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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 17, 1985

Dear Congressman Latta:

I am writing in further response to your letter to Alan M.
Kranowitz, Deputy Assistant to the President, concerning an
inquiry from your constituent, Mr. Francis Simonis, on the
status of compensation for the family of Alfred Antenucci.

After careful review, it was determined that there are no
federal funds available for reimbursement of Mr. Antenucci's
medical expenses. In light of that discovery, we encouraged
Mr. Antenucci's family to contact the James S. Brady
Presidential Foundation for assistance. The Brady Foundation,
named in honor of the President's Press Secretary, who was
seriously wounded in the assassination attempt, is a private
organization founded to assist any needy individual wounded or
killed in an assassination attempt on any senior federal
official, presidential candidate or on family members of the
President and Vice President of the United States, and to
provide assistance to that individual's family. It is our
understanding that the Foundation will consider this matter in -
the near future.

We hope you find this information helpful.
Sincerely,
(Reband ftfposr

Richard A. Hauser
Deputy Counsel to the President

The Honorable Delbert Latta
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 16, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD HAUSER
FROM: MERI LARSON

SUBJECT: Brady Foundation

I spoke with Pat Frierson of the Brady
Foundation about the Antenucci family

and whether or not the Foundation was
able to provide financial assistance.

Pat explained the problems the Foundation
Board members have had in getting together
to decide on the Antenucci matter. She
seemed sure that the family would be
receiving assistance as soon as the
committee has its meeting within the next
couple of months.

Please advise of the changes you would
like in the letter to Congressman Latta.




ccC:

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 16, 1985

Dear Del:

Thank you for your September 11 letter
forwarding a letter from your constituent,
Mr. Francis Simonis, who has requested
information about the status of

compensation for the family of Alfred
Antenucci.

Your special interest is appreciated, and
please know that I have forwarded this

request to the appropriate office for
attention.

With best wishes.

Cordially,

~{ o -

Alan M. Kranowitz
Deputy Assistant to the President

The Honorable Delbert Latta
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Anne Higgins - for your action.
It would be appreciated if a copy of any response
could be forwarded to Legislative Affairs (112 EW).

Thank vyou.




DFLBERT L. LATTA co:s:;r;ts:
- 51K DISTRICT, OHIO BUDGET

Congress of the Enited States
PBouse of Representatibes
ashington, BE 20515

September 11, 1985

Mr. Alan Kranowitz
Assistant to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear %5:2§ggnewf€fr‘

Enclosed is copy of a letter I have received
from Mr. Francis L. Simonis, Defiance, Ohio 43512.

Your assistance in replying to Mr. Simonis

would be appreciated.
Sifsg;eﬁy,
S

DELBERT L. LATTA

Representative to Congress

DLL:flh
Enc.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

o H WASHINGTON

DB o B

_ 'vaember 5, 1984

Dear Maureen: ~ ¢

As we discussed, enclosed is a copy of the

letter we have sent to Maria Antenucci Bennett, -
the woman who telephoned you about her Father, - e
Alfred Antenucci, who died earlier this year '
from a heart condition that she believes

developed from his efforts to subdue John

Hinckley, Jr. during the assassination attempt.

n,

Please feel free to call me again if you have
any questions or need further information.

Sincerely,

Getr A, (ot

Peter J. Rusthoven
Associate Counsel to the President

Ms. Maureen Reagan

c/o The Republican National Committee
310 First Street, S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20003

Enclosure




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 5, 1984

Dear Mrs. Bennett:

I wanted to advise you of the steps we have taken in response
to your letters and telephone calls about the medical expenses
incurred by your Father, Alfred Antenucci, prior to his death
earlier this year from a heart condition that you believe
developed from his efforts to subdue the President's assailant
during the March 1981 attempt on the President's life.

Although we carefully reviewed not only your letters but all
file materials about your Father, it appears there are simply
no Federal funds (aside, of course, from benefits that might
be provided for by law to any citizen) that would be available
for reimbursement of his medical expenses. We also, however,
asked officials of the James S. Brady Presidential Foundation
to review informally correspondence from you and members of
your family and other materials, such as newspaper articles,
about your Father's actions during the assassination attempt.

The Brady Foundation, named in honor of the President's Press
Secretary who was seriously wounded in that attempt, is a
private organization founded to assist any needy individual
wounded or killed in an assassination attempt on any senior
Federal official, Presidential candidate or on family members
of the President and Vice President of the United States, and
to provide assistance to that individual's family. Because it
is a private organization, its decisions on whether assistance
is warranted in a particular case are of course its own, and
would depend on its review of all the relevant facts after a
formal application for assistance was submitted. Hence, we
can make no promises about what decision the Foundation would
make if such a formal application were made on behalf of your
family; but officials of the Foundation have indicated to us,
based on their informal review of the materials we submitted,
that it is possible that assistance to your family may be
appropriate under the Foundation's charter.

