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THE \vHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release March 30, 1981 

BRIEFING FOR THE PRESS 

The Briefing Room 

(3:37 P.M. EST) 

M..."R..GERGEN: Good afternoon. This is to confirm the 
statements made at George Washington hospital that the President 
was shot once in the left side, this afternoon, as he left the 
hotel. 

His condition is stable. 

A decision is now being nade whether or not to operate 
to remove the bullet. The White House and the Vice President are 
in communication. And the Vice President is now en route to 
Washington. He is expected to arrive in the city this afternoon. 

hospital. 
additional 
site. 

Mrs. Reagan is currently with the Preside nt at the 
For your background, we anticipate that press statements, 
press statements, will be forthcoming from the hospital 

, I'd like to . add two notes. We have been informed by 
Jim Baker that the President walked into the hospital. 

I would also like to inform y ou that in the building 
as of the moment a r e the Secre tary of Sta t e , the Secre t a r y of the 
Treasury , the Secretary o f Defense, and the Attorney General as 
well as other assistants to the President. 

Q What building, the hospital? 

MR. GERGEN: No, in this building. 

Q Do yo u ha ve a ny cond i t i o n on Br a dy , o n Jim Brady ? 

MR. GE RGEN: I'm sorry, we do not. We wo uld l ike t o 
get t ha t f or y ou as rap i dly a s possib l e . 

Q Will the Vice Pres i dent act a s Pr e sident un de r 
t he se conditions ? 

:rn. GE R GE:·; : :Jo . Beca~s e o f t h e del ic a cy o ~ the 
sit;iation we wanted to in~o rm yo u t~e Vice Pr esident l3 on 

I wo u l d er8hasize o nce agai~ that the ? ~e s i~e~t ' s 

- r ....... _:; CJ ::_- ~- ~. I ":." e i~ ,,.-.0 .,_, I ~ 
---'~· -



( 

- 2 -

Q Is the Pre~ident conscious now? Is the President 
conscious? 

MR. GERGEN: I'm sorry, I do not know the information 
on that so I'm really not able to respond. 

Let me say this, let me just emphasize this f?r your 
background: the folks at the hospital are obviously closer to this 

MORE 
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situation from a moment-to-moment basis and we are here. We are 
obviously in very close communication with them and we will try to 
keep you informed here. But-that the primary statement, we expect, will 
be coming from the hospital because we feel that they are closer to 
the facts. 

Q Who is there, David, at the hospital? 

MR. GERGEN: Well, as of the moment, in addition to Mrs. 
Reagan as I've informed you and others -- Mike Deaver, as you know, 
and Dave Fisher were with the President at the time. Four people 
went up together, Ed Meese, Jim Baker, Larry Speakes and Lyn Nofziger 
went together to the hospital -- oh, I'm not sure of the time. Frankly, 
the time of these events have run together somewhat. 

But we will try to keep you poster here as well as we can. 
I think you all understand the delicacy of the situation. I simply 
don't want to report facts that we're uncertain of as of the moment. 

This is really to confirm what has been said from the 
hospital already. 

Q David, do you know whether there's any plans to move 
the President to Bethesda, or Walter Reed, or is he going to stay at 
George Washington? 

MR. GERGEN: I cannot answer either of those auestions. 
We will, as soon as we get additional information, we will obv iously 
try to help you. 

I think if you'll be patient, as the situation demands, 
we will try to get as much information for you as possible. 

Q Dave,is the President under any sedation? 

MR. GERGEN: I cannot answer that. I really would like -­
we basically wanted to let you know where we were as of the moment. 
We will try to let you have further information as we can. Thank you 
very much. 

Q What time with the Vice President arrive? 

MR. GERGEN: Later this afternoon. 

END 3:42 P.M. EST 



THE hTHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release March 30, 1981 

BRIEFING · FOR THE PRESS 
BY LARRY SPEAKES 

The Briefing Room 

(4 : 09 P .M . EST) 

MR . SPEAKES: Mainly I wanted to come here to let you 
·know that I will be pre~ent here throughout . Lyn Nofziger's at 

the hospital . He will be making statements from there. We will 
have the same info"rmation here. 

I can only say what we said earlier, that the President 
has a gunshot wound in the left side of the chest, is in stable 
condition. 

Jim Brady has been shot. It is a head wound. We have 
no information on his condition. 

That's the extent --

Q Is the President in surgery? 

Q Are they in surgery yet? 

MR. SPEAKES: I can't ·Say. 

Q Is Brady? 

Q We have gotten confirmed reports, so have other 
network news, so have the wires, can't you help us with that, 
Larry? 

MR. SPEAKES: As soon as we can confirm it we will, 
and I just 

Q Larry , his brother 1 s been called by the White 
House and has been told that the President is in surgery right now, 
that he's already had blood transfusions. Is y our information going 
to be that far behind what we 1 re getting from other sources? 

MR. SPEAKES: Lesley, we will do our very best to 
keep it up. As you know, earlier when I was out here, our initial 
report was that the President was not· hit. That's what we run into 
when we try to give information when we are not hundred percent sure 
or we don't have it from the source. We do have somebody there with 
the President. I will b e he~e. I just wanted to le t you know I'll 
come down e very 15 or 20 or 30 minutes just to let you know exactly 
what we know and will also let you know when we don't have any 
further information. 

Q Is that the extent of what you know, what y ou've 
just said now, is that the extent of what you know? 

MR . SPEAKES: T:-i at ' s the extent of what I can say at 
th.:.s point . 

Q Can you check on the surgery and come back? 

r10RE 
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Q Could you confirm the surgery report with a 
phonecall or something? 

M...~. SPEAKES: I will. 

Q Not 15 ninutes~ but a few minutes? 

Q Larry, can you give us an understanding of how 
serious the chest wound is? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. 

Q Do you have any idea? There are reports that 
it punctured the lung. 

MR. SPEAKES: We can't confirm that yet. We've talked 
to the doctors but, you know, we cannot confirm that yet. 

Q Larry, can you confirm reports that Jim is in 
surgery now? 

M...~. SPEAKES: Yes. 

Q What process does the United States government 
go through with foreign governments when something like this occurs? 

MR. SPEAKES: Jerry, there is a notification process 
and I think the State Department has moved on that. 

Q Has the U . S~ military been placed on any higher 
readiness? 

MR. SPEAKES: Not that I'm awar·e of. There were some 
questions about the Vi ce President. I understand he was in Texas 
today. He is returning. He's expected to arrive at Andrews around 
8:00 o'clock this evening according to the information that I have 
now. He has been informed, h e is in communication. 

Q Would he assume emergency powers? 

Q Wi ll there be a division of labor of any kind? 

MR. SPEAKES: Not that I'm aware of. i·ie j ust haven't 
crossed those bridges yet . 

Q Wha t' s the nature of the not i fication that t he 
State Department i s mak ing with f oreign governments? 

MR. SPEAKES : I'm sure i t .' s a noti f i c ation to ind i cate 
tha t the Pres i dent i s in stable c o nd i tion. 

Q vmo' s running the government right now? 

Q I f the President goes into surge ry and goes under 
a naesth e sia , would Vice Pres ident Bush be c ome the acting P res ~dent 
at that moment o r under what circ UI".ls tances does he? 

MR . SPEAKES: I cannot ans wer that question a t this 
time . 

Q How about the crisis management team? Would that 
come into effect? 

Q Larry , what is the conside ration is not keeping us 
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more up to date on the President's condition? We know he's in surgery 
and no one seems to be able to come out and confirm it. Why the time 
lag? 

MR. SPEAKES: Lesley, I would assure you there is no 
reason except we want to be completely sure of our facts. 

Q Well, is the President's surgery · a fact? 

MR. SPEAKES: I'm sorry, I cannot do it from here at 
this time. 

Q What can you tell us about the gunman who's in 
custody? 

MR. SPEAKES: Absolutely nothing. That would have to 
come from Secret Service or the police. 

Q Larry, who'll be determining the status of the 
President and whether the Vice President should, in fact, become 
the acting President? · 

MR. SPEAKES: Pardon? 

Q Who will be determining the status of the 
President --

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know the details on that. 

Q Larry, wh~t~s the note say? 

MR. SPEAKES: I'll let you know shortly. 

Q Listen, will you announce it each time you come 
out here, Larry? 

