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THE WHITE r-ious:: 

October 30, 1985 

MEMOR:ri.NDUM FOR DAVID L. CHEK 
STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

FRED F. FIELDING 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Certificates for Legislative anc Judic:a: 
Branch .L..ppoir•tees to the Com.miss ion or. ths 
Bicentennial of the r.s. Constitutio~ 

The stctt1te ~s,~ablishing the Cornrr.issii:)r: or: the B~:::.:nt.er1z:ia2. 
cf ths c.s. C0Lstitution provided that certaiL ap?oin~me~~E 
tc the C.orruTiEsion be rnade by· the ?:::-esiderlt frorr: :.iE:.s 
submi~::~d bv the Chief Justice and the Hill leade=sh1~. 
'!'h:..s ~::~':}8ess- .=,~ __ su:-:.ed ir~ the appoirtt.~nent c:_ rn.-=rr~l;ar~ c": 
1:c}n9ress cr1C s:itwE.ins- ju6qes to tr~is executi\?e b=arp::r~ erJti1:~ ... 
Separa:::.or, o: pGwers anC. incornpatibili ty clausi:: concerns 
9e:r:i~ral:.j~ prec:u6e issuing corrLIDissior~s of app0ir1~meri-: c.s 
execut:.ve c==~cers to thsse serving in the othe~ branches. 
Accord..:_ngl:l, w!"'""ile othe::.- merr1.t"ers o= 'this Comtr .. issior: receiv·eC. 
cornrnissic~.ns o: cppoiritmer~-: frorri the Presider.t.~, the rep:-eser:­
ta~ives of the Judiciary an~ the legislative branct -­
Circuit Judges Cornelias Kennedy and Charles Kigqins, 
Senators Stevens and Kennedy, and Congressman Crane -- did 
no:.. 

The Chie: Justice, who is Chairman of the Cmnrr,i.ssior:, has 
recuested tha:. some certificate of appoint...uer::. be- i ssueC. tc 
these :ive. W~ have preparec an appropriate certi:icat=, 
mocelec or: these issuec to a?pointees to qua.si-9C\.'srr-.. r0er,tc.l 
en:.ities. These certificates satisfy the Chief Justiceis 
request wi thou:. unduly compromising our posi tior, 
executi·v,e c-:Jrrur:isEions generally not be issued tc, 
servinq ir. ths o~her branche~. 

t~h;a-!:. 

t f'r,:) 512 

Wher: signec, these certifica:es should be returne~ tc me 
presen~ation ~o ~he Chief Justice. 

FFF:JGR;aea 10/30/85 
cc: FFFielding 
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TriE WHITE O>..,;SE 

October 24, 1985 

MEMORl\NDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTS 

SUBJECT: B centenn icates 

Ron Geisle:::- advises that a cover memorandurr: is needed tc 
send the Bicentennial certificates in to Chew for approval 
be signing. A 6raf~ is atta 

·-
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

October 24, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTS 

SUBJECT: Bicentennial Certificates 

Ron Geisler aa.vises that a cover memorandum is needed tc 
send the Bicentennial certificates i~ ~o Che¥ for approval 
before signing. A draft is attachec. 

Attachmen:. 

-. 



THE: WHITE: HOUSE 

WASHil\iGTQI\," 

October 24, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID L. CHEW 
STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

FRED F. FIELDING 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Certificates for Legislative and Judicial 
Branch Appointees to the Conunission on the 
Bicentennial of the U.S. Constitution 

The statute establishing the Conunission on the Bicentennial 
of the U.S. Constitution provided tha~ certain appointmen~s 
to the Commission be made by the President from lists 
submitted by the Chief Justice and the Hill leadership. 
This proces..s~ resulted in the appointment of members of 
Congress and·· si-t:t.ing judges to this executive branch entity. 
Separation of powers and incompatibility clause concerns 
generally preclude issuing conunissions of appointment as 
executive officers to those serving in the other branches. 
Accordingly, while other members of this Conunission receivec 
commissions of appointment from the President, the represen­
tatives of the judiciary and the legislative branch -­
Circuit Judges Cornelius Kennedy and Charles Wiggins, 
Sena"tors Stevens and Kennedy, and Congressman Crane -- did 
no:.. 

The Chief Justice, who is Chairman of the Commission, has 
requested tha~ some certificate 0£ appointment be issued tc 
these fivs. We have prepared an appropriate certificate, 
modeled on those issued to appointees to quasi-governmenta: 
entities. These certificates satisfy the Chief Justice's 
request without unduly compromising our position that 
executive commissions generally not be issued to those 
serving in the other branches. 

Wnen ·signed., these ce'rtificates should be returned to me for 
presentation to the Chief Jus'tice. 