If you wish to pursue this possibility, the Brady Foundation
official you should contact is James A, Wilderotter, Esquire,
an attorney with the Washington office of the law firm of
Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue, 1735 Eye Street, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20006. Mr. Wilderotter is familiar with the terms of the
Foundation's charter, and should be able to provide you or
your attorney with details about what kinds of information the
Foundation would need to consider a request for its assistance
with your Father's medical expenses.



- -

In closing, I want to emphasize that we fully understand that
your principal concern in this matter is not reimbursement for
any expenses that were incurred, but rather that your Father's
efforts to assist the President -- and how much that meant to
your Father -- be recognized. We also understand, as your
letters make clear, that for various reasons you believe that
members of the President's staff have not been as sensitive to
this as they should.

I hope you will accept our apologies for any acts or omissions
that may have led to such feelings on your part, and would ask
only that you also accept that no member of the President's
staff has ever had any desire or intent to be insensitive to
your Father, his family or the memory of the actions he took
when the President's life was threatened.

Sincerely,

G A LCHb—

Peter J. Rusthoven
Associate Counsel to the President

Mrs. Maria Antenucci Bennett
10844 Brunswick Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125

cc: James A, Wilderotter, Esquire

bcc: Ms. Maureen Reagan



THE WHITE HOUSE

. WASHINGTON

November 5, 1984

Dear Jim:

Enclosed is a copy of the letter we have sent
to Maria Antenucci Bennett, whose Father,
Alfred Antenucci, died earlier this year from
a heart condition that she believes developed
from his efforts to subdue John Hinckley, Jr.
during the assassination attempt.

As we discussed after your informal review of
the materials our office forwarded about this
matter, we have suggested that Mrs. Bennett
contact the Brady Foundation through you,
while representing no more than that it is
"possible" assistance "may be appropriate
under the Foundation's charter."

I want to thank you personally all your help
and courtesy on this matter, which are very
greatly appreciated. With best regards,

Sincerely,

G f 2l —_

Peter J. Rusthoven
Associate Counsel to the President

James A. Wilderotter, Esquire
Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue
1735 Eye Street, N.W.
.Washington, D.C. 20006

Enclosure




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 5, 1984

Dear Mrs. Bennett:

I wanted to advise you of the steps we have taken in response
to your letters and telephone calls about the medical expenses
incurred by your Father, Alfred Antenucci, prior to his death
earlier this year from a heart condition that you believe
developed from his efforts to subdue the President's assailant
during the March 1981 attempt on the President's life.

Although we carefully reviewed not only your letters but all
file materials about your Father, it appears there are simply
no Federal funds (aside, of course, from benefits that might
be provided for by law to any citizen) that would be available
for reimbursement of his medical expenses. We also, however,
asked officials of the James S. Brady Presidential Foundation
to review informally correspondence from you and members of
your family and other materials, such as newspaper articles,
about your Father's actions during the assassination attempt.

The Brady Foundation, named in honor of the President's Press
Secretary who was seriously wounded in that attempt, is a
private organization founded to assist any needy individual
wounded or killed in an assassination attempt on any senior
Federal official, Presidential candidate or on family members
of the President and Vice President of the United States, and
to provide assistance to that individual's family. Because it
is a private organization, its decisions on whether assistance
is warranted in a particular case are of course its own, and
would depend on its review of all the relevant facts after a
formal application for assistance was submitted. Hence, we
can make no promises about what decision the Foundation would
make if such a formal application were made on behalf of your
family; but officials of the Foundation have indicated to us,
based on their informal review of the materials we submitted,
that it is possible that assistance to your family may be
appropriate under the Foundation's charter.

If you wish to pursue this possibility, the Brady Foundation
official you should contact is James A. Wilderotter, Esquire,
an attorney with the Washington office of the law firm of
Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue, 1735 Eye Street, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20006. Mr. Wilderotter is familiar with the terms of the
Foundation's charter, and should be able to provide you or
your attorney with details about what kinds of information the
Foundation would need to consider a request for its assistance
with your Father's medical expenses.
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In closing, I want to emphasize that we fully understand that
your principal concern in this matter is not reimbursement for
any expenses that were incurred, but rather that your Father's
efforts to assist the President -- and how much that meant to
your Father -- be recognized. We also understand, as your
letters make clear, that for various reasons you believe that
members of the President's staff have not been as sensitive to
this as they should.

I hope you will accept our apologies for any acts or omissions
that may have led to such feelings on your part, and would ask
only that you also accept that no member of the President's
staff has ever had any desire or intent to be insensitive to
your Father, his family or the memory of the actions he took
when the President's life was threatened.