END 4:25 P.M. EST 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Rel ea s= March 30 , 19 81 

BRIEFING FOR THE PRESS 
BY 

SECRET ARY HAIG 

The Briefing Rcom 

4 :1.4 P .M. EST 

SECRETARY HAIG: I just wanted to touch upon a few 
matters associated with today's tragedy. First, as you know, we 
·are in close touch with the Vice President who is returning to 
Washington. We have in the Situation Room all of the officials 
of the Cabinet who should be here and ready at this time. 

We have informed our friends abroad of the situation, 
the President's condition as we know it, stable, now undergoing 
surgery. And there are absolutely no alert measures that are 
necessary at this time we're contemplating. 

Now, if you have some questions, I'll be happy to take 
them. 

Q The Crisis Management, is that going to be put into 
effect when Bush arrives? 

SECRETARY HAIG: The Crisis Management is in effect. 

Q Who bs 1
• making the d e cisions fo r the government 

right now? Who's making the decisions? 

SECRETARY HAIG: Constitutionally, gentlemen, you have 
the President, the Vice President, and the Secretary of State in 
that order and should the President decided he wants to t r ans fer 
the helm to the Vice President, he will do so. He has not done 
that. As of now, I am in control here, in the White House, pending 
r eturn of the Vice President and in close touch with him. If 
something came up, I would check with him, of course. 

Q What i s the e xtent of t h e Preside nt's injury? 

SECRETARY HAIG: i\iell , as best we know, h e's h a d one 
round enter his body , in the l eft side, into the l eft lung and 
there is surgery underway to remove the round now . When the 
President entered surgery, he was conscio us. His si gns were stab l e . 
And the situation is very clear. 

Q Did you talk 

SECRET.!l.RY HAIG : No , I 

T was in close touch wi th b o th ~r . 

and have been f rom --

wi th h i m by phone be f ore surgery? 

did not no r was i t n ece ssary . 
:v1a ·ese a nd .:1r . Bak e r throughou t 

Q Mr . Se c retary, approximate l y rl . -
'-'lG you arri ve 

tje White House afte r ~al lowing --

SL CRET? .. RY HAIG: Ver~ ~e~ ~orents aft er t h e inc i den t , 

SECRET.:..?.':' HAIG : - -
·~r;.c 12 ~s-.::. 2n c 
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television what you saw and it sounds serious. 

Q What's the reaction of the Soviets on this? 

Any reaction? 

SECRETARY HAIG: I don't anticipate any reaction. 
I think you've gotten all that you need for the moment. In fact 

Q Will you remain iL charge here until the Vice 
President returns? 

SECRETARY HAIG: We will stay right where we are until 
the situation clarifies. 

Q How long has the President been in surgery, sir? 

Q When is the Vice ?resident expected here? 

Q 8:00. 

SECRETARY HAIG: Later this afternoon. 

Q Do you know when the operation began on the President, 
about what time? 

Q Will he go to the hospital? 

SECRETARY HAIG: Was I here? Yes. 

Q What time? 

SECRETARY HAIG: .What time was the -- I don't know. Just 
it was shortly after that announcement that you heard on the --

Q What time will the Vice President be back, sir? 

Q Early evening. 

SECRETARY-· HAIG: I'm not going·to-make it a habit of 
saying what I 

Q Will you come back and talk to us soon? 

Q Mr. Secretary, any additional measures being taken --
was this a conspiracy or was this a --

SECRETARY HAIG: \\le have no inc.ications of anything like 
that now, and we are not going to say a word on that subject until the 
situation clarifies itself. 

Q Do you anticipate from what vou know of the President's 
condition that the Vice President will have to for a period of time 
take the role of acting President? 

Q That's a fundamentally premature question, 

END (4:22 P.~1. EST) 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of the Press Secretary 
(H~shington, D.C.) 

For Immediate Release March 30, 1981 

BRIEFI!TG FOR THE PnESS 
})Y r.~ t;op~~ ! SER 

Ro;;s Ha.11, 
Ge•.::>rge Was2"t.in·;;·{·.cn. Ufd.ve::-sity Hospital, 

w·ashingtcn, D. C. 

(5:10 P.M. E$i') 

The firr.t cone":",]:::.::. :::i.E-! F~:"2~:> ·~d~ : .-1·;:. tI·:. t,:~:~~ :L:.r1-to s~~rge-'.!"'y 1:onghly an 
hour ago. He ~. !='. s·:::~. il t .hc:·:i:-e .-o:.r. .-:l ui ';_} b~ U'~~~z-~ £or a t~i~ile longer. 
However, the r.k·ct.ors ha:·.re ·.;cr:1·::: oui: c·t:::i (!:!. ·,r0n. 2. p::elin:i.nary report 
to Mrs. F.~;c:. ::;.:;.xi and t:1f~i.:: \·!o::-~. L:: ~: :·;-::-i: :·:} ~~ r,; .. .:;::·:.:=.5. ·l· :.c:.1 is good and 
it is stabls. 

in surgery. 
knowledge. 

:~~''ii3X-:'!L.:::J .::l::~ ~::;..·:;;.:.'.·:: .. <:::~ :::- ;>::.-.:::.'JS ~'-?..:·ret;;zy 1 he is still 
He he.::;; a hec::·.·:1 ··:C:l.)X!l°'l :~;::~ }·!~~::7c~1<l t.~1at I ll.c:.ve no further 

he is in surg,.:.;:cy and it i.3 
at that. 

I ti..:i.r~J: th~t we' 11 just let it go that 
h"'2J.l,. ! think we' 11 just let it go 

Q C:·m 1·:·"c;'. :;~· :.:.:firm it or not that Brady has 
suffered a se:::ious bs~,~~ wo~:u;~~:. · :. 

MR. NOFZIC.:?.R: I can c.:mfirm that Hr. Brady suffered a 
serious head wound, yes. 

Q Where is ·vL:~ P;:-esi<l·~n.t Bush? 

MR. NOFZIGER: !,3;;; 1:. 1 heard, he was on an airplane 
headed this way. 

Q Are· ycu going to arrange a medical briefing for 
us later today? 

MR. NOFZIGER: T11e will try to arranqe one after the 
President is out of surgery and after we've talked to them. Yes, 
we will try to do that. 

Now, one further thing. t·Je will continue to keep you 
posted here this afternoon and tonight. Tomorrow we expect to 
move the briefings back down to the t·Jhi te House and do them in 
their regular -- in the regular setting there. 

Q How about the other men who were shot.? 

M .... "R.. NOFZIGER: I have no information on them. 

One at a time. 

MOP.E 
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Q Was the bullet inside the President? Is that 
why they went in and w&n Lhire •~nr·~:! th&n one bullet? 

HR. NOFZJ:G~~R: 'l'!:,.~re \<:as o:'1ly one bullet and I· just 
cannot comment on t.:::ie op(~ratioi.l. I ho.~:~n" t had a chance to talk to 
the doctors. 

Q T'!hc i:; ·::h.::? P::7<:si6c~:~t' s doctor? 

?·IR. NOFZicr:;~: I C.o no .. ..:. hiive a na.11\e. 

Q ;-"-·1~4~1e ) \ .l. I H.\• '. . ·-'J ·• > 

V.LR. ~. r_,:: .·zr.c::-::::s..: '.!'..~::.'3 o"lY thing th"t I want to say is 
that he Hill be i:::-:. ·tt:~:.n.~ ~:o~· a wh:~. J.s ~·et. 

0 i.J .".'! y;:·~l .·.;::i. .::·:: \.1L2-t~;;:r c.'.:" :..10~ the lung colla~n:ed 
becat!se of the ~~;)·~·:; ·::',': 

doctors say h.i~-{ 

began? 

Q Ye~. 

Q Is t~~:::e 3.~y th·:it•ght of tr~1sferring the 
President to a-:ly ot..~~r hos pital? 

~~'R. NOF:?:!G:EP..: \·Jq'lJ. just \..rait and see. You're a 
little pi:-~matu:::e. 

Q Can yc':...l ccr~fi::::m that it's cpen chest surgery? 

MR. NCFZ!GER: No, I can't. 

Q Lyn, tl~.d t:h~y g .1ve you a specific location on 
the bullet? How close to the ~,.2 c.<r ·::. did it come? 

MR. NOPZ.T.GER: My pre;J.lninary reports were t.liat it 
entered the left chest and cle~rly it did not -- no, I can't. 
It did not, obviously -- there is no indication that it nicked the 
heart or anything like that. 

