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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 17, 1985 

Dear Congressman Latta: 

I am writing in further response to your letter to Alan M. 
Kranowitz, Deputy Assistant to the President, concerning an 
inquiry from your constituent, Mr. Francis Simonis, on the 
status of compensation for the family of Alfred Antenucci. 

After careful review, it was determined that there are no 
federal funds available for reimbursement of Mr. Antenucci's 
medical expenses. In light of that discovery, we encouraged 
Mr. Antenucci's family to contact the James S. Brady 
Presidential Foundation for assistance. The Brady Foundation, 
named in honor of the President's Press Secretary, who was 
seriously wounded in the assassination attempt, is a private 
organization founded to assist any needy individual wounded or 
killed in an assassination attempt on any senior federal 
official, presidential candidate or on family members of the 
President and Vice President of the United States, and to 
provide assistance to that individual's family. It is our 
understanding that the Foundation will consider this matter in 
the near future. 

We hope you find this information helpful. 

Sincerely, 

Richard A. Hauser 
Deputy Counsel to the President 

The Honorable Delbert Latta 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 



THE WHITE HOCSE 

WASHl!\GTOl\' 

December 16, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD HAUSER 

FROM: MERI LARSON 

SUBJECT: Brady Foundation 

I spoke with Pat Frierson of the Brady 
Foundation about the Antenucci family 
and whether or not the Foundation was 
able to provide financial assistance. 
Pat explained the problems the Foundation 
Board members have had in getting together 
to decide on the Antenucci matter. She 
seemed sure that the family would be 
receiving assistance as soon as the 
committee has its meeting within the next 
couple of months. 

Please advise of the changes you would 
like in the letter to Congressman Latta. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 16, 1985 

Dear Del: 

Thank you for your September 11 letter 
forwarding a letter from your constituent, 
Mr. Francis Simonis, who has requested 
information about the status of 
compensation for the family of Alfred 
Antenucci. 

Your special interest is appreciated, and 
please know that I have forwarded this 
request to the appropriate off ice for 
attention. 

With best wishes. 

Cordially, 

Alan M. Kranowitz 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Delbert Latta 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

cc: Anne Higgins - for your action. 
It would be appreciated i f a copy of any response 
could be forwarded to Legislative Affairs (112 EW) . 

Thank you. 



DJ::L2EF1T L. LATTA 
5Tn OISTAICT, OHIO 

Congrtss of tbt Wnittb j,tatts 
Jf1ou5t of l\tprtstntatibts 

Masbington, me 20515 

September 11, 1985 

Mr. Alan Kranowitz 
Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

oearMa~-
Enclosed is copy of a letter I have received 

from Mr. Francis L. Simonis, Defiance, Ohio 43512. 

Your assistance in replying to Mr. Simonis 
would be appreciated. 

DLL:flh 
Enc. 

Si~y, 

~~LATTA 
Representative to Congress 

COMMITTHS: 

RULES 
BUDGET 
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Dear Maureen: 

T ' E WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Nf vember s, 1984 

As we discussed, enclosed is a copy of the 
letter we have sent to Maria Antenucci Bennett, 
the woman who telephoned you about her Father, 
Alfred Antenucci, who died earlier this year 
from a heart condition that she believes 
developed from his efforts to subdue John 
Hinckley, Jr. during the assassination attempt. 

Please feel free to call me again if you have 
any questions or need further information. 

Sincerely, 

{k,~(j__d'_ 
Peter J. Rusthoven 

Associate Counsel to the President 

Ms. Maureen Reagan 
c/o The Republican National Committee 
310 First Street, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20003 

Enclosure 

·;_ .::. 

·: .. 
~ ... .. . . .. .... . . 

:·· .·· ~· ~ ·' . :/;;·?·i~'·~:> 
~ .. ...... _ ' ... :· ~ ~ i~ : 

~ • • • • ~- • .. ·:< • 

. : : ·' ..... : - ·. i •,. · . ..... 

~~: .. : ~.>.-.-· ... <_~:. :~t~-

. .,. .... · .. . -.. . : ": ~ . . 

l : :: . .. .. - .• ~ -~ .•. ::·: : • 
• • •• • ~ ... : > 

·~~ . . 

: . : ·: '. . . -· ... ... 

. ...... 



THE WHITE HOUSE: 

WASH I NG TON 

November 5, 1984 

Dear Mrs. Bennett: 

I wanted to advise you of the steps we have taken in response 
to your letters and telephone calls about the medical expenses 
incurred by your Father, Alfred Antenucci, prior to his death 
earlier this year from a heart .condition that you believe 
developed from his efforts to subdue the President's assailant 
during the March 1981 attempt on the President's life. 

Although we carefully reviewed not only your letters but all 
file materials about your Father, it appears there are simply 
no Federal funds (aside, of course, from benefits that might 
be provided for by law to any citizen) that would be available 
for reimbursement of his medical expenses. we also, however, 
asked officials of the James S. Brady Presidential Foundation 
to review informally correspondence from you and members of 
your family and other materials, such as newspaper articles, 
about your Father's actions during the assassination attempt. 

The Brady Foundation, named in honor of the President's Press 
Secretary who was seriously wounded in that attempt, is a 
private organization founded to assist any needy individual 
wounded or killed in an assassination attempt on any senior 
Federal official, Presidential candidate or on family members 
of the President and Vice President of the United States, and 
to provide assistance to that individual's family. Because it 
is a private organization, its decisions on whether assistance 
is warranted in a particular case are of course its own, and 
would depend on its review of all the relevant facts after a 
formal application for assistance was submitted. Hence, we 
can make no promises about what decision the Foundation would 
make if such a formal application were made on behalf of your 
family; but officials of the Foundation have indicated to us, 
based on their informal review of the materials we submitted, 
that it is possible that assistance to your family may be 
appropriate under the Foundation's charter. 

If you wish to pursue this possibility, the Brady Foundation 
official you should contact is James A. Wilderotter, Esquire, 
an attorney with the Washington office of the law firm of 
Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue, 1735 Eye Street, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20006. Mr. Wilderotter is familiar with the terms of the 
Foundation's charter, and should be able to provide you or 
your attorney with details about what kinds of information the 
Foundation would need to consider a request for its assistance 
with your Father's medical expenses. 
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In closing, I want to emphasize that we fully understand that 
your principal concern in this matter is not reimbursement for 
any expenses that were incurred, but rather that your Father's 
efforts to assist the President -- and how much that meant to 
your Father -- be recognized. We also understand, as your 
letters make clear., that for various reasons you believe that 
members of the President's staff have not been as sensitive to 
this as they should. 

I hope you will accept our apologies for any acts or omissions 
that may have led to such feelings on your part, and would ask 
only that you also accept that no member of the President's 
staff has ever had any desire or intent to be insensitive to 
your Father, his family or the memory of the actions he took 
when the President's life was threatened. 

Sincerely, 

r2c.. -4. a-d.-
Peter J. Rusthoven 

Associate Counsel to the President 

Mrs. Maria Antenucci Bennett 
10844 Brunswick Road 
Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125 

cc: James A. Wilderotter, Esquire 

bee: Ms. Maureen Reagan 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 5, 1984 

Dear Jim: 

Enclosed is a copy of the letter we have sent 
to Maria Antenucci Bennett, whose Father, 
Alfred Antenucci, died earlier this year from 
a heart condition that she believes developed 
from his efforts to subdue John Hinckley, Jr. 
during the assassination attempt. 

As we discussed after your informal review of 
the materials our office forwarded about this 
matter, we have suggested that Mrs. Bennett 
contact the Brady Foundation through you, 
while representing no more than that it is 
"possible" assistance "may be appropriate 
under the Foundation's charter." 

I want to thank you personally all your help 
and courtesy on this matter, which are very 
greatly appreciated. With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

~~g~-
Associate Counsel to the President 

James A. Wilderotter, Esquire 
Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue 
1735 Eye Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
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THE WHITE HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

November 5, 1984 

Dear Mrs. Bennett: 

I wanted to advise you of the steps we have taken in response 
to your letters and telephone calls about the medical expenses 
incurred by your Father, Alfred Antenucci, prior to his death 
earlier this year from a heart condition that you believe 
developed from his efforts to subdue the President's assailant 
during the March 1981 attempt on the President's life. 

