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PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

FIRST AWARDS: These are all to be on Excellence Awards Certificates

OAK PARK AND RIVER FOREST HIGH SCHOOL

Kim Baker Mary Rudzinski
Jean Brizzolara Thomas Sheahan
Don Brennan Robert Skiles
Todd Gray Drake Shepard
Alan Hubble, James Schmitt
Robert James Sally Tapio
Margaret thnson Steven Thudium
Laura Kazawitéh Wayne Toberman
Randy Klein Deborah Volkland
Barbara Langer Curt Wagner

Alan Lemke Williaﬁ Weigil
James Massura Ann Williams
Matt McDonald Jerry Williams
Gerald Michael Richard Witte
Katie Pozorski Donald Zoltan
Robert Pruitt Nancy Stockholm
Michael Rains | John Rudzinski
Michael Reichenbach Edward C. Radatz - K}ﬁ‘q}olz

Barbara Rice ’ oL
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August 30, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR ELISKA HASEK

FROM: Richard M. Fairbanks

Attached is a draft Presideatial Statement and a gelf-
explanatory coveriag memo from EPA reguesting a
Preecidential boost for the next mailing to stimulate the
President's Eavironmental Merit Awards Program.
This program could give us a real plus on an important
issue to youth, and was mentioned as tha Presideat's
ma jor initistive in environmental education in the
Republican Platform. Could you ple2ase comply with
EPA's request?

Attachments

l}téoward Cohea - w/attachments
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

August 29, 1972

Mr. Richard Fairbanks
Executive Office Building
White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Fairbanks:

The 1972-73 material for the President's Environmental
Merit Awards Program will be ready for mailing this week.
I am sending you a complete kit and hope you will be pleased.

You recall that during this school year we will be
mailing three bulletins to the schools that enter - Cctober,
January and March. In assembling material for the first of
these, I would Tike to include a couple of paragraphs from
President Nixon commending the students for past efforts and
encouraging future participation. Enclosed is a tentative
draft of what might be suitable, for your considzration.

Our mailing date will be October 15, 1972, our printing
deadline is September 15, 1972,

lle hope this idea meets with your approval and that you
will halp us expedite it within the time frame.

With appreciation and best wishes,

Sincerely,
7 (i Ve o g
v?-,i(l}/,/zx_/.{:d'»z:’-éﬁz;»«"/‘ *~-“j4/" s

Gladys~0'Donnell (Mrs. J. Lloyd)
National Coordinator
Presidant's Environmental

Merit Awards Program

Enclosure
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A suggested message from President Nixon to American Youth

To: Youhg America
From: Richard Nixon

Last year, responding to thousands of letters from young
people who wrote raquesting information on environmental pro-
blems and asking how they could help, we initiated the Pres-
ident's Environmental Merit Awards Program. It was designed
to encourage and recognize, at the national level, the dedicated
efforts of youth to restore, preserve and protect our living
envircnment. Response was spontaneous and enthusiastic.

Projects undertaken by individuals, by classes, entire
schools, and often by tha collective effort of a group of
schools, were remarkable in concept and achievement. Over five
thousand Awards of Merit and Excellence were presented,

This year the program is expandad to include elementary
and junior high schools, youth groups and summer camps. We
expect a quantum jump in enrollment and welcome all,

As we greet these new candidates for awards, we salute
those who took part last year and encourage them to continue
their fine work. Our best wishes are extended as we advance
together in the fine spirit of the program's theme - Life .
Pass It On.
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July 11, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: CHARLES W, COLSON
FROM: HOWARD A, COHEN
SUBJECT: Status of President's Environmental

Merit Awards Program (PEMAP)

HISTORY:

-- The President's Environmental Merit Awards Program was created
by Executive Order on October 25, 1971.

-~ Informational brochures were mailed to 25, 000 high achools in
November concerning the program. Of these 25,000, 2, 800 responses
were received.

-~ The first bulletin from the Environmental Protection Agency was
transmitted to enrolled high schools early in January, 1972,

-- Responding to the obvious lack of participation, William D. Ruckelshaus
expanded PEMARP to include summer camps as of March 10, 1972,

~~ The first Merit Awards were presented at a White House ceremony

by Ms, Julie Nixon Elsenhower on April 19, 1972, (remarks attached).

At that time, it was announced that the program was again expanding to
include not only high scheools and sumuner campe, but also junior highs

and elermentary schools (Tab A)., The President alsc established a 13
member Advisory Committee on the Environmental Merit Awards Program
on April 19, 1972, (Tab B).

-= On April 26, your office coordinated a mailing with EPA (Tab I),
which, if accomplished in a timely fashion, might have stimulated
awareness of both PEMAP and also this Administration’s environmental
actions. The mailing was not sent until June 21. The materials were
directed to 2, 700 schools, 1, 42 campus press, and 605 campus radio
stations, but were 8 weeks late? than the PEMAP ceremeny.
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-- In May and June, 1972, 4, 600 awards of merit and excellence were
presented to students and schoold. Total enrollment last semester was
2,900 high schools (Tab C). To date, 355 sumrmer camps have enrolled.

PROB LEM:

The media ¢ceverage of PEMAP since its conception in October has been
rolatively sparse (Tab D). Poor media management and planning are
possible reasons why visibility of this worthy program was minimal,

SUGGESTED REMEDIES:

Reportedly, 115,000 high, junior high, and elementary schools will be
enrolled in 1973 in addition to 11,000 summer camps. To adeguately
plan swards ceremonies, media coverage and managing staff, the
PEMAP has prepared a timetable (Tab E) for both summar camp active-
ties (Tab F) and next years school program (Tab G). Requested, of
course, is an increased budgetr and more staff (Tab H).

Initially, President Nixon's signature did not appear on the PEMAP
awards., To direct attention to the President's personal involvement
with this program, the awards are now personally signed by the President.

Public awarensss of enavironmental action could be stimulated by the
presentation of a certificate and picture of RN to each school which
participates in PEMAP, These suitable-for-framing certificates would
remind the pupils, teachers, and parents of the Prasident's involvement
with the enviranmental cause.

Bec¢ause PEMAP roceived dittle press covarage, few of the target
participants are aware of the expansion of the Merit Awards Program.
Prior to the opening of school, possibly in the latter part of August, a
press relsase should remind the public of cur statistical accomplishments,
the program's expansion, and the President's legislative initiatives.

Public visibility of the President's concern for the environment is a vital
part of the public's perception of sthe President, particularly among young
people and ralatively affluent suburbanites. PEMAP, if effectively and
sfficiently operated, could and should help provide that visibility.
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1701 Penncylvania Avenue, N.W,, Washington, D.C. 20006 (202) 333-4570

&

q May 8, 1972
SQ%WT
MEMORANDUM FOR: HOWARD COHEN
FROM: KEN SMITH
SUBJECT : Environmen®al Awards Program

We would like to see Tom Campbell, disk jockey on
station KLOK in San Francisco, be put on the
President's Environmental Awards Program as one of
the endorsers. He is more than willing to actively
participate in the program and we would very much
like to see him put aboard.

Please advise.

cc: Ken Rietz

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum
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PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

FIRST AWARDS:

These are all to be on Excellence Awards Certificgges

Long Beazh Unified School Program (5 high schools)

JORDAN HIGH SCHOOL

JEFFRE Yy

Carol Blumberg
Tom Kasser

Vance Shaw

Rick arbati
Janet Jor.es
Nancy Butterworth
Jenny Miller
Kathy Coats

Lisa Carieri
John Mottram
Cheryl McMillan
Victor Arce

Js££ Bentley
Debbie Bonesteel
Cindi Bullock
Janis Cantweil
Leona Carpenter
Carol Flynn

Marshall Frick
Kathy Williams

Paula Goodman
Ouida Halby
Nancy Kerr
Ronald Magsaysay
Gregory Millema
Mark Mulholland
Robert Simeone
Leslie Watts
Jeffrey Kellogg
Dexter Williams
Guy llegliola
Jamie Silvers
Judy Soty

Wally Wiggam
Cindy Gardner
Phil Tukua
Lynette Jenkins
Susan Chelius
Michael Lister

Beth Lehne
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Jordan High School (continued)

Debbie Sanders
Chuck Corcoran
Linda Bennett
Tim Aycock
Steve Boss
"Charles Collins
James Daniels
Dan Dunn

Bruce Frambach
Don Frambach
Roger Feenstra
Tim Inlow

Dan Jordan

Guy Jiminez
Chris Paulsen
"Walt Sawall
Bob Schaff
Robert Simeone
David Streetz
Don Streetz
John Townsend

Dexter Williams

(2)

Evans Williams
Paula Goodman
Bob Murphy
Domenic Saraceno
Richard Leach
Larry Kogut
Frank Palmer
Dennis Summers
Phillip Peek
Steve Beckman
Mike Plant
Jim Whipple
Bill Hartman
Gary Earl

Steve McCoy

- Dave Eisher e

John Smith
Steve Snedeker
Mark Sorensen
Ron Beere

Robert Morgan

Chris Hamilton MORE
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Jordan High School (continued)

Michael Adams
Brian Berry

Tina Brancatelli
James L. Dorsey
Ann M. Doty
Elizabeth Lehne
Brad Matthews
Kathy McLatyre
David Sandbrook
Merry Beth Scharfe
Cheryl A. Scott
Dan Seeky

Gail L. Spurrier
Daniel Toohill
Jim Richards
Susan Edelbrock
Harold Anderson
John Robinson
Bill Devary
Robert Bennett
Cathy Clark

Sheila Crabtree

Ronald Ford
Janice Foss
Eugene Fox
Larry Gittleman
Dena Graffis
Gary Hooper
Laurie Kedinzer
Cheryl Kramer
Teresa Kuhn
Patrick LeBlanc
Teresa Leech
Eddie Meneses
Victoria Stark
Steve West
Frank Zeigie
Kelly Butler
Sherry Emberton
Jim Butler
Kathy Schwarz
Miké Marin

Bill Wilkinson

Edward Minard
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PRESIDENTS'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM
FIRST AWARDS (continued)

Long Beach Unified School Program page 4

LAKEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL

Marine Hardenbrook
Esther Cistone
Mark Ritz

Mary Wickman
‘Linda Dolan

Tom Forbes

Norm Vaughn
Cheryl Poss
David Fruechting
Marji Charlop
Beth David

Jeff Summers
Jackie Stark
Bruce Lundquist
Sheryl Maxson
Kim Porrazzo

Bob Peters

Janet Lederer
Gary Weiss

Janice Darr

Cynthia Jones

Jeff Schiller
Judy Piercy
Cheryl Piercy
Jennifer Morris
Bonnie McBride
Daley Kunkel
Joe Geesman
Aleck Edwards
Marilyn Roseman
Robert Bush
Pattie Dole
Mark Hutchinson

Bob Hyer
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PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

FIRST AWARDS (continued)
Long Beacﬁ Unified School Program page 5
MILLIKAN HIGH SCHOOL
Judy Rapport
Dan Mandell
Keith Curry
ToM Tom Laing

Peggy Quigley
Dave Swift
Robbin Britt
Gary Napper

Cheryl Wullschleger
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PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

FIRST AWARDS (continued)
Long Beach Unified School Program page 6

POLYTECHNIC HIGH SCHOOL

John Adler

Teri Arihara
Shawn Ashley
Elizabeth Bell
Toni éernsteiﬁ
Davic Boyer
Chris Campbell
Teri Kline
Linda Lelange
Jeanne DeNoyelles
Diane Desfor
Danny Dodd
Connie Durr
Toni Forde
Barbara Garcia
Lorraine Griego
Frank Hays

Tony Hill
Wendy Hogan

Marcia Horn

June Ida

Susanne Ishimini
Kathy Kinnoin
Bonnie Lancaster
Bruce Linsley
Cheryl Loftis
Larry Love

James Matthews
Bill Martin
Oscar Meza

Steve Mills

Mike Moore
Debbie Moreno
John Mungo

Pia Narita
Muriel Peasley
Sharon Pittman
Elaine Pope

Mike Ramsay

"~ Mark Resnick
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PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

FIRST AWARDS (continued)
Long Beach Unified School Program page 7
POLYTECHNIC HIGH SCHOOL (continued)

Mike Robinson
John Rhynerson
Barbara Schilling
Julie, Scholar
Richard Simms
Lin Takeuchi
Sherry Tanaka
Joan Tobin
Nancy Wallace
Cedric Watkins
Roberta Wilkinson
Jerry Wright
Aya Ushiroji

Allen VerSteeg

SHERRY E. SWAnN
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PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

FIRST AWARDS (continued)
Long Beach Unified School Program page 8

WILSON HIGH SCHOOL

Sue Lowe Patty Ruppelt
Kathy Bowman Pam Snow

Penny Wilson Michele Severean
Pam Kellum Martha Swatik
Lorie Burkhardt Rosalind Valdivia
Carolyn Baker Sandy Santa Cruz
Joanne Baker 'Sara McCook

Ann Began iPat Devoy

Dana Teele EAnn Schmeckiath
Pam Britton IKathy Walls

Lisa Engelbreiﬁt Janet Lawhead
Kay Herrington Randy Liken

Beth Hoppe

Cindy Morales
Lucy Magean
Ann Olson
Colleen 0'Toole

Janis Roberts
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PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

FIRST AWARDS: These are all to be on Excellence Awards Certificate:

STUDENT NAMES:

Jeffrey L. Lash Vickie L. Kearns

William C. Lash Rodger L. Miller

Allen A. Fultz

Jerry E. Auker

Judy A. Brower

Edwin D. Miller

Thomas E. Marker

Dorothy A. Kline

Terry R. Arbogast

Allen M. Frankhouser

Roger J. Manbeck

Allen F. Myvers

Randall L. Wright

Sidney B. Yoder

Timothy W. Goss /;77
MORE

Timothy D. Marker

Doreen K. Wray

Ronald J. Rhodes

James H. Brought
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PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