Q {Inaudible.) 

MR. NOFZIGER: I can't tell you. 

Q Was the President conscious before the surgery 
or did he lose consciousness? 

MR. NOFZIGER: He was conscious as he went into 
surgery. 

Q Did he say anything? 

HR. NOFZIGER: Oh, yes. I have some stuf f here. I'm 
glad you reminded me of that because I took some notes. As he was 
going d0\'>7n the hall into surgery he winked at Baker, James Baker. 

MORE 
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Q Say it again, please? 

MR. NOFZIGER: Yes. As he was going down the hall on 
the gurney, I guess they call them, to surgery, he winked at Baker. 
He had earlier told Senator Laxalt, who was there, "Dontt worry 
about me. I'll make it." He had told Hrs. Reagan, "Honey, I 
forgot to duck." 

Q What? 

HR. NOFZIGER: "I forgot to duck." And as they were 
wheeling him into :'1·:1!''J'S:i.Y he sa.w neese and Baker and Deaver there 
and he said, ''Who 1 s rr.t:::!ing t..'1.e store?" And then when he got into 
the oper<:lting roo:rn h~ lc.:okE1d ai: t.."1e ~actors and he said, "Please 
tell me yo-:.i 're Re~;ublica.ns." (Laughter.) 

So 

Q (Inaudible.) 

MR. NO:FZ!GER: 'I!:'let, literal!.?, is all I have and if 
you will excuse m& we w:t J.1 keep you infc~TLled as quickly as we know 
anything. 

Q Lyn, a.re they still in the operation? 

MR. NOFZIGER: I don' ·i: kriow. I don It have the 
vaguest idea. I don't k!iOW. I '11 check on that. I don't know. 

E~1D 5:25 P.M. EST 
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THE WHITE HOUSE : 

Off ice of the Press Secretary 
- 1 

For Immediate Release March 30, 1981 

(5:23 P.M. EST) 

BRIEFING FOR THE PRESS 
BY LARRY SPEAKES 

The Briefing Room 
.. 

MR. SPEAKES: Let me say, to start with, that I will 
not be able to answer any questions and essentially confirming 
what's been said from the hospital. The President is still in 
surgery and he will be ·for a while·, but the doctors in a preliminary 
report to Mrs. Reagan have just assured her that his condition 
remains good. 

As far as the report _about Jim Brady, it is .untrue 
and he is in serious condition. Thank you~ 

END (5:24 P.M. EST) 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Pre~s Secretary 
(W~sh ingt.0!\, D. C. } 

For Immediate Release 

(7:30 P.M. ES'.I') 

BRI:EI-'!'::lG FOR T~·~E PRESS 
f.Y !.,Y::! );:OFZ ICER, 

[ ;I{. Ci : ;..i(~J.~;::..Y, 
Al?~) s:~BIT.i~. PN.L'TON 

FDSS H:;ill, 
Geo rgc He.. ·"!hi~,gt.·~:-1 Uni v~r::.:' i ty Hospital, 

W~s~i&gton, D.C. 

March 30, 1981 

M-:l. f-1.'):t'"ZTC:S'?.~ r.c:c"l. ~-~s c;nd g~n.tle:i::1e'.'1, can I have your 
attention. Evc:ry~<H~-7 h2.)'"Jf:::-? ·:-~1e P:::--::3 :!\'ier~t ir: o'.!t of s~1rgery 
and is in g~o~ <>:>:--.::h ' : :~c.;,;, ,:nc'l ! hc:v~ :.-1 ~:- :) :.."-":fl :. 1.:. ·,·:i ::~ IT::) he::-= tb.is 
evening r·;.-. DP.~.")!'_.: ... ~ C'L-=::~->~y, \ .. :::.::. is ·d::·': .:.i-<-:.~''.1 f'._··1:· c.:.i.:r-.i::::El Affairs 
at George i ·:af:<hing-!·;:,:'l C~i ·;;·,~ :::-~:: 5. t.y fa.;:-:r-i te.l. B>.:.t\'"<:."! :i: go·i: t!.1at? 

Ell. !J(~ ·t- zIGZ:::P.: Dr. o '::...:,;;ar:r T:!iJ.l brief ycu on the 
President's op::-z;::t -~.'.';n ;:.:..J. en his c,::.~r;&i'.:.ion as well c.s that of the 
Secret Servic.::! u!~~;1L. 

Fo~. loi:ing th~::, [b1:,d}.:\ Patton, who is Mrs. Reagan's 
press secreta.~:y·, \ .. d.ll h~:0.\7'2- a i .. ·ozd tc; sa;:· about l1r5. R~-~gan. So 
now let me in Lx·~duce to }'oi.:.. D:i:. Dsnnis o 'Leary. Doctor? 

DR. 0 1 LEARY: Thank you. Should I use the podium? 

r~.r. Nofzi gs-·::- r :u.s t~ld you t.he P:::-esidi:·nt io in the 
recovery room. He :Lt:: :tn i:d;::;: . .t.:i.e co~di tion and. he is awake. He 

was at no ti!:,~ in c...ny ::-:~:;:ic-:.1s c:o.n1y:.:.r. He was ale:rt and awake with 
stable vital signs I.."!? v~·: ·'.:'il ·:..11~ tL;:e he underwent ::~nesthesia. He 
was in the oper ating roc,m :L.:r apj_Yr.C•ximately two hours. Part of that 
time was spent ascertr.in::.::g th~-:: i~e .:!id not have any blood in his 
abdominal cav.t ty. Indeed, he ~ ·: ..... :. not. It was a s ir.g le bullet 
wound that entered slightly ur:,::.c:'!.·n~~ :it~1 the left ar:npit. It traversed 
about three inches of the ch~::t :·;~11 a.nd then ricochete"."1 off the 
seventh rib into the left lcw~r lobe of the lung and moved about 
three inches into the lw1g substar.ce itself. 

The operative incision was about six inches in width, 
a relatively si~ple procedure. The bullet was removed and then the 
incision was closed. As I say, he is stable and in good condition. 

Q T·fuat is the prognosis for his recovery? 

DR. O'LEARY: Tho prognosis is excellent. 

Q You are saying that he will no doubt recover? 
How long a time, Doctor? 

DR. O'LEARY: That is always difficult to say. The 
President, howe ve r, is an excellent physical spe cime n and we do 
not anticipate any problems. It is always hard to be precise as to 
how long he'll be hospitalized, but he is clear of head and should 
b2 able to make decisions by tomorrow, certainly . 

MORE 
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Q Did the bullet fragment when it hit the lung? 

DR. O'LEARY: 'i'he bullet was distorted and we believe 
that it probably was dist·~.rted by ~rirtu~ of impacting against the 
seventh rib as it x:ediracted :tts path into the. lung tissue. 

Q Any per::-:·;.?..ner..t dnn;age done to the heart? 

DR. O'LEARY: WiJ do re··~ believe there is any permanent 
injury. The heart area ·.:-.1a~ ::::~<-.:?lo=ed. 'l'he heart was not involved 
at all. There wer~ r.o ma~j .... 1r i:;!.cc~1i:::'J po~.nts in the lung and there 
was no involvt.;;·;cni.: o:i: 'l:he aort=i, th3 major vessel running through 
the chest. 

Q F.~s the lung Deen rcinflated? 

DR. aeI.E.7\f'.:1'.': ':'ha lt;.ng h:;.s bo::en reinflated. He has a 
couple of chest tubes in. 

