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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release March 30, 1981

BRIEFING FOR THE PRESS

The Briefing Room

(3:37 P.M. EST)

MR.GERGEN: Good afternoon. This is to confirm the
statements made at George Washington hospital that the President

was shot once in the left side, this afternoon, as he left the
hotel.

His condition is stable.

A decision is now being made whether or not to operate
to remove the bullet. The White House and the Vice President are
in communication. And the Vice President is now en route to
Washington. He 1is expected to arrive in the city this afternoon.

Mrs. Reagan 1is currently with the President at the
hospital. For your background, we anticipate that press statements,
additional press statements, will be forthcoming from the hospital
site.

,I'd like to . add two notes. We have been informed by
Jim Baker that the President walked into the hospital.

I would also like to inform you that in the building
as of the moment are the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the
Treasury, the Secretary of Defense, and the Attornev General as
well as other assistants to the President.

o) What building, the hospital?

MR. GERGEN: No, in this building.

Q Do you have any condition on Bradv, on Jim Bradv?

MR. GERGEMN: I'm sorrv, we do not. We would like to
get that for yvou as rapidly as possible.

Q Will the Vice President act as President under
these conditions?

T - = ! 3 s =

MR. GERGEN: No. Because oI the delicacy oI the
situation we wanted to inform vou that the Vice Presicent 13 on
"~ A 1 4= T I
h1is wav back to Washinc:on
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I would emmnasize once acain that the President's

) ) % 5 AN » ~- - = ~ o~ o~ . 3 e o S il A

condition is stable and that we were lnZormedc by Jim 3Baker tnhaz
ne 4ia walk into the hospicas

Q Could he have besn 1it bv/a riccochet? Is there
anT Ccnance that he was ait kv a riccochet?

MR, GERGE I'm zorzy, e simsl, con! nate enouon
inIsrmatinon Yhat 48 nard a2t thils moment
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Q Is the President conscious now? Is the President
conscious?

MR. GERGEN: I'm sorry, I do not know the information
on that so I'm really not able to respond.

Let me say this, let me just emphasize this for your
background: the folks at the hospital are obviously closer to this
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situation from a moment-to-moment basis and we are here. We are
obviously in very close communication with them and we will try to
keep you informed here. But-that the primary statement, we expect, will

be coming from the hospital because we feel that they are closer to
the facts.

Q Who is there, David, at the hospital?

MR. GERGEN: Well, as of the moment, in addition to Mrs.
Reagan as I've informed you and others -- Mike Deaver, as you know,
and Dave Fisher were with the President at the time. Four people
went up together, Ed Meese, Jim Baker, Larry Speakes and Lyn Nofziger
went together to the hospital -- oh, I'm not sure of the time. Frankly,
- the time of these events have run together somewhat.

But we will try to keep you poster here as well as we can.
think you all understand the delicacy of the situation. I simply
don't want to report facts that we're uncertain of as of the moment.

This is really to confirm what has been said from the
hospital already.

Q David, do you know whether there's any plans to move
the President to Bethesda, or Walter Reed, or is he going to stay at
George Washington?

MR. GERGEN: I cannot answer either of those guestions.
We will, as soon as we get additional information, we will obviously

try to help you.

I think if you'll be patient, as the situation demands,
we will try to get as much information for you as possible.

Q Dave,is the President under any sedation?

MR. GERGEN: I cannot answer that. I really would like --
we basically wanted to let you know where we were as of the moment.
We will try to let you have further information as we can. Thank you
very much.

Q What time with the Vice President arrive?

MR. GERGEN: Later this afternoon.

END 3:42 P.M. EST
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Office of the Press Secretary
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For Immediate Release March 30; 1981

BRIEFING FOR THE PRESS
BY LARRY SPEAKES

The Briefing Room

(4:09 P.M. EST)

MR. SPEAKES: Mainly I wanted to come here to let you
"know that I will be present here throughout. Lyn Nofziger's at
the hospital. He will be making statements from there. We will
have the same information here.

I can only say what we said earlier, that the President
has a gunshot wound in the left side of the chest, is in stable
condition.

Jim Brady has been shot. It is a head wound. We have
no information on his condition.

That's the extent --

Q Is the President in surgery?
0 Are they in sufgery yet? |
MR. SPEAKES: I éan't-say.

Q Is Brady?

0 We have gotten confirmed reports, so have other
network news, so have the wires, can't you help us with that,
Larry?

MR. SPEAKES: As soon as we can confirm it we will,
and I just ==

Q Larry, his brother's been called by the White
House and has been told that the President is in surgery right now,
that he's already had blood transfusions. Is your information going
to be that far behind what we're getting from other sources?

MR. SPEAKES: Lesley, we will do our very best to
keep it up. As you know, earlier when I was out here, our initial
report was that the President was not hit. That's what we run into
when we try to give information when we are not hundred percent sure
or we don't have it from the source. We do have somebody there with
the President. I will be here. I just wanted to let you know I'll
come down every 15 or 20 or 30 minutes just to let you know exactly
what we know and will also let you know when we don't have any
further information. :

Q Is that the extent of what you know, what you've
just said now, is that the extent of what you know?

MR. SPEAKES: That's the extent of what I can say at
this point.

Q Can you check on the curgery and come back?

MORE




i

Q Could you qonfirm the surgery report with a
phonecall or something?

MR. SPEAKES: I will.

Q Not 15 minutes, but a few minutes?

_ Q Larry, can you give us an understanding of how

serious the chest wound is?

MR. SPEAKES: No.

Q Do you have any idea? There are reports that

" it punctured the lung.

MR. SPEAKES: We can't confirm that yet. We've talked
to the doctors but, you know, we cannot confirm that yet.

Q Larry, can you confirm reports that Jim is in
surgery now?

MR. SPEAKES: Yes.

Q What process does the United States government
go through with foreign governments when something like this occurs?

MR. SPEAKES: Jerry, there is a notification process
and I think the State Department has moved on that.

Q Has the U.S. military been placed on any higher
readiness? :

MR. SPEAKES: Not that I'm aware of. There were some
questions about the Vice President. I understand he was in Texas
today. He is returning. He's expected to arrive at Andrews around
8:00 o'clock this evening according to the information that I have

now. He has been informed, he is in communication.