Although we carefully reviewed not only your letters but all 
file materials about your Father, it appears there are simply 
no Federal funds (aside, of course, from benefits that might 
be provided for by law to any citizen) that would be available 
for reimbursement of his medical expenses. We also, however, 
asked officials of the James S. Brady Presidential Foundation 
to review informally correspondence from you and members of 
your family and other materials, such as newspaper articles, 
about your Father's actions during the assassination attempt. 

The Brady Foundation, named in honor of the President's Press 
Secretary who was seriously wounded in that attempt, is a 
private organization founded to assist any needy individual 
wounded or killed in an assassination attempt on any senior 
Federal official, Presidential candidate or on family members 
of the President and Vice President of the United States, and 
to provide assistance to that individual's family. Because it 
is a private organization, its decisions on whether assistance 
is warranted in a particular case are of course its own, and 
would depend on its review of all the relevant facts after a 
formal application for assistance was submitted. Hence, we 
can make no promises about what decision the Foundation would 
make if such a formal application were made on behalf of your 
family: but officials of the Foundation have indicated to us, 
based on their informal review of the materials we submitted, 
that it is possible that assistance to your family may be 
appropriate under the Foundation's charter. 

If you wish to pursue this possibility, the Brady Foundation 
official you should contact is James A. Wilderotter, Esquire, 
an attorney with the Washington office of the law firm of 
Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue, 1735 Eye Street, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20006. Mr. Wilderotter is familiar with the terms of the 
Foundation's charter, and should be able to provide you or 
your attorney with details about what kinds of information the 
Foundation would need to consider a request for its assistance 
with your Father's medical expenses. 
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In closing, I want to emphasize that we fully understand that 
your principal concern in this matter is not reimbursement for 
any expenses that were incurred, but rather that your Father's 
efforts to assist the President -- and how much that meant to 
your Father -- be recognized. We also understand, as your 
letters make clear, that for various reasons you believe that 
members of the President's staff have not been as sensitive to 
this as they should. 

I hope you will accept our apologies for any acts or omissions 
that may have led to such feelings on your part, and would ask 
only that you also accept that no member of the President's 
staff has ever had any desire or intent to be insensitive to 
your Father, his family or the memory of the actions he took 
when the President's life was threatened. 

Sincerely, 

(k,4.CZ~-
Peter J. Rusthoven 

Associate Counsel to the President 

Mrs. Maria Antenucci Bennett 
10844 Brunswick Road 
Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125 

cc: James A. Wilderotter, Esquire 
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Mr. Peter Rusthoven 
Associate Counsel to the President 
c/o The White House 
Old E'xecutive Office Bldg. 
Room 115 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Rusthoven: 

August 8, 1984 

This letter is in response to our telephone conversation of Friday, August 
3, 1984. 

· · - . --· -Th~ m£.ir. 't)Ul'i}osc cf r:-:.·;; 1-ettcr to P1esice11t Reagan wi:..s riot the money. 
The primary reason that my family was so upset was that the recognition 
of my Dad was handled so poorly. Many people on the White House staff 
made promises to my Dad that were not kept. It was and is still very important 
to me and my family that the President see my letter. For it is his life that 
my Dad saved, not yours or anybody elses. I feel that the President should 
know the events that have occurred over the last three and a half years. 

My Father died on May 9, 1984. Five days later we received a letter 
addressed to my Father from the President. This letter was written and 
postmarked May IO, 1984. I wonder how you, the President, or anyone else 
would feel if this happened to a member of your family. We realize that 
the letter was sent in good faith and appreciate his concern, however we 
feel that the staff of the President should not have handled this matter so 
poorly. My Father's death has not yet been properly acknowledged. 

You said to me on the phone, that even if the President did see the letter 
you would be the one to handle the reply. I am sure that this is true, however, 
I feel that the President should see it. If he chooses not to acknowledge us 
he has that privilege, but I think it is only fair that he has that choice. 

When l wrote the first letter, it was my hope that the President would 
somehow recognize my Father1s brave, unselfish, and heroic act. My family 
has dealt with the President on a personal level and I feel that my letter 
should be given this courtesy. After all, it would show some concern for 
our feelings. 

I hope l have made my feelings clear in this letter and l hope that you 
understand my reason for sending this second letter. 

Sincerly yours, 

Yn~ {UJJ_vJ..t.t..~ J - &J·{...;~ 
!VIaria Antenucci-Bennett 
10844 Brunswick Rd. 
Garfield Hts., OH 44125 
Home: (216) 581-0556 
Work: (216) 522-7185 
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June 14, 1984 

President Ronald w. Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr • . President, 

My Dad was Alfred Antenucci. As you know, he tackled John 
Hinckley on March 30, 1981. The next day when he was in 
Georgetown University Hospital, he was visited by a cabinet 
member and a staff member of the White House. He was promised 
at that time that his medical bills and family expenses would 
be paid. As of this date, my parents have paid $28,000.00 in 
medical expenses. These bills are a direct result of the 
assassination attempt. 

My Dad never asked for anything. He thought that if what he 
did was appreciated, someone would make sure that he got some­
thing. When he saw the others involved that day get bonuses, 
he wondered why he never received anything. He never wanted 
anything if it did not come from the heart and in good faith. 

He was promised an invitation to the White House to have his 
picture taken with you and our family, which included my Dad, 

amily, and my daughter and myself. 
~er wanted in recognition of his 
lY other things that are too 
~, when promises are made, they 
)u take someone at their word, you 
~ept. He often wondered why they 

He died of an irregular heart­
lar heartbeat or any other heart 
1. The shooting upset him so 
r it. He suffered so much in the 

ud of his President and his 
sed down to his children. I 

'n the U.S. District Court in 
ten years. 

We are very proud of my Dad and the part he played in history. 
I know that if he had to do it again, he would do the same 
thing in a minute because it was the right thing to do. He 
reacted in a split second, and because of it, no one was 
killed. He was never publicly acknowledged for this, and he 
never knew why. 
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My Dad may have changed the course of history by preventing 
the assassination of the President of the United States 
elected in a zero year. This, however, is for history to 
judge. I do not want my father's name to be lost in the shuf­
fle of history, and I sincerely hope that you do something to 
prevent this. 

Mr. President, my Dad was very pleased and honored to have met 
you in Chicago in September, 1981, and to have been invited to 
the White House by one of your aides for lunch in April, 1982. 
We do realize you are a busy man and that you have world bur­
dens to consider. However, you seemed so concerned when he 
was in the hospital, but since his death we have not heard 
anything. We can't help but wonder why. 

Our lives have never been the same since March 30, 1981, and 
now our lives will never be the same without my Dad. 

I truly hope you yourself see this letter, and I thank you for · 
taking the time to read it. 

10844 Brunswick Road 
Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125 
(216) 581-0556 

Very truly yours, 

Maria Antenucci Bennett 
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H~~~ dm~,~~t f ncro, (]lD, ~JI 1J~?~.;5 nD5§ l:i1}1fD fQ~ 1-af!ueM ~ ·ia ~·:> .. : . :· ::;.:.::~ .·:1:]\:::) .. ~:(/' 

! f]I p 't· ~ ,,.! '1?171nf? lit;'nt:!Jf71 J~f f~nrn f.IJ.f!o. _<}; f.·nr*o J ;1.~~~0:;c~~!t1;);~;1e~!~i~~11~1~~~~ ~~5;~./t · ·~ .. e.JJ~/1 ~f!)/ !/Glicu•lf. (bfr ,;,·v,.·1t-'' 111 fJIJi•IJ,;iJUi fjj a;; ~t.f!li. flf$,;;fj,/ Lomcstoodth1swc1~·d-looklllg }/1;·:; .. ·:,j:~p;;?;·:,':- ."!'.' ·~ 
~I 0 bl /f) 0 I educate my kids and build a guy. He was wearing a long tF,~ ~/ ,.•/1· ·')1:·. · : : :... · · · · .• \ ::·) 

~)J/@fJ t I fI!J,. at ~·[Jf tl•.lf'(}SJ [l/f3fu t fine home for my family. I lit- overco.at buttoned al! the \:a~ 1;~~J+i; \)'·'/ ·· ~~~~7~~r~,':;<~,:.~: 
erally did build ~ny home with up. Ht~ ha~cls wet~ thll~s t ~{'?A \_ -~/ (\. .. _,' ; I 

By ALFRED AN~ENUCCI my own hand~ ma suburb of deep 111 h•~ . pockets. ~I~ !~:::, ·. :, 1 ··:""-.,,,, /./ 
I was roarmg curses as I crushed Il1" kneel Cleveland, Ohio. needed a h.au _cul, a i~d I 1 e r!.·'.p-1 . . . ; . · . , .. 