FFF:JGR:aea 10/24/85 
cc: FFFielding 

JGRoberts 
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ON THE BICENTENNIAL OF THE UNITED STATES 
JANUARY 1986 

Bicentennial Commission Meets, 
Adopts Plans, Criteria For Projects 

he Bicentennial Commission met 
at the Supreme Court Building in 
Washington on November 24-25 and 
made manv substantive decisions that 
will guide its activities for the next 
four vears. 

Among the major actions of the 
Commission were: meetings of the 
newly-appointed Committees to carry 
out the substantive work of the Com­
mission, discussion of staff and bud­
gets, adoption of regulations on project 
recognition and support, adoption of 
regulations on acceptance of contribu­
tions and gifts-in-kind, discussion of 
the status of legislation concerning the 
Commission, approval to establish a 
501 (c) (3) foundation to aid the Com­
mission's work. 

The Commission also selected the 
logo for the Bicentennial and the seal 
for the Commission. The logo was one 
of 42 submissions from various sources. 
The Committee on Project Endorse­
ments and Support, chaired by Com­
missioner Cornelia Kennedy, selected 
three designs as finalists, and the Com­
mission made the final selection. 

The winning design was prepared 
by the Institute of Heraldry of the 
Army, commanded by Col. Gerald A. 
Luchino. In response to a request made 
to the Defense Department, the Insti­
tute's staff prepared 14 designs on ex­
tremely short notice. The artist for the 
winning design was Sarah LeClerc. 

The seal which was adopted will be 
stamped in gold, and will appear on all 
certificates of achievement awarded 
by the Commission for exceptional 
efforts by individuals and organiza­
tions in the Bicentennial. The 
Commission will also use it on special 
presentations. 

Policies Adopted 
In accord with its enabling legisla­

tion, the Commission adopted regula­
tions concerning the acceptance of do­
nations of money, gifts-in-kind, and 
services. Also in accord with the law, 

the Commission adopted policies gov­
erning its sponsorship, recognition, 
and other support of projects planned 
and carried out by other organizations. 
These regulations will be published in 
the Federal Register and will be open 
to public comment. After revisions, if 

will become final. 

logo of the Commission. 

The Commission also discussed 
several proposals to revise its enabling 
legislation, which were mentioned in 
its First Report and are now pending 
before Congress. The proposals in­
clude increasing Commission appropri­
ations, raising the limits on gifts by 
individuals and companies, and ex­
tending the Bicentennial to include the 
200th anniversary of the ratification of 
the Bill of Rights. The Commission au­
thorized preparation and presentation 
of testimony for the congressional hear­
ings on these matters scheduled 
in December. 

Projects Approved 

Since the policies on recognition of 
projects had just been adopted, final ap­
proval could not be given on any Bi­
centennial projects at this Commission 

VOL.2, N0.1 

meeting. In general, the criteria for 
Commission recognition are that a pro­
ject must be: regional, national or in­
ternational in scope; of substantial edu­
cational or historical value; directed by 
people with a record of successful work 
in the field; and organized and funded 
so that the likelihood of success is high. 

The Commission agreed to work 
with the Citizens' Stamp Advisory 
Committee of the U.S. Postal Service 
on a series of 28 commemorative 
stamps. Among those to be designed 
and issued would be depictions of the 
meeting of the Convention in Phila­
delphia, the ratification of the Constitu­
tion by each of the original States, the 
origins of the three branches of govern­
ment in 1789, and the logo of the Bi­
centennial Commission. 

Committees Named 

The following Committees were es­
tablished to assist the work of the Com­
mission: Executive Committee, 
chaired by the Chief Justice; Commit­
tee on Finance, chaired bv Herbert 
Brownell, with the Congr~ssional 
Members as Advisors; Advisory Com­
mittee on Personnel and Administra­
tion, co-chaired by William Lucas and 
Ronald Walker; Advisorv Committee 
on Educational Projects,· co-chaired by 
Philip Crane and Charles Wright; Advi­
sory Committee on Private Associa­
tions and Organizations, co-chaired by 
Edward Hill and Obert Tanner. 

Others include the Advisory Com­
mittee on Media, co-chaired by Lynne 
Cheney and Edward Kennedy; Advi­
sory Committee on Project Endorse­
ments and Support, chaired by Corne­
lia Kennedy; Advisory Committee on 
Federal Liaison, co-chaired by Fred­
erick Biebel and Lindy Boggs; Advisory 
Committee on State and Local Liai­
son, co-chaired by 
Phyllis and 
Committee on 
chaired by Betty 

















THE. WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 5, 1986 .... 

