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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 5, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM F. SITTMANN 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT Al\iD 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF 

FROM: RICHARD -A. HAUSER~ 
SUBJECT: Alfred Antenucci 

You have asked whether recent articles appearing in the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer concerning Mr. Antenucci require any 
White House action. This is essentially a non-legal issue, and 
our views on the subject are set forth in the attached memorandum 
to Larry Speakes. 

Please let me know if you need additional information. 

Attachments 
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March 1, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR LARRY ~. SPEAKES 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND 
PRINCIPA~ DEPUTY PRESS SECRETARY 

RICHARD A. BAU SER Original signed by RAH 
DEPUTY COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Alfred Antenucci 

This will respond to your request for our views on the appro­
priate response to the rising number of media inquiries you 
are receiving on Alfred Antenucci. 

As you are undoubtedly aware, the overriding issue here is not 
a legal one; there are, however, two subsidiary legal questions 
which I will address. First, questions may be raised whether 
Federal funds are available to cover Mr. Antenucci's medical 
expenses. As discussed in Peter Rusthoven's November 5, 1984 
letter to Antenucci's daughter (Tab L), there simply are no 
Federal funds that would be available for reimbursement of 
those medical expenses. We have, however, discussed this 
matter with James A. Wilderotter, attorney for the Brady 
Foundation and been advised that, based on an informal review 
of the Antenucci situation, there is a good possibility that 
the Foundation may assist in the payment of those medical 
bills. 

Sec ond, you have asked whether it is possible for a medal to 
he awarded posthumously to Mr. Antenucci for his act of 
bravery. We have been advised by the Executive Clerk that, as 
a matter of longstanding historical tradition, no Presidential 
medal has been a.warded to a civilian aC.u.lt American citizen 
for individual acts of bravery or heroism. The "exceptions" 
to this have b een awards of the Presidential Citizen's Medal 
(which is for exemplary deeds of service to the country or 
f ellow citizens) to Joe Delaney (the football player who 
drowned last year rescuing two children) and to two Fnreign 
Service officers who died in the line of duty in the Middle 
ERst. Those situations, however, are distinguishable ~ram the 
one a t hand, as Mr. Antenucci did not die during his act of 
bravery . In view of the foregoing, we doubt that the award of 
a Pre sidential meda l to Mr. Antenucci would be appropriate. 

Attached for your informRtion and use in evaluating the 
appropriate response to this situation is a cr.ronology of all 
the a c tions taken by the Presid e nt and his staff to thank and 
r e cognize Mr. An~enucci. As you will see frcw that file, 
Antc~ucci was thanked personally by the President on several 
o cca s ions. 

Attach~~cnt RAH:SMC:ph 3/1/85 / 
cc: RAHau ser I SMCookse~' /Subj e ct/Chron. 



March 30, 198J. 

April 1-8, 1981 
(Tab A) 

April 8, 1981 
(Tab A) 

April 29, 1981 
(':'.'ab B) 

May 2, 19 81 
(Tab C) 

Ma_y 4, 1981 
(Tab D) 

June 19 , 19 81 
(Tab E) 

Sept . l i , 19 8 1 
(Tah f') 

Sept., 1981 

April, 1982 

~ '.2. y 2 ' 1 9 8 4 
(Tab G) 

May 10, J 98 4 
( Tab H) 

tv'.a y 14 , 1 9 8 4 
('T\; b I ) 

CHRONOLOGY 

Alfred Antenucci wrestles John Hinckley 
to ground following assassination attempt. 

Antenucci subsequently complains of chest 
pains and is taken to Georgetown University 
Hospital. 

Antenucci stays in Georgetown Coronary 
Unit where he is visited by Secretary 
Donovan and a White House staff member. 

Antenucci is released from the hospital 
and taken to the airport by a White House 
car. He is met at the airport and taken 
to United Airlines Ped Carpet Lounge to 
await his flight home. 

Mrs. Antenucci writes the President to 
thank him for the thoughtfulness of his 
staff toward her husband. 

News articles appear in Ohio press that 
Antenucci is being ignored. 

President calls Antenucci to thank him for 
his heroic act. 

President writes Antenucci and includes a 
handwritten note referencing telephone call. 

President sends message for special tribute 
to Antenucci. 

President sends message to be read at 
Sept. 24, 1984 tribute to Antenucci and 
Cleveland Labor Leaders. 

Antenucci meets the President in Chicago. 

Antenucci has lunch in White House mess 
with ~'Jhi te House staff membe r. 

President sends get well message to 
Antenucci in ho s pital. 

Another Presidential l e tter sent to 
Antenucci in hospital . (Mr. Ante nucci 
died on May 9, 1984.) 

Preside nt sends condole nces to Antenucci 
F a mily. 
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June 14 I 1984 
(Tab J) 

July 13 I 1984 
(Tab K) 

July-Nov. , 1984 

Nov. 5, 1984 
(Tab L) 

-/-

Antenucci dauahter writes President 
complaining about lack of recogni~ion ~nd 
$28,000 medical bill. 

Senator Glenn forwards dau~hter's l e tter 
to White House. 

WH Counsel's Office talks with daugh ter , 
advises no Federal f unds available and 
that the Brady Foundation is considering 
making such funds available. 

Peter Rusthoven writes daughter advising 
that Brady Foundation may be able to 
assist family. Rusthoven also responds to 
Senator Glenn. 



_, -· 

;: ;: · . · r23955 
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·~ ' ~-';_ #/~cJt?/ 
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Dear Mr. An~i·: 

It was o1lly.atte.r· reading some of the 
·news accoQnta of the events of March 30, 
that :I learned of your heroic efforts 
on my behalf. · 

You r~~- ill a manner that many 
individuate balr your age wou1d find 
diffica.l.t~~:- and to a danger few . 
people 8Ver.-b0v • 

.. ::.-...£ ~~:.., ... ~ • 
Thank you ·for _ _your courageous act and 
please accept my every wish for your 
hea1th ADdJlappiness. 