• < .J • • member tlunkmg, "(,cc, this k .. 'i<:, \.;:.·-,· .~.ic.-:- · ,. mto the cowardly neck of would-be assassm John Im the prc?•dent of the ,. k · d. ·t ,,. t\··:~ . i '', ·,..... / 
. ' • • • . . . C<irpenter 's Union Loc<il 1750 gu) s nee IS II ) . . r<·::. "A ~· ~.. . . I ' . 

1-Imck.ley J1. S.econds ea1 lie1. I had clubbed hun to in Cleveland. I was in Wash- . Suddenly, my attention was 0"::,L\ '\.>~ ....... / )..;. · \_,, 
the g1 ound with my bare fists as h.e pumpe? a ington, o.c .. on the day of the d1.verted to the ~oor of the ~: ··:.: ·:. :\. . 1 .~~.' ,,, { ;, ·~.:• 
barrage of shots at our beloved President outside assassination attempt, at- Htlto1~. The President came L_,._~.=-:~ 1.-:-:~ .~).,, t _"_J 
the \Vashington Hilton I tending the annual Building out. \ ou all remember wh<it 
H I 0\1'.n bootstrap~ , from ~hoe- and Construction Trades Con- happened next. ALFRED ANTENUCCI 
~te ·. . . shine ~oy to urn.o~ boss, m the vcntion at the Hilton. In a flash I saw a gun ap- IDl · U ~ ~ f.f.! 
I m 111 love with. Amen- Amcnc~n t1:ad1t10n. My dad 1 missed President Rea- pear in Hinckley's fists. He H~a~an ~ il Jh2$C~ j 

ca. And when this creep was an unm1grant from Italy. , 1 t ti h 
1 

b t I held it with two hands ;incl ..., 
. · gan s speec 1 a ie ole , u . . . tr ft .J 'f I f 

Hmckley, who was stand- 1 fought and worked my wanted to gel a look al him fired off the ftrst shot. I raised \\.. ~~ ~,.,.:~~1 tO ~ ~F~~~ .. 
ing next to me, began fir- way up from the bollom to and was waiting outside the both my fists above my head lii · ~,..,."' · ""' ~ dl. 

ing, I did what any red-~~ · ·· ·-. - , · •. ~ .: ;.·, . !.{ .'.• .· . :,,:<.· . • • · f--~·, . . :. '~.j and clubbed.them ~lown on !\.~ . O .. •• r. C')~'~ 
. blooded American would p?'~ ...... ~· . . . ·. ,k;):f~i~,,., 'd . .Y~%':-.;..,. .. ·,,\ ·- 'l'~~,~ the back of Hinckley s head. I 6~ ~© ~-..,e~ 5G.shi,d / 

· · -ll'.. ~ ~'~11·" • ... ~1'1·1t.·~~· _ ~.', ~•.(\. . ··~,. ... •ir,..J : .~1. ·• heard another silol and I kept , . 
do for his President and . . k~t:?J::.. , ., ... <:~.., , ~if'~<;t ,.- -,_: ''{i'}Jz ~ '~ 1:-r:· ... f\';r~ii!X'.\ · b<itlering him. Its one of my f!?~ls to tm-
country. t..~, · '··· q ~ •• ..,. ,,, } . h · ~ifi)·~ . :. 'l,\'nci<·:; '\o\{··.;~,~.'(~ · r: ., \"i'th each blo\, 1.i1·ncklej' press upon our c1t1zcns that 

• , ,.1. ! . r~ . ~ .,, !l ·· ) ' ' 1:t• .. " :··' •·(·~· • , '(T' :!'r.1.\ 'H .1 'Y \ J ·1 • , • 

I belted him! i .~'). '. ,.,,~~ ~~\-i::h"~·~ . ~·Y~'\~A:;'.:[(.f~\' .f1~j !J]!l:"i"5•lfd>~M~· / sank lower and kept firing . He tt s,,v1ta l we all help each oth-
• 6.. r • \.\ ,,I' \( ·':J~.t } I.> , o ·'f!'f,,-: ,,_,~·... ;·, ·~1'.( ·':.<;,:rt !/Jo:"'" · •· l .. i.!,l;J,/, ~ 

I hammered h11n to Lile ~·i:1.(,]1 1 ,-:-. "i:gf·· , · ~~·!1'~'!,i:~;i· ~'1t,'.'F "·1· .,,:'.:'' ~J,i1',,;r:T\;::.~-r.>r~<C)!',1•cj::~1 was crouched between my er. . 
_,,.,.. f " ·1f. ... J.1:1 . .. ~J . \ ., .. ~ .• t·~·~'!i l· ....... , .. .. ? ground as he sprayed the ~:·~~~!M~frt., . . - ~-.. ~·'.~ .... ·,1•. .. . . · ·I~:;.! ... 1 

.. -:;-,x;,~~Jh!1"4l ,~;i '~~-' legs \\'hen the Secret Service How do I feel about ll. -- ~,;.11;.1 ~ .. r ... •.(.~ . ..,_ .. ,,,.. ,. .1~~- · ..,. 1" ...• , l " · · ·· ....c~•:.~.:ir- ... 
President and his men with : .• - ·~i t.;'1 .;»!~6-:·~~ ·r.. ·::ri;~:'.:'~g;:;r,{~~f· ~!':·il ,..··~r~ ·. )~1 men piled on. My hea rt goes out to Lhe 
bullets. . . . IJ~~~r.&~i!~:!+ v~jl.· dfiy$f~da·~~tr~t:'.~~;'f& !i.;.:~1ft.·Jr~;, ':• ';·~ I was raging mad. America Hinckley fa1;iily- mosl of <ill 

I was nghl m the middle of r,;Q.fo.···J°!'{{tJ~,)jl . t/i{.~'.;1·;::r,; ~.,· •:s1~ ,\~tl:[{~ '-}:J~i·: )tl '//J/f, ~i" . · ~ belongs to each and every one to Htnckley s morn . I know 
I h f S . ·. ··~~l:;l;•(;.l~L J\. ·"1 ·l' ~~ ••.. \ ·· ~- ~·l!"5J,,,~....CI~ - ' I I 'L f I t b L I 

t wt crus o Secret erv1ce t~~;;:E1\~lt.L. , · :it~:\;,;::1~t.~!),i~· ··~" ~ :.·~)·~.i.1!1' "'.q;'{.(· ;... . -· · ~.: ·.. of us. We're free . We can elect 10w 1 cc s o ~a pnren . 
age1.1Ls and.police you saw on )iiiJ,:~~{\IM~~~: ,1'0lf'.!J.~&~!~\f?.:.tl1i.Jt,-p-); · J·~~/".i• ·-.~f:fi:f<.. . . ~ our leaders and throw them lwve a son who s a .golf pro 
TV •.mm.ed1ately after lhe as- T[.~~J.~JYif~•., ;· .. ~H~!,i-:i'.';~1~:'fi.'.(\~~!1;{~:~~~~-J: .. ~ ff..\'!.€.?·lh. '\. . oul. We_can say what we want I and a .d<1 ughter w~10 .•s a fed -
sassmal1on all empt. We were 1· ,;'"!;;iHf;~t~Jd. ~ ... t:~1/;j~,.,(·f• :'.~~{':~''~t~!~··:::-~'. :~;~~. :'.:~?-~ ... ·f~f . .... _'. ~"'.: •::)1·'.,·~;~"'i;- ,,;·;, ~ and believe whal we want. I era! Ju ry comm1ss1011cr Ill 