Q Would he assume emergency powers?
Q Will there be a division of labor of any kind?

MR. SPEAKES: Not that I'm aware of. We just haven't
crossed those bridges yet.

Q What's the nature of the notification that the
State Department is making with foreign governments?

MR. SPEAKES: I'm sure it's a notification to indicate
+hat the President is in stable condition.

Q Who's running the government right now?
Q If the President goes into surgery and goes under
anaesthesia, would Vice President Bush become the acting President

at that moment or under what circumstances does he?

MR. SPEAKES: I cannot answer that question at this
time.

Q How about the crisis management team? Would that
come into effect?

Q Larry, what is the consideration is not keeping us

MADTE
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more up to date on the President's condition?

and no one seems
lag?

MR.
reason except we

Q
MR.
this time.
. I Q
custody?
MR.

come from Secret

Q

President and whether the Vice President should,

- 5
to be able.ﬁo come out and confirm it.

SPEAKES: Lesley, I would assure you there is no
want to be completely sure of our facts.

Well, is the President's surgery a fact?

SPEAKES: I'm sorry, I cannot do it from here at

What can you tell us about the gunman who's in

SPEAKES: Absolutely nothing.

That would have to
Service or the police. )

Larry, who'll be determining the status of the
in fact, become

the acting President?:

MR.

Q
President --

MR'

Q

- out here, Larry?

SPEAKES: Pardon?

Who will be determining the status of the

SPEAKES: I don't know the details on that.
Larry, what's the note say?
SPEAKES: I'll let you know shortly.

Listen, will you announce it each time you come

END 4225 P.M. EST

We know he's in surgery
Why the time




THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Releas ' ‘ March 30,

BRIEFING FOR THE PRESS
BY
SECRETARY HAIG

The Briefing Room
4:14 P.M. EST

SECRETARY HAIG: I just wanted to touch upon a few
matters associated with today's tragedy. First, as you know, we
‘are in close touch with the Vice President who is returning to
Washington. We have in the Situation Room all of the officials
of the Cabinet who should be here and ready at this time.

We have informed our friends abroad of the situation,
the President's condition as we know it, stable, now undergoing
surgery. And there are absolutely no alert measures that are
necessary at this time we're contemplating.

Now, if you have some questions, I'll be happy to take
them.

Q The Crisis Management, is that going to be put into

effect when Bush arrives?
SECRETARY HAIG: The Crisis Management is in effect.

Q Who is’' . making the decisions for the government
right now? Who's making the decisions?

SECRETARY HAIG: Constitutionally, gentlemen, you have
the President, the Vice President, and the Secretary of State in
that order and should the President decided he wants to transfer
the helm to the Vice President, he will do so. He has not done
that. As of now, I am in control here, in the White House, pending
return of the Vice President and in close touch with him. If
something came up, I would check with him, of course.

Q What is the extent of the President's injury?
SECRETARY HAIG: Well, as best we know, he's had one

round enter his body, in the left side, into the left lung and
there 1s surgery underway to remove the round now. When the

President entered surgery, he was conscious. His signs were stable.

and the situation is very clear.
0 Did you talk with him by phone before surgerv?
SECRETARY HAIG: ©No, I did not nor was 1t necessary.

was in close touch with both Mr. Meese and Mr. Baker throughout
né have been from --

[

taryv, approximately when did you arrive

b
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television what you saw and it sounds serious.

0 What's the reaction of the Soviets on this?
Any reaction?

SECRETARY HAIG: I don't anticipate any reaction.
I think you've gotten all that you need for the moment. In fact --

Q Will you remain irn charge here until the Vice
President returns?

SECRETARY HAIG: We will stay right where we are until
the situation clarifies.

Q How long has the President been in surgery, sir?
Q When is the Vice Zresident expected here?
Q 8:00.

SECRETARY HAIG: Later this afternoon.

Q Do you know when the operation began on the President,
about what time?

Q Will he go to the hospital?
SECRETARY HAIG: Was I here? Yes.
0 What time?

SECRETARY HAIG: What time was the -- I don't know. Just
it was shortly after that announcement that vou heard on the --

Q What time will the Vice President be back, sir?
Q Early evening.

SECRETARY- HAIG: I'm not going to make it a habit of
saying what I --

0 Will you come back and talk to us soon?

Q Mr. Secretary, any additional measures being taken --
was this a conspiracy or was this a --

SECRETARY HAIG: We have no indications oI anything like
that now, and we are not going to say a word on that subject until the
situation clarifies itself.

Q Do you anticipate from what vou know of the President's
condition that the Vice President will have to for a period oI time
take the role of acting President?

Q That's a fundamentally premature cuestion,

END (4:22 P.M. EST)




THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(Washington, D.C.)

For Immediate Release March 30, 1981

BRIEFIIIC FOR THE PRESS
BY LYN LOFZIGER

Ross Hall,
George Washinzicn University Hospital,
Washingtcen, D.C.

(5:10 P.M. E&¥®

FR. JOFZ70HA: T have 4wo bkits cf information here.
- ~ B

The first conceinz: the Frasidaat. d: want into surgerv rouchly an
hour ago. He ig g4:i1 theve arnd wiil ke tharz for a vhille longer.
However, tha Acctozs have —om: out ¢rd ¢iven = preliminary report
to Mrs. Reagau end thelr wora iz that lg conditicon is good and

it is stable.

Fevend thai, £ ave no funthaT ccmmnents.

Regardiasg Jim Brady, una “acretary, he is still
in surgery. He hes a heed wouvna xnd b 1 trat I Lieve no further
knowledge.

ration ars you performing ==

Q : Mgt Ring o
P T | O
; vyazident/

or is the doctor prrforminoT o Lns

FMR. NOVZICEi: I thind: th2t we'll just let it go that
he is in surgery and it iz -- wail, £ think we'll just let it go
at that. '

P

an yow sonfirm it or not that Brady has

wouns”

c
suffered a serious hsal

4l

MR. NOFZICZR: I can confirm that Mr. Brady suffered a
serious head wound, yes.

0 Where is Vic2 President Bush?

MR. NOFZIGER: ILast 1 heard, he was on an airplane
headed this way.

. Q Are ycu going to arrange a medical briefing for
us later today?

MR. NOFZIGECR: e will try to arrancge one after the
President is out of surgery and after we've talked to them. Yes,
we will try to do that.