... ·"- ·-

·.-.-

' :',;.~·~f-':.. -
Mr. Al.fi:ed .. Antenucci 
5387 E. lllth Street 
Garfield Heights, Ohio 44137 

RR/AVH/PAG/pps 

810506 

'--./7-'.I Cl t7 $ -cJ !3 
& t?t?.S: t:J _.Z/· 

?£~tJ ,7-- t? .2.. 

/l/./1/ /«: ___..?~ ~~-~ ~J'" tZ-44~~;_/?~~~ ~,;:r/· 
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May 4, 1981 

Dear Mr. Antenucci: 

It was only after reading some of the 
news accounts of the events of March 30, 
that I learned of your heroic efforts 
on my behalf. 

You responded in a manner that many 
individuals half your age would find 
difficult -- and to a danger few 
people ever know. 

Thank you for your courageous act and 
please accept my every wish for your 
health and happiness. 

Sincerely, 

. • ~:~~~ 

.-. 
·, ·~ 
~ ---
' 

- - · - . -

•.• 

~.~.~- ~~~ ~--c:~ ~ 
.::~ ~~ ~~ ~ ..... ~ ~ @i»'h'\. 

Mr. Alfred Antenucci ~, 
5387 E. lllth Street 
Garfield Heights, Ohio 44137 
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Dear 

. .. 

Qtongre~~ of tbe 'mnittb ~tatt~ 
jiou.&'e of l\tprt.&'tnta:tibtit 

HIUbin;ton, ?a.C. 20515 

May 22, 

Sally: 

CDlllllTT!a: 

JUOICIARY 

AICD GMRHNEllTAI. R!l.ATIUIS 

Suacow MtTTtt ON Couars, 
Ctv11. U.urus AllD THt 

Ao111N1STIATIOll °' Juma 

INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN 
COMMERCE 

This is 
today. 
I had 

the clipping I 
I am sorry the 

attached)became disconnected 
Times between it appeared 

May 5 to 15. 
in L. A. 

but 
about 

You may be able to check and see if there 
was any follow-through on this matter. 
At any rate, I thought someone should know 
what appeared in the paper out here and 
counteract any possible effects. 

Thank you 
with the 

for your wonderful help 
environmental topics. 

s~ 

~ (M . s.) c~ ·· Sauer 
Sta. Assistant 

Miss Sally Kelly 
Agency Liaison Office 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Room 33 
20500 

today 

. . 
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:J.rom: PAT GLEASON 

:Joi ANNE 

2>al•: ~ 2, ·] 981 

FYI - I received a call fran Agent 
Bob Horan, White House Secret Service. 
He had been contacted by RR regarding 
a PEOPLE sto::cy which rrentioned 
Antennuci (and sarething about not 
being thanked) •· 

RR wanted to get the facts on ••• I 
revi~ the attached with Horan 
who gave the President address and 
prone # for Antennuci. can assurre 
he's going to call or write. 

That's all! - for now 



~---

TALKING POINTS 

I've heard about what you did for me on March 30 
and I want you to know how much I ~ppreciate your 
courage. 

How are you feeling now? 

I'm sorry the Secret Service wouldn't let you in 
to hear my talk ..• but maybe there will be another 
time. 

(Mr. Antenucci arrived at the Ballroom 
too late and th~ Secret Service wouldn't 
permit him to enter. That's why he stood 
outside to see you as you departed.) 

I understand the Secret Service "roughed you up" 
a bit. 

(The Secret Service knocked him down in 
the scuffle, but Mr. Antenucci is most 
understanding.) 

I want to let you know again how much I appreciate 
your courage. 



• I _.. • .. 
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MEETING: 

DATE: 

PURPOSE: 

FORMAT: 

CABINET 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 
DATE : 4/21/81 ~ 
FR.0 : Elizabeth Dol 
VIA : . 

Telephone to Alfred Antenucci, (216) 662-0536. 

ASAP 

To personally thank Mr. Antenucci,. the gentleman 
who helped tackle the man accused of shooting the 
President on Monday, March 30. 

Location: Phone Call 
Participants: The President, Alfred Antenucci 

Duration: Brief 

PARTICIPATION: None 

SPEECH 
MATERIAL: Talking Points 

PRESS 
COVERAGE: 

STAFF: 

RECOMMEND: 

OPPOSED: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

BACKGROUND: 

While a patient at Georgetown University 
Hospital, Mr. Antenucci wa.s visited by 
Secretary Donovan and Robert Bonitati, 
a White House staff member . 

See attached. 
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Mr. Alfred Antenucci 
5387 E. lllth Street 
Garfield Heights, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Antenucci: 

It was only after reading sare of the n~s accounts of the events 

of March 30 that I learned of your heroic efforts on my 

behalf. 

You resp:mded in a manner that many individuals half your age 

would find difficult - and to a danger few people ever 

knc:M. 