PR. o 'r_.?.AR'.:: Okv.y. ?~r. l'·!'.'~~r,:~t:hy h~:3. a single bullet 
wound also. It e.n~:(~red ·C.:;s ;:·:.~ tm:i\°n: z-:t0:-.~:. cb~~~t E:.nd passed through 
the lung "ti.ssue c~~.si~':l v·~_;_:t=.t.:\). ly r..:-J 0u•\'3-'3"'~ ~t all ex;:apt for the 
passage tract. I"<:: p::;.s. ~;~~c"' ~:}'!.~-?:;;- .::--. ·c.oe cli.-'ll,:;hr;:~gri into 'th·~ dome of the 
liver emd pa~~c-d t .'!"1z·ou9h tho::~ Li .. ·;.;2.;: i;ito the lc::t:.;r..:<.l sid<:1 of the 
chest wbere it lf,:5.']r..•C: r.t9·ai:.~t. t.!1~ 2'!10. of the e~.evt=:'r.th rib o Mr. 
McCarthy had -- c:i.d h;:;.v\~ blood ;_n l~i3 ~bdcr.linnl cavity. The same 
test. that was p~·~f.:r.::e.:! cm. 'tb.<:. Prr-:'..;~ .d~nt was D.2.so pe~forrned on him 
and it was posi ~:J."v·~. Th$ c:.C·'~.:.::n:!.r; .'·· l ~avi. t.y wus c;:.r.Bfully e:-:plored 
and the only damage W2!S the b~.:>.ll.~·t. through t!le liver itself and a 
drain was placed in this a.:.:-r:_~,:t and ha i:; coing extremely well, has 
been in the intensive care U.:.'1it now for about 45 minutes. 

Q James B~~~y? 

DR. 0 I I.I:ARY: 
His condition is criticnl. 
at this time. 

O~ny. Mr. Brady is still in surgery. 
vfa dor,' t have any further information 

Q Dr. O'Leary, how long would you anticipate that 
the President would remain hc~pitalized? 

DR. O'LEARY: Th."lt is difficult to say. It might be 
as long as two weeks but that is just a guesstimate at this point 
in time. 

Q Will the President remain here? 

DR. O'LEARY: A couple questions. That's not for me 
to answer. The question was the amount of blood. The President 
required transfusion of approximately five units of blood before 
surgery but none during the course of surgery. Mr. McCarthy required 
no transfusions at all. 

Q Can you tell us about the D.C. policeman? 

DR. O'LEARY: The D.C. Policeman was taken to the 
Washington Hospital Centero We have no firsthand information on him. 

Q Can you tell us about the Brady surgery? 
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DR. O'LEARY: He was shot in the forehead. 

Q Which side? 

DR. O'LEARY: I'm not c~rtain, sir. The bullet did pass 
through his br&in and came cut. the other side. He obviously has 
significant br:iin ir..j t~ry a:1d !;.~ is in critical condition but I'm 
sorry, we have no fuz-th~r inf:J~.CCintiou &t this time. 

Q Dr. O'L~ary, who performed the operation on the 
President? 

DR. O'LF:;RY: ':':'hi:; or::e::!:'at.ion on the President was 
perforrr.e>d by Dr. B·?r: .?.-7.:::-cn, ~,·.:~o 1 s on our full t.ime faculty here as a 
cardiovaiJcular thc·:.:-<:<.cic s 1.:J:g~on. 

DR. O 'J .. E!i.RY: The 1:3.st ~:u:r..a is spelled capital A, 
small A, r-o-n. Fin~\: na.r.e, n12n~i::.:nin. 

Q Hls ti tl<:?? 

DR. c~LBZ".RY: !:!!l t;:ying to think. I think he's an 
associate prof\~.sscr of f:u:cq·cry. 

Q tJZ\c ~).se? 

DR. Or LZ.ARY: Ok'.'!y. 'I!;e o+_"ier surgeon w~s Dr. Joseph 
Giordano, G-i-o-r-d-a-r:.-o, "'~~u is r.~~d of our traurr.a tean and was 
in the emergency :r.oom almost simultaneously wit.'11 the 
arrival of the President. 

Q ~fuy did the operation take so long? 

DR. O'LEARY: Th~ length of the operation really had a 
lot to do with the te~;ti.ng to m:"!k.e su=e that there ·:1as no bleeding 
into the abG.ominal cavity. That took about 45 minutes. 

Q What was t."1at test? 

DR. O'LEARY: It's called a peritoneal lavage. 

Q How do you spoll that? 

DR. O'LEARY: P-e-r-i-t-o-n-e-a-1. Lavage, L-a-v-a-g-e. 

Q Why was that important? 

DR. O'LEARY: Okay. That test is i~portant -- is very 
simple, a small incision is made beneath the umbilicus and several 
liters of fluid are placed into the abdomen and then the fluid is 
brought back outside and looked at to determine whether there~s any 
blood in it. That fluid can move anywhere throughout the whole 
abdominal cavity and if any organ has been darnag-d and there's any 
bleeding, one will find blood in the fluid that comes out. That 
test was negative and the President, as I said, positive in Mr. 
McCarthy. 

Q Doctor, in view of the President's age, is there 
any danger that the lung might collapse again? 

MORE 



( 

- 4 -

DR. O'LEARY: Very doubtful. The President is 
physiologically very helpful. ':'he :;.:iliber of the bullet is going 
to be very hard to tell in the Pre~ident because it was a really 
mangled bullet. 

Q Is the=e a possj~~lity of any other complications? 

DR. O'Lr:AnY: :t·c'~ r~.2lly doubtful. Again, I would 
emphasize that he is phy:dologic.;;.lly very young and in good shape. 

Q Cr,i.:i ym1 tell us w!:ere the bullet entered, at 
what angle, fro~ th.a front, fr.:n:i t11•3 rear? Can you get into that? 

t.,,,, ., , w•.· --t one ~-muld assume th~t it probably 
seemed t0 co':\•'~ f:::·:-:r1 " :..itt:lr.: b5_t ·cop co\·m, cm·tc!'.'ing approximately 
here {ga::::t.urin~j , t.:.~.ve;:· ~:...;·rl C::,,\,"Il. 

Q Could you ~ove ov~r. he.re? 

DR. O'L::'.:?;RY: Yee. Tre.vered down a!?)?X"CY.imately three 
inches, striki~·J ~:h-$ t0p cf t.h~ s.·~ =.;c~nt!~ ::::_~, l:'l.t-:rc...lJ.y, and then 
going ab0ut th:r-ee .ir;c:h.es i~1to t':\a tis'3n:::: of ·i:.h-~ lu.r:g itself. 

Q It defl<:.:ct.~d down:.va::d further from t...~e seventh 
rib? 

DR. 0 'LS.!\P.Y: No. It's j ike corning down, hitting the 
rib and then C.efl~ct5.;:g in to tu}::e a n2-w pnth. 

Q Where was it act'1ally fcund? 

DR. O 'LE.?\P.Y: It "'n.s in t..'1e parencyma of the -- in the 
tissue of the lung itself, contai4ad wit.i;in the lung itself. 

Q Yon Si)id t..h.at tha President was ccnscious for 
much of the tfr,te. NLat, if ~ :-~yt."1ing, did h.e say? 

DR. c ':L..ZAI{'!: t+~ll, th~ surgeons said that his last 
remark before he unden-;Qnt 2nesthesia was he wanted to make sure 
that all of them were Republicans. 

Q Were they? 

DR. O'LEARY g They said that today everyone is a 
Republican. 

Q Doctor, how narrowly did the President escape 
mortal injury? 

DR. O'LEARY: That's a hard question to answer. As I 
stated, he was never in any serious danger. The bullet was really 
not very close to any vital structure. 

Q How far is not so close? How far from the heart? 

DR. O'LEARY~ Probably several inches. 

Q Is ,that because it struck the rib? 

DR. O'LEARY: If it had not struck the rib it might not 
have even entered the lung cavity. It could have passed right through 
the chest wall if it had not struck the rib. 
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Q Doctor, would you say that, clinically speaking, 
the President is fully able to di~charga the duties of his office 
as of now? 

DR. O'LEARY: I ~culn say pr~bably not now. One has 
to let the effects of the an~r-:t.hcsia wear off but I think all of us 
feel that by tomorrcw t.."1.at he 'KO'.i1.c1 b~ fully ca.pable of doing that. 

Q If t hcr.2 w~r~ ~ ba~ic decision he had to make 
tomorrow, a decision of ~tatr~, W\."lt:.ld he be able to do it? 

DR. 0 'I.EARY: We believe that he would be able to do it. 

Q Who's op~::-ating en Jl.rn Brady? 

D:R.. O' '.!',!<~i;.RY: C~:c('! · n:;;.~ . Art~ur Kobrine, K-c--1'-r-i-n-e. 
He is O!?cra-::ing on H-c . B=u.ciy . !le is e~1 associate profeszo:- of 
neurosurgery. 

Q Is it pos~ible to gi,i·3 t:s any prog!lcsis on 
James Bra1y? 

