Washington, D.C. 20210 

March 18, 1983 

Congressman Barbara Vucanovich 
508 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Vucanovich: 

THE SECRET ARY OF ST ATE 
THE SECRET ARY OF THE TREASURY 
THE SECRETARY OF OEFENSE 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
THE SECRET ARY OF THE INTERIOR 
THE SECRET ARY OF AGRICULTURE 
THE SECRET ARY OF COMMERCE 
THE SECRET ARY OF LABOR 
THE SECRET ARY OF EOUCATION 
THE SECRET ARY OF HEAL TH AND 

HUMAN SERVICES 
THE SECRET ARY OF HOUSING AND 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
THE SECRET ARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
THE AOMINISTRATION OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
THE OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT 
THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE GENERAL 

SERVICES ADMINISTRA TIDN 
THE UNITED STA TES INTERNATIONAL 

COMMUNICATION AGENCY 
THE POSTMASTER GENERAL 

Thank you very much for letting us see the letter from your 
constituent, Rick Kuhlmey of Las Vegas, regarding the use of 
the President's name and President's seal in sending out invi­
tations to the Annual Meeting of the President's Committee on 
Employment of the Handicapped. 

For many years our invitations to Annual Meetings went out in 
the name of the President, bearing the Presidential seal. 

Two years ago someone on The White House staff questioned our 
use of his name and seal ••• eyen though we had been using them 
for years. An Executive Order of the President exists which 
limits the use of his name and seal. These may be used, the 
Executive Order states, only in thoseoccasions where the 
President himself gives his personal authorization. 

We've never had such personal authorization. We assumed that 
(a) being a Presidential Committee and (b) having done it for 
so many years that the practice was legitimate. 

So we've had to stop the practice. Our invitations now go 
out in the name of Harold Russell, Chairman of the President's 
Committee. 

Any change in this practice would have to emanate in The 
White House, of course. 



_. ';t' 
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Congressman Barbara Vucanovich 

I hope your constituent understands the reasons for our change, 
and the fact that the change does not reflect any lessening of 
interest in handicapped people by The White House. 

Harold Russell 
Chairman 

,i 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 27, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JOHN G. ROBERTS~ 

Correspondence from Marvin Spike 
Concerning Presidential Seal 

You will recall that you sent a letter to Marvin Spike, 
President of ASI, objecting to the appearance of items 
bearing the Presidential Seal in ASI's "Something Special" 
catalogue. Mr. Spike would like to know which distributor 
brought the matter to your attention; I recommend simply 
ignoring this inquiry. Spike agreed to notify his personnel 
of the ban on use of the Seal, to avoid the problem in the 
future. He also indicated he would use his trade magazines 
to advise the specialty advertising industry of the prohibi­
tion. By way of explanation (and passing the buck), he · 
noted that manufacturers of products bearing logos submit 
the examples they want to appear in the ASI catalogue, and 
that the offending items were submitted by their manufacturers. 
In an extended "P.S." Spike objects to the statutory pro­
tection of the Seal, opining that the Government should 
encourage people to recognize and promote the Seal. 

Unless you are seized with a burning desire to engage Mr. 
Spike in debate on the desirability of protecting the 
Presidential Seal, I see no need for further correspondence. 
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· ADVERTISING SPECIAL TY INSTITUTE® 
Bucks County Business Park • 1120 Wheeler Way • Langhorne, PA 1904 7 • 215/752-4200 

May 19, 1983 

Mr. Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Good morning: 

Thank you for calling our attention to the "Seal of the President" on a product 
advertised in the "Something Special" catalog we produce for the specialty 
advertising profession. 

We are pleased that one of the advertising counselorsusing our catalog thought 
the catalog and its content distinctive enou.gh to submit to The White House. 
If you happen to know which distributor brought it to your attention (the 
distributor's name appears on the cover), I'd appreciate your providing that 
information to me. 

I'm sorry the "Seal" appeared in a way you suggest "is prohibited by law." 
By way of copies of this letter to our various department heads (and the 
manufacturers of the products illustrated with the "Seal"), I am informing them 
of your notification, so that we can avoid that problem in the future. 

For your own information, perhaps the following explanation might be helpful. 

ASI is a data center and publisher for the specialty advertising market. 
"Something Special" is one of several syndicated catalogs we produce for distrib­
utors who use the catalogs to advertise the products they offer to various 
organizations and companies who purchase the products -- with their respective 
advertising logos or messages imprinted on or attached to them. 