Sincerely,

Le A LA

Peter J. Rusthoven
Associate Counsel to the President

Mrs. Maria Antenucci Bennett
10844 Brunswick Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125

cc: James A. Wilderotter, Esquire




August 8, 1984

Mr. Peter Rusthoven

Associate Counsel to the President
c/o The White House

Old Executive Office Bldg.

Room 115

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Rusthoven:

This letter is in response to our telephone conversation of Friday, August
3, 1984.

- —The main purpose of vy letter to President Reagan was not the money.
The primary reason that my family was so upset was that the recognition
of my Dad was handled so poorly. Many people on the White House staff
made promises to my Dad that were not kept. It was and is still very important
to me and my family that the President see my letter. For it is his life that
my Dad saved, not yours or anybody elses. I feel that the President should
know the events that have occurred over the last three and a half years.

My Father died on May 9, 1984. Five days later we received a letter
addressed to my Father from the President. This letter was written and
postmarked May 10, 1984. I wonder how you, the President, or anyone else
would feel if this happened to a member of your family. We realize that
the letter was sent in good faith and appreciate his concern, however we
feel that the staff of the President should not have handled this matter so
poorly. My Father's death has not yet been properly acknowledged.

You said to me on the phone, that even if the President did see the letter
you would be the one to handle the reply. I am sure that this is true, however,
I feel that the President should see it. If he chooses not to acknowledge us
he has that privilege, but I think it is only fair that he has that choice.

When I wrote the first letter, it was my hope that the President would
somehow recognize my Father's brave, unselfish, and heroic act. My family
has dealt with the President on a personal level and I feel that my letter
should be given this courtesy. After all, it would show some concern for
our feelings.

I hope I have made my feelings clear in this letter and I hope that you
understand my reason for sending this second letter.

Sincerly yours,
Moy Aideuseens = Boxxedls

Maria Antenucci-Bennett
10844 Brunswick Rd.
Garfield Hts., OH 44125
Home: (216) 581-0556
Work: (216) 522-7185

e
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

S Datd: fud 7, 1TES

MEMORANDUM FOR: /%, e A . Ls/iler stte,

FROM: PETER J. RUSTHOVEN
Associate Counsel to the President

ACTION:

[ Please handle/review
[0 For your information
[ For the files -
[ Please see me
As we discussed - - -

[J Please return to me for filing

R et T SO R



June 14, 1984

President Ronald W. Reagan
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

My Dad was Alfred Antenucci. As you know, he tackled John
Hinckley on March 30, 1981. The next day when he was in
Georgetown University Hospital, he was visited by a cabinet
member and a staff member of the White House. He was promised
at that time that his medical bills and family expenses would
be paid. As of this date, my parents have paid $28,000.00 in
medical expenses. These bills are a direct result of the
assassination attempt.

My Dad never asked for anything. He thought that if what he
did was appreciated, someone would make sure that he got some-
thing. When he saw the others involved that day get bonuses,
he wondered why he never received anything. He never wanted
anything if it did not come from the heart and in good faith.

He was promised an invitation to the White House to have his
picture taken with you and our family, which included my Dad,
-7 T T . amily, and my daughter and myself.
hﬂt]; d55 N ver wanted in recognition of his
I q>gx0€2_~_ 1y other things that are too
: r, when promises are made, they
» >u take someone at their word, you
tept. He often wondered why they

, _ He died of an irregular heart-
lar heartbeat or any other heart
1. The shooting upset him so

r it. He suffered so much in the

EZS C;}ZXZ”,,ff”’ pud of his President and his

(,//% ssed down to his children. I
in the U.S. District Court in
—==;=E;~ ten years.

We are very proud of my Dad and the part he played in history.
I know that if he had to do it again, he would do the same
thing in a minute because it was the right thing to do. He
reacted in a split second, and because of it, no one was

killed. He was never publicly acknowledged for this, and he
never knew why.
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My Dad may have changed the course of history by preventing
the assassination of the President of the United States
elected in a zero year. This, however, is for history to
judge. I do not want my father's name to be lost in the shuf-
fle of history, and I sincerely hope that you do something to
prevent this. '

Mr. President, my Dad was very pleased and honored to have met
you in Chicago in September, 1981, and to have been invited to
the White House by one of your aides for lunch in April, 1982.
We do realize you are a busy man and that you have world bur-
dens to consider. However, you seemed so concerned when he
was in the hospital, but since his death we have not heard
anything. We can't help but wonder why. .

Our lives have never been the same since March 30, 1981, and
now our lives will never be the same without my Dad.

I truly hope you yourself see this letter, and I thank you for
taking the time to read it.