FIRST AWARDS: Juniata-Mifflin Counties (Pennsylvania) page 2

ADULTS:
Richard Cwens
Clyde W. Krepps
Edward G. Mann
Frank A. Bonson
Roy Mountz
Terry L. Régers
James Rei lly
Elvin G. Summers
James E. Harpster
Darvin J. Yoder, Jr.
Jesse L. Council

Bruce L. Witmer

OTHER AWARDS:
Big Valley FFA Chapter
Mifflin County Soil and Water Conservation District

Juniata - Mifflin Counties Area Vocational Technical School
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PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

FIRST AWARDS: These are all to be on Excellence Awards Certificates

Fort Worth United Hish School Council

(21 high schools and 22 junior high schools: total 43)

HIGH SCHOOLS

Diamond Hill=Jarwvis High School

Nolan il 1

North Side t 1

Amon Carter-Riverside " i
0. D. Wyatt Uil "
Paschal o 1

Lamar " 1"
Arlington leights il "
Western Hills " 1
Trimble Technical t T
Trinity [ 1
Southwest [ " "
Castleberry | it
FEastern Hills " 1
Polytechnic T "
Dunbar 1 "
Terrell " "

More
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page 2
Fort Worth High Schools (continued)

Fort Worth Christian High School

Haltom 1 "
Burleson " T
Richland Hille " "

sCHOOLS :
Middle
Stripling Jumsersiligh School

Daggett Ll " "
Handley it " "
Euless it " "
Hutcheson n " n

Monnig

Riverside L ot L

Meadowbrook " it n
Rosemont e " i
Mans{ield L " "
McLe« " ] i
Hurst " Bl T
Bailey 1" 1 "
Central i 1 i
Bedford o i iy
Hugh- " i "

MORE
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Middle

Fort Worth Jumimuxiigh Schools

Elder Middle
Morningside "
Wedgewood "
Watauga "

Forest OQak ,"

Leonard "

1t

Coming to Washington to represent the

Dian S. Korman

Dan Goldstein

Frank J. Laux

school:

U
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EMBARGOED UNTIL 10:30 A.M., APRIL 19, 1972

DRAFT
APeters/ddh
4714772
755-2760

In a special ceremony this morning in the Oval Room at

the White House, President Nixon (represented by Mrs. Julie N.

Eisenhower) honored the constructive environmental activities

of youth across the nation.

Students and faculty advisors from four scheols repre-

sentative of the nation were presented with certificates for

the President’'s §pec1a1 Award for Environmental Excellence.

The students' projects were selected from amona numerous

awards aﬁp1ications, representing all areas of the nation and

reflecting a wide array of projects.

In Long Beach, California, the student councils of five

high schools banded together to establish programs ranqing

from tree planting and recycling to teaching ecology at ele-

mentary échools.

Similarly, Cak Park-River Forest High School in Illinois

developed a wide ranging program involving community awareness

and promoction of environmental legislation.

(more)
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In Texas, the Foft Worth United High School Council
working with radio station KFJZ conducted an interschool
recycling contest and used the proceeds to plant trees and
provide an irrigation system for them. The program saved
19,932 trees. The Jun1at§~Hiff11n School in Lewistown,
Pennsylvania, developed a soil conser?ation and beautifica-
tion program which provided a low cost tree planting program

for Union County. Over 2,750 trees were planted as a result,

Studant ang their adult sponsors accepting the awards
for the projects were: Miss Elizabeth Bell, Mr. Jeffrey . -
Bentley, and Miss Sherry E. Swanx.of Leng Beach; Mr. Frank J.
Laux, Mr. Dan Goldstein, and Miss Dian S. Korman of Fort
Yorth; Miss Dorothy A. Kline, Mr. William C. Lash and Mr.
Bruce L. Witmer of Lewistown; and Miss Hancy Stockholm,: .

My, John Rudzinski and Mr. Edward C. Radatz of Cak Park.

Duiring the ceremony, the President (or Mrs, Eisenhower
as appropriate) also announced that he had-established a
special Advisory Committee for the awards program. This
. committee, composed of well-known and concerned citizens, will
aid the President and the Environmental Protection Agency
in making awards nation-wide and will, where possible, make
personal appearances. HMrs. Julie N. Eisenhower was nameq

honorary chairman,

-(mtre)
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Mr. Nixon (or ¥rs. Eisenhower) further announced that
becausz of the great interest and enthusiastic response the
awards program, it will be exp;nded to include Jjunior high
and elementary schools this fall. Formerly it was open only
to high school age youth in schools and summer caps programs..
A1l ages participating in summer camp programs will be eligible

immediately under the previous arrangement made for summer

camps.

'8

To date, the Environmental Protection Agency has received
applications for awards from approximate,y 50 schools. Of
these, 4 schools were chosen to receive the symbolic first
awards at the first awards ceremony in Hashington during Earth
Week. These schools are representative of the North, South,
East and West sections of the United States. Ten more symbolic

first awards will be given on the regional level within the

next two weeks.

The awards program, with the theme "Life -- Pass It on"
" was established by President Nixon in Octcber of last yaar
to recognize responsible and constructive ectivities of youth

fn improving the quality of 1ife and environment.

i
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ENVI ENTAL NE
ZNVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20460

MODEL PRESS RELEASE /&M /&

(MODIFY AS DESIRED) W W/

PRESIDENT HONORS YOUTH

J*{\@Jjﬁ‘”? Vi

FOR RELEASE

on behalf of President

Nixon, today presented awards to participants in environmental

projects. Presented in a ceremony at

The awards were made to projects in (LIST OF SCHOOLS & LOCATIONS).

These schools are among the first fifty awards made nationally
under the President's Environmental Merit Awards Program. The pro-
gram, with the theme "Life -- Pass It On" was established by
President Nixcn to recognize responsible youth activity toward im-
proving the quality of T1ife and environment.

As a result of the enthusiastic response at the high school
level and of many requests, the program was expanded on March 10,
1972 to include summer camping programs. A further expansion of
the program to include elementary and junior high schools was
announced by President Nixon last Wednesday at the White Hause cere-
monies honoring representatives of the fivrst awards groups.

By participating in this program, high school age youth and
persons working with them can earn one of two awards issued by
authority of the President. Recipients of awards are determined
by local awards panels within participating high schools or
caalitions of schools.

Panels made up of faculty, student and community representatives
determine which of two award levels projects earn. The Merit Award
is given to students who participate in constructive and responsible
environmental projects in areas ranging from educational achievement
to jnvolvement in governmental processes. The President's Special
Award for Environmental Excellence is given to projects which result

(more)

4
EPA Form 1510-1 {6-71)
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in significant environmental improvements.

The awards made today are representative of the fine
projects being conducted by young people nation-wide. Topics
covered by the projects were -

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



REGION I

KEN CROTTY
1. Awards tqo be given next’week
s Certificafég mailed air mail special
3. Special materials Magnafaxed per request
4. Congressional offices notified
5. Schools and Awards to be given are:

a. Habitat High School, Belmont, Mass.

9 Excellence Awards given for a study

on "Effects of De-Icing Salts on the
Environment'" resulting in distribution
of 500 copies and publication of extracts
in an environmental newsletter with a
circulation of 60,000. Also has been
brought to attention of local -and state
legislative people.

b. Killingly High School, Danielson, Conn.

1 Excellence Award for an individual

study of an Ecosystem in Connecticut.
(Note: This will be used without identi-
fication as one of the projects which
should not have been given excellence
awards under our criteria) No significant
external impact of the project was noted.
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'REGION II

BOB JACOBSON

1. Awards made 4/25/72 by Mr. Ruckelshaus

" 2. Representatives from all award winning projects
at ceremonies

3. Congressional offices notified

4. Schools and awards given are:

a.

b.

c.

d.

‘Audubon Society, Onandaga Chapter and

local schools of Syracuse, New York

200 Excellence Awards given for coalition
of students participating in Earth Week
"Walkathon' in local natural areas.
Proceeds from project to be used for
purchase of '"open areas' for public use.

John F. Kennedy High School, Somers, N. Y.

——

20 Excellence Awards given for project

on recycling of aluminum and glass. This
is a continuing program, but is also a
project which is questionable as to its
rating of excellence. This one also will
be used in refining our criterion guidance
to schools.

Levittown Memorial High School, Levittown, N.Y.

31 Merit Awards given to Ecology Class

" for ecology expgriments. Student worked

individually and prepared reports for
in-school use. This is a fine example
of a merit award project.

Dwight Morrow High School, Engelwood, New Jersey

1 Excellence Award given to school for
supporting a broad spectrum student program
for environmental activity. Individual

-
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" REGION II (continued)
~projects will be submitted separately
and evaluated as to their impact.
Includes in-school and community project
. elements.

e. St}sJoseph High School, Hammonton, New Jersey

67 Excellence Awards made for two project
areas - Ecology Club and classroom. Again,
the impact on the environmment is not clear
and future guidance will be given.

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



* REGION III

MARK SILVERMAN

1. Awards to be given next week
p Certifiéatgs mailed special delivery
5. Congressioégl offices notified
4. Schools and awards to be given are:
a. Halifax Area High School, Halifax, Pa.

50 Excellence Awards given for a
program to improve wildlife management
in the local area with particular
emphasis on fish management in Powell
Creek. Covers the entire range of
planning, preservation control and
restoration defined in the guidance
brochure. This was a club project.

b. Moniteau Junior-Senior High School, West Sunbury,Pa

3 Excellence and 2 Merit Awards given

in connection with a poster contest.
Awards were allowed to go through like
this only because student had already
been told they would receive them by local
panel. In future only merit awards will.
be given for such projects.

c. Williams Valley High School, Reinerton, Pa.

16 Merit Awards given for a class project

of testing and cleaning a local creek.

The project is a continuing one and shows:
potential for becoming an Excellence Award
project.

~d. Bishop Denis J. 0'Connell High School
Arlington, Va.

25 Merit Awards given for project involving
participation in Environmental Fair,
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REGION III (Continued)

— -

conducting surveys and preparation of

Graphics, including movies. This is a

continuing project which shows potential
-+ for Excellence Awards.
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REGION IV

HAGAN THOMSON

Awards to be given 9:00 Thursday, April 26, 1972

Certificates sent air mail special to school contact
This is a ghetto school, roughly 507 black. Has
won Several other awards for ongoing environmental
work.
Congressional offices notified

School and awards to be given is:

Hume-Fogg Technical Vocational High School
Nashville, Tenn.

36 Merit Awards given for involvement of
entire student body in a project to
improve the school environment.
Incorporated speakers, contests and
experiments. Won first place in
Nashville competition of the Medical
Auxiliary Assn. and third place in state-
wide competition. Beyong this, the
project did not have any significant
environmental impact beyond school.
However, this effort is a fine example
of a merit level project. t
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE APRIL 19, 1972

Office of the White House Press Secretary

LI i Tl I T . il I ettt

THE WHITE HOUSE

The President tcday announced the appointment of thix‘een persons to

be members of the President's Advisory Committe:» on the Environmental
Merit Awards Program which is being created by Executive Order signed
today. Members include:

Mary Belle Bloch, 24, of Louisville, Kentucky, Grsduate Student,
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, M chigan. Miss
Bloch has been designated as Chairman of the Com:aittee.

Karen Dreifort DuMont, 27, of New York City, Executive
Director, Environmental Action, New York, New York.

Lester John Fischer, 19, of Pascago6ula, Mississippi, Junior,
Mississippi Gulf Coast Coliege, Pascagoula, Mississippi.

Clark Graebner, 28, of New York City, Tennis Star and
Assistant to the President, Hobson Miller Paper Company,
Inc., New York, New York.

Lance King, 19, of -anta Cruz, California, cophomeére, University
of California, Santa Cruz, California.

Marlin McKeever, 32, of Corona Del lvar, California, Linebacker, Locs
Angeles Rams, Corona Del Mar, California.

James Larry Parker, 25, of Atlanta, Georgia, Junior, Clark
College, Atlanta, Georgia.

Donald Schollander, 25, of l.ake Oswego, Oregon, Olympic Swimmer,
Lake Oswego, Oregon.

Jody Smith, 19, Mayor of Ayrshire, Iowa.

Fredrick Snowden, 36, of Detroit, Michigan, Head Basketball
Coach, University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona.

Bart Starr, 38, of Creen Bay, Wisconsin, Quarterback, Green Bay
Packers, Green Bay, Wisconsin,

Roger Staubach, 30, of Richardson, Texas, Quarterback,
Dallas Cowboys, Dallas, Texas.

Esther Stroy, 18, of the District of Columbia, Olympic
Sprinter, Washington, D.C.

The Committee is established for the purpose of advising the President on
ways in which the President's Environmental Merit Awards Program,
which was established on October 31, 1971, can be expanded and the
accomplishments of individuals and groups recognized. The Committee
shall also select individuals or groups who deserve special recognition
for accomplishments in the environmental area and confer appropriate
Environmental Merit Awards on behalf of the President.

# # #
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THE WHITE HOUSE

EXECUTIVE ORDER

e e S

ESTABLISHING THE PRESIDENT'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE
ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

On October 31, 1971, I announced the establishment of
the President's Environmental Merit Awards Program. The
Administrator of the Environmental] Protection Agency and the
Commissioner of Education sent letters to high school prin-
cipals inviting them to participate in this program by
establishing local tripartite committees to supervise and
direct local Environmental IMerit Awards Programs_. and to
make awards to individual students or groups of students
for significant environmental accomplishments by them.
These committees were to be composed of students., faculty
and interested members of the community.

Today, more than 2,500 high schools, including schools
in each of the 50 States, are actively involved in this program.

In view of this encouraging response, I have concluded
that I should establish a national committee to advise me of
ways in which this program can be further expanded and enhanced
and of other ways in which the environmental accomplishments
of individuals and groups may be appropriately recognized.

