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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press 5¢ ‘retary

For Immediate Release _‘ . March 30, 1981

PRESS BRIEFING BY
VICE PRESIDENT BUSH, LARRY SPEAKES, DAVID GERGEN

Press Briefing Room

8:20 P.M. EST

MR. SPEAKES: The Vice President will be in the Briefing
Room shortly. For your information, the Vice President landed at
Andrews at 6:30. He came to the Situation Room at 7:00 which he presided
‘over a meeting of some members of the Cabinet. He will make a brief
statement and will not take guestions, but I will follow and take some
guestions.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I have a very brief statement
that I'd like to read.I am deeply heartened by Dr. O'Leary's report
on the Prasident's condition, ;that he has emerged from this experience with
flying colors and with' the most optimistic prospects for a complete
recovery. -I can reinsure this nation and the watching world that the
American government is functioning fully and effectively. We've had
full and complete communication throughoui: the day and the officers of
the federal government have been fulfilling their obligations with
skill and with care. I know I speak on behalf of the President and
his family when I say that we are very grateful to all -- the many people
from across this country who've expressed their concern - at this act
of violence and finally, let me add our profound concern on behalf of
two brave law enforcement officers who served--to protect the President
and then, of course, for a friend of everybody here, dedicated public
servant, Jim Brady. We're going to watch their progress with all our
prayers and with all our hopes.

Now, I'm going to walk over and speak briefly o Mrs. Reagan
who's returned to the residence. Thank you all very much.

0 Larry, who was in the Situation Room?

MR. SPEAKES: Let me go over what I know to be the situation
as I saw it here. As I said, the Vice President arrived in the Situation --
at Andrews at 6:30. He came to the Situation Room at 7:00, was present
in that meeting and this cdoes not necessarily mean the order, but it's
more or less the way they were sitting at the table. The Vice President,
of course, Ed Meese, Richard Allen, Secretary Lewis, Attorney General
Smith, Secretary Weinberg, Secretary Regan, Admiral Murphy of the Vice
President's staff, Jim Baker, the White House Chief of Staff, and Secretary
Haig. Also Secretary Block, Secretary Baldrige,- Secretary Watt and CIA
Director Casey. In addition, there were other staff members present such
as Martin Allin, David Gergen, and Max Friedersdorf and Fred Fielding.

The meeting continued for about 30 minutes. At which time
the medical press conference from the hospital came on the television and
we watched that basically to its conclusion and the Vice President then
went to his office, drafted the statement and came here. Mrs. ‘'Reagan has
returned from the hospital as the Vice President said and he's now going
over to visit with her.

As far as tomorrow, we will basically continue with the
chedule as the President had »lanned. There is a plan for a brief meeting
f the Cabine:z. A plan for a brief meeting with the Congressional
eadership and then a continue with the schedule which includes a meeting
né a working luncheon with the Prime Minister of the Netherlands.
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Q -- working luncheon?
MR. SPEAKES: The Vice President.

Q During the meeting in the Situation Room, what subjects
were discussed?~ '

MR. SPEAKES: I really don't want to go into that, except
to say that the general situation was discussed. The Vice President
received the very,; latest information on the President. Jim Baker and
Ed Meese had been at the hospital and they returned some time earlier.
So, they were up to the minute.

Q Larry, was the gquestion of Poland discussed?
MR. SPEAKES: I'm just not going into the subject matter --

Q Larrxy, has the President turned over control or
authority to the Vice President?

Q What was the gquestion?

MR.SPEAKES: Has the President turned over control or
authority to the Vice President? There has been no cause for that to
take place.

Q The President will be under sedation until tomorrow
morning. Can't we assume that the Vice President would have
to be able to take charge in that case, Larry?

MR. SPEAKES: Well, there is, for your information, an
automatic assumption of command authority that requires no steps be
taken. It goes first on the Vice President and second on the Secretary
of Defense. '

Q Why did the Vice President wait six hours to reassure
the country that things were under control?

Q Doesn't it go to the Speaker?
MR. SPEAKES: Question about --

Q Larry,please answer this. How come it goes to the
Secretary of Defense?

MR. SPEAKES: Let me get started here so you can understand
it. There is a succession. That goes from the President to the Vice
President, to the Speaker, to the President Pro Tem There is
another one called the command authority which is an automatic assumption
and that's the only thing that happened at this time.

Q What is the line up in the automatic assumption, then?
What is that?

MR. SPEAKES: I just gave it to you. The Vice President and
the Secretaryv of Defense.

Q Larry, what triggers that?
Q Not the Secretary of State? Secretary of Defense?
MR. SPEAKES I+t is an automatic assumption.

Q

+ha YVice President have hilis workin
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MR. SPEAKES: I would assume the Vice President would
remain in his office in the West Wing as he operates --

Q Larry, who is the Commander in Chief tonight at this
hour?

MR. SPEAKES: Certainly the President is the Commander
in Chief. If any actions are required, I'm sure that it will be taken
by the appropriate official in the government.

Q Larry, why did the Vice President wait six hours to
reassure the country that everything was under control?

MR. SPEAKES: The Vice President came directly back to
Washington, as I understand it. There was a 30-minute meeting and then
it's been followed by less than an hour after the conclusion of that
meeting that the Vice President made the statement. I think we were
constantly reassuring the nation through Secretary Haig and through the
statement that we could make here at the time. We were all awaiting the
outcome of the surgery and we were confident throughout it and the
reports, as the Vice President said, have been excellent and that's --

Q Then why reassure us with Haig rather than the
Vice President?

MR. SPEAKES: Yes?

Q Larry, then what you just said about the succession
of command authority, Haig was completely wrong when he thought he was
in command here when Weinberger-was in the building?

MR. SPEAKES: The Vice President was in the Situation Room,
the President's Chief of Staff and the Counsel of Mr. Meese and Mr.
Baker were at the hospital. They were confering with Secretary Haig.
Secretary Haig talked to them and offered to be helpful. He was in
charge of the situation in the Situation Room and that's basically it.

Q Larry, when you talk about command authority, are
you talking about what specifically? Military command? Specifically
what?

MR. SPEAKES: Yes.

Q But can you say that Vice President Bush is now
the Acting President of the United States?

MR. SPEAKES: ©No. There is no move --

Q Larry, what triggers the command authority?
MR.SPEAKES: It's automatic.

Q I mean, upon what conditions?

Q How is Jim Brady?

Q Does Haig still make anv foreign oclic

Q How's the condition of Jim Brady, now?"

Q Could it be set oIf by anesthesia, Ior example?

1R. SPEAKEZS: % was =y understanding from the legal pegpls
—rnz2t 1t's an automatic situation




MR. SPEAKES: You aren't letting me finish my answers.
It's an automatic situation aqd if there's a need to act, there is a
capacity to act here. And I don't think it needs any. further explanation.

Q Larry, how is Jim Brady?

MR. SPEAKES: You saw the television reports and that's
the latest we've heard.

Q What about foreign policy? 1Is Haig still handling
that?

MR. SPEAKES: The situation is the same as it has been
before the incident and after the incident.

Q Larry, may I follow up on my question? What conditions
however set off the automatic assumption of authority that you're speaking
of?

MR. SPEAKES: I can't address that specifically.
Q Does it have to be a declaration of incapacity?
MR. SPEAKES: No. There does not have to be a declaration.

Q Has it been assumed, is this trigger -- are we in
that process now with the Vice President?

MR. SPEAKES: It isn't.If need be, it could be. But there's
been no need for that.

Q Could you explain --
Q To respond to a military threat, Larry?

MR. SPEAKES: You're putting words into my mouth and I'm
not going to accept it. If there's a need for the Vice President to
assume command authority,he will.

Q Larry, -- this interval -- Secretary Haig was here.
Secretary Weinberger was in the White House in the Situation Room at
that time. ©Now, under this automatic assumption, goes from the Vice
President to the Secretary of Defense. How did it happen that Secretary
Haig said he would be charged until --

MR. SPEAKES: Let me make a statement and hopefully I'll
cut off this line of questioning. The President's staff was at the
hospital. They were talking to the President. Secretary Haig was in the
Situation Room and they were talking to Secretary Haig and Secretary
Weinberger who were there. We have just come through a very serious
situation as far as the President's concern. We have come through with
a very optimistic outcome. It think that's the important thing to
dwell on. I can assure you that there were no problems with succession
and there were not problems with command authority. And, frankly, that's
all I'm going to say on it.

Q Larry, could you tell us --

Q Who asked Haig to come down here, Larry? Larry, who
asked Haig to come down to brief us?

MR. SPEAKES: I'm just not going to discuss it any more.
I think everything is obvious.

Q Did he mispeak himself when he said he was in command
of the White House?
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MR. SFEAKES: I'm just not going to discuss it any more.

I've made a statement. I think you're looking here when you should be
looking here.

Q Larry, can you tell us why it took -- the President
came out of surgery at 6:20. The briefing at the hospital wasn't
until 7:30. Can you tell us why no where in the White House command

structure could assure the nation that the President had survived surgery
and that he was all right?

MR. SPEAKES: Not having been there, I don't know the
situation at the hospital. I know that once the Vice President was here
that he moved very expeditously.

, Q What's the crisis management system that's been so
talked about. Was that invoked today?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know in a formal sense, but there
was no problem with what was going on --

Q So, what assembled in that room was not his crisis
management team? Is was just the Cabinet --

MR. SPEAKES: It's my judgement that it was most of the
Cabinet who happened -- who was in town at this time.

Q Larry, on the automatic assumption -- after you get
througn with the Vice President and Weinberger, then what happens? Does
anybody else --

MR. SPEAKES: Sarah, I don't know the specifics on that.
I'm sure a legal person can tell you that.