MEMORANDUM FOR FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR. 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

JOHN G. ROBERTS , 
ASSOCIATE COUN&iif~G THE PRESIDENT 

Request to Prepare a Videotape for 
the Commission on the Bicentennial 
of the U.S. Constitution 

~--_ ....... - r' 

You have asked for our views on whether the President should do 
a videotape for the Commission on the Bicentennial of the U.S. 
Constitution. The Commission would use the videotape in 
presentations to state and local groups to promote appropriate 
commemoration of the bicentennial. 

This off ice has no legal objection to the President providing a 
brief videotape, and we think it would be a good idea. The 
videotape would provide the President an opportunity to present 
his views on the importance of recommitting ourselves to the 
basic values of Federalism and liberty embodied in the Consti­
tution. The message should not discuss the Commission or 
specific projects, but simply the general importance of the 
Constitution. This office should review the message, and can 
assist in the drafting as well. 

It should be noted that the Commission is authorized by law to 
accept donations to cover its own expenses and projects. It 
must be made clear to the Commission that a Presidential video­
tape will be provided only if there are adequate assurances that 
it will not be used in any sort of fundraising activity. 
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THE WH1TE HOUSE 

cNl/ASH 1NG"l"ON 

MEMORANDUM 

'TO: FRED FIELDING 

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR .• DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION 

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECOMMENDATION ON THE FOLLOWING 
""'""'-~~,,--~"'"""'-'' __ ,s~,~c,,HEDULJN .. Q_!!J!qp1~§.'.! u~~~~ .. ~ .. .c90NS IDERA TI ON : 

EVENT: 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

Prepare a videotape for the Commission on the 
Bicentennial of the United States Constitution 

Earliest possible convenience 

The White House 

BACKGROUND: See attached 

'YOUR ·RECOMMENDATION: 

Regret ' '- Surrogate 
Priority 
c1Routine-

:Message_ Other 

'~IF 'RECOMMENDATION IS TO ACCEPT, PLEASE CITE REASONS: 

RESPONSE DUE: ASAP TO JEAN APPLEBY SllsoN -------



SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

PROJECT OFFICER: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

·-----· - r. ..... 

February 24, 1986 

FRED RYAN 

TOM GIBSON11· 

Presidential Videotape for Commission on the 
Bicentennial of the United States 
Constitution. 

To encourage states and other organizations 
to develop activities for the bicentennial 
which focus on the importance of the 
Constitutior.. 

The success of the commemoration depends on 
the widespread and enthusiastic involvement 
of private groues and organizations to 
enlarge public understanding and appreciation 
of the Constitution. 

A message from the President would reinforce 
the importance of the celebration and give 
the Commission a valuable tool to promote the 
bicentennial. Commission members would show 
the message to state and local groups as part 
of their effort to encourage organization of 
local activities. To date, 22 states have 
established local commissions for the 
celebration. 

The bicentennial commemorative period lasts 
through 1991. 

Earliest possible convenience. 

To be determined. 

Prepared script, approximately 2 - 3 minutes 
in length. 

Tom Gibson/Elizabeth Board 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Suspense Date __________ _ 

MEMORANDUM FOR:--~----------
FROM: DIANNA G. H~LLAND 
ACTION 

Approved 

Please handle/review 

For your information 

For your recommendation 

For the files 

Please see me 

Please prepare response for 
______ signature 

As we discussed 

Return to me for filing 

COMMENT 



March 18, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR AMY WEIST 

FROM: PAMELA K. ELMETsf?/('C 

SUBJECT: COMMISSION ON THE BICENTENNIAL OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION 

Edward P. Morgan died on March 3, 1986. He had been serving 
as a Member of the Commission on the Bicentennial of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

Please withdraw his name from the membership list. He was 
an appointee of Senator Thurmond's. Nancy Kennedy has 
contacted the Senator's office regarding a new candidate. 

Please notify the appropriate offices. 

/l1AJ ~ ~UA d/ / 'i . 

i~f''D1·~ ~ 

'11~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 27, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR. 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

JOHN G. ROBERTS. 
ASSOCIATE COUNs1;Luro THE PRESIDENT 

Request for POTUS to Address the Los Angeles 
Bar Association as they Observe the 
Bicentennial of the Constitution 

You have asked for our views on an invitation to the President 
to address the Los Angeles County Bar Association on the subject 
of the Bicentennial of the Constitution. It is our view that 
the President should schedule an address to a bar association or 
other legal gathering to articulate the Administration's views 
on the Constitution during the bicentennial period. The 
American Bar Association may be a more appropriate forum than a 
local bar group, but serious consideration should be given to 
any local invitations that fit conveniently into the schedule. 