Dr.. o ' !,El'.-RY: It t t: r<~&lly no":. po!:;sible right now. As 
I said, he'~ i!l c:d.1::1.c.:al cor,r1i'\:ion. Arly t.~ing I would say would 
be highly spac·llla~cbre. 

Q Is Br~dy bein-3' k~pt alive artificially? 

NO?.E 
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DR. O'LEARY: 

Not at the present time although in the operating room, remember 
that you've got respirators and monitors and, you know, what 
have you. 

Q Is he on a respir~tor now? 

DR. O' LEARY: Well, almost anyone undergoing 
brain surgery would be on a respirator. 

Q D~. O'Leary, aside from the obvious gunshot 
wound, did the Presi~cnt s~ff~r any other injuries? Were there 
any abrasions, contusions surrou:uding the --

DR. o' LEARY: T·.1ell, not as we' re able to ascertain. 
It's possible 'c~;.:it 't·.Je missed a s~all contusion here or there. 
But he was gone over quite carefully. 

Q Whv 'l';Jas the PreidE!nt forth to this 
hospital and when d:U( ·L!-.e hospital receive word from the ambulance 
that he would be on the way? 

D!(. O' LE1,,FY: I can't tell you for certain but 
I believe we W~L"e p:r.:.bably the clos ·3st hocpi tal i1hich would have 
been the pn:.:.0e:Y~. thi:1.J t0 :-:in. I r'2r.:'[::i. ved infot!natic!l at a:Cout 
twenty of three that he: wc;.3 in ·the er.'ergency rooll' and I think 
he probably got there aro~nd 2:30. 

0 Who got there first, Erc:dy or the President? 

DR. O' LE.ARY: ('}ray I ! 1 B not sure ~.rho got there 
precisely first. They all C3.TI'e ve::-y fast. 

0. -- hot-r about Brac1y? (Inaudible.) 

DR. O' LP.A~Y ~ t·!ell, we maintain a stock of blood. 
Please remember the ~·.rashir:gtcn -- we do: not run our o"rn blood 
bank. The Fed Cross hc:is a - regional center that is very near 
by and we have all the blood we need within minutes. 

O Did vou have enough inroediately or 

DR. O' LEARY: Yes. 

Q (Inaudible.) 

DP .• O'LEJlP.Y: I can't answer that question. I 
don't know. 

Q Doctor, f.o you know if the -- Pre sident 
required {inaudible) -- of the lung? 

DR. O'LEARY: OY.ay, it appears as if the major 
reason for bleedinq within the chest was as a conseauence of 
the hole l"ade ~·1hen - the bullet actually entered the lunq substance 
itself. -- the only bleeding signs that really could De determined 
and ! although he bled down about five units of blood, it was 
never very brisk. It was kind of steady hleeding. It was 
very easy to trans f use him and keep up with his blood los s. 

Q ~hat is five units of blood? Pow do vou 

DR. O'LEARY: ~ .. ·1ell, each, let's see, hrn,r can I 
make that simple, it's arout t\<ro a.nc a half quarts, total of 
two and a half quarts. 

0 -- lungs collapsed? 

DR. O 'LEARY : Hhrt? 
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Question about collapse~ over here. 

O Is his lunq Rtill collapsed? 

DR. O'LEARY: r·~o, he hes a chest tube. ' And all 
one has to do is, usually through a chest tube, is to 9et it 
in and get the air out of the spo.ce between the lung an0. the 
chest wall and the lung expands. 

IIe hcid a cl-.eEt tube placed in the chest in the 
emergency room within Pinutec after he ·was in the erierc;i-ency 
room. 

Q fo, he's again breathing norroall~? 

DP. C'LEA~Y~ Yes. 

O Die f·'lrs. Reaga_n suffer any er.iotional medical 
trauJ"\a --

t;R. o' L:C;>_py: 1'7o, I think we• 11 let sorieone else 
deal Pith that nuestion. 

0 Have vou cot anv -- (insudible) -- t~e 
President not being r.,oved fron th{s hospi tD-1 for the next. 
few days? 

DF.. O' I ·E~J'(Y: I Fc·uld say for the next f~w days 
it vould probably be reasonable ~ot to move him, ~ut I wouid 
expect tha.t he ·will do t·~ell anc1 that will be a judC}i!'ent of 
someone else at th?t ti~e. 

~ (Inau<lible.) 

DR. O' LFl\P.Y; Fe have no reason for t>elievi~a that 
significant nest-operative problems will develop. 

0 ~- the President might have to undergo 
as a result of this operatjon? 

DR. O' LEJ..P.Y: r ~-rould re?.l ly dourt it. Fe had 
a sirr..ple procedure. There ·was very little necessity to cut 
a lot of tissue a!ld he -- we have everv exnectation that he'll 
have a nor~al post-operative course. 

0 (Inaudihle.) 

DR. O'LFl'.RY: I 0on't knm..r the answer to th~t 
question. 

("' -- the first fe~·1 moJT1ents t,-1hen he cc?..r.e into 
your emergency room and he walJ<:ec in, what was thf! first thing 
tha.t wa.s Cl.one? 

DR. O'I.I'l',P..Y: Okay, I \·ras not personallv the.re. 
But ~Y understandinq i~ that he qot out of the car an~ stood 
up and -walked in on his mm. 7',s I sa.v, he t .• ras a.lert cina a~·!ake 
all the th.1€. 

r, (Inaudible: ) 

DR. o' LE1'PY: No. 

n ( Inauc.ible.) 

DR. O'LEJ\.P.Y : f'.1ot to the he.st of our knowledge . 

0 -- carryinq the Presi~ent at that ti~e? 

DR. O'LE.l1.~.Y ~ 0 e ll, 1 think, as soon as hP ar>peared, 
he ~ay net have wanted to be on a stretcher, hut th2t is our 
U6 Ua l procedure for so~eone who's had a ~unshot woun<l . 
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Q How far inside the chest did the bullet 
go --

DR. O' I.EA.RY: About three inches. Okay, I' 11 
give you rnC1.ybe four inches. r·7e'll give you an inch for the 
thickness of the chest wall. 

Q Dr. O'Leary, can you explain why it was 
that there was no i~mediate ar.nou;;c.erie:::-it -- (inaudible) --

DP .• O'LE~\.RY: I really can't answer that question. 
I wish I could. 

0 -- kno~ that he'd been injured? 

DR. O'LEARY: Yes, I think he knew that he had 
been shot. 

Q (!nau~ible.) 

DR. O'i,Ei\?Y: Vo, I thin}~, again, I'Jl"I giving this 
to you secon(.ha.rid. I gc.the:c he sesm<:?d a little bit light headed 
but he was cracking jokes and in very good spirits even at that 
tirr.e. 

Q 
(inaudible ) 

-- ir.rtT'\~G.iately in the err°!l::?rge:lcy room -­
any inci~ions, you have to put --

DR. O'LB7\RY: l'Jo, usuall?, the smallest incision 
is made betw~en the ribs and the -tube is placed in 2nd then 
attached to su~tion. 

n And that was the first e~ergency procedure? 

DR. 0 1 LEAP.Y: Yes, I'a sa~, that ,,.1as the eJ1'lerqency 
procedure. 

0 Fould that be taking the blood off tha.t was 
coMing from the wound in t~e lung? 

DR. C'LPJ..PY: There is probahlv two hnsic purnoses. 
One is if there has been ~ny deflation of the lung, the major 
purpose is ":o reexp:=u1d the lunq, remove the air a.nd the other 
is to provide drninage for any blood in the lung space. 

Q "'ri 11 Mr. Brady suffer a.ny permanent 
brain darnai;e? 

DR. O'L:CARY: !rd have to say that 
probably is likely but I really can't give you anv more information 
since he is still in surgery. 

Q Doctor, ho~!1 long elapsed between when the 
President -- (inaudible) -- to the hospital, went into surqery, 
and can you account for that time? 

DR. O'LFA.RY: I HOUld say froJT'I the til"'e he hit 
the hospital to the time he went into surgery probahly was no 
more than about 40 ~inutes. T~ere were a variety of things 
being done. He ha~ to have blood tests perforJT'led to find out 
how much blood he had lost. Fe had to check his blood gases 
to determine how I"'Uch oxyqen was getting into his circulation. 
I think the thin9' that probci.bly took 

!~ORE 
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so much time before surgery 
was probably fvJ. the Most p.:i.rt the x:-rays. He had to have both a 
chest x-ray and an abdominal x-ray. 