II l f H . kl .,.'!\:- ,,.,i1"·1··v· .v.• <.! ' " ·~· .,.1.,," .. I'--,.,, .. <-1" 7,r.'L· ·· '· ··~··~~ · "' of:4 f I f J I · Cl I I I I ti l l a on op o. me ey.. \#t~}i~o/..~ .. i ·~iff.mH'( ~~. ·,~::!:".~;:; •·A~·:.:;\}.~'/,; :;ii'.'.i):.: ·1);:y1;·" .: ·,,.:.\ .. ~ A Lcr .got out o t 1e 10~p1- eve anc. wve irec O\ 'C y 
I landed Ill Lhe hosptt<il for t!/~~J:~·)~r.:·· f. ::.v :~• \~<:·."; , ~\:·.~ ,~~i•;. ,·H:fh : :r,,"i~il ),.,,1·~·l· ··1·,.\:"i!" .•;.," . . ! - tal Prestclent Reagan Jum- grandchildren . 1,.,··~lr'.f.' ~j\;.,.,. ·~r~ .... .(1~ '.' ~ -~:. l! ·,l• : '\>~,.,;11"' '··If ,-,, -f• ·-,."':.( -!.;,>' ··•Ji•:·,, :.'J,('.;.. • ·.\~~'f!J\ ~ • , .f11J1 I 

10 days with high blood pres- ~(.i~~(ri"::ii~'Pf¥:;\1~ ;;1;w·:;i :n;~~;~\::i ;i:\~~;ii1;~,:::,: \.'/ 'tl~'t;\:'{!1\«;\.~,,,J?':·l~$~ self called lo say th<"lnks per-/ I'm proud lha t me, the son 
d I I I ,.. .. ~ ... ,. .. ,.,, .. ,.,,, 1· .,!ii, i• 1 · 1'}'·' 1··~· .. .. 1l" " ·";1·r"··r..· .l\_,., ... ,•.· . '· ·'• .i{:l•., .... r:..-.~~) I I b. f . . bl 

sure nn an rregu ar ieart- l'/,i::~<i:i:q;~~· ~?f.\? ;1wil;i:;,1;;~, .. ~;.,;.1i;·f·r·!!• p.,.·1;; ; • :;. ·~1-.,:;· ·l::-~ . '<:J. .~::: "•J!i'" .. ::.;.\1
' '· · sonally. t w<is t ie 1ggest o an 1mm1grant, w<Js ;i c Lo 

bent - but I'd do it again. ,,!~'.t~,.''iJ\.iA1fi"' .... !'··~·.i ,~1~;:~). ~·.:::. r¥iJr(:~\liW~~:~'\i~bJ-;~~.~~~i~:~--:11\1~~w(iz. ~.fi~{ thrill of my life. The I'rcsi- I pro\'icle ;1 good life for my 
1, G II I' I ri 1··n,..•V:t".'t · ... .. l'i ····.' r··"1'·"··' · ''1 · .. · · · · ~· ···""~;J·1""' ' '''"'' :\i · ·"·'·:f•t"~ '· · I ·.1 "T I f jf ·1 m ll ;.•cars o c. m on Y ·~~'.'.~l!ht\•!'.·'/.1·'.~t-.-,;.• •. 1' ,J· '.1":::1\L :(·~".Ai· ' ,/ . ; '.;~ .'· >~·'~>~ ;i:i ...:. •''. ~':~,'.~'11'!:'.' ·'.·{L • cent s<itu, lw1~ 1 you or the amty. · . . 

5 feel 2 ~nches tall, b11t .for \r~~l ;;:· },1:t::, : . .;;:~-/f.~'. 1·;;;:::;'.' ";~) .~~::y:.:•:.;· .:.. t>'.:~" ; 1. l~·~ . · courageous action you took We ha \'e n srst cm 111 this 
our President and America ;'. . ··. ,: . · .· '(4.': :'.'.: · :r. .. ' , ... ,. :· :: ·: :,- .:i · ~· "' ·, ..", .. ,. .. " ... , ... ... ,·~-~.~~ . outside the Hilton . \\'e 1H:ed I country whereby the poore~t 

.I'd fir,ht an army of John 1 ~-· .••• - ........ _ ...... .. ..:. . • ' -··-·---- ·· ·····-----···;·--'~--...:;;.) .. · · more guys like you nrounrl. i Jdd 0 :1 the blo-:.:k can !JC'cornc 
Hinckley Juniors. MOMEMTS after shots were fired at President, ,A,nte· \\'hat you did w:rs bral'c. You ! f'r e.s ick~n t. I'm proud to be 

I pulled myself up by my nucci and assailant were under th is po lice pile-up. hacl no thought for you ;· ~:cJ f. : :\merica n. 
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By PHIL ROURA and TOM P9STER 
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· Alfred A. Antenucci Is n very dis;ippoluted mun. 1 and then suffered what everyone thou ght was n heart 
He sits by the telephone In his kitchen In a suburb of. 'N b d h fl d ( .. · ) h c · nttack. lie was confined to bed for 10 cl:iys. 
Clevel:ind, waiting for a call fron\ the While House, 0 _O Y as Ca e · Or a" " It wasn't n he:irt attack, bu t heart pa lpita tions, an_: 
or nt Iea:t fr.om n hig!Ha~king presidential nlcle. talf{ed to ,rlllQ_.'-'-A/. Antenucci !~regular he;uthe~t. and l '~ e been on st r ong medica-
Antenucc1 believes he Is en tilled to the coll. So do his · / · · " . . ·· / lion since," he so1d. " I'm s ick as a dog and weak. The 
friends and some Secret Service and FDI hgcnts. ' ' ·· medicine caused Ccn;iblc diarrhea and the doc tors say ·· 

Why? I3ecause on March 30. Antenucci was the ~~,.~ :.~~1~~~,·~¥~~:~ ·~~~z).{t;~:rIITJ~0;~g~~ they've got to do something, but don't know what." 
• ~ , i.': I\ "'""):i~t; -~J· ) ·9<i. . ~~.t+~JWi :-Y. •• ..,; ~~~~Zr-s"t·:~0,.,~-°'~~~'ll.,.nt:-xs·>~ . 

first person to pounce on John \"I'. mucklcy Jr. ns if{~ ~iW~' ~~VJ.~.k~r"f ' :"'t-:·: :·:.t.'.'.~:·?'~th~·t~1~~4W . Souncli!1g u~ if .. h~ was 011 the verge of tears, 
Hin ckley nllcgedly fired six. shots 11t President \,J,~~~~f~,~~~f· '· ·' _i .. : .: · ... ·-:. :~~l~it~~~:~J'~•.·, · Anlenuc~1 added : Im real I~ _upset. You know, I 
It>!:i~an. As a result A11tenucc1 suffered chest pn)ns .... ~~1

1
--1~·:' :);<;~-7,r ( · .. { : · . · ... . '.R»'t''Jf.1.',·, "f:i would give my life fo r my l 1cs tdenl. I remember 

1 Jfl:'f. •• f. ~· , ... ~ ' ~,;o '?- " ,. • • • ._ ,. , • • ' • I ff:~( L · • .(J1 • ' . 

thnt landed him in George Washington University h,~l ,"'it~~-~~f.! ·~· < , < ~ " , .. · : _>~ . . .' 1~~ .· .. '.'.;,;h z standing there and sce111g that ~un. I s~w the gl~n . lie 
Hospital, the san~e pince neag:in was taken. · · ~-·~;1\ :1::;> yt<.-·:-::~::~ : '. · .. ~-,_. : ·_~,)tr, ·.::~;![fl~;~. was next to me. I'm OU, I can't ~1ght n kid. So I h it him , 

