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SO many of life's horrors come sud-
denly on dull, dark days. For Ronaid
Reagan, Monday lunch was just anoth-
er stop on the rubber chicken circuit,
followed by the chance to pitch his eco-
nomic program to labor leaders—and
the predictable lukewarm reception. in
the drizzle outside the Washington
Hilton, the President waved and
grinned and moved toward his limou-
sine. Then the all too familiar sound
—"like flashcubes going off,” accord-
ing to an eyewitness—and the terrible
frenzy erupted. Agents slammed the
President into his car and sped him
away before he could see the devas-
tation. The bodies of three men lay
splayed across the sidewalk, and a
swarm of lawmen had pinioned John
W. Hinckley Jr.—yet another pudgy,
shadowy figure who was entering the
American limelight with a pistol in

his hand.

Not even Reagan himself realized at
first that he had become the fifth Amer-
ican President struck by gunfire—he
arrived at the hospital thinking the pain
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in his left side might have been caused-

by the Secret Service tackie. The
news came especially cruelly to the
First Lady. At the White House, Nancy
Reagan had just returned from a lun-
cheon when her Secret Service

aide toid her that Presidential Press
Secretary James Brady had been shot.

-She rushed to George Washington Uni-
versity Hospital, where an old friend,

White House Deputy Chief of Staff Mi-
chael Deaver, tried to reassure her that
the President was all right—but inad-
vertently raised her fears. “If he is
okay, why can’t | see him?”’ she asked.
When Deaver investigated he learned
a truth he wanted not to hear: The
doctors, upon removing Reagan's
clothes, had discovered a bullet wound
below the left armpit. Nancy rushed in
to see her husband. “Honey, | forgot to
duck,” he quipped, commandeering
Jack Dempsey’s excuse after Gene
Tunney’s knockout punch. Despite his
brave assurances, Nancy was visibly
shaken. “She didn't break down, but
there were tearsinher eyes and she just

The President’s wave changed to a grimace

S

as the bullet struck (above). Moments later Tim
McCarthy (right, toreground), Officer Thomas De-
lahanty and James Brady lay wounded.

couldn’t talk,” recalls her assistant
press secretary, Barbara Cook.

During the next two hours surgeons
removed a .22-caliber bullet that was
lodged in the President’s left lung
and became the shot heard round the
world. With Soviet troops poised on the
Polish border, the prospect of the West
deprived of its leader loomed cata-
strophically. “l am in control here in the
White House, pending return of the
Vice-President,” Secretary of State
Haig announced as George Bush
rushed back to Washington from Tex-
as. Whether Haig’s move was presump-
tion or a necessary attempt at stability
will be debated for weeks. Meanwhile
the most awesome symbol of presiden-
tial power—the black briefcase with
the codes to be used to order a nu-
clear strike—remained at the hospital
with Reagan throughout his ordeal. The
possibility of an international crisis




friend, actor
“She’s a gallant

*1 think Nancy will hold up very well,”

predicted a longtime

Chariton Heston.

UYLIS NOLONIHEYM JHL/NOLISON AINYIE




Emerging from a buried life into a nightmare, Hinckley
may have been driven by a murderous movie fantasy

When a reporter phoned JoAnn Hinck-
ley to tell her that her son had been ar-
rested for shooting the President of
the United States, she reacted with
stunned disbelief. *“This is some kind
of joke, isn’t it?"” she asked. inevitably,
her shock was shared by nearly every-
one who had known John Warnock
Hinckley Jr. as he passed through a
nondescript boyhood. To them,

this blond, blue-eyed son of a wealthy
oil executive was quiet, polite and de-
scribable in all the standard clichés: He
was “a nice guy” and “‘a normal kid”’
from an “all-American family.” But
those who knew him recently remem-
bered another Hinckley—a gun-
collecting recluse living in a fiithy
apartment, flirting with fascism and
fantasizing about a teenage actress he
would never have the courage to speak
to. Atyet another level was a hidden
anger, revealed only to those he be-
lieved shared his fanaticism. Recalls
president-elect Michael Allen, who ex-
‘pelled him from the National Socialist
Party: “He wanted to shoot people and
blow things up.”

Asis so often the case, there were no
landmarks in Hinckiey's background to
suggest the tortured course he would
follow. Now 25 years old, he grew up in
Dallas’ affiuent Highland Park area.
His father—an engineer, president of
an oil exploration firm and an active
member of the local Episcopal church
—set high standards for his three
children, and Hinckley's brother and
sister seemed to live up to them. His
sister, Mrs. Diane Sims, was a high
school cheerleader and homecoming
queen. Scott Hinckley entered the fam-
ily business and became a vice-
president; ironically, he was scheduled
to be a dinner guest the night after the
shooting at the home of Vice-President
George Bush’s son Neil. But in John Jr.
the flame seemed to be lacking. He
dabbled in school activities—the Span-
ish club, the rodeo club and Students in
Government—but made little impres-
sion on teachers or classmates. “He
was quiet and low-key,” says class-
mate Beverly McBeath. “Something
must have happened to him after high
school.”

Perhaps something did, but if there
was a turning point it passed unper-
ceived. After graduating from high
school in 1973, Hinckley enrolied
at Texas Tech University in Lubbock.
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In and out of Tech for the next seven
years, he switched from the school of
business to the college of arts and sci-
ences before dropping out for good last
July. The impression he left was hardly
indelible, but Otto Nelson, an associate
professor of history, remembers that
Hinckley wrote two well-thought-out
papers on Nazism-—a review of

Adolf Hitler’s Mein Kampf and areport
on a book on the death camp at Ausch-
witz. At about the same time Hinckley
took a one-bedroom apartment off-
campus and lived there alone, seldom
speaking to neighbors. Mark Swoftard,
the building’s superintendent,
remembers being called in once to
clean out a drain. “It just blew me
away,” he says. ‘“There was garbage
piled up all over the cabinets and even
in the bookshelves. Other than that, it
looked like no one lived there. A

guitar and a television set were the only
things that he had.”

No doubt sensing in himself the root-
lessness that Swoffard briefly ob-
served, Hinckley drifted from Lubbock
last summer. He tended bar for a while
in Denver, near his parents’ new home
in Evergreen, Colo., then unsuccessful-
ly sought a job selling photography in
Hollywood. Last October 9 he was ar-
rested at an airport in Nashville and
charged with the possession of three
concealed handguns. Though Presi-
dent Carter was also in Nashville at the
time, speaking at the Grand Ole Opry,
no connection was ever suspected.
Four days later Hinckley turned up in
Dallas, where he bought the pistol al-
legedly used to shoot Carter’s
successor.

Finally, of course, no one could have

‘predicted what Hinckley was planning

—no one but Hinckley himself. And
that, in a chillingly prophetic note to ac-
tress Jodie Foster, is precisely what he
did. Apparently possessed by some
deeply felt secret vision of the actress,
he carried her picture in his waliet,
wrote letters to her and somehow de-
veloped the idea that President
Reagan had treated her shabbily.
Searching Hinckley's Washington hotel
room after his arrest, federal agents
came upon a message allegedly in-
tended for Faster. “l will prove my love
for you through an historic act,” it read.
““| will probably die for what | am about
to do. itis now 12:30, an hour before |
go to the Hilton Hotel.” O °

CONTINUED

ROBIN PLATZER/IMAGES

The FBIl believes Hincldey became ob-
sessed with Jodie Foster, forwhom
Robert De Niro tumed killer In Taxi Driver.

“Theyhave a quiet °
home life and stay
to themselves,”
said aneighborof <~
Hinckley’s parents,
who live inthis &
$180,000 homein *
Evergreen, Colo. A
self-made million-
airewitharecord of
involvementinis-
sues like hunger -
and the environ-
ment, John Hinck-
ley Sr. supported
Ronald Reagan for
President.




“ﬁéﬁaﬁblo‘ok hhi@ inour amuals,” No more memorableatTexas Tech (ln Hmclsley’s descentinto! hispersona! o
‘says a high school classmate of Hinckley. 1974, above),“He was an anonymous face  depths seemed reflected onhisrecent
“Ncbodyremembm him real well.” nﬂnemwd,” saysahlstory !eacher - Colorado duver’s llcense. :




An eerie foreshadowing of
last week’s assault
underscores the
President’s vulnerability

The tableau is hellishly familiar to
America. As a public figure works his
way through a crowd, a revolver sud-
denly appears from a sea of
outstretched arms. Sometimes the re-
sult is tragedy, sometimes just a nerve-
shattering scare. As this dramatic
1975 photograph illustrates, Ronald
Reagan knows the scene all too well.
In Miami in November, just a few hours
- after Reagan launched his unsuccess-
ful '76 presidential campaign, a 20-
year-old college dropout named Mi-
chael Lance Carvin pulled a gun from
a paper bag and took aim at the can-
didate.Forjustasplitsecond, before he
was wrestled to the ground, Carvin had
a clear shot at Reagan. Although Se-
cret Service agents later discovered
that the “‘gun’” was only a toy, Carvin
was convicted of intimidating Reagan
and interfering with federal officers; he
is now in prison in North Carolina. This
was the second attack on Reagan—the
first came when two men attempted to
firebomb the California governor’s
home in 1968—and he reacted with
smiling and predictabie nonchalance.
“I'm fine,” he told supporters 30 min-
utes after the incident. “it doesn’t
change my view about campaigning.”
But every public figure in America
must live with the possibility of irratio-
nal violence, or even death, not least
the First Family. “l think you always
have it in the back of your mind,” Nancy
Reagan said that day in 1975. “l hope it
doesn’t happen again.” In her memoirs,
Sheila Rabb Weidenfeld—the press
aide to Betty Ford during both attempts
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on Gerald Ford’s life—observed of
their constant anticipation of disaster
that “in some ways, it's more difficuit
for the relatives of potential assassina-
tion targets.” Adds former Reagan
aide Nancy Reynolds, a close friend

of the current First Lady: “The

concern and tension are always there

whenever you go into a public place.”
Last week's tragedy transformed
that permanent anxiety into an acute
agony for the President’s family. Rea-
gan’s younger daughter, Patti Davis,
was particularly ‘““devastated” by the
news, according to family friend
Mary Jane Wick, who reports: “The fear




of assassination was one of the rea-
sons Patti didn't want her father to run
in the first place.” The normally unfiap-
pable Nancy Reagan was aiso deeply
shaken. For years she had been able
to put the possibility of violence out

of her mind with a finely developed
strategy of avoidance. “I’'ve never

asked about the threats on our lives,”
she wrote in her autobiography, Nan-
cy. “Idon’t know how many there have
been and | don’t want to know.” Last
week, an assailant’s bullet had finally
converted all those threats from an ab-
straction to a terrifying and constant
reality. O

CONTINUED

It was only a toy pistol, but Michael Carvin got
10 years after pulling it on Reagan during a 1875
Miami rally. Secret Service men suspected

that Carvin had earlier telephoned their Denver
office threatening to harm Reagan or then-
President Ford.
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A stricken President
showed the pluck and grit
his friends knew he had

Political critics of the President have
suggested that much of his seeming
accomplishment is mostly acting. Last
week no one said that about his
courage. Like the cowboy hero he once
portrayed, Ronaid Reagan strode into
the hospital emergency room under his
own power, joking off the bullet that
. had jeopardized his life. Throughout his
ordeal, he varied rakishness with
sangfroid: He told nurses who flocked
to his side, “If I'd gotten this kind of
attention in Hollywood, | would have
stayed’-—and quoted Churchill’s
dictum that life's greatest exhilaration
. is to be shot at without result. “I| know
my father,” Michael Reagan said with
forced confidence while the surgery
was in progress. “He’ll be running this
country again tomorrow.” Incredibly,
he was: The next morning the President
signed the dairy price support bill from
his bed in intensive care. ‘
Reagan’s stamina surprised even
doctors at George Washington
University Hospital. ““He’s an amazing
physical specimen,” said clinical
affairs dean Dennis O’Leary, who
called Reagan *‘physiologically very
youthful.” A private man with no taste
for showy exercises like jogging or
pumping iron, Reagan has for years
quietly kept fit and trim. He takes pride
in the fact that he has kept around 180
pounds—his college football weight
—by eating and drinking abstemiously
and by doing 10 minutes of sit-ups.
He also uses an exercise wheel daily.
Until the election he and Nancy reg-
ulariy went to a Los Angeles exercise
studio run by Mike Abrums, who was
scheduled to install gym equipment in
the White House just this week. Lee
Clearwater, 60—Reagan’s ranch fore-
man, fellow woodcutter and best crony
—says the doctors should not have
been shocked. “l could have told them
he was just a kid compared to me,” he
says. Adds former aide Gordon
Luce: “He leads a very disciplined life
and just takes good care of him-
self—and his state of mind is an im-
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“There’s no depression within him,” Jim-
my Stewart says of his pal. “He has always
stayed on top of everything.”

portant part of his physical health.”
That stoic side, so rarely displayed in
public, is a legend among his friends.
“The President has always been a per-
son of great strength and tremendous
spirit,” says his producer friend A.C.
Lyles. “Both Nancy and Ron are. | know
their faith and strength will carry them
through.” Old pal Bob Hope remem-
bers with a shudder the day last
November when Reagan pointed out
the bulletproof flak jacket beneath his
raincoat. “He just said the Secret Ser-
vice asked him to wear it,” Hope
recalls. The President may also have a
streak of fatalism in him, suggests his
longtime barber, Harry Drucker. “He
once said, ‘If they're gonna get me,
they're gonna get me,’ ”’ Drucker re-
calls. “He doesn’t entertain any fears.”
To some extent, Reagan’s grace un-
der pressure may even have its roots

- in Hollywood. Edward Langley, a writer

who worked with Reagan at General
Electric, reports that the President was
a great admirer of Errol Flynn’s pa-
nache. “He called himself the B-
movies’ Errol Flynn,” Langley says. ““He
even walks like Flynn. He’s a swash-
buckler, and walking into that hospital
is just like him.” But whatever the oth-
er roots of his resiliency, Ronald
Reagan clearly has an incurable case
of optimism. *“Ronald Reagan has no
down days,” marveled James Stewart
the morning after the shooting. “He al-
ways keeps going in the face of stress,
hitting at those things he believes in.
He proved that throughout his cam-
paign. And he did it again yesterday.
He is an extraordinary man.” O




sy

The A.C. Lyleses, members of the R
never worried. “He’s in such

from the stump, he pruned trees at home.
inner circle,

Reagan keeps in shape by working out and
working outside. One July weekend away

eagan

marvelous health,” sald Lyles.

TONY KORODY/SYGMA

sate

Hope says of Reagan. “The whole coun-

“He’s been my friend for 40 years,” Bob
try is with him.”
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\ancy learns fow

to live with peril

In a compelling article excerpted from her
culobiography, Nancy Reagan remembers an-
o'her assassination attempt on her husband’s
life and how she has come to terms with the
danger she and her family face in the public
eye. She also comments on today’s morality
and why she and the president firmly advo-
cate the death penalty. .

By Nancy Reagan with Bill-Libby

los Angeles Times Special

The families of men in power live in a
fishbowl. Some of the pressures placed on
your man press you, too, and you have to be
strong to stand them. I had to learn to live
with the thought and possibility of danger.
But you take all the precautions you can, and
then put faith in God and go about your daily
life. If you don't, you can't function.

i During the time in 1968 when Ronnie was
a favorite-son candidate, Secret Service
agents had been assigned to us as they had to -
several others after the tragic assassination of
Robert Kennedy. They were wonderful men,
and we became close friends with them.

One night we were in bed when we heard
& sound that Ronnie said was a shot. He got

[

up, put on a robe, and went out in the hall. A -

» young Secret Service man carrying a shotgun
was on the stairs and sald very politely,
“Governor, would you mind not getting In
front of any windows.” X el

IT SEEMS THAT one of the agents saw
two men trying to light a Molotov' cocktail
~ beneath our windows. The agent got off one
shot—the one we'd heard—but didn’t dare
fire again as the men ran to a car and took
off. They left the unlighted firebomb behind.
Ronale, in discussing the incident with the
press, described the shot that was fired as a
waming shot. Later, the agent told him,
“‘Governor, we don’t fire warning shots. I just
missed, and I couldn’t fire again because of all
the houses around here.”
I've never asked about threats on our lives.
1 don’t know how many there have been and
1 don’t want to know. I always knew some-
thing was brewing, though, because there
would suddenly be more security men around
than usual. The only incident I was made

_aware of—accidentally—was one L_heard
about on TV. It was a threat agalnst me

personally, and I must say that it rattled me. .
it rattled Ronnie even more. The plot was to

g

EA!SLY IN THE 1976 CAMPAIGN, fhe i,
voelding o toy gun. The incident convinced Mrs,

- truth that remains constant despite efforts to

. mean it in the broadest sense. Morality is a

.guide them. Society needs them to keep it

encounfef;d 6 prank
Reagen of the need to surrounds the Reogans

kidnap me and send Ronnie my head if he
wouldn't agree to release certain individuals
from prison. I

Later, in 1976, right after Ronnie an- |
nounced his intention to run for president in
Washington, we flew to Miami. We were on a
platform, and a man called out “Hi, Dutch—
glad to see you."” Anytime anyone says
“Dutch” we know he's from the Midwest, '
where Ronnie was once a sports announcer
and used that nickname. Ronnie recognized
him and said, “Hi, I'll be down to see you
afterward.” ' ’

AS A CANDIDATE, Ronnie had just been
joined by the Secret Service men. They had
told him to turn left when he came down
from the platform. Instead, he turned right to
see his old friend. I followed behind “Tom-
my"” Thomas, our Florida chairman. We had
gone only a few steps when I heard Tommy
yell, “What the hell do you think you're
doing?” And he plunged into the crowd.