Q Na~ t..i&e:-e ~t~rgery on the lung without actually 
removing the bullet? There was an ec.rlier rE:!port that that might 
be the case. 

DR. O'LEARY: ! s~~ those re?orts but at the time those 
reports were out the suzgeons had net eve::i entered the chest as yet. 

Q (Ina'.ldible.) 

DR. O'I..EARY: I thi~k e.ver.y effr:i.rt would be r.'\2.de to 
remove the bn:!.~-<?:·:: ;)i;!i: ;_ f i ":. :::;o~ a. lo'.: of aC:d..i tionc:.l ext~nsive 
surge::-y tl:.nt migh'c li.:!'Tt: c<:t1;ssd a U.i:l.:ie::::-ant df'cision. 

Q car~ you give u.11 c. tir:let=:blc? He arrived at 
2: 30 and we were to~,d t:1c eu:::gery bcg2:i. about 4: 00. 

DR. o 1 L:S.?'.~Y ~ N0, r.0. E8 ']';)°'.: to th~ O:?era ting room 
maybe 3:15, 3:2:). CJ..:t-:y? It t2~~el3 -- hr:? h.:1n to sc·\: into the 
operating room, c::.1 ":he tc:..ble .• ge:t \~m:t0!:' ;:i.n:;c.;:thc~J a, in order for 
surgery to ~ta=t. Sc- ~:n2. z-:_?.:;:::y ;, t.:-.;~·:=c.1 ::01..q::-;ly l~etwe:en 3: 30 and 
quarter of four .;-.nd it lc:.s-cc-:1 u:1'til ::~~')cut 5; 3u. 

Q Hc•w <"~out t'he su.:::-gical procedu:::e on Ur. Brady? 

DR. O 'LZl.:..RY: V~;.y si:::-;:1:·ly, he :i.:> h-1.v5.ng a craniotor.ly 
which simply means &.-:1 e}~plor.:itio::i cf the inside of the head. 
Craniotorr.y, C-r-a-n-1-o··t-o-.m-y. 

Q Doct:OJ:, do you find it extraordinary that a 
70-year old mo.n cculc1. be Ehot in ti.~e lung and then brcui;ht to the 
hospital and w~~lk in ur.der !ds own power? 

DR. O eLE.i\.R'i~ I think it speaks well for the 
physiologic he alth of the Pr-esic.~ .. nt. We do have elderly people, 
much more eldGrly than t:·ie l'resi:tent is, who do undergo chest 
surgery but he cert3..inly sailed through it. 

Q Do you f ir.d th~t medically extraordinary? 

DR " O'LEARY : Haybe not me dically e xtraordina ry but 
just short of that. Okay? 

Q Doctor, you said the bullet was mangled. Is 
there any possibility t..~at the bullet fragments might remain inside 
the President's body? 

DR. 0 °LEARY: That is a finite possibility but the 
bullet did, although mangled, seem to be intact. You're never sure 
that you have ever tiny little fragment out. 

Q Has the Pre side nt been told about Mr. Bradyvs 
condition? 

DR. O'LEARY~ I don't thi~~:that he is alert enough , 
really, to assimilate that information·~ I don't know really what 
we would t e ll him a t this juncture, since we 're not s ure yet what 
the s tory i s. 

MORE 
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Q Can you talk a little bit about what the. body 
goes through, how much of a sh~c!< to the body it is to go through 
an operation like thj.s? ( Ir:a:..~.Gibl•:! o) 

DR. o 'I.EA.RY: Hell, yes, I 1 d say anytime anyone 
undergoes majo:;:- surgery, a t..b.n.·a.-:ctr-::1y is major surgery. It is not 
extraordinary surgery but it'~ lil~j or. st~rge~. It's got to be a 
stress fer any Oi.1C of us. J:t.; 11 b:::: a st.cs3~ for me. But the 
critical element i~ t!1e- pi~y:::: :i.o:!.O'Jl-::;;;.J. l;.,::,al th of the person and your 
ability to mair.t:lin thei= vit::tl signs a.nC. their blood volume 
satisfactorily. 

The P!'.usice:-:Lt 0 s vi'i::al signs were absolutely rock stable 
through t~1is w:--.o~.e t.11in q. 

Q { Ino.".d:Lble.) 

DR. O'LE.!\RY: l'J<:,1.1, th;;.t is a deci::;io:i really made by 
the arnbul5.nces bu": I thi:i.J-: that we do have SP.Ver.ti l tr.J.Uf:'.3. centers in 
the Distri.ct. of Colu~:-:blu ~nd -1.-. 0 ~-'he r,;.:-·s·::::-.t thu.'.: enc:! cei'ter doGs not 
get rr.any very ~-=::..i.<.'lti:->~y inj:i:~;-:t-t r : =.i..:ts!":t.:;, all of o'l:r ability to 
care for the: i""::ti:.:h!.:.1i:s is ir1cra2.sed. 

Cbvi~'US:~-Y , l:1 t _=:-oe h:=-:.:tt of 2. r;:i.to.!ation people do the 
best the:r earl. If ycu t.ra;:;!: ba.i:.:!~ ,.;~·:·?"!'~ t~!::a.t d-;cis~~c·~ ':T~ s mc..de it 
is sometimes ha:::-d to f:lr.3. u::.::i:. \'7~'!.0 r.ea:.:7 ma.de that deci~io:i. 

Q (!;.'1:.,Jo.lblo} -- w?:~o m;d.e the incision and how large 
was it? 

DR. O'L:SARY~ The int::i~ion is ubcut six months -­
excuse me -- s~t . .c inch2::? lcinq cc.."1d it ~xtcnds ba3ically fro;n about 
here (gesturing) into th~ fOsterior part underneath the armpit. 

Q C01.!ld yi)U. r,how that again? 

DR. O 'LEA..~Y~ Okay. (Gesturing) • About from here to 
here. Can you see it? Here to here. Just underr.eath the nipple. 

Q Just underneath the nipple? 

Q (Inaudible.) -- about the pain? 

DR. 0 1 LEARY: AgJi.n, hard to tell. He's a healthy guy 
and rwra sure this is a painful s~rgery but he withstood it very, 
very well. 

Q Is this a fairly common procedure that 
hospitals in urban areas have to do frequently, gunshot wound to 
the chest? 

DR. O'LEARY: Yes. No question. 

Q Will he have pain for days or weeks or months? 

DR. ovLEARY~ His surgeons believe that he will 
probably be in moderate pain. That will probably not be for more 
than a day or two. 

Q Well, you have to cut through muscle, don't you? 

DR. O'LEARY: Yes, you have to cut through chest wall 
muscle. 

MORE 
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Q That's a pretty r.ugged place to cut, isn't it? 

DR. O'LEARY: . About .;.;.1 average muscle. 

Q Yo11' \i~ told us \;h~.t. t.:.he surgeons did to the 
President. Wh~t are they c:,~i 1:1g er trying to do for James Brady? 
Exactly ·what hc:.ppen~d th~r~·_, 

DR. O'LBARY~ I Cf'.!'l ~+ ..• <•7~?.in -- anything I 'rn telling 
you is rather specu.lcr!::i·.,, ... ::. m.:·.n~·::l\! t.~:'.l.:::y would have to remove 
the tissue the~:. ::.~.:·~med i:t:ro:>z.:-::-.bly O.::ir;1aged. Any time you' re 
opera.ting ins:Ll~ ·::lv:~ h2::id, fo:?:' ve::-y obvious reasons, you try and 
salvage ~s n:t1.<:h ·t~!.2Gi..!C:; '°;s y·.:m t.l:d.nk ha::; a remo~e chanc~ of 
recovering. ·.i:::.is :i.n r~c·:: :::. s1.·.::;!.l 5..<:".ju=y. It c~use;~ r-t l ·Jt of d.::.Tnage. 

Q Is ~:i~ -~r"" ~ fir::H.·~ fG.:-s:i.:') :~l:~t:y thC:tt wit.h the 
darn~ge E:1.!st:ui:rLr-c1 !Jy th.:: P::.-::~d.~r:1~-r:, v:r..·,~; :1 t~i.:-:::::--~ e~;21: be iu the near 
futu:;:.·c a lleC' d to ';P L=-cJ;: c.il-l ~-·::c-pe:-1·~ 

for his life'.? 

r,-:--, -. j 7 'C"7. t:1-:r"' u : ... o \,..· -.J~...: ... "l. .~ .. : •• 

Q D~~d trie P:;:esiC.~r;.t get a~y fi~·st aid in the car 
on tho \\'?.Y 0-,,.;:-~1:· ? 