Q Larry, did the Attorney General either provide or
was he asked to give an oral opinion during that 30-minute meeting on
the formal constitutional succession particularly the incapacitation
provision?

MR.SPEAKES: I just don't want to go into the details of
the meeting.

Q Haig says the crisis management is in effect and you
say not? So, there is a contradiction there.

MR. SPEAKES: No, there's not a contradiction.

0 Larry, how long does -- how long cdoes the Vice President
have this -- holds much of this command authority?

Q Until tomorrow morning?

MR.SPEAKES: It is not a thing that is -- it's an assumption.

Q I understandc.

MR. SPEAKXES: It's not a thing that reguires an act.
It is just if the need arises -- there is an autherity that moves
automatically.

Q For how long if the need arises? Tomorrow morning when
the President will presumably be free oI the effects ci --

MR. SPEAKES: We'll just have to cross that bridge when
e o2t to it

Q Where is =ne man with the nlack mag? g he with
the President or is he with the Vice President?




MR. SPEAKES: Well, I can assure that -- I don't want to
discuss that. Because, of course, we don't discuss security matters of
this type, but I can assure you there were certainly no problems in that
direct capacity. )

. Q Larry, is the Vice President going to spend the
night at the White House? Or at his own residence?

MR. SPEAKES: I trust he'll go to his residence.

Q Are they stuffing up security protection on everyone
more?

MR. SPEAKES: I won't comment on security.

Q Larry, was there any consideration of invoking
the disability provisions of the 25th Amendment?

; MR. SPEAKES: There has been no need for it nor any cause
for it because the information we're receiving was optimistic almost from
the first, so there has been no need for it.

Q --Bush was advised of the --

Q L wonder, if there has been made a check of the
background of the assailant of the President to see where that --

MR. SPEAKES: Can I have the question again?

Q This is an act of terrorism against the President
of the United States. I wonder if there has been a check of the background
of this gentleman to see where that kind --

MR. SPEAKES: I have your question. I think anything, you
know, discussing the background of the individual who is in custody should
come from the Justice Department.

Q Is there any reason to think anybody else was involved,
Larry?

MR. SPEAKES: That kind of information, law enforcement
information, should come from the Justice Department.

Q Could you tell us when Bush was advised of the shooting?
Where he was and what he did immediately thereafter?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't have the timetable, but the White House
staff and the Situation Room were in full contact with the Vice President
during the entire period and Mr. Meese and Mr. Baker talked with him in
route to Washington while he was .airbound.

0 When didn't Meese and Baker become aware that the
President had, indeed, been shot? Was that Deaver's call over here?

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. I presume -- yes. They -- I went to
the hospital with both of them and with Lyn and -- ’

Q What? About 2:40 roughly?

Q Larry, could you describe what you saw when you got
there at the hospital?

MR. SPEAKES: Well, I think you've had -- Lyn and I were side-
by-side through that and I think you've had it from Lyn except the note that
the President was in the emergency room.

MORE




He was transported to the operating room, and
that is about the extent of it.

Q Why was he not carried inside, Larry?
MR. SPEAKES: Carried inside of --

Q Why did he walk into the hospital? Wasn't that rather
dangerous when he was shot?

MR. SPEAKES: I think he was --
Q Was he being offered the stretcher?

MR. SPEAKES: Well, I was not there, so I really do not
want to go into it. .

Q Larry, has anyone spoken to the President since the
operation or is he able to talk?

MR. SPEAKES: Mrs. Reacan has visited with him. I don't
know whether she has spoken with him.

Q Larry, was there a decision made to delay for maybe ten
or fifteen minutes the announcement that the President had been shot
to give time to inform either Mrs. Reagan or the Vice President? There
seems to be a time gap there between the time that you people heard that
he had been shot and the time that the rest of the world heard about it.

MR. SPEAKES: Well, I think that we moved as quickly as we
could with accurate information.

Q But did you say, "Well, let's first tell the Vice Pre-
sident and then we will make the announcement"?

MR. SPEAKES: I am not priviledged to know what was going
on because I was in one place and things were going in another place.
I don't know of any purpose of delaying for notification. Let me clear
up -- to be absolutely certain that you understand this command of author-
ity. Early in the afternoon Haig was informally helping to coordinate
activities in the Situation Room throuah recular communications with the
Baker, Meese, and the Vice President. The command authority is simply
an agreement whereby 1f the President is temporarily unavailable, then
the Vice President has command authoritv. It is not a constitutional
delegation and no formal declaration is required.

Q Was this operative under the Carter and before that
administrations or is this scmethinc new?

MR. SPEAKES: I do not know.

0 Where did this exist?

MR. GERGEN: This i1s not an agresement.

0 Well, when &id it oricinate?

MR. SPEAXES: We will cet the lecgals.

Q How long do vcu axpect the President to be unavailable?

MCRE



Q Is that what happens? The Vice President decides
that he needs command authority and he takes it?

MR. SPEAKES: As I say, we will get the 1legal end of it

for you.

MR. GERGEN: It is clearly not statutory.

Q If it is not statutory then how did it get to be in
effect?

Q Shh. Let him finish.

MR. GERGEN: There are arrangements which I think that are--
conferring with the attorneys on this matter, I think that the --
frankly we have not been spending the whole afternoon researching the
law and the Constitution.

Q Well, you should have been.

MR. GERGEN: Well, our concerns were with the President's
health and we thought that the arrangements were working rather smoothly
in here, frankly, and I think that there will come a time that we can
give you more information on this. It is my understanding, in confering
with the President's counsel, that this command authority is nonstatuatory.
There is an arrangement whereby in the event that the President is not
available, say under sedation as he has been this afternoon, that the
command authority resides with the Vice President.

But I think the thing to be -- aside from the fact that all
of us taliz heart from the President's progress and prognosis -- I think
the thing that I would raise and press upon you is the fact that this
administration pulled together and there was a very smooth operation.
Frankly, it was fairly informal.

Q We are a nation of laws, are we not?

- MR. GERGEN: That is correct. But I wouldn't -- I cannot
describe:for you because I am not exactly .sure how these arrangements
work. The more important thing was that people gathered here spontan-
eously. They came because of the situation that we were in. And the
Vice President was in contact and the Chief of Staff and Mr. Meese and
others were in complete contact and we, frankly, did not spend a creat
deal of time sorting through the statutory book and that sort of thing.
Fred Fielding, the lawver, was there constantly and the Attorney General
was there. But as to describing these arrangements in great detail --

Q The Justice Department was supposed to have sent things
over. Why didn't they --

MR. GERGEN: The Justice Department was here. I don't think
that we are equipped tonight to describe this for you. We reallyv didn't
come out here to talk about the law and the Constitution, frankly, and
I think that that is a subject --

Q well, sir, if it is there, you ought to be able to £ind
it in a few seconds.

MR. GERGEN: This is a subject that we can address in crea
il at an appropriate time, if you don't mind. e
to l2t +the Vice President make a statemsnt.
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MR. GERGEN: Well, I think that you have asked that ques-
tion as to whether it had military aspects in it, and I think that you
got an answer on that.

Q Could you tell us who gave Haig the authority to
come and talk to the administration?

MR. GERGEN: Frankly, we were all very appreciative that
he was here.

Q Was it Meese and Baker?

_ MR. GERGEN: He was here before Jim and I went over. He
was here in the building.

Q Did they ask him to come and show that there was
someone in charge?

MR. GERGEN: ©No, he came here. I am not sure what the
information flow was, but frankly, a lot of people came here spontan-
eously and some may have been called. But frankly most people showed up
spontaneously.

Q Did Haig talk to Bush on the plane?
MR. GERGEN: I do not know the answer to that.

Q What precautions are being taken that Haig is not
going to try a coup d'tat?

MR. GERGEN: I think that we have exhausted --
Q Will there be further briefings?

Q Are there any plans yet for the recuperation? Anything
said about --

MR. SPEAKES: WE are Jjust not that far along. The house-
keeping situation -- I think, if it suits you, we will remain open through
the night. We will staff here. I would anticipate a regular briefing
at some time during the day tomorrow as soon as,we see how we are cleared
to do it. Hopefully we can do it around noon. £yn has made an announce-
ment,I understand, about an 8:30 briefing --

Q 8:30?

Q 8:30 in Room 450. Will that bg cancelled?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know. Was that a medical briefing?

MR. GERGEN: Yes, he said that he would bring doctors over.
We are going to work on that tonight and we will try to cet an advisory

out tonight on that.

Q Larry, will be photo coverage tomorrow on theé Vice
President's schedule?

MORE




MR. SPEAKES: I.don't know. We'll put the schedule out --

Q Will there be another briefing tonight?

MR. SPEAKES: We will be available tonight but I don't anti-
cipate the need for another formal briefing.

Q What will Mrs. Reagan do, Larry?

END ~ 8:45 P.M.
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LARRY SPEAXES AMI
DR. DEMNIZ 7Z'LEARY AD
AND DR. DANIZL RUGE
Room 430
0lé Execuzfive 0fZice 3uiléing
8:40 A.M. EST
MR. SPEAKRES: e nave with vou Lo answer guestions
this morning, Dr. Dennis C'Leary, +=he Dean for Clinical Affairs at
Georce Washington CUniversity andé Dr. Daniel Ruge, the Vhite
House shysician,aiter which I'll be available to answer cuestions.