Now, one further thing. We will continue to keep you
postad here this afternoon and tonight. Tomorrow we expect to
move the briefings back down to the White House and do them in
their regular -- in the regular setting there.

0 How about the other men who were shot?

MR. NOFZIGER: I have no information on them.

One at a time.

MOFE
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0 Was the hullet inside the President? 1Is that
why they went in and was v“ﬁre norz than one bullet?

MR. NOFZIG:IR: There was only one bullet and I just
cannot comment on the operzation. I havan't had a chance to talk to
the doctors.

Q Who 1is +he Prasiicnt's doctor?

MR. NOFZICEX: I d&2 no% have a name,

os

0 {Tnaniible.)

MR, XOFZICER: The only thing that I want to say is

that he will ke ir therc fox a whils vet.

c Do yoil Anow whatcsr ox oot the lung collapeced
because of the wound?

MR NGUVRICER: T bavae not ha2oyd., 22 T gav, the

doctors say his <ondivicn is good,

Q Iyn, i3 o0 7at ©o gea him hefere the operation
began?

KR, HOFIIGER: Did shie?
0 Yoo,
MR, NOFZICRR: Yas.

0 Is thexe ary thought of transferring the
President to any other hospital?

MR. NCFZIGER: Wa'll just wait and see. You're a
little prometure.

Q Can yca ceorfirm that it's cpen chest surgery?
MR. NCFZIGER: No, I can't.

0 Lyn, did thay ¢give you a specific location on

the bullet? How close to the acari: did it come?
MR. NOTZIGER: My preliminary reports were that it
entered the left chest and ciearly it did not -- no, I can't.

It did not, obvinusly -- there is no indication that it nicked the
heart or anything like that.

0 (Inaudible.)
MR. MNOFZIGER: I can't tell you.

0 Was the President conscious before the surcery

Te

or did he lose consciousness?

MR. NOFZIGER: He was conscious as he went into
surgery.

Q Did he say anything?

MR. NOFZIGER: Oh, yves. I have some stuff here. I'm
glad you reminded me of that because I took some notes. As he was
going down the hall into surgery he winked at Baker, James Baker.

MORE
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Q Say it again, please?

MR. NOFZIGER: Yes. As he was going down the hall on
the gurney, I guess they call them, to surgery, he winked at Baker.
He had earller told Senator Laxalt, who was there,
about me. 1I'l1 make it." He had told Mrs.
forgot to duck."

"Don't worry
Reagan, "Honey, I

Q What?

MR, NOFZIGER: "I forgot to duck." And as they were
wheeling him into surgery he saw lMeese and Baker and Deaver there
and he said, "itho's minding the store?" And then when he got into
the operating room he loeceked at the doctors and he said,

"Please
tell me you're Republicancs.”" (Laughter.)
So =-
Q (Inaudible.)

MR. NOFZIGER: Thzt, litzrally, is all I have and if

you will excuse me we will keepr you infcrmed as quickly as we know
anything.

0 Lyn, are they =til1ll in the operation?

MR. NOFZIGER: I don't knowv.

I don't have the
vaguest idea. I don't krnow.

I'll check on that. I don't know.

END 5:25 P.M. EST
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For Immediate Release March 30, 1981

BRIEFING FOR THE PRESS
BY LARRY SPEAKES

The Briefing Room .

{(5:23 P.M. EET)

MR. SPEAKES: Let me say, to start with, that I will
not be able to answer any questions and essentially confirming
what's been said from the hospital. The President is still in
surgery and he will be for a while, but the doctors in a preliminary

report to Mrs. Reagan have just assured her that his condition
remains good. :

As far as the report about Jim Brady, it is untrue
and he is in serious condition. Thank you. -

END . (5:24 P.M. EST)
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(Washington, D.C.)

For Immediate Release March 30, 1981

BRIZTFIVS FOR THE PRESS

FY LY “OFZICER,

5. Fiw W %
LR RNV ?
T

e
o FATTON

LR O
ANDr 5IIETT
Enss Wall,
rge Washingtcon Univerzity Hospital,

Wapkington, D.C.

{(7:30 P.H. EST}

MR, NOFZTCIR lemen, can I have your
attention. Everybody 23! ie. out of surgery

and is in gnod o "?::1 it hawva D . wizh w2 hern t}ls

evening Dxr. Denrnia ; H ) rinical Affairs

at George Washingt: I 9ot that?

’J"
C‘l

7 will brleF ycu on the

KR, NOTZIGIR: Dr. O'Lzar
sndttion as well 2s that of the

‘ DR. C'T3BARY: VYos, sir,

President's op=ratis

| Secret Servica agent

| Fcllowing that, 1-i.a Patton, who is Mrs. Reagan's

| press csecretary, will huve a wozrd to say about Mrs. Rezgan. So
now let me intxrcduce to you br. Dennis O'Leary. Doctor?

DR. O'LEARY: Thank you. Should I use the podium?

Mr. Nofziger has 4014 you the President is in the

recovery room. He iz in stulle condition and he is awzke. He
was at no tinme in any saricus canger. He was alert and awake with
stable vital sicons up urtil Lllie fise he underwent =nesthesia. He
was in the operating room for approximately two hours. Part of that
time was speni ascertainling + he 4id not have any blood in his
abdominal cavity. Indeed, he <id not. It was a single bullet
wound that entered slichtlv unicrpeath the left armpit. It traversed
about three inches of the chezt wall 2nd then ricochetes off the
seventh rib into the left lcocwer lobz of the lung and moved about
three inches into the lung substance itself.

The operative incision was about six inches in width,
a relatlvely simple proczdure. The bullet was removed and then the
incision was closed. As I say, he is stable and in good condition.

0 What is the prognosis for his recovery?
DR. O'LEARY: The prognosis is excellent.
0 You are saying that he will no doubt recover?

Eow long a time, Doctor?

DR. O'LEARY: That is always difficult to say. The
President, however, is an excellent physical specimen and we do
not anticipate any problems. It is always hard to be precise as to
how long he'll be hospitalized, but he is clear of head and should
be able to make decisions by tomorrow, certainly.

MORE
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Q Did the bullet fragment when it hit the lung?