Very truly yours,
Mo éLIEQUAACLJ ékmmztf:
Maria Antenucci Bennett
10844 Brunswick Road

Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125
(216) 581-0556
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{ Belted That Cree

4 Yeew Dol
Shooting at Qur President
By ALFRED ANTENUCCI

I was roaring curses as I crushed my knee
into the cowardly neck of would-be assassin John
Hinckley Jr. Seconds earlier I had clubbed him to
the ground with my bare fists as he pumped a
barrage of shots at our beloved President outside

the Washington Hilton|
Hotel.

I'm in love with Ameri-
ca. And when this creep
Hinckley, who was stand-
ing next to me, began fir-
ing, I did what any red- :
blooded American would
do for his President and
country. &

I belted him!

I hammered him to the /%
ground as he sprayed the ¥
President and his men with
bullets.

I was right in the middle of
that crush of Secret Service
agents and police you saw on
TV immediately after the as-
sassination attempt. We were
all on top of Hinckley.

I landed in the hospital for
10 days with high blood pres-
sure and an Irregular heart- 7
beat — but I'd do it again. g

I'm 68 years old. I'm only Jei!
5 feet 2 inches tall, but for
our President and America i

own bootstraps, from shoe-
shine boy to union boss, in the
American tradition. My dad
was an immigrant from Italy.

I fought and worked my

Hinckley Juniors.
I pulled myscil up by my

way up from the boltom to

[T PR RSP

MOM[NTS ofter Jhot; were hred at President, Ante-

When lle Staried

educate my kids and build a
fine home for my family. I lit-
erally did build my home with
my own hands in a suburb of
Cleveland, Ohio.

I'm the president of the
Carpenter's Union Local 1750
in Cleveland. I was in Wash-
ington, D.C., on the day of the
assassination attempt, at-
tending the annual Building
and Construction Trades Con-
vention at the Hilton,

I missed President Rea-
gan's speech at the hotel, but 1
wanted to get a look at him
and was wamng outsxde the

Hilton with the ’I‘V cameras
and news people. Right next
to me stood this weird-looking
guy. He was wearing a long
overcoat buttoned all the way
up. His hands were thrust
decp in his pockets. He
needed a haircut, and | re-
member thinking, “Gee, this
guy's neck is dirty."”

Suddenly, my attention was
diverted to the door of the
Hilton. The President came
out. You all remember what
happened next.

In a flash I saw a gun ap-
pear in Hinckley’s [ists. He
held it with two hands and
fired off the first shot. I raised
both my fists above my head
and clubbed them down on
the back of Hinckley's head. I
heard another shot and I kept
battering him.

With each blow, Hinckley

e sank lower and kept firing. He

was crouched between my
legs when the Secret Service
men piled on.

I was raging mad. America
belongs to each and every one
of us. We're free. We canelect
our leaders and throw them
out. We can say what we want
and believe what we want.

After I got out of the hospi-
tal, President Reagan him-
self called o say thanks per-
sonally. It was the bigpgest

ZEER thrill of my life. The Prosi-

i i ko Do b

dent said, ““Thank you for the

" courageous action yvou took

outside the Hilton. We need

ALFRED ANTENUCCI

R&“ Hsmﬂc”
Callod to The
fle Porsennlly

It’s one of my goals to 1m—
press upon our citizens that
it's vital we all help each oth-
er.”

How do I feel about it?

My heart goes out to the
Hincklcy family — most of all
to IHinckley's mom. I know
how it fecls to be a parent. I
have a son who's a golfl pro
and a daughter who is a fed-
cral jury commissioner in
Cleveland. I have three lovely
grandchildren.

I'm proud that me, the son
of an immigrant, was able to
provide a good life for my
family.

We¢ have a system in this
country whereby the poorest

‘3

"\
IR

~more guys like you around. ikid on the block can become
What you did was brave. You ! President.

I'm proud to be

had no thought for yoursell. i American.
R ]

nucci and assailant were under this police p:le -up.
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By PHIL ROURA and TOM POSTER

| Carpenter whe saved Reageun weaits for a “Shoamleyou”