Thank you for your courageous act and please accept my every 

wish for your health and happiness. 

r 
RR/AVH/PAG ~ 4/29/81 

Dick Hartwick (sp. ?) 
Public Affairs/Secret Service 
535-5708 ••• neeting Friday, 5/1, 
afternoon ••• will get back to rre. 
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¥an Who StrP~~ ~!!~tbfg:~~~ 
~uspect Ignored by Reagan ":· -
.. ~ ..! ( - ... ....,. ~"" 

~ (UPJ).::.iabor leader :Alfred Antenuc­
c1,!who grappled with the man who.allegedly shotPres-

o 1dent Reagan and :possibly 'spoiled.his :aun, :said.Friday 
~ thai he was disappointed the President did not mention 

q'lfl hiS.namemhisaddresstOCo~on'Tuesaai.' .::: , 
•· .Qefore speaking about his economicpa~kage, Reagan 
offered tnbutes to the three 'Other men wounded on 
Marchao. ·. :,.,::, -_f'. ~";f,.,:"\.'-',,.·.~ · 

antenucci.- the president of Carpenteis Union Local 
, ~ l 7W, said he would have felt .better if4.be President had -
~ o mentioned his name. ' 

.o :Tm a little di.sappomted." he .:Sa.1d.:!l .was hoping 
~ .m . ~~ ... ~~d _sa! . so~qt.!PB), b~t h,_f.._.rp_~t ~ye his , 
- , ~ns·~ . ....,..._.-,-t..,-·· , ,.-··;..-.·~·-::-.~~!, ... _; ~--· - :.· 
w StandiagNaUoSuspect .f•::::...-: ·- -~,,i-i,"~.;, • ..:~- -

r:a::i , Anlenucei. :68,':was~ding neit h>_}~~-~-:.Hin--i. .-;;t .cJUey, 'the man ~ of Shogting:Reag~ outside the _ 
E't W~hington Hilton.:Be said he .started hitting.;f.he sus­

peCt on the bead after the firSt shots-were'fire(f, 1ind it ip//,/} ·.. - ' .. ' ... ... w ..., ... 

r.:i may have spoiled the man s aua - - ,,~~ ~-..::--..,,.,. ~"' -~ •. 
: ...::i • A.nten'uca was ~en to Georgetown"'U_:mversfiY""Hos- ' 

-~~ C~:!~.~~~=~~;2~~~f 
~""< ·• - . .punng his.hospital.Btay,.-hewasvisttea~y'SeCfet.arjr 
~ . ~ J:.abor Raymond.J . .Donovan.~d Antenucci Bald D0-
0 _ novan promised him that Reagan would acknowledge 
...:i hiSassiStariceatsomefuturetime. , ·~ -. ·. • .·;'\h~.--

' However. Antenucci -said, 'Tve not even received a 
. caid from anyone." _ Iii ."f _ _ 

~ ~ ~ 



._ ______ .__:::-: .. __ _ 
---------­·------ -.=.::--:_:::::-:::::-::=:::: 
--------·---.... --------· :::::.:.:_::.:::::::::. -------··· . - .. -·------.. ----------· 







, . 

BACKGROUND 

Alfred Antenucci, 69 years old, is the head of 
the District Council of Carpenters in Cleveland, Ohio . 

Mr. Antenucci helped tackle the man accused of s ho oting 
the President on Monday, March 30. He was hospitalized 
in the Coronary Care Unit at Georgetown Universi ty 
Hospital in the afternoon of March 30 after he c omplained 
of an irregular heartbeat. He _was visited in the 
hospital by a White House Staff member, Robert F. Bonitati, 
and Secretary Donovan. 

Mr. Antenucci was released on Wednesday, April 8. 
A White House car was sent to pick him up at the 
hospital. On the way to the airport, Mr. Antenucci 
was taken on a tour of the cherry blossoms. Upon his 
arrival at the airport, Mr. Antenucci was taken to 
the United Airlines Red Carpet Lounge where he was able 
to wait until his flight departed. 

Mr. Antenucci can be reached at his home in Garfield 
Heights, Ohio at (216) 662-0536. 
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By PHI.!,. ROURA ~n-d TOM POSTER 
'<'/ . .- ... 

. ?:i. l :1l'CnrP~•1er,; ·~11~:,:~~~~i#;llJ~g-t11:~dl,s '.l(!Jr· o '..'thOli1c.you1· 
. .. . . . ., , .. . - ::-. :'. · ,;. ;· .. '.•· .·<~~·' ~:.::;y')~ .. r -~ · 1 .:<1;~ ·" 2 " . ' : r.~ .. ;·· · . : 0~ : <;"1° : :" -. .\·-,· r:- · •. • ., . 

. ·. 'Alfred ,A; Antenucc(-Js:a '_v~r)' d~sappolnte'(i m~l}.~!:~,' _ - . · - . . ; ; .· ; . . _. , . ~ . ,•:,1 ,., _ .. '. -~· . ! i! ,)nd ihen suff~re<l what eve~one thought was a heart 
t. He sits by the telephone I~ his kitchen In a sµ.~urb o~ ; .i ~ r.: 'N b d. · · h · _ <- -- II- .d, .. ~( ... · _)o1' h · ·~~ ~tta~k. He w~s confined ;to bed for 10 days. · .. 
- ~leveland, waiting for a call from the .White Houf~i \

1 
, .. . 0 0 Y as Ca e .· .~r . as,':.·· ;~'! "It was{l't ~heart attack, but Mart palpitations, a~; 

:) or ·. a~ least from a high~ra!1king presidential aide. "·. talked to me.'~AI Antenupt;I;_ '.~ !~regular heartbeat, an~ rye bee~ on strong medlca, 
. Antenucci believes he ls entitled to the call. So do his · t "- / . . . · • , · • . . . ' · . . ·-, . tton .slnce,". he said. "I'm sick as a dog and weak. The 
., frienps_ an~ som,e, Secret Servlc~ a11~ FBI agen~, -'- .,. ·. , rited~cine caused terrible ~iarrhea ~nd ,the doctors sa:. ·· 
· , - Why? Because on March 30, Antenucci was the · ';f. t~ey ve got. to do somethmg, but clon t know what. 
-first person to pounce". on John , W; lllnckley Jr. is , - .• Sounding as if he was on the ·verge of tears, , 
.flinckley allegedly ' fired s~ shots at' Preslclent · Antenucci added: "I'm really upset. You know, I 

_ Reagan. As.a result, Ailtenucel suffered c!lest paJns · ' , woul~ give my life for my Pre~J~ent. I remember 
__ . that landed him in George Washington University . _ standmg there and seeing that gun. I saw the gun. He 

'.-Hospital, the same place Reagan was taken./ ' , . . · ) was next to me. I'm 68, I c;m't f~ght a kid. Sol hit him ', 
;,. " "I CAN'T BELIEVE this myself, no matter how' · ~ . on the back-of the neck as hard as I could and his 

hard I try," Antenucci, a 68-year-pld carpenters ·. gun,, w~lch he held with two hands aimed right at 
union business agent, said in ·an exclusive intet"Vlew · .Reagan, came dow~. He kep~ shooting wlth·one ~and. 