Charles S. Vogel 
President 

Donald P. Baker 
President-Elect 

Larry R. Feldman 
Senior Vice-President 

Margaret M. Morrow 
Vice-President 
Treasurer 

Richard Walch 
Executive Director 

David A. Pascale 
Associate Executive Director 
& Director of Finance 

Jill Switzer 
Associate Executive Director 
& General Counsel 

Trustees 

Anthony E. Alexander 
James A. Andrews 
Philip W. Bartenetti 
Allan Browne 
Claudia A. Carver 
Hon. H. Walter Croskey 
Jeffrey C. Freedman 
Patricia A. Gartner 
Lorraine C. Gollub 
Ann Ruth Grant 
Harry L Hathaway 
Haig Kehiayan 
Patrick M. Kelly 
Candace Kay Ladley 
Cheryl White Mason 
Robin Meadow 
Neal S. Millard 
Richard Rosin 
James B. Russell 
Federico Castelan Sayre 
Robert S. Schlifkin 
Mariorie S. Steinberg 
William Lew Tan 

Jeflrey A. Tidus 
Donald M. Wessling 
Helena Sunny Wise 

Los Angeles County 
Bar Association 

January 2, 1986 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President 
United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

ATTN: Frederick J. Ryan, Jr. 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
and Director of Presidential 
Appointments and Scheduling 

Dear Mr. President: 

617 South Olive Street 
Los Angeles. California 90014 
213 627-2727 

Mailmg address: 
P.O. Box 55020 
Los Angeles. California 90055 

The Los Angeles County Bar Assoc:ration 
is planning an observance of the Bi-Centerrnial 
of the Constitution of the United States. On 
behalf of the Association, I am honored to invite 
you to speak to our membership on this occasion. 

Although the actual Bi-Centennial does 
not take place until September 17 ;' 1987; we feel 
that an event of such profound hist~cal signif i­
cance merits extended and careful planning. We 
have not yet selected a specific date as we are 
anxious to induce your acceptance and wish to 
schedule a date that is most convenient to you. 
Your participation, Mr. President, will greatly 
enhance our efforts to celebrate the adoption 
of the United States Constitution. 

The Los Angeles County Bar Association 
is the largest voluntary bar in the nation. With 
the support of its 18,000 members, the Association 
works to enhance the administration of justice, 
promotes a variety of public service projects, 
and sponsors educational programs for its members 
and the public. In the past we have been fortunate 
to have as our guest speaker~·such renowned persons 
as President Jimmy Carter, Attorney General William 
French Smith, Solicitor General Rex Lee, Secretary 
of Education Shirley Hufstedler and Deputy 
Secretary of State Warren M. Christopher. It 
is in keeping with this tradition that we invite 
you to address us as we pay tribute to the 
Constitution and the system of government to 
which we all owe so much. 



The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
January 2, 1986 
Page Two 

We would be pleased to have you speak 
on any subject of interest, and your remarks 
may be as general or specific as you choose. We 
suggest, however, that your views on the 
Constitution as· a cornerstone of our government 
would be especially significant to the legal 
community and the public at large. 

If you are able to accept this 
invitation, we will do all that is requested 
to accommodate your convenience and requirements 
to make your visit pleasurable and minimally 
inconvenient to your schedule. 

Your consideration 
is greatly appreciated, and 
hearing from you with every 
be able to accept. 

of this request 
we look forward to 
hope that you will 

/ 
/ 

ver/t tru1y yours, 
,/ /" -· 

7 ///)., / ) ' l~ 
L-- ,/ ; , , < /-v, ~ " ( : 

/ Charles S. Vogel / 
/' President / 

Reply to: Charles s. Vogel, Esq. 

CSV:cc 

Sidley & Austin 
35th Floor 
2049 Century Park East 
Los Angeles, California 90067 
(213) 556-6430 

t 
cc: William French Smith, Esq. 

I 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 31, 1986 

Dear Mr. McGrath: 

Thank you for your letter of March 25 to Counsel to the President 
Fred F. Fielding, concerning the appointment of the members of the 
Commission on the Bicentennial of the United States Constitution. 

The White House press releases you enclosed with your letter accurately 
describe the appointment process for each of the appointed members. As 
you note in your letter, the President retains ultimate responsibility 
for all of the appointments, as he must under Article II, section 2, 
clause 2 of the Constitution. 

Commission members Biebel, Hill, Lucas, Murphy, Schlafly, Siegan, 
Walker, and Wright were appointed by the President without formal 
recommendations under Section 4(a) (1) of Public Law 98-101. Commission 
members Crane, Cheney, Green, and O'Connor were appointed by the 
President from among the recommendations of the Speaker of the House (in 
consultation with the minority leader of the House). Commission members 
E. Kennedy, Lightsey, Morgan, and Stevens were appointed by the 
President from among the recommendations of the President pro tempore of 
the Senate (in consultation with the majority and minority leaders of 
the Senate). Commission members Brownell, c. Kennedy, Tanner, and 
Wiggins were appointed by the President from among the recommendations 
of the Chief Justice. 