Alfred A. Antenuccl is a very disappointed man. ' and then suffered what everyone thought was a heart
He sits by the telephone in his kitchen In a suburb of - ‘N . ' “attack. e was confined to bed for 10 days.
s ‘ : obody has calied (or) has
Cleveland, waiting for a call from the White House, - : 3 .
or at least from a high-ranking presidential alde. tallied to me.'—Al Anfenucci — irregular heartheat, and I've been on strong medica-
Anlenueci believes he s entitled to the call. Sodohls - -~~~ .- % =7y tion since,” he said. “I'm'sick as a dog and wealc. The
friends and some Secret Service and FBI hgents, X
Why? Because on March 30, Antenucci was the - |
first person to pounce on John W. Hinckley Jr. as
Hincldey allegedly fired six shots at Presldent
Reagan, As a result, Antenucci suffered chest pajns
that landed him in George Washington University - §
Hospilal, thé same place Reagan was taken, :
“I CAN'T BELIEVE this myself, no matter how
hard I try,” Antenuccl, a G8-year-old carpentcrs
union business agent, said in an exclusive interview
with the People Page. “Not a word. Not a sound.
Nobody has called. Nobody has talked to-me since I §
L was in the hpspital. I would give my life to save the:.
President. I not looklng .for any honors, but you *
would think; that there would be somebody who
would say B_o,mcthing. Like during Reagan's speech
to Congress. About 23 pcople came over and sald the, §
-rresident ‘'would thank me because It would be his . b
first public talk. But not a word.” A DR 14
Antenucci had attended the AFL-CIO meetlng that i,
Reagan addressed at the Washington -Ililton Hotel P
March 30, and he was outside the hotel when the:
President was” shot. After subdulng the suspect,
Antenucel was Interrogated by IFBI agents for hours

53 - they’ve got to do something, but don’t know what.”
. Sounding as if he was on the verge of tears,
* Antenucei added: “I'm really upset. You know, I
would give my iife for my President. I remember
standing there and seeing that gui. I saw the gun. Ie

- on the back of the neck as hard as I could and his
. gun, which he held with two hands almed right at
: Reagan, came down. Ile kept shooting with one hand.

“I WAS TOLD later by hlgh authorities that four

" those bullets ricocheted and hit Reagan. I pounded
ohim, T tried to break the alm of fire. But there is
{ " doubt In my mind now. I have trouble sleeping. I
‘. keep thinking that if I shoved him Instead that I
4 could have stopped him. I jumped on him, I was
Fs  punching him and wrapped my legs around him.

' “Then all the Secret Service men jumped on top
4 of us and they were yelling at me, ‘Get the hell out of
"here,’ but T couldn’t move because my leg was under
Hinckley. God, it secms like It never happened but it
did. I'd do 1t agaln. I'd glve my llfe for my President,
. But I feel like nobody cares.”

©. “It wasn't a heart attack, but heart palpitations, an .

medicine caused ferrible diarrhea and the doctors say

was next to me. I'm 68, Tean't fight a kid. So I hit him -

" of the six shots hit the sidewalk and probably one of

P — g - T -

b faicyl om plem

.' '-:'im::\" ¥ E\}'m ‘-l‘;
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Flamboyant lawyer Melvin Belll, the “King
of Torty,” yesterdny blasted Presldent Reagan’s ®
chlel of staff, Ed Mcese 3d, for proposing the
climination of the insanity plea in criminal

leavine in earlv Tuna

This one’s for the producers of the hit
musical “The Pirates of Penzance.” Sorry,
folks, but your big star, Linda Ronstadt, ls
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Man Who Struck Shootifdg—
Suspect Ignore_d by Reagan
)éLEVELAND (UPI)—Labor leader Alfred Antenue-
¢i.-who grappled with the man who aI.Ieg.edJy shot Pres-

March 30, Lt Tormine At ey a
Antenucci, the president of Carpenters Union Local

1750, said he would have felt better jf the President had

mentioned his name. . ' _— ,
I'm a little disappointed,” he said. “I ‘was hoping

(Reagan would $ay something), ut he must have hjs

reasons.” o sl
S_t_@ding Next to Suspect_,--_h;.‘ X
Antenucci, 68, was standing n :
ckley, the man accused of shooting Reagan, outsige the
Washington Hilton. He said he started hitting the sus-

e [

may have spoiled the man’s aim, T
Antenucci was taken to Georgetown Um’versjty Hos-

pital a‘{xer he complained of chest pains and shortness of

breath! .- , R #,

During his hospital Stay, he was visited by Secretary

of Labor Raymond J. Donovan, and Antenucci said Do.

no_iran promised him that Reagan would a;knowledge )

his assistarice at some future time. - Free T
However, Antenucci said, “T've not even received a
card from anyone.” : s P

. "\-s” " : »
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 5, 1984

Dear Senator Glenn:

Thank you for your letter to Assistant to the President M. B.
Oglesby, Jr., forwarding the letter you received from Maria
Antenucci Bennett about the medical expenses incurred by her
Father, Alfred Antenucci, prior to his death earlier this year
from a heart condition that she believes developed from his
efforts to subdue the President's assailant during the March
1981 attempt on the President's life.