DR. O'LEARY: The bullet was distorted and we believe
that it probably was distorted by virtus of impacting against the
seventh rib as it redirected iits path into the. lung tissue.

0 Any permanent damage done to the heart?

DR. O'LEAKY: We do rcz believe there is any permanent
injury. The heart areca wes =:mlored. The heart was not involved
at all. There wers ro mzjor nhilecding points in the lung and there
was no involvement of the aortza, the major vessel running through
the chest.

0 Eas the lung keen reinflated?

DR. Q'LERFY: The lung hzs been reinflated. He has a
couple of chest tubes in.

0 What about the Szoret Scrvice agent?

DR. QO'L.RARY: Okay. MNr. MoCarsthy had a single bullet
wound also. It en%ered ths yozteriox ich%t chect and rassed through
the lung tissue cauxiag viviually no J v232 =t all except for the
passaga tract. It passed thiouzh the dizghragn into tha2 dome of the
liver and passed through the livesr i.tn tbe latoral side of the

ke

ive n
chest where it lod7ed aoainst the ¢nd of the eleventh rib. Mr.
McCarthy had =~-- €id& have blcod in Lhis a2bdcminal cavity. The same
test that was psrfcrmed on the snt was aiso periormed on him
and it was positive. The abicminsl cavilty was carefully explored
and the only damage wzs the bLullint thiroush the liver itself and a
drain was placed in this area and he is doing extremely well, has
been in the intensive care unit now for about 45 minutes.

Q James Brady?

DR. O'LIARY: Okxay. Mr. Brady is still in surgery.
His conditicn is critical. We cdon't have any further information
at this time.

_ 0 Dr. O'Leary, how long would you anticipate that
the President would remain hospitalized?

DR. O'LEARY: That is difficult to say. It might be
as long as two weeks but that is just a guesstimate at this point
in time.

0 Will the President remain here?

DR. O'LEARY: A couple questions. That's not for me
to answer. The question was the amount of blood. The President
required transfusion of approximately five units of blood before
surgery but none during the course of surgery. Mr. McCarthy required
no transfusions at all.

Q Can you tell us about the D.C. policeman?

DR. O'LEARY: The D.C. policeman was taken to the
Washington Hospital Center. We have no firsthand information on him.

Q Can you tell us about the Brady surgery?

MORE
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DR. O'LEARY: He was shot in the forehead.

0 Which side?

DR. O'LEARY: I'm not certain, sir. The bullet did pass
through his brain and came cu* the other side. He obviously has
significant brain injury and L2 3is in critical condition but I'm

sorry, we have no further lnformaiion at this time.

Q Dr. O'Leary, vho perfcrmed the operation on the
President?

DR. O'LFARY: The orcration on the President was
performed by Dr. E2r Barcn, who's on our fulltime faculity here as a
cardiovascular thesacic sorgeocn.

Q How 42 you &pell that?

DR. O'LEARY: The last ncne is spelled capital A,
small A, r-o-n. First name, Benjmnin.

©

Q Eis title?

DR. C'LFARY: I'm trying to think. I think he's an
associate profoszscr of surgery.

Q Who =lse?

DR. O'LEARY: Ckz2y. The other surgeon was Dr. Joseph
Giordano, G-i-n-r-d-a-n=-o, viu is k2ad of our trazuma team and was
in the emergency rocm almost simultanecusly with the
arrival of the President.

0 Why did the operation take so long?

DR. O'LEARY: Th=2 length of the operation really had a

lot to do with the testing to make sure that there was no bleeding
into the abdominal cavity. That took about 45 minutes.

Q What was that test?

DR. OFfLEARY: It's called a peritoneal lavage.

0 How do you spcll that?
DR. O'LEARY: P-e~r-i~t-o-n-e-a-l. Lavage, L-a-v-a-g-e.
o} Why was that important?

DR. O'LEARY: Okay. That test is important -- is very
simple, a small incision is made beneath the umbilicus and several
liters of fluid are placed into the abdomen and then the fluid is
brought back outside and looked at to determine whether there‘s any
blood in it. That fluid can move anywhere throughout the whole
abdominal cavity and if any organ has been damag-d and there's any
bleeding, one will find blood in the fluid that comes out. That
test was negative and the President, as I said, positive in Mr.
McCarthy.

0 Doctor, in view of the President's age, is there
any danger that the lung might collapse again?

MCRE
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DR. O'LEARY: Very doubtful. The President is
physiologically very helvrful. The caliker of the bullet is going

to be very hard to tell in the President because it was a really
mangled bullet.

Q Is there o pcssibélity of any other complications?

DR. O'LEARY: It'e renlly doubtful. Again, I would
emphasize that he is phyz:iologicaliy very young and in good shape.

Q Can vou teil us vhere the bullet entered, at
what angle, from tha front, from the rear? Can you get into that?

H 11, one would ascume that it probably
?t]e hit top dovm, entering approximately
.

Q Could you rove over here?

inches, striking ¢hz + n ¢f the savenin zik, lat~rz2lly, and then

DR. O'LTARY: Yes. Traverad down arvorxcrimately three
o
going about three inche

es iuto the tissuz of the lung itself.,

Q It deflected ovwnward further from the seventh
rib?

ike coming down, hitting the

DR. OQO'LEATLY: No. It's ii
X2 a naw path.

rib and then ceflecting in to ta
Q Where was it acinmally fcund?

DR. O'LEZARY: It was in the parencyma of the -~ in the
tissue of the lung itself, contairned within the lung itself.

0 You seid that th= President was ccnscious for
much of the time. What, if zanything, did he say?

DR. C'LTZAXY: Weoll, the surgeons said that his last
remark before he underwont eznesthesia was he wanted to make sure
that all of them were Republicans.

0 Were they?

DR. O'LEARY: They said that today everyone is a
Republican.

0 Doctor, how narrowly did the President escape
mortal injury?

DR. O'LEARY: That's a hard question to answer. As I
stated, he was never in any serious danger. The bullet was really
not very close to any vital structure.

Q How far is not so close? How far from the heart?

DR. O'LEARY: Probably several inches.

Q Is that because it struck the rib?

DR. O'LEARY: If it had not struck the rib it might not
have even entered the lung cavity. It could have passed right through

the chest wall if it had not struck the rib.
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Q Doctor, would you say that, clinically speaking,
the President is fully able to disclhiarga the duties of his office
as of now?

