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TALKING POINTS

| } —i— The President met with Senators Ervin and Baker
andlagreed to have Senator Stennis listen to the subpoenaed tapes
and authenticate a summary of the portions relating to Watergate
and the alleged cover-up. This report will be made available

to Judge Sirica and the Senate Select Committee.

-- The President made this concession to end an
atmosphere of constitutional confrontation.

-- This procedure was proposed last Monday by the
Attorney General to the Special Prosecutor and has been under
discussion since that time.

-- This proposal was rejected by the Special Prosecutor
today. The President, however, decided to put it into effect and
offer it to the court and not appeal to the Supreme Court.

-- The Special Prosecutor has been directed not to

take any further action contesting this decision on the part of the
President.
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II.

I1I1.

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 26, 1973

MEETING WITH GOVERNOR NELSON ROCKEFELLER

AND GOVERNOR MALCOLM WILSON OF NEW YORK STATE

Wednesday, December 26, 1973
12:00 Noon (15 minutes)
The Oval Office

From: Ken@é

PURPOSE

Courtesy call for the new Governor Malcolm Wilson.

BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS AND PRESS PLAN

A.

C.

Background: Governor Rockefeller resigned on December 18,

1973 to concentrate his efforts on the Commission on Critical
Choices and the National Water Pollution Control Commission
(he is the chairman of both). Malcolm Wilson, the Lt. Governor,
replaced him. Governor Rockefeller asked for this meeting so
that Governor Wilson could get better acquainted with you and
your staff.

Participants: Governor Rockefeller, Governor Wilson and

Ken Cole.

Press Plan: Press photo opportunity.

POSSIBLE TALKING POINTS

A,

General
1. Congratulate Gov. Wilson and advise him that you look
forward to the same good working relationship you had

with Gov. Rockefeller.

2 Advise him that he should talk with Ken Cole and Jim Falk
on Federal-State relations.
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B. Governors Rockefeller and Wilson may raise the following:

1

Mass Transit Operating Subsidies: They want to save the

35¢ fare on the New York City subways. Rockefeller has
loaned the city $100 million from state monies in hopes

that he can get this much back, and more, from the
Federal Government. They will ask you to support a

mass transit operating subsidies program because of the
energy crisis. Rockefeller recently met with Secretary
Brinegar who told them he would look into the matter
further, but that the Administration is opposed in principle.

RR. You are opposed in principle to mass transit operating
subsidies. The people of Kansas City ought not to pay the
subway fares for the people of New York. (New York,
incidentally, just voted down a $100 million bond issue

to support mass transit.) Our experience with other
operating subsidies has shown that they seldom contribute
to higher levels of services--only higher costs for the
same. The Federal Government should not operate the
Nation's mass transit systems; this is a local job. We

are looking at new ways to provide financial assistance to
cities so that Governors and Mayors may make the decision
as to whether the money ought to be used for capital
expenditures or operating expenses. :

Commission on Critical Choices: Gov. Rockefeller may
mention that Congress turned down his request for $1 million
assistance, and that he will now have to go through the
Federal grant process.

RR. Advise Gov. Rockefeller that we will help wherever
we can, but he must ensure that all his applications are
in good order so that we don't have an appearance problem.

Water Pollution Commission: Gov. Rockefeller will tell
you that the Commission is off to an excellent start.

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



RR. You are very interested in the Commission's work.
You understand the Governor has selected an excellent
staff. Governor Rockefeller should keep you posted from
time to time through Ken Cole (he has been doing this).

Social Services: Governor Rockefeller claims that the

Federal Government owes the State of New York funds

for Social Services payments. This issue is currently
~ before the courts.

RR. Tell the Governor that you are sure he understands
that the way the situation is handled in New York has an
impact in other states and that since this is the case the
court process is probably best.

Other issues: Recommend you refer Governors Rockefeller
and Wilson to Ken Cole.
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