"I CAN'T BELIEVE this myself, no matter how (,t ~~fft';jf. -.;, · · ~·A~:tN~~t'·,~ ,::;~'Y;:i:J . :;f.::Jt~,~~/~~:~ . . on the back of the ne~k as h.1rcl as I could and his 
hard I try " Antenucci a OlJ-ycar-old carpenters \11•~'.l'J7;~(,,.~::f~,.,~·'f(,,if 1$)1b1~.~-~·-~:<t~~Yi1i'f-~:'~ · gun, which he held w1lh two hands aimed right al • • ' ·' f).l'1.- ~~ .•~· ~~- ' ... ~-}~><t· lll'/<' '~1" '<;.fl . ~ .. ,.,. -~"'. . . . . 
union business a"ent sa-id in an ex ... lusivc Interview ?-~\l~~·,.• . ~i' • : ;'.· ., .. z. ... ; . ·,,;;\ ... ;· J· ·'*&~~'4tii~:: .. ~.· . ncaga11, come down. Ile ke pt shoo Ling with one hand. ., ' ' " ' cJl,l~h;t; ·~ l f 'l?- ~- .... > " v ""' ff-rl~,~~1' ''k ·,n·· 
\yilh the People Page. "Not a word. Not n s?t.ind. ·"%. ~~~J! ,!f,Y':~ .. /tg;~.?-.7 .. >ii~lk't:"' . ]~~".J~.0 : "J W~S TOLD. later ~Y high autho rities that four 
Nol>~cly hns call_cd. Nobody h~.s talke~ lo ·me smce I ,~I ~ -~"~·j' '. : ,::; ·. -..· ~ . :'.: . .-:· ·.').~A~~/ · .~{tr'~·.'.·;~" of the six shots l11t the s1dcwal ~ and probably one ot 
was m the hpsp1tal. I would give my life to save the · _1 !~~1~,,1.,~.,~.<'.d~~.;-.<L~,:~1-:-·~j;J~~l · those bullets rlcochelccl a nd Jut ncagan. I pounded 
~resident: l)n not looklng .for any honors, but yo~ .~~t~~$rl~A? ~~~-~i~,;~ .. ;~;ttif'. --~~- ) , ,him. I tried lo _break the aim of fire. But there ls 
wou!cl thml~i thot there would be somebody who ;/'-r. ~ .. -~ ::: ·· .~' ·, .. . -. ~· ::,.::'. %~1 · ,~lo~fH'\"" ~ . . doubt In my 1111nd now. I have trouble s leeping. I wo~ld ooy so.mcthing. Lil<e dudng llcagan's speech . :•Jil~ ··-~··irlt~~~,! \ , .keep think.Jug that if I 11ho~ed him Instead lhnt I 
t,_o C~ngress. Ahout 23 people came. over and sn!d the: , ~~f;~~~1·~~~- ~~~*'{;>~fj}.~ : .. l>l!~ .:~~~o?~;1~ could have stopped him. I )Umped on him, I was 

-t'1:es1clent. would thank me beca~se It ~onld be his ~~- ~~~~~;~i;'~;~. {:~i~f'~ .. ;, · ~, ·rJl*· ·l''~~i/~ punching him 11nd wrapped my legs around him. 
fh sl Il\Jblic talk. nut not 11 word. ' . t . f i ,'-*'1)',~,A~1 . ,..,.. ,J,1/ '.. '., · ~\:!.~'(.; ,,~;if.1ffe "Thell nil Lile Secret Se rv ice m en j um ped on lop 

I ' ~-\ ~fl;J. • f;.:'" ·~~,,'...:' ' :''"' ~-~ • (~ • ""'" , y ~·~. ~\·~~ \~ ,._l , 
Antenucci hod nttcnded the AFL-CIO meeting thnt . ~~l~: i:c-.~,~~i;}1C~J(i~~~;~ ~ j, J ,%~:!'.,; ~v:A.{~~if , of us and they were yelling ut me; 'Get the hell out of 

Il d I d t ti W 11 t Il 'll II t l '·' JJ,~-K'i ,. ,.. M1>.· • ij'i,~ - . ' -~ , • . • r.,)<.">, f.. i,,:1, ~ 
l\T:irch 30, nnd he wns outside the hotel when U1c· ;~,~t'·~f.'4~1~'..if~\~~\ A~~-~i ·, .'\ 'lilt,~~~~-~ llinc'ldey. Go'll, It seems like fl neve r h:ip penc1l lmt It 
l'rcsl(lent wn11 ehot. After 11ub<lulng tho 1ulltlect, <•:· ;if[!~t~~lfil~tit'.i» · ~.!i'· : ,, .-, ~~~!t££{t\. did. I'll do It 11 g11 ln. I'd give my life for my Pres ident. 

cai:an 11 < rcssc 11 1e ns 1 ng on · 1 on o e ff~ -~\".if .' . )" '"n;/ ·: t if. ·i ' !':< , • -~ <> ,, ,.. here • but I couldn't move been use my leg wns under 

J\11tc11uecl was Inlerrogoted by Flll 11gents tor hourn up1 But I feel lilcc nobody cures." 

'fD'-~'§5; E~i'[Jf£J O.ND c:sff ea'II 
Fl:1111l>0yont lnwycr l\lelvln llclll, tho "l{Jng 

of Tori~,'' ycslcrctoy blnslcd Prcshlent rtcognn's · 
chh•f of lifaff, Eel l\lccsc ld, for proposing tho 
cll111lnallon or .lhc lnsnnlty plen In crlmtnnl 

C.6rmtSga '\" Vito.1Df, JljD@wffr. 
'l'hls one's for the produccrn o f the hit 

muslcnl "Tho P lrntcs o f Penznncc." Sorry, 
folk~, but your hlr. stnr , U11d11 IU>11 11 ln•ll , l1J 
lenv lnl' In ""ri v '""'' 
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fylan Who Struck Shoot;ing 
Sllspect Ignored by Reagan · 

Ln CLEVELAND (UPD-Labor leader Alfred Antenuc-~ 

c1.'who grappled with the man who allegedly shot Pres-
o ident Reagan and possibly spoiled his aun, said Fnday .j.J 

that he was disappointed the President did not mention 
ui his name in his address to Congress on "Tuesday. 

Before speaking about his economic package, Reagan ~ offered tributes to the three other men wounded on 
;:;: March 30. : · - ·:..:. ·. , - · { ..... . · -. · -

Antenucci, the president of Carpenters Union Local 
~ 1750. said he would have felt better if the President had 
o mentioned his name . 

...o ~Tm a little disappointed," he said. "I was hoping 
rti (Reagan wouJd say som~thing), but_ he m_ust have his 

·reasons." 1 -~ : • ·: . _ .. ~---, ~ .. . :;~: •• ,- -·:. 

Standing Next to Suspect . · .-. , -. . :;_ - · .::_ -
Antenucci, 68. was standing ne.rt· to . Joh-;, W. Hin­

ckley, the man accused of shooting Reagan, outside the 
Washington Hilton. He said he started hitting the sus­
pect on the head after the first shots were fl.red, arid it 
may have spoiled the man's aim. 

Antenucci was taken to Georgetown University Hos­
pital a\ter he complamed of chest pains and shortness of 
breath. . · -- . 

Punng his hospital stay, he was visited by Secretary ' 
of Labor Raymond J. Donovan. and Antenucci said Do­
novan promised him that Reagan would acknowledge 
his assistance at some future tune. : . 

However. Antenucci said, ''I've not even received a 
card from anyone." 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 5, 1984 

Dear Senator Glenn: 

Thank you for your letter to Assistant to the President M. B. 
Oglesby, Jr., forwarding.the letter you received from Maria 
Antenucci Bennett about the medical expenses incurred by her 
Father, Alfred Antenucci, prior to his death earlier this year 
from a heart condition that she believes developed from his 
efforts to subdue the President's assailant during the March 
1981 attempt on the President's life. 

After carefully reviewing the materials we had received from 
Mrs. Bennett and others about his matter, it appeared that 
there are simply no Federal funds (aside, of course, from 
benefits that might be provided for by law to any citizen) 
that would be available for reimbursement of these medical 
expenses. We also, however, asked officials of the James S. 
Brady Presidential Foundation to review informally information 
about Mr. Antenucci's actions during the assassination attempt. 

Because the Brady Foundation is a private organization, its 
decisions on whether assistance is warranted in a particular 
case are of course its own, and would depend on its review of 
all the relevant facts after a formal application for assis­
tance was submitted. Hence, we can make no promises about 
what decision the Foundation would make if such a formal 
application were made on behalf of the Antenucci family. 
Officials of the Foundation have indicated to us, however, 
based on their informal review of the materials our off ice 
submitted, that it is possible that assistance to the family 
may be appropriate under the Foundation's charter. 

Accordingly, we have advised Mrs. Bennett of the foregoing and 
provided her information about contacting the Foundation. I 
hope this letter has helped respond to your concerns, and 
appreciate your advising the White House of your interest. 