Pursuant to Section 4(f), the vacancy resulting from the death of 
Mr. Morgan should be filled through appointment by the President from 
among recommendations submitted by the President pro tempore of the 
Senate, in consultation with the majority and minority leaders of the 
Senate. 

Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we may be of any further 
assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Associate 

Joseph B. McGrath, Esquire 
General Counsel 
Commission on the Bicentennial 
of the United States Constitution 

734 Jackson Place 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Roberts 
to the President 





\i)~,~~~MQn d~~~~~,-~~~ =-~~~~~-~?~~· 
COMMISSION ON THE BICENTENNIAL OF THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION 

r'arren E. Burger 
Chainnan 

rederick K. Biebel 

indy Boggs 

.erbert Brownell 

ynne V. Cheney 

hilip M. Crane 

Tilliam J. Green 

dward Victor Hill 

omelia G. Kennedy 

dward M. Kennedy 

arry M. Lightsey. Jr. 

Tilliam Lucas 

dward P. Morgan 

etty Southard Murphy 

homas H. O'Connor 

lyilis Schlafly 

emard H. Siegan 

ed Stevens 

bert C. Tanner 

:rom Thuffilond 

l)nald H. Walker 

harles E. Wiggins 

harles Alan Wright 

lark W. Cannon 
Stqff Director 

:maid M. Mann 
Deputy Stqff Director 

>4 Jackson Place 
fashington D.C. 20503 
elephone (202) USA-1787 

March 25, 1986 

Honorable Fred.F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Fielding: 

397286·UA-/ 

Would you be kind enough to have someone 
examine for me the enclosed chart of the members 
of this Commission showing how, I believe, these 
members were appointed in relation to the specific 
requirements of section 4(a) of Public Law 98-101 
(copy enclosed)? 

I would appreciate any corrections which your 
office or other staff at the White House deem warranted. 
The only information I can find in the Commission 
files are White House press releases of June 25, 
July 16, July 26 and September 9, 1985 (copies en­
closed). 

The question presents itself in connection with 
the requirement of section 4(f) that a vacancy "shall 
be filled in the same manner in which the original 
appointment was made." (See also, 45 CFR 2000.ll(f) 
enclosed.) While all appointments are made by the 
President, I want to assure that our Commission 
records are accurate as to those Commission members 
who were appointed under section 4(a) from recommenda­
tions made by the Speaker, by the Chief Justice and 
by the President pro tempore of the Senate. 

The enclosed listing of the present Commission 
indicates the genesis of e~ch appointment as I under­
stand it to be. I would appreciate having this infor­
mation confirmed by a return of the enclosed list with 
any corrections necessary. Thank you very much for 
your help, and good luck on your future career. 

Enclosures 



Return to: Joseph B. McGrath, Counsel 
734 Jackson Place, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20503 

COMMISSION 
MEMBERS SOURCE Under Sec. 4(a) Pub. L. 98-101 

Senate 
The President Chief 

President Pro Tern Justice Speaker 

1. Warren E. Burger NAMED BY THE STATUTE 

2. Frederick K. Biebel x 

3. Lindy Boggs DESIGNATED BY THE SPEAKER 

4. Herbert Brownell x 
5. Lynne V. Cheney x 
6. Philip M. Crane x 
7. William J. Green x 
8. Edward Victor Hill x 
9. Cornelia G. Kennedy x 

10. Edward M. Kennedy x 
11. Harry M. Lightsey, Jr. x 
12. William Lucas x 
13. Edward P. Morgan* x 
14. Betty Southard Murphy x 
15. Thomas H. O'Connor x 
16. Phyllis Schlaf ly x 

17. Bernard H. Sieg an x 
18. Ted Stevens x 
19. Obert c. Tanner x 

20. Strom Thurmond NAMED BY THE STATUTE 

21. Ronald H. Walker x 

22. Charles E. Wiggins x 

23. Charles Alan Wright x 

*Died March 3, 1986 



PUBLIC LAW 98-101-SEPT. 29, 1983 

Public Law 98-101 
98th Congress 

An Act 

To provide for the establishment of a Commission on the Bicentennial of the 
Constitution. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled. That there is 
established a Commission on the Bicentennial of the United States 
Constitution. hereinafter referred to as the "Commission". 