After carefully reviewing the materials we had received from
Mrs. Bennett and others about his matter, it appeared that
there are simply no Federal funds (aside, of course, from
benefits that might be provided for by law to any citizen)

that would be available for reimbursement of these medical
expenses. We also, however, asked officials of the James S.
Brady Presidential Foundation to review informally information
about Mr. Antenucci's actions during the assassination attempt.

Because the Brady Foundation is a private organization, its
decisions on whether assistance is warranted in a particular
case are of course its own, and would depend on its review of
all the relevant facts after a formal application for assis-
tance was submitted. Hence, we can make no promises about
what decision the Foundation would make if such a formal
application were made on behalf of the Antenucci family.
Officials of the Foundation have indicated to us, however,
based on their informal review of the materials our office
submitted, that it is possible that assistance to the family
may be appropriate under the Foundation's charter.

Accordingly, we have advised Mrs. Bennett of the foregoing and
provided her information about contacting the Foundation. I
hope this letter has helped respond to your concerns, and
appreciate your advising the White House of your interest.

Sincerely,

bt Ll —_

Peter J. Rusthoven
Associate Counsel to the President

The Honorable John Glenn
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

cc: M. B. Oglesby, Jr.




Aucust 3, 194

Dear Senator Glenns

C

Harie Antenucci Bennett's concirns regardi
the Administrsticn'’s ections fcliowing haer
father!? s aeath '

Thank yocu for your recent letier outlining
P Fiy

Youx spcglal a.texe 't is appreciated. FPlease
know that the appropriate Administration

fficials are currently reviewing these
conceras. 1 have usked that ycu be notilied
as scon &u there is any additicnal informatiosn
to reley.

¥%ith best wishes,

Sincerely,

H. B. Cglesbyr, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Jdohn Gienn
United Stotes Senate
‘&SE A:\ '\-O-l’ D.Cc :0510

MBO:KRJ:JID:jid
cc: w/copy of inc to Peter Rusthoven, Rm 115 -
for appropriate action
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May 14, 1984

Mrs. Jo Ann Antenucci

5387 East 1lllth Street

Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125

Nancy and I send our condolences on Mr. Antenucci's
death. May Our Lord console you with His peace and

warm memories of your life together. Our thoughts and

prayers are with you. With our deep sympathy,

RONALD REAGAN

Anne Higgins
456-7610

RR:AVH :KES+pps

becc: Jane Davis,
-
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OHQO i FOREIGN RELATIONS

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
“ AVlnifed Hiafes Denafe

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING
f’ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

COMMITTEES:

July 13, 1984

The Honorable M. B. Oglesby
The White House
Congressional Liaison

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. Oglesby:

I have been contacted by one of my constituents, Marie
Antenucci Bennett, regarding her late fathers role in subduing
John Hinckley when he attacked the President in 1981.

Mrs. Bennett feels very strongly that certain promises
were made to her father during his hospital stay (he suffered
an irregular heart beat and high blood pressure after helping
subdue Hinckley) and that these promises were never kept. All
of this was explained in a letter from Mrs. Bennett to the
President dated June 14, 1984. Mrs. Bennett has since called
the White House on several occasions regarding her letter because
she feels very emotional about her father and the lack of com-
passion she and her family are receiving from the President.

I would appreciate it if this matter could be thoroughly
reviewed and a written report sent to my office as soon as

feasible.

Thank you for your prompt attention this matter.

Sincerelyf Z

John Glenn
United States Senator

JG/ds

e
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President Ronald W. Reagan
The White Housge

1600 Pennsylvania Ave,
Waahington, D.C. 20300

Dear H:. President,5

My Dad was Alfred Antenuacz}*%xs you know, he tackzg'
Hinckley.on Margh 30, 1981, The nézt: day when heiwas in:

Gaorgatown: University Bcspital, -he-wasd vigited. by a: Cabxnag”““

,,,,,,

‘member and-a"staff membar-of the White House, He .vas promised

at that tine thah hia medical billeg -and- family expensas’ would,_ﬁ
aid. . A& of this. datei;m{ parentSrhave paid’SZS?OOO‘@G dn.
: B

areiar :iiébtkraault nf ‘tha

atbgmpt‘

Hy nad' ed for anycthg.f Hesthoughtsthat: 1f,.5ae'he :

- gid: wasaappreciated, someons would make“sure “that” he ‘got’ somae-

thing. =Whan he” .aaw- the othars: involved .that- ‘day get bonuses,
he’ wondered why he ‘naver ‘received -anything. ‘He-never wanted
anythlng i:lit did not cnme Ercm_the haar "Ng 1n gaod fazth.

He was promised’an invitatLOn o’ th& thte'Houaa Lo aveshis

5 pzcture ‘tmken with you: and our. family,*uhlch included‘ﬁy Dad,

. should be £ulfilled,
1 *=:{a:pect~the'
| Ware not..