DR. O'LEARY: I wculd say probably not now. One has
to let the effects of the anesthesia wesr off but I think all of us
feel that by tomorrcw that he would be fully capable of doing that.

Q If there wera a basic decision he had to make
tomorrow, a decision of ztate, would he be able to do it?

DR. O'LEARY: We believe that he would be able to do it.

Q Who's oparating on Jim Brady?

DR. O'IBiRY: Okay. Dzr. Arthur Kobrine, K-o=b-r-i-n-e.
He is operating on iHir. Brady. le is an associate professor of

neurosurgery.

o] Is it poscible to give us any prognesis on
James Brady?

Dr.. O'LELRY: It's really not possible right now. As

I said, he' n ccitizal condition. Anyitaing I would say would

be highly speacuiative.
Q Is Brady being kept alive artificially?

FIOZRE
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DR. O'LEARY:
Not at the present time although in the operating room, remember

that you've got respirators and monitors and, you know, what
have you.

0 Is he on a respirator now?

DR. O' LEARY: Well, almost anyone undergoing
brain surgery would be on a respirator.

Q Dr. O'Lezry, aszide from the obvious gunshot
wound, did the Prescilent suffer any other injuries? Vere there
any abra51ons, contusions guxrouﬁdlng the --

DR. O' LEARY: Well, not as we're able to ascertain.
It's possible tlhat we missed a small contusion here or there.
But he was gone over quite car=fully.

0 ¥Why was the Preident -~ forth to this
hospital and when did tlie hospital receive word from the ambulance
that ke would be on the way?

DR. O'LEARY: I can't tell you for certain but
I believe we wzre prcbalhly the closast hospital which would have
been the prudent thing to dn. I received intormaticn at arout
twenty of three that he was in the emergencv room and I think
he probably got there around 2:30.

(o) Who oot there first, Erady or the President?

DR. O'LEARY: Ckav, I'm not sure who got there
precisely first. They all cawe very fast.

0 -- how about Brady? (Inaudilkle.)

DR. O'LFARY: Well, we maintain a stock of blood.
Please rememher the Washingtcn -- we do: not run our own blood
bank. The Red Cross has a regional center that is very near
by and we have all the blood we need within minutes.

0 Did vou have enough immediately or =--
DR. O' LEARY: Yes.

Q (Tnauvdikle.)
DP. O'LE2RPY: I can't answer that cuestion. T
don't know.

0 Doctor, co you know if the —-- President
required ~-- (inaudible) -- of the luna?

DR. O'LEARY: Okay, it appears as if the major
reason for bleeding within the chest was as a conseauence of
the hole made when the bullet actually entered the lung substance
itself. -- the only bleeding signs that reallv could be determined
and ¢ although he bled down about five units of blood, it was
never very brisk. It was kind of steady bleeding. It was
very easy to transfuse him and keep up with his blood loss.

C What is five units of blood? Fow do vou --

DR. O'LEARY: %ell, each, let's see, how can I
make that simple, it's akout two and a half quarts, total of
two and a half cuarts.

Q) --= lungs collapsed?

DR. O 'LEARY: T'hat?
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Question about collapsed over here.
0 Ts his lung still ccllapsed?

DR. O'LFARY: No, he haes a chest tube. And all
one has to do is, usgutally through a chest tube, is to get it
in and get the air out of the srace hetween the lung and the
chest wall and the lung expands.

He had a cregt tube placed in the chest in the
emergency room within rminctes after he was in the emrmergency
room.

o fo, he's again breathing normalliy?
DF. C'LEADNY: Yes.

0 Did Mrs. Peagan suffer any emotional medical
traurma -- ‘

CR. O'LEANY: ©YNo, I think we'll let soreone else
deal with that cuestion.

o] Have vou cot any -- (inaudirle) -~ the
President not heing moved from this hospital for the next
few days?

DE. O'IEAKY: I wveuld say for the next few days
it would prokably he reasonaile not to move him, but T would
ell

o
expect that he will do well and that will be a judgmrent of
someone else at thet tire.

o (Inaudible.)

DR. O'LFAY: T have no reason for believira that
siaganificant nost-operative prohlems will develop.

0 -~ the President might have to undergo
as a result of this operation?

DR. O'LEARY: T would really doubt it. Fe had
a simple procedure. There was veryv little necescsitv to cut
a lot of tissue and he -- we have everv exnectation that he'll
have a normal post—-operative course.

0 (Inaudihle.)

DR. O'LFARY: I don't know the answer to that
guestion.

g ~- the first few moments when he came into
your emergency room and he walked in, what was the first thing
that was done?

DR. O'LFARY: OCkay, T was not rersonallv there.
But my understandina is that he aot out of the car and stood
up and walked in on his own. 7?s I say, he was alert and awake
all the time.

¢ (Inaudible.)

DR. O'LEARY: HNo,

0 (Inaudible.)

DR. O'LEARY: Mot to the hest of our knowledge.

¢ -- carrvina the Presicdent at that tirme?

DR. Q'LEAPY: 'ell, I think, as soon as he avpeared,
he rmay nct have wanted to be on a stretcher, hut that is ovr

usual procedure for soreone who's had a cunshot wound.
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0 How far inside the chest did the bullet
go ==

DR. O'LEARY: B2bout three inches. Okay, I'll
give you mayke four inches, We'll give vou an inch for the
thickness of the chest wall.

0 Dr. O'Leary, can you explain why it was
that there was no immediate announcerient -- (inaudible) --

DP. O'LFARY: I really can't answer that question.
I wish I could.

0 -~ know that he'd been injured?

DR. O'LFARY: Ves, I think he knew that he had
keen shot.

o] (Inaucible.)

DR. Q'LEAPY: Mo, I think, again, I'm giving this
to you seconithand. I gather he sezmad a little bit light headed
but he was cracking jokes and in very cgood spirits even at that
tire.

0 -= inmediat=zlv in the emergency room.--
(inaudible ) =~- any incisions, vou have to put --

DR. O'LEARY: MNo, usvallv, the smallest incision
is made between the ribs and the tube is placed in 2nd then
attached to suction.

o And that was the first erercency procedure?

DR, O'LEARPY: Yes, I'd say that was the emergency
procedure,

Q ¥'ould that be taking the klood off that was
coming from the wound in the lung?