It turned out that he had spotted a young.
man with a gun. Tommy is a tall, large man,
but he was very courageous to act as he did.
The Secret Service moved in quickly, but it
took a lot of effort to subdue this 20-year-old, -
who was very strong. : N

When they took the gun away from the
young man, it turned out to be a toy. But it
certainly looked real, and our emotions were

certainly real. ...Isn’t it a shame what '
we've come to this in our country, or in the-

" world for that matter?

For a long time I've thought about the
absence of courage, the decline of standards,
the loss of values, and the disappearance of
quality that seem to be afflicting our country.

WHEN ALEXANDER Solzhenitsyn won the
Nobel Prize, he said, “Qne word of truth shall
outwejgh the whole" world.” One word of

erase it from the language is morality—and 1

word whose meaning can provide'us an

anchor in the worst storms and one [ believe

we should try to instili in our children.
Human beings need mora! standards to

from fiying apart. Moral standards evolve, of
course. They're not fixed in the stars. We-
need such standards because they encourage
the most important asset of civilized people— -

SRR
ster  follow Secret Service

security -procedures. In this to
while they compoigned sl i

‘1861 ‘L Mdy ‘Aopsaupspy ‘sounj-ung 080D

in New Hampshire. (A



Reagan shooting is dramatize
The Preszdent will play himself i in a brief TV spot

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Pre51dent
Reagan has resumed his acting.:

- career, appearing briefly as him-

self in a television show about
the assassination ‘attempt  in
which he was shot and wounded. -

The program will air in Washlng- -
ton on March 30, the first anni %

versary of the event.

The program, “The Sav1ng of
the President,” .is being: de-*
scribed as a “docudrama’™ — a
combination of documentary and

drama ~— in which thae cast in-
cludes the same doctors and

"nurses. who treated Rquan and -

the three others who were
‘wounded in the assassmatmn
attempt.

An actor portrays Reagan in.

.various hospital scenes, but in
one segment, three of the-George

* Washington University Hospital

surgeons talk with the real Presi-
dent at the real White House. It is
a.reenactment of the “house
call” the doctors made after the
President’s 12-day stay at the

hospital.

The television show is co-pro-
duced by the hospital and televi-
sion station WJLA. The station
said there were no plans to air
the show elsewhere.

During the filming of the
White House passage, Reagan
expressed deep thanks to the

- surgeons who worked on him,

Drs. Ben Aaron, David Gens and
Paul Columbani. He remarks that

he now has “firsthand knowl-

edge of what a lifesaving thing” a

blood donation is.

A spokesman for WJLA said its
show was unprecedented in that
it is the first time a major nation-
al.event has been recreated using
many of the actual participants.
The film will be followed by a 30-
minute discussion led by David

. Schoumacher, a news anchor-
.man at the station, with George

Reedy, press secretary to former
President Lyndon B. Johnson,
and Sam Donaldson, ABC'’s White
House correspondent.
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FELT COMPLETE DIGRBEL
G

LIEF AKD SKGCK.?!Y THE PRESIDERT'S
LD dPUThE#« REILs SRIE

D GUTRIDE HIS HOGKE IN RANCHO SARTR FEs

-y
" N

pos 4
1311'4: T e

2 o
P
<
g
™
o
<
-

THE PRESIDERT?S 39-YERR-OLD RCTRESS-DRUGHTERs MRUREER. HAS ''IN R
COMPLETE STRTE OF SHOCK.'! SAID A SPOKESHARK FOR KABC RARDICG IWN LOS
RNGELESs WHEN SHE CO-HGSTS R TARLK SHOMW, BUY XKRBC SRID SHE HAS
FICOGHFIDENT RKRD HOPEFUL®?! HER FRTHER WOULD RECOVER.

YI4E HRYE TRLKED TO WRUREEN'S SECRETARY: RKD SHE WILL BE H:RDIRG
OUT YERY SHORTLY FOR HASHINGTON:'' THE SPOKESHREN SRID.

MICHREL RERGAN: 35: THE PRESIDENT'S ELDEST SONs WRS SECLUDED IR
H1S SUBURBRN SHERMARK ORKS HOGME: WHICH WRS CORDORED GFF BY SECRET
SERYICE AGENTS.

IX LIRCOLKN, NEB., RERGRK'S YOURGEST SOKs ROKs LEFT B DAKNCE TOUR
WKITH THE JOFFREY II BRLLET ANDs WITH HIS WIFEs DORIAs BORREDED A
PRIVATE JET FOR WASHINGTON. RON RERGANs 23: DIDK'T REPLY TO
REPOGRTERS® QUESTIONS AS HE RKD HIS KIFE RUSHED FROM THEIR HOTEL TO R
WRITIRG CAR.

IN SACRAHEKTO. GOY. EDMUND BROWN JR. SARID THE SHOOTING ''IS AN
DUTRAGE. IT'S JUST ANOTHER SYEPTGK OF THINGS THAT HAYE T8 BE STOPPED
1# THIS SQCIETY. Y

TYIMY HEART GOES OUY TO BRS. RERGRK. 1 JUST HOPE EVERYTHIKG IS ALL
RIGHTs?? SRID BROWNs WHO MADE R FALTERING RUN FOR THE DEKOCRATIC
PRESIDERTIAL NOMIRATION LAST VERR.

RCTOR BOB HOPE: WHO RPPERRED IN R WUMBER GF WOYIES WITH RERGRK RRD
ACTIVELY CAMPRIGNED FOR HIHs SRID FROM HIS HOME IR THE LGOS ANGELES
SUBURB OF TOLUCR LAKEs "YTHE FIRST I KNEHs A FRIEND CRLLED ME UP AKD
SHID YTURN ON TELEVISION. THE PRESIDENT HRS BEEN SHOT AT.?

SIKGER FRANK SINATRAR SRID HE WRS ''TO00 OVERCOHME BY THE SHOCKING
SITUATIGR TO TALK ABDUT ITs'? SAID SINATRA PUBLICIST LEE SOLTERS.
SIRATRA HAS BEEN PERFORMING AT CAESARS PRLACE IN LAS VEGARS.

KEIL REAGAR SAID HE WARS HAVING LUNCH A7 R CLUB KHEN ''R PERSON
CHHE IN RND SRID SOMEONE HAD 5SHOT AT THE PRESIDENT. ... R FEMW MIKUTES
LATER, ANOTHER PERSOK SARID THE PRESIDENT HRD BEEN HIT. AT THAT POINT
1 BROKE DOWN AND BEGRN TO CRY. e :

'*1 EXPECTED SOMETHING LIKE THIS TO COMEs'® HE RDDED. '*IT'S THE
KAY SOCIETY IS5 TGDRY.?!

BUT HE RDDED: "YHY BROTHER IS R PRETTY TOUGH FELLR. I EthCT HE
wILL GET UP FROM THIS AND GO BACK TO WORK.'!

AP-WR-03-36-84 1%40EST

-
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RDYISORY

THE HATIOKAL SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCERTION RILL HAYE R
ECIRL MASS TO PRRY FOR THE RECOYERY OF PRESIDENT RERGAN AND THE
HERS SROT IN MONDAY'S ARTTRCK ON TUESDAY. HARCH 3i.

TINE: 42 NGOR
RP-RE-03-30-84 1747EST

r
b
r
u

v
(7

K127
BY

BERADY. .
BULLETIN

 WASHIKGTOR {AP) -- R SPOKESHRN FOR THE SEKRTE REPUBLICAK LERDER
SRID TODAY THAT KMHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY JABES S. BRADY HAD DIED
{iF & BULLET WGUKD SUFFERED IN AN RBORTIVE ASSASSIKATION ATTERPTY RIMED
AT PRESIDERT RERGARK.
. RF-RK-03-30-81 41T43EST

Hi28

Uh
KEAGRK-GURSHETS RERCTION
8Y THE RSSOCIATED PRESS

SHOCKs SADRESS AND RRGER GREETED THE SHOOTING MONDRY GF PRESIDERT
RERGAN. '

TTTGDAYYS EYENTS ARE A CHILLING REMIRDER THART IY IS5 IBPOSSIBLE TG
ASSURE THE SRFETY OF A PUBLIC FIGHRE.'' SRID DETROIT MAYOR COLEMAK
YOURG.

IK BHIOG: GOY. JAKES R. RHODES SRID THE REPORTS OF THE
RSSASSINATIOR RATTEMPT IN WASHINGTOR IR WHICH RERGRN ARD THREE OTHERS
WERE WOUNDED *'SHOCKED ME RS I KKOW THEY HARYE SHOCKED EYERY RRERICHN
BUST IT
- RP-RK-03-30-8%1 17206EST




FCROAN-SERATE RERX

UASHINGTON {RP) -- THE SENRTE HALTED LEGISLATIVE BUSIKESS HONDAY
4% SHGCKED LEGISLATGRS RECEIVED KEWS THAT PRESIDENT RERGRN HAD BEER
wLUhDED,

3EW. CLRIBORKE PELL. D-R.I.. SRID THE ''GENERAL ATHOSPHERE OF all
OF U3 15 ONE OF SHOCK AND HORROR.Y

AT SRID WEWS OF THE 41963 ASSARESINATION OF PRERIDERT JOHN F
KENKEDY SEEMED '?LIKE OKLY A HOKTH RGOV

SHORTLY RFTER KERS OEGANIZATIONS REPORTED THE FRESIDERT HARD BEER
EGUNDEDs SENATE MAJURITY LERDER HOHRRD H. BAKER JR. RECESSED THE
SENRTEs CITING THE YYGRAVITY!! §F THE RITURTION

THE HOUSE HRD RLREADY FINISHED 175 EUSIKERS FOR THE DRY BEFQGRE THE
FEESIDERT WAS SHOT,

HOGUSRE SPERKER THOMAS P, O'REILL« D-MASS.. HHE IS IR THE
CONSTITUTIONAL LIKE OF SUCCESSION TO THE PRESIDERT IBEEDIRTELY AFTER
THE YICE PREGIDERT: WR5 IK A MEETIKG IN HIS OFFICE WHEW ROTIFIED OF
TRE SHOOTIRE.

RRKER TOLD B HUSHED CHRMBER THAT RERGRK HAD BECK WOURDED,

SEN. RLAN CRANSTOHs D-CRLIF.s THE RSSISTAKT DEMOCRATIC LERDER GF
THE SENRTEs SRID HE HAS CHATTIRG WITH SER. S5.1. HRYAKAWA: R-CALIF..
WHEW SEN. J. JAMES EX0GKs D-NEB.. WALKED BY AND SRID THE PRESIDERT HAD

BZER SHOT RT BUT RPPRRENTLY RGT KIT.

YPIT 15 DEEPLY THRGIC FOR PRESIDENT REARGRN. FOR {(PREGS SECRETRRY)
JIR BRRDY AKD FOR THE OGTHER THO HHO SUSTRIKED WOUKDS THRT THIS
TERRIBLE EYENT OCCUREEDsY' CRAKSTON SRID,

P17 IS ALSO PROFGUNDLY TRARGIC FOR GUR COUNTRY THRT THESE EYENTS
GCCUR THAT THEY CAN EFFECT THE HIGHEST PEGPLE IN THE LARDs TG THE
LﬁxtiTx PEGPLE SIMPLY WALKING THE STREETS, WE MUST FIND A WARY 7O STEH

E YIGLENCE THAT SKEEPS OUR KATIGK AND THAT RFFECTS TGO MUCH OF THE
#UHL“ "

CRANSTON SRID HE HSSUMED THE SHOGTING WOULD LEAD TO REWKEWED CALLS
FGR bﬁﬁ CORTROLs BUT HE DID KGT KNGR IF THEY KOULD BE MORE SUCCESSFUL

THAk BEFORE BECRUSE OF ¥HAT HE DESCRIBED RS LEGITIMARTE DIFFERENCES OF
(PIKRION GR THE ISSUE. i :

THE DEROCRATIC WHIP SRID SEN. EDHRRD M. KENNEDY: D-MASS., WHO LOST
THl BROTHERS TG ASSASSING. AKD SEN. RUSSELL LONGs D-LA.s WHOSE
FRTHER: FORMER SER. HUEY LOWGs WAS GUNKED DOKN BY AN ASS5R5SINs HERE
AEGHG THOSE WRTCHING IN THE CLORKROOM. HE SRID NEITHER HRDE ARY
CUMMENTs RLTHOUGH KENKEDY MADE R SPEECH OGN THE FLOGR.

CRERSTGN SRID THE SENATORS WERE Y'SHOCKED ARD STARTLED HHER THE
STORY CHANGED'® AKD IT TURNED OUT THE PRESIDENT HARD BEEN HOURDED.

HE SRID THERE KERE RROUT 20 SERATGRS IN THE GROUP.

R SHAKEN SEN. DRRIEL PRTRICK HOYHIHAHK. D-H.Y.s 5RID 50
BUCH SHOOTING IS5 GBING TB HAYE 7O HAPPEN BEFORE RE GET RI
GURs. M?

SEk. HEWEY M. JROKS0GRs D-WASKH.. R FORMER PRESIDENTIRL CANDIDRTE
HIHSELFs SRIDs YTHE'RE RERINDED ONCE AGRIN OF HOW DANGERGUS THIS
mOELD I5.Y?

RGHINs OUR HOPES R
YI51T AN AMERICAR PRE

YYORYIOUSLY THE KR
JRCKSGN ADDED.

BEFGRE THE SENRTE RECESSEDs KERNEDY SPOKE BRIEFLY ON THE FLOOR.
E YINGs 'THITH GUR PRAYVERS FOR THOSE WHO HAYE BEEN ROURDED I THIKK

RUST GO OUR RESCGLUTION TG RID OUR SGCIETY OF HATRED.Y?

YPUIGLERCE RND HATRED BRE RLIER 7O EVERYTHIRG THIS COURTRY IS

REGUT«?? KERREDY SRID.
P-iX-G3-30-84 4739EST

FILY: ?YHOW
D GF THESE

E DRSHED ''THAT YIOLENCE ONCE AGRIN HOULD KoT
IDERT. 'Y JRCXSOK SARID. ''WHAT CAR ORE SAY?Y?

R
5
K (THE SHOOTING SUSPECT) RRD TO BE A FANARTIC,Y?
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OPINION AND COMMENTARY

A\

The good-humored Ronald Reagan

By Godfrey Sperling Jr.

Washington
In the 1960s the Washington Gridiron Club,
made up of veteran reporters who are very
sparing of their accolades, sang of Prestdent
"Kennedy: “His wiid Irish prose. It sparkles as
it giows."”
Now, after 20 years, another truly witty
Presldent, also with Irish-American creden-
tials, has stepped upon the stage.

Mr. Reagan's quips at the hospital helped

Waslungton lcttcr

buoy the nation at an unxlous time, It was his
courngeons way of reassuring his fellow
Amerlcans that all was well — that he was
going to make It.

It was truly an exhibilion of grace under
pressure. But, beyond that, Mr. Reagan was
very, very funny, especlally his “All things
considered, I'd rather be in Philadeiphia”
one-liner and his joking to doctors and nurses
that “1f I'd gotlen this much attention in Hol-
lywood. I would have stayed."

On the Saturday nighl before the tragic oz-
currences of Monday the President attended

the Gridiron’s annual banquet. Here Mr. Rea-
gan displayed a sheer delight at the satire
that was often directed at him.

“I was watching him, and he was In
stitches,” another head-table guest, Miss Gin-
ger Rogers, reported. And it was obvious to
the Gridiron reporter-actors who looked right
out at the President that he was erjoying the
humor immensely.

One song that the President seemed to love .

and which might well have caused other
presidents to trown or keep a sober face was
the ditty from the Gridlron Club member cast
as David A. Stockman, the President’s chief
budget shaper and spending cutter. “Stock-
man’’ entered to a drum roll and, to the muslc
of *“Carollnn In the Morning," sang:

Nothing eascs tensions quite like cutting
widows' pensions in the morning.
Nothing could be sweeter than to beat
a welfare cheater as a warning.
For the hungry children knocking on
my door,
P’ll have a balanced dlet ready by
Elghty-four.

Members of the Gridiron cast searched
Mr. Reagan’s face to sec how he was taking it.
He was laughing, obviously loving it. The

Stockman iImpersonator continued:

Oh, what fun to swing the ax while
easing up the Income tax,
For you folks

Gather round the gulllotine and
watch me belng really mean,
To po’ folks.

If I had Aladdin’s lamp for only a day.

I'd make a wish and here’s what I'd
say:

Freeze my heart to zero so I'll be my
Ronnie's hero
Every morning,

The President himself was the target in
the opening number, which sounded (the
theme of the show ~ the lrlumph of olly-
wood in the clection. Sung to the tuno of *‘Any-
thing Goes,"’ one verse went.:

That old cowpoke has won the battle
And Hollywood'’s In_the saddle

Aund that just shows

Anything goes.