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me
by the Constitution and laws of the United States, it is
hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. (a) There is hereby established the
President's Advisory Committee on the Environmental Merit
Awards Program. The Committee shall be composed of a Chair-
man, to be designated by the President, and such members as
the President may, from time to time, appoint.

(b) The Committee shall advise the President and the
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency on ways
in which the Environmental Merit Awards Program can be
expanded and enhanced. The Committee shall select individuals
or groups of individuals who deserve special recognition for.
their local environmental accomplishments and confer
appropriate Environmental Merit Awards upon them on behalf
of the President. The Committee shall perform such other
related functions as the President may, from time to time,
specify.

Section 2. No member of the Committee shall receive
compensation from the United States by reason of service
as a member of the Committee but such members may be allowed
such travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsis-
tence, as may be authorized by law.

Section 3. The Environmental Protection Agency shall
provide, to the extent permitted by law, administrative
support for the Committee and the Environmental Merit Awards
Program.

RICHARD NIXON
THE WHITE HOUSE,
April 19, 1972.

# # #
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OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS OF WILLIAM D. RUCKELSHAUS,
ADMINISTRATOR, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
AND
JULIE NIXON EISENHOWER
AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE FIRST CERTIFICATES
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EXCELLENCE

THE ROSE GARDEN

AT 10:01 A.M. EST.

3

MR. RUCKELSHAUS: Good morning. I am Bill Ruckelshaus,
the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, and
we are very pleased today to announce the first awards under
the President's Environmental Merits Award Program.

I think it is particularly fitting that these
awards would be presented here in this beautiful setting here
in the Rose Garden.

As all of you know, just two years ago this week,
the first Earth Week was inaugurated in this country, and

this year the President has announced this week as National
Earth Week.

Recognizing the tremendous interest that young
people of this country have had in environmental
improvement, the President last October, announced the
President's Environmental Merit Awards Program. In that
program, students all over the country have been participating
and trying to develop projects that would merit the kind of
award that these students are being presented today.

The program itself has been enormously successful.
We now have some 2,600 high schools all over the country
participating.

The awards today will be given to students from
across the cnuntry, from Pennsylvania, from Illinois, Texas
and California. And this really is just the first wave of
participation in award-giving of these students, and we expect
in the months and years to come that there will be many more
just like it.

I think that we are particularly honored to have
the President's daughter today to participate and give these
first awards. She herself has shown a good deal of interest
and enthusiasm, as has youth all over this country, in the
environment.

Just a few months ago, we were in North Carolina
dedicating one of the National Environmental Research Centers,
and Julie Eisenhower participated in that.

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum "



-2 - PRESERVATION COPY

Without any further ado, I would like to introduce
Julie Eisenhower, who will present the awards.

MRS. EISENHOWER: I think that it is fair to say
that in many cases youth leads the way in our nation tocay,
and I think particularly in the field of the environment that
youth has led the way and set the tone for the entire nation.

The Nixon Administration is committed to a program
of earth renewal, and I believe we $ce its commitrnient in
the great success and vigorous activity of the Environmental

Protection Agency and Bill Ruckelshaus, who is here with us
this morning.

My father wants to enlist the efforts of all
Americans in the field of the environment and one way that
he thought he could recognize the efforts of young Americans
and encourage their efforts was through the Pre51dent1a1
Environmental Awards Program.

< e D o
I have two exciting announcements today. The \

program has been so successful that it is now being extended \
to junior high and elementary schools. I think that is veryj

fine and I am glad that the response has been so good.

Then the second announcements is that there is
now an Advisory Committee of Concerned Citizens, who will be
helping my father to present the awards and to encourage

participation through the nation.

I would like now to present the awards individually
to our representatives from the East, North, South and West of
the Nation.

First, from Oak Park, Illinois, Nancy Stockholm and
John Rudzinski, and their Excellence award was for environmental
education. And we have to give credit to the school, which is
Oak Park-River Forest High School.

Then, from Fort Worth, Texas, Frank Laux and “Red"
Goldstein, an Excellence award for their successful paper
collection and recycling project.

And from Lewistown, Pennsylvania, Dorothy Kline
and William Lash. Congratulations for your country-wide, low-
cost tree planting project. 20,000 trees, that is terrific.

And last, from Long Beach, California, Elizabeth
Bell and Jeffrey Bentley. Congratulations for tree planting
and environmental education, and also a recycling project.
This projéct involved five Long Beach schools and they saved
19,000 trees. That is wonderful.

The motto of the Environmental Merit Awards program
is "Life -- Pass It On," and I just want to add that I am
personally very honored to be able to present these awards,
because you all are really passing on life, and you are living
up to the motto.

Congratulations.
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ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20460

Hoffmann (202) 755-2770
Deister (202) 755-2770

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - THURSDAY, JANUARY 20, 1972

EPA ASKS COURT ACTION TO STOP POLLUTION OF LAKE SUPERIOR

William D. Ruckelshaus, Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency,
today asked the Department of Justice to file suit against the Reserve Mining
Company to halt pollution of Lake Superior by Reserve's ore processing plant at
Silver Bay, Minnesota.

In a letter to Attorney General John N, Mitchell, Ruckelshaus said that
Reserve's daily discharge of 67,000 tons of taconite tailings 'endangers a
unique natural resource''. The volume put into the Lake by the company 1is
many times greater than the total volume of material carried into the Lake
by its tributaries, he added. The Environmental Protection Agency Administrator
requested the Department of Justice to institute legal action requesting a
federal district court to set "a schedule of time within which the company must
terminate the pollution."

Ruckelshaus added that a notice had been issued to Reserve on April 28, 1971,
calling formal attention to its violation of water quality standards, and that in
an effort to reach an amicable solution, EPA had employed the consulting firm of
Roy F. Weston, Inc., of West Chester, Pennsylvania, to determine the feasibility
of alternative methods of total and partial on-land disposal. Weston, after
extensive investigation, reported five alternative plans, all of which were
rejected by Reserve Mining Company, leading to the present impasse.

The EPA Administrator said that Reserve raised many objections to each of the
plans, and that this could have led to "endless discussions and technical arguments,
with little possibility of a fruitful conclusion.'" Ruckelshaus said, "My
rcsponsibility is to protect the environment, and I intend to discharge that
responsibility as expeditiously as possible.'" He further said, "I have concluded
with regret that our dispute cannot be resolved without the assistance of the
court, and for that reason I have on this date forwarded the matter to the Depart-
ment of Justice for appropriate legal action."

Ruckelshaus noted that the States of Wisconsin, Minuesota, and Michigan have
frequently expressed a continuing concern in protecting the purity of Lake
Superior. These States are parties to the Lake Superior Federal-State enforcement
conference. For that reason, he said he has written to the respective Governors
suggesting that they consider intervention in the proposed action and participation
with EPA and the Department of Justice in seeking an end to the pollution.

TEHEHEF

EPA Form 1510-1 (§-71)
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"Although non-pesticide uses of mercury constitute the
major source of environmental contamination, mercurial
pesticides account for a significant proportion of such
contaminatiui,"” Ruckelshaus said. "The continued widespread
use of such pesticides would raise serious gquestions of
safety to man and the environment."

LPA pesticil. oificlals estimated that approxinately
12 products would be suspended and about 750 cancelled as
a result - of the two orders.

In October, the EPA affirmed the cancellation of three
mercury pesticides used to kill algae in swimming pools and
water cooling towers after the original cancellation notices
had been reviewed by a scientific advisory committee on appeal

from the manufacturer, with the committee recommending that
the cancellations be sustained.

B o##
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ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20460

Deister (202} 755-2770
Farkas ( 202) 254-7526

FOR RELEASE P.M.'S FRIDAY, MARCH 24, 1972

EPA MOVES TO SHARPLY CURTAIL USE OF MERCURY PESTICIDES

William D. Ruckelshaus, Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, today acted to stop the interstate shipment
of nearly all remaining pesticide products containing mercury in
an effort to avoid further hazard to human health and contamina-
tion of the environment from this source.

In a two-part move, Ruckelshaus ordered the suspension of
federal registrations for all alkyl mercury pesticides and all
other mercury products applied to laundry fabrics and rice seed,
and mixed in marine anti-fouling paints for vessels.

Suspension is the most drastic regulatory measure available
to the Environmental Protection Agency.

The order immediately halts all interstate commerce in these
products on the grounds that their continued sale would constitute
an imminent hazard to the public.

"Alkyl mercury is highly toxic and can accumulate in the brain,
causing damage to the nervous system," Ruckelshaus said. "The
other suspended products come in direct contact with and can con-
taminate water resources. Once in the water, they can be converted
by biological processes into a more toxic form of mercury whose
residues find their way into fish and other aquatic life likely to
be consumed by the public."

The order cited the concern for build-up in the environment
and food chain. Ruckelshaus said in his order: "To allow a
course of conduct today that may create an uncorrectable and
highly dangerous situation tomorrow is to engage in environmental
brinksmanship."

The alkyl mercury products suspended by the order are registered
for fungicidal use on cotton, farm and greenhouse equipment,
ornamentals, turf, and on trees and shrubs to control anthracnose,

EFA Form I151U-1 (6-71) ) _ (mor_e) o
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leaf spots, and blights. They are also used to retard mold
and mildew on surfaces and as a wood preservative. Alter-
native methods of control are available for most of these
uses, according to the EPA.

Certain alkyl mercury pesticides used to treat seed
were suspended in 1970 by the Federal Government after
several New Mexico children were seriously poisoned after
eating meat from a hog fed waste seed treated with the
chemical.

No attempt will be made by the Government to recall the
suspended mercury products already in the hands of distri-
butors or on dealers' shelves because of serious problems
related to disposal and storage that a massive recall would
create. The Agency pointed out that safe disposal techniques
for mercury, particularly in large guantities do not now
exist. The safest method of disposal is to proceed with normal
use, observing established precautionary procedures, with
resulting diffusion in the environment.

In a simultaneous action, the EPA Administrator has
given notice of intent to cancel the federal registration
of all other mercury pesticide products, including
those used in mildew-proofing paint, treatment of logs and
lumber to prevent stain and mildew, and for control of
stinking smut on wheat, snow mold on golf courses, and leaf
stripe disease on barley.

A cancellation notice does not immediately stop inter-
state commerce in the affected products, as is the case with
a suspension order. Rather, it allows manufacturers or users
30 days in which to challenge the cancellation notice itself
by filing an administrative appeal. An appeal initiates a
scientific review or a public hearing on the cancellation
action, during which period the manufacturers can continue to
market their products.

Under the law the Environmental Protection Agency must
commence administrative action by cancellation whenever a
"substantial question of safety" exists with regard to a
pesticide.

Last year, over 771,000 pounds of mercury were used in
mildew-proofing paint, 137,639 pounds in agricultural products,
and as much as 44,000 pounds for treating an estimated 10
billion board feet of logs and lumber. Agricultural use of
mercury pesticides declined 33 percent from 1969.

(more)
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20460

Deister (202) 755-2770
EPA NEWS FEATURE Hoffman (202) 755-2770

FOR RELEASE SUNDAY, MAY 14, 1972

EPA WILL BUILD "ARTIFICIAL OCEAN" TO TEST OIL SPILL CLEANUP
METHODS

An "artificial ocean"--complete with its own wavemaking
machinery -- will be built in New Jersey by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, to test equipment for cleaning up
spills of o0il and other hazardous materials.

The $1.8 million concrete test tank -- measuring 600 feet
long and holding more than two million gallons of water -- will
be the only one of its kind in the world.

The test facility, to be completed by May 1973, will be
built on a five-acre marshland site leased to EPA by the Earle
Naval Ammunition Depot in Leonardo, New Jersey, located on the
south shore of Raritan Bay.

Known as OHMSETT (0il and Hazardous Materials Systems Environ-
mental Test Tank), it will test new types of booms, skimmers and
other devices used to contain and clean up spills.

In order to test the various devices under realistic condi-
tions, the OHMSETT facility will be equipped with a wave gener-
ator, to produce regular, irregular and "confused" waves up to
two feet high.

The tank, 65 feet wide and 8 feet deep, will contain about
2.6 million gallons of water drawn from Raritan Bay. A tracked
bridge spanning the tank will tow test equipment lengthwise down
the tank at speeds of up to six knots.

Data will be transmitted to a small control building for
recording and processing. Some water quality analyses will be
done in a small laboratory near the tank.

The data collected from OHMSETT will help EPA reduce the
harmful impact of accidental discharges of hazardous pollutants
upon beaches and the marine environment. Such spills have
become a problem of major dimension for America's lakes and
coastal waters.
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In 1970, the U.S. Coast Guard recorded 3,335 oil spills
(a total of about 15 million gallons) and 376 spills of haz-
ardous materials and other substances (about 1/4 of a million
gallons).

Since the OHMSETT facility will, on a continuous basis,
make use of o0il and other hazardous materials, EPA has taken
precautions to insure that the tank does not harm the surround-
ing environment.

Wastewater, oil and other materials from the tank will be
piped directly to an adjacent treatment facility; the effluent
from the treatment facility will be of higher quality than the
water pumped in from Raritan Bay.

Oily portions separated from the wastewater will be re-
refined, and solids will be stored and eventually transferred
to State-approved landfill sites.

The OHMSETT facility is funded by EPA's National Environ-
mental Research Center in Cincinnati, Ohio. It will be oper-
ated by NERC's Water Quality Research Division in Edison,

New Jersey, which is located in EPA's Region II.

The winning construction bid -- of $1,828,800 -- was sub-
mitted by Remsco Associates of Matawan, New Jersey. Another
New Jersey firm, Engineers Incorporated of Newark, designed the
OHMSETT facility and will supervise its construction.