DR. O'LEARY: Tha President nacd an excellent
nichz. The endotrachial #zube which was pvlaced in 2his surcerv weas
ramoved at 3:00 this morning. And nhe was moved from the racovazry
IOCm TO a orivate area at about 5:00 this morning. He &id not
get a lot of sleep last nicht, busy night. He maintained =a
constant cdialocuse with the nurses ané cdoctors who were in constant
g-tendance with him, maintaining an excellent sense of humor. I'nm
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sur2 vou'll hearmany of his remarks. My £ vor1-= one is he said,

"IZ I got this much attention in Hollywood, I'd never have lsf:t."

This went cn all night. I had an owmportunity to see him this merning.
He i1z in excellent spirits. All oI his vital signs are entirely
normal. le's on almost no medication and at this ovoint in tire,

ae rsally srobakbly does not requlrE/an intensive level of mediczl
cara. He's doing extremely well.
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a littls bit uncserstandable. Ee hes 2 mild elevation of his temperazurs
arnc o nis whit2 blood couni which would be expected aftsr a liver
inajury. 32ut he otherwise is doing extremely well.

rady is much improved over ais init
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a ccurzle of months until e is fotallv back to ridinc norses.
2 Dr. O'Learv, nhas the Prasident bean using the
telzznone? Has he Zeen 1n contact with the White House, dc vou Xnew?

DR. O'LEARY: Well, there've been a number of oveodle
Zrcm the White House in to see the President.This nmorning he is,
as I say, Zfullv alert, 5oking back and Zorth--

Q Has he been using the telepnone --
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con't believe so.
Q HYow soon do you think the President can carry out

E
Q The guestion?

DR. O'LEARY: Well, the guesticn was, how soon can I put
—1&  President -- Dput in full-time dav That's 2 little bi

- Q What about the chances IZcor post-overative
complicaztions such as pneumonia or --

DR. O'LEARY: At this point in time, I would be
f=)

very surprised to see such complications cdevelop. He is doing
as well as any patient who has had an operation in his chest could

Q Has the President at all asked cr nas he been
told akout the condition of his Press Secretary? )

DR. O'LEARY: ie i1s not aware of the other people who
were shot and injured at this time.

Q Has he asked at all about them?

1 T b g 4 3 i =l - - L -
DR. O'LEARY: He ¢id not ask in myv presence. I can't
. ! - 1 3 <r - - S - = -
say whether he's asked anvone else but he is not aware oI it as
¢I tals merning. Yes?
9] ') - 1~ AV b — - — =, a Dy T San=1! = - GalheTed
) DO Tor, Chulg _OL. Sc’.: TiaT T8 Sfrezsiaent's -2 .L1C
—s,mt mAAS 2 Al : 4 et 3 P = Vool i3 =
sS¢c Tuch and “oking so much, 1s thils normal or is he on scme Xind of
-~ - ~ - 4
nigh? Cr why is he --
E s e A - ~ ! - =% y 1 =~ v - - - = ¥
DR. O'LEARY: Qon' L Snink nae’'s ¢on 2ny nigh and - Sen'sg
2hinXx we zTuf him ktherz on the basis of any 2I nis drucs Za's =z
4 # B A0 - % Lppe— A = . - =1 s . = 3§ s &
J2xvy ouTgoing, very vizal cerson,Ircm what IZ've seen oI nim, =his
18 guize in charac:ter.
- Does +<he Prasiient nzTs Tmuch zeln? What 1s Als
s e B
zgmicr=s lsvel
- = -t la - -~ -— .~ - - —~ - T - - — -
JR. C'LEARY Sne Prasiisent 1s reguiring zlrost -c
s2.n mecdiczazicn oat =21l e I3 4ough I = gccdéd sanse
- N = P R = mmam emmmvm im e e~
< -/Ow-_/_/ e G~ —eaTw T = et e T - = - e -
N e v A Samaca Emmi Tim Raen S R
—— 2 SXELD LERagEe LoE o ks 2 0 B e BRI TEEELC
= = Tas £ S L oememvo S S m e
= zull=as 228 znczr=ed T uEs
—emeravm A 2 mem oz~ —an s e
= - = — o = k" =<
- o o =2 - — ~ = - - - - = -
Fiom s mmd s A et g e S o ey e e




an,

1

v his motor movement on Al
-

1y 11s right side but all
of his speech and mental processes are on the left side.

-~
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vhera was some minimal amount of damage involving the
ieftz side of the brain. In patients like this the spectrum of
zcssible outccmes is very, very wicde. It'd be reallv highlvy
speculative right now to guess at wnat will hapgen to him.

Q Dr. O'Leary, it does seem rather étrange that
vou have not tolé the 2resident of the condition of his own press

secretarxy. Is that a medical decision? Are vou concerned about
Mr. Reagan's reaction?

, DR. O'LEARY: ©No. I think you have to remember the
President has been throuch 2 little bit of an experience himself and
our ceneral experience is that we den't forcefeed information to
2eople. Rather, we responé when theyvy feel readv to deal with an
answer by asking a guestion.
Q In your presence c¢ié he ask any cuestions or

mzke any specific reguests?

DR. QO'LEARY: ©No. I can relate to vou that !ir.
Nofziger related to him that he'd be happv to know that the
government was running normally and he responcded, "What makes vou
think I'd be happy about that?" (Laughter

Q Why do you suppose that he did stay up all night
talking with nurses and doctors?

DR. O'LEAR Well, if you've ever been in a
recovery room or an Lntensive care setting, it's reallv not
very conducive to good sleep because lights are on and there's a
lot of activity and monitors going and people running blood tests
and checking wvital signs. It's not peaceiul sleep. I'm not
urorised he was awake. Most people would have been awake most of
he night. .

F W

) Is he concerned about his own medical condition,
how soon he will recover, that kind of thing?

DR. O'LEARY: No, I don't think he seems anxious &t
aw agu :

all. He's had a faw estions but noth;ng particularly definitive.
I think he's happy with ;ne care ne's getting. He's cetting a lot
of attention from the nursing staif andéd from the coctors.

Q Doctor, are there plans to move him to & military
hosgital and, i1 so, when

DR. O'LEARY: That det=arminaticn has not teen made and
vill be a2 juccment, oI course, cf the family a2né the hite EHouse Stz

®) Doctor, =The President 1s making z2 number of remarx
ancé Jckes 2ut vou sav he has not vet asked azcout the condizion of
his frogs sedratary gf aavbedy else, iI thev'vs besn Hurit is thst
Chatalalob byl o

DR. C'LEARY Thazt's what I salil.

2 Zas thHe Prasifen® askec a2zgut gr Sesn girigds
azcut the zssassinéetlon atzIemgt?




Q What drugs is he on now?

Q Tell us scme more of these quips. Perhaps you
have scme more?

DR. O'LEARY: DPerhaps some of +the others could ralate
=

those to vou. There are gui<=z a number around.

o) Could vou cive us his blooé vressure ané his
rate? ’

-
0]
o
H
ct

DR. O'LEARY His blood pressure has been running

s o8

about 130 over 80, which is totally normal. His pulse rate's about

70. You and I would do well to have such a cood pulse rate. His
temperature's normal.

Q Could you give us an idea as to whether the
President actually knew that he was hit?

DR. O'LEARY: Okay. We did chat a little bit zbout
that this morning. He really did not appreciate that he had been
shot until he was actually in the emergency room itself. As vou
remember, he was pushed down. He thought he might have bruised or
cracked a rib and that was his belief, at least at the time he
entered the emergency room. t was only after he was in the
emercancy room that he realized it.

Q So he didn't experience much pain or discomfort
as a result of the shot itself?

DR. O'LEARY: He knew that he nhad been hurt-in some

fashion because he was experiencing some pain in the chest wall, but

-——p

ne did not eguate that with a bullet wound.

Q Do you know of anv more of his thoughts at the
time that the shots were fired? Did he mention them?

DR. O'LEARY: No, he Zéid nct.

Q Doctor, could you clarify ocne of your earlier
answers? Is the President aware at all that anvbody else is
injered?

DR. O'LEARY: I don't belisve that he is.

Q What kinc of medication is the 2rasident

™ 1 =R J - - -
DR. O'LEARY: Eg 158 recslving ene antiplotic, walca
) 3 P, k! = = - - =t P - -~}

2 rechalosporin, and he will »robebly come oI oI that within the
4 . - ) ¥ - £ i} o e ey - - -
24 ncurs. That's routine czre Ior the patlent anc ne nas &an as-ne

- . — ~ - - .. - | R S . - - - 3 - =i Y P—
cein medication which he isn't neeclng very much, &nc that's L=,
s _ P - y < a
2 vil) &£he Przssident ke able Lo walk azrcund:
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Q Was Mrs., Besgan hers this merningr
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Q Doctor, vecu said it'll be about a week or two
weeks before he will be out of the hospital. Can you give us an
idea wnether he'll be walking soon or exactly what kind of progress
he 1is expected to be making? ‘

would not be surprised to see him up walking around within the next
couple of days. :

DR. O'LEARY: That's a little bit hard to guess, but I

MORE
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: - What is :
the oessibil] of going back to Californiaz to recupe. .e there?

e
[

DR. O'LEARY : He said he really didn'
back there until he could ride a horse.

want to go

) é¢o you explain a person being shot
in the chest, bullets in his- lung and being able to after that
time, walk from the car intd the hospital without somebody
Xnewing that that hadé happened?

Q Doctor, how

DR. O'LEARY: Well, it would seem remarkable to any
of us but I think we've seen things like that before. Onée gets
cuite a surcge of adrenalin under these circumstances and we
do things that we micght not otherwise be able to do if we realized
we'd been shot or coctherwise injured.