FINDINGS 

SEC. 2. The Conirress finds that-
Cll the bicentennial of the Constitutional Convention's adop­

tion of the Constitution occurs on September 17, 1987; 
<2> the Constitution enunciates the limitations on govern­

ment. the inalienable rights, and the timeless principles of 
individual liberty and responsibility. and equality before law, 
for the people of the United States of America: 

(3l this document has set an enduring example of representa­
tive democracy for the world; and 

(4) the maintenance of the common principles that animate 
our Republic depend upon a knowledge and understanding of 
their roots and origins. 

PURPOSE 

SEc. 3. It is the purpose of this Act to establish a Commission to 
promote and coordinate activities to commemorate the bicentennial 
of the Constitution. 

MEMBERSHIP 

/sEc. 4. (a) The Commission shall be composed of twenty-three V m~mbers as follows: 
(1) twenty members appointed by the President, four of whom 

shall be appointed from among the recommendations made by 
the Speaker of the House of ~presentatives (in consultation 
with the minority leader of the House of Representatives), four 
of whom shall be appointed from among the recommendations 
made by the President pro tempore of the Senate, in consulta­
tion with the majority leader and minority leader of the Senate, 
and four of whom shall be appointed from among the recom­
mendations made by the Chief Justice of the United States; 

<2> the Chief Justice of the United States, or his designee; 
(3) the President pro tempore of the Senate, or his designee; 

and 

d 
(~J the Speaker of the House of Rep~ntatives, or his 

es1gnee. . 
(bJ Each of the individuals making recommendations to the Presi­

dent regarding appointments shall seek to achieve a balanced mem­
bership representing, to the maximum extent practicable, the 
Nation as a whole. The Commission members shall be chosen from 

11-139 0 - 83 (102) 

97 STAT. 719 

Sept. 29. 1983 
[S. 118j 

Commission on 
the Bicentennial 
of the 
Constitution. 
Establishment. 



97 STAT. 720 PUBLIC LAW 98-101-SEPT. 29, 1983 

among individuals who have demonstrated scholarship, a strong 
sense of public service. expertise in the learned professions, and 
abilities likely to contribute to the fulfillment of the duties of the 
Commission. 

(c) Members of the Commission shall be appointed for the life of 
the Commission. 

(d) One of the members shall be designated as Chairman by, and 
shall serve in the position of Chairman at the pleasure of, the 
President. 

(e) Twelve members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum, 
but a lesser number may conduct meetings. 

Vacancy. /':. (fi A vacancy in the Commission resulting from the death or 
V ;::esignation of a member shall not affect its powers, and shall be 

filled in the same manner in which the original appointment was 
made. 

Pay rate 

5 USC 5101 et 
seq. 
5 use 5331. 

Compensation 
and 
reimbursement. 

Detailed Federal 
agency 
personnel. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS AND POWERS 

SEC. 5. (a) The Commission shall appoint a staff director who shall 
be paid at a rate not to exceed the rate of basic pay provided for 
level I of the Executive Schedule pursuant to section 5312 of title 5, 
United States Code. 

(b) The Commission is authorized to appoint and fix the compensa­
tion, without regard to the provisions of title 5, United States Code, 
governing appointments in the comJ)etitive service, and without 
regard to chaper 51 and subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title 
relating to classification and General Schedule pay rates, of such 
additional publicly paid personnel up ;g fiu9 pei:&QRi, as the Chair- ll 
man finds necessary to carry out the purposes of this title. Such 
personnel shall be compensated at a rate not to exceed a rate equal 
to the maximum rate of pay for GS-18 of the General Schedule 
under section 5332 of title 5, United States Code. 

(c) Subject to the provisions of this subsection, the Commission 
may appoint and fix the pay of such additional personnel to be paid 
out of private donations. An individual appointed to a po_sition 
funded in such manner shall be so designated at the time of such 
individual's appointment. The Chairman may appoint such addi­
tional personnel as he deems appropriate, not to exceed forty staff 
members. 

(d) Each member of the Commission shall serve without being 
compensated as a member of· such Commission, except that each 
member shall be reimbursed for travel, subsistence, and other neces­
sary expenses incurred by them in the performance of their duties. 

(e)(l) Upon request of the Com.mission, the head of any Federal 
agency may detail any of the personnel of such agency to the 
Commission to assist the Commission in carrying out its duties 
under this Act. Details under this subsection shall be without 
reimbursement by the Commission to the agency from which the 
emplo~ee concerned was detailed. . 

(2) The Commission may accept ~ services ef RQt te e11eeei j} 
iweaty empl~ees l:lHSeF this sl:l\;Jseetiea at eay time. 

CO The Commission is authorized to procure supplies, services, and 
property, and make contracts, in any fiscal year, only to such extent 
or in such amounts as are provided in appropriation Acts or are 
donated pursuant to subsection (h) of this section. 