## # &

(Note to editors: A photo of a model of the "artificial
ocean" is available upon request from the Office of Public
Affairs, Environmental Protection Agency.)
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FOR RELEASE AFTER 4:30 P.M., FRIDAY, MAY 12, 1972

EPA DENIES ONE-YEAR EXTENSION OF 1975 AUTO EMISSION STANDARDS

William D. Ruckelshaus, Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, today denied a one-year extension of the legal
requirement for 1975 auto emission standards that had been
requested by five companies.

Ruckelshaus said the companies had failed to produce sufficient
evidence required under the Clean Air Act to justify such a post-
ponement of the standards.

"We have concluded that although auto manufacturers demon-
strated difficulties in their efforts to reduce exhaust pollutants,

they have not established that the technology does not exist.
Impressive progress has been achieved in controlling auto emissions

by a variety of control systems employing catalysts. Our analysis
of all data suggests the technology may well be available for the
1975 cars to meet these standards," Ruckelshaus said.

"We recognize that it may require financial commitments by
auto makers to catalyst suppliers before all testing has been
completed, but it appears that such commitments, already taken by
one major auto company, are necessary to achieve the air pollution
control objectives mandated by the 1970 Clean Air Act."

The Clean Air Act calls for a 90 percent reduction in
emissions of hydrocarbons and carbon monoxide in 1975 model
autos compared with emissions from 1970 models.

The Act also authorizes the EPA Administrator to grant a

one-year suspension of the 1975 standards if after hearings and
examination of evidence he determines that the suspension is

(more)
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essential to the public interest or public health and welfare;
that the applicant for a waiver has made good faith efforts to
meet the 1975 standards; and that the applicant has established
that effective control technology is not available or has not
been available long enough to achieve compliance with the stan-
dards.

Five companies applied for the one-year suspension prior
to EPA hearings that began April 10. They were Volvo, Incor-
porated, of Sweden; International Harvester; General Motors;
Ford; and Chrysler. A sixth company, American Motors, also
filed for a suspension after the hearings began, but its appli-
cation was not included in today's decision, and a separate
hearing will be scheduled soon on its request. Any other company
seeking a suspension must submit a formal application with
supporting data.

A number of other auto companies and makers of emission
control systems, as well as public interest groups, testified
during the three weeks of hearings. A total of 2,926 pages of
testimony were received and are on file at EPA headquarters
for public inspection.

## % # #
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FACT SHEET
PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

The President's Environmental Merit Awards Program will make it possible for
students of the Nation's high schools to receive recognition for individual or group
projects that benefit the environment. Opportunity to participate in the program
is being offered to some 38,000 public and private high schools across the country.

All students who undertake and complete a responsible environmental service
project will receive an award, Additional awards will be given to projects
deserving special recognition. Panels made up of student, faculty and community
representatives will administer the program. National support for this program
will be provided through the Environmental Protection Agency and the Office of
Education,

Suggested projects for the program could fit into four categories -- education,
environmental awareness, community service and public affairs. Students could
seek assistance with their projects from private as well as governmental agencies
at all levels -- Federal, State and local. Thke best primary sources of help

would be provided by local libraries and environmental groups.

Objective - To provide a vehicle through which the Federal Government may
recognize and reward constructive, resoonsible environmental services performed
by American high school youth throughout the country.

Scope - The President's Environmcntal Merit Awards will encompass youth
activities throughout the entire couantry and will be offered through more than
thirty eight thousand high schools, both public and private.

iructure - Environmental service awards will recognire two levels of accomplish-
ment in the performance :f environmental service. The first level will be granted

to all students or student groups who undertake and complete & responsible
environmental service project. The second level will be awarded for projects

which are considered by a judging panel to merit special recognition for achievement.

Administration - The awards program will be administered at the local level,
using judging and advisory panels made up of student, faculty and community
representatives. This method of administration is considered essential because
evaluation of projects should be made using community needs and problems to
determine the criteria.

Participation - Students may take part as individuals or as members of school
organizations. They can choose a more passive role concerned in a general
education - type project or play a more active role by becoming involved in a
project concerned with governmental process.

Categories of Concern - Individual or group activities could be undertaken under a
number of objectives such as:

Education - Possible activities could be to conduct pollution surveys,
to gather watershed analysis data, to develop inventories of consumer habits
or to study government and legislative processes.

MORE
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Environmental Awareness - This category would carry the education
process one step further by giving presentations at community meetings,
preparing articles for local newspapers, spoisoring ecology fairs and
working with younger children.

Community Service - Suggested projects could include restoring streams
to their natural state, eliminating vermin, cleaning up litter, landscaping
a park, staffing an environmental information center or operating a
recycling program.

Public Affairs - Direct involvement in government at work could include
cooperating with public officials, attending public hearings, presenting
environmental data to zoning boards, sewage districts planning authorities
and utility commissions.

Support - Private as well as governmental agencies at all levels -- Fed=zral,
State, and local offer a wide variety of assistance to projects. While capable of
supplying general information needs, large agencies are best utilized once
specific program objectives have been cetermined. Local libraries and
environmental groups are the primary source of information during initial project
development.
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FACT oHEET
PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

The President's Environmental Merit Awards Program will make it possible for
students of the Nation's high schools to receive recognition for individual or group
projects that benefit the environment. Opportunity to participate in the program
is being offered to some 38, 000 public and private high schools across the country.

All students who undertake and complete a respncnsible environmental service
project will receive an award. Additiona:r awards will be given to projects
aeserving special recognition. Panels made up of student, faculty and community
representatives will administer the program. National support for this program
will be provided through the Environmental Protection Agency and the Office of
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Suggested projects for the program could fit into four categories -- educati:.,
environmental awareness, community service and public affairs. Students could
seek assistance with their projects from private as well as governmental agencies
at all levels -- Federal, State and local. The best primary sources of help

would be provided by local libraries and environmental groups.

Objective - To provide a vehicle through which the Federal Government may
recognize and reward constructive, responsible environmental services performed
by American high school youth throughout the country.

Scope - The President's Environmcntal Merit Awards will encompass youth
activities throughout the entire country and will be offered through more than
thirty eight thousand high schools, both public and private.

Siructure - Environmental service awards will recognire two levels of actomplish-
ment in the performance «f environmental service. The first level will be granted

to all students or student groups who undertake and completc =. responsible
environmental service project. The second level will be awarded for projects

which are considered by a judging panel to merit special recognition for achievement.

Acdministration - The awards program will be administered at the local level,
using judging and advisory panels made up of student, faculty and community
representatives. This method of administration is considered essential because
eviluation of projects should be made using community needs and problems to
determine the criteria.

Participation - Students may take part as individuals or as members of school
organizations, They can choose a more passive role concerned in a general
education - type project or play a more active role by becoming involved in a
project concerned with governmental process.

Categories of Concern - Individual or group activities could be undertaken under a
number of objectives such as:

Education - Possible activities could be to conduct pollution surveys,
to gather watershed analysis data, to develop inventories of consumer habits
or to study government and legislative processes.
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Environmental Awareness - This category would carry the education
process one step further by giving precsentntions at community meetings,
preparing articles for local newspapers, spousoring ecology fairs and
working with younger children.

Community Service - Suggested projects could include restoring streams
to their natural state, eliminating vermin, cleaning up litter, landscaping
a park, staffing an environmental information center or operating a
recycling program.

Public Affairs - Direct involvement in government at work could include
cooperating with public officials, attending public hearings, presenting
environmental data to zoning boards, sewage districts planning authorities
and utility commissions.

Support - Private as well as governmental agencies at all levels -- Fedzral,
State, and local offer a wide variety of assistance to projects. While capatle of
supplying general information needs, large agencies are best utilized once
specific program objectives have been cetermined. Local libraries and
environmental groups are the primary source of information during initial project
development.
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(Andrews) ' April 18, 1972

FIENVIRONMENTATL AWARDS (JUILLE T SIENTIOWITR)

All of us lmow that this is ITarth Week, certainly a very appro-
priate time to be honoring excellence in environnmental action.
But let me also remind you of another important anniversary

which we obscrve today. It was on April 19, 1775 -~ 197 years ago

this day -- that the Minutemen took their stand at Lesxington and

Now America, especially young America, is on the march again --
fighting this time not for naticnal independence, but for ecological
interdependence. We have declared our basic human right to sur-
roundings that are green and healthy and alive and clean. We have
accepted our patriotic duty to defend that right. We will not be sun-
mer patriots or sunshine soldiers -- we are in the battle to stay.

We know that the carth we save will be our own.

I like to think of the IInvironmental Merit Awards as decorations
for valor, for heroisim above and beyond the call of duty in serving.
the environmental cause. It is with great pleasure that I will now
present the {irst four of these awards to participants in four out-
standing projects across the United States -- north, south, cast,

/
and west.
First, from Oak Park,Illinois, Miss Nancy fSLoél:hoh'n and Mur.

John Rudzinski, winners of an excellence award for theiv innovative

1]
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environmental education and action program at Oak Park-River
Forest High School,

Next, from Fort Worth, Texas, Mr. Frank Laux and Mr. Dan
Geldstein, to receive an excellence award for their successful paper
coilection and Irccycling project in the Forth Worth community --
with special mmention to Diamond I1ill High School for its outstanding
loadexrship efforts in that project.

Next, from Lewistown, Pennsylvania, Miss Dorothy A. IKline
and Mr. William C. Lash of Juniata-Mifflin Area Vocational-
Technical School, to recceive an excellence award for that school's
counnty-wide, low-cost trec planting project.
to Miss Elizabeth Bell and Mr. Jeflrey Bentley for an ambitious and
highly successful program of recycling, tree plantilng, and environ-
mental education at the elementary level, involving students from
5 I,ong Beach High Schools.

On behalf of my father, may I congratulate all eight of you, and
all your fellow students, teachers, and advisers who shared in these
projects.

Many, many move students will be following in your footsteps
during the m;‘m‘lha: and years ahead. Alrcady the growth in this pro-

gram has been phenomenal. Seven months ago there was no
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Invirommental Awards program at al]..‘ Now there are more than
2500 senior high schools taking part, representing all 50 States.
Recently the scope has been broadened to take in swmmer camps

as well, And I am delighted to tell you at this time that my father
has asked me to announce plans to include junior high schools and
clementary schools too in the awards competition beginning this fall.

v tremmendous mobiliza-

tion of youth power on behalf ol environmental quality in the United
States. With thousands of schools and millions of young people taking
part, and with the support and leadership of this distinguished new

Advisory Committee for the program,I predict that we are going to

sece some miracles performed. Thank you very much.

it I
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE “Fpril 19, 1972

Office of the White liouse Press Secretary
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L}

THE_WHITE HOUSE

EXECUTIVE ORDER

W ww omm omm mes n s

ESTABLISHING THE PRESIDENT'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE
ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

On October 31, 1971, I announced the establishment of
the President’s Environmental tMerit Awards Program. The
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency and the
Commissioner of Education sent letters to high school prin-
cipals inviting them to participate in this program by
establishing local tripartite committees to supervise and
direct local Environmental Merit Awards Programs_ and to
make awards to individual students or groups of students
for significant environmental accomplishments by thnem.
These committees were to be composed of students. faculty
and interested members of the community.

Today, more than 2,500 high schools., including schools
in each of the 50 States, are actively involved in this program.

In view of this encouraging response, I have concluded
that I should establish a national committee to advise me of
ways in which this program can be further exranded and enhanced
and of other ways in which the environmental accomplishments
of individuals and groups may be appropriately recognized.

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me
by the Constitution and laws of the United States, it is
hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. (a) There is hereby established the
President's Advisory Committee on the Environmental Merit
Awards Program. The Committee shall be composed of a Chair-
man, to be designated by the President, and such members as
the President may. from time to time, appoint.

(b) The Committee shall advise the President and the
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency on ways
in which the Environmental Merit Awards Program can be
expanded and enhanced. The Committee shall select individuals
or groups of individuals who deserve special recognition for
their local environmental accomplishments and confer
appropriate Environmental Merit Awards upon them on behalf
of the President. The Committee shall perform such other

related functions as the President may, from time to time,
specify.

Section 2. No member of the Committee shall receive
compensation from the United States by reason of service
as a member of the Committee but such members may be allowed

such travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsis-
tence, as may be authorized by 1law.

Section 3. The Environmental Protection Agency shall
provide, to the extent permitted by law, administrative
support for the Committee and the Environmental Merit Awards
Program.

RICHARD NIXON
THE WHITE HOUSE,
April 19, 1972.

#o##
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i ~ ~PRUJECTS IN REGIONS

|

REGION I
MAINE PASSACHUSETTS
NEW HAMPSHIRE RHODE ISLAXND
VERMONT CONNZCTICUT
[
MATINE |
- (1) Katahdin High School
' Sherman Station, Maine 04777
(207) 365-4272.
|
"Environmental Control
MASSACHUSETTS
(1) Habitat High School
10 Juniper Road, Box 184
Belmont, Massachusetts 02178
. "De-Icing Salts and the Environment"
CONNECTICUT ‘ :
: {J): Killingty High School

Danielson, Connecticut

06239
(203) 774-8985

" "Survey of an Ecosystem in Conqecticut”
& (an individual project)
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REGION II

NEW JERSEY

NEW YORK

PROuLCTS iN REGLONS - SISEE

NEW YORK

VIRGIN ISLANDS
INEW JERSEY PUERTO RICO
(1) John F. Kemnedy High School

(2)

€Y

()

(3)

Somers, New York 10589

(914) 212-5061
"Recycling of Aluminum and Glass"
Levittown Memorial High School
Ranch & Abbey Lanes

Levittown,:New York 11756
(516) PY6-6300

-

“"Environmental Experiments by Ecology Class'

Dwight Morrow High School

Englewood, New Jersey 07631

(201) 871-4300

"Interdisciplinary Environment

“Education and Independent Research'

Morris Coqhty Board of Chosen Freeholders
has presented a grant to

Morristown/Morris County National Parks

Centennia¥ Association to conduct |

4

"LIFE...PASS It On" program in 23 high schools

in MorrisICounty

St . Josepé High School "7 . T T

North Thixd St.
Hammonton{ New Jersey 08037 ey
(609) 561-0689 ) ~
561-0348 (Convent phone)- .