Sincerely, 

tk-(C(~-
Peter J. Rusthoven 

Associate Counsel to the President 

The Honorable John Glenn 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

cc: M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 



August 3, 198~ 

Dear Senator Glenn: 

Thank you for your recent let~~r outl1cing 
H.arie Antenucci· BennE::tt'::: c0nccrz•t~ rcgurdin g 
the Administr.;;.ti(.;n' s actions followir•g h\i!r 
fatht;r•s death. 

Your spC:!c.ial intere.t;t ·is appreciated. Please 
know th.at th~ appropriate AdBinistratior1 
o!ffcials are currentl~· reviewing these 
concerns. I have asked that you bt: notifit:d 
us scon a~ there is any additional information 
t.o relay. 

With b~st wish~s, 

Sincerely, 

M. e. Oglesby, Jr. 
As~istant t-0 the Pre~ident 

Th.:: ho.r.0rc.ble Jutm Glt..:nn 
Ur.it~d S~ctes Senat~ 

\·.:u.sI1ingto:1, D. C. 20510 

HBO:KRJ:JID:jid 
cc: w/copy of inc to Peter Rusthoven, Rm 115 -

for appropriate action 
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May 14, 1984 

Mrs. Jo Ann Antenucci 
5387 East lllth Street 
Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125 

Nancy and I send our condolences on Mr. Antenucci's 

death. May Our Lord console you with His peace and 

warm memories of your life together. Our thoughts and 

prayers are with you. With our deep sympathy, 

Anne Higgins 
456-7610 

RONALD REAGAN 

Affs. 



JOHN GLENN 
O!ilO 

C:OMMrnEES: 

.., 
FOREIGN RELATIONS 

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING '· 

WASHINGTON, C .C. 20510 

The Honorable M. B. Oglesby 
The White House 
Congressional Liaison 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Oglesby: 

July 13, 1984 

I have been contacted by one of my constituents, Marie 
Antenucci Bennett, regarding her late fathers role in subduing 
John Hinckley when he attacked the President in 1981. 

Mrs. Bennett feels very strongly that certain promises 
were made to her father during his hospital stay (he suffered 
an irregular heart beat and high blood pressure after helping 
subdue Hinckley) and that these promises were never kept. All 
of this was explained in a letter from Mrs. Bennett to the 
President dated June 14, 1984. Mrs. Bennett has since cal led 
the White House on several occasions regarding her letter because 
she feels very emotional about her father and the lack of com­
passion she and her family are receiving f rom t he Pres ident. 

I would appreciate it if this matter could be thoroughly 
reviewed and a written report sent to my office as soon as 
feasible. 

Thank you for your prompt attention this matter. 

United S tates Se nato r 

JG / d s 
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Jun& 14, 1984 

President Ronald w. Rea9an 
Tlle White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
wash1ngton~ D.c. 20500 

. __: \ __ -. ,. / 

~- _;., 

we are ~ery proud of my Dad and tha part he plated in history. 
I know that if he had to do it a9ain, he .,,ould do the satne 
thing in a minute because it was th& ri9ht thing to do. Ha 

- ~eaoted in a split $eoond, a.nd beca~se of it, no on~ was 
killed. Be W&$ never publicl~ acknowled9ed for tbia, an~ he 
nev&r knew why .. 



My n~d in.ay b.a~e changed the c:o~rse of history by preventing 
the assassination of th~ Pre~1dent of the Onited States 
elected 1n a zero year. This, however, is · for history to 
juage. I do not _want my fatller',,; name to ··be lost in .. the shuf­
fle of history~ ~~ .·.i s1ncerely ~pe that ·you &> eo1tlethirig to 
pre-q-ent .. thia: .. ~ . : _. ~ · _· ·· · : · · ·· . · : · .. 
. ; . . ' ~;· : .-·· .": . <~· . .. - . ! . - :. ' ·.. - . " - . -.:_ . 
Hr~ ~res~dem,t.;,~~mY-~:-.oaq_: - waa . ~ ver:y pl~ased art~ ':·.}\on_or.~;; . to'.J:Jatie met 
YO U'z in_.: Cki.:;.:c~9?;-~i-n§~~ii~-~!lb~~ , .,._:;';)~~ 8 i I and _ :~9/:.~aye'.~~::_be_~~~:invl,ted · t~ 

· · tbe · ,'Whi~e-~~: ffq~e,:;;Js..Y.;:9.~~-;.'.:~f~::Your-: aides . foi:: . ,'l:\lnch. :: ~J\.:·:~~ri·li _: 1982. 
·we :. ~do '-~.F-~~~i.1z•}:¥.e;~~;:~r!it,:\~ ':1~?illM I ~nd .. ·th_at;;~:~,ou;;h,~!~~;,~~r~ :-bur-
. del') a : to .. c'OOns iae t": . .-, :;,?::UOW.ever: i ~'you : aeem&d so !:;C"Qneern&d :-.Wh e~ . -he 

>:.waa·_ 1#_-., ~t~~-;:~n(?,~iH;·~-~ii?J;l:~jsi~~- hia aetath ~<~;·f~Y,~ /~~t_: ·heard . 
. . a~ytlling. ;_. ~~-.- -?n.,.'.;.t '- ;help . but -wonqer why " ·;:'•::c:· -~' : "··t . : . - . · . 

. : _,_. -_':.: ',cs·~9,o~~~'.i:{~~~~~~~~~~~~£.J~tr~t~~~-~~'::. ·91;f~'"f.tti¥11~?jirt~ti~~'.~1~~;~~~~-~d-·: ·:.·:· 
. ~- now : out·-_11v.ae·.-~w1lr"neie'r :: 'b& :·:th$ same _witho~t: ... my:·nad • .. . -

-· · . ,~:~ ~.-:~~ '.~- ·->~_:i:iQ-~·J)',:_£·: ·-~:-L:~:.~.;-?X~-I' ' '{ :~~:!-+:f;: : ./_.-:; _·.~~:~~- -_ : I ·_ :: :-:;::;:~~~}-~/:7' : .:.' , : :: '· .· ·; . , · . 
~-- . · ~:z ~--- ttu1y~~:bo·pe:;.'.:yo·1.1-;.;:youx:-s~lf:'.·;·a&e ~: this let. ter,(,:an:a;<~ic:.th a1* · .. yc>u for: · 
· . :.:: ~a~kirig-:-':t,~--'~.i3.~~~-~?~~'.;r~-~~f~~·~}L . - · 1 · >~~~{~~;-~=--·· ,_, ,<.'..· • · . ·.-

. Ve.~y~:~truly ~urs, . 

· · • . '. • · . ..•.. ·':.·· ~.;.-. '..-.' ._.·_ . - . . "(YlllA.UlJM• .~L.·,·_·~_:.~.:.';n:~tf _ttufii~;· :e~n-~n~e· t/l;e 
.-.:-'~·-..;~~ .. ::;}~~ ·-~·;:::~;?.::~_~:~~.:-)..t~~~-i,~-~·-.:~·-._~.?<·~:~~ .. ··: - ~~ .i..a -~ ... , .. ~ • 

. · _ __,. ·: . 
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May 14, 1984 

Mrs. Jo Ann Antenucci 
5387 East lllth Street 
Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125 

Nancy and I send our condolences on Mr. Antenucci's 

death. May Our Lord console you with His peace and 

warm memories of your life together. Our thoughts and 

prayers are with you. With our deep sympathy, 

Anne Higgins 
456-7610 

R;r-cs:-p.p_s 

bee: Jane Dav~ 
.......... 

RONALD REAGAN 

Affs . 



Jo/,;~ G1:ENN 
/• OHIO. 

COM~ITT££S: 

. . . 

WASHINGTON, O.C. Z.0510 

The Honorable M. B. Oglesby 
The White House 
Congressional Liaison 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

De ar Mr. Oglesby: 

July 13, 1984 

FOREIGN RELATIONS 

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

I have be e n contacted by one of my constituents, Marie 
Antenucci Bennett, regarding her late fathers role in subduing 
John Hinckley when he attacked the President in 1981. 