_ Q Can you tell us more about Brady's response --
is it to light, is it to pin pricks, is he semi-conscious? EHas
he shown any sign of semi-consciousness?

DR. O'LEARY:
is reflected by virtue of
move his right arm. He
lec. He moves it. He is

moves it.

Well,
his

I think his level of consciousness
responsiveness. Ee is. asked to

He is asked to move his right
clearly receptive to command. He's

obviously not able to talk or to reflect other levels of alertness

until his endotrachia
Q

DR. O'LEARY:
sall ané reactive to lich

Q

Have all

t1bhe comes out.

Eyes open or closed?

His eves are oven and his pupils are
t. Very good sign.

the fragments of the bullet been removed
from Brady's brain? :

DR. O'LEARY: We believe so,that the whole bullet was
removed.

Q You said he could mcve his rignt leg and his
Is he able to move his left leg and his left arm?
any paralysis that has appeared?

DR. O'LEARY: Well, again, we will not be able to assess
that until we get 2 little bit further downstream. The left
sicde 0f the bodv is predominantlyv controlled by the richt side of
the brain, and so we're not surprised if he's going to have a level
impairment, it would probably affect the left side oI the bodv.

Q Dié *the President ask specifically,
"Who was it who shot me?" ané was there an answer civen?

DR. O'LE2RY: Ee £idn't phrase it ip cuits that Zfashion
brt he showed some interest as o who was the cerson in terms cof
nis demcgraphic characteristics and what have vou.

Q And was he zcldé who 1t was?

DR. O'LEARVY: He was simply told zhat it was a voune man
wno came from 2 cocod familv, which was about the exient of it.

.} Zow 414 the Fresident resoond =To that?

2. C'LEARY T ¢22't remenber nls speglilic resvense.
wag Lesizally pomeoormizzal, I ocThink

@ “oer he heve zn IV &2 & gathersrd




DR. O'LEARY: Ee's s+ill on IV +o receive his antibiotic.
That's all.

e. He will probably not

.

Q One more cuestion. Doctor, Mr. Reagan is a 70-year-
0ld man and he received a bullet.Ze didn't feel it,but it was clear
that he was hurt. (Inaudible.)

DR. O'LEARY: I don't think I understand zll of the
guestion. I think that his response to the injury was appropriate.
He perceived that he had pain ané he has really performed through
all of this, as I said yesterday, like a phyvsiologically younc oerson.
His responses have been totally normal.

Q Dr. O'Leary, if vou think it is mecdically wise
to withhold information about the other victims of this shooting,
do you also feel it advisable that official information and problems
be withheld as well for the President's medical benefit?

" DR. O'LEARY: That's not really a judgment for me to
make. That's up to the White Eouse stai:.

Q Well, then from a medical poi t of view, is it in
he President's best interest not to have official stresses at this
oint?

‘U rr

DR. O'LEARY: Yes, I -- again, I think his primary 1
is a phvsical limitation because of what he's been through. But,
he could use a little bit of sleep probably and I'm sure he get ti
in the course of the cday. “e is a very cool-headed man and what mi
be stressiul for vou or me is not necessarily stressiul f£or him.

Q Are there any possible post-operative complications
fcr either the President or Mr. 2racdy such as pneumonia or any
cther things?

DR. O'LEARY: Again, I think the likelihood of complicaiions
for the President is guite, guite small. Mr. Bradyv's had .a serious
injurv. Thers are potentizl ccmplications e hore they won't
cdevelop. We're prepared to cdezal wiih them if they cdic.

Q Are his prospects oI

MCRE
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racovery better todav now? I mean Brady.

DR. O'LEARY: \e believe that he is going to live.
We ars cautiously optimi istic but we have no idea where he's going to
end up.

) Q Who has the President seen this morning and who
will he be seeing today? How many people should he be seeing and
talking to during the day? .

DR. QO'LEARY: Well, we're trying to keep the flow of
people small but obviousl ere are a number of pecple who need to
be in contact with him. He was covered throuch the night by the
director of the intensive care unit and the director of emergencyv
services personally as well as the nursing staff and other staff.
HEe was visited this morning by his surgeons. Dr. Aa*on was in the

hospital through the night. Mr. Nofziger and myself visited with
him this morning. I think Mr. Meese andéd some of the other s+ass
did as well.

So he's handling all of this extremely well.

Q Dr. O'Leary, would you say that the President

will be able to handle the stresses of the presidency right now at
this moment? '

DR. O'LEARY I £hink I've tried o deal with that
think that he is qui

guestion. I uite capable of making decisions,
interacting with pecople. I wouldn't encourage him to put in an
13-nour day, but I am sure that he can attend to the important
matters oI government today.

MR. SPEAXKES: Thank you, Doctor.

I have a couple of items and then I will take vourx
Guestions. This morning Jim Baker, the White House Chief of stafif,
and EE& Meese, the Counselor to the President, and Mike Deaver, the
Assistant to the Presidéent, met at the hospital for breakfast
together. They visited the President for about 10 to 12 minutes
around 7:15. As they went in the President was sitting up. He was
brushing his teeth. They have presented him with the Dairy Bill,
which vou have there, an actual copyv of what he signed. As you kaow,
the Dairy Price Support 3ill had to e signed today in order to ke

effective on the April lsz dacze.

n
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Then one of the guestions he's had, "Will I be able
ch work?" And I think you've heard from the doctor that's
cositive sicgn on that.

to éo ran
a very po

Other than tha%f, I'll accept your guestions for a few

minutes.

' Q Lar*v, can vou tell us what arrangement .-has been
worked out to bring matters to the President's attention, what
édivision of author lty and what division of work has been
workeé out between the senior staff and the President?

MR. SPEAKES: BRasically there is no division of
authority. The President remains the President, of course. The
senior stafZ, the top three senior staff members, have met with him
this morning. I anticipate that the Vice Presicdent will be coinc out
to visit the President today. The Vice President attended the
senior staif (meeting) this morning and his statement there was
that, "We will continue business as usual," that, "I will sit in on
the meetings that the President would have normally attencded and will
act as if he were here." i

Q Was this the deadline for signing this bill?

MR. SPEAKES: Yes.

2 This morning.
MR. SPEAXES: It had to be signed because otherwise
the dairv price supports escalation would co into effect tomorrow.

Q Has the President made any other decisions
aside from signing the bill, things that could be characterized as
sresidential decisions? : -

MR. SPEAXES: I'm not aware of i1t. Jim Baker and
them were with him for 10 minutes or so but that was the immediate
‘ = uired action this morning and he clearly took that,
ng it on his breakfast tray.

H
[{)]
Q

Q Is there a military aide there with him now at
the hospital and is "the £football" there or is it with the Vice

S: Jchn, we'res very careiful about discussing
ls present. As Iar as anv 0I these

ters oI national securiiv which ars

» 29E I GAn assurs you that
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ever any »roblsm with that mat:zer




{ . SPEAKXES: &
We nave the Wnite House phone svstem inst
it is, wherever the Prssident of the Unit
complete communications apparatus.

ed and certainly, as
States is, there's

_ Q Who was the senior staff person with him at this +time?
Ars there peopole there --

: MR. SPEARKZES: VYes, there are people there. There's
a working office there and there will be people from the President's
staif and there will be constant communications.
te House IZormed a recovery place

Q@ Then has the Whi
the President will remain, where he'll

anc worked out where

MR. SPEAKES: No, I don't think we've gotten that

n
0
M
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Q Who's there, Larry? Can vyou tell us
who's coing to be there in that off

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, at the moment, David Fisher 1is
there. I don't know who will work from there later in the dav.
I'm sure Helene Van Damm will be out there later today.

Q Not Meese or Baker or --

MR. SPEAKES: I don't anticipate them being there.
I think thev'll be here.

Q Mr. Speakes, has the President or any of his
senior staff discussed the events of yesterday in terms of the
way +the President left the hotel, whether there should be changes
in the Zfuture, his method of operation?

MR, SPEAKES: Sam, I don't think we've gotten into
the security aspects of it or of those tvpe things. ©No, I haven't
hearé discussion. ' '

Q Well, Larry, how does he think the Secret
Service responded in the circumstances?

MR. SPEAKES: I con't think ne's expressed an opinion
cn that.

Q What 1is the Zfeelinc
in terms of recuperation? The Presicsent said he didn't want to
co o California until he could ricde a Forse. 3ut clearly he
must be édecing some plans --

MR. SPEZ2ZXEIS: Sure, I cen't think we'wve covered that
vith him. We're grocressing dayv bv dav. So, I cdon': thiak we've
gcoveras specifically what happens nexz

o) Larrvy, tHe would be assassined Silred from, in
gZZfzct, the cover oI newsmen. In other werds, ne was in tha:

SgCt in =he pool arez, all righ=? That mazkes me wonder whether

or ncE, there, first o ail, is thers a cartzin amouns ci bittsrness
cn the pars of the Wnikte Eouss as T2 &LCW ClosSe the press can

ge<- =2 =he Presidenz, whezther vou intendéd now To aitgemot T©O Sut meors
ras<rig=icns on cur Tcvement, whezther tals will zDe 1o any way used
B3 &% £XARS s 28 L5 Row zlosSE The @zssassin cznm ogat Dy working among
~ne newsmen?
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4 , SPZAKES: Well, I heard no discussic.. of that.

Q Larry, were you able to find out if, in fact,
the decision was made to withhold announcement of the fact that
the Presicdent was shot to give somebody a chance to notify Bush
or Mrs. Reagan or to do anvthing else?

MR. SPEAKES: I think our only consideration is that
we move with factual information and we moved as gquickly as we
had'the complete facts. I didn't hear of any discussion of delaying
anything for any notification process. Yes, Bruce?