Mr. Reagan was sald to have liked the
“Henry Kissinger" song the best. Here a
petulant “Henry Klssinger” (Mr. Kissinger
was at the head table, too, not far from the

B i e T —————————

President) beseeched Ronald Reagan to the
tune of *‘Cold Cold Heart"':

I'tried so hard, my President,
Just to get Inslde your dream.
But you're afrald each thing I do Is
Just some evil scheme
The memories of my famous past.
keep us so far apart, :
How can I free your doubtful mind
and melt your cold, cold heart?

The Presldent got his turn later in the’

¢vening, He recefved a good laugh with his
opening line: “Fellow communlcators — and
should I say, fellow thespians?'’ Then came
one quick one-liner after another,

For Instunce, he admitled to occustonal
breakdowns In communications in his ndmin-

Istration, saying ‘“sometimes our right hand

doesn’t know what our far-right hand is
dolng.""

Guests afterward did not say that the
President had been hllarlously funny. But
they applauded his keen wit. And more than
anything else they liked his abllity to laugh at
himself - and his constant'good humor.

Godfrey Sperling Jr. Is chief of the
Monitor’s Washington bureau,
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‘ P@vnonuE’]bndbn.ﬁn,

: My President, Tod

- From an address Apnl 3 to the Nauonal Urban League by

. _its president, Vernon E. Jordan Jr.:

Why is it that Americans seem able to'be united only in tunes

of tragedy or crisis? An experienice like the terrible attempt on’_:

" the life of President Reagan brings all people together in prayeu
for his recovery and outrage at the vicious attack on his life.-*

“and abhor v:olenee of any kmd, especlally violence of the sort we -
witnessed in W .
" Iwant to back him when I think he is right. And I want to op-

* And that feeling cuts acrose the’ pohtxcal spectrum. Even the

"most outspoken opponents of his economic program, incl

uding
myself, like him as.a human being, respect the office he holds, "

. pose him when I think he is wrong. I want the opportunity to -

educate him to my way of thinking and, if I fail, want to know_
that I must respect his views with the same tolerance with which'
‘e must respect mine.

And in a democracy, Idonot'wantamanmt.hagunwdepnve

" me of my prealdent, for, right or wrong, he is my president and the'

symbol of my nation’s aathority and leadership. America chose,
RonaldReagantobe:tspremdent,andallAmencanswanthlmto
serve his term in the White House for the next four 3

years.’
i Thepresndmtnapreaulentofallofﬂ\epeople,andallofﬂxepeo-

ple have a stake in his ability to discharge the functions 6f his office.;

- We all have a stake in the stability of the government. We all realize

by hopes for a complete recovery

thatmnﬁeedomsareendangeredwhendangmweaponsmtha

As one who has been the victim of a’similar attack, I know ™
what the president is going through, and he has my ptavets and
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- Who is Something Special

“heroic dreams” and the people who -
assured themselves he would not -
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HUGH SlDEY

Attack Shows a Leader

Even with his new six-inch scar,
cracked seventh rib and his dam-

aged left lung, Ronald Reagan is es- stick to his course once the going

sentially the same man he was 10
years ago and maybe even 20 years

ago. Harry Truman’s measure of

" mortals is as good today as when he
decreed it: Men don’t change much
in character and courage after about
S0

- But the perception of Reagan this -
week is dramatically more focused,-
" the understanding. of what brought’
* him to the White House has been

~_revealed in one of those rare flashes

" .of truth tragedy sometimes unveils.

"We have witnessed with a singu- .
_lar clarity the raw ingredients of .
leadershxp, the most vital element
in presidential success, the thing in
_ the human adventure that most of-"
ten defies analysisand frustrates the

* i statistical handicappers and ﬂnauy - gibles of leadership.

‘ mocks the ideologues and the critics

got tough may now have to recal-
culate the future. Men who yield
their beliefs do it in their private
worlds long before the public may

find out. It may be another iromy
of this strange age of make-believe _

that the man who first acted heroics
in fact came to believe them and in-
corparate them into hislife. Courage
may be nothing so much as an act
that masks the daily uncertainties

and becomes in the forge of events.

Mn' ,', 5-4-!

reahty itself. .

. Those who have’ assured 1s that

thls last week'’s events may mean a
certain bubble of new esteem for
Reagan and his programs-but pro-

vide little lasting improvement for-

hiscause may have missed themtan-

,b.k

We have been réminded again

-of the daily political drama. The n&-, - how perishable are our aspirations

ture of the man is paramount.
-The selfish millionaire, the un-
feeling and relentless conservative

. and how they cluster around the

man in the Oval Office, nurtured or

not by his vision and determination. °

who could take school lunches from *~ We-have been reminded again that

hungry children and medicine from
- ‘the sick-turns out never to have
‘been. Reagan had a higher cause.

~ " Not that it was necessarily right. But ..

ot

Reagan’s zealous detractors failed to

. . see that this small-town romantic .

: could not finally be

really believed the way back to more*
" human dignity and less want and
injustice lay in a larger effort that
culated in the

Reagan had a-mission beyond him-

" the destruction of that person or the

- fracturing of lns w1ll can plunge us

into confusion.
. For too long now we have debated
whether Reagan's 1Q was sufficient

_for White House duty, whether he - -
read the right books or knew enough
- of the details of the world’s -prob- . -

lems. Those things are not unimpor-

“tant but they always have been less
. * mathematics of poverty and wealth. .- meaningful than the difficult calcu- -

lations of heart and mind. The

self, although some of his advocates world’s most ‘ successful leaders
., did not and some of his programs

appeared to be self- rewardmg :

A Man Well Armored -7
.A few minutes of terror dlsclosed

"a man familiar with life’s fragile na-
. ture and its absurdities, a man appar- .
ently well armored against self-pity

erred constantly . and -often
grievously in specific policies but al-

- ‘most never in resolve and purpose.

Perhaps we make too much of this
episode, grasping for any sign in a

nervous season that we are begin-

. ning to recover.our spirit. Yet, such
small omens have openéd our eyes

and determined to cling to some- before and helped us surmount trou-

thmg more than just his person,
{. something we cal duty. God knows’

,,.u he even .understood it, but ‘the
*. -world witnessedd-a courage rarely through months of technical bun-
- glimpsed in those who lead. In more
- precise terms for these days, it is

* thanallthe speeches Reagan hasgiv- -

. the stuff that makes devoted follow-
ers. That may be modre important

en, than all the quiet hours of per-
" sonal persuasion for his measures
on Capitol Hill. -
We have seen in this 70-year-old
. former actor the sudden glint of the
_‘American people we have been and.
which we think we still may be. That
quality often weighs more heavily . .
in the balance of a country’s affairs
-than party platforms and promises. -
i-* The critics of “simple virtues” and
~ those who smiled when Reagan
brought up his corny lines about
i a4 5

ble. With grace and’ a few well-
chosen ‘sentences, -John ~“Kennedy
- built a trust that somehow endured

. gles in 1961. That kind of fierce elo-
.quence .is not the-mark of Ronald

. Reagan but we have seen something . ‘

-else that could be just as important.
History. is biography, special peo-

-ple form the guideposts .of
civilization. It is too early to judge .

how Ronald Reagan will measure up

" throughout his time. But the stuff
_of successful leadership is finally an -

“accumulation of adversities bluntly
confronted and firmly mastered.
. Nothing that Ronald Reagan has
done so far has,meant so much to
" his presidency as the stark but sim-
ple test last Monday that’showed us
something specxal behind the _good
guy smile. ‘
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WHAT IMPACT?

A recovering President Reagan, his wife
beside him, takes a hospital stroll.

Repercussions of the assassination attempt will rlpple
for months—in domestic and foreign policy alike.
For now, the U.S. is happy to have a hero for President.

A gunman’s attack on President Rea-
gan touched off shock waves that
promised lasting effects on a fledgling
administration and the nation.

Ramifications go beyond the ques-
tion of how quickly Reagan—felled by a
bullet in the chest on March 30—will be
able to return to the Oval Office. In the
aftermath of the assassination attempt:

= Polls showed Reagan is widely re-
garded as a hero, admired for showing
courage and humor during a painful
ordeal. The boost in popularity already
is ‘'muting opponents end may even
prolong his honeymoon with Congress.

m Secretary of State Alexander Haig
shapes up as a casualty, attacked by
White House aides who felt the former
general behaved erratically during the
tumultuous hours after the shooting.

s Vice President George Bush, un-
flappable throughout the crisis,
emerges as the real No. 2 man on the

22

Reagan team and potentially a power-
ful political force in 1984 or beyond.

m Top White House aides, thrown
into a state of confusion in early stages
of the emergency, embarked on a cam-
paign to reassure the nation that the
administration is in firm control.

m Reagan, having suffered a severe
injury, will come under increasing pres-
sure from staff and family not to over-
tax himself. This could force a change in
a freewheeling style that has made him
especially vulnerable to attack.

= The Secret Service, one of whose
agents was wounded in the assassina-
tion attempt, will undergo a full-scale
review of the measures it takes to pro-
tect the Chief Executive.

m Advocates of gun control, led by
Senator Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.),
will press anew for qurbs on the sale of
handguns like the one used to shoot
Reagan—but probably will not succeed.

ISNOH I1IHM—SNYAT TBYHOIN

WCHAEL EVANS—WHITE HOUSE

Taped by television crews, the attack
on Reagan was later witnessed by mil-
lions—the second time in a generation
that the nation was stunned by the
sight of a President shot in the streets
during a public appearance.

But by the end of the week, doctors
reported Reagan was in “satisfactory”
condition and was expected to recover
speedily, barring unexpected complica-
tions such as bleeding or infection.

The 70-year-old Reagan, by all ac-
counts, exhibited the recuperative.
powers of a much younger man. Asso-
ciates added that he also to rest
lingering concerns that he was too old
to handle the rigorous demands of the
Presidency.

Boost for Reagan. “It’s clear proof
of his physical stamina,” said Presiden-
tial Counselor Edwin Meese. “The way
he reacted and all that will further en-
hance people’s view of him.”

The President was wounded by a lone
assailant about 2:30 on a rainy Monday
afternoon as he walked to his imousine
after addressing a labor meeting at the

‘Washington Hilton Hotel. James Brady,
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tempt did not take long to become evi-
dent on Capitol Hill, where lawmakers
suddenly became reluctant to attack
‘the fallen President’s proposals to cut
taxes and federal spending.

Said Richard Wirthlin, Reagan’s poll-
ster: “The most avid readers of pub-
lished polls are the 435 members of the
House and 100 members of the Senate.
The economic program is not going to
get a free ride, but some of the closer
votes may tilt our way.”

Confirmation of that view came
from Senator Gary Hart (D-Colo.), who
noted: “Just before the assassination at-
tempt, a number of Democrats were
getting ready to release critiques or
blasts. Now they won't do that.” |

The day after the shooting, on March
31, the GOP-dominated Senate beat
back half a dozen attempts to soften
the President’s budget cuts. While the
outcome was assured even before the
attack, the Republicans picked up sur-
prising Democratic support.

“There will be a positive reaction in
Congress,” predicted Max Frieders-
dorf, Reagan’s chief lobbyist. “Any time
a leader is harmed in any way, there is
always a natural sympathy. It will en-
hance his relations with Congress. I
think it will increase his popularity.”

White House aides made it clear that
the administration would fully exploit
Reagan’s condition in order to get its
programs through Congress.

Some lawmakers disputed the notion

= that an outpouring of sympathy would
smooth the way for Reagan’s proposals,
particularly the one for a 30 percent
tax cut spread over three years.

“He will be stronger politically be-
cause now he is a national hero on top
of being President,” said Representa-

Nancy Reagan, arriving at hospital, was
described as exhausted, unable to eat.

R

FINYNTRY AT TV

In the burst of gunfire, three others took buliets as wéli as Reagan—White House press

g .

aide James Brady, left, Secret Service Agent Timothy J. McCarthy, top right, and
Washington policeman Thomas K. Delahanty. Al were expected to survive.

tive Bill Alexander (D-Ark.). “But will
Congress pass his tax cut because the
President was shot? The answer is no.”

If Reagan gained stature from the
attempt to kill him, his White House
team, and Secretary of State Alexander
Haig in particular, were clear losers:

“Serious flaws.” A series of mislead-
ing announcements about whether the
President had been wounded, and who
was in charge in the interim, exposed
what many analysts termed serious
flaws in the executive branch.

Confusion peaked when Haig went
before television cameras soon after
the shooting and declared he was con-
stitutionally third in line for the Presi-
dency and “in control” of the White
House pending the return of Vice Pres-
ident Bush from a Texas trip.

As Haig spoke, his voice quavered, his
face perspired and his arms trembled.
His abrupt comments and shaky man-
ner drew harsh private criticism from
senior Reagan aides, who questioned
the propriety of the statements. His
announcement also triggered a behind-
the-scenes dispute with Defense Secre-
tary Caspar Weinberger over who was
in control of U.S. armed forces.

By executive order, military author-
ity in times of extraordinary emergency
passes from the President to the Vice
President to the Defense Secretary.

The flare-up came just a week after a
flap between Haig and the White

House over who would be the adminis-
tration’s official *‘crisis manager,” a job
Haig wanted but which went te Bush.

The incidents led some Reagan advis-
ers to press for the Secretary’s ouster,
and such pressures are bound te grow.

By contrast, Bush’s low-key conduct
after the shooting won applause from -
members of the White House inner cir-
cle, who praised his steady perfor-
mance and deference to Reagan.

Bush filled in at nearly every official
function at which the President would

TR T LDRAN LSRN

Secretary of State Alexander Haig, right,
angered White House staffers.
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John Hinckley—
A Misfit Who
Craved Fame

Estranged from family and
friends, in love with a movie

.actress he never met, the man -

accused of shooting Reagan
is one of society’s losers.

Behind the gun that shot the Presi-
dent was but a shadow of a man, a
figure both strange and too familiar. *

John Warnock Hinckley, Jr., didn’t
fit into society—but he fit the pattern.

A loner. A drifter. Jobless. Soft look-
ing. Barely known by those whose lives
he touched, his passage marked by clut-
ter and grime and confused scribblings.

“If you don’t love me, I'm going to
. kill the President,” he reportedly
wrote to an actress he had never met.

In many of these aspects, Hinckley
was of a kind with the losers who stalk
the leaders—like Lee Harvey Oswald
who shot John Kennedy, like Sirhan
Sirhan who shot Robert Kennedy, like
Arthur Bremer who shot George Wal-
lace. In fact, a photograph of Oswald
and a newspaper clipping about John
Lennon, former Beatles’ rock musician
shot to death on Dec. 8, 1980, were
found in his Washington hotel room.

Yet the man who is linked this time
to the smoking gun had some unus
characteristics. )

John Hinckley was a child of wealth,
privilege and influence. The son of an
oilman, he was reared in a $300,000
home in Highland Park, an old-money

enclave of Dallas with huge oak trees, -

azaleas, pools and fountains.

He played junior-high basketball. In
the seventh and ninth grades, he was
homeroom president. It wasn’t noted
then, but his life had peaked already.

Hinckley became less active in bas-
ketball by the ninth grade, recalls child-
hood friend Kirk Dooley, because “some
of the other guys began to be quicker.”

26

......

As a high-school pupil, Hinckley was
an “average student, neither the type
to be in the National Merit Scholarship
program nor at the bottom of the
class,” said a classmate, Thomas Black-
well. “He was noticeable, but he was
not the outstanding type.”

So obscure was Hinckley at Highland
Park High School that Principal E. A.

Looking for a motive, authorities found
evidence that Hinckley wanted to win the
love of young actress Jodie Foster.

cal way. The kid with a gentle gaze and
engaging smile gradually changed into
a lumpish young man with glassy eyes
and a glower. The manager of his col-
lege-town apartment building, Mark
Swafford, while unstopping Hinckley’s
sink once, found “there were junk-food
bags and empty ice-cream cartons sit-
ting around all over the cabinets.”

His parents, meantime, moved to an-
other plush home on the edge of a golf
course in the exclusive Denver suburb
of Evergreen. His mother played ten-
nis and did volunteer work. His father
joined a Bible-study class. They ar-
ranged psychiatric help for their son

" but seldom talked of him to others.

Sigler says: “When this came up, I had

to look back to verify that he was a
graduate.”

Sigler and others who knew Hinck-
ley speculate that his emotional prob-
lems may stem from feelings of failure
to measure up to expectations. A friend
asserts: “There are pressures in the
family to achieve.” -

Hinckley’s father took a $120,000 in-
vestment in 1970 and built an oil-and-
gas-exploration company that had reve-
nues of 4.87 million dollars last year. His
older brother, Scott, is vice president of
his father’s firm. Ironically, Scott is a
casual friend of Neil Bush, the Vice
President’s son, and family members are
known as staunch Reagan supporters.
The youth’s older sister; Djane, is the
wife of a Dallas insurance underwriter
and mother of two small children.

“Everything fits perfectly except
John,” observes a family friend.

Hinckley, now 25, did try to succeed.
He enrolled at Texas Tech University
in 1973, studying business administra-
tion. He made the dean’s honor list in
1977, but he couldnt keep up the
pace. He went to college for seven
years, off and on, never graduating.

One professor, Otto Nelson, recalls
Hinckley because the student chose to
do a report on Hitler’s autobiography,
Mein Kampf. Says Nelson: “He made
an A minus. . .. I have to conclude that
he read the material' carefully and
thought about it effectively.” Another
teacher recalls: “There were usually
empty chairs around him, as if he con-
sciously chose to sit apart.”