Mrs. Ben n ett feels very strongly that cert a in promises 
wer e made to her f ather during his hospital stay (he suffered 
an irregular heart beat and high blood pressure after helping 
subdue Hinckley) and that these p romises were never kept. All 
of this was explained in a letter from Mrs. Bennett to the 
President dated June 14, 1984. Mrs. Bennett has s ince called 
the White Hous e on s everal occasions regarding h e r l e tter be c ause 
she f ee ls v e ry e motional about h e r father and th e lack of com­
passion she a nd her family are r e ceiv i ng from th e President. 

I would a ppreciat e it if th i s matter could be th o roughly 
r e vi e we d and a writt e n r eport s e nt t o my office as s o on as 
fe a sibl e . 

Than k you f or y our promp t a tten ti on this matter. 

Un ited Sta t e s Sena tor 

J G/ ds 



Junia 14, 19 8 4 

Prestdent Ronald w. Rea~an 
T'Qe White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.· 
Washington;.· o.c. 20500. 

. . . 

Deat" .Kt'_. Prel5identf. · .~· :. . ·, .. ·.~ . · ·. · · -:: ,_,·-L· ~,-.:: .. . 
- -- ~ ·:·,:~~-~i~~:·~. : . . :::·-~ :-.7~· .. <:_·· .. ~·. -~~_i,,~·.:·.~ -- · .· ~:-~_·· . ....... ~ ·_.._: ::·:,.: . ...... - -·~.-~_ ---~ .. ; ..... -. =-.,:~-~;:::~,~-~-~h -~> .. ;b~ ···,-c ·:: ~~·=:·r~.:~ ; _~;: .... :.··- ::_-~· 

My Dad_. \.fa.a ; .A.l~t;_ed 'Arit~n-ucc-1·?;.:: As ye>u~--kri~·~~ . h~ _ta-~J;"i.~d:· ;!61!r1j:~- . -. 
Hi nc~~ey :; qr(.Jiiar:ch _· 3 o ~;. ] 96_ 1 · ~·:_:.:.;._Tbe~"ne-~t).-daf:> when : :fi~\:-~;,·ar{~/in ~<~·-; .... · ;.·· 

._ _ : Geor~.et.'?.w_n_': PJi.i.y~rlS!t:f? -~.~ep:;~a,r1,_::· .. h.·Q·~~~~-:.)~1~1~~;:::bf~~~{£lili_ine_t _. . _ 
. . : rtamb~;-:~ ~nd-;~.; st_~~.~ ~m~~~r-~o~.:~~he ~-~~~.:- . B.O~$e-.>.;Jt~ ~~~as_ ·. p.rom ised 

-· · ... \. at: .. _that:;-~ time··-that .. :. hie_ ·:medical-. bills ~ and· .f~ily.· ~xpenses · woul~. __ . 
~_-,: .. · : be E>~rd;::;.A:B- ~.9.('.._~ftP5 :-~a~~;:-~·nay,_ P.~r~:~~~. ~-;h:~~-~).·~-~~~q.kS4~7~-9o~fn_o:;:'ln :-- -·_ 
." ... . · .. l . rt_e~~£~l~e.~P.~-~~~15-9~:~}~~~:e~t~~.~~1-~ -,.ar~.:7~--,~~:r~,c~.-··- reau1:~- ~-~f ___ th~ = .-. ... -. . ,...l~; assass1nat.lon·~ ·attempt~·:r ·.·"'~·· ·-· ~- .. · -·-=''~· ~ · " .·;-.:.-. • · ... ,_,_.,,_ ··-=--· ·-·'- ,- · 

.~;-... ·. · . . _ \~ · ·. :·: '_ ~:--~~:,D::~:-.(~~:.i:;;($;~:-.. ·: ,_ ·~_- --:· ·.·:~~<~·:-:;·_\--i:~_<· · ... :::{){~~-~~- ~~~>;.:~_::;·:·f:~:-~: .. ;.~~:~~:~.:::);fr_~.; ~- -
. , My Dad:< ne~er : asked for .atiythin9 •... ee·i.. thought ; that ·if:·.wtiat· he .-: 

•• _. ,-. .••., . °:' · •' _ .. , r,. .. • · ··• . • ,•.••• . .. . - . . ·~. • ~ · •-•. --r · . ,. .. , ,.~ -:-..- ... ,, .... .... . 1' • . 

._ d~d =~_¥:.;appi:.~c_f~.~·~-, /:~~~o~-~- ~~u~d-~rn~~Z~.i.i~ ::that·~ he':· 9~t _, somQ­
thing~·J>~en_:.hG~: aaw:. ·.tha.:_ot}l~ra ::-ln~ol\7.ad :_that .~. day :._ge(.'. bonug~s, 
ha_ won~a~ed ;,·:whi ··b.e~·: ne~ei:'_~fceiy~_:: a:ri'~t~i.1"&13~/,:< _ ~He -~~ver~: ~_ah~ed · 
anything ·. tt_- 1t did ·- not -·-coae · from the.:hilart.~:and in good faith. · 

·\ . • : . .. :,:~~~~ , '.~::.: .,._~; 
7

f :.~~:r;;:'. ;-~> r5~> :}-:-~~t~~&~ ~ ~~< ~ -~: ~~~~~~ c:';F;;.: : .. · , ~',f ):~--:r~<:"?: '-~~~-~-~''.:~i/;/~--:· ~ : ... ~- . . 
\ Be wM ·proM1sed ·an· inv,itation :~--t0 :--tfut Whi.te Bousa".:..tol.have .::his-. 
pictur~ ;;; ~-".1~'~n,·:'~~-~~~: Y?~;~~-~y~·ur>fam~ly ;-~/~\.tfi-~'cJ:(\rrc::r:u~id 'iio.'i --Dad, . 
my. ~Mo11t :?Yr1p;-ot~e.t:: atid.·::h 1.a 'i-~_amily , _. ana r!1j' :,Hd.a_ura.~tar::·~ a-~ nyael f •. 

.... " ·· That .. ~.¥.:_: thQ,··c::m1.Y:; .. ~~ng :.: hEf~.ey~t." ·· ·want~d. · 1c~·: · r~c09n1.t~ion:. of· ,,his 
- . heroista•:, ~;-~. :~as:: p~lse,d ·_;nany·-~ otl'ier .:: th~ngs: .. t.ti_at - - ~t:e ;~ .~.oo:\':~, ~ .... ·.: . . . 
· · . • 1 nWlero~s __ ; to f niari ~,1~·ri'.~~:'!\~o-~~y~_i:: :~~~ ~--~.~:-:':P;9,~t~~~:i ~~;t~1P:~l:J:~'~:~'!i~/:--~:c·:i:..;:~ :· · 
' . ·. . . '; ahou.ld :)>~~!~~~.h;~:t·t~_d,.~:J~~,\~P~~~:?Y.9.~.:<~~~~,'.\~9?le?11~::-:. a~;:':: tlie-_i~WO~_<~ ,~:~OU 
:·~i.~):::. '.. }. e.,;pect~~t:l:,7~~~- ·~t.:~ml.~~,a.·~; ~,, ~ ·: .. ~ap~,~~.-~' ~e_:~,~;t.~11~ WEl19J!..£~~_,--why : tbay _ 
. . . ;. warG . no~~~·xf;'{;.:(J}~~·:,:~:;~~L,;.~\<{·~'. : . : -:--~.· -:c-. · ,~ ~~,:~;;:i~~i:~:~~~)ft~/J)f;~~t .. ::: ':'-_~ .·, . _: . . 

: My Dad died~ an· May· 9·, 1 ~.84 ~' :·-· .ae d:fe~ · - Q~ M :' i-t,regular_:· heart-
·. beat. ~Q -1.l~~~r~_. h~ _ :·~·- : i;-regular · h~·ar:~}i~.J!,t.:,~~ar ~ .. ·a,ny. ', c),th_~r _he a.rt 

. ; proh).em_s ~, ~~~;-e. :March 30 ,, .i 9.61 ~-:~ ~l?it~~-09tipg . Ul1~H~~ -- : him eo 
:l'lluch that he: could : 'hardly ·baar 1t.-:,·/"'HEf.. suffarad so much in the 
!1ast thr.ie.)'ea~li •· ·: ' · . -~ -••. :· ~.~_ · .· {.~''J _ ~~'iXi~:\~:: ~.: 

Se waa a proud American._.;.. proud . ~~- P!-"p1:~·~rjf--and hi$ 
·country,·-- aoo this pride be pasaed1f:down' to -·hia childr:an. I 
have ~en · ~ :federal employee in the o. S. District Court in 
ClHv~land, qhio, for the past ten years. 