. , 

.·~.· . . -
~~~~.· . 

~> 

1 'Vith ·the Poople Page. "Not a word. ~o~ a · sound. . : "I WAS TOLD_later by tilgh authorities that four 
, Nobody has called. Nobody_. ha,s .tall~ed .to ·me s41c~ I , of the six shots hit the sidewalk and pr~ably one of 
.· ~ was_ In the ~pspital.. l. would give· my Uf~ to eave ~e · ,, ' '. tl\ose bullets rlco<;heted and hit Iteagan. I pounded 
; President:.~:P.1 not loo~s ~for . fl.DY. h.OD_2F•• butfQU D · .~i,m. I tried: to break the aim of fire. But there ls 

1 would,_thm~.L that thcr, ; wo~lld. b~;; s~1Jfe.PO~ll z ~~o.::: 'f OQµ~t hJ. iny _mln<l now. I have trouble fileeping. I 
· would ;say s~.methtng. Like during ~eaga~·· speech r/ ~ .. k~eP.-Jhinklng th~t if I shoved him lnsteat! that I_ 

.~ Congress. /\bout 23 people came over and said tlle: t could -llllVe stopped him: I jumped on him, I .was 
·~r'esident would thank· me becaus'e· lt .. would ~ ~ls : ·ft, ~Hoch.Ing )llni and wrapped my legs around him. · 

· first public talk But not a word." .• · ·~~ • · · . '; l "_Then all the Secret Service men ju'mped on top 
i . Antenucci had attended the AFL·CIO meeting that '· •·of us and they were yelling at me, 'Get the hell out of 

-r: ~; ~ Reagan addressed at . the Washington ·Hilton Hotel ' here,' but I couldn't move because my leg was under 
" . ·~" , . March 301 an4 be ~as outside the hotel. when the· · J:llnckley. Goa, It seems like it never happened but lt 
· ''"t; President . w~s· shot. After subduing the 1us~t, <.: . _ did. l'd 40 It again. I'd give my life for my ~esident . 
. . '. :f} . Antenucci was Interrogated by:.-:~BI agents for hQ1'r• ~;.,'.,.. J. '. .i \ ·~ ; ;: ;·:_ .. , . , . .. . : .. .t•' -~".' ~ put. l feel Uk~ .. ~obodr cares~" ·· , .. . 

·;~~~~l' J.f d' .: .. ~J •,• ;•.' I ' , -. " ' i , .. . "tf# ... ' .' ,,.. 1~ ... :· ~,.·;'.;,. " , " •l ) . .. : ., • . 

--~- ~ · - ~i: ·:Belli hlgla o,. plea _ ~, _.·· ~"· · · ; -I.Inda to walk plank .. . . . . - . . ' . . . . 
:iii ·=~~ t Flamboyant lawyer MelYln BelU, the "King ~ This one's for the producers of the bit 

of Torts," yester~ay blasted President Reagan's ·. 'musical "The Pirates of Penzance." Sonj, 
.~ ,chief 9f staff, Ed Meese Sd, for-p'roposlng the · : ·folks, but your big star, Linda Ronstadt, is 
~' elimination of .the ~sanity plea In criminal · leaving in early June. · · · . 
: cases.: In a speech. in San Franci~co, Meese . .. That surpris~ was confirmed by Llnd~'s 

urged that states change their crhnlnal codes to spokesman at International Creative Manage· 
et rlc1 of the lnsnnlty plea. ' ment on the West Coast yesterday. "Yes, she 
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WASHINGTON 
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FROM: Sherrie M. Cooksey 
Associate Counsel 

to the President 
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- Then came the ' al.snu according 
Bennett.1,; ... ~-.1·-.r- .. ,.,. · ... · 

When the Anteni~i' ·{~~~~-a~m-
__________ 1 Panied ~er fath~r to the building _ __,_ __ 

. trades · conventio~ in Washington in 
198·2.,; Donovan and, Russo did not 

_________ __,,r~tur6: the,ir telepll9~e. calls.~z~~t,~\;;L · _ __,__ __ 
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·------------1-ho\jered'with 'oonorS n..::.e::~ rt!i~'-·-- -- ­
. an-AmericClII Mah of Uie, Year iri Chi· 
ago, feted at a_unipn dinner bi cteve::'. 

·-----•Jand. attended byi 750 people·; and.•---t---i 
admitted to ~ Ohio .Senior Citizens· , 

__________ __,Hall of Fame .. Be'retii'ed at 70 . . Theit'--+---
~her:_e ~as~ Anten~cci Di-".; a. sliorf 

_ -------------j~treet between Interstate' 480 and.- __ _ 
T.ur:~.~: ~Garfield Heights , . :, ~ 
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\.. :' By MAIRY JAYN WOGE~t-"'_;, '';' . ucci's daughter, and~ son, Dominic /· \ "V.L}\
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":\_ _ R _ 
--- - STAFFWRtTER -'·· "'-'! • •'lit~,_.: '"-· A. Ante~ucci, promises made ·by a '- ..:;. -~ crYi~ 

l:'"' A White Ho.rsi~~k~ma~;;fd yes-\. ca~inet member'. and_ pre~idential _ '°1 ~ I 
' ~erday any misunderstandings with ! aides f:O. Antenu~i were llDJ!let and . \ ~ ~l )l't ~-e. a\ e ~ 
the late Albert A. Antenucci, wlio .;_~ecogrution!o.~hisdeedyr~~t1!11~1~. \ 
lack led the president's would-be · -,, The promises included a luncheon "? -J ~l / B C: 

·· - -- assassin· in 1981, and his family were .t--:·With Reagan at the White House, pay~ .' · µ , ~-- ·- - -------
. regret~ "°"!!·'.'~,~f./t~~: ... ~~7:,.. me~t of t~avel.bills for the _fam~!y·- . .__ .-~ J-1). ~ I L -, . /Db 

·:The family said last night they were while Antenucci was hospitalized in : __ __ __ :..... _ -.t ..u. ~ l • , _ z_~ _ _cl.. _ 

shocked at the White House response ~~geto~ :an~ . ~Y,IIl~~t .. ~f ~t~n- · \ r · ~ ~-
'- to a Plain Deal~r story that detailed A pa:!. s h_ospit~lb!J:~! :.::.t1::'.~:1 :;· .:.~ ,-,~ ;, ~) , i .r 1. . ,- n L 1 ) .... "' i< .. 1) 