Unnoticed figure. One measure of
Hinckley’s isolation: About two dozen
high-school classmates were on the
Texas Tech campus with him, and not
one can recall having seen him.

Hinckley’s decline showed in a physi-

o

[+]

Early warning? There had been one
earlier brush with the law. Last Octo-
ber, Hinckley was arrested in Nashville
and fined $50 after trying to board an
airliner with three handguns. Presi-
dent Carter was in town that day.

The Hinckley family—described as
“just destroyed” by the shootings—has
gone into seclusion and sent econdo-
lences to those wounded. They have
hired the firm of Edward Bennett Wil-
liams, one of the nation’s best-kmown
trial lawyers, to defend their son.

Authorities looking for clues to
Hinckley’s behavior focused on letters
he wrote to actress Jodie Foster, best
known for playing a teen-age prostitute
in “Taxi Driver,” a film about a dement-
ed loser who stalks a political figare.

- An unmailed letter Hinckley wrote
to Foster reportedly said: “I would
abandon this idea of getting Reagan in
a second if I could only win your heart
and live out the rest of my life with
you, whether it be in total obscurity or
whatever. I will admit to you that the
reason I'm going ahead with this at-
tempt now is because I just cannot wait
any longer to impress you. =

“Jodie,” the letter closes, “I'm asking
you to please look into your heart and at
least give me the chance with this his-
torical deed to gain your respect and
love. Ilove you forever, John Hinckley.”

Hinckley failed in that attack, as in so
much else. Now the boy brought up in
a mansion is at a federal correctional
facility in North Carolina, in a room
with sink, toilet, single bed, one bullet-
proof window—and no TV or radio.

Meanwhile, a shaken society tries to
figure out what to do with someone
who thought that the killing of a Presi-
dent could win him the love of a
stranger.

By JOHN S. LANG with bu3 in H D
Chicago and Lés Angeles
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have appeared. One day included an
early morning White House staff meet-
ing and a national-security briefing.
Later there were sessions with labor
leaders, cabinet officers, members of
Congress and, finally, talks with envoys
from Poland and Turkey.

Once the President leaves the hospi-
tal, Bush and others are believed likely
to retain control over many of the du-
ties they inherited. For the Vice Presi-
dent, this new eminence could pay big
dividends if his boss decides against
seeking a second term in 1984.

Meanwhile, the White House
strained to project an image of business
as usual—a campaign credited by many
with helping defuse public panic.

Everything possible was done to de-
pict Reagan as rapidly shaking off the
effects of his wound, and also to convey
the impression of a White House func-
tioning smoothly and calmly.

No pictures of Reagan were allowed
until he could present a relatively robust
appearance free of drainage tubes. On
the morning after his operation, he
made a point of signing a bill scrubbing
an increase in federal milk-price sup-
ports. A day later, he conducted a staff
meeting, and oh the next he was receiv-
ing full national-security briefings.

Command post. All the props of the
Presidency were assembled at the hos-
pital. Rooms on Reagan’s floor were
hastily transformed into a miniature
White House—a complete communica-

_tions command post, filing cabinets,

desks, typewriters and other office
equipment.

Nao one expects the shooting to make
Reagan a prisoner of the White House,
shunning public appearances for fear
of another attempt on his life.

Reagan wore a bulletproof vest on
several occasions during the campaign
but apparently has not used one since.
He is expected to put one on again for
occasions when he is deemed especially
vulnerable. The Secret Service is con-
sidering additional agents for his guard
detail and may keep more distance be-
tween the President and crowds.

But once Reagan has bounced back
from his injury, aides predict, he will
resume public appearances. He still
plans a series of trips across the country
to sell his economic program, plus an
April 27-28 visit to Mexico to confer
with President José Lépez Portillo.

. Whatever happens later, loyalists of
both parties agreed on one thing: For-
mer actor Ronald Reagan on March 30
played in real life the role of hero more
convincingly than in any movie he
ever made. O

By WILLIAM L. CHAZE with the magazine’s White
H¢ and congressional staffs
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Line of succession as set

Who's in Charge by the Presidential
When a President -Succession Act of 1947—

Is Out of Action? |} ‘_.;* .

Events of March 30 raised troubling ‘ques-
tHions about who runs the government when a
President dies, becomes dlsabled or loses
touch with the White House.

“ Despite past efforts to set up an orderly: ;
transfer of power that would cover all contin-_
_gencies, the shooting of President Reagan un-
covered several murky areas in the law.
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Did Secret

Service Drop

its Guard?

As soon as the gunfire died
away, inquiries began. A

key question was whether the
President’s protectors had
done everything they could.

The shooting of Ronald Reagan only
1% miles from the White House un-
derscores a truism of the times: It is not
possible to fully protect a President un-
less he is willing to become a recluse.

Even so, the latest attack—the third
attempt in six years to gun down a
Chief Executive in a public place—is
prompting a hard look at the Secret
Service, the elite corps that guards the
President. Congress, the Secret Ser-
vice’s parent Treasury Department
and the agency itself are asking these
questions—

n How was the man charged as the
assailant, John W. Hinckley, Jr., able to

. get within 15 to 25 feet of Reagan as
the Chief Executive left a Washington
hotel?

s ‘Why didn’t agents spot Hinckley
on the scene as a potential threat to the

Agent Timothy McCarthy lies wounded on the sidewalk outside the Washington Hilton shortly
ttempted to shield Reagan from gunfire with

after he a
1

President, as some onlookers claim to
have done?

s Should the Secret Service have
known about Hinckley because of his
earlier arrest on a firearms charge in
Nashville during a presidential visit?

s Has security become lax on rou-
tine presidential travel in Washington?

Whenever the President leaves the
White House, agents scour his route
step by step in advance, checking
streets for danger points, securing
building corridors and reviewing
crowd-control procedures.

Still, there inevitably are gaps in the
defensive measures because “politi-
cians want to be near the people,” says
Richard Davis, a former assistant Trea-
sury secretary who had authority over
the Secret Service. Davis notes that ev-

ery President relishes contact with the.

public, whether he stops to chat,
shakes hands or merely waves.

Hotel entrances, where crowds gath-
er to see a visiting Chief Executive, are
special points of vulnerability. The se-
curity arrangements at the Washington
Hilton on March 30 appear to have

ody.

his own b

i

‘iy" been typical. Reporters wait-
ing to question Reagan as he
left a speaking engagement
inside were directed to stand
behind a rope stretched
across the sidewalk. The public was
also allowed into the area, and the gun-
man moved up alongside reporters and
cameramen close to the hotel exit used
by the President.

Agents insist that in these settings,
there is little they can do to keep by-
standers away. “We would like to move
people back farther, but those we pro-
tect and the media would not allow it,
and it’s not realistic in a democracy,”
says John W. Warner, Jr., a Secret Ser-
vice official.

Several eyewitnesses reported after
the shooting that they had seen Hinck-
ley pacing nervously near the hotel
exit—behavior that agents are trained
to regard as suspicious. But no agent
spotted the man and moved in on him.

The Secret Service brands these re-
ports as mistaken. Agency spokesman
Warner declared that people saw not
Hinckley but “someone else—a strange
person who frequents the area. We had
him under surveillance.”

The danger list. Another question
troubling some is why Hinckley was
not listed in a computerized Secret
Service file on about 25,000 persons,
many of whom are mentally ill and
have threatened public figures. About
400 of those on the list are considered
particularly dangerous. Their where-
abouts are checked periodically.

Hinckley was arrested last October 9
in the Nashville airport for pos-
sessing three handguns on the
same day that President Jimmy
: g Carter visited the city, but the

4: Federal Bureau of Investigation
‘g” did not inform the Secret Ser-
vice of the case. Dr. Frank Och-
berg, the state of Michigan’s
mental-health director and a Se-
cret Service consultant, says
that, had the agency known
about the Nashville incident,
“agents would have investigated
and might have identified
Hinckley as a ‘stalker’ who fol-
lows Presidents.”

But Secret Service officials say
that even if they had known
about the firearms case, Hinck-
ley probably would not have
been put under surveillance and
agents would not necessarily
have learned that he had come
to Washington in late March.

As to whether agents uncon-
sciqusly let down their guard in
Washington, where presidential
travel is routine, former Trea-
sury official Davis believes that
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“it’s possible.” He adds: “Trips to the
Washington Hilton are so repetitive it’s
like a milk run.”

Despite the questioning of their
work before the shooting, Secret Ser-
vice agents are given high marks for
their actions once bullets started to fly.
They followed the book to the letter:
The agent closest to the President
quickly shoved him into his limousine,
while another agent, Timothy McCar-
thy, stepped into the line of fire, stop-
ping with his own body a bullet that
might have hit Reagan. McCarthy is
the first agent ever wounded while
guarding a President. Other agents
forced the gunman to the ground.

When the Secret Service men no-
ticed that Reagan was coughing up
blood, they rushed him to a nearby
hospital. The agents in the presidential
limousine are being faulted by some,
however, for allowing the President to
walk into the emergency room despite
his injury.

Protection experts say that although
presidential security will always have
its limits, more can be done.

For . one thing, Chief Executives
could wear bulletproof garments in
public. President Ford used such a vest
after he faced gun-wielding women
twice within three weeks in 1975. But
he found the heavy clothing cumber-
some and soon gave it up.

Reagan wore a bulletproof jacket
several times during the 1980 cam-
paign after threats were made against
him, but he is not known to have done
so since taking office.

Too much work? Secret Service
manpower could be increased, though
the 1,550-member force has already
grown substantially in recent years. Be-
sides protecting Presidents and their
families, agents guard ex-Presidents,
foreign embassies and visiting heads of
state, and are responsible for investi-
gating counterfeiting and forgery.

The catalog of potential President
killers is almost surely far from com-
plete. Experts note that most of those
who have attempted to assassinate po-
litical figures in recent years did not
appear on Secret Service lists. A scien-
tific panel will complete a study this
summer that is expected to lead to
some new Secret Service criteria for
identifying dangerous people.

But most experts agree that no lists
or added precautions can make Presi-
dents completely safe. John F. Kenne-
dy, who was assassinated in 1963, once
summed it up this way: “If anyone
wants to do it, no amount of protection
is enough. All a man needs is a willing-
ness to trade his life for mine.” (]

By TED GEST
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9 Others ' .
Who Faced &=ee Sieissie i

If Ronakd Reagan’s medical prognosis
is correct, he will be the first sitting

were attacked by armed assailants. Four

nssaSSins Presidents died. For a look at earlier as-
sassinatiom attempts and the assailants:

Andrew Jackson: Richard Lawrence, a psychotic who
thought himself King Richard III of England, aimed two
pistols at Jackson in the Capiitol in Washington on Jan. 30,
1835. Both pistols misfired, amd Jackson was unhurt. Ruled
insane, Lawrence was commiitted to an asylum for life.

Abraham Lincoin: John Wilkes Booth, an actor who favored
the South in the Civil War, emtered an unguarded box at a
Washington theater and shet Lincoln in the head. The .
President died the next day, April 15, 1865. Booth was
killed when soldiers attemptexd to arrest him 11 days later.

James Garfield: As Garfield sttrolled through a Washington,
D.C., railroad station on Jully 2, 1881, he was shot by
Charles J. Guiteau, a radical mmember of the President’s own
Republican Party. Garfield dlied more than two months
later. Guiteau was convicted @f murder and hanged.

William McKinley: Leon F. Czolgosz, an anarchist, shot
McKinley in the chest and sitomach at the Pan-American
Exposition in Buffalo, N.Y., em Sept. 6, 1901. McKinley died
eight days later. Convicted @f murder in a one-day trial,
Czolgosz was electrocuted ak an Auburn, N.Y., state prison.

Theodore Roosevelt: John IN. Schrank, who claimed he
was instructed by the ghost aff McKinley, shot Roosevelt in
the chest on Oct. 14, 1912, as the ex-President was cam-
paigning for another term. Roosevelt recovered. Schrank
was ruled insane and died in @ mental hospital in 1943.

Franklin D. Roosevelt: Giuseppe Zangara, blaming capital-
ists for his stomach pains, fimed a pistol at then President-
elect Roosevelt in Miami, Fla., on Feb. 15, 1933. Roosevelt
escaped harm, but Chicage Mayor Anton Cermak was
killed. Zangara was tried andl executed within days.

Harry S. Truman: On Nov. L, 1950, two Puerto Rican na-
tionalists, Oscar Collazo anel Griselio Torresola, tried to
shoot their way into Blair Hmuse, Truman’s temporary resi-
dence. The President was undharmed. Torresola and a guard
died. Truman commuted Celllazo’s death sentence.

John F. Kennedy: Rifle fire mortally wounded Kennedy in
a Dallas, Tex., motorcade an Nov. 22, 1963. Lee Harvey
Oswald, a pro-Castro radicall, was arrested, but he was later
fatally shot by Jack Ruby, @a saloon owner. There is still
dispute over whether Oswalld was the lone assassin.

Gerald Ford: On Sept. 5, 1975, in Sacramento, Calif., drug-
cult member Lynette Frormsme pointed a pistol at Ford, but
she was disarmed. Seventeen days later in San Francisco,
Sara Jane Moore, a politicall activist, shot at the President
but missed. Both women ares serving prison terms.
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Saturdav-ngllt Sneclals—

Plentiful and Easy to Get

There’s no trick to buying

a cheap gun like the one that
wounded Reagan. Despite an
import ban, they continue to
flood in from abroad.

In many parts of America today, a
license to drive is a license to buy a
pistol—few questions asked.

That fact was illustrated once again
in the attempted assassination of Presi-
dent Reagan. The gun fired at the
President was a .22-caliber revolver
. purchased over the counter in Dallas.

Around the US., a survey shows,
handguns are bemg purchased with
ease, including cheap foreign-made
models imported despite federal legis-
lation intended to keep them out of the
country.

Police records show that handguns
are among the hottest-selling consum-
er items in the United States. The cus-
tomer increasingly is the ‘law-abiding
citizen, convinced that the police can
no longer protect him or her from vio-
lent criminals.

Officials in the Miami area, for exam-
ple, report a huge upsurge in firearms
registration—and 31 cases in which
armed victims struck back at assailants
last year. “The sheep in the herd real-
ize that the shepherd is sitting bound
and gagged on the hillside,” says Dade
County Medical Examiner Joseph Da-
vis. “So the sheep are fighting back.”

Says Fulton County, Ga., District At-
torney Lewis Slaton: “Atlanta is an
armed camp. We've got guns all over
the place.” Adds Denver Detective
John Mamuzich: “People are selling
guns out of the trunks of their cars. It s
as easy as selling a used lawn mower.”

Nationwide, the situation is this:

m Private citizens now own about 50
million handguns, by the estimate of
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the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms—roughly 1 for every 3
persons age 16 and older.

= Some 20,000 Americans were mur-
dered or accidentally killed or commit-
ted suicide with handguns last year.

= Gun-control laws vary from place
to place. But many are based on the
federal Gun Control Act of 1968 re-
quiring little more than proof of age
and residence—usually, a driver’s li-
cense—plus a seldom checked pledge
that the buyer is not a felon, a mental
patient or a drug addict.

s Despite the 1968 federal law, the
components of small, cheap pistols
known as Saturday-night specials are
pouring in from overseas. The law for-
bade the importation of such guns—
but it failed to cover weapons shipped
to this country as disassembled parts.
Result: Gun merchants in West Germa-
ny, Belgium, Brazil, Italy, Finland,
France and Britain send the makings
to U.S. plants for assembly.

The strands come together in the
saga of the gun believed to have been
used to shoot the President, as outlined
by federal law-enforcement officials:

The parts of this pistol were manu-
factured by Roehm Firearms Company
in Sontheim-Brenz, West Germany,
and shipped to R.G. Industries in the
riot-scarred Liberty City area of Mi-
ami. There, in a converted church sur-
rounded by barbed wire, the parts
were assembled into a weapon: A six-
shot .22-caliber 'model known as an
RG14, with a 1%-inch barrel and a re-
tail list price of $39.45. )

An unidentified wholesaler bought
the weapon and sold it to Rocky’s Pawn-
shop in Dallas. There, say the records of
proprietor Rocky Goldstein, it was
bought Octeber 13 by a young man who
showed a Texas driver’s license, filled
out the simple federal form and paid

John W. Hinckley, Jr., went to Rocky's of

‘Dallas for a West German-designed .22-

caliber pistol similar to the one below, ac-
cording to police.

about $45 each for it and a
matching weapor.

The gun now belonged
to John Warnock Hinck-
ley, Jr., who is accused of
using it in the March 30
attack on President Rea-
gan; his press secretary,
James Brady, amd two
lawmen in Washington.

Four days before he
bought the pnstols in Dallas, Hinckley
was arrested in Nashville, charged with
carrying three guns, fined $50 phus court
costs and released—a fact not recorded
on the Dallas gun form and not re-
quired. The charge was a misdesmeanor.

Citizens from coast to coast can buy
handguns just about as easily.

Virginia and Colorado, for mmple,
follow the Texas practice of requiring
some apparent proof of iden#ity and
signature of the federal form. There’s
no waiting period. California requires a
15-day wait so authorities cam make

‘background checks—but Californians

can cross the state line to Arizona,
where there is no wait.

Scoffing at the law. Localities that
do have strict gun-control laws—New
York City; Washington, D.C.; Detroit;
Cleveland, and Columbus, Ohio,
among them—often see their efforts
frustrated for similar reasons. People
travel to a suburb or nearby county
where the legal buying is easy or get
illegal firearms bootlegged #n from
places such as Texas and Virginda.