(g) The Commission is authorized to enter into agreements with 
.the General Services Administration for procurement of necessary 
financial and anministrative services, for which payment shall be 

JI C.'na.~.s l'N\~~~ .le,/ 'P\l.'b. L. qq - l 'to, 
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PUBLIC LAW 98-101-SEPT. 29, 1983 

(1) the historical setting in which the C.Onstitution was devel­
oped s.nd ratified, including such antecedent.s as the Federalist 
Papers. the Articles of the Confederation, and the ratification 
debates in the States; 

(2) the contribution of diverse ethnic and racial groups; 
(3) the relationship and historical development of the three 

branches of the Government; 
(4l the importance of activities concerning the Constitution 

and citizenship education throughout all of the States regard­
less of when such St.ate achieved statehood; 

(51 the unique achievements and contributions of the partici­
pants in the Constitutional Convention of 1787 and the State 
:ratification proceedings; 

161 the diverse legal and philosophical views regarding the 
Constitution; 

\71 the need for reflection upon both academic and scholarly 
views of the Constitution and the principle that the document 
must be understood by the general public; 

( 81 the substantive provisions of the Constitution it.self; 
(9l the impact of the Constitution on American life and 

government; 
n Ol the need to encourage appropriate educational curricu­

lums designed to educate students at all levels of learning on 
the drafting, ratification, and history of the Constitution and 
the specific provisions of that document; and 

<lll the significance of the principles and institutions of the 
Constitution to other nations and their citizens. 

(c) The Commission shall seek the cooperation, advice, flD.d assist­
ance from both private and governmental agencies and organiza­
tions. including the National Endowment for the Arts, the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, the Library of Congress, the Smith­
sonian Institution, the National Archives, the Department of the 
Interior, State and local governments, learned societies, academic 
institutions, and historical, patriotic, philanthropic, civic, and pro­
fessional groups, and bar associations. 

tdl The Commission may, in carrying out the purposes of this Act, 
delegate authority to State advisory commissions to assist in imple­
menting this Act. 

(e) Within two years after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Commission shall submit to the President and each House of the 
Congress and the Judicial C.Onference of the United States a compre­
hensive report incorporating specific recommendations-of the Com· 
mission for commemoration and coordination of the bicentennial 
and related activities. Such report sh.all include recommendations 
for publications, scholarly projects. conferences, programs, films, 
libraries, exhibits, ceremonies, and other projects, competitions and 
awards, and a calendar of major activities and events planned to• 
commemorate specific historical dates. Each year after such compre­
hensive report, the Commission shall submit an annual report to the 
President, each House of the Congress, and the Judicial Conference 
until such Commission terminates. 

TERMINATION 

SEC. 7. The Commission shall terminate on December 31, 1989. 



PUBLIC LAW 98-101-SEPT. 29, 1983 

AUTHORIZATION OP·APPROPRIATIONS 

SEC. 8. There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out the 
purposes of this Act $800,000 for fiscal year 1984 and such sums as 
may be necessary for the subsequent fiscal years through fiscal year 
1989. 

D'FECTlVE DATE 

SEC. 9. This Act shall become effective on the date of enactment. 

Approved September 29, 1983. 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY-S.118: 

SE~ATE REPORT No. 98-68 <Comm. on the Judiciary). 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. Vol. 129 <1983J: 

July 18. considered and pB8lled Senate. 
Aug. 4. considered and passed House, amended. 
Sept. 14, Senate concurred in House amendments 

WEEKLY COMPlLA TlON OF PRESlDENTlAL DOCUMENTS, Vol. 19, No. 39 t1983l: 
Sept. 29. Presidential statement. 

0 

97 STAT. 723 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release June 25, 1985 

The President today announced his intention to appoint the 
following individuals to be Members of the Co~~ission on the 
Bicentennial of the United States Constitution. The President also 
intends to designate Chief Justice Warren E. Burger as Chairman, 
who is a member by law. · 

FREDERICK K. BIEBEL is Executive Vice President and Treasurer of 
the International Republican Cooperation Fund in Washington, D.C. 
He was born April 5, 1926 in Bridgeport, Connecticut, and now 
resides in Stratford, Connectic~t. 

BETTY SOUTHARD MORPHY is Partner in the law firm of Baker & 
Hostetler in Washington, D.C. She was born March 1, 1928 in East 
Orange, New Jersey, and now resides in Alexandria, Virginia. 

PHYLLIS SCHLAFLY is President of Eagle Forum in Washington, D.C. 
She was born August 15, 1924 in St. Louis, Missouri, and now 
resides in Alton, Illinois. 