------ t~eir eff~rts to ~et reco~nition for;Ht<-·,fcopy.ofthest0.f'w'°:sdellveredto ·--------~~,.~;~~{);-·a__ _ _ -·-
Antenucci fo~ saving the life of~-~~- the White Ho~ ~th a request for_a , ") ••• I/if'" 1 A i~j./J I 

--- dent Reaga~~ response. Assistant Press Secretary~ --- _ _ 2).,__Cfli - 1JJ,; +-'J ~-b 
. Maria Benne.tt, Antenu~i's daugh- Mark Weinberg issued the following . 

ter; said s~ an~ her mother;-JoAnn.·_' · stateme11t:;~~ft~7'.M2'~~~f}!":;';-+;- __ . 1 _ _______ --:- __ ... -·-

Ant~nucci,_ believed the -response · . "Th ·· • "d t "' ...... \· .. .:;.1,..;.:...a his 11· ........ ~.,..~-.. ' ......-:;;. ~~-. _'' ' · :., ... _~ 
"misses the entire point of the PD _ Til_U~esi en com~l.Ql ~ : erO S · · t;··( 

·------- ~~ JCwaspublishedSund8f.;'.'iJ~,~-\~. appreclati~iitO!h· ~tennucion~v~ ;. . :;\':~·;(.-/ · ... -. ,.>:... . ~(;; -- ____ _ 
. '. . . . . . ' ..... eraloccasions, includmgbytelepht& WFROMPAGE1-A .· <..; .1, ·-'.•' .. 

· : Antenu~ -~ ca~nter . uniop _ offi;.;~, aiiQDyTetter. He sympathiz~ with · _, . . · · ' · .. • 
__ ci~l, pun~hed and J~ped on John W. _' · family's lQss;;: :;,: :; <:.?' . ·,,:,.;".' _.. .· ·:· . .Antenucci f.aIDllr contact ~e James _ . _ _._. 

H~nckley Jr. when Hinckley began fir~ .':f.2:'. ·.. . . •. .,. • r;.\,;;.f:,·)\~~Jd ... il1~'li1 ~ 1 B~ady Pres~denti~l Foundation.to see. • 
ing at President Reagan in front of a· "· •. At the presi~ents.difection, mem •. :if funds might ~ available through. 

- - Washington hotel March 30, 198!.~~;·~ :·;·_ !>ers of the White House _staff. looked . ·~~!_organization.1:~~ ._. .·. ~. ~- ... >'. :· - -- ---· 
:·1·r "•.·· ··· " · · ·. , ._ ., mtowhetheritwouldbepossiblefor· ~:·~·wr.*th · -~ · .- ·".:_o?~:: .. ·· 
·- Antenucci had heart palpitations federal funds to be used for reim~ '· ~~·1'· ere are '.· ny nusunde~~ 
after~e ncounter and was taken to b t f . .., . ., r· ··;-..-;t :,;.~~-' :1Pgs, __ -..ye natqrally fegret thenl.·mi'tt.'> ---
~! .• ~Ym~tiJJosp~~~:'1;:-t<J:£~:1y) bc)~m:iirln;Mt~~-~ -- -· ''.Tlie presiden probably did .ii~~; 

-- - pe . ied o~ ~~ ~ent in May 1_9at: :.: ucci's illness. Unfortunately,' federal.'. .~ven .read the ar~cle," ~nnett sai~. . . ----. 
. ·According tO intei-view's with Aiiteni' funds are not available for that pur~ · He ~~ not th~~ 1rsensitive. All we . 

-- ·- ,.., . ""' wo~ P~ · E siNG . · ... ,· . ~· and ~t, was suggested ~t tbe . '" want~ ~~grutw~ for~~ ~r." ;'.~- Bfl~J. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR DICK HAUSER 

FROM: Larry Speakes~ 
We continue to receive press inquiries on our resp 
Cleveland Plain Dealer story about the Antenucci f 
survivors of the man who jumped on John Hinckley. 
center on what the family believes they were promi 
representatives of the White House and has played 
Cleveland, with the latest inquiry from NBC News. 

nse to the 
mily, the 
The stories 
ed by 
rominently in 

Whether the family's claims are legitimate or not toes not • 
matter. We have a PR problem which is making the resident look 
insensitive and ungrateful and we should do someth ng soon as 
this could figure in a network news story. 

As I see it we have several options: 

1) Invite the Antenucci family to lunch with the President. 
I 

2) Take action to have an appropriate medal presen~ed 
posthumously to Mr. Antenucci. 

~ 
~~ 3) Have the President write to Mr. Antenucci's fam~ly. 

4) Have the President call the Antenucci family. 

We can make the President look good by saying that once he heard 
of their disappointment, he directed that (whateve~) be done. 

I'll appreciate your thoughts on how to proceed. 

cc: Donald T. Regan 
Ed Rollins 
Sherrie Cooksey 
Mark Weinberg ~ 
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*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSITION CODES: *OUTGOIN~ - _ "* 
* * . * CORRESfONDENCE: * 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED "*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL * .1 OF SIGNER * 
*D-DRAFT. RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED * COOE = A * 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED *COMPLET$D = DATE OF * 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* * OUTGOING * 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * * * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE . * * * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * * * 
****************************************************** ~ ************** 

REFER QUESTIONS AND 
(ROOM 75,0EOB) EXT. 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES 
MANAGEMENT. 

I 

ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
2590 . i 
ATTACHED ~O THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO [RECORDS 

' 
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I • I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 5, 1984 