Q Will Bush continue to pick up the President's

schedule for the
MR.

he will. As the

duration of his hospital stay?

SPEAKES: Well, for the next
Vice Presicdent said, he'll si

few days,
t in where

I'm sure
the Presicdent

[

was supposed to sit in.

Q

MR.

Q

MR.

Illinois is not on.

How much has the President's schedule been cancelled?

SPEAKES: -=

Helen
I mean travel ané so forth.

SPEAKES: Well,

(Laughter.)

the
not

clearly,
We have

trip to Springfield,
made a decision about

the Cincinnati trip which is announced, but you can certainly draw

vour own conclusions about what we'

Q.

MR.
discussed.

Q

d be able to cdo about that.

How about +the border

SPEAKZS: I just don't know. That hasn't been

What items has Mr. Block brought before the

President this morning by =--

SPEAKES:

— . . . . v
MR. The Dairy Bill is the one I'm aware
= 1. ) e P
0f. There could have been others. 3But that was the one requiring
his immediate attention.
= v ] - - .
Q Larrv, as far as you know, N0 one was celinlitively
. : % A - X -3 7 < 4 ES, -
ewars that the Preslidcent was shot until e was 11 tle emergency
reom?
- - . ; . e . P ow =
MR. SPEAXZIS: Well, as vou heaxd, the Presicent himsell
WaS not aware --
T A = Dy o=Se ke - M 1% 1 - - -
Q Dic =he Presicent on nis own walx 1nto tne -
- . - m—— S 3 b Y e e 7 - 5 . .= - 3 =
in was he allowed to walk into the hostiizl when ne was wounced?
—— ey 1 - 2 & L | e
MR, EPEAEES: Jou've had the coctor. I wasn't zresent
sc I can't rsallv accress tohac. .
Q Lerry, how was the decisicon made 20 gC L0 ke
~cE8piTal? The CE» iRicizlily heazded down Conpectictt Avenus -==
=han diverted, Can wou kell us anything about taa:
MR, SPIZFZZ: I can'st za2édrsss haz, Hal Z gusass
=ha- wonld be bevwsr Z2r tHe Becfet S&FVLEE L B4frEsSE, LABLIR
T Zamts Raes +hs marsigilErs oo whe LomedliTe mIvVerNsnis
b _zrrt, L1z zThers anv 2MSoE2N&TICn 23 I NCW TNLSE
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ssassin got so close to the President, in what they call a secure
rea. Somebody said that there was the media and a few others
wno were considered well wishers. Usually it is the people with

the Wnite House clearance,who have a White House pass, are given
a orior hassle,and if people are there -- just float in?

fu
n

fu

AR. SPEZAKES: No, I'm not in a position to discuss
the security matters of what was happening there. I'm sure that

Q Is there any encuiry under way to detarmine the

Zacts of this other than what the Secret Service would normally
do and FBI,ané in terms of the White House itself?

MR. SPEAKES: 1I'm not aware of any.

Q Larry, are there any other plans to tell the
“resicdent about the chance of the others or are you waiting for
the acdvice oI doctors?

MR. SPEAKRES: I would judge we're waiting the advice

of the doctor.

. Q Larry, the meetings that Bush is going to sit
in, that normally would be chaired by the President, are thev
‘now going to be discussion meetings or action meetings? And if
action is taken at these meetincs, will the Vice President have
decision-making power? '

MORE




MR. SPEAKZIS: The President will make all the decisions,

if a decision has ke made at this meeting
e to & call to the hospital?

_ MR, SPEAXES: Well, I con't know the mechanism but

I can assure you that whatever decisions are recuired the President
will nake them and he'll certainly be consulting with the Vice
Presicent and they will meet tocav.

Q Will the Secretary of State be in the Situation
Room all day tocday, do vou know?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know the Secretary of State's
schecule.

Q Will the crisis management croup or the same
group or something like that be in the situation room today?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know that they will assemble i

Q La

rry, to follow up on that, was the President
advised of Secretary Haig's efforts at crisis management yesterdav?
MR. SPEAKES: I don't know that that's been transmitted

t0 the Presicent.

Q Larry, what's the purpose of the Cabinet meetinc
toccay and the meeting with congressional leaders? Is this a2 normal
meating or is this to assure them as a result of the shooting?

MR. SPEAK
'ost o0f them weare hne
remainder of them in th

S: No, we wanted to bring the Cabinet in.
estercay but they te
t are in town to give them an update on

b < A 1 y 3 EN ~1 Y = - Y <
the Presicdent's situation and to cdiscuss whatever other matters thev
mav have on their mind.
The meetri rith the Republi ] ars W b o 2 e ] i
The meeting with the Republican leacders was schedulecd.
The meeting with the congressional leaders was & Republican leacdership
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meeting which, of course, has been exgpanded to include a bipartisan
ot adaibhe)
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2 Larrv, is 1t zwrue thet the President's sicnaturs
that vou've given us here cn this bill to show his ZIirst act since
2 < - — - —~—— ! i a - - = -
the iscident is not his norme. signeature; that 1t coes reflszct 2
Al - . o 'A’
waakzned man who's in the hoscitalr’
MR. SPEAXEZS: I wouldn't acrese wiith that at ail.
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9 Larry, are there any othar staif members staving
in the hospital and is there going to be a prass room in the hospit

MR, SPEARKEZS: I ‘think we've closed our press oae*a ion
cdown and evervthing will come freom here, although there will be
members of the President's immediate stafi there. )

' Q Larry, that's not the President's normal
signature. Is it? It's not like that. I mean have vou looked
at 1t? It's a little wobbly. ’

MR. SPEAXES: I will let you be the handwriting
experts todayv.

Q Larry, could you clarify the command authority
arrancement that vou described yesterday, whether that is a
carrv-over from past administrations or whether that's a standing
order for this administration?

MR. SPEAXES: I think every administration estzblishes
ik

Q Was it different? Was it the same one?

MR. SPEAXES: I don't know.

Q  Larry, in the Situation Rocm vesterday,'righ
aZter this haprened, can you tell us was there any conifusion about
that order?

MR. SPEAXES: No confusion whatsocever. -

Q Who was in that room and who made the cdecision

ané who pullsé out the documents?

MR. SPEAKES: Sure. I did account for you vesterdcav
who was in it. I don't have my list here but that's avdilabls.
It was a cooperative effort completely. There was an orven line from
the President's senior staff who were talking with the President,
an open line from the hespital to the Situation Room. Both the
hospital and the Situation Rocm were in contact with the Vice
Presicdent.

N\ —mawesaQ a1l 1. - - T o= - 4 ¥
MR, SPZAKZS: Well, I'm not sure. I was in the
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MR. SPEAKES: 1I'm sure there was sorle contact with
Speaker O0'Neill, but not anvthing specific.

Q Who was asking for those assurances? What allies
were expressing concern about authority. over the government?

) MR. SPEAKES: I don't think anybody had asked Zor any.
Let me tzke one more guestion so we can get over to those meetings.

. Larry, if the President didn't know he was injured
until he got to the hospital, why did he go to the hospital?

MR. SPEAXES: He knew he was injured.

_ , Q Is the White House under crisis management right
now, todav?

MR. SPEAKES: I think the White House is operating
very normally. As close to normal --

Q Will you hold a briefing this afternoon or noon? -

MR. SPEAKES: Why don't I try to get out maybe after
12:00, 1:00 or 2:00 just to take what guestions --

Q Here?
MR. SPEAKES: ©No, I'll do it in the briefing room.

END Ds¢l2 A.M. EST
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MR. BAKER: I have a couple matters that I want to
cover. We are on the record. First of all, there was some report
that the President had not inquired about the health of others
who were with him. Last night, and I can't pinpoint the exact
time for you, he inquired about the one person that he saw on the
ground before the car pulled out, that he thought was a Secret
Service agent. And he was given an answer that I cannot -- that I
do not have. I mean I don't know what the answer was but he did make
the inquiry.

Perhaps more importantly, he was told this morning at
12:16 -- I mean this afternoon at 12:16 by Dr. Ruge about Jim Brady
and about the extent and nature of the injuries to the other two
people. Dr. Ruge told him that the reason he didn't tell him last
night or early this morning was because of the tube that would
have prevented =--

Q What was that?

MR. BAKER: The tubes in his nose and mouth that would
have prevented him from talking about it. He has slept a fair bit
since we were there this morning.

Q What was his reaction when he was told?

MR. BAKER: Yes, I'll get back to that. Since we
were there this morning. His reaction when told by Dr. Ruge was,
I think he said, "Oh, damn. .Oh, damn," and his eyes welled up with
tears. He then asked, "Did it go into the brain?" And was told
‘that it did. He said, "Oh, dear. What is the prognosis?" He was
told that there might be some weakness on the left side. Mrs.
Reagan, who was in the room, then told him that last night that
many people didn't think that Jim was going to make it at all, and
his response to that was, "Oh, dear, we must pray," or something
like that.

He then asked about the agent, once again about the
agent. He was told that he was fine, recovering. He then was told
by Dr. Ruge about the policeman and he said, "That means four
bullets hit. Good Lord."

Now, turning to the activities of yesterday, I'd
like to suggest that the activities that took place in the
hospital, here in the Situation Room, and on the Vice President's
plane, reflected a spirit of cooperation and dedication toward one
goal, the goal of keeping our government running smoothly during a
time of distress.