"Environmental Awarencss"

o

|

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



REGION TTIT

PENNSYLVANTA

HARYTLAND

PROJECTS IN REGIONS

(2)

(3)

%)

@

""Ecology?Poster Contest"

DELAWARE VIRGINIA

- MARYLAND WEST VIRGINIA
PENNSYLVANTIA DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
(1) Juniata Mifflin Area Vocational

Technital School
Lewistown| Pennsylvania 17044
(717) 248-3933
. I
|
"Green Up, Your Back Yard"
I
Bishop McDevitt High School
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17103
(21S5) [236-7973

"Environmental Action Program'

Williams Valley High School

+ Reinerton, Pennsylvania 17980

(717) 1647-2646

tn
"Clean Wiconisco Creeck'.

Moniteau Jr-Sr High School

West Sunbury, Pennsylvania 16061
(412)I637-2821 '

-

|

"EcologyéPhoto Contest"

Severna %ark Senior High School =~~~ —— 7 =~

Robinson| & Evergreen Roads =~

Severna Park, Maryland 21146 e
(301); 647-2333 =

|

"e

"Environment of Severna Park Area' .

SPOT - Severna Park Organized Teens
) : ' ( more)

i
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REGION III (cont.) ;

VIRGINIA
(1) Bishop Denis J. O'Connell High School
Arlington, Virginia 22213
(703) 534-8100
"Life As We See It"
&
TG % {
\J ‘
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—~ +°  PROJECTS IN REGIONS },
‘ e /
REGION IV ' ‘ -
ALABAMA MISSISSIPPI
- FLORIDA, . NORTH CAROLINA
GEORGIA SOUTH CAROLINA
KENTUCKY TENNESSEE
TENNESSEE

(1) Hume-Fogg Technical Vocational High School
Nashville, Tennessee 37203
(615) 244-60{0 —
i
"Environmental Pollution"
[

Note: Science club won lst place in Nashville, 1971
Medical Asso. Contest and 3rd place in the
Tennessee Medical Asso. contest.

:

'l

-
g > H
.
-
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- -
bl O g
..
G - T
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REGION V

OHIO

- ™

[P
S

- PROJECTS IN REGIONS

OHIO
INDIANA
MICHIGAN

(1) Swanton High
Swanton, Ohio
'""Glass Collecting

Note:

Robert L. Bratton,

WISCONSIN
ILLINOIS
MINNESOTA

School
4B558

i

flor Recycling"

(2) Woodward High [School

"Toledo, Ohio
. (419) 726-

"School Clean-Up'"
"Plastic Recycling
(3) Watkins-Memor

Pataskala,
(614) 927

43608
1540

1t

;al Jr-Sr.

Ohio 43062

2061

senior,

outstanding student

"Ottawa River Clean-Up"
‘(student & community programs)

High School

"Governmental Protect)on of Ecology, a Problem
in Surv1val“

(4) 80 high schooﬁs working with Institute
for Env1ronmental Education
8911 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

(216) 231.

45010 .

Joseph H. Chudbourne, Pr1nc1pa1

(5) Tields High S

Mansfield, Onlo 44901 .

(419) 5224

chool

3632

P.O. Bog'iss

Baylis L. Prater - Consultant 324 8022

" "Ecology Behind Prison Walls'

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum
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REGION V (Cont.)

MICHIGAN

TILLINOIS

(6) E. L. Bowsher High School
3548 South Detroit Avenue
Toledo, Ohio 43614

"Ecological Environment Problems'
Local and National

(1) Ashley High School
Ashley, Michigan 48806
(517) 847-2341

"Pollgtion in the Maple River'
(2) .Lawton Community High School
Lawton, Michigan 49065
(616) 624-4655
"Recycling Center: Operation Pig Pen
(3) Gaylord Comnunity High School
Gaylord, Michigan 49735
(517) 732-5551
.
"Petroreum in Otsego County"
"Stqdy of Gaylord Sewer Systeﬁ"
(4) Royal 0Oak Dondero High School
709 North Washington

Royal Oak, Michigan 48067
(313) 541-7100

- -

"SCUM: STUDENTS CLEANING UP MESSES"

(1) 0Oak Park & River Forest High School
~ 201 North Scoville Avenue )
Oak Park, Illinois 60302 “»
(312) 383-0700 Ext. 561

"Pollution Control Center''

. ( more)

P
[EINPee =

LRI
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TREGION V (Cont.) i
WISCONSIN |
(1) Cumberland High School
Cumberland, Wisconsin 54829
"Are Cumberland Lakes Dying?"
"Is Beaver Dam Lake Dying?"
% f
] L
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REGION VI

TEXAS

NEW MEXICO

N {

"State Ecology High Sci

PROJECTS IN REGIONS

ARKANSAS

- LOULSTIANA

TEXAS

(1) EAGLE PASS HIGH S
Eagle Pass, Texas
(512) 773-9536

‘"Environmental Control

( High School Club)

L)

(505) 894-2839

""Save Our Surroundings

w

ame e R e

HKLAHOMA
NEW MEXICO

CHOOL
78852

Organization"

Hot Springs High School
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico

| 87901

t SOS"

100l Seminar"
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REGION VII

{ANSAS

MISSOURT

I0WA

NEBRASKA

PROJECTS IN REGIONS

KANSAS I0WA
MISSOURI ' NEBRASKA

(1) Wichita High School North
Wichita, Kansas 67203
(316) 264-7351

"City-County Pollution Survey"

1970 1972

(1) Academy of the Sacred Heart
-St. Charles, Missouri 63301
'(314) 723-1818

"Water and Air Pollution'

(1) Maquoketa Valley COﬁmunlty ngh School
. Delhi, Iowa 52223
(319) 522-2713

"operafion Clean-Up"

(1) Central Catholic High School
West Point, Nebrashka 68788
(402) 528-3280

r

"Does Chlordane Affext the Food Chain?"
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PROJECTS IN REGIONS

REGION VIII

COLORADO UTAH
WYOMING ~ NORTH DAKOTA
MONTANA SOUTH DAKOTA

UTAH
(1) Clearfield High School
Clearfield, Utah 84015
(801) 825-2216

"Environmental Research Center -

The Clearfield Project'

<
= -

.

i, Ame
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PROJECTS IN REGIONS }

REGION IX .
CALIFORNIA ' GUAM WAKE ISLAND
NEVADA HAWATII
ARIZONA AMERICAN SAMOA

TRUST TERRITORIES OF PACIFIC ISLANDS

CALIFORNTA

A "

e (5) Salesian High School

(1) Wwillow Glen High School
2001 Cottle Avenue
San Jose, California 95125
(408) 266-7340

"Environmental Education and Community Problems'

.(2) San Clemente High School
700 Avenida Pico

San Clemente, California 92672
(714) 492-4165 '

"An Ecological Survey of Dana Point Harbor"

" (3) Five High Schools
Long Beach Unified School Distric
701 Locust Avenue :
Long Beach, California 90813
. (213)
|~
"Beautification and Ezology Program'
“ at School & Community Level

" (4)  Anderson Valley High School
Boonville, California 95415

"fFire Prevention Poster"

2851 Salesian Avenue

o —.—.— -Richmond, California 94804

... "save Sea Life"

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum
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PROJECTS IN REGIONS /

» £ .

REGION X 4
WASHINGTON " IDARO
OREGON ATASKA
TDAHO
(1) Marsh Valley High School
Arimo, Idaho 83214
(208) 254- 3376
"Saving Environment and Human Resources'
WASHINGTON

- na®

o we @ -

(1) Selkirk High School
Ione, Washington 99139
(509) 446-2941

"Selkirk Environmental Center"
(Outstanding project)

(2) Tacoma Public School
' 701 South 37th St.,

Tacoma, Washington 98408

"Youth Conservation Corps"

(
.

sk } S
¥ L}
’
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Prosidentinl Eavironmental Excellence Awards were
given to 15 Atlanta arca students at the STISP conference in
Atlanta last weekend. The awards are in recognition of envi-
ronmental service to the community.

The students and their projects are:

North Fultoir Iigh School: Robert Shicarer, Eric Goldberg
and Linda Hardy. “Water Quality of Peachitree Creck Basing
The South IFork, the North IFork, and Nancy Creck — Update
of 1868 Water Quality Control Bourd Ieport.”

Marictta ITigh School: Rick Hume and Russell McNair.
“Chemical Analysis of Rottenwood Creek in Cobb County.”

Northside High School: Jim Hugiies and Rardy Spratt. “A
Casc Study of the Iffcets of an Apartment Complex on the
Chattahoochee Through Ixamination of Bacterial Pollution, |
Amount Dissolved Osygcn, Phosphate Content, and Organic
Matter.”

Northside High Schiool: Christic Mason, “Effects of Land
and Water Use on the IFlint River as presented in an Original
Film *The River Speaks for Itsel.”

Dykes Iigh School: Bob Cannon. “A Winter Study of Life
Forms and Water Quality of Nancy Cireck.”

Northside Iligh Scliool: Tommy Jones. “Informing the
Community of the Effects of Clearcutiing, Channelization and
Fire on Wildlife.”

Henry Grady High School: Saran Patterson. “A Plan of -
Reforestation to be Implemented at Tiber Ridge.”

Norihside High School: Dee Ianner. “‘How Adequate is
Emergency Medical Care in Denscly Populaied Areas of At-
lanta?”

Nortliside Iigh School: Tere Darnell. “Teaching First
Graders about Ecology and Pollution.”’

Henry Gready High School: Anncite Cook. “Teaching 9
through 12-Year-Old Children About the Iinvironment Tmoagh
Various Teaching Approaches: Environmental Study Arca,
Lecture, Demonstration and Discussion.”

Northside Iligh School: Steve Berger. ‘“‘Housing Patterns
in the City of Atlanta as Indicated by ilie 1970 Census.”
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Prosidentiag environmenty] avards were presented o 14 |{

grga-ﬁerz Atlanta high _schogl Students Saturday night at tihe
clese of g Bvo-ay Cnsironmenta) conferenc,
s

ibe award recipients, members of Students Towar
amental Participation {STEP), Were Ronored fop ec
gul work ranging from , waier Quality study of
LIeCR Basin 1o the oiiects of chmmeliza:jon and ¢}
an wiidljfe.

Jack 1, Ravan, regionul administrago, of the Environ-
mental Protcction Agencv, praised the Youngsters g5 “an oyt-
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Twolve students fron Clear nealad Drotection Agency,  defl Rosenbery, and  David
Yo Creek lligh Schiool poi tweil  {eld the students their work  Kloptensiein,
VY conaenadiions ram was “one of ihe ouistanding A S]JCOiz’ll award  of  ex-

Prosident Nixon Thursday for

fa W summen study of pollu-
tion in Clear Lake!

Tiie studeuls were present-
oG Wi presideniial  mernit

I oawanrds “for service to the

conuntnity and the nation

i cavirommental  protection

achieverment.”

i Sigued A, Sjoberg, depuly
direcior of the Manned Space-
cialt Center, handed out the

Locenificates  during a0 high

'I schicol assembly. One of the

a awaids went to b_]OdC‘l’” § son,

i Bob.

L Sjoberg said the students’
"work could be “a real
¢ catalyst in improving water

J1 quadity in Clear Creck and
f Clear Lake.”

| Nina Havmon, a public al-
fuirs oflicer with the Dallas
regional oifice of the Environ-

S

projects in the counivy, and’
the only waler quality study
in the nation thal -has been

chosen to reccive these
awards.”'

The studenis  spent last
summetr criss-crossing the
lake in smail boais, and tai-
ing samples for analysis by
the Universily of Ilouston. A
veport ont their lindings s
heing printed and will be re-
leased shortly.

Besides young Sjobery, the
award winners sl in high
school are Johin Crane, Cieryl
Murphy and £hil Naccker.

The remaining award win-
ners, who have since gone on
to college, arc Linda

Befancourt, Charies Doland,
Cralg Faupell,: Jim Huggins, ¢
Gregg  Lake, Ruih - Mellog, .

*

t
\‘.
o
1 I}

ceilence was prescaied. to the

aroup's graduile student-ad-
viser, Mrs. Pam S, Ward,

wlhio returned here from Mich-

igan for the ceremony.

Ten  sponsoring  organiza-
tions and adviscers also got

the awards.

Astronaul Ifred W. Taise,
Jr.. was scheduled to speak
#t the ceremony but {he pro-
gram's sponsors said  Rear
Adin.
chicl of the astronauis, can-
celed Iaise's dppearance he-
cause it had not been cleared
through him.
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Plalidan - Avea High o School,

Halitax,  will reccive  the
CProsidential Award ol Ea-
collenee™ tor its outstanding con-
tribution 1o Its  cominunity
through cnvironmental
achicvement.

Inomaking the ansouncement
Edward W. Furia, Regional Ad-
ninistrator of the Middic Atiantic
Region, U.S. Environnmiental
Protection  Agency said  thut
Flalitax was the first schiool within
the Region to receive the citation.

Niark Noosilverman, wi olicial
of EPA will present the award to
S0 students on behall of President
Richard Nixon at a  special
ceremony  on May S, at the
Halitax Figh School Auditorium
at 10:00 A.M.

S Furia said Hlalitax was selected
from more” than 600 applicants
for the Presidential award because
ol their outstanding  ctforts 1o

clean up the Powcell Creek in
Halitax., .
“The students cleared  the

Sstream ol all debris; constructed

dams to imiprove conditions for

cthe breeding of trout and con-

structed  barriers to remove

ssedimentation from the bottom of

the stream,” Furia said, “Their ef-
forts and accomplishments are a
credit to their community and the
cntire Region.”
Congratulations!
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ENVIAONVIENTAL PRV G 10N AGZNG

lay 2, 1972

Public Affairs Office, Region IV, EPA

Hume Fogg School Presidential Merit Award presented April 27, 1972
Mrs. Ginger Savell, Regional Coordinator, Office of Public Affairs

ZPA, Washington, D.C.