Dear Senator Glenn: 

Thank you for your letter to Assistant to the President M. B. 
Oglesby, Jr., forwarding the letter you received from Maria 
Antenucci Bennett about the medical expenses incurred by her 
Father, Alfred Antenucci, prior to his death earlier this year 
from a heart condition that she believes developed from his 
efforts to subdue the President's assailant during the March 
1981 attempt on the President's life. 

After carefully reviewing the materials we had received from 
Mrs. Bennett and others about his matter, it appeared that 
there are simply no Federal funds (aside, of course, from 
benefits that might be provided for by law to any citizen) 
that would be available for reimbursement of these medical 
expenses. We also, however, asked officials of the James s. 
Brady Presidential Foundation to review informally information 
about Mr. Antenucci's actions during the assassination attempt. 

Because the Brady Foundation is a private organization, its 
decisions on whether assistance is warranted in a particular 
case are of course its own, and would depend on its review of 
all the relevant facts after a formal application for assis­
tance was submitted. Hence, we can make no promises about 
what decision the Foundation would make if such a formal 
application were made on behalf of the Antenucci family. 
Officials of the Foundation have indicated to us, however, 
based on their informal review of the materials our off ice 
submitted, that it is possible that assistance to the family 
may be appropriate under the Foundation's charter. 

Accordingly, we have advised Mrs. Bennett of the foregoing and 
provided her information about contacting the Foundation. I 
hope this letter has helped respond to your concerns, and 
appreciate your advising the White House of your interest. 

Sincerely, 

tJA-(. C/.L-
Peter J. Rusthoven 

Associate Counsel to the President 

The Honorable John Glenn 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

cc: M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 



-·~. Aug~_st .3, . 1984 

·,: T:• -::: .. : ••• ... - . . ....... . 

.. .,. : - :.: .. ---/'-.: .: __ ;. . ---

~ .- _ _. Dear: Sena~or. -~~-e~h/~~~~-~~-.'.:'. : ::/ 
.,. .. _ .. 

.. 

· · .:-.~~-: . Thank : you· for ·~yorir ·. recent · letter outlining . 
··.·· . Marie Antenucci ··aefi!iett' s _.-_ conccrns regarding 

the Administra.t.1,.on?s ~~ctions following her · 
father .' B . death. --~~='!:.·' ... -

. The ·Honorable ·Jobii-:hlenn 
·United States Senate :.: . 
Washington; o.c.-- ·:·'20510 ·.-

. MBO:KRJ:JID: jid 

:_.;--:~- ~:.:. - --

cc: w/copy of inc to . Peter Rusthoven, Rm .- 115 -
for appropriate action 

-. 
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May 14, 1984 

Mrs. Jo Ann Antenucci 
5387 East lllth Street 
Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125 

Nancy and I send our condolences on Mr. Antenucci 's 

death. May Our Lord console you with His peace and 

warm memories of your life together. ·Our thoughts and 

prayers are with you. With our deep sympathy, 

Anne Higgins 
456-7610 

~s· _ s. 

bee~ Jane Davis, ...._ 

RONALD REAGAN 

Affs . 
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J~,i~ GLENN 

/ ,OHIO 

COMMITTCCS: 

. . . 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 205\0 

The Honorable M. B. Oglesby 
The White House 
Congressional Liaison 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washingt?n, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Oglesby: 

July 13, 1984 

FOREIGN RELATIONS 

' GOVERNMENTAL. AFFAIRS 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

I have been contacted by one of my constituents, Marie 
Antenucci Bennett, regarding her late fathers role in subduing 
John Hinckley when he attacked the President in 1981. 

Mrs. Bennett feels very strongly that certain promises 
were made to her father during his hospital stay (he suffered 
an irregular heart beat and high blood pressure after helping 
subdue Hinckley) and that these promises were never kept. All 
of this was explained in a letter from Mrs. Bennett to the 
President dated June 14, 1984. Mrs. Bennett has since called 
the White House on several occasions regarding her letter because 
she feels very emotional about her father and the lack of com­
pass ion she and· her family are receiving from the President. 

I would appreciate it if this matter could be thoroughly 
reviewed and a written report sent to my office as soon as 
feasible. 

Thank you for your prompt attention this matter. 

United States Senator 

JG/ds 



Junli 14, 1984 

President aonald W. Reagan 
Tbe White House 
1600 !'enneylvania. Ave .. · 
Washington~ : D~C. 20500 

. . . . . · 

Deai )h:. :Pre25 id ent, . :. -·, -~-: ~: · ,-· ,·: . : _ .. , -: ,. -: '~· ' . ": :>.: .. . c .: . 