A point that I think has been made but that I would
like to reiterate is that we at all times had full communication
between the hospital, the Situation Room here at the White House,
where the Cabinet or at least a majority of the Cabinet were, and
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the Bush airplane. Within about the first 30 minutes after arrival
at the hospital -- it may have been 45 -- but there were Whlte
House phones and communications in place --

-

Q At the hospital?

; ,
MR. BAKER: At the hospital. Excuse me, let me

go through all this, Mike, and then you can come back and ask me

whatever questlons you want. -

Q How many minutes?

MR. BAKER: Thirty to 45 minutes, I would think, on
the outside. We were using commercial phones for the first 45
minutes.

When news of this first broke here it was probably
2:30 in the afternoon, around that. At that time I conferred
twice with Secretary Haig by telephone.

Q You called him?

MR. BAKER: He called me the first time, and I told

him that I would keep him advised. You see, our.first report
here was that the President had not been hit.

Q Where did you get that report?

MR. BAKER: I got that report‘from Mike beaﬁer at
the hospital. '

Q Mike didn't get to the hospital -- he didn't
ride with the President, .did he? He went in a separate car?

MR. BAKER: No, I don't believe he did. But when he
first called me he was of the view that the President had not been
hit. He quickly called me back. At that time almost immediately
the call came in from Al. We agreed that it was very important how
‘we handled this in terms of foreign perception.

: - Q This was before Haig knew that he was hit and
before you knew? '

MR. BAKER: No. This was after I had gotten the
second call from the hospital telling me that the President had
received a wound. They weren't sure of the extent of it.

Q Who called?

MR. BAKER: That was Mike again. But he had walked
into the hospital on his own, under his own power, and fallen, sort
of passed out there in the emergency room.

Q He passed out?

MR. BAKER: Well, he collapsed.

Q Collapsed?

MR. BAKER: He was then given transfusions and his
condition was restored, stable.

Back to the telephone calls.

Q He collapsed fror a standing zosition?
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MR. BAKER: I can't answer that for you. I was just
simply told that he collapsed when he got to the emergency room.
No one knew that he had actually been hit until he was examined.

Q Why was he taken to the hospital?

MR. BAKER: Because he was complaining of a soreness
in his ribcage. It was thought at first, Sam, that he had been
injured when the agents pushed him in the car and agent Jerry Carr
at first ordered that the limo. proceed to the White House. 1It's
my understanding that he changed that order and directed that they
go, after the President complained of -- and I think he may even
have complained of a difficulty in breathing -- ordered that they
go to George Washington. :

Q One point, Jim. His jacket was off when he got
out of the car and walked into the hospital. They couldn't see the
blood on his shirt?

Q No, it wasn't.

Q Are you sure?

Q Yes.

Q The eyewitness said it was on but that he saw a

little bit of blood.

MR. BAKER: I cannot answer that for you.

Q He was holding his left side, some blood.

Q A little bit of blood.

Q Coming down.

Q Okay. All right.

MR. BAKER: I shouldn't really be speculating on this,
but I believe -- and I don't know this of my own personal knowledge --
but I'm not sure that they recovered a whole bullet in there. I mean

there's a guestion of whether it was a riccochet or whether it was a
fragment of a bullet as opposed to a whole bullet.

Q They said it was mangled.
MR. BAKER: Yes.

Q Is there some theory that it might have hit the
car first and then hit him?

MR. BAKER: That is -- there was -- obviously, vou can
see on the car window right there, the door that was open, you can
see where one bullet hit. I suppose it could have hit and gone =--

I don't think they have a -- you'd have to go to the Secret Service
ané¢ to the FBI for that.

When I told Al that the President had in fact been hit
ne left to come over here. I told him that I would be in touch with

him and left to go to the hospital.

) He volunteered that he'd come here or you asked
nim Lo?

MR. BAKER: Yes. (He volunteered.)
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But this was done by agreement. : I want to make that
very plain. This was an agreed upon thing. It wasn't something
that was debated or with respect to which there was any disagreement.
We wanted to get all the Cabinet, as many of the Cabinet over here
as we could. ' ; '

Q But you made the second call?
MR. BAKER: From the hospital.

Q Oh, from the hospital you called him and said
he had been hit? ’

MR. BAKER: I don't know whether I made the call or
whether he made the call but I did say that we would be in touch as
soon as I got to the hospital. We talked almost as soon-as I got to
the hospital and agreed that he, as the senior Cabinet officer
present, would serve as the chief contact point between Ed Meese and
me at the hospital and the Situation Room and he did so, and this
arrangement -- this arrangement existed in numerous conversations
after that. I can't tell you-how many but we had a number of
conversations during the course of the surgery.

Q You agreed. Who proposed the arrangement?
MORE
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(In progress.)

MR. BAKER: I think it was probably just mutually
understood. I don't recall anybody specifically proposing it.
I mean, it was an understanding that we readily arrived at.

Q Where were you when he called you the first time
knowing that the President had been hit?

MR. BAKER: Had been hit. That's correct.

Q He knew it as gquickly as you @did?

MR. BAKER: That's correct.

Q Did he know it before you?

MR. BAKER: No, he didn't. ©No, he learned it from me.

I'm sorry, Judy. I misunderstood your gquestion. He learned it from
me.

Q Oh, then he called you to find out --
MR. BAKER: Yes.
Q -- what was going on?

MR. BAKER: What was going on. 2and he called right
after I got the second call.

Q Did you also call Weinberger at that time?

MR. BAKER: No. .Others did, though. We put out
word to notify the Cabinet to come to the Situation Room. I clearly
agreed with Al that he should be the point of contact and he was. He
was the senior Cabinet officer present in the Situation Room.

Q "Point of contact". Would you define that
phrase further as you understood it yesterday?

MR. BAKER: Well, my understanding of it was he was
the senior person, senior Cabinet officer aboard here in the
Situation Room with whom those of us at the hospital would coordinate
actions. After all, the President was alert and conscious until
he actually had anesthesia.

Now, moving to the briefing that the Secretary
conducted, and I was not here so I don't speak from personal
knowledge on this, but it's my understanding that at some point
during the afternoon -- I believe it was right after Larry left
the hospital to come back over here -- a question arose about the
alert status of American forces and our overall security. Secretary
Haig at that point felt that it was important to reassure our allies
that there was continuity of government here in the United States.

He did so. Certainly we support his doing so.
Q He £felt it was important?

MR. BAXER: That's correct. I think we all believed
it was important.

Q You say .vou support his doing so.
MR. BAKER: Absolutely.
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Q You suggest that he made the statement and you
support his making of it.

MR. BAKER: That's correct.

Q But he did not consult with you prior to making it?
MR. BAKER: ©No. That's correct.

Q Speakes took the question to him?

MR. BAKER: But you have to remember, Sam, that
we had the press room here and we had a large contingent of press at
the hospital to whom we were speaking with respect to immediate
developments there, the President's condition and that sort of thing.

Q I think that some people look at the phraseology
that he used. Do you have any problem with it?

MR. BAKER: Let me just finish and then I'll get into
that. I just want to point out that at all times, I think it's fair
to say that officials of the administration were prepared to deal
with any contingency. We had the appropriate Cabinet officers in
place in the Situation Room. We had instant and direct communication
between them and the President and the Vice President's airplane.

Had any decision been required we were in a position to take such
action. If the President had not been able to make it, we were in a
position to immediately take the action which might have been
required.

Q You mean the 25th Amendment?

MR. BAKER: To take a decision. Either the 25th
Amendment or the national command authority, either one. We were
in -- remember now, we're in constant communication not only with
the Situation Room but with the Vice President's airplane.

o} When he was going into surgery, was he there
beforehand?

MR. BAKER: Yes.

Q Did he say anything about, "I'm going into
surgery. Call the Vice President and tell him to take over..."

MR. BAKER: No, it was never =-- he said, "Honeyv...",
he said to Nancy, "Honey, I forgot to duck," winked at -- he winked
at me as he went in there, and he --

Q But there was no question? He didn't have any
feeling of transferring authority?

MR. BAKER: He did not say -- no.
0 Mr. Baker, when that confusion arose, or uncertainty,
in the minds of reporters who, after all, are citizens, residents, as

I am --
MR. BAKER: Sure.

"

0 -- was Mr. Haig's remark, "I am in control here.

1)

The phraseology.
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MR. BAKER: Well, I don't think that there's any dispute
over there. He was in control in the Situation Room. And this was
by agreement. I mean this was an understanding that we had. As the
senior Cabinet officer present it would be normal that he would be
the control person in the Situation Room until the Vice President
arrived.

Q That's an agreement of the Cabinet?

MR. BAKER: Yes.

Q And the command authority would not have taken
effect? ‘

MR. BAKER: Command authority only applies under very --
it's unfortunate that we -- not unfortunate but it's -- that's
confusing to people. The command authority only applies in a narrow
set of circumstances, range of circumstances. It's classified.

It is -- I don't want to discuss it any further. But it's basically
as it was outlined.

Q Before we get into all that, do you have one more
point or two that you want to make with us?

MR. BAKER: No, that's basically it.

Q That's basically it.

MR. BAKER: Yes, more or less.

Q Okay.

Q If it's classified, did somebody let --

MR. BAKER: Well, I would only say this: We £feel here
and we took pains at the senior staff meetings this morning to
congratulate the Cabinet and the staff for what we think was pretty
good teamwork during this thing. It went, under the circumstances,
about as smoothly as I think any reasonable person could have
expected that it would. There were no hitches. I think even if
a presidential decision had been regquired the proper procedures and
processes could have been followed so that it could have been attained.

- Q Well, going back to the command authority, which
you say is classified, but can it be said that whatever it is, it

was established prior to yesterday?

MR. BAKER: That's correct. It was established at the
inception of the administration, as it always is.