DE. ovLI::.hRY~ I ~et:.!.lly can't answ~r that qu8stion. I 
don't know. 

Q Dnc-tor, w:1c:i.-t type of medic"1ti0n is th~ 
P!'.'es ident on c-::: \•.T.U.l :t.~ bs· .:;,, while ha' s in the hos pi t2l? Is he 
on eny IVs or anything Gls~? 

DR. o·:r~3.?.F:Y~ !-~;~'s c:a. intravenor:s solutio~ r5_ght now. 
As I sa:i.dp he rcr-11..i.L~ed nc t:!.cod i1~tra.::>pe::-ati~-..."ely a~.d, as with any 
p:itient, the meu~ .. -::dti·~n0, rea.:1_1y, <lepend upon whGt the patient's 
needs are. I Honld e~~pect tho P;~2sident is probahly not going to 
need very many rnedic~tio:ris ~xc~;-~: pGrha.ps some modest painkillers 
for a day or so. 

Q (Inaudible.) 

DR. O'LEARY~ It depends. In a totally normal routine 
I would guess probably a couple of months after his hospitalization 
so maybe 2-1/2 to three nonths might be a good guess, but it is a 
guess. 

Q Would you recommend that he leave Washington 
forr sayr his ranch? 

DR. O'LEARY: Well, that's really up to him and his 
staff. I'm sure that he will be adequately protected. 

Q Phat was Mr. Brady's brain waves? Here they flat? 
Hhat c a n you tell us? 

DR. O'LEARY: I don't know the answer to that question. 

Q As a doctor would you advise him to take off 

MOP-E 
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further time beyond the time that he's hospitalized? 

DR. O'LEJ\.RY: Well, ta?dng off time depends on what 
you're talking about. 

Q I vm saying away from the pressures of the 
Presidency. 

DR. O'LEARY: 'Iha~'s re=J:y not my judgment to make 
for him. I tP.iruc t!"l.::.t I ,.~m.:ld l'.:::ge h::.1:l to limit his physical 
activity within rec.sen. 'l'he!:e is no r~cs~:m to believe that he has 
any impairment of hi.~ ability to m;:;ke decisions or what have you. 
Making d.:-:!cis:~rn1s is stressf'..11 l::usiness but I thiri.k he's going to be 
fully up to it. 

Q Dc-·c·lt..):?:", P.2..rlie:r. the.re was a re.port that the 
bullet missed th2 h~.:::-r.t. b~; &.I1 ir~ch. Ycu s.:;id it r.~issed by several 
inches. Sever.:.l i:n...::h.c.::s i:·; a :c:;lat.it·0].y l~rge amount of distance 
within the ch~s ·i:. l'!2.n t:t.c he.:.::-t. mu.ch c:-1.oaer th~-:n t!-:.at? Do you have 
an actual measur.eme11t: r,.,_.;:.~~e:: ·:.:: ::.=:;."1 ~ .!! p~·f~ir..::>):e or !-,c·w close it came? 

DP.. 0 'LEA!:r~·g I 1.,-iz3r: ~t £~1~;-:'Lti C;"5_;_ ~. y t:I-~ere ir. the 
operating ro:::m. I -t~::i.n;< I kr1~~-: w7!;:::::-e -:-.i·1ose :::2p-:·rt:s carr.e because, 
remember, whf'!n w: v :~G in c:.n c;-;:;:-:.tiT·S- ~c.·.::~\l t~.e 011ly Xi:c.Y that we can 
really get that'~ goi!:g t.:J ~·f:. vc:.1 :.rl is c~1~ th~t is t?..k~n from 
front to bac;~ o O"'k :1.·1? N1d v'!::f':.. Y'.)U k~lc1 '.:hat u:? 5.t looked c.s if 
the bullet \<ms clc:J~ tc ::h8 r..~?.:?:t. :c..:.t Y'Y.l <..r<:! m:i.Pis.i.~g that third 
dimension ar.~ t:~<.<~~.: -::;~.::. ~1 dir:·!·:m'::>:~•:~~1. :d: tt~rn~d cut t2"1at the bullet was 
sigri.ificantly re::-::·:>v~J fro~ t:1e he:irt by scver~l inches, as I said. 
It was not closa. 

Q Could ycu t~ll us at what stage Mr. Brady is in 
surgery now a::id about wh~m he will be completed? 

DR. o 'LE~.RY: Well, having se~n some of these patients, 
it may go on for hcurs. 

Q (Inaudible.) 

DR. O'LEARY: I honestly don't know that. I suspect so 
but I don't know. 

Q There we~e re;--o:?:"ts that the President wasn't 
aware of what happe!led to him. \:rno~1 he first was shot, that he 
didn't know what happened. 

DR. O'LEARY: Sometimes there's some shock as a 
consequence of being hito You hear people described afterwards, 
"My goodness, I've been shot." So it's hard to know at what point 
that realization hit himo I would think by the time he hit our 
emergency room that he k~ew that he had been shot. 

Q Were you notified that the President was corning? 

DR. O'LEARY: Yes. Yes. 

Q Who took the call? 

DR. O'LEARY ~ Okay. I don't know where the call came 
in from but we were notified in advance and he was here almost 
immediately after that and was literally met by the trauma team at 
the door . 

HORE 
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Q There were reports that the bullet was a low 
caliber bullet. Can ycu 3~>:.::culat~ as to what would have happened 
with a higher calib~r bullet? 

DR. O'LEARY: I r~ally can't speculate on that. I'm 
not a ballistics expert. 

Q ( In~udib le. ) 

DR. O'LEARY: Y~s, he was. 

Q 1\re you aeeldn.g outside medical care? 

DR. O'::::,EARY: Not at this tirne. 

Q W~re t.~~re no co:rr:plica~.:ions in surgery of any 
kind? 

Dn. o:LEe.RY : No. He had a simple, pe:ietrating bullet 
wound into his left lur.g ~.nd that was b~zically it. 

MO?.E 
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actually performing surgery, probapl~.feur or five, between 
Mr. McCarthy and the Pre~ident, n~uro-~urgical teams working 
separately. 

MR. NOFZIGER! Is th~t.it ladies and gentlemen? 

Q Thank you. 
.. ,, 

Q Th3.n~~ you, Doctor. 

Q Could you spell the Doctor's name, please? 

MR. NOFZIGER~ O'Leary. 0-'-L-e-a-r-y. Dennis with 
two Ns and one s. 

Q Middle initial? 

MR. NOFZIGER: Got a rnicklle initial? 

DR. O'LEARY: S • 

. MR. NOFZIGER: S as in Sam. 

Q SFecialty? 

DR. O'LCARY: Internal ffiedicine and hernotology. 

HR. NOFZIGY:R: Let rn.~ thc.~k you -- thank Dr. 0 I Leary 
first of all, a:.:1c1 tL::n t3.kc •1p01'!. the Hhi te Ho:1se the blame for 
you not getting d~~3tl.ed infc~~~~i2n oarlier. We had specifically 
asked the ted..'TI at: the hor.;;:ital t.o let the White House handle 
this and to ~ .... c;.:tt 11r.ti.l the su~cg~ry was over before there was any 
briefing. So if any of ye~ h~v~ any complaints about lack of 

information, .-1on 1 t bla:n..:: them, fulane me -- which you've done 
in· the past anyway. 

Q If the operation was completed at 5:30, was 
there any reason why you waited so long to brief? 

MR. NOPZIGEB.: No, I n don 1 t think the operation was 
completed at--5~30. I th:i.r:k t:iat by the ti~e thc:t it had been 
closed up -- he had been clcsed up and was out of there, it 
was considerably later than that. I think it was near 6 : 30, 
Sam. 

Q Can the Doctor verify that? 

DR. O'LEARY: T:1e b3.sic surgery was finished at 
5:30. He was then closed, which is b~sically routine for a 
procedure of this type, and I believe that they finished closing 
very carefully at about 6:20. 

Q (Inaudible.) 

HR. NOFZIGER~ Yes, he was 

Q Hould you say that while the President was 
incapacited here during the operation that the Vice President 
was in charge? There was a report from the White House, I believe 
that General Haig said that he was in charge? (Laughter.) 