DR. C'LTARY: There is probahlv two hasic purnoses.
One is if there has been env deflation of the lung, the major
purpose is +o reexpand the lung, remove the air and the other
is to provice drainage for any klood in the lung space.

C -- will Mr. Brady suffer anv permanent
krain damace?

DR. O'LEARY: 1I'd have to say that

prokably is likely but I really can'‘t give you anv more information

since he is still in surgerv.

0 Doctor, how long elapsed between when the
President -- (inaudible) -- to the hospital, went into surgery,
and can you account for that time?

DR. Q'LFARY: I would sav from the time he hit
the hospital to the time he went into surgerv prokablv was no
more than about 40 minutes. There were a variety of thinas
being done. He had to have blood tests performed teo find out
how much blood he had lost. e had to check his hlood gases
to determine how much oxygen was getting into his circulation.
I think the thina that probakly tool:
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T so much time before surgery
was probably fou. the most part the x-ravs. He had to have both a
chest x-ray and an akdominal x-ray.

Q Was there surgery or the lung without actually
removing the bullet? There was an earlier report that that might
be the case.

DR. O'LEARY: I saw those renorts but at the time those
reports were out the surceons had nct even entered the chest as yet.

Q (Inaudible.)

BR. O'LE2RY: I think everv effaort wonuld be nad° to

remove the bullei Lwui iT it took a 1ot of additional extansive
surgery that mich% have cauzxsd a difrferzent decision.

Q Can vou give us a2 timetzble? He arrived at
2:30 and we were told the surgery began arout 4:00

DR. O'IZ™RY: No, no. He g2t teo th2 operating room
maybe 3:15, 3:20. Cxay? It takes == he has to get into the
operating room, cn the tehle, get wixicr anzsthcesia, in order for
surgery to start. So survory started reughly between 3:30 and
quarter of four and it lested vntili abcut 5:30.

0 How about the surgical procedure on Mr. Brady?

DR. O'LFARY: Very simrly, he is having a craniotomy
which simply means an exploration of the inside of the head.
Craniotomy, C-r-z-n-i-o-t—o-m-y.

0 Docﬁor, do ycu find it extraordinary that a
70-year old man cculd ke shot in tiie lung and then brcucht to the
hospital and wzlk in under :is own power?

DR. O'LEARY: I think it speaks well for the
physiologic health of the Presidznt. We do have elderly people,
much more elderly than tiie President is, who do undergo chest
surgery but he certainly sailed through it.

Q Do you firnd *hat medically eXtraordinary?

DR. OFLEARY: Maybe not medically extraordinary but
just short of that. Okay?

0 Doctor, you said the bullet was mangled. 1Is
there any possibility that the bullet fragments might remain inside
the President's body?

DR. O'LEARY: That is a finite possibility but the
bullet did, although mangled, seem to be intact. You're never sure
that you have ever tiny little fragment out.

Q Has the President been told about Mr. Brady's

condition?

DR. O'LEARY: I don't think,that he is alert enough,
really, to assimilate that information. I don't know really what
we would tell him at this juncture, since we'’re not sure yet what
the story is.
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0 Can you talk a little bit about what the body
goes through, how much of a shook to tha body it is to go through
an operaticn like this? (Inazsdible.)

DR. O'LEARY: Wecil, ves, I'd say anytime anyone
undergoes major surgery, a thorazcteomy is major surgery. It is not

extraordinary surgery but it's major surgery. It's got to be a
stress fcr any one of us. ZIt*d bz & strzss for me. But the
critical element iz the hwysielogics) health of the person and your
ability to maintain their vital sigqs and their blood volume
satisfactorily.

The President's vital signs were absolutely rock stable
throuyh tauis wiole thing.

Q (Inaudible.)

DR. O'LEARY: Well, thzt is a decision really made by
the ambulzances but I tHlﬂL that we do have several trauma centers in

2 ~zn% that cn2 center does not

the Districht of Colunbia and +o iha extant the
( 11 of cur abhility to

get many very seriousiy injursd s
.

care for the patienrs is increased.

Cbviovsly , in ithe tuation people do the
best they can. X you trachk back a 3 isicn wvas made it
is sometimes hard to £ind ocut viio really made that decicsion.

Q (ITnavdlble) -- whio made the incision and how large
was it?

DR. O'LZARY: The insision is about s£ix months --
excuse me ~-- six inches long and it exitends basically from about
here (gesturing) into the posterior part underneath the armpit.

0 Could yovu show that again?

DR. O'LEARY: Okay. (Gesturing). Abcut from here to
here. Can you see it? Here to here. Just underncath the nipple.

0 Just underneath the nipple?
Q (Inaudible.) =-- about the pain?

DR. OFLEARY: Ag2in, hard to tell. He's a healthy guy
and I'm sure this is a painful surgery but he withstood it very,
very well.

0 Is this a fairly common procedure that
hospitals in urban areas have to do frequently, gunshot wound to
the chest?

DR. O'LEARY: Yes. No question.

0 ”ill he have pain for days or weeks or months?

DR. O'LEARY: His surgeons believe that he will
probably be in moderate pain. That will probably not be for more
than a day or two.

0 Well, you have to cut through muscle, don't you?

DR. O'LEARY: Yes, you have to cut through chest wall
muscle.
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Q That's a pretty ruvgged place to cut, isn't it?
DR. O'LEARY: About an average muscle.

Q You've tcld vs vhat the surgeons did to the
President. What are they Going <r trying to do for James Brady?
Exactly what happenad th2r?

DR. O'LTARY
you is rather cp@cnlatl
the tissue thzi ¢
operating inszid
salvage as nuct
recovering. '©Th

awain -- anything I'm telling
7 thay would have to remove
by canzged. Any time you're
3, for ve*} obvious reasons, you try and
= yo1 think has a remcie chance of
2 ouesd injury. It czuses a 1ot of damage.

ty that with the
evaL

. £ 3 :
demag2 sustainad bv the President, wouwlid thes vei ke in the near
future a necd to g bzl end zocpent

UR. OF r¥: I caid that wos eunlromzly rarmote.

Q Danter, would you say that :Ir. Brady's fighting

for his life?