~~~~i~~~f~l~~irtieUil:f'~~n=~~!l~!it~~~g~~illi~!~r<I~~ , 
. . . rte~b~~)~~rid;a;::;s~~~~,~ ~m~~"~r;:_9;c:::.~_~he - ~~-~~~ £:1.0L;!Se ·~~~~~tt~}~~- ,. p.rom ised 
· · . . 1. at .. _tlla~rti~e·.'. :tbat.0 :h1s dne<liccal·, billa. >and -.. family , QJtpanseis ··would . . 

:-,: : . · \ be ~a:ra~:;·A.S ~'~f ~: tFii:s · :: ... ciate/~-~y:_ par-e·n-t:s ;~h -a\7e~:·paraji'S2s;·:o-oiflno~::Yr?· "-~< · 
:_- ~ ,_ · "~ L-; t'-_~l§~1t~·~e_n~~-~~:;~~~~i:.~;;~~~~~~~~.~~1.~ ~·~e~::~ ::~~ -~:r~:~.t_ .. ~re.>a-~;'t~t~f. ·:·_ :tl1~-=: · 
~=~ -: · ~:r'- · ~-5 ~~~;J-~~:~·:z~-J.'ri~J;t~~~~:·.~:~~:.i~~Pr-. [~: ·::·<,'.:./~1~.~~-:~:~#:~z;::~;:~;r~t=~:;~w-~;--~-~- ·> .. ._. .... 
-- . ' My _ na4:c:.11etter_:·-a.sked _for atiythin9~ .. ~ .ae-( tho_ught;} that::·:·if.'-~at-~.,he __ , 

.--- -- .-. · --- · . -_· - _, ... , . . . _ · - ~ .- -.. .. • . ·-·=-·· · .... ... -, . · . .. . - - ..... -~ . ...... .. ·- ·-·-· ·--- --· · . . ""!: -·. ___ . ... .. , •~ . -.. • . 

·_ al:d ~ ~-~::y:app;s~c,~!',~~.r_/:~.~~o~l'. '"1?.1J~d-~m,~~~:.r~,u_ r.e, , : ' tl1~~-:·.~he: : : s~t., soriHi­
thing ~~>;·._Wtien .-: hG;! : : : ~~~, .:_the, : . ,ot~~rarin~olv.ad .. -;that.> ~y_ -~ge·t ~ bonuses, 
h~ . ~om~e~ea ;wny.·· :he:~ riaQ>~ei: ,-: ~~ -ceiy~;: :#.yt~I~·9 ·_;\;::/Jle.0: n~/er ~~ ~a·ri"tea · · 

i a.nything·:_tf.Lit ~id ~~ n.ot ·::come ~from t}'le .~~h~~r~:~~.~d. ··1n :,.goe:_d -~. -fai.th. · 

-l Be ~~~~isc 
pi<?t~r~;:_:~_l!l~~n/,~~,~~X~YP~~',,.;n.~) ~Ur7fl!l~tly_i~.;,~!c~ : . ~~-~,l~,~~ ':ntY •.· Dad, .. 

·~ -· - · ~~~~-~~J~~~~-~;-;,,~-~·~-~~:~/;.;;~~-~:~:/r;j;·. ~~-~~~:t~~ta~·~~~hi!f ·_· 
: . herois~•>: ~J:Je - ~\fa.s>pro1±ffaed<raany·~_ other>.thinga :~ : t})at '· are··,:· ·t·oo.\!.:~:· · ~ . . _ _. . 

~~-~~ ~ 
: Ky Dad diedC 9n:. May-·, 9·, ·19_a4 ~-~ - · Jie dled>:<:>~ ' an~;. i-t.·re91.11a·r :/ _heart-
:. beat. .?9. -1'.1~~~::~JH~ _'.'aif: 1~09:u-1ru: : hf!·a:.;\~~~~·~ J;ij ;:.li?.i-,i ci.~h.-~r ~_he!trt . 
. ; Pi=-oble~_s :~ -~~~-~e,.· : Ma.t:ch _ . 30 ,,. i 9,B 1 ~- ;~ . ·.~~~1j_o9ti~Hl . : u1;1s_~-t~; ~ .im e¢ 
·tlluch that he:' could : bardly ·bear · it • > ?He: ·suf fared- so · much in the 
1 i as t th i: .~a· : .Y aa r a .- _. :_ . .' · ·-.:. · · · c ~ · · t..:~-F: ~:.·'} '/>: . · . ~~ ·:::: ~ ; . : 

Ee ~M a. ·p~o~~:: . ~erican ·~ ~rotui · f_I~;~/ P~e1t1f~X· · 'his 
·countryf ·· aoo this · pride he passed d.o..rn· to ?bia childt"an. I 
have ~en · a :federal ~mployee in the a.s. District Court in 
Clav~land, - Ohio, for the past ten years. 

~- . 
j 

We are "Jery proud of nl.Y Dad . and tha part he played in history. 
I know that if he had to 6o it ·a9ain, he ;1ould do the $Mle 
thing in a minute be~ause it was tb& ri9ht thing to do~ Ha 

· react&d in a split second, and b-eca':lse o~ it, no one· was 
kill~d. Ee wa~ ne7er ~ublicl~ 2.Cknowled~ed for t.b19, and he 

:t;~: ~· 
··' . . : 



/ 
/ 

- :, ~ ~ 



-. -·- - ..... _. __ 

- - . _,._ ------------ :-: ... ·;-:-:!"':"'."::-.:~--

-- :. ... ,..~~-~-

... 
- - ·-

~--~----·-··- --- ::----- ::--

--· . .. 

xx 
~27583 ·-.· 
~&t:PO .. -_. 