MR. NOFZIGER: I don't think I want to comment 
on that. The President will be fully capable of making decisions 
toraorrow, according to the doctors. In the meantime, the business 
of government is going on normally and we expect it to ccntinue to. 
And Vice President Bush is here and the rest of the government 
is functioning normally, and we expect that it will continue to 
do so. 

Q ~Jhen you say Bush is here -- where? 

MR. NOFZIGER : He should be at the Hhite House. 

Q Lyn, n one more question. Since you're taking 
the blame, can you explain why --· 

HR. NOFZIGER~ I would blame you, but --

Q {Inaudible~) 
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MR. NOFZIGER: I'm sorry. Because the initial 
reports to us were that hi; h2-.d 1-.0t been hit and by the time 
I got to the hos pi tc.1, W3 h,~,1 that he had been. nut you' re 
going to ask me w:w -- :=:o .r.::i.~IY 1-:nd :rcmors run around these 
things. Some of tliem cona frviH us. Some of them come from 
you all. 

Q ~·Jho arrived fi:?:"st -- the President or Brady? . 

HR. NOF~~I8ER: I cannct tell you that. I just 
don't knowo 

Q The initial r~port came from whom? 

rtiR. E0YZ:::Gsa~ Probably the wire sorvic9s. That 
was the first I h0ard. 

Q Eave you hea~d anything about the motive of 
this thing? 

Mn. NO?~IGER~ No, I have not. You'll have to talk 
to the Secr"'!t f.e:!:vice e-.r:d to th~ p0J.:ic.:e c-~b;:)t!t th~t. That's 
outsida of my ere.~. !: .i.gLt. nc\'-'. 

Q · Will you est3b:ish now a schrn1ule for regular 
medical bulle~ins? 

Ifil. NCFZIGF?~ My n1.~n is to rneet wi~h t~e doctors here 
shortly a:f te:::- 7; CJ() to~':Jr:::'."C.rt-1 rn::' 1:'!1.::. r.g. We will ~hG!1 !:ci.ve a briefing 
in the tJhi t.t': E0•;:;~ l?.:u~ s:; f!.cor. ;-:s s::·m: t!1<:!i:e3 ·Ct er u.s possible. We 
will notify ~·01:. .(,~~- s;_1spi. :;j_O:::~ .tr.; :l_t. will p:r.cb.~bly be maybe 
as early as 3:30 and we i ~ill hzing Dr. 0°Laary or one of 
the doctors with us at tho.:: t;::...;~'-~. 

Q ( !nauC:ible.) 

HR. NOP'ZIGER ~ Yes, this 'l.'las to keep you out of the 
rain. 

Q Ita.ve y:)l! considerecl invoking the 25th 
~.rnenclrnent that th~ PresicG~t be disabled and rejected? 

r;R. NO?ZIGE:::(; No. He have not considered it. We 
have not considered invo~ing it, no. 

Q Did the Sec~et Service agent save the President's 
life by stepping in frort? 

HR. NOFZIGER : I do not know. I was not there. 

Q What is Bush's status nvw? Technically --

IlR. NOFZIGER: He is the Vice President. (Laughter.) 

Q He is the acting President now, is he not? 

I•lR. NOFZIGER : Nov he is not. 

Q t·Jill he spend the night at the White House? 

Mn. NOFZIGER : I don't know. You;d have to ask him. 

Q Did the Presidential limousine go to any other 
place or did it make a direct route from the scene of the shooting 
to the hospital? 

llR. NOFZIGER ~ To the best of my knowledge, it came 
directly to the hospital. 

Q Can you put to rest all fears, all rumors, 
that mere than one gunman was involved in this? 

rm. NOFZIGER : 
was only one 

To the best of my knowledge, there 

MORE 
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gunman. That's all we've heard of and the people who were on 
the scene don't indicate there was anything more. 

Q Is . there evidence of a conspiracy behind 
the scenes? 

MR. NOFZIGER: I'm not going to get into that, for 
go:-dness' sake. We' vc been -- You know, we' 11 wait and let the 
Secret Service and the police do their investigation and then 
we1 ll look at it the~e. But I d~n't think that that's even for 
me to speculate on -- no r11atter how farfetched it may be. 

Q (Inaudi~le.) 

MR. NOFZIGER: I think that the President can speak 
for himself ori. that whcr1 the th.le comes. 

Q Who has phy:Jical possession of the bullet 
at this moment? .. ..... . 

Il!R. NOFZIGER: To my knowledge, the Secret Service 
does. 

Now, ~.f you all wo1.~lrJ. h"ld it for just a moment, 
I would like to r~-int~ .. :,dv.ce Sheila ?3.tto~1 to you who is the 
First Lady's Press Sac.ret.ary, and she can tell you about nrs. 
Reagan. 
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Me. PNi'TC·N: Mrs. r:eagan was calm 
and composed tnrouc1.hcut this c·:'.'deal. She is grateful for 
the outpouring 0:.C supp.::rt and ;;;:.3.ver::: from all over the world. 
She's also gr~teful for the fi~e ~edjcal attention that her 
husband is receiving. And, laBtly, nhe's praying for Jim 
Brady, for c..s2nt McCarthy, and Officer Delahante ann she hopes 
everyone else is too. 

l1S. Pi\'ITGN: Mrs. Rear:Tan heard there was a shooting 
from her Sec~et Se3:-v:i_ce a.ge:nt. ~·~e had just returned to the 
t~it~ Hous2 f~c~ a lun~hecP. She i~~cdiately left for the 
hospi ta~. ~::. r · -J lc~ ~::.:-ne::l. ~.:hat. the President ha.d hcen shot here e.t 
th~ h';.J:::.pi t ·..:l. 

0 sr:e didn't Jeno':] --

!15. p;.._·.r:•.r-:m: 8~1e learned it after she arrived here. 

Q -- s~e'll be st&ying here all ni~ht? 

Q r~c,1.-;r m:;;.1y rniniltes elar-:see! when the Fresident 
arrived -- (in~~aiblE) --

t$. :f';._T~G~~: To the hest of r.iy recollec~:ion, we 
left about 23 of t.h=ce. 

Q -- that where. From the --

~-$. P~TTON ~ ?rom ~:he Vh.i te House in five minutes. 

O Did Mrs. Reagan have any contact with r~s. 
Brady at all during th~ --

MS. PN~'l'ON: Yes, she has seen both Mrs. Brady 
and Mrs. McCarthy. 

Q Can you tell us anything about --

.MS. PATTON: Ho, it was a private Meeting. 

0 vJhere 

MS. PATTON: In an office near the emergency room. 

~ -- visit the chaplain? 

MS. PATTON: Yes, she did. She visited the chaplain. 

C ·hen was that? 

:-m. PATTON: ~-hortlv thereafter. 

Q Shortly after she arrived? 

r~s. PATTON: _r,._fter the President went up for 
surgery. 

0 Phat did she say to him? 

HS. P.i\TTON ~ I do not know. 

THE PP.ESS: Thank you. 

rm. NOFZir.EF-: Let me make a couple of quick 
announce~ents. Vice PrP.side nt Bush is spe nding the ni9ht at 
the Vice President's Residence. So, that clears that up •. 
s econdly, I've bee n a s ked do I want to move the ~- ~ ~ . ~rie&ina 
to Room 450 in the EOB becaus e i t's larger a nd so let s move 
it to Room 4 SO in EOB becaus e it's lc>.rger. ~·1e lf

1 i 11 s e e you 
there in the ~orning. Thank you. 
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Q Is that going to be it for tonight? Should 
we anticipate any announcements regarding Jim Brady? 

MR. NOFZIGER: Wt f:(?clin~ is that depending on 
the situation, I would r"ot rule it out. nut: that will co~e out 
of the White House briefin~ room. r think we can wind up this 
place here after this briefinq. I think that will he IDore 
convenient for all of us. · 

O f!?.ve our al li~s abroad been contacted about 
the President's stable coi.di t:tcr1'l 

w~. NOFZIGER: I car..not tell you if our allies 
have been contc,ct.ed. :su·c # I wonld be willing to bet that they 
had bC:;en. 

0 (Inaudible.) 

Mil. NOFZIGER: I crinnct a;iswer that. I do ·not 
know. 

F1lD 8:15 P.M. ES' 