~- . 
. . . -j . 

we are ~er~ proud of my Dad and the part he pla~ed in hiato~y. 
I know that if he had to 6o it · a9ain, h.e 'lilould ® the .same 
thing in a rait'lute be~ause it was tba ri~ht thing to do. He 

· t"¢acted in a split second, and ~ca':lse of it, no on~ was 
killad. Be was ne~er Fublicly acknowled~ed for tbla, an~ he 
nevar knB~ i--;hy. 
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Hy n~d may liave changed the cour~e of hiato~y by preventin9 
the aaaaasination of th~ Pre~ident of the onited States 
elect~ in a zero year. Thie, h6wevar, is for history to 

~~~g~f . hfs~r~rirt ~ln;:~~i~·~~:meth;~ .rau 1:\~~;~i~:h~;-
pre~ent ._ thia • . .. , · .. , . . . , .. . . ·.· .··· ... 
.. . ~·-<·~·: ·. . ·-_!_. :_ >-.;-~ ·~;.>~- .. ~. > ·· .. : :·/~_<;. ·.· ·:· ·:·:·:~"'· . _ ~ ., ~· , __ · . ·. .. l --_. ·:;_:·0 . ~.- · .• . ·· ~ . : . ~ ..... - .. .· .... :.: ·• ~. . 

Hr~.·· Pre .a~·d~nt:·~> my·~, oad - .w~ .. very pleased · · a:n~": hor1ore-d< ~o>·t,ave-. met 
. y-'<5~. ·:· fri~.-GhJ_'c~-~~:!··"~~ri~>·~~p-~~~b~~ r'i:.;.l~~s i, and ... !,".§:·,'~-~·fe'.,"-'b.e.¥~ ~:.lnv,lJed t~ 

.· the· ·~i:te~ .. HQllt!,e.:Jiy:·::?n~ ·.:~ of:::xou~ ·: aides . fo~,, :l.1Jncn.·: t.n.\At>.r~·li ~ 1982. 
~· : · · . . we;::~d?-·/~-~~lf.z.Ef:,i.~{~;~-~~~i~~~-~~P .1:2!3Y :::f?;tl·~. I and ..... t~.l!-tX:r,9.1.\:Ji"~'.V:~?:~,'2r.~~t~ bur­

.. ·: -: ... ·. den.a ·'._to. ,:o0nai'd.¢~•>.'t-llO'ti(.evar)(you .: s.aemed 89 !:'.c:Qnc·erne.d.'-- Wheo· he 
.. ·,:·:' .~_ar. ' _·J~~;;t·~~-:;.· tia,~iJ~:~~i-?11?."~;~a.1~~-: . his dQath,.~~~:~te.~k:~~)-~~~. ,:; naa·:d ._ 
. anything . .. :...W.e .. . i;;an .ct .__hQlp _ but · wonda'C why • ·:F~::··~-.~"'', :·~:;...._.- . -.· •.. , . 

: .: : ... --· · :~·~&~::6~i1'.;_1i:{~~~~~~~~~;:J~lf~~~r~tf~:7~~~:::. a-i'~~~~i~t1~~b?f~:fi~~Wft0~x~:l::::'~;-: 
·~ no~ · out: :.11ya.a~:- w1:~:1 :· ~ry~.i-e~~ ~:b& __ .~e !!ame _\lfith~~f: .. mY::.n.,.d~ - - ... ~ .. ·,.: 

• ::.;·:.-~"": 1::>:.§.:~~ti~~~:.-.,'. .. ·~;:.-.f ... ~tf~: .\':i~ '.<f-:i:~·.:~· ./ ... ~.;_-::;~:, -_ .... , .. " · : ._:>:f5;:L~~1~::.J{;J<.::· \:<:A\ ~ .. :>:~ . 
· .:I ~_ t.ruly,. : bope= .. you~.-19.ur_sQlf -:)ise· - this lett~r., ::,::.· an_d;· !~c-th~· you fo?: 

... ;~~1:a.~· 't·~~~~,j;~.j~ :;-~~~:~~-~~ .: ~~,.~,~~-~:~~:.·- ·; I •· .~w~1~t: .. ~-:~~:- .:::,._,:<:.. ·:·.: .- ·. . : . 
· · · . . . , · ::_·.. - · · .· Ve_ry.;;trul:r ypura, . 
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! - :· -~:- .. ~.~- <~'.~ ·· -.:.. . - · ' .; . ·.-
: -~->;. . -:·_· . 

:.·" . ."; 

~ · . . . - . 
,; _ ::·----~:~- - - .-· ; :~ .. :·i~- -~~ -- -~. --- ... - :..:.~. -· 

.. · ·: ,, . H~!fr~li~~i~5:0~f~it4 1·f~r·t': ,j · 
· .. : : ··: - -, 

, - -:~J.-~:§:~;r::f:~:~~~f:~;,~,L: · ·,~'~.'-!·I,:::'.;''.'- ~ : •. ·'·:: : .. 
: ·· :-- - .. :-:: •, . 

'!" •• ... . . ~ . . 
. t . - . : 

_-r ... • :· !" ... _··. _:· .. ~- . . ... . : .' .. 
· ~ . . . 

R~· Q~ 'fc..-U~ ~;&, t~. 1.1~1." &l~ 'c{I '6/ 

V l S; ~_)__ ·l,_~ ~- • ~~ ~-,-~ZJ- ;:~ b ~. tin P-~~ crl-( 

._, ... . .. ·. ' 

.. ·, -

. _; ... 

._ -· . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

FROM: MARK WEINBERG 



.White House's 
'regrets' stun kin 
·of shooting hero 

By MAIRY JAYN WOGE 
STAFF WRITER 

A White House spokesman said yes· 
terday any misunderstandings with 
the late Albert A. Antenucci, who 
tackled the president's would-be 
assassin in 1981, and his family were 
regretted. 

The family said last night they were 
shocked at the White House response 
to a Plain Dealer story that detailed 
their efforts to get recognition for 
Antenucci for saving the life of Presi· 
dent Reagan. · 

Maria Bennett, Antenucci's daugh· 
ter, said she and her mother, JoAnn 
Antenucci, believed the response 
"misses the entire point of the PD 
story." It was published Sunday. 

Antenucci, a carpenter union offi­
cial, punched and jumped on John W. 
Hinckley Jr. when Hinckley began fir· 
ing at President Reagan in front of a 
Washington hotel March 30, 1981. 

Antenucci had heart palpitations 
after tbe encounter and was taken to 
Georgetown University Hospital. 

He died of the ailment in May 1984. 
According to interviews with Anten-

R-11. ~Y,:.:.°i:J~'Af.·tm Mw't. 

ucci's daughter, and his son, Dominic 
A. Antenucci, promises made by a 
cabinet member and presidential 
aides to Antenucci were unmet and 
recognition for his deed was withheld. 

The promises included a luncheon 
with Reagan at the White House, pay· 
ment of travel bills for the family 
while Antenucci was hospitalized in 
Georgetown and payment of Anten­
ucci 's hospital bills. 

A copy of the story was delivered to 
the White House with a request for a 
response .. Ass,istant Press Secretary 
Mark Weinberg issued the following 
statement: 

"The president communicated his 
appreciation to Mr. Antennuci on sev· 
eral occasions, including by telephone 
and by letter. He sympathizes witb the 
family's loss. 

"At the president's direction, mem· 
bers of the White House staff looked 
into whether it would be possible for 
federal funds to be used for reim· 
bursement of some of the expenses 
(the family) bore during Mr. Anten­
ucci's illness. Unfortunately, federal 
funds are not available for that pur· 
pose. and it was suggested that the 

CONTINUED ON PAOE 14·A 

~ Hero's kin 
•FROM PAGE 1-A 
Antenucci family contact the James 
Brady Presidential Foundation to see 
if funds might be available through . 
that organization. 

"If there are any misunderstand· 
ings, we naturally regret them." 

"The president probably did not 
even read the article," Bennett said. 
"He is not that insensitive. All we 
want is recognition for my father." 