While opinion polls show that most
Americans want tougher gun control,
millions are acting otherwise. Even in
the aftermath of the Reagam attack,
House and Senate leaders say there is
no chance Congress will pass any
sweeping control law this year.

The most that is likely to bappen is
that lawmakers may try to close some
of the more glaring loopholes in the
1968 law. One proposal gettimg men-
tion: Tighten rules on imports to cut off
the trade in disassembled parts. Anoth-
er possibility: Much stiffer federal pen-
alties for those who use gums in the
commission of crime. But such propos-
als are still in the talking stages, with
no indication when action might come.

Meantime, Americans are buying
guns with little more inconwenience

than a trip to the grocer’s.

By DAVID NAGY with the domestic bureaus of the
magazine
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The President as Patient

Luck helped, but it was the
Chief Executive himself who
turned out to be a vital cog -
in the race by doctors and
nurses to save him.

Ronald Reagan emerged from a
week of ordeal with a gunshot wound
in his lung, a 6-inch incision across his
chest—and a reputation as a world-
champion patient.

The President was expected to make

a gomplete recovery. By April 3, he.

had progressed to the point that White
House officials forecast he might re-
turn to the Oval Office—at least part
time—within two weeks of being shot.

For the next six to eight weeks, the
nation’s First Patient is to increase his
activities gradually to regain his physi-
cal strength. If all goes well, doctors say
he will be able to ride horseback in two
to three months. .

_“The prognosis is excellent,” said Dr.
Dennis O’Leary, dean of clinical affairs
at George Washington University Hos-
pital soon after surgery. “He is physio-
logically a very young man. There
should be no complications or perma-
nent injuries.”

A bright side. Reagan is considered a
lucky case—lucky that the .22-caliber
buliet missed his heart by several inch-
es and lucky that he reached the hospi-
tal emergency room quickly.

He was also lucky, doctors say, that
at age 70, he had no underlying health
problems that could have exacerbated
his wound or slowed his recovery.

More than luck pulled the President
through, however. Talks with the doc-
tors and nurses on the surgical and in-

tensive-care teams make that clear. *

They told the behind-the-scenes story
of what happens when the President of
the U.S. is rushed to a big-city hospital.

George Washington University Hos-
pital, three fourths of a mile west of the
White House, is an older teaching insti-
tution with up-to-date facilities.

At 2:35 p.m., on March 30, Reagan
walked in the door of its emergency
room with the aid of Secret Service
men, then fell to one knee. He was

pale, lightheaded. He was coughing up

blood and gasping for breath. Not until
attendants stretched him out in the re-
suscitation bay of the emergency room
and cut away his clothes did everyone
realize that he had been shot.
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The bullet had bounced off a rib and
lodged in the lower left lobe of the left
lung, causing significant bleeding and
collapsing the lung. '

Attendants moved fast. A tube was
quickly inserted in his chest to expand
the lung and drain off blood pooling
inside the chest cavity.

‘Reagan never went into shock, but
his blood loss was so great that emer-
gency surgery was essential. He was
given a transfusion of 2% quarts of
blood—nearly half the normal volume
of blood in the body. Roughly 40 min-
utes after arriving at the hospital, Rea-
gan was in the operating room.

“The President was never in serious
danger,” said O’Leary. “At no point in
time was he even remotely close to
extremis”—a medical term for death.

The 2-hour operation began with a
6-inch horizontal incision just below
the 'left nipple. Two ribs were
stretched apart to open up the chest.

The team, headed by Dr. Benjamin
Aaron, first made sure there was no
bleeding from other organs such as the
liver, kidneys, spleen, stomach.

Then the doctors turned to the lung
and removed the bullet. They looked
at the heart and examined major arter-
ies. Finding everything in order, they
sewed up their patient and transferred
him to the recovery room..

Dr. Dennis O’Leary shows reporters how
bullet entered the President’s body.

Although the operation is
considered a major one, Rea-
gan’s surgery was neither ex-
traordinary nor rare.

“It’s a standard type of proce-
dure,” explains Dr. W. Gerald
Austen, chief of surgery and
cardiology at Massachusetts
General Hospital. “We see it all too
frequently.”

It was not an easy night, however.
Concern mounted in the recovery
room. Reagan was breathing with the
help of a respirator, but tests to moni-
tor oxygen in his blood were disturb-
ing. X-rays showed that blood clots
were obstructing his airways.

By 9 p.m., doctors decided to per-
form a bronchoscopy—a procedure in
which a fiber-optic instrument is in-
serted in a tube already in the patient’s
windpipe so that doctors can locate the
blood clots and remove them.

Slight setback. Reagan was on mor-
phine to relieve the pain. His head was
raised; he was alert and in good humor.
But the attempted bronchoscopy failed
because of a kink in the tube.

Throughout the night, nurses took
turns removing blood clots through a
tube with a suction device. Fortunate-
ly, Reagan’s lungs began to improve.
By 2 a.m., X-rays showed that his lungs
were close to normal, and an hour later
he was taken off the respirator.

At 6:15 a.m., the patient was moved
to the intensive-care unit, jammed
with nurses in yellow uniforms and
banks of dials and TV screens that
monitor vital signs of the very sick.

Fifteen hours later, Reagan was
moved again—this time to a $234-a-




Dears et ‘(ez &
THERE AINT NO REPUBLICANS OR
5 DEMOCRATS NOW.WE ARE ALL FAMILY
GET WELL-QUICK RON..
WE NEED YOU/ 44218'&(0(1

PS.WE CANT AFFORD 10 L0SE & CUSTRRER

across street from Reagan’s hospital.

day private room with beige walls, two
blue easy chairs, a rust-colored sofa and
a television set hung on the wall.
Meanwhile, the White House took over
a corridor for use of Reagan’s secretary
and the Secret Service.

Despite those accommodations, the
hospital’s guiding principle was to treat
Reagan like any other patient so that
no medical mistakes would be made in
the tense atmosphere.

To the hospital staff, Reagan was a
model patient. “What impressed me
was that he was willing to do anything
that would make him get better fast-
er,” says nurse Maureen McCann.

For instance, the key to recovery
from lung surgery is physiotherapy to
exercise the lungs. Every 4 hours, Rea-
gan had to turn over on his stomach.
The nurses clapped his back to vibrate
his body and shake the secretions in his
lung in order to prevent pneumonia.

This was very important because Rea-
gan had been hospitalized for pneumo-
nia many years ago. “Someone like you
saved my life,” Reagan told McCann.
“She sat by my bedside and kept saying,
‘Breathe, breathe, breathe.” ” Vibrating
the back can be very painful over a fresh
surgical incision. “He never com-
plained,” says McCann.

Physiotherapy also includes forced
coughing to bring up sputum. In anoth-
er exercise, Reagan used a deep-
breathing device which involved suck-
ing on a tube to measure the strength
of his lungs.

In between exercises, medications
and examinations, Reagan talked and
talked. He told nurse Debbie Augsbach
about growing up in a small town and
about his father. He reminisced about
how President Truman could walk
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from the White House without Se-
cret Service men. He wondered if
he now might wear a bulletproof
vest whenever he is in crowds.

At one point, Reagan swapped old
rhymes with a doctor. He was con-
cerned about the brand-new blue
pin-striped suit he had been wear-
ing. He got a newspaper, skipped
the assassination stories, noted the
finding of another black child’s body
in Atlanta and turned to the comics.

The entertainer. Throughout the
President’s stay in the hospital, his
sense of humor stood out. His one-
liners revealed the Hollywood per-
former with a vaudevillian’s heart.
For all the humorous quips that
drew laughs, however, there were
just as many that flopped, said the
staff.

Doctors know that humor is im-
portant in responding to stress and
in speeding up the recovery pro-
cess. In the recovery room, Reagan’s
one-liners—written on a pad—not only
showed that the patient was in good
spirits but reassured the medical team
as to his general condition.

“It was a time of high anxiety,” re-
calls Dr. Jack E. Zimmerman. “The X-
ray and oxygen studies were bother-
some. He knew we were worried, but
it was hard to get overwhelmed when
you have a patient putting out one-
liners. It gave everybody reassurance
that the patient was doing all right.”

According to a New York City inter-
nist, Dr. William M. Hitzig, laughing
and joking have a metabolic effect on
the body. Humor, Hitzig explains,
changes the salivary glands to produce
more juice. It stimulates hormones
from the pituitary, hypothalamus and
adrenal glands—even the sex glands.

For the medical staff, one of the
lightest moments came when nurse
McCann resolved a major mystery. She
was combing Reagan’s hair, parting
first one side, then the other and quiet-
ly examining the roots. “Now,” the
President said, “you can tell the world
I don’t dye my hair.”

Meanwhile, the business of the Presi-
dency went on. The day after surgery,
Reagan signed a bill limiting dairy sup-
ports. He worried about his signature,
made wobbly by intravenous tubes in
his arm. He met with aides. He read
memos. He made decisions.

When a question arose over whether
Secretary of State Alexander Haig
should cancel his trip to the Middle
East, it was the President who decided
he should go.

“The world has not stopped just be-
cause of this,” said Reagan. O
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By ABIGAIL TRAFFORD

A President Who
Enjoys a Josh

it was a stream of wisecracks
and jests from a wounded Ronald
Reagan that reassured Americans
most in the wake of an attempted
presidential assassination.

Even with a bullet in his chest,
he was making such quips as
these—

m To his wife Nancy: “Honey, I
forgot to duck.”

m To the surgeons who were
about to operate on him: “Please
tell me you’re all Republicans.”

When tubes in his throat kept
him from talking during the hours
that followed surgery, Reagan
turned to a pencil and pad.
® Told that a nurse would spend
the night in his recovery room, he
wrote: “Does Nancy know?”

m Said another note: “If I'd gotten
this much attention in Holly-
wood, I would not have left.”

s One of the President’s notes
read: “As Winnie Churchill said,
‘There is no more exhilarating
feeling than being shot without
results.” ”

m After undergoing a particularly
painful medical procedure, Rea-
gan paraphrased the epitaph of
comedian W. C. Fields: “All in all,
I'd rather be in Philadelphia.”

When Reagan could talk again,
he rattled off these one-liners—
u To daughter Maureen: “One of
my new suits is ruined.”

m To his three highest White
House aides: “Who’s minding the
store?” and “Well, I guess I really
screwed up the schedule today.”
m Toan aide who told him that he
would be happy to know the gov-
ernment was running normally in
his absence: “What makes you
think I'd be happy about that?”

8 Toanurse who told him to keep
up the good work: “You mean this
may happen several more times?”
# On learning that he would not
be well enough to throw out the
first ball to open the major-league
baseball season on April 8: “Iam a
right-hander, and it is the left side
that hurts.”

Reagan cracked most of his
jokes before learning that his
press secretary, James Brady, had
been critically wounded in the
assassination attempt. Tears filled
his eyes when he was told of Bra-
dy’s plight. “Oh, damn,” the Pres-
ident said. “Oh, damn.”




Why U.S. Lifestyle
Produces Assassins

A new attempt on a President’s life raises old questions:

Why do such attempts continue? What will it take to bring them
to a halt? For answers, the magazine went to a noted
psychiatrist and consultant on violent crime.

Q Dr. Menninger, what accounts for
the string of assassination attempts
against national leaders in the last two
decades? '

A Every society produces its alienat-
ed persons who try to carry out their
own agenda, but some characteristics
of ours increase the potential risk.

For one thing, more guns are avail-
able than ever before—and these are
the main weapons in assassination as
well as violent crime, of which we have
more than any other Western industri-
alized nation.

We also have a tradition of individual
freedoms—and more resistance to lim-
its on those freedoms.

Another thing is affluence. Potential
assassins can easily go to where their
target is. In the John Lennon case, the
alleged assassin flew in from Hawaii.

Q As a psychiatrist who has been in-
volived in studies of violence and presi-
dential security, how did you react to the
attempt on President Reagan’s life?

‘A My initial response was that I
wasn't surprised—in part, because I've
been reviewing some of .the data on
assassinations and, in part, because of

the tenor of the times.

’ Moreover, this is a President of
strong and forceful character, who has
expressed his opinions on public issues
that excite emotions and who is not
viewed as a conciliator. This sets the
stage for making him a lightning rod—
a target for assassination.

Q Is a profile building up on persons
who try to carry out assassinations?

A Not a specific profile, but there
are common elements.

Characteristically, assassins tend to
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W. Walter Menninger, senior staff psychia-
trist at the Menninger Foundation.

be loners and don’t have effective so-
cial relations with other people, at least
currently. They are generally unmar-
ried or have had a very poor marital
relationship. They are people without a
consistent work history, particularly in
the year or so before the assassination
attempt is made.

They are individuals who consistent-
ly use a handgun as their weapon and
select a moment when a well-known
figure is appearing in public. Until the
attempts by Lynette *“Squeaky”
Fromme and Sara Jane Moore on then-
President Ford, they were all males.

Q. Do assassins share a particular fam-
Ity background or class level?

A In nearly all instances, there has
been some hint of early disruption in
family life. The list does cut across class
somewhat, but the striking thing is
that, as yet, none have been black.

"Q Does the desire for attention or
fame play a strong role in a person’s de-
sire to kill a prominent person?

A At some level, I would think, the
would-be assassin must clearly have an

Five Assailants and Their Targets

Lee Oswald
(John Kennedy)

Sirh
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Arthur Bremer
(Robert Kennedy) (George Wallace) (Geraid Ford)

(Gerald Ford)

awareness that this is going to be a
notorious and even historic event.

Q Would the recent trend of closing
mental hospitals be putting more potential
assassins on the streets?

A I don’t think there’s clear evi-
dence that assassination is a function of
mental illness per se.

~Q What about the growing leniency in
sentencing—does that raise the level of
assassination risks?

A The odds are that locking up peo-
ple longer for crimes is no solution,
since people who have made assassina-
tion attempts are people who have
never committed a crime for which
they would have been locked up. Any-
way, our whole philosophy does not
call for preventive detention.

Q Would the frequency of assassina-
tion attempts in recent years be due, In
part at least, to the media—especially the
influence of television?

A Not necessarily. Yet I think the
great expansion of the media has pro-
duced an overload of communications
for some people—and television, which
makes an event so immediately known,
can certainly be a factor.

Q Do assassinations in this country of-
ten develop from political or economic
grievances?

A More so in the last century, per-
haps, assassins have had some kind of
specific but distorted political reason to
justify their action—but not as a mem-
ber of an organized political move-
ment. They are personal zealots.

In the Reagan case, I don’t think we

really know the motivation of the ac-
cused assassin, despite press reports.

Q. Is it significant that, in this country,
attacks on leaders come from loners,
while Western Europe’s problem is terror-
ist groups? )

A That's one of the striking con-
trasts thus far: We have been less sub-
ject to the terrorist approaches. That
doesn’t mean we may not be, and I'm
well aware that the FBI and other
federal law-enforcement agencies are
constantly concerned about that
possibility.

+ Q Is there some way to greatly reduce
the threat of assassination in the United
States?

A There’s no simple answer. In
democratic philosophy, the elected
leader frequently performs ceremonial
and political tasks in public. There is no
perfect way to forestall attempted as-
sassinations short of confining the Pres-
ident to the White House and limiting
his communication with the public to
television broadcasts and other media.
Other nations can, by totalitarian
means, limit people’s access to travel as
well as to weapons. I don’t think we’re
about to go in that direction.
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Reagan’s Finest Hour

‘cna!d Rezgzn has exorcised the national nightmare.
{2 lcok2d it in the eye and cracked some jokes. His
T sanity was overwhelming, and the baggy, neurotic
ievils of seif-hatred slunk back into the shadows. We
re not. repaat not, a sick society, Reagan told us with
iis joxes. His own behavior provided an exemplary
aezapher. We cannot be defeated, at home or abroad,
{ we refuse to be defeated.

“Honex,.! forgot to duck,” he said when he first saw
zis wi‘e. Distraught, she was reassured. “Who's mind-
ng the stor2?” he asked his assembled aides, reassur-
ing them too—and also reminding them that .there is a
store which they must mind. As he went into the oper-
zting rocm he quipped to the surgeons, “I hope you're
2ll Repudlicans.” (One of the physicians—as reported
by the mezgnificent Dr. Dennis O'Leary, hospital
spoxesmen—responded with answering style: “Today
evervone is a Republican.”) And when Reagan came
out of surgery he once again reassured us with a joke:
“Ali ir all, I'd rather be in- Philadelphia.” i

Reazar. knew with his utterly sure instinct that on
Mondzy afiernoon the nation itself had once again
beex woundsd psychically. Suddenly, in a psychic ex-
plosioz, zll of those old images burst again into the
rationzl cornsciousness, magnified by television, turned
into terrible metaphors. Kennedy in the open car.
Ruty anc Oswald. King in Memphis. Funeral trains.
Bobdy in Los Angeles. Squeaky Fromme. The Moore
wornar. Hours and hours of TV coverage. Once again,
this tirze, the idiot chorus began to warm up. Senator
Bill Bradiey of New lJersey, who seems intent these
days on :iuming himself into a walking banality, in-
toned thzt we are a sick society. Dan Rather, who

mighkt zs weil have been nude on CBS-TV, all but fan- |

tzsized a coup by Al Haig, blah, blah, blah.
_With his jokes and his courage and his sanity Rea-
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gan said in effect, “Cut it out, boys. Grow up.'|
quipped that the shooting had ruined a favorite
Surrounded by squads of physicians, he said th!
he’d had this much attention in Hollywood he
have stayed there.