BER..~ARD H. SIEGAN is Distinguished Professor of Law at the 
University of San Di~go. He was born July 28, 1924 in Chicago, 
Illinois, and now re~ides in La Jolla, California. 

RONALD H. WALKER 1s Managing Director and Partner of Korn/Ferry 
International in Washington, D.C. He was born July 25, 1937 in 
Bryan, Texas and now resides in Potomac, Maryland. 

CP.ARLES ALAN t·rnIGET is Professor of !..aw at the University of Texas 
at Austin. He was born September 3, 1927 in Philadelphia, 
Pehnsylvania, and now resides in Austin, Texas. 

Upon the recommendation of Warren E. Burger, Chief Justice of the 
United States: e 

HERBERT BROWNELL is curre~tly of Counsel with the law firm of Lord, 
Day and Lord in New York City. He was born February 20, 1904 in 
Peru, Nebraska, and ?cw resides in New York City. 

CORNELIA G. KENN~DY is currsntly U.S. Circuit Judge for the Sixth 
Circcit. She was born August 4, 1923 in Detroit, Michigan, and now 
resides in Gross2 Pointe Woods, Michigan. 

MORE (OVER) 



1. 

t' 

-.2-

OBERT CLARK Tli.i\NER is Founder and Chairr::an of the Board of OC 
Tanner & Company. He was born September 20, 1904 in Farmington, 
Utah, and now resides in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

CP.hRLES EDWARD WIGGINS is currently U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
Ninth Circuit. He was born December 3, 1927 in El Monte, 
California, and now resides in San Francisco, California. 

Upon the reco~JTiendation of the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, 
in consultation with the Majority Leader and Minority Leader of the 
Senate: 

HARRY MCKINLEY LIGHTSEY, JR. is Dean, University of South Carolina 
School of Law. He was born December 27, 1931 in Columbia, South 
Carolina, and now resides in West Columbia, South Carolina. 

EDWARD P. MORGAN is owner of the law firm of Welch & Morgan of 
Washington, D.C. He was born May 28, 1913 in St. Louis, Missouri, 
and now resides in Bethesda, Maryland. 

THEODORE FULTON STEVENS is a U.S. Senator for the State of Alaska. 
He was born November 18, 1923 in Indianapolis, Indiana, and now 
resides in Chevy Chase, Maryland. 

Upon the recommendation of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives in consultation with the MinorLty· Leader of the 
House of Representatives: 

LYNNE ANNE VINCENT CHENEY is currentlv Senior Editor of the 
Washingtonian Magazine. She was born-January 14, 1941 in Casper, 
Wyoming, and now resides in Washington, O.C •. 

PHILIP M. CRANE is U.S. Representative for the 12th District of 
Illinois. He was born November 3, 19JC in Chicago, Illinois, and 
now resides in Washington, D.C. 

WILLIAM JOSEPH GREEN is an attorney with the firm cf Wolf, Block, 
Schorr & Solis-Cohen of Philadelphia. H~ was born June 6, 1938 in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and still resides there. 

THOKAS HENRY O'CONNOR is a Professor o= History at Boston College. 
He was born December 9, 197.2.in Boston, Massachusetts, and resides 
in Braintree; Massachusetts. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release July 16, 1985 

The President today announced his intention to appoint E.V. Hill to 
be a Member of the Commission on the Bicentennial of the United 
States Constitution. This is a new position. 

Reverend Hill is pastor of Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church of 
Los Angeles. He was a Member of the Private Sector Initiatives 
Task Force in 1982. 

He graduated from Prairie View College (B.S., 1955). He was born 
November 11, 1933 in Columbus, Texas and now resides in Los 
Angeles. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release July 26, 1985 

The President today appointed Edward Moore Kennedy, United States 
Senator from the State of Massachusetts, upon the recommendation of 
the President pro tempore of the Senate, in consultation with the 
Majority Leader and Minority Leader of the Senate, to be a Member 
of the Commission on the Bicentennial of the United States 
Constitution. This is a new position. 

# # # 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of the Pr~ss Secretary 

For Immediate Release September 9, 1985 

· ... The President today announced his intention to appoint William 
Lucas to be a Member of the Commission on the Bicentennial of the 
United States Constitution. This is a new position. 

He was elected Wayne County (Michigan) Executive in 1982 and took 
office in January 1983. Previously, he served in Wayne County as 
Sheriff (1969-1983) and Undersheriff (1968-1969). Prior to that 
time, he was a Special Agent for the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in Washington, D.C., Cincinnati and Detroit. 

Mr. Lucas graduated from Manhattan College {B.A., 1952) and Fordham 
Law School (J.D., 1961). He is married, has five children and 
resides in Detroit, Michigan. He was born January 5, 1928 in New 
York City. 

# # # 
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