Tuolicity regarding the presentation, made for the President by
Region IV EPA Deputy Administrator James R. Westlake, is as
Tollows:

WLAC-TV: ran a news segment....
WSIX-TV: ran a news segment....

WLAC Radio ran it....
WSIX Radio ran iti...

The National Banner newspaper ran a news article, a copy of which
is peing Torwarded.

The school's coordinator, Mrs. Tish Finch, gave the above report.
She coumented that the school also received many calls and
telegrams, including one from Senator Howard Baker. She reported

ir. Westlake made a splendid appearance and was well ‘received.
School board officials and others also attended.

Hagan Thompson
Public Affairs

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum
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Nashville’s lTume-Fogg
Teehnical  Vocational " 1
Schiool reccived the Presi-

deal's  Enviroamantal  Merit -

pr. 27,

Award tloday in speciai ccre-. .

monies neld al the school.
Hume-Fogg was the dirst

schicol in the Southeast to .-

<

be hounorcd under whe nev
by the U.S. Zaviroumcentai
Protection Agency.

EPA Deputy Regional Ad-

Ministrator James [, West-

lake of Atlanta, on behalfl of

President  Nixon, presenied

-
certificates of mearit to 24
siudents  and  three aduli
advisers.

M St b X

48 - stidenis, under the
guidance of Mrs, Tish Finch,
Inciuded members of the bi-
owgy and health occupation
classes and members of the

" science ciub.

Tic  Presideal’s  Tavicome

. grams.

mental Merit Awards Pro-
gyam was estadlished to
recogunize activities and

achicvements of high school -

s‘:L:aexxzs w0o have committed
tiemselves Lo consiructive
cavironmental service.

The program has recentiy
been broadened to inciude
clemenatiry and junior schools

and summer camping pro-

P —
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] (“?\l Julie Nixon Kisenh uWC}' pre-

esidential ISnviron menm} Merit
: z‘.iuL school students from four
' ,m o: at & White House ce cmon/ Weamswy.
resident Nixon's younger daughter announced
wal ner faliier was expanainy the u\Vuu.\lH nrorram,
whicik honors con ve environmenta. ac.:ivr‘cics
af"young paople, 10 junior aish schools and elemens-
Tary SCid 00.s,

s, J_;m(‘u“u\" e ‘);a:scmcd
stadents il 13
Beach, Mrank Lau.\' nc
Woria, Tex., Dovothy A, Ki
Ladiy of L WIBLOT, Pa., and Na
Jo'im Ru ‘.zmm oi Ou.\ ; ari;:, '

WASHIN

S Abe d e

',n._1

v 11

ast Octu‘”-r Wlul
the hope m i “mm/ mouu aGas of high choo. stu-
cents would st : ive for certidicates -under the Ltheme:
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But a zroup of ecology-mind-
Area High Schodl

Goabil higaer aad

htve begwnies

e H AV e
Siraisht A'S

Cadlls

0. the President of l.l\. J.m edi
siates, ’
Al 532 members of the

tevcay
’

!
CCLende,
\

. R o (LR R - - 1 s -
3Chowd’s Conservation Cluv yes-

were  presenied &
cesidential Award of Ex-
?ihe first sucn award:
the U. S. Envi-,

va benalf of the President ai &
speciai program at ihe wool
by Mark N. Silverman, diret
for of the agency's Puolic Ai-l
falis Di\';sxon, with oifices im
Pitladelphia, .o
An agency olficial said Hali-
fax Was seleciod. from wore
thaa G00 applicants ior L.N
Prosidential award b ause’ ot

the club’s outstand 1" ’CAAOI'LS

to clean up Powells CAcek.
“The studenfs cleared Lhe
sivcam of all debris, con strum-

consiructed bary

ed Gams 19 improve c\mc.:‘o.; v
for the brecedir ng of trout and
riers {0 remove

fronn the boltom
\

sedaimeniation
of the sticam” said Edward W.
Furia, administrator of the
\.h\’.i\l\m, Atiantic A\Lolo"\ Ul thet

1.8, Eavifgnmental Px rotectios’

CWilR e §

Azency. “Their eiforts and ac-
compiishiments are a credit to
thoir coimunity and “.\(. citire

”n ¥
environmentalists
aiso  achioved  another - first
Poweils Creek-clean.
up, Winaing of the Peinsylvae

member of

-
Lt~

Comminsion
SCTVAUON AWRIG, WiHICh WGS in-
iated by the commission at a
Ot npm 2.

nia sk

u.\(‘.,l\.
This  wward, which cach
the Conpservaiiad
reccived  al yosterdaay's
CINOnY, Cous bt; ol a cer m—
expresslng e comi
5 gratitude Tor t’no. duo’u
focts and achievements lus
& cloia emblera that
worh O3 & jacker or sweater (0
snow publitiy thatl the individ-
ual or group has mace a sig-
r‘mcam coatribution in aiding
7 rs“ Commission and Ciki-

tie commonwealt,

A Figk Comimission .,pu“ca-
man 2id the awacG e f‘as-
signcd to encourage ywuth of
Pennsylvania to study and Lo-
come more kiowledgeavle in
ihe areas of conservation, of
the commonwediin's chuat:c
envirommient and water
bdfety and 10 .\'\.‘LO“X“ 2 ‘Julubhu
or viganizations who guide 10
completion programy o, proj-
sects whioh improve fish habit-
.&l;, decrease pollution, enhaace
i natural beauty of water
or prev;dc increase

rUoaLng VP‘IDA tunities
ol. Z.u\, . COi-

Q

I ]
TR
] (J

> O OO
A
ol

cann be

crails

&1C0s

Afl;im‘
", 01l i C“xze..a
‘mﬁnwm‘l

W

—p -

f—-—. V\/ \./‘.l/.ul-v ' i

TRl Ao, eRerulive divsle
tor, wad Jack Stepannicy,
“werways  potrolman for

i County, preceaiod
Jiish Commenion wwaras.,
.80 dar, according 160 Meat
‘Weiler, anc of the iwa club &d-
visers — the other.is Paul Wise

Y.
JyPtis
e

‘— the siudents have buai iwo

J1é-tnch rock and log-type

.acidsc- the creck, nine long-
.rock celiectons, and one singie-
~io0g rifile dam. For the Game

.Co:.ur.‘..q.,..,“, they've | planicd
Cui- anc cut u: TOWSe.

- AL of e VOCK Was Con v

the  techaical. a'.,;omuw o

cStepansiy and- Bairy ./\.u-u,

[<

land manages in Dauphin _mc..‘
Lebanon colnties for the Garie

Commission, !

Also assisting with all of the
work were Roberé N. Youtz,
Millersburg, chairman oi the

,Strcam improvemeat Com-

mitiee ol the Dauphin County
Federation of  Sporismen’s
«~Clubs and recent winner of the
Conservationist of the; Vear
award, and Clarence Hoifman,
& '‘menioer of the icderaiion.

Co..servanm Club  oliicers
are Gerald Miller, president;
Karl Laucenslager, vice prosi-
sdent, ‘and. Jeanne Vience-
I'owsm eecruary Al are se-
'ulofs-

High School’ Principal Mark
Drumieller presided ai the
awards ceremony and_ Superin-
tendent Marlin Zimmerman in-
troduced guests. Music . was
provided by -the school band
undGer tne direciion of Danie
Shearer and the: chorus, di
rected by Sally Lisi,  +
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RN W I N N S SRR JA VIR AN B
REGION iV
1427 Peachtree St., N.E., Atlania, Georgia 30309
A
Pou--404/526-3004
Thompson=-404/526-3004

For Release 8 p.m., Saturday, May 13
ATLANTA, Ga.,--Presidental Environmental Awards were presented to 34
greater Atlanta high school students Saturday night at the close of a two

day coaference on the environment attended by more than 500 students and

o
T
£ chaunnelization and clearcutting on wildlife. STEP members were also
cited for a childrens' environmental education project.

Jack E. Ravan, Regional Administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency, called STEP "an outstanding example of the committment young people
rave made to a better environment.

"They are aware of the problems and they are acting constructively to
remedy the situation,he added.

Especially praiseworthy, Ravan said, is the childrens' education portion
of the STEP program.

Upon completion of a National Park Service course, STEP members began
serving as guides to elementary school students on weekly field trips to
Camp Timber Ridge.

Ravan also praised the sponsors of the Atlanta-originated STEP for
their decision to expand the program nationwide and internationally. STEP
is sponsored by the United States Commission for UNESCO and the National

Park Service.
Lo

The high school students receiving Merit Awards fw=ow their initiative
in the formation of STEP are:

Atlanta Public Schools: Ralph Millsap, Sarah Patterson, Anne Pulliam,
and Lauren Walker of Henry Crady High School, Sturat Cohen of Northside
High School. Cobb County Schools: Mike Collett and Dennis Hayes of South
Cobb High School, Bonnie Hopper and Marynell Gould of Wheeler High School,
Loy Barton, Jack Ferguson, and Cathy Koeingkramer of McEachern ligh School,
Donna Dotson, Susan Woodlief, Kimberly Scott, Randall Wadsworth, John
Tanner and the late Mrs. Sara Oliphant of Sprayberry High Schoo}, Penny

=more-

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



llerndon of Osborne'High School. -Marietta Independent School System: Fiona
Turnbull, Helen Tapp, Russell McNair, Neal Pylant, Bill Sutherland, John 5
Graves, Roderick lumes, and Patty Ryle of Marietta High School. Paulding '
County: June Holden, June Bennette, Sheila McClure, Dot Stephens, Pam

Matthews and Sandra Smith of Paulding High School.

Fiftcen students received special awards for individual activities of
environmental sexvice to the community.

For the project, "Study of Water Pollutants in Local River,' Presidential
Eavivonmental ILxcellence Avards were given to:

North Felton lligh School: Atlanta Public Schools, to Robert Shearer,

Sric Goldberg aand Linda Hardy. 'Water Quality of Peachtree Creeck Basin: The
Souzh Tork, the North Tork, and Nancy Creek - Update of 1968 Water Quality
Countrol Board Report."
“al* tta High School: Marietta Independent School System, to Rick
Hume uJu ussell McNair. '"'Chemical Analysis of Rottenwood Creeck in Cobb
ounty."

Northside High School: Atlanta Public Schools, to Jim Hughes and
Ravdy Spratt. "A Case Study of the Effects of an Apartment Complex on the
Chattahoochee Through Examination of Bacterial Pollution, Amount Dissolved
Oxygen, Phosphate Content, and Organic Matter." .

Northside High School: Atlanta Public Schools, to Christie Mason.

"Effects of Land and Water Use on the Flint River as presented in an Original

Film 'The River Speaks for Itself.'"

Dykes High.échool: Atlanta Public Schools, to Bob Cannon. "A Winter
Study of Life Forms and Water Quality of Nancy Creek.'

Northside High School: Atlanta Public Schools, to Tommy Jones. ''Inform-
ing the Community of the Effects of Clearcutting, Channellzatlon and Fire on
Wildlife."

Henry Grady High School: Atlanta Public Schools, to Sarah Patterson.
"A Plan of Reforestation to be Implemented at Timber Ridge."

Northside High School: Atlanta Public Schools, to Dee Hanner. ''How
Adequate is Emergency Medical Care in Densely Populated Areas of Atlanta?"

Northside High School: Atlanta Public Schools, to Tere Darnell. '"Teaching
First Graders about Ecology and Pollution."

Henry Grady High School: Atlanta Public Schools, to Annette Cook.
"Teaching Nine through Twelve Year 0ld Children About the Environment Through
Various Teaching Approaches: Invironmental Study Area, Lecture, Demonstration

and Discussion.”

=more-
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Norithside High School: Atlanta Public Schools, to Steve Berger.
"llousing Patterns in the City of Atlanta as Indicated by the 1970 Census."

=@
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14217 Peachtree St., NL.E., Atianta, Georgia 30309
Thompson-=40L/526-3004
For Release Thursday, Aﬁfil 27, 1972
« PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARD PRESENTED

Atlanta, Ga.--Nashville's Hume-Fogg Technical Vocational High
School received the Prcsidcnt'é Environmental Merit Award Thursday in
special ceremonles held at the school. ‘ ‘

Hume-Fogg was the first school in the southeast to be honored under

the new program which is sronsored by the U.S. Environmental Protection

EPA Deputy Regional Adninistrator James R. Westlake of Atlanta, on

behalf of President Nixon, mruisented certificates of meridt to 34 - = == o e
- —students -and-three adult-advicorsSsm ———m— v — 0 & e e e = e

Thersﬁudents, under the guildance of Mfs. Tish Fiﬁéh; iﬁéludea
nembers of the biology and health occupation classes and members of the
science club.

The President's Environmental Merit Awards Program was established
to recognize activities and achievements of high school students who
have committed themselves to constructive environmental service.l

The program has recently been broadened to include elementary and

Junior schools and summer camping programs.

ity

o me'ta
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TUESDAY, APRIL 18, 19:%

N THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Staff Director to Mrs. Nixon

Julie Nixon Eisenhower will present the first certificates for Environmental
Excellence at a ceremony in the Rose Garden of the White House on Wednesday,
April 19, 1972, at 10:00 a. mv
Mrs. Eisenhowér, on behalf of the President, is honoring the constructive
environmental activities of youth across the nation. The awards program, with
the theine '"Life -- Pass It On, "' was established by President Nixon in October,
1971, to recognize responsible and constructive activities of youth in improving
the quality of life and environment. '

The students' projects were selected from among numerous awards applications,
represcnting all parts of the country. The students and their faculty advisors
from four schools, representative of the nation, who will receive the certificates
are: i ' o

Miss Elizabeth Bell and Mrs. Jeffrevy Bentley of Long Beach California .