Momy myébrother and-hie family, and my daughtar-and myself.

at wag the- cnlyvthing ‘he’aevar wanted in. recognition -of his
bercispm, . ‘Be was: promiaed nany other thinga that are. too
nuaerous - tc munticn.-iaowever,‘uhan promises nrgumgde,fthey S
Whenzyou’ ake%§¢meone at;thein&word, you
He? oftenAwo dg;&d»«hy tbay

Hpromisee,,td‘be kept;ﬁ

éhy Dagd - dieduon‘uay 9. 1984.u Ee dieafof AN £:regular heart-
.beat. Be navaer.-had an irregular. heareba t’ or any other heart
‘problems’ before March ‘30, 1981. Thes hoating upset him so

much that he: could: haraly bear xt. “He suﬁfered 8O- much in the

élaat threa years.

He was a proud American - proud :

country, and this pride he pamsged ‘down’ to”hia children. I
have been a :federal employee in the U.8. District Court in
Claevaland, tho, for the past ten years,

We are very proud of ny Dad and the part he played in hiatory.
I know that if he had to & it again, he would do the same
thing in a minute because it was the right thing to do. He

‘reacted in a split second, and because of it, no one was

killed. Ea was never publicly acknowledged for this, and he
naver knew why.

P i L B
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My Dad may have changed the course of history by preventing
the assassination of the President of the United 8tates
elected in a zerc year. This, however, is for history to
judge. I do not want father's name to be lost in the shuf-
fle of history, and I einceraly hope that you do samething to
prevent thia.“~ o
l

‘Hr. President,xmy Dad was. vary pleased and honored koo have met
{gu .in.Chicado :in Séptember,-1981, and to have beeninvited to

e White Housa by one of your aides. forlunch 'in: April; 1982,
:ara-a-busy-man land that: you have’world bur-
ﬂcwever, ‘you -geaemed 80 ongerned -when he
‘but ‘gince his death’ ave not heard
alp but wonder why ki

- We. dorrealizqf
.. .dens t0 ‘consider
was .in the: hospitaliﬁ
‘anything.f We can't

t »youraezf aea" th:.s 1eete:_,
Eﬂd it. '

“af,ié"f*iiﬁ’e;aaéa- Batinett

10844 Bruanick Road
- Garfield Beigbts, _.Ohio 44125
(216) 581—0555
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May 14, 1984

Mrs. Jo Ann Antenucci

5387 East 11llth Street

Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125

Nancy and I send our condolences on Mr. Antenucci's
death. May Our Lord console you with His peace and

warm memories of your life together. Our thoughts and

prayers are with ybu. With our deep sympathy,

RONALD REAGAN

Anne Higgins
456-7610

RR:AVH - XG5:nps

bQSi\\iiiiNiiiEEz:figis. Affs.
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B Wlnifed Hiafes Henale

;'/ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

July 13, 1984

The Honorable M. B. Oglesby
The White House '
Congressional Liaison

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. Oglesby:

I have been contacted by one of my constituents, Marie
Antenucci Bennett, regarding her late fathers role in subduing
John Hinckley when he attacked the President in 1981.

Mrs. Bennett feels very strongly that certain promises
were made to her father during his hospital stay (he suffered
an irregular heart beat and high blood pressure after helping
subdue Hinckley) and that these promises were never kept. All
of this was explained in a letter from Mrs. Bennett to the
President dated June 14, 1984. Mrs. Bennett has since called
the White House on several occasions regarding her letter because
she feels very emotional about her father and the lack of com-
passion she and her family are receiving from the President.

I would appreciate it if this matter could be thoroughly
reviewed and a written report sent to my office as soon as

feasible.

Thank you for your prompt attention this matter.

Sincerely

John Glenn
United States Senator

JG/ds
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¥y Dad- diadhon Hay 9: 1984.; '
‘heat. Bae naver had an. irragular’ bearéb at” or ‘any other haart
‘problems’ bafore ‘March 30, 1981.: . Theis
much that he: could‘hardly baa: Lt;;a
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He was a proud American —— proud
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President Ronald W. Reagan
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave,-
Wasnlngton, D. C.‘20500

Deat Hr. Presidenty; ;;~_

My Dad waa Altred Antenucai”;; G
Hinckley:on’ March 30, 1981... The' néztiaay. when: e w
Gaorgatown: Universityﬁ&qs ital; ha was visited by ac
nember’ and agtaff membérJOr ‘tha Whitekﬁouse.q.ﬂe.was promised
at .that me that: hia“bedical billg® and family axpenses would

ba paid.” As offthis aate;” mi .patenta-hayves ‘paid:§287000; T0071in
8

Ty B

BVATE diTact-“ranult of the

ot EOme-
,,,,, “When hé~aaw. tha othara: 'involved that day- get 'bonuszas,
ha wondered ‘Why he naver received:-anything.: He never wanted

d Ln"gocd,faxth.