Q So whatever line of command authori 18%
under +those set of circumstances was not a reaction to anv events
of the last several days --

MR. BAKER: No.

Q -- or the crisis manacement flap.

MR. BAKER: No.

Q I want to ask vou about the classifiec. XNow that
this is out that there is a command authority and what the Line is,
nave vou told us a military secret? No? That there 1is cne?

MR. BAKER: I think the fact that there is one is not
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Q What about the order?

_ MR. BAKER: The order is but we haven't really gone --
we're not going to go into that any more.

Q But you've already told us it goes Vice President
to Secretary of Defense.

MR. BAKER: I haven't told you where. We haven't told
you everywhere it goes. And it can be changed at any time.

Q Are we right to assume that thic is a dire -- this
would be implemented in a dire military situation?

MR. BAKER: That's correct.
Q An emergency of real import?
MR. BAKER: That's correct.

Q Every administration sets a new one, is that
what you're saying, and they do it at the beginning and it can be --
you can change it today? '

MR. BAKER: That's correct. It's the President's
decision, though.

Q Even though Mr. Haig, as you pointed out, was the
senior Cabinet minister -- officer -- here and took control by
agreement with you, Larry said last night that under the command
"authority Mr. Weinberger would be in line after the Vice President.
Is that also part of this classified -- :

MR. BAKER: That's correct. That was a correct
statement. But that applies only in a very narrow, narrow,
limited range of circumstances, none of which were even approached
in this --

0 Why did, then, why did Weinbercer have a big
fight with Haig? '

MR. BAKER: I can't discuss that with you because I
was not over here.

Q You didn't witness 1it?

7 MR. BAKER: No. I didn't get back here until about an
hour --

Q Hasn't anybody told you about it?

MR. BAKER: -- abouit an hour or so -- -es, but whatever
was told, whatever was said to me.

MR. GERGEN: I was there and there was nc big fight
betweer Weinberger and Haig.

Q There was not a kig fight?

Q A small fight?

MR. GERGEN: No, there was not.

2 How would vou cescribe it, then?
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MR. GERGEN: I think that there were discussions all
during the afternoon as to this -- there were discussions both before
and after the Secretary's statement about what steps ought to be
taken. There was no row. There was no shouting, as some people are
alleging. And I think if you -- I received word, I think both the
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of State are both saying that
today.

Q There was a disagreement, there was a difference
of opinion of some sort.

MR. GERGEN: I would say that there were discussions
during the day. There was no disagreement over who was in command
or who was in charge.

Q What about what the Secretary of State had said
in that statement?

MR. GERGEN: No, there was -- it's been our view during
and after that, those meetings down there, that they did deal with
delicate subjects. Some of the matters were matters of national

security, and that it's inappropriate to discuss what was actually
said or not said, but that I can just assure you there was no row
down there.

MR. BAKER: Let me say this. I -- after it became
apparent that the operation was successful and that the President
was in absolutely no danger and perhaps -- this was perhaps 45 minutes

to an hour before the statement over at the hospital because the
doctors were unwilling to make any statement until they'd actually
completed the operation -- I came back over here in the Situation
Room and I can assure you that there did not appear to me to be --
to have been any row.

Q Why did you talk to Weinberger today?

Q Did you talk to Ed Meese about this? Has either
one of you? Do you know what his view is?

MR. BAKER: Well, Ed stayed at the hospital longer
than I did, so he wasn't here. When I left to come back to the
Situation Room Ed left to go meet the Vice President.

Q Why are some State Department people saving
that their impression is after talking to people at the White House
that there was unhappiness over the way Haig handled this?

MR. BAKER: I don't know. I do not know and we saw
that in the -- we saw that, Diane Sawver's report today. That's one
reason I wanted to get all of these facts before vou, because I can't
speak for the State Department but there's no unhappiness on the part
of White House Staff.

Q There was not?
MR. BAKER: There is not. There is not unhappiness.

Q On any facet of how Haig conducted himself last
evening?

H

MR. BAXER: With respect to anv of the events that
nave outlined for vou.
0 Have you careiully --

-
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MR. BAKER: I cannot speak for the Secretary of
Defense. I am not carefully omitting anything, no. We think, as I
just said before, that all elements of the government pulled together
on the same oar at a difficult time and that the performance was good.

Q May I ask you something on a different subject?
There appeared to many of us to be a huge time lag between when you
were notifying other people in the government, on the Hill, and past
presidents, and other people like that, before you were telling the
American public, through us. Why did you decide to have that lag
and go through that huge notification process before you addressed
the public on the President's condition and other --

MR. BAKER: We thought it important to notify former
presidents. We thought it important to notify the Hill. But the
real reason, Lesley, was because the doctors were appropriately
unwilling to come out and make a statement, notwithstanding the fact

that they would tell us, "Things are --", "He's doing extremely
well. The operation is successful. There will be absolutely no
complications." They were, nevertheless, unwilling to go out before

the cameras and before the entire press and take the gquestions that
they took, in great degree and for a long period of time, yesterday
afternoon, until the operation had actually been completed.

Q But if you were notifying these other people,
couldn't you have notified us of the end of the operation?

MR. BAKER: We thought it was important that you hear
it from the horse's mouth. We thought it was important that the
American people hear it from the horse's mouth and that we think
that the briefing that Dr. O'Leary did over there went a long
way to calm all the fears that might have existed out there about
the President's well-being.

Q I think we're getting to the point, what you
would call a discussion someone else might call a little bit of a
tiff. Okay? ’

MR. GERGEN: Yes, I think that could be in the eyes of
the beholder.

MR. BAKER: I agree.

0 Well, what was the nature of the discussion?

MR. GERGEN: Well, that's what I defer.

Q So there was a little dispute?

MR. GERGEN: There were discussions and there were
different points of view at various times in the day, as one would
expect in a group of 10 to 15 people in the room.

Q Right. But was it, without getting into anything
that's Top Secret, was it on a modus operandil or was 1t in terms of
now the U.S. would deal --

MR. GERGEN: t was not over who was in charge or
who was in command. That's very clear. It was not over wno was
in charge or who was in command. It was not over that kincd of
issue. The discussions that ftook place -- I think that people are
arguing or suggesting that there was some sort of argument over who
was in charge, and I think that's basically incorrect.

MR. BAKER: I don't think I've even neard that as a
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rumor, that there was any argument over --

_ Q Did that come before or after Haig's appearance
in the press room? '

MR. GERGEN: There were different points of view
both before and after, but I would -~

Q On substance?

MR. GERGEN: On some substantive issues. But let me
just say this: I think that you have to see it in the context of
what I thought was a remarkably harmonious meeting to last for six
hours down there. The overall context of that meeting and the view
that, if I can only echo what Jim said there, the view of people
I talked to, certainly from the White House point of view, after it
was over, was that Al Haig did one hell of a job down there and we
really thoroughly appreciate what he did.

It's been a great surprise to us, frankly, to have this
gquestion arise.

MR. BAKER: 2And to have it come out of the State
Department. '

Q Well, they say it's coming from here.

MR. BAKER: I know but all I can tell you is that
there is absolutely no dissatisfaction on the part of certainly
senior staff over here and they were the only ones, for the most
part, involved with the conduct of the Secretary of State yesterday
and what he did he did, in terms of being the senior officer present
in the Situation Room, he did by agreement.

0 But you've made it plain that he suggested the
agreement.

MR. BAKER: I suppose that we could have said no,
we don't like that agreement. The fact of the matter is we liked
the agreement. It was a good agreement. It was one that we, had he
not suggested it, we probably would have.

Q But you didn't because he suggested it first.

MR. BAKER: Well, that just happens to be the fact of
the matter, ves.

0 When do you think we'll be able to see the
President in front of cameras?

MR. BAKER: But, Sam, it was an appropriate agreement
and we promptly agreed to it and were happy with it.

Q When do yvou think we'll be able to get in and see
he President on camera?

t

MR. BAKER: I can't answer that for vou. I would not
think i+ would be for a few days, a number of days.

Q Are vou going to show us his operation? Scar?

Q How long before he gets out of there?

MR. BAKER: His scar? (Laughter.) You had a
rresident once that used to co that
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Q He was from Texas.

Q Do you know why he did it? He actually did it
on the first picture taking. So we're really --

MR. BAKER: I can't tell you when that'll be yet.

Q Senators Laxalt and Baker both said that they
think this president will go out in public again, will not be a
prisoner on the White House, will not change his method of mingling
with the general public. Is that your view? Is that the view of the
staff here? ‘

MR. BAKER: That would be my view today.

Q Meaning -- what do you mean? You might rethink
it? -
MR. BAKER: Well, obviously there will be other --
we will have, I'm sure, recommendations from -the Service and it may

be that those could be convincing. We'd just have to take a look at
them and see.

Q How soon do you think the --

MR. BAKER: The President, dbviously, didn't have on
a bullet-proof vest.

Q Has he ever worn one since he's been President?

. MR. BAKER: Yes, he -- since he's been President? Not
to my knowledge. ) )

Q - But during the campaign?
MR. BAKER: Yes.
Q Can you tell us, do you know when?
_ MR. BAKER: Several times. Usually large rallies where
you -- where it's very difficult to see the crowd, see the people
that make up the crowd. I remember him, on a number of occasions,

putting it on in the airplane.

Q Has the Service ever suggested it since he's
been President and he said no?

MR. BAKER: No.
Q There's a report that we know something abodt, or
the authorities know something about, the motive of the suspect.

What was the motive of the suspect?