Distributors do .not use the catalog to offer the products described in it with 
the specific advertising imprint or logo illustrated, for sale. They are simply 
suggesting, in a graphic way, that the illustrated products are available with 
customized imprinting. The copy illustrated on the products in the catalogs 
is there to show how the products look with graphics on them and to illus-
trate the area generally used for application of the logos. 

ASI is not involved in the actual purchase or sale of the products. 
the advertising for those manufacturers whose products appear in the 
The advertisers, of course, try to pick samples (to illustrate their 
bearing attractive ad messages or trademarks. 

We produce 
catalogs. 
advertising) 

Both manufacturers whose products are referred to in your letter are well 
respected in the specialty advertising business. I'm rather certain neither 
would intentionally submit samples bearing a trademark they knew was not allowed 
to be reproduced for that purpose. I suspect they chose the Presidential Seal 
and signature as a result of their own pride in having produced a product used 
by The White House. Should either of the two have anything further to add, I'm 
sure they will be in touch with you. 

Please continue ..• 

Information Is The Second Most Important Part Of Your Business. YOU ARE THE FIRSTI ASI Is In Business To Keep YOU Informed. 
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Mr. Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 

May 19, 1983 
Page 2 

In the meantime, I plan to use your reminder in a positive way, by publishing 
a follow-up in our trade magazines for specialty advertising practitioners 
and users, alerting them to the code you have brought to my attention. The 
remindBr will ultimately reach over 50,000 companies involved in the sale, 
purchase and use of specialty advertising and business gifts. I hope that 
will help head off future misuses. 

Sincerely, 

Marvi ~ Spike 
President 

P.S.: I realize "the law is a law." That's why I've volunteered to comply 
and to pass your reminder along to others. 

However, I find this particular "code" troublesome to accept in concept. I 
might be missing the point, but I think the "Seal" of the President of the 
United States is something you would want to encourage people to regularly 
recognize and promote in any reasonable way, so long as the use is not dis­
tasteful or suggests an actual endorsement by the President or The White House. 

It's hard to understand a code that discourages pride in patriotism at a time 
when both are so important in this nation. Perhaps the code simply needs 
modification to serve its purpose without, at the same time, defeating it. 

MS:llf 

cc: Mary Place, Supervisor, Consolidated Catalog Production Coordination 
Reginald Blount, Supervisor, Publications Coordination 
Ron Ball, Advertising Manager 
Mary Ellen Hudicka, Supervisor, ASI Catalog & Advertising Copy 
Robert Trasatti, Director of Graphics/Production/Coordination 
John Brod, President/Houze Glass Corporation 
Alan Ferris/Basic Tool & Supply Company 
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Dear · Mr. Spike: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 13, 1983 

,, 

It has come to our attention that items bearing the Seal of 
the President appear on pages 5 and 7 of the "Something 
Special" catalogue produced by Ad Specialty Institute. I 
must advise you that such use of the Seal is prohibited by 
law. 

Title 18 of the United States Code, Section 713 generally 
prohibits the use of the Seal of the President except in 
accordance with regulations promulgated by the President. 
Those regulations are embodied in Executive Order 11649. A 
copy of the statute and implementing regulations are enclosed 
for your information. • -
You will notice that the statute prohibits reproduction of 
the Seal, including the Seal appended to any article manu­
factured or sold, "except for manufacture or sale of the 
article for the official use of · the Government of the United 
States." 18 u.s.c. § 713(b). Although the items in question 
were produced for the Government, the reproduction of the 
Seal in the catalogue itself was not in any way for the 
official use of the Government. With respect to the item on 
page 7, it is established White House policy not to permit 
the ·use of a ~eproduction of the President's signature in 
any manner that could be construed as endorsement of a 
commercial product or enterprise. In this case the appear­
ance of the signature in your catalogue could be so construed. 

In light of all the foregoing, I must advise you to cease 
use of any items bearing the Seal of the President or the 
signature of the President in your catalogue. Thank you for 
your cooperation in ensuring compliance with the laws 
governing use of the Seal and the policy with respect to use 
of the President's signature. 

Mr. Marvin Spike 

Sincerely, 

Orig. ~igned by FFF 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 

President, Ad Specialty Institute 
1120 Wheeler Way 
Langhorne, Pennsylvania 19047 

Enclosure 
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