#a~/-t!l~ 
May 14, 1984 · . 
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~~: 1 i~s~1~tes~~~!t · · -'1t-°"t;;,;;f ~ ::;;;.5~ Umfothni ' 'if fgif!Vii .·· .. · ::: 
Garfield Height~, ., Ohio:-:-~-~-~:~-~-i~-~~~:~{~~~-:::~~~,'.~t:f~H:.;·~. ,~_-.-::. ·. -· · · -;_.:: (~J _ -~· ·."J-~M-: _:: -

. :O':Z~.:_:'.'.·'.J!.~~":"~c~~~~'i~:~;=:.~~¥'':~~~{;:~~~~~:~21~:=~:··:0~;~~~~j~;:JL-.~''~·: 
Nancy and I send our condolences .. or(--Mr::.-. i~itP:m;~~ -j - 1 ~ ---.· ·.-.·:,-_,,_:::._~:_::~-- • . 

. :_· -- . .. . - -· . -·- . . . -- -----
~th • . ~;_.. May ·_~r .. ~rd ~ri~ol~:--ygit:-~itfi:··~i~~;.~,~:~e : and 
wam··"~~~i~;,~~~~:~-~~~ife'::tog~ther ._ . Our . thoughts 

:. 

-· 

Anne _ Higgins·-~·. -. :·: 
456-7610 

RR:AVH:KCS:pps 

bee: Jane Davis, 
I 
Legis. 
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~!V?S ~RE~. .JO AJ~r~~ A;-JTE:~L?CC I! 
5387 EAST 1liTH STR~ET 
GARFIELD HErGHTS CH-44123 
71-WH? 

14 
/ / DL.R DONT DWR// 

NANCY A~D : SEND OUR CONDOLENCES ON MR . ANTENUCCI'S 
DEATH. MAY OUR LORD CONSOLE YOU wrTH HIS PEACE AND 
WARM MEMORIES OF YOUR LIFE TOGETHER. OUR THOUGHTS RND 
PRAYERS ARE WITH VOL. WITH O~R DEEP SYMPATHY. 

RONALD REAGAN 
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.Dear Mr. Antenucci: 

May 1~984 ® [p . w 
~a'® rm . ® 00 l*1 

Nancy and f were. sorrv tQ_l~n~,ahaut.. 
,y,~m!:.Jllness. These must be trying days, 
but you should . be pleased to know that 
there are a ·Jof. of people who care for 
you. I am ,sure this support will keep 
your spirits high. 

~~rr:=~:· 
God bless you.-·-· and please know that 
Nancy and I-.v4n be thinking of you. 

... r:-..:.::. • 

. ~-· 

Mr. Alfred Antenucci 
···-"Room ICU ·l'i'. .. 

Marymount Hospital 
12300 Mccraken Road 
Garfield Heights, -Ohio 44125 
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P-4 (2nd Rev.) 

RE: Spe~ial Illness 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 10, 198 

Dear Vname V: 

Nancy and I were sorry to learn about · 
your illness. These must be trying 
but you should be pleased to know that 
there are a lot of people who care for _ . · 
you. I am sure this support will keep ;· 
your spirits high. · 

God bless you, and please know that : . 
Nancy. and I .will be thinking of you • . 

Sincerely, 
I 

(8/4/83) 

Vinside addressV 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

5/7 

Anne, 

.. -~ ,, l ( ' 

{ .I _. 
\ I 
\,: 

! 

I called the Diarist in Scheduling and she 

has a record of the President calling Mr. 

Antenucci on 5/2/81. They only have a listing 

of the phone call they do not list 

President called him. 

Do you want me 

do you want 



'1aureen: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Hay 3, 1984 

't·i7ould it be at all :i::::iossible to get a telegram 
out to this gentlerra."1 ASAT?. Ttilord has it that 
he is not long for this world and a telegram from 
the President would be a nice touch. The reason 
"'-e think this one is special is because Mr Antenucci 
{l-U) was the gentlerra.'1 at the Washington Hilton 

who wrestled the gun from John Hinckley's hand 
the day he shot the President. Rurror has it that 
t.~e President called to thank him for his efforts 
back t.~en ... but we aren't sure. 

Thanks for anything you can do. 

Julie 

r.s. 

JULIE BRINK 
Office of Margaret D. Tutwiler 
456-7620 



STAFF REQUEST l~,OH PRESIDE~TIAL GHEETD~\~S 

REQUEST TO: Maureen Keegan 
Room 93, 
ext2276 

FROM: _ __..U_._a ....... .....,..~~:;.;:;....;__f __ 'l_u_~__;_~· --­
(or;m II) 

.le_ 7~ 20 

Mark 18J in appropriate box and give additional information as requested 

ALL REQUESTS SUBJECT TO FINAL APPROVAL_ BY ANNE HIGGINS 

TYPE OF EVENT: Date of Event: 

D Retirement O Church Anniversary- include# of years O Religious Anniversary 

OWedding 0 Birthday O Wedding Anniversary O Birth of Baby 

O Individual's anniversary with same company O Individual's anniversary in business for himself 

0 Family Reunion O Class Reunion - include school name and year of graduation 

Graduation from: Date: 

D High School Class - .0 College Class O University Class 0 Individual 

Condolences: Adoption: 

~ess O Death O Infant 0 Older Child 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

0Mr. A IP,e.d- An f-ui u cc.i . 
Hv~f'W OMiss. Ma~mcn.t~ ""R.s. o•. - c ra. l:e,11 R..o 4..()..__ I :J. 3DD Mc. 

OMr. & Mrs. 

ff"t ~1a f..kl511~ dhio l/l./ IZ s 
ODr. 18 Room :r c_ lL 

INSIDE ADDRESS: 

OMr. & Mrs. 

OMr. JMu- ~ Cl~ 
O fv1iss . 

ODr. 

. . -··· - ___,. . - ··-·- - . 
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