Reagan did not have to say so directly, and in
he made his point more powerfully by making us}
it oursclves: The United States is the most stable.
public in the history of the world. It was thus desjd
!:y its founders. Four of its Presidents have been k.
in office, and others have been the targets of assass
But all transitions have been remarkably peaceful
orderly. The great ship of the Republic sails
through all seas, however stormy. It cannot be s
by a .22 slug.

.Tl.ac day after surgery, the President signed a
climinating an increase in dairy price supports.
Reagan revolution rolls forward, picking up mo
tum. Runaway legal services to be cut back. Cr
requirements for ramps and lifts for wheelchairs ¢
celed. A more balanced policy toward southern A
ca. A larger role for private initiative in park lan
A growing national consensus, now acknowledged
be irresistible, for across-the-board budget cuts. !
h.ave the momentum, the President was telling us
his cool, steady behavior. Let us not be distracted.
* In a single afternoon, as we say, Ronald Reagan ¢
orcised what might be called the “Kennedy nigl
mare,” the view that absurdity controls our destin
He proved that a physical wound need not be a sp!
itual wound, and from his bed in the George Washin
ton University Hospital he reminded America of wh
it actually is. We cannot remember when an Americ:
statesman has so naturally exhibited the virtue of gra
under pressure.
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ON AND COMMENTARY

Richard L. Strout

Closeness counts

Washington

White House press secretaries are a breed of their own
and have rarely been studied by political scientists. They are
so close to the president that James Brady was tragically in
theé line of fire at the attempt on President Reagan’s life. In
the nature of things they must be in sympathy with the presi-
dent whose views they attempt to articulate. They stand
close in at a great public gathering, listening to the way the
president utters the sentences written for him, buoyed by a
hearty round of applause or cast down by the failure of a
supposedly electric phrase to strike a spark. Some of these
press secretaries have developed great power.

The Brady-Reagan relationship gave promise of being one
of the happiest. I watched a group of reporters at breakfast
the other morning pestering genial Jim Brady. He enjoyed it.
He kept his affability and calm through eggs and bacon and I
jotted down in my notes ‘‘a valuable man for the President!”’
Past White House secretaries, I thought, would welcome him"™
historically as their equal. Alas, I did not know the tragedy -
ahead. S , .

- Let me review some members of this unusual calling.
_President Roosevelt’s Stephen T. Early put the modern
stamp on the White House-press relatidns. He was a witty, -
amiable expositor of the administration and served an
amazing 142 months. ST )
Harry Truman and Charlie Ross followed the Roosevelt
- team: Charlie was one of the most gentlemanly men who
" ever held the job. He was in Truman'’s high school class in
Independence, Mo., and it was he (not the bespectacled Tru-
man) that the class voted ‘“most likely to succeed.” Harry
and Charlie sat down one night at the White House and called
up their old high school teacher and thanked her for what she
had done for them. Charlie was former head of the Washing-
ton bureau of the St. Louis Post Dispatch. The best White
House press secretaries, I think, are former newsmen.
. The list comes down to modern presidents: the two Rons,
for example, Ron Ziegler for Nixon and Ron Nessen for Ger-
ald Ford. There was Jody Powell for President Carter — who
~ was ideal in that he knew the President inside out and talked
with him 30 minutes every morning. (The least satisfactory
press secretaries are the ones who don’t know what is going
on.) But Jody had the limitations of most of the Carter group:
it was too ingrown and would have been better off with
broader experience. .
Of all press secretaries of modern times Jim Hagerty was
most influential. He had been a first-rate reporter on the New

York Times, as had his father before him. Ike left things ‘‘to
Jim.” Hagerty brought television into the press conferences.
first with edited snatches and then with longer items (but live
coverage waited for Jack Kennedy by way of Pierre Salin-
ger).

Hagerty changed history at one point and it is this that I
associate him. The CIA had invented the U-2 spy plane, a
floppy-winged glider built round a jet engine that could fly
right over Russia watching impotent Soviet attack planes be-
low, and equipped with a camera that could see a golf ball on
a green at 50,000 feet. Suddenly it was knocked out of the air
by a new Soviet rocket as Ike prepared for the summit with
Khrushchev in Paris in May 1960. After the summit Ike was
supposed to go to Russia, to return Khrushchev's visit to the
US. His pleasant face in Russia might have tempered the
cold war — whoknows? - o

The crucial question, though, was whether Ike would ac-
knowledge that he had been spying on Russia, contrary to
international protocol, or would issue a diplomatic plea of
personal ignorance that-would probably have preserved rela-
tions. First the administration issued ambiguous cover sto-
ries under Hagerty’s directions, to the effect that pilot Glenn
Powers was unfortunately ‘‘off course’” when the Russians
knocked him down, presumably destroying him and his
plane. Ike was in Gettysburg chuckling over golf scores with
George Allen. B

On May 7 Khrushchev sprang his surprise. He had cap-
tured the US pilot and Powers was talking: Washington had
directed the overflights. Would Ike take responsibility? To
admit participation might ruin the summit; to feign igno-
rance would weaken him at home in a field in which he was
sensitive. On a drive back to Washington Hagerty apparently
encouraged him to accept responsibility. . .

These events followed: On May 11 Ike said he knew of the
flights; May 16 — Khrushchev in Paris for the summit can-
celed the invitation to Ike to visit Russia (they had even pre-
pared a golf course for him) ; Ike in Paris, grim, said no more
overflights but called Khrushchev’s ‘“‘ultimatum’ unaccep-

table. May 17 — the summit (attended by DeGaulle and Mac- ~

millan) collapsed and so did Ike’s hopes for détente and
world conciliation. I

Here was a case where a powerful press secretary. at a
critical juncture, apparently gave council that changed his-
tory. Ah, me — that is the business of White House press
secretaries, to be very close to their presidents. - * -~

-

Regan'ssurprise .

- - %, w3

: It seems to be tashionable these days to ment. Our people are in here by 7:30 in the
& burl darts at the federal government and its morning, certa1ply by 8. When I left last night ‘
<. burgeoning bureaucracy. To be sure, thereis at twenty of eight, there were still people |

- a lot of waste and redundancy in the A SRR

. Some bureaucrats don’t work very hard; oth- Plus homework and weekends, you've got :

"~ ers see government as a cushy job. But there: people warking 70, 80 and 90 hours a week for

is more than one side to every question,-and ' what I know are salaries that are jess thana

_Americans should not be left with an impres- third they could command in fheﬂprivpt_e .

sion that government employment is a sine- sector.” o w2 e E ,
cure. On the contrary, Washington has a - - Let’s hope this doesn’t provide -justlhca-
goodly share of hard-working public servants. tion for seeking big federal salary increases
‘Even the Reagan administration may -.at a time when most Americans have to
“ - have to revise its evaluation. Listen to what tighten their belts. But it does put a bit of per-
’ Treasury Secretary Donald Regan replied spective on the problem of bloated bureauc-
when asked by the National Journal about his racy. Heaven knows, government would im-

system. around here working, which is a 13-hour day.

greatest surprise since coming to the capital: prove by a judicious pruning of officials as

“[It’s) the long hours that people

work for well as programs. But the devotion and dili-

so little money. . .at the top levels of govern- gence of many should not go unrecognized.
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some 25-year-old would-be murderer did not have the
power to change the feelings Reagan had about his -
country. By making light of the shooting, Reagan . °
v was saying that it had no more importance that

what it actually was: the irrational action of a dxs-
, turbed young man.

PRESIDENT REAGAN was not going to join in

the handwringing over what the shooting meant

about American society. He was not going to be part

of the chorus bemoaning what has happened to our -

national life. He still believed that the soul of Ameri-
~ ca was good, and he was refusing to allow someone - .

like John W. Hinckley Jr. to overrule his convictions.
= So while the rest of America was debating the

i philsophical implications of the shooting, Reagan was

inquiring of one of his assistants: “Does anybody

know what that guy’s beef was?’ To the medent

 the murder attempt was no more than that: a man

The Reagan VIS’On : ] :wnh a beef, not a comment on the nation’s health. -

And before long Reagan was wondermg out loud
whether he would bé able to throw out the first

~ pitch of the new-baseball - miths A
survives ‘shooting- .. Bt ol e

hopefulness, not the murkmess of ‘despair. -
Go M‘yv »
‘e‘;?u‘;:lfltppew in this space coREerning
the shooting

You didn't have to be a fan of Reagans pohtu: b g
f President Reagan. The - - ’understand\what he was trying to tell the nation, .- * '

aboutthi L : evenwhﬂehewasstlﬂeonfmedtoahospitn!mom. :
1 was trymg to m“‘;et;aspmm : And you didn’t’ have to be a supporter of his pohcies
meanneisof American society, & the midst midst of sich, | to be affected by the convictions that were making -
one must feel in t,rymg t° hve m Al ! ' _ him do it. Michael Kilian of The Tribune — a writer _
asocxety TE 'tof "‘f'.m_ 4 wholsofteax; cfymcal aboutl?o;mmandhaso&m
- ptany resers 3greed thllt; !t‘ga ‘I)Ionl!i‘ted Phie !etzs" e . ‘been critical of Reagan — ha . e - :
called and wrote to saym which to live in 1981, and . * “I'AM AWED by the lneomparable grace and - - |
indeed, a sad 90‘“‘“7 attempt on the President was courage, the wit and toughness displayed by Ronald {
 that the assassination le of that fack i - .- -Reagan and his wife in this, the worst moment of - |
“just another graphic examp csoni who. ~ | his presidency and their lives. Liké Andrew Jackson, |
itoccursmmemattheremonepc;m i A he has the spit and callous of the common man, yet =
But 0s vehemenﬂy W“h PR DR - .~ something nobler. He is one of nature’s genﬂemen, a
would disagree most V
ook : P ! splendid symbol of his country. Were the United
outh n is Ronald Reagan. - ‘States to have a constitutional monarch or a.Prest- .
That Peﬁ; " pres;dent ggagan :tasm ~ db:nt who served onlt{b ?s"chmef q’:&state, Qhen woukl
* I there anythm& following the ’ noonemoresul B gy
nonstrated- in the days folio 7 -on £ . .
‘ﬁ?smme it -is that be B-rdmgm‘g?:n‘:gaﬁs‘u« o T "All over America, peoplea:edrawingﬁnm
vision of a better Ameﬁ;",sedm 'A{;n;e, ol O I 'message from R;agan. He kuurv::t be was - the-
hopeful as. - et elected as President because most people trusted
" oaric p comie b ae WSS S | | i e sy o 00 i s k8
DU such a e ! can w
eritics mwkedmﬁet:aimthe:re e gomg bamt:l‘:l to “‘:o E i th?n:ctlgons of onefgunman have nﬁo; changt ed his
critics s2 Reagan's desire ‘ mind about any of those things. doesn’ want
TAl!l:enca of yesmgf:: s:?g moded ‘T V_am,gs P ; anyone else to- change their minds, either. . _ :
i m,nm omld,sd—uected- B '\ y - " “If Reagan recovers as fully s it is hoped he does .-
lic liked what it was heanng from’ eay /| ~ the time will come when political criticism and par-
Bmmempubmc ters who disal with his specific . . : usandebateoverhis;:ohcxesareasfennduthey
Rei_igan-lan.s cast their ballots for him anywﬁymy Eu::.‘be- : : ever were,And that is as it should be‘. - 3
pt:}elcztrgngth of the -hopeful mes:;gh’ his every pub-| i "But one thing will not change Iii the days folo = -
peath the surface oth:.s every B 1 lowing the attempt on his life, by reaffirming his . =
lic pmnouncement e L et e E’ 3 : I hopes for his country, Ronald Reagan has shown us
And the assqssinahon attempt. ‘Reagan e L7 F o all notsul!i)lg:lmg ‘and critics alike — k
¥ aﬁerthat thlspll‘.:s Vﬁ:tn :’;‘:slpﬁt Qigommglmto st .‘.,, E ¥ [ :ﬁe ly forget ye have l;ere one ren:afk- )
1t cle il gent W i i’ anpoata UL _x s b*"" gl
Koo on the bright,viton tht 1o = $LERE T) B gote B8 Sl ol S e BT
. — or- ; I ez * s Yo ~ Bae g
- times heh:h;::t’sal::m wife in the eomd::' :: the , He
“Honey, 1 forge I
emergency room and said, as & signal that ¢
m”-uw mo.re m a qmp n w..._z:-f-;. i‘ "L . .” */.'A
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NEWS
(SCOTLAND)

THEY'LL never again
be able to snipe at
Ronnie Reagan for
making 54 B movies.
Pecause now he’s

starred in a classic.

Walking into hospital
wounded, with a bullet
near his heart, and real
blood on the chest
which was splattered for
25 years with ketchup,
he's given the perfor-
mance of a lifetime.

In real lifée.

What John Wayne did for
America in celluloid, Reagan
has turneq into true story grit.
He bit his lip bravely on the
bullet. He actually Kired all
those final reel remarks they
don't script-write like that any
more.

“Honev, I forgot to duck”,
the lanky six footer grmned
.weakly, as his loving Nancy
rustied to gather him in her
arms. I hope you're all
Republicans”, drawled the
gunneddou n man as the
doctors, grim-faced, probed
him for lead. o

“Dou't wurry, I'll make it”,

Give the mar
““an Oscar!

He. dg*serves it for
his style, his grace
and just sheer guts

he told his anxious posse of
sidekicks, at the moment when
they usunnv stick a cigarette
— or, in his case, a jelly bean
~— between the hero's pale lips.

And, when he could no
longer speak, he scrawled down
the famous last words W,  C.
Fields wanted on his tomb-

shock or fear. It
- tched on my eyes forever.”.— .

stone — “all in all, I'd rather
be in Philadelphia.”

A youth wilthin .22 shot of
what could have been
Reagan's sunset after only
two months in the saddle.

said: 'You could see the -
feeling_ in the President's
eyves, He was in a state of

will  be

We've seen that look in the

ves of them all, as the
slock  hands touch . High
Noon. But it's a blue-stcel

man -who remembers to ask,
just before they put him
under, *“who's mmdmg the
store ?”

0K, so0 it was corn. It was
the stuff they tried to stop
pouring from Reagan's  lips;

man

before the election. for fear
he unwise-cracked away the
Presidency.

But it was gure gold corn.
It was rich with courage, and
ripe with concern for
America first, and " if 1 fall,
guys, keep the flag flying.”

Ronnie Reagzan really is
the man in the white hat,
with the stars in his eyes
and stripes on his sleeve. So
I no longer give a damn if he
dyves his hair, or if he's
réevelling in acting the part
he's been after for vears.

It was a helluva perform-
ance. Pure Oscar.

Aund there isn’'t an-one who
could have done it w:.uli niore
style, grace, and gus.

E o
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By Eugene Kennedy )

REVELATIONS OFTEN confront us when we least expect

" them. They come to us when we are not prepared to accept

them as, for example, in a sudden ghmpse of ourselves in a

store window. Even though the glass js shadowed and filled

with passing strangers, the truth of what we really look like
is revealed to-us

So it was on the day thaHionald Reagan was shot, on that

‘our attention, and when in the coalescense of images and
events, we experienced a revelation about ourselves. -
President Reagan was the sturdy central figure, of course.
But we really learned more about his advisers — and their
worries about his fragility and need for protection — than
about him , Messrs Edwin Meese and James Baker, like dis-
creet undertakers good at denying death, lefl a break as big as
a gap in a Watergate tape in the continuity of the afternoon dur-
ing which the public was led to believe that Mr Reagan had
not been injured
Their next version, also to be revised later pro;ected a
- President entering the hospital hardly more dxstxessed than

back lot This excessive re-arranging- indicated their own
habitual concern about managing the President’s image, as
though, were they not at his side to point to where to sign on
the document or to hand him a scbedule, he might not know
what to do next.

The ironic revelation of the Iong afternoon lay in the fact
that the more his counselors insisted that the President was.
in complete control, the clearer became thexr need to keep
: thmgs under their own control.

strate that the succession of government was secure but also’
to show that George Bush was certainly not the man in
control of it. More hangdog than sprightly jogger, Bush
seemed, in his brief TV appearances, like a man.who had-
been given explicit instructions by the President’s staff. It
was all right for him to go into the White House, but he
certainly wasn't supposed to touch anythmg

L

ottt

Eugene Kennedy, a Loyolu Universily psychologzst is qu-
thor of “Father’s Day.” a novel about Chzcago politics and
- Notre Dame (Doubleday)
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long afternoon when truth and rumor bobbed like puppets for .

he had been by-a thousand blank cartridges on the Warner,

THIS WAS reinforced by the retiirn of the Vice President A
-lo Washington. His arrival was elaborately staged to demon-_

_experiences in order to handle it.

Reagan crisis: What we leamed

The Vice President’s diffidence reﬂected as wax does the

ring whose seal it bears, that the source of power was surely

outside himself. It was a strange completion of the aborted

gesture of Alexander Haig earlier in the day.