MR. BAKER: You'd have to talk to the Justice
Department. )

Q 'Are they going to brief today on this, do you know?
MR. BAKER: i don't know.
Q Has the President been briefed --

MR. BAKER: They're going to be very cautious about
what they say in order not to prejudice the case. I know that.
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Q How soon do you think you'll be able to get out
of the hospital and do some work in the office?

MR. BAKER: I think you'll have to ask the doctors.
Did they give you a timeframe on the --

Q They said two or three weeks in the hospital and
they didn't know -- -

Q He's fully able to make decisions today, carry
on the duties of the presidency.

MR. BAKER: He made one today. He signed the Dairy
Bill. Some people -- some people -- questioned whether the
signature was genuine. But I want to tell you, here's the pen
he signed it with.

Q  Ah, the very pen.
Q The very pen.

MR. BAKER: And it was genuine. And he could make
decisions. He's not -- I don't think he's heavily sedated. He's
still drowsy because he's been up off and on all night.

Q Are you all going to try to go see him every mornlng
and talk about the day's events?

MR. BAKER: We really haven't gotten into that yet
but I assume we will, maybe more than just in the morning.

Q Did you all sit around yesterday at any time
and talk about the 25th Amendment, whether --

MR. BAKER: That was discussed here in the Situation
Room. It was discussed -- Ed and I talked about it at the
hospital. And I think it was the view of all concerned that if
the President were in a position to make decisions and if the
period -- if we were looking only at the period of time during
which he was under anesthesia or recupterating from anesthesia, that
there would not be any even preliminary steps taken toward the
25th Amendment, that the best approach as far as the country and
the American peoole were concerned would be business as usual, to
the extent that that could happen.

Q Is that why you gathered the Cabinet here?

MR. BAKER: We had the Cabinet here in the event we
needed them for the purpose of the 25th Amendment. Absolutely.

Q Right.
MR. BAKER: That, by the way, was George Bush's view

“00 and that's what he announced when he arrived in the Situation
rRoocm.

Q Who was that?

MR. BAKER: George Bush. That based on the medical
reports we'd received at that time, that there did not azpear to be
any cause to consider invoking the 25th Amencdment. This was the




J

unanimous view, I believe, of all concerned. I had personally
spoken to Al Haig to that effect from the hospital before I left
to come back over here.

Q That there was no need to invoke it? This was
after the report on the surgery?

MR. BAKER: Well, there was on need because no
presidential decision was called for during that period of time.

Q He would have had to decide his own disability,
wouldn't he?

MR. BAKER: No. There's another -- if the President
cannot decide his own disability and, of course, you cannot when
-you're under anesthesia, then the Vice President and a majority of
the Cabinet make that determination. But there was never any
guestion in the Vice President's mind.

Q Is that why it was important to mention that
there was a majority of the Cabinet present in the Situation Room?

MR. BAKER: Yes. Yes. Frankly, we were pbsitioned to

take whatever action we needed, whether it was under the 25th Amendment,

whether it was under the normal chain of command responsibilities of
Cabinet officers, or whether it was under the national command
authority, to deal with whatever contingency happened. And there
was complete and instant communication between those three places.

Q Was there any effort made or were any assurances
sought from the Soviets that they would not seek to take advantage

of the situation?

_ MR. BAKER: I don't want to get into that. You'd
have to ask other -- somebody else that.

Q You trailed off. What'd you say?

MR. BAKER: That's not a gquestion for me to answer.

Q Because you don't know or because you --

Q Did you suggest someone else would be better
for it?

Q Was there any warning given to them not to make
a2 move?

MR. BAKER: I don't want to get into that

Q Was the hotline used?

MR. BAKER: You should ask the Secretarv oI State
that

Q Was the state of U.S. forces, the reaciness state,
ever changed? Was the state of readiness --

MR. BAKER: I don't want to get into that =sither, Sam.

Q Tell us about the President's curiosiiy about the
shocting.

MR. BAKER: You can ask the Secretarw cI Delense that

and you can ask the Secretary of State that.
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Q The President's curiosity about the shooting?
Q Of the Cabinet government?

MR. BAKER: The Cabinet government, that's right.

_ Q The President's curiosity about the shooting,
himself? It seems he was very interested in who the young man was
and -- '

MR. BAKER: Yes.
Q Did he ask you what the motive was and --

MR. BAKER: I'm told that he did. I was not there
when -- he asked who it was and I don't remember specifically what
he was told other than that he was an unlikely gunman, that he came
from a fairly well-to-do family in Denver, Colorado =-- originally
Lubbock, Texas.

Q Was it Evergreen or Denver?
MR. BAKER: I'm sorry, Evergreen, Colorado.

Recently from Lubbock, Texas. I don't know. What else was
he told, Larry?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know.

Q " You don't know what specific questions he asked
about it, what the President's questions were?

_ MR. BAKER: No, I was not there. I was not there
when he was carrying on.

Q Do you think he saw the man? Do you think he
saw him?

MR. BAKER: I don't know.

Q He only saw one agent fall, saw one agent fall.
But he didn't see Brady fall, did he?

MR. BAKER: I don't . know. He saw one person on the
ground as he left and that's why his inquiry last night -- he
assumed it was an agent and he inquired last night at some point
about the welfare of that agent. And I believe it was the agent,
not Jim, that he --

Q He was aware that the firing was going on when
he was being pushed in the limousine?

MR. BAKER: Yes. Yes.
Q By that time he heard the fire?
MR. BAKER: Yes.

MR. SPEAKES: May I prevail on you for a loan of your
tape so that we can pick up t?e first part?
MORE




bt

L

0 Do you think he'll have to wipe out the border
trip, San Diego?

MR. BAKER: I don't know.

Q You know, I wish you would reconsider telling us
what this discussion, this discussion between Weinberger and Haig
was because it simply now will be part of the rumor. I mean we

will think of all kinds of things which will be worse, probably,
than the fact.

MR. GERGEN: Well, I know the rumor.
Q ~ Can you give a hazy idea?

MR. GERGEN: No, I think we've talked with the
principals involved and they really do not believe there was
any row.

Q Was it over invoking the 25th Amendment?
MR. GERGEN: Oh, no, no.

Q See, by not telling us we're now going to have
to think of all sorts of things.

0 Wasn't it over the suggestion that Haig had
opened the bag on this national command authority?

MR. GERGEN: I think it's really better that -- I think
the critical thing from our point of view was that there was -- from
our perspective and from . the perspective of the individuals that
there was no row. I can't tell you how other people will characterize
any conversation.

o] I wonder why it got out 1like that.

MR. GERGEN: Well, you never know what other people
do.

Q They're known in recent days not to have great --
there's a problem, you see.

MR. GERGEN: That's what we would suggest to you that
there is not.

Q A week ago Monday we had a little problem here
involving Haig and the White House Staff. If it weren't for that --

MR. BAKER: That's the point I'm trying to get across
to vou, that the White House Staff is not displeasecd at all with the
Secretary's performance yesterdav. We think the entire government
functicned well yesterday. We particularly think he functioned well
vesterday here as the contact in the Situation Room. Yow, just
secause there was some difference of opinion between Secretary
aig ané Secretary Weinberger, we now have a story ocut there that
+he White House Staff and Secretary Haig are feuding once again.

“We are not. We agree on this procedure.

(28]
48]

Q Which he suggested?

MR. BAKER: Which he suggest
we probablv would have suggested had he no
wnich we readily agreed. Readily.

ed, which, as I tcld vou,
t suggestec 1t. Anc to

MOPRE




_ MR. GERGEN: It's the natural order of things, after all,
given his senior status. . %

0 Forgive me if I missed one of the comments.
Just because there was a difference of opinion, I think, just because
there was a difference of opinion between Secretary Haig and
Secretary Weinberger, we now have stories that they have been

feuding again. ,
\

MR. BAKER: No, that Secretary Haig and the White
House Staff is feuding. ’ '

Q I beg your pardon.

MR. BAKER: I'm really hopeful that I can lay that one
to rest. We are not. This arrangement was agreed to. It was
originally his suggestion but if it hadn't been, Sam, I think it
would have been ours. It just happened-like that. And before I
even left this -- left the premises to go to the hospital, I said.
absolutely, "I will be in touch with you the minute I get to the
hospital,"” and he was the point of contact during the entire’
situation. '

Q Medical update? Are we going. to get another one?
MR. BAKER: Yes.

Q No late word on Brady?

MR. BAKER: Brady's aoing a little better.

Q Has he shown any conscious signs? |

MR. BAKER: Yes. His pupils are good. They say,
"Wiggle your toes." He wiggles his toes. His arm.

Q But he ‘has not spoken?

| MR. BAKER: No, but they think he might speak
this afternoon. -

Q He doesn't speak?

MR. BAKER: He can't speak until they take out the
endotrachial tube.

0 Oh, I see. So they'reallj don't know whether
he can speak?

MR. BAKER: Haven't you ever had an endotrachial
tube? You can't even breath. It does your breathing for you.

Q Are they telling you'that they think he's going
to be able to function and =-

_ MR. BAKER: Well, they're cautiously optimistic that
he'll be able to regain a lot of it. They're certainly now saying,
as they were not yesterday afternoon, that he's going to live:. A,
he's going to live. B, they think that the mental capacity will be
there and that there may be some weakness on the left side of the
body. Whether that's a total paralvsis or just weakness -- mostly
it's the arm, they think. But, I mean, it's incredible because
—+cr £a1d urs when ne first came -- vwhen they first brought him in

-y —

there that people just normallv don't recover from this kind of a
wound. That was the first thinc they said when he walked 1in.
Thew sazid, "We hold out very little hope." So maybe some of those
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