The Student Councils of five high schools in Long Beach banded together to
establish a variety of innovative programs including tree planting, recycling,
encouragement.of and teaching of ecology at elementary schools.

Mr. Fralmk J. Laux and Mr. Dan Goldstein of Fort Worth, Texas.

The Fort Worth United High School Council conducted in conjunction with a local
radio station an interschool resycling contest and used-the proceeds to plant trees
and provide an irrigation system for them.

Miss Dorothy A. Kline and Mr. William C. Lash of Lewistown, Pennsylvania.
Students at the Juniata-Mifflin School in Lewistown, developed a soil conservation
and beautification program which provided low cost tree planting for Union County.
Over 2,750 trees were planted as a result of the efforts of the students.

Miss Nancy Stockholm and Mr. John Rudzi'ns,ld, Oak Park, Illinois.

The Students at Oak Park-River Forest High School in Illinois, developed a
-wide-range program to stimulate community awareness of environmental issues
and to promotec consideration of environmental legislation.

Participating in the ceremony with Mrs. Eisenhower will be William Ruckelshaus,
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency. :

A -

Il -
U e et
- TF o=

e ,,,,.‘\.,‘.., .
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE April 19, 1972
Office of the White House Press Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

-EXECUTIVE ORDER

— s wm me mm e .

ESTABLISHING THE PRESIDENT'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE
ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL [ZRIT AWARDS PROGRAM

On October 31, 1971, I announced the establishment of
the President's Environmental Merit Awards Program. The
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency and the
Commissioner of Education sent letters to high school prin-
cipals inviting them to participate in this program by
establishing local tripartite commlttees to supervise and
direct local Environmental Merit Awards Programs . and to
make awards to individual students or groups of students
for significant environmental accomplishments by them.
These committees were to be composed of students, faculty
and interested members of the community.

Today, more than 2,500 high schools, including schools
in each of the 50 States, are actively involved in this progranm.

In view of thils encouraging response, I have concluded
that I should establish a national committee to advise me of
ways in which this program can be further expanded and enhanced
and of other ways 1in which the environmental accomplishments
of individuals and groups may be appropriately recognized.

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me
by the Constitution and laws of the United States, 1t 1s
hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. (a) There is hereby established the
President's Advisory Committee on the Environmental Merilt
Awards Program. The Committee shall be composed of a Chair-
man, to be designated by the Presldent, and such members as
the President may, f{rom time to time, appolnt.

¥
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(ea and enhanced. The Committee shall select indivicuals

or groups of individuals who deserve special recognition for .
thelr local environmental accomplishments and confer
appropriate Environmental Merit Awards upon them on behalf
of the President. The Committee shall perform such other
related functions as the Preslident may, from time to time,
specify.

~

Section 2. No member of the Committee shall receive
compensation from the United States by reason of service
as a member of the. Committee but such members may be allowed
such travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsls-
tence, as nay be authorized by law.

Section 3. The Environmental Protection Agency shall
provide, to the extent permitted by law, administrative
support for the Committee and the Environmental Merit Awards

frogram.
RICHARD NIXON
VHITE HOUSE,
April 19, 1972.
## ¥k
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROVECTION AGENCY

REGION iV
1421 Peachtree St., N.E., Atlanta, Georgia 30309

Pou--404/526-3004
Thompson--404/526-3004

Ioxr Immcediate Release
ATLANTA AREA STUDENTS WIN PRESIDENTIAL AWARD
ATLANTA, Ga., --I'orty Atlanta arca high school students will re-

ceive Presidential Environmental Merit Awards here this weekend as

ht of a two-day conference sponsored by Students Toward

e

Eaviroamental Participation (STEP). Conference sessions will be
held at Northside High School.

Jack E. Ravan, Regional Administrator of the Environmental
Proiection Agency, will present the merit awards at a banquet meeting
Saturday night. The President's Environmental Merit Award Program
is a nationwide endeavor to recognize the activities and achievements
of students who have committed themselves to constructive environmental
scrvice.

The award recipients, all charter members of the STEP program,
serve as environmental study guides for younger students touring Camp
Timbexr Ridge. STEP members take about 200 elementary school
situdents to the Camp each week,

The award winners are from nine high schools in four school systems:
Henry Grady and Northside High in the Atlanta system; Sprayberry,
McEachern, Osborne, South Cobb, and Wheeler High in the Cobb County
system; Marietta High School and Paulding High School.

More than 500 students and teachers from southeastern states are
expected to attend the Conference. It is sponsored by the Environmental
Education Project of the Atlanta Public Schools in cooperation with the
Uanited States Commission for UNESCO and the National Park Service.

- more -
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STEP is an outgrowth of the U. S. National Commission's Environ-
mental Conference held here in November and will soon be expanded
nationwide and internationally.

Conference speakers include Odom Fanning of Washington, D. C.,

a former science editor of the Atlanta Journal. Mr. I'anning, a native
of Atlanta, in recent years has specialized in environmental writing.

HhbEE

RPN
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PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

1972 - 1973 SCHEDULE

1972 - June - August SUMMER CAMPS

1972 - June - August Preparation of PEMAP for up-coming
school term

Late August Mail PEMAP information and enrollment
caxreds to 110,000 schools

October Mail 1lst bulletin to all schools that
have enrolled

NOVEMBER 1 DEADLINE FOR PROJECT ENTRY IN PEMAP

December 1 Mail 2nd bulletin
' Mail Award application forms (in duplicate)
to all participating schools for project
ending with the first school semester

1973 - JANUARY 1 DEADLINE FFOR RETURN OF APPLICATIONS FOR
AWARDS 1st SEMESTER
February Mail 3rd bulletin
April Mail 4th bulletin

Mail award application forms (in duplicate)
to all particigpating schools for school
semester ending in May - June 1973

APRIL 25 DEADLINE FOR RETURN OF APPLICATIONS FOR AWARDS
2nd SEMESTER

at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

SUMMER CAMPS

Information on PEMAP has been mailed to a major segment
of the Nation's 11,000 summer camps, and enrollments are
coming in daily.

The limited duration of the summer camps necessitates
several changes in the nature and procedure of the program.

1. Projects to be undertaken must be those
which can be completed within a short period
of time.

2. Presentation of awards must follow a different
format. When a camp enrolls, instructions for
procedure and five certificates (4 Merit, 1
Excelleuce) are mailed to the camp director.
The director is asked to form the Awards Panel
with the assistance of park superintendent,
forestry officials and others administering
camp grounds.

The Awards Panel will supervise the inscription
of recipients names on the certificates, and
will work together toward arranging a suitable
awards ceremony. ‘

Application forms for the awards for the project
will be properly completed and forwarded to
PEMAP headquarters in Washington, together with
the names of recipients for our records.

. e
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PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

PROCEDURE

In late August the 1972-73 school term mailing will go
out to 110,000 schools, including elementary, junior and
senior high schools. Enclosed will be:

Program brochure

Idecas and resource references
Poster

Enrollment card

Covering letters:

William D. Ruckelshaus, Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency

S. P. Marland, Jr.
U. S. Commissioner of Educatirn

This mailing will also be sent to all Regional Adminis-
trators and Public Affairs Directors, as will all PEMAP

mailings.

All Schools responding by enrolling will be entered in
our data bank, listed by number, name and address, (city,
State and zip code), school contact and nature of project.
This information will be immediately availeble to all
Regions from the computer terminals being installed in
Regional headquarters.

The second mailing will go only to schools that have
enrolled by October. It will be a bulletin which will
include project ideas, photographs of school projects,
guidelines, information of general interest on environmental
subjects. It will also include an interim report form from
the school to PEMAP.

Bulletins will be mailed out in October, December, February
and April, and we expect to have school reports in November,
January and March. These should provide interesting and
informative material for the bulletins. Student letters
will be solicited and we hope each Region will make a con-
tribution not to exceed one page double spaced. Suggested

, name for bulletin: LIFE...PASS IT ON.

°
L4
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Duplicate forms for award applications will be mailed
to all participating schools as follows:

December = applications for semester ending in
February
Marcn - Applications for semester ending in
May - June
Deadline for return of completed applications:
February semester - January lst
May - June semester - April 25th
Award applications are to be made in duplicate accompanied

by a list (also in duplicate) of the full names and
addresses of ail students eligible for awards.

The originals will be for our files, the duplicates will
be mailed to the Regional Administrator or his designee.

Applications for Merit and Excellence.Awards will be
evaluated at National headquarters of PEMAP. In this
process we shall hope to have close support and cooperation
from the Regicnal offices.

After a determination of the awards and their preparation -
(inscribing names of the recipients and date), the certificates
will be forwarded to the Regional Administrators for presenta-
tion to students in the Region.

The Environmental Protection Agency will provide Congress-
men and Scenators with print-outs listing the schools whose
students are receiving awards in their Districts and states,
also the names and addresses of the students.

Cooperation and counsel from Regional offices will be an
important assist to local Awards Panels in helping arrange
suitable awards ceremonies. This could include: -

Recommendations of Regional personnel to participate;
Assistance in securing well known personalities to

take part and thus focus attention ond attract preoce
coverage.

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum
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Inclusion when possible of leadership from the
EPA in Washington.

Names of all Regional Administrators and addresses of
Regional headquarters will be given in the new brochures
of PEMAP. Knowledge of Regional problems and the best
approach to their solutijons will be of invaluable
assistance to a group of young pcople embarking on a
project to improve the environment.

Regional headquarters, by providing guidance and counsel

in this area, can contribute greatly to success in this
program.

Within your Regions the states also have environmental
officials with similar expertise. Their names and addresses
will also be provided enrolling schools for assistance.

Together we can bring real dimension to the words ''Life...
Pass It On', and the work it seeks to advance.

If each Regional Adiiwistrator will designate one staff

‘member as our contaxzi- for PEMAP, time, duplication and

correspondence can be minimal. The enclosed form, when
completed, will establish our line of communication.
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Region

(number)

Headquarters Address:

Appointee for PEMAP

Telephone ( )

arca code

Signed:

Regional Administrator

e,
SRR _x
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. Dear Principal:

President Nixon's deep commitment to the restoration
and preservation of our environment has been warmly
embraced by the American people, and has won the whole-
hearted, bipartisan support of Congress.

. The crusade to protect our natural inheritance has
captured the imagination of young people particularly. To
them, and to their own children in the years ahead, it is
truly a matter of life, itself.

Since December of 1970, when the President created the
Environmental Protection Agency, we literally have been
swamped with letters from high school students who want to

"do something.™

The President initiated his Merit Awards Program in
November 1971 to give them that opportunity.

Respoase to the Program has been enthusiastic and
completion of proiects of outstanding merit by high school

students has resuited in a broadening of participation to

include junior hign school and elementary schools.

To enroll, fill out the enclosed form (Please Print or
Type), or notify us by letter by December 1, 1972. Be sure
to include the name, address, and telephone number of the
faculty member who will head the program for your school.

I look forward to a communication from you enrolling
your school in this constructive, united effort to improve
the quality of 1life.

Sincerely yours,

William D. Ruckelshaus
Administrator

Fnclosure
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
Office of Education
Washington, D.C. 20202

Bear School Principal:

The Office of Education is delighted to endorse the President's
Environmental Merit Awards Program in the nation's schools.
Administration of this program by the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is also to be warmly welcomed as an important
example of coordination in the Federal Government's effort to
preserve and protect our threatened environment.

BRs U.S. Commissioner of Education, I am especially enthusi-
asti~ about this effort because it meshes so well with our
new .avironmental Education Program which, like EPA, came
into being less than a year ago. The four essential elements
of the President's Environmental Merit Awards Program as set
forth in the manual--environmental planning, preservation,
control and restoration--are clearly consistent with the
range of activities called for by the Environmental Education
Bct of 16970. More importantly, they provide the schools with
not oniy an opportunity to imbue every subject in the school
curriculum with an environmental orientation but also to

encourage students to use their own communities as living

Taboratories., We see an excellent chance to enable students
to inftiate, organize, and carry out their own service pro-
jects. VWe have a strong vehicle to motivate constructive
student participation in their schools and communities. It
is this creative approach, instead of merely encouraging new
*add-on" courses about the environment, that is essential if
our effort is to have impact. I am therefore encouraged in
my belief that we are working together successfully toward
an objective which President Nixon has described in these
words:

“"The building of a better environment will require in
the long term a citizenry that is both deeply concerned
and fully informed. Thus, I believe that our education
system, at all levels, has a critical role to play."

Sincerely,

S. P. Marland, Jr.
U.S. Commissioner
of Education
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From: NOTw ... W. Reed, vy, speeifil Assistaur to the National Coordinato:

SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM
PEMAP

On March 10, 1972, Administrator Ruckelshaus announced that
summer camps would be eligibie to participate in the PEMAP,

The summer camping season 1s roughly from June 15 through
August 15. This may vary, with bi-weckly periods, or to one
month sessions, or other combinations.

There are approximately 11,000 summer camps in the United
States, with attendance approximating 11,000,000 children of
all ages. The average camp 1s estimated to have approximately
150 campers.

Because of the proximity to nature of the average camp, things
environmental are a natural outlet for camper energy. For
this reason, it is estimated by the camping people that for
each 150 child camp, approximately 40 will be eligible for

a PEMAP award,

In the overall plan for camp contact, Phase I will consist of
preliminary media and camp house organ coverage. This has
been accomplished already by the American Camping Association
in a joint press release with EPA April 5, 1972. A similar
release 1s planned by the Associlation of Private Camps, a
sister, though rival, of the American Camping Association.

Direct malling will be made to the Camp Directors of the above
two associations. The Youth Conservation Corp. Camp Directors
are also being contacted. These groups are furnishing malling
lists for our use.