His'was not a bold grasp for authority by a man with a

sense of command, but a quirky and halting statement by an

* outsider desperately unhappy that power lay elsewhere on
that rainy afternoon. The radar echoes of the day came back -
‘from all of these events and personalities with the unre-
markable outline of the true power center of the governmem .

in the offices of Meese and Baker

ANOTHER UNEXPECTED revelatlon concemed profes—

sionalism, a concept which has been under sexge m the
Um -States for the last 15 years. .,

rofessionals have:been vigorously assailed not only by ,‘

consumer groups checking up on their performances in a
variety of fields, but by hordes of-others. Lawyers, especial-
ly, have been under. attack, the charges against them
focus;llrfxg on their competence.and privileged role in Amen-
can life

Few people have dorfe more to’ restore the image of the
professnonal than Dr. Dennis O'Leary, spokesman on televi-

sion for the medical center at which the President was the -

patient, With each precig¢e sentence and careful explanation,
O’Leary not only relieved the national anxiety but alse
restored a measure of confidence in medicine itself. For in

- him we had a revelation of the knowledgeable professional

physician and teacher in action.

4

and . the other " law “enforcement officials  provided more

examples of well-trained profemonals who knOW Just how to' .

carry out their jobs. ;
THE REVELATIONS abounded even more in the wa) the

~great ‘masses of us absorbed the shock of the shooting-

and carried on ‘with- our. daily activities. We had been
through this before. We had heard dreadful bulletins and
watched similar horrors unfold. And although we were not
numb to the shock, we were familiar with it and drew on our

An event that might have sent mobs into the streets of the

great cities of other countries saw us finish'our day" 's work

and go home without any serious disturbance: It was not a
revelation of callousness but of how, through suffenng the _

public traumas of the last generation, we have learned to | '

cope thh even the most awful possxbxhtm

. ~

. - g

The swift and sure reactions of the Secret Semce agents -
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World press on Reagan shooting

The assassination attempt on President Reagon was
viewed with both sympathy and outrage in newspaper
editorials throughout the world. Here are some excerpts:,

John Wayne would have been proud of him. In a B-movie,
the President of the United States, 70 years old, with a bullet
in his lung, delivering laconic one-liners on his way to the
operating room and after coming out of the anesthetic, may
have sounded corny. In real life, it is true grit

Ronald Reagan has guts and he has style. He is a man to
be admired.

When it comes to authority and populanty, this baptism by
fire could be the President’s real inauguration.

Daily Mail, London

A calmer country mlght start from basics. The President
of the United States is now, without question, the most
vulnerable target in the Western world. Every nut in the
land— tens of thousands—- fancies a potshot at him.

Why should this be so in America when, in Europe, with a

" roughly equivalent population, the threat comes mostly from
organized red, green and purple. brigades? Because the
President is a symbol: Because he is now the man the
deranged exist to shoot. He seems, in part, a victim of the
mythology of office. Hail to the chief: death to the chief.

He is the victim of the gun-slinging myths of America. He
is the victim of a social divide which, in its concentration of
ghetto violence based on the bitter divisions of rich and poor,
black and white, fuels the fear. Fear that so easily puts
revolvers into the hands of white, middle-class madmen.

The Guardian, London

There are 55 mxlhon handguns in America — one for every
family. A gun is bought every 13 seconds.
Most Americans, it seems to outsiders, would rather die by
the gun than live wnhout one. :
" How many moré Presidents—and ordinary people—must
‘e shot ‘down before America hangs up its gun belt?
While every crank has the right to be his own private
| .army,.there will be more public tragedies — and more. A
radio reporter commented that the television coverage of the -
assassination attempt ‘“was so good that it looked re-
hearsed.” But when the camera crews get so much expen-
ence of the real thing, who needs practice?
Daily Mirror, .London

The Umted States was born out of the violence of conquest,
rebellion and civil war. -. .*. Its myths are those of the
frontier, where the fastest gun was kmg and every man had
his fate in his own hands. -:

The United States has risen to become a maJor mdustnal

."and military power claiming universality for its values while .
seeming unable to shake off the darker elements in its ’
tradition. :

The roots of the problem lie deep in American society."

i - Times of London

“Violence is as Amencan as apple pie,” runs a saying
which is as dismissive as it is cynical. That sick minds have
used violence so often against the nation’s highest represent-
ative can be explained not least by a deification of the
‘American President which is muque in the modern world.
This offers the assassin the maximum return on his need for_
self-assertion even if he does not achieve his murderous
goal, as m the case of Ronald Reagan.

Sueddeutache Zeitung, Bonn

 Viclenks belatigeti the Americas cltieth. > | As fiog 3
_ the nation fails to draw the consequences from this finding, -

]

America will remain the country of the quick-draw revolver :-
— as it likes to depict itself in its fnlms —-and the result.s for -

polltlcal life are bntter
Allmegeme Zeztung, Frankfm't

Inacountrywhereg.tmareeasytoobtam : it’s not
surprising that hlatory:satthemercyotaecxdenuwchas
the one Mr. Reagan. just escaped. -

Already known .as a “9-to-5 President,” what will his -

-sehedulebelike, reooverlngfromtheamek‘and
Cafter? RN TRUSSE - g %A‘ WS04
A LeMonde,Pans

Thevouencewhnchnmsthroughtbeoountryhkeme
rumbling of distant thunder is the . same current which
renders America dynamic, vibrant, audacious, but also

brutal, dangerous and sometimes bloody. .+ «, Societies .so
well pohced that violence never cracks the surface are
societies s0 weakened that storm or malady can sweep them

.away in no time.
Journal de Geneve, Geneva

i Bloodhasalwaysbeenapartofltshlstory . a secret
violent component of America which, from time to time,
explodes like the hidden crater of a volcano. ;

If freedom i isto remam, then freedom must pay the price.
Corriere della Sera, Milan

1t is natural to ask whether that gunshot did not reawaken
in everyone a sense of ungovernability, a feeling of a society

L

gripped by forces of disunity, the fear of an uncontrollable
destiny.
La Republica, Rome
Can the President of the United States govern from a
hospital bed with the international horizon so obscured by
black clouds?
: ) Le Figaro, Rome
It is paradoxical that Ronald Reagan, who publicly de-
fends uncontrolled possession of weapons, and who ‘‘sup-
plemented’’ Carter’s human rights propaganda with his’
propaganda about the struggle against international terror-
ism, has himself almost fallen victim to the terrorism whlch
S0 extenswely mushrooms in his own country.
. Rude Pravo, Prague

The public will not be satisfied wzth affirmations that
(the attack) was masterminded and executed by a supposed-
ly imbalanced young man. ... In the background we have
-the facts that Reagan stood for a tonghemng of American
pollcy on domestic and mternatlonal issues.

\ Camburlyet Ankara

All the security precaut:ons in the world are not sufficient °
to safeguard the life and well-being of a President in a place
where it is possible for a man who has been treated for
mental disturbance to buy and carry a weapon without

The responslbxllty that rests on tlns greatest of wers.
which only now is beginning to regaim
of the free world, demands a remedy for this affliction — .
even if this entails restrictions on the exaggerated freedom
that leaves society defenseless aganst the drawn gune of
‘'madmen.. ~ -

3 "Maariv Daily, Tel Aviv

Of this sort of thmg. Lenin once smd “Crazy’ Perhaps. -
But crazy in whose service?” After all, Reagan has a lot of
enemies outside, and they have all sorts of ideas about him.
Andin conclusion: such a number of attacks on America’s .
Presxdents in so short a period adds nothing to its préstige.

Yediot Aharonot, Tel Aviv

(Mr. Reagan) has forgotten that the real terrorism that

ought to be fought is American terromm the terronsm in
Washington ltself ;
Ash-Sbarq, Beirut

The issue whlch the American mation must now face
squarely is whether to continue to allow mdmdual states to
have a variety of conflicting gun laws. . . . It is important -
that the American people dlscuss thn xssue senously and i n
all its aspects, -

Any attempt on their Presxdent’s life brings the rest of the
world to the brink, because the activities of the U.S.A. are so
entwmed with the well-bemg of all the world’s other peoples. -

o The Nation, Nau'obi-

' General Haig set aside respect for the law and the
American Constitution, behaved literally in military terms,
and crowned himself the medieval king of Washington. The

" American Constitution is perhaps the most watertight instru-

ment of governu'nen:{‘ltl;I the world . . . that anyone would. .
attempt to tamper xtnsalmostheondbehef -
The Standard, Nairobi

" The free sellmg of guns in the United States is supported
by the broad masses. That is why Congress has not been
able to pass gun control legislation. Violence being used to-
kill a President .could naturally arouse popular indxgnatxon,
butltseemsnoonecandoanyﬂ:h:gaboutit.
= Peoples Daily,- Pekmg
Theshootmgwasanotherstamonthepohtlealhistoryof
the United States. We believe this violent act demonstrates a
basic weakness in U.S. society, and that weakness is the
frequency of violence. The U.S. government’s laissez-faire
att.imdetowardthepoueuionoff'u'enrmsuamajorcame
of Amenean socnety's propenslty for violence.
g p Ymrurl Shimbua, Tokyo

maemmma&mﬁd:mmﬂ,s.ﬂmﬂnontslde

worldrealizes
Indnn Tn‘bune, New Deni

Whatu:romcaboutthelaleatdwwofunrestnmed
violence in the US. is that the latest victim is himself am -
ardent and wngorous objector to any gun control law. . -

- yamlaﬁmes.tommal tbePhﬂippmeq

Possibly the latest’ explos:on of mindless violence, ‘one
hopes, will persuade President Reagan to'-bave second‘
thoughts. about the gun lobby.

Morming Post, Hong Kong

With the ready availahil!ty of hamlguns Amencans bes
become their own worst,enemnes = Maba,

#
umpuammmymkw‘“w‘”f"
insanity? ) - Mexioo C'ify
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'Reagan Is Doing Fine

But he will have to ease back into full-time command

he President’s fever was gone and his
lung unclogged. Slightly gaunt, but on

| the mend, he padded last week at half |

week’s end Ronald Reagan was driven
in a limousine from George Washington

White House. Awaiting him there were
some 75,000 letters and telegrams, sev-
eral meadows’ worth of flowers and an
even ton of jelly beans.

The national surge of relief may have
raised too far and fast expectations about
the speed of Reagan’s recovery. For at
least a month, his presidential duties will
remain pared to the minimum, and until
well into summer the U.S. may have a
part-time Commander-in-Chief.

Says a top aide of his boss: “He knows
that he will have to slowly work to get
his strength back.” Nancy Reagan rushed
along the redecoration of the White House
solarium in anticipation of her husband’s
homebound days. The President will
probably not leave the family quarters this
week, but the only medical care he now re-
quires is penicillin pills, daily checks of
his temperature and blood pressure and
thrice-weekly chest X rays. His work load
last week was limited to two hours a day.
For the time being, Reagan’s daily offi-
cial meetings, outside of those with his
staff, will be kept to one or two. Says Dep-
uty Chief of Staff Michael Deaver: “We’re
going to take it easy.”

Fortunately, perhaps, Reagan has al-
ways parceled out authority. Even before
the shooting, three members of his staff
—Presidential Counsellor Edwin Meese,
Chief of Staff James Baker, and Deaver
—had achieved a kind of supereminence.
With restrictions on the President’s time
for months to come, this troika’s power
will grow more entrenched. It remains to
be seen how well this apparatus would
serve if events called for a 24-hour-a-day
President.

Last week was generous to the conva-
lescing President. There was no festering
political problem, no diplomatic crisis
—although Reagan did draft a message to
Soviet President Leonid Brezhnev warn-
ing him against an invasion of Poland.
Even if Reagan had not lain wounded, his
official obligations would have been slight.
One of those chores was rich with irony
—Reagan formally proclaimed next Sun-
day the beginning of Victims’ Rights
Week. Said the country’s most prominent
criminal prey: “Only victims truly know
the trauma crime can produce.”

Reagan described his own victimiza-
tion to a pair of FBI agents who were piec-
ing together an official picture of the as-
sassination attempt. They were among a
stream of visitors who made Reagan’s
schedule seem chockablock with appoint-

speed around. his hospital room. Then at

ments. Said Hospital Spokesman Dr.
Dennis O’Leary: “He likes visitors more
than his doctors do.” Baker, Deaver and
Meese arrived together at 7:15 every
morning and spent 15 or 20 minutes sup-

| plying a distilled overview of the day’s

University Hospital back home to the |

business. Nancy Reagan arrived in time
for lunch, and remained at the hospital
until 9 at night, slipping in and out be-
tween meetings and medical tests. In all,
the President received about two dozen
well-wishers last week, including Daugh-
ter Maureen. Reagan will miss her wed-
ding if it is held as scheduled in Los An-
geles next week; meanwhile, he has
postponed a state visit to Mexico set for
a few days later.

Especially worrisome to Reagan s
lieutenants, however, is his absence from

how miserable Bush is on television. He's
got all the punch of Jerry Ford.”

Charismatic or not, Bush continued
to acquire respect within the White House
as a consummate team player. Said one
Reagan intimate: “He has enhanced him-
self. He didn’t rub anybody the wrong
way.” Indeed, Bush has scrupulously
avoided filling in for Reagan when to do
so might smack of usurpation: for in-
stance, he sits in his own chair—not the
President’s—at Cabinet meetings. None-
theless, Bush has remained unusually well
apprised of national security details since
Reagan’s shooting—more current, in fact,
than the hospital-bound President.

- Reagan’s fellow victims were also on
their separate roads to recovery. Secret
Service Agent Timothy McCarthy left the
hospital headed for a month’s R. and R.
in Acapulco. Washington Policeman

‘Thomas Delahanty was not seriously

wounded in the shooting. But surgeons
last week removed a bullet from his neck,
necessitating a longer hospital stay.
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The President arrives home from the hospltal amid White Iluuse well—wishus

Rest in the solarium, delegated authority and minimum duties.

the battle for the Administration’s eco-
nomic program. The President was to
have gone on the hustings this spring, in
state legislatures and citizens’ meetings,
rounding up popular support for his pro-
posed budget and tax cuts. His convales-

cence has scrubbed what would have been .

the campaign’s canny opening salvo
—Reagan appealing on network televi-
sion for the tax cut, just as taxes came
due. Said one political adviser: “There is
no question we are handicapped with the
President laid up.” The most prominent
surrogate campaigner available is Vice
President George Bush, who substituted
for Reagan in announcing a White House
plan to ease air-quality and safety reg-
ulations on automobiles (see ECONOMY &
BUSINESS). But Bush is no match for his
boss as a political salesman. Said one un-
charitable White House aide: “I forgot

Delahanty had his homecoming Saturday.

Presidential Press Secretary James
Brady, the most gravely injured, was able
to sit up and converse last week, doctors
said, but may require a year to recuper-
ate. His doctors hope that he will recover
the “majority” of his mental capacity and
90% of his physical. But they worry about
a “flattening” of his personality, since the
bullet partly lobotomized Brady’s brain.
Said Dr. O’Leary: “It is possible he could
walk with a cane. We do not,” he added,

“expect miracles.”

The President, thanks to his remark-
able physical conslitution, has apparently
been spared complications. Besides the
six-inch scar on his left side, Reagan’s
only hospital vestige will be a bill—to be
paid by insurance for federal employees
injured on the job. —By Kurt Andersen.
Reported by Douglas Brew/Washington
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A éresident Who'
Enjoys a Josh

It was a stream of wisecracks
and jests from a wounded Ronald
Reagan that reassured Americans
most in the wake of an attempted
presidential assassination.

Even with a bullet in his chest,
he was making such quips as
these—

s To his wife Nancy: “Honey, I
forgot to duck.”

& To the surgeons who were
about to operate on him: “Please
tell me you're all Republicans.”

\When tubes in his throat kept
him from talking during the hours
that followed surgery, Reagan
turned to a pencil and pad.

s Told that a nurse would spend
the night in his recovery room, he
wrote: “Does Nancy know?”

s Said another note: “IfI’d gotten
this much attention in Holly-
wood, I would not have left.”

a One of the President’s notes
read: “As Winnie Churchill said,
“There is no more exhilarating
feeling than being shot without
results.” ”

s After undergoing a particularly
painful medical procedure, Rea-
gan paraphrased the epitaph of

comedian W. C. Fields: “Allin all, .

I'd rather be in Philadelphia.”

\When Reagan could talk again,
he rattled off thase one-liners—
» To daughter Maureen: “One of
my new suits is ruined.”

s To his three highest White
House aides: “Who’s minding the
store?”” and “Well, I guess I really
screwed up the schedule today.”
a Toan aide who told him that he
would be happy to know the gov-
ernment was running normally in
his absence: “What makes you
think I'd be happy about that?”
= To a nurse who told him to keep
up the good work: “You mean this
may happen several more times?”
a On learning that he would not
be well enough to throw out the
first ball to open the major-league
baseball season on April 8: “lama
right-hander, and it is the left side
that hurts.”

Reagan cracked most of his
jokes before learning that his
press secretary, James Brady, had
been critically wounded in the
assassination attempt. Tears filled
his eves when he was told of Bra-
dy’s plight. “Oh, damn,” the Pres-
ident said. “Oh, damn.”
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A terrific guy -

LLR T TR T AP ST S

Premdent Ronald Reagan has revealed
? more of himself to the people of the United
: States — and the world — in the short time
i ¢ that has elapsed between the attempt on his
: ¢ life on Monday and today than he could have
= hoped to doin a lifetime of political campaign-
-“ing. He has come out of the ordeal he went

" through so well that today his stock is higher

_. than ever in the eyes of all of us. Few men
. could have taken what he did and still get off
- . one liners in a hospital emergency room!