DR, CGTLIDATV: T thint =sny Liere 4 rpatient i5 in critical
condition, in & secire he's fighting Zoxr his iifa,

0 Did the Zresidant golt any first aid in the car
on tha way oven?

DE. O'LEARY: I zeelly can't answer that gquestion. I
don't know. ;

0 Doctor, wiat type of medicztion is tha
President c¢n cr wlill ke be o wnile he's in the hospitel? 1Is he
on any IVs or anything elsa?

DR, O'LEARY: Ia'g cn intravenoue solution right now.
As I said, he required nc klcod intraoperatively and, as with any
patient, the medizaetions, reallv, depend upon what the patient's
needs are. I would eupect the Drasident is probably not going to
need very many medications execepl perhaps some modest painkillers
for a day or so.

Q (Inaudible.)

DR. O'LEARY: It depends. In a totally normal routine
I would guess probabkly a couple of mcnths after his hospitalization
so maybe 2-1/2 to three months might be a good gquess, but it is a
guess.

Q Would you recommend that he leave Washingtdn
for, say, his ranch?

DR. O'LEARY: Well, that's really up to him and his
staff. I'm sure that he will be adequately protected.

0 "That was Mr. Brady's brain waves? Uere they flat?
What can you tell us?

DR. O'LEARY: I don't know the answer to that question.
9] As a doctor would you advise him to take off
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further time beyond the time that he's hospitalized?

DR. O'LEARY: Well, *taking off time depends on what
you're talking about

Q I'm saying away f£rom the pressures of the
Presidency.

DR. OfLEARY: That's rea2lly not my judgment to make
for him. I think that I vouvlid urge b.n o limit his physical
activity within reazcn. fThere is no ason to believe that he has

any impairment of hie ability to make dec*51ons or what have you.
Making daciszicns is stressful kusiness but I think he's going to be
fuliy up to it.

Q Deoloer, earlicr there was a remort that the
bullet missed the hasrt by an inch. You s3id it missed by several
inches. Severazl inches iz a r2latively large amount of distance
within the cheszt. Was ithe heart much cioser th=n tha%? Do you have
an actual measuorament rathery thzn an estimale off hew close it came?

DP. O'L#ARYs: I wiarn 23 fic327v there in the
operating rocm. I £hinx I know whan i reports came because,
remember, when wa2're in an chers2ting room the only xray that we can
really get that's going to o2 veild iz cne thzi is taken from
front to back. Okay? And vien vou he1ld that up it looked as if
the bullet was 01c~? o the kheart., Euvt you are missing that third

1sion 1t turned out that the bullet was

12
51gn1flcangly rexowv2l frem the heart by severzal inches, as I said.

It was not cloce.

0 Could ycu tell us at what stage Mr. Brady is in
surgery now and about whan he will ke ccmplet=d?

DR. O'LEARY: Well, having seen some of these patients,
it may co on for hcouirs.

0 (Ina=dible.)

DR. O'LEARY: I hcnestly don't know that. I suspect so
but I don't know.

0 There were rerorts that the President wasn't
aware of what happened to him. %Whcn he first was shot, that he
didn't know what happened.

DR. O'LEARY: Sometimes there's some shock as a
consequence of being hit. You hear people described afterwards,
"My gocdness, I've been shot." So it's hard to know at what point
that realization hit him. I would think by the time he hit our
emergency room that he knew that he had been shot.

Q Were you notified that the President was coming?
DR. O'LEARY: Yes. Yes.
0 Who took the call?

DR. O'LEARY: Okay. I don't know where the call came
in from but we were notified in advance and he was here almost
immediately after that and was literally met by the trauma team at
the door.
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Q There were reperts that the bullet was a low

caliber bullet, Can ycu speculate as to what would have happened
with a higher caliber lkulle+? ‘

DR. O'LEARY: I really can't speculate on that. I'm '
not a ballistics expert.

Q (Inzndible.)

DR. O'LEARY: Y¥Yes, he was.

Q Are you seelking outside medical care?
DR. C'LEARY: DNot at this tire.

Q Were there no complicaions in surgery of any
kind?

PR, O'LEARY: No. EKe had a simple, penetrating bullet
wound into his left lurg and that was bazically it.

MGRE
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actually performing surgery, probably feur or five, between

Mr. McCarthy and the ‘President, neuro-surgic¢al teams working
separately.

MR. NOFZIGER: Is that. it ladies and gentlemen?

N

0 Thank you. >
Q Thank you, Doctor.
Q Could you spell the Doctor's name, please?

MR. NOFZIGER: O'Leary. O-'~L-e-a-r-y. Dennis with
two MNs and cne S.

Q Middle initial?

MR. MNCFZIGER Got a middle initial?

DR. O'LEARY: S.

MR. NOFZICER: S as in Sam.

¢] Specialty?

CR. O'LEARY: Internal medicine and hemotology.

MR, NOFZICER: ILet me thank you -- thank Dr. O'Leary
first of all, and then take upor ths White House the blame for
you nct getting d=tailed infecrmstion ocavlier., We had specifically
asked the team at the hospifal to lef: the White House handle
this and to weit until the surgery was over hefore there was any
briefing. &o if any of ycu have any cemplaints about lack of

information, dcn't blame them, Zlame me ~- which you've done
in- the past anyway.

0 If the operatiocn was completed at 5:30, was
there any reason why you waited so long to brief

MR. NOFZIGER: ©No, I n don‘t think the operation was
completed at~5:30. I thirk that by the time that it had been
closed up -- he had been clecsad up and was out of there, it
was considerably later than that. I think it was near 6:30,

Sam.

Q Can the Doctor verify that?

DR. O'LEARY: Th= hasic surgery was finished at
5:30. He was then closed, which is basically routine for a
procedure of this type, and I believe that they finished closing
very carefully at about 6:20.

0 (Inaudible.)

=

MR. NOFZIGER: Yes, he was

0 Uould you say that while the President was
incapacited here during the operation that the Vice President
was in charge? There was a report from the White llouse, I believe
that General Haig said that he was in charge? (Laughter.)

MR. NOFZIGER: I don't think I want to comment
on that. The President will be fully capable of making decisions
tomorrow, according to the doctors. In the meantime, the business
of government is going on normally and we expect it to ccntinue to.
And Vice President Bush is here and the rest of the government
is functioning normally, and we expect that it will continue to
do so.

