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STATEMENT BY THE 

·PRINCIPAL DEPUTY PRESS SECRETARY 

Many members of Congress have called for immunity for former 

National Security Adviser John Poindexter and for Lt. Col. Oliver 

North. These calls are based on a desire to have the full story 

come out as quickly as possible about Iran, the alleged transfer 

of funds, Swiss bank accounts -- everything. 

The President agrees fully with these sentiments. Although he 

would like Colonel North and Admiral Poindexter to provide this 

information, he does not want them to be deprived of their 

constitutional rights. However, Congress passed legislation 16 

years ago authorizing the Senate and the House of Representatives 

or any committee or sub-committee to grant special limited 

immunity to any witness so that the witness can give testimony 

that is pertinent to a Congressional inquiry. This limited 

immunity , called "use immunity", still permits prosecution based 

on evidence other than the testimony given before Congress. 

The President believes that there is an urgent need for full 

disclosure of all facts surrounding this controversy, so that we 

can get on with the business at hand and put this behind us. 

Therefore, the Preside nt is asking the Senate Select Committee o n 

Intelligence for bi-partisan support to grant immunity to Admira l 

Poindexter and Lt. Col. North in the interest of the country as a 

whole. 



December 15, 1986 

NOTE 

The attached statement seeks to establish a positive tone and 
reflect your open and responsive approach to the Committee's 
inquiry. 

The statement does not attempt to be a substantive outline of 
what you know or what you do not know. It is felt that 
information should be provided in response to questions. 

Rather than releasing an opening statement, " sense of purpose" 
remarks as you walk to the Hearing would be better. A relaxed 
demeanor and words that say "I welcome this opportunity, and will 
answer all questions" will be the message in. The message out 
might be "I hope my appearance demonstrates the President's 
commitment to cooperate and has assisted the Committee in its 
work. 

The Press will attempt to show you defending· your self -- you 
will want to show the President and you being responsive and 
cooperative. 



OPENING STATEMENT 

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee. I appear before you 

today consistent with the wishes of the President that , me rnbers of 

his Administration be cooperative and forthcoming with regard to 
A 

the inquiry of this Committee. I want to add I welcome this ,v 

opportunity to respond to your questions/ and intend to do so 

candidly and forthrightly. 

I should note I have had less than twenty-four hours to 

prepare and have come without benefit of reviewing any records 

that may be available. Nonetheless, it is my intention to answer 

all of your questions as completely as I can and to the best of 

my ability and recollection. 

I recognize the unique responsibility this Committee has in 

exercising oversight of the extremely vital and sensitive 

intelligence activities of our government. I am encouraged by 

the dispatch with which this Committee has sought to determine 

the facts, complicated as they may be, and proceeded to seek the 

answers to the many outstanding questions. 
r..f 

Any way I can contribute to the Committee's understanding of 

this Administration's policy toward Iran and its impleme ntation, 

I am pleased to do so. 

I stand ready to respond to your que stions 
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Meeting with Pr ime Mi nister Shimon Peres of Israel 
September 15, 1986 

PARTICIPANTS LIST 

Pre-Brief 2:00 - 2:30 p.m. (Ova.!._ Office) 

'"!'he President 
-----"'r~he Vice President 

--Secretary Shultz 
------secretary Weinberger 

I,. ~f-;;t _!_:?::3 
~_,-:------Donald T. Regan 

------- John M. Poindexter 
Assistant Secretary Richard Mui~hy 

-------Ambassador Thomas Pickering 
- ~ennis RossUsc staff 

*-~..., f'ee/ k 
One-on~ '":~-;'~/- ~.m~JYa! Office) 

The United States 
,___The President ~{}Jaft,~ 

- -Prime 
1~I~~;ter Peres "

7 
2 .'f'/-3,~t:J 

Plenary Meeting 2:45 - 3:30 . m. 

The United States 
------The President 

-The Vice President 
~----c:secretary Shultz 
-----secretary Weinberger 

r:>onald T. Regan 
------~ohn M. Poindexter 

.,.,arry Speakes 
------~ssistant Secretary Richarurphy 
~assador Thomas Pickerin 
~~"f>ennis Ross, NSC Staff 

--G:;;)uz;~taff 

(Cabinet Room) 
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Israel 

___..-prime Minister Shimon Peres 
----Ambassador Meir Rosenne 
~ --Abraham Tamir, Director General, Office of the 

Prime Minister 
------- Hanan Bar-On, Deputy Director General, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
-or. Nimrod~ovik, Policy Advisor to the Prime Minister 

~--~·Dan Halper>n, Economic Minister, Embassy of Israel 
~--~Brigadier General Azriel Nevo, Military Secretary to the 
--=- Prime Minister 

Uri Savir, M .Advis Prime Minister 

- ~ c.c-.~~~""-""""'~"' .... ~-- -
Departure Statements -- 3:30 - 3:40 p.m. (South Lawn) 

The United States 
The President 

Israel 
Prime Minister Peres 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release December 16, 1986 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

There is an urgent need for full disclosure of all facts 
surrounding the Iranian controversy. I want to get this 
information out. We must get on with the business at hand and 
put this issue behind us. 

It is my desire to have the full story about Iran come out now -­
the alleged transfer of funds, the Swiss bank accounts, who was 
involved -- everything. 

The law provides a process for Congress to obtain this 
information from Vice Admiral John M. Poindexter, Lieutenant 
Colonel Oliver North, and any other witnesses without depriving 
them of their constitutional rights. 

Congress passed legislation 16 years ago authorizing the Senate 
and the House of Representatives or any committee or 
sub-committee to grant special limited "immunity" to any witness 
so that the witness must give testimony that is pertinent to a 
Congressional inquiry. This limited immunity also protects the 
witness by providing that such testimony cannot be used against 
him in any criminal proceedings. At the same time the law still 
permits prosecution based on all evidence other than the 
testimony given before Congress. 

Such "use immunity" is not amnesty or clemency. This legal 
process obtains the facts before Congress but does not prevent 
those responsible for any wrongdoing from being brought to 
justice. Thus it does not interfere with the duties and 
responsibilities of the Independent Counsel. 

Therefore, I am asking the Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence to immediately seek "use immunity" for Admiral 
Poindexter and Lieutenant Colonel North in order that the whole 
truth -- all of the facts on Iran -- may be told. This is 
essential because of the controversy surrounding the Iranian 
matter. There is an absolute need to get on with the business of 
government. 

# # # 
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RULES OF PROCEDURE 
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(Adopted June 23, 1976) 

(Amended February 28, 1985) 
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