anything i£>it daid: not*ccme Ercm“the_heatt

B

| He was:pronisedfan anitation touthe tht _Housa_.to have ‘his-

picture.taken ‘with you:and our family  WAlCh™ included my Dad,

- m 5y Mom; my’Brother and h{s’ family, and my daughtar 'and myself.
a

t was tha cnly thing he” avar wantad ‘ino" recognition of his

' ne:oisn. < Be ‘was® promised nany ‘other’ things that are; too .. .

. numerous tcfmanticn;

aehouldibeqfulfil;ggg_ Whan: you take “EQmeone - aty thelthuord, you
: lse B '

’“Bowevar, when" promises axe: m&def they

Ea?cften wcndezedfwhy tbay

Ee died of an krregular heart-

a
‘hocting upeet hinm so
‘suﬁfarad 8O much in the
i v e Sav ""‘,ﬁs '
fﬁf%e qusiﬁenﬁazhd his
country, and this pride he paesed down to his children. I
have bsen a federal employee in the U.S. District Court in

Clavalanag, Ohxo, for the past ten years,

We are very prouﬁ of my Dad and the part he played in history.
I know that if he had to do it again, he would do the same
thing in a minute because it was the right thing to do. He

"reacted in a split second, and because of lt, no one was

killed. BHa vas never publicly zoknowledged for this, and he
nevar kxnaw +hy.
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Hy Dad may have changed the course of history by praventing
the assxasination of the President of the Onited States
elected in a zero year. This, however, is for history to
judge. I do not want my father's name to be lost in the shuf-
fle of history, and I = ncerely hope that you do scmething to
prevent thia.",¢- -

_Hr. President, my Dad was. very pleased and honored to have met

{gu .in.Chicagdo:in September, 1981, and to-.havs been'invited to

- the White’ Houae=by ‘one of your’ aidas for: lunch An: April; 1982,
«_f@;we 40" realize you::

'-T;,;dens £0. ‘consider.

' .was _in tha’

:araa busy-man |and ‘that: you havelworld bur-
Bowevar, ycu aeemed sp”concerned wﬁ*n he
.';' h
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White House’s
‘regrets’ stun kin
of shooting hero

By MAIRY JAYN WOGE
STAFF WRITER

A White House spokesman said yes-
terday any misunderstandings with
the late Albert A. Antenucci, who
tackled the president’s would-be
assassin in 1981, and his family were
regretted.

The family said last night they were
shocked at the White House response
to a Plain Dealer story that detailed
their efforts to get recognition for
Antenucci for saving the life of Presi-
dent Reagan. ;"

Maria Bennett, Antenucci’s daugh-
ter, said she and her mother, JoAnn
Antenucci, believed the response
“misses the entire point of the PD
story.” It was published Sunday.

Antenucci, a carpenter union offi-
cial, punched and jumped on John W.
Hinckley Jr. when Hinckley began fir-
ing at President Reagan in front of a
Washington hotel March 30, 1981.

Antenucci had heart palpitations
after the encounter and was taken to
Georgetown University Hospital.

He died of the ailment in May 1984.

According to interviews with Anten-

Reperis, uﬁ?{'%:&?%.’.' 1 At

ucci's daughter, and his son, Dominic
A. Antenucci, promises made by a
cabinet member and presidential
aides to Antenucci were unmet and
recognition for his deed was withheld.

The promises included a luncheon
with Reagan at the White House, pay-
ment of travel bilis for the family
while Antenucci was hospitalized in
Georgetown and payment of Anten-
ucci's hospital bills.

A copy of the story was delivered to
the White House with a request for a
response. Assistant Press Secretary
Mark Weinberg issued the following
statement: :

“The president communicated his
appreciation to Mr. Antennuci on sev-
eral occasions, including by telephone
and by letter. He sympathizes with the
family’s loss.

“At the president’s direction, mem-
bers of the White House staff looked
into whether it would be possible for
federal funds to be used for reim-
bursement of some of the expenses
(the family) bore during Mr. Anten-
ucci’s illness. Unfortunately, federal
funds are not available for that pur-
pose, and it was suggested that the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14-A

‘Hero’s kin

W FROM PAGE 1-A

Antenucci family contact the James
Brady Presidential Foundation to see
if funds might be available through
that organization.

“If there are any misunderstand-
ings, we naturally regret them.”

“The president probably did not
even read the article,” Bennett said.
“He is not that insensitive. All we
want is recognition for my father.”