Q When you say Bush is here -- where?
MR. NOFZIGER: He should be at the Tthite House.

0 Lyn, n one more question. Since you're taking
the blame, can you explain why --

MR. NOFZIGER: I would blame you, but --

Q (Inaudible.)
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MR. NOFZIGER: 1I'm sorry. Because the initial
reports to us were that he had 7ot been hit and by the time
I got to the hospital, w2 knsw that he had been. But you're
golng to ask me wiy =- =0 many had rumors run around these
things. Some of them cone from us. Some of them come from
you all.

Q Who arrived first -- the President or Brady?.

MR. NOFLIGER

.0
(]

canr:ct tell you that. I just
don't know.

Q The initial report came from whom?

MR. BEO

WZZGER: Probkably the wire services. That
was the first I hear

"1.

0 Eave you heard anything ebout the motive of
this thing?

NCIZIGFR: Mo, I have not. You'll have to talk
to the Secret Service end to the police abovt that. That's
outsicda of my area righit now.

Q- Will you establish now a schedule for regular

mecical bulleting?

. WCT ¢ My plan is to meet with the dcctors here
shortly aftex 7:00 tomorrow mncrning., We will +hen have a briefing
in the White Hovze Press Reoom s soon thereafter as possible. We
will notify yon. Hy guspici®t i i+ will prcbabkly be maybe
as early as 8:2) ancd ve i will bring Dr. O'Laary or one of
the doctors with us at thow tine.

0 (Inaudinle.

IIR. NCFZIGER: Yes, this was to keep you out of the
rain.

o) Have you considered invoking the 25th
Amendment that the Presideat be disabiled and rejected?

I'R. NOFZIGER: HNo. Ve have not considered it. Ve
have not considered invoiing it, no.

Q Did the Secret Service agent save the President's
life by stepping in frort?

MR. NOFZIGER: I do not know. I was not there.

(0] What is Bush's status nuw? Technically --

IfR. NOFZIGER: He is the Vice President. (Laughter.)

0 He is the acting President now, is he not?

MR. NOFZIGER: No, he is not.

Q Will he spend the night at the White House?

MR. NOFZIGER: I don't know. You‘d have to ask him.

Q Did the Presidential limousine go to any other
place or d4id it make a direct route from the scene of the shooting

to the hospital?

'IR. NOFZIGER: To the best of my knowledge, it came
directly to the hospital.

o) Can you put to rest all fears, all rumors,
that more than one gunman was involved in this?

MR. NOFZIGER: To the best of my knowledge, there

was only one MORE
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gunman. That's all we've heard of and the people who were on
the scene don't indicate there was anything more.

Q Is there evidence of a conspiracy behind
the scenes?

MR. NOFZIGER: I'm not going to get into that, for
go-dness'sake. We've been -- You know, we'll wait and let the
Secret Service and the police do their investigation and then
we'll look at it there. But I éon't think that that's even for
me to speculate on -- ne matter how farfetched it may be.

Q (Inaudible.)

MR. NOFZIGCER: I +hink that the President can speak
for himself on that when the time comes.

Q Who has physical possaession of the bullet
at this moment?

<.

IMR. NOFZIGER: To my knowledge, the Secret Service
does.

Now, if you all would heold it for just a moment,
I would like to re-intssduce Sheila Pattoa to you who is the
First Lady's Press Sacretary, and she can tell you about Mrs.
Reagan.

HORE
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TTCN: Mrs agan was,  calm
and composed tkrouc.c 2t this \.dg 1. She is grateful for
the outpouring of support and piavers from all over the world.
She's also graLeful for the fine medical attention that her

husband is receiving. And, 1la st'v, she's praying for Jim

Brady, for agent McCarthy, and Officer Delahante and she hopes
everyone else is too.

0 (Traudible.)
MS. PATTCN Mrs. Reagan heard there was a shooting
from her Secxet Secxv Zce gznt. ¥e had just returned to the

a
White Houss from a lunchecr. Shn immediately leit for the
hospxia" ard learned %that the President had been shot here at
+lss.— l‘ld JPLL*—. Y

0 Ste didn't know --

MS., PATTIN: She learned it after she arrived here.

0 -- ske'll be staying here all niaht?

MS. FATTON: Tlhat has not been determinad vet.

Q I"ow moay ninutes elarpsed when the Fresident
arrived -- (insudille) -~

IS. PATTON: To the best of my recolleciion, we
left about 235 of thrce.

¢ == that where. From the =-
MS., PATTCN: rFrom +he Vhite House in five minutes.

o Did Mre. Reagan have any contact with Mrs.
Brady at all during the --

ME. PATTON: Yes, she has seen both Mrs. Brady
and Mrs. McCarthvy.

Q Can you tell us anything about =--
MS. PATTON: 1Mo, it was a private meeting.

0 Vhere --

MS. PATTON: In an office near the emergency room.

o ~- visit the chaplain?

MS. PATTON: Yes, she did. She visited the chaplain.
Q) ‘hen was that?

MS. PATTON: fShortlv thereafter.

Shortly after she arrived?

MS. PATTON: After the President went up for
surgery.

D

"hat did she sav to him?

Lof
in
mn

PATTON: I do not know.
THE PRESS: Thank you.

MR. MOFZICGCER: Let me make a couple of quick
announcements. Vice President Bush is spending the nicht at
the Vice President's Residence. So, that clears that up.
cecondly, T've been asked do I want to move the A.M. brie€ina
to Room 450 in the EOB because it's larger and so let's move
it to Room 450 in EOB bhecause it's larger. e will see vou

there in the morning. Thank you.




—~
~

- 18 -

0 Is that going to be it for tonight? Should

we anticipate any announcements regarding Jim Brady?

MR, NOFZIGER: My fﬂellna is that depending on

the 51huat10n, I would rot ruie it out. 8ut: that will come out
of the White House briefing room. T think we can wind up this -

place here after this briefina. I think that will be more
convenient for all of us.

0 Fave our alliess abroad been contacted about
the President's stable couxditican?

MR. NOFZIGER: I czrnot tell you if our allies
have been contacted. But. I would be willing to bet that they
had been.

Q (Inaudible.)

MR, MOFZIGER: I cannct answer that. I do - not
know.

EFHD B:15 P.M,
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