! *  Theman’s character, his resolve, his physic-

: al and mental strength have aroused the

~ admiration of all. Most other men, especially

* ‘those 70 years of age, would have melted under
““the strain but the President kept his head ab-

- out him, he kept up his courage, his morale

“"and even his sense of humor. It’s been a long
time since we have seen a man in the White

~ House who could laugh and crack a joke the
.- way President Reagan has been able to do.It’s

"Nancy knew about us?,”when he scribbled a

- note to one of the physicians admitting that

’“ ¢ “all in all, I would rather be in Philadelphia,”

- 'when he expressed the hope that the doctors

> who were surrounding him with their life or
,_death procedures were “all Republicans” —
“~and when his eyes filled with tears as he
- " learned of the critical condition of Press

Secretary James Brady, after all of this and .. -

g more, the world began to understand that
-Ronald Reagan was truly a fine man.
i Qut of thig terrible incident has emerged a
;. man we can all admire, regardless of political
i-. considerations. Somebody hung a sign on a
' building facing the hospital wishing the Presi-
- dent a speedy recovery. The sign said that at
! this time, there was no such thing as Republi-
cans and Democrats but only Americans, all of
them rooting for a quick recovery for the Presi-
~ dent, one of theirs, one of us. The President
wauld hove liked that,
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When he told hxs wife, Nancy, that “he for- |
got to duck,” when he asked his pretty nurse if
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~ Heplayed a part in this case bigger than he

. everdid on the silver screen. He came through -

*_it, as somebody said, looking like John Wayne

‘on Horseback. There is unlimited admiration
for him today as a man of extraordinary cour- .

.. age and self control. Imagine wise cracking in

: -the operating room after being shot! It's in-

-credible. His spirit is indomitable.

- Yes, we have an excellent man at the head of
our government today, and all America knows
that better now than ever before. We are lucky
to have him and lucky that God spared his life.

'His popularity has risen immeasurably as peo-
ple everywhere note, almost with incredulity,
the magnificent response of Ronald Reagan to
this terrible crisis in his life and the life of the
nation. He is hero to us all today, a man to .
emulate. His reaction to the crisis bodes well
for the country should it ever face a similar
showdown in the future.

The President has proved that he knows
how to react in times of emergency. He did it
better than most of us could ever hope to do
under the same circumstances. The guy has

““the courage of a lion, the strength of a bull and

the kindness of a gentle man, What more could
the people of this country ask for i in a Prem- ‘

«* dent?

,i" . There isn't an ounce of v1nd1ct1veness or

& bitterness in his bones. He is a person to

% admire and emulate. No longer can there be
cnt1c1sm of him as a third rate movie actor; he
<" ig a first rate man of extraordinary qualities.
i< That is the lesson that has emerged from this

3 . harrowing week that tesbed the nerve of all

= Americans,

Soon he will be back on his feet, in
™ charge once again. Wherever he goes,
- even in the halls of Congress (especially
: there, perhaps), he will be cheered and
- applauded as never before and with good
" reason, He has been a tonic for this coun-
- try. We now have a real life hero in the .
* President, and what more could we ask
for in national government than that?
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MARY McGRORY

‘Reagan
Re-emerges,

- Admired

Ronald Reagan comes out to a dif-
ferent world. -

For one thing, he will see fuH
spring in Washington. He missed the
daffodils and the forsythia. But the
tulips, the azaleas and the dogwood

have been coming on while he was -

in his hospital-room painfully rid-

ding. himself of the “debris” in his .
~ injured lung, . ot »

The White House, which was still

strange to him after only 70 days

of occupancy, has become “home,”
by virtue of not being the hospital.

He went in to George Washingtoh
as a president of 70 days. He comes
out as a hero. He demonstrated un-
der harrowing. circumstances that
he has one of the greatest gifts a
president could have. He does not
take things personally.

After a run of chief executives
(with the conspicuous exceptionof

- Gerald Ford) who seemed to believe

that all happenings were the result
of. some special animus from an in-
dividual or a group bent on wreck-
ing the Republic as personified in
the White House, Reagan’s detach-
ment about a bullet from a demented
stranger is reviving. Lyndon John:
son and Jimmy Carter- both saw
themselves as Southern victims of
.the implacable Northeast. Richard

Nixon presented himself as a casu-

alty of partisan plots.

Even before he was shot, Reagan
had been affably demonstrating that
he saw political differences as just
that. His relations with the press also
proved an ability to distinguish be-

tween what people are and what.

they dp. "
“Remarkable”

o and “ex--
traordinary” ~ to use two of the |
- words that were being flung around, »
a bit indiscriminately, as things -

turned out, by Dr. Dennis O'Leary, .

our tour guide at the hospital ~ still

. apply to the president’s gallant con-"
duct. The country responded with
torrents of flowers and letters. The

first lady became a woman with a-

-sick husband, her daily visit to the .«

"~ hospital the object of aching sym:
¢ * + pathy - there areso many pleasanter
“things to dd on spring days in Wash- «-

ington.

~ People who still think that Rea- '
_gan’s . social ' policies make -the -
- country’s poor  like .the Jews at
-~ Masada waiting for. the battering’
~,ram of imperial power, people who

still think that Reagan's foreign poli

~cy is dangerously wrong, think dif-

ferently about Reagan as a human

+ being.

_ didn'ttell Irish stories. Reagan does.

‘politically and weaker physically.

-too much, they:will worry that he

In Congress, the Democrats are
grappling with a suddenly unknow-
able task.

House Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill
Jr. came back from a hospital visit
the other day and summed up the
dilemma in his mellow Irish tones.

“A beautiful person, I wish he
agreed with me.” ’

O'Neill, the partisan Democrat,
finds Reagan infinitely more conge- i’
nial than his Democratic predeces-
sor. Jimmy Carter, who was mushy
on policy and cement-hard on peo-
ple, was not his kind of guy. Carter

The Democrats’ “alternative bud- .
get,” he said, was being put forward
“at an inopportune moment.” ©

'So the president emerges strongey. -

Admiration enfolds him, but so
does anxiety. His convalescence will
require the most delicate manage-
ment. If he does little, people will
be reminded that he is 70 years old
and has had chest surgery. If he does

is pushing. himself to prove he is a
full-time president. - o

If he is ‘seen to tire quickly or
speak thickly, hackles will be raised
about the special vicious quality of
the “Devastator” bullet, which we
belatedly discovered from the FBI
was the kind that Joh1f Hinckley Jr.
had somehow obtained. The “Devas-
tator” contains lead azide.

_ The president will find the coun- -
try curious about how his
experience has changed him. Has he
changed his mind about guns? Or
does he still think that the death
penalty will cure the epidemic vio- -
lence of which he is the most con.
spicuous victim?. Whatever he

' wants, it seems safe to say, will be-

. Carthy, has gone off on vacation. Jim
" Brady, the Lazarus of the horror ~

“removed from his neck, is mending.

. his brain. .

o

‘come a-tourist site. The other day
- outside the Washington Hilton, a’

come the law. -He has the kind of
credentials on guns that Nixon had
on China. ¢

. The country has been as philo-
sophical as he is about what almost
stopped the world on March 30. The
other patients are prospering. The
valiant Secret Service agent, Tim Me--

he was declared dead by three net-
works at one bad moment - issitting
up and laughing. Officer Thomas -
Delehanty, the “Devastator” bullet

The scene of the shooting has be-

young couple was smiling. into a
camera held by a friend. They were’
very particular about standing ex-
actly on the grate in the sidewalk
where Brady fell‘ with a bullet in

- It has been an o’dd time. The next
few weeks could be ‘more so. The
only certainty in Washington has
been the gorgeous and,inexorable
advance of spring. . L
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JAMES J. KILPATRICK

Reagan May Indeed Be
An Indispensable Man

Eleven days have passed since the
_ attempted assassination of President
" Reagan, and little by little the story
drops out of the news. Let me try, if
" I'may, to take a reflective look at the
man, the event, and the aftermath.

First the man, simply as a man. Er-
nest Hemingway once defined cour-
age as grace under pressure. Here
was a 70-year-old man with a bullet
in his chest, walking into the hospi-
tal under his own steam, still able
to reassure his anxious wife with a
grin and a feeble joke. “Honey. he
said, “I guess 1 forgot to duck.” That
is class.

Mr. Reaganisa specxal man: presp
“dent of the United States. And one

thing we-learned in the hours that

followed the shooting and the sur-
gery is that, politically speaking, he
is an 1nd15pensable man. During
these hours we heard almost inces-
sant conjecture about a transfer of
power to the vice president. If Mr.

Reagan had gone into a prolonged -

coma, what then?

The.25th Amendment, adopted in
1967, spells out the constitutional

process. It- would have been up to
Vice President Bush and a majority
of the Cabinet to publish a written

declaration that “the president is un--

able to discharge the powers and du-

_ ties of his office,” whereupon Mr.

Bush would have become “acting
pre51dent

No Hxstonc Transfer

No such historic transfer of power

was undertaken on March 30, thanks
to the common-sensical view that

the Soviets were unlikely to launch -

atomic war during the two hours the

. _president was under anesthesia.
Nevertheless, the grim possibility -
served to focus attention on Mr.

Bush and to think of him in terms
of presidential command. The vice

president is an able, attractive, thor-

oughly modest man with wide exper-
ience in government. He has yet to
demonstrate that body of political

principles ‘and convictions with
" which Mr. Reagan has long been

identified. The Reagan program de-
mands, in a word, Mr. Reagan. No
surrogate could take his place. .

‘ The event itself reminds us anew -
| . not.only of the peril of the

_presidency but also of the impossi-
bility of protecting against that peril
absolutely. i .

Perhaps the Secret Service should
have kept spectators at a greater dis-
tance from the presidential limou-
sine. Perhaps the limousine should
have been parked eight feet from'the
door instead of 25 feet. These critical
conjectures are useless.

If an assassin is truly determined
to try for a president, only luck will
prevent a mortal wound. We cannot
seal a president in a White House
vault. Presidents must make public
and social appearances; presidents
must travel; they must take risks as
part of the JOb All the Secret Service
can do is sen31bly to xmnumze the
risks.

No system of data retrieval yet de-
vised could have protected Mr. Rea-

“He will lose some fights
on particular budget
items, but he will not
lose the war.” £

. gan against his aséailant 11 -déys ago.-

No gun control law ever drafted
could have prevented John W.

Hinckley Jr. from getting his handS'

on a gun.

Members of the Secret Serv1ce are
rational men. Try as they may, they
cannot think themselves into the
sick and irrational mind of a drifter
who supposed crazily that he could
win the “love and respect” of a young
actress by killing Mr. Reagan. He

‘wanted to impress her.

“What Lies Ahead"

Assumlng the pre51dents contin-

* ued smooth recovery, what lies

ahead? The public opinion polls al-
ready show a spurt in Mr. Reagan's
approval ratings. Class tells. He will
lose some fights on particular bud-
get items, but he will not lose the
war. :

To- survive danger to walk tall,
to laugh in the face of death — this
is the stuff of which legend is fash-

ioned. For a considerable time the "

cartoonists will have to direct their
malice somewhere else, probably to-

- ward Secretary of State Alexander

Haig. We are notlikely to hear much
talk in the future of Mr. Reagan as
nothing but an ex-actor. The role
he played 11 days ago was for real,
and he played it superbly .
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REAGAN: Relaxed Style Helped in Crisis

Continued from First Page

Another senior staff member cit-
ed as an example of “the kind of de-
tail he (Reagan) leaves to us” the
content of diplomatic letters that
Secretary of State Alexander M.
Haig Jr. carried from the President
to heads of state in four Middle
Eastern countries in the last few
days.

“We simply asked the President
if we had his authority to sign his
name to those letters. And he said,
‘Yes, of course,’” without asking to
read the letters,” the aide said.

“That’s a good example, We'll
say, ‘Mr. President, it would be ap-
propriate that you send a message
to so-and-so, expressing such-and-
such.” He doesn’t care whether he
sees the message, as long as he's
confident we’re going to get an ap-
propriate message sent out.”

Backlog of Decision

Although senior advisers insist
that the hospitalized President has
been making all the decisions that
are “essential” for him to make, one
acknowledged that there is a back-
log building up of unresolved pres-
idential decisions—one, for in-
-» stance, on offshore oil drilling; an-
other on airline regulations.

“The criterion now is whether it’s
‘time urgent,” a key adviser. said.
“If it’s not, it’s postponed.”

There is also another criterion, of
course: whether it is an issue Rea-
gan is interested in personally.

For example, on Monday morning
Reagan edited a statement that
went out under his name announc-
ing the Administration’s decision to
relax automobile regulations. The
idea was to save the troubled auto
industry more than $1.3 billion.

“It’'s something he has strong
views about and we knew he would
want to see that statement before it
went out,” an aide said.

Basically, Reagan’s workday
from a hospital bed has consisted of
early morning and late afternoon
meetings with top aides, usually
those the White House unofficially

calls “the big three”: counselor to
the President Edwin Meese III,
chief of staff James A. Baker III and
deputy chief of staff Michael K.
Deaver. Before he was hospitalized,
Reagan normally met with these
three at the beginning and the end
of each workday at the White
House. ,

At the hospital, Reagan has also

been receiving nightly national se-

curity reports from the State De-
partment, daily intelligence reports,
periodic Defense Department me-
mos, a summary of mail from mem-
bers of Congress, recommendations
for key appointments and decision
memos from his Cabinet Councils.

Reagan ‘Can Run the Country’

It is to these Cabinet Councils—

essentially subcabinets grouped by
general subject matter—that Rea-
gan entrusts much of the prelimina-
ry decision-making at the White
House. The councils have continued
to meet regularly since Reagan was
shot, usually with Vice President

George Bush presiding.

In the Reagan White House, Ca- |

binet Council recommendations
usually are kicked around by the
full Cabinet, with the President
presiding.

Make Preliminary Decisions

“He uses his Cabinet as a board of
directors. The only difference, as he
always says, is that there’s no vote
on this board. He makes the deci-
sion,” an aide said. “He's a very
good delegator of authority, but you
can’t delegate decisions of a certain
magnitude.”

Thursday, Dr. Dennis O’Leary,
who is in charge of patient care at
George Washington University
Hospital, sdid that “it will take four
to six months before he (Reagan) is
chipper,” although O’Leary added
that Reagan “can run the country.
He’s doing that now.”

(White House Deputy Press Sec-
retary Larry Speakes quoted ‘Dr.
Ruge as saying that Thursday was

e o e s

“the President’s best day yet” since
he was wounded March 30. Rea-
gan’s temperature was down to nor-
mal, he was taken off antibiotics,
and physical therapy for his chest

" was ended.

Speakes denied that doctors in-

tend to limit Reagan to a two-hour’

workday once he returns to the

White House. But, initially at least, -

his office hours will be considerably

- less than 9 to 5. “This will be deter-

mined day to day, based on consul-
tation with the doctors and his own
wishes,” Speakes said.
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Aides Used to Making Decisions

Reagan Style Credited
for Smooth Operation

By CEORGE SKELTON and DON IRWIN, Times Staff Writers

WASHINGTON—Ronald Rea-

gan may be the first “9-to-5 Pres-
ident” in two decades, and that ini-
tally raised eyebrows in workaholic
Washington. But Reagan's relaxed
style is now generally credited with
having kept the government run-
ning relatively smoothly while he
has been hospitalized.
: ~ More than the banker’s hours the
* President wusually ' keeps—with
. Wednesday afternoons off for “free
- time,” such as horseback riding—it
is Reagan’s long established modus
operandi of heavily delegating au-
thority to trusted subordinates that
has kept his Administration func-
tioning “without missing a beat,” as
the White House describes it.

“If this were a President like Jim-
my Carter, who insisted on making
every decision down to who got to
play on the White House tennis
court, he never would have made it
through last week,” one key Rea-
gan aide said.” “Ronald Reagan
probably doesn’t even know there is
a White House tennis court.”

President’s ‘Best Day Yet'

At George Washington Universi-
ty Hospital, where Reagan is recu-
perating from a gunshot wound in
the chest and working only two
hours a day, decters talked Thurs-
day about the President’s returning
to the White House sometime be-
tween today and Monday. Thursday
was “the President's best day yet,”
his personal physician. Dr. Daniel
Ruge, said.

“I] promise to ‘suit up’ and come
off the bench as soon as possible,”
Reagan wrote as a postscript to a
note he sent. to House Minority
Leader Robert H. Michel (R-IIL.)
Thursday, asking that Repulicans
~ “redouble” their efforts to “enact all
the key elements” of his embattled
economic recovery plan.

Despite such determined spirit,
Reagan’s wound will clearly reduce
his ability to work for weeks to
come, just as it has in the 10 days
since he was shot.

What Reagan's previously estab-

——

lished style of governing has pro-
vided, however, is ample room and
authority for subordinates to carry
on with the spadework and prelim-
inary decisions necessary for them
to develop final options for the
President to choose among.

“This President isn’t now and

. never has gotten involved in detail.
I mean, he doesn’t want to get in-

volved with it,” a senior aide said.

“He's very supportive and has
confidence in his people,” the aide
continued. “If this had happened to
a (President like) Carter, I suppose
there would have been a reluctance
by his staff to move forward on
some things.”

Please see REAGAN, Page 14