Direct contact will also be made with state environmental
education offices, and each state recreation department will be
directly contacted to obtain mailing lists of any camps they
have under their jurisdiction.

The Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, etc., will contact
thelr constituenciles directly through their national headquarters.

N i’
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Phase II will be the activities and awards phase, and should end
between August 15th and September 1lst.

It is planned to have the camps submit thelr applications as soon
as they possibly can owing to the short summer time base. Appli-
cation forms will be mailed to them when their letter of intent
to joln the program is received. Projects, will, by necessity, be
of short duration, so we will stand ready to get the awards
certificates to them as soon as the awards applications are re-
celved. We must make every effort to see that the certificates
are on hand for presentation to the child at camp. It has been
suggested by the camping people, and I would favor sending a
supply of award certificates at the same time the applications
are mailed, so there will be less chance of a disappointed

chi’ ",

It is hoped that appropriate arm patches will accompany the
camper awvards.

Since the PEMAP school program had a White House ceremony in the
Rose Garden, I strongly recommend that a similar ceremony be

held at the conclusion of the camping season. We could send
special criteria to the camps for use in determining these
recipients such "special criteria" always are difficult to
formulate, however. 1In this connection, 1t might be possible

to have regional presentations 1n areas where summer camps are

in largest concentration, and have the White House Rose

Garden recipilents chosen from the regional award winners. It

is at tlie regional and Rose Garden level that the President's
Advisory Committee on the Environmental Merit ‘Awards Program, under
Miss Mary Belle Bloch, Chairman, could devise the '"super' criteria
and handle the regional and national ceremonies. !
The direct involvement of the President's Advisory Committee
would effectuate thelr mandate in the executive order that: ’
"The committee shall also select individuals or groups who
deserve specilal recognition for accomplishments in the environ-
mental area and confer appropriate environmental merit awards
on behalf of the President.
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DISTRIDUTION OF WDR LETTER TO FOLLOWING CRGANIZATIONS:

General Federation of Women's Clubs

American Association of University Women
Federation of Business & Professional Women's Clubs
Conmon Cause

Democratic National Committee

Republican Watlonal Committee

Women's Equity Action League

Nationgl Organization for Women

Amexican Home Dcoromics Asseciation

|dentia| Library and Museum
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As Administrator of the Eavironmental Pirotection Agancey,
I am deeply aware that a vital part of cur micsion is the
education of Americans for active involvement in cfforts to
clean up our enviwonment. It is particularly important that
today's ycﬁng people share widely in the development of a new
ethic leading toward envivommental vresbhoration and a more
humane quality of life.

As a step to channel the strengths, imagination, and

energy of cur youth into increasingly cffectlive activities

in behalf of this goal, President Kixea last October announced

the President’s Cnvivonmental Merit Awards Program, and assigned

j

the HiAzto zun it. 'After only seven mounths of operation the
program has more ;ﬂan 2900 high sch:ol° earolled. TForty-£ive
hundred awards,oéfMerit gnd Excellence have been granted, and
the program is so successiul t w2t it has been expanded to

include junior high sizhools, elemcntary schools and sumacr

Mailings to-over 110,000 schools will go out in late

/
B \
L] Ay

Wgust, and we expect a ch“ntwn jump in the number envolling

in September. /
/

The interest of youth in this wdern challenge to

oany ¥

s

eivilization {5 alrcady weailfeat. Ie w111 b2 encowmnned

;,u. Ao uL&uuL.’/ i hd d da s e e e i
I
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strengthened 1f it has active support &f the comrunity.
This 1s where civic groups can join in giving young people
a sense of mission aud belonging.
Enclosed is a fact shect with detailed Information. We

invite you to participate by encouraging the schools in your

cormmunity to enroll and by maintalning a continuing interest.

-1

The Program's theme "Life...Pags it On'' sums up the

A\

crucial importance of the work we can advance togetherw.
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Date:

Reply to

Atln of:
Subject:

To:

/
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20460

May 18, 1972
Gladys O'Donnell, Coordinator

Tentative Budget President's Environmental Merit
Awards Program

Thomas Hart

.

PEMAP is a nation-wide program to give recognition
to all students whiose interest in environment has
resulted in active participation in programs to
improve the quality of life.

Schools covered by the program include:

Elementary

Junior High Schools
Senior High Schools
Summer Camp Programs

The goal of the program is to encourage youth to
assume responsibility in the problems of modern
society, to become informed of their complexity and
to develop initiative toward finding solutions; to
build character and citizeaship.
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PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL MERIT AWARDS PROGRAM

TENTATIVE BUDGET

Personnel: Director

National Coordinator

Deputy

Camp Programs Coordinator

Consultants
Secretaries:

Executive
Data Processing
Preparation of materials

Travel Expense

Speakers, staff and
Advisory Committee to
present awards

Printing - brochures -

bulletins, posters

Radio - TV spots
General promotion

Stationery & Office Supplies

Film for schools - Videotape

Equipment rental -
data processing

Mailing Lists (Original mailing)

107,000 schools
(3 Interim mailings:
January, March, May

Summer Camp Program

Mailing $5,000.00
Travel 7,500.00
Insignias 5,000.00

$ 70,000.00

75,000.00

60,000.00

8,000.00

35,000.00

3,000.00
10,000.00

6,000.00

17,500.00
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

June 21, 1972
OFFICE OF THE
ADMINISTRATOR

As Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency,
I am deeply aware that a vital part of our mission is the
education of Americans for active involvement in efforts to
clean up our environment. It is particularly important that
today's young people share widely in the development of a new
ethic leading toward environmental restoration and a more
humane quality of life.

As a step to channel the manifest strengths, imagination,
and energy of our youth into increasingly effective activities
in behalf of this goal, President Nixon last October announced
the President's Environmental Merit Awards Program, and assigned
the EPA to run it. After only seven months of operation, the
program has more than 2600 high schools enrolled and has been
so successful that it has now been expanded to junior high
and elementary schools.

On April 19, during Earth Week '72, Mrs. Julie Nixon
Eisenhower presented the first certificates honoring work of
environmental excellence to students from four schools repre-
senting all areas of the Nation. I think the program's theme,
"Life...Pass It On," sums up in a few words the crucial importance
of the work it seeks to advance.

Because of your interest in youth and the environment, I
am enclosing materials regarding the President's program, as
well as some recent press releases on a variety of important
issues.

I would be interested in your comments on these activities
in the Environmental Protection Agency. The EPA has operated
since its establishment in 1970 on the premise that response to
comment and criticism by citizens is the best way to develop and
maintain a sound public policy; please do not hesitate to
communicate with me about your environmental concerns.

Sincerely yours,

Hellwa 3 2 L.

William D. Ruckelshaus
Administrator
Enclosures
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\ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 13, 1972

MEMO FOR HOWARD COHEN 7/0
FROM: Dick Fa{{Lanks %

I have forwarded Bud EWf{ns' recommendations for

PEMAP cahdidates to Jim Barnes at EPA.

7 X //
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 13, 1972

Dear Editor:

The week of April 17-23 has been proclaimed
by President Nixon as National Earth Week.

In an effort to involve as many Americans as
possible in a ""conscious and sustained effort'' to protect
this earth we all share, the President has written to all
the Governors to seek their support and to bring atten-
tion to his Environmental Awards Program.

I have enclosed a copy of the President's
letter and a copy of the Proclamation for your information

and use.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

n W. Clawson
Deputy Didector of Communications

e
Jo b T
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE April 12,1972

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

TEXT OF A LETTER FROM
PRESIDENT NIXON TO ALL THE GOVERNORS

April 12, 1972
Dear Governor:

Recently I proclaimed the week of April 17-23 as national "Earth Week," and I would
like to ask your assistance in making that period an occasion for all citizens to work
together on improving and restoring our environment. Surely there could be few issues

of greater moment to America.

As I observed in that proclamation, "The environmental awakening marks a new maturity

in our attitudes toward the relationship of man to his surroundings... We have made a
beginning in this new era of environmental enlightenment. But it is only a beginning.
Every American and every citizen of the world must make a conscious and sustained

effort if we are to succeed in protecting this earth which we all share."

At the Federal level, we have made a strong and irreversible commitment to this cause,
setting up new agencies within the government, greatly increasing our financial support,

and asking for a very large package of new laws, as set forth most recently in my message

to Congress of February 8, 1972. I am most anxious that we now secure passage of
these 24 pieces of legislation, for we must have the proper tools if we are to succeed
in this task.

As you are aware, there is also a special need to enlist our young people in this effort.
Their invoivement will not only serve to renew our environment but should also be an
important step in developing an informed and concerned citizenry. ‘Last October I
established the Environmental Merit Awards Program so that secondary school children
could fulfill their deeply felt commitments; already, more than 2,500 high schools
representing all 5O States have registered in this program.

During this coming Earth Week, I hope you wiil impress upon the citizens of your State
how important it is that they seek a better understanding of environmental needs and
opportunities on a continuing basis. Certainly we will achieve the quality of life that
we want only if we make each and every day a part of Earth Week.

With best personal regards,

Sincerely,

RICHARD NIXON

Reproduced at the Rich#d Nix8n BreZdehtial Library and Museum
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5 Earth Week, 1972 :
: By the President of the United States of America Eg;

30D T

z
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o A Proclamation s
B G
EJ For the Nation and for the world, there are few issues of greater E:
Eﬁ! moment than the quality of our environment. As civilizations have i
g" evolved, man has increasingly altered his world to accommodate his needs. E:
B Today, our immense technological expansion affects the earth more than %
‘Eéi at any earlier time. ;.
)
”‘: The air, water, and natural resources of the earth are not inexhaustible, ;:
gﬁ yet we continue to make major and often contradictory demands on :g
By these resources. If man is to preserve the natural heritage upon which :E
: his survival and the quality of his life depend, he must make resolute E;
“»@; choices and fix uncompromising priorities. :%
é The environmental awakening of recent years marks a new maturity >é
ol in our attitudes toward the relationship of man to his surroundings. K
B We have made a beginning, but it is only a beginning. Every American— Eg
B and indeed, every citizen of the world—must endeavor by earnest and :,;
‘E‘. sustained effort to nurture this earth which we all share. E;;
: %
%‘ NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the :
& United States of America, do hereby designate the period of April 17 e
b through April 23, 1972, as Earth Week. :
‘E’: I call upon appropriate officials of the Federal Government and of E%
" State and local governments to encourage an understanding of the E
I3 purposes of Earth Week, to observe the week through appropriate cere- :g
'gﬂ monies, and to give special attention to the educating of our citizens in e
B the preservation and enrichment of our natural environment. E‘
Wi @
B IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this Ec
|§) twenty-fourth day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred K
| seventy-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America @i
'E? the one hundred ninety-sixth. E;
; :
B (d
5 :
:
- :
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
2, proteS WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

April 14, 1972

Dear Program Director:

The Environmental Protection Agency is very
enthusiastic about the concept and continuing
interest in Earth Week.

Music sometimes carries a message on stronger
wings than speech or writing.

We thought you might be interested in this
song which is a contribution to the ecology
movement.

We hope you will find it suitable for the
occasion and possibgg‘enduring beyond the April
Earth Week celebrations.

Sincerely,

T h § eimTz

Thomas N. Schroth
Assistant Director for Communications
Office of Public Affairs

.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 19, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR HOWARD COHEN

When you return, I presume you will begin
initiating a relatively extensixe_msxc%i:a..ﬁgllom.-.up_
plan for the President!s Favironmenial NMerit
Award Prosraynr, Colson thinks pictures of

this event should be distributed to all youth

organizations, campuses, etc. conservation
groups; articles should be written on the
subject and distributed for these national and
regional youth publications and overall, make
sure that we get the widest possible distribution
and coverage of this event,

g‘bﬂwn?

W. Richard Howard

Jo- Yor rantw
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THE WHITE HCUSE

WASHINGTON

April 12, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: RICHARD HOWARD
SUBJECT: President's Environmental Merit Award Program

I spoke with James Barnes in the office of the EPA Administrator
and he is preparing a report which will answer all of the
questions you have given me, and some that I have made up

on my own. He will inform me on Wednesday, about 3 o'clock,
as to when we can expect the report. Ihave told him that
Thursday is the deadline we should be shooting for.

They have a problem in putting together the program for Wednesday,
the 19th, and if we ask them to do the report, we will be taking

away manpower necessary to complete that program.

I will keep you informed of further developments.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE APRIL 19, 1972

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS OF WILLIAM D. RUCKELSHAUS,
ADMINISTRATOR, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
AND
JULIE NIXON EISENHOWER
AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE FIRST CERTIFICATES
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EXCELLENCE

THE ROSE GARDEN

AT 10:01 A.M. EST.

MR. RUCKELSHAUS: Good morning. I am Bill Ruckelshaus,
the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, and
we are very pleased today to announce the first awards under
the President's Environmental Merits Award Program.

I think it is particularly fitting that these
awards would be presented here in this beautiful setting here
in the Rose Garden.

As all of you know, just two years ago this week,
the first Earth Week was inaugurated in this country, and

this year the President has announced this week as National
Earth Week.

Recoognizing the tremendous interest that young
people of this country have had in environmental
improvement, the President last October, announced the
President's Environmental Merit Awards Program. In that
program, students all over the country have been participating
and trying to develop projects that would merit the kind of
award that these students are being presented today.

The program itself has been enormously successful.
We now have some 2,600 high schools all over the country
participating.

The awards today will be given to students from
across the country, from Pennsylvania, from Illinois, Texas
and California. And this really is just the first wave of
participation in award-giving of these students, and we expect
in the months and years to come that there will be many more
just like it.

I think that we are particularly honored to have
the President's daughter today to participate and give these
first awards. She herself has shown a good deal of interest

and enthusiasm, as has youth all over this country, in the
environment.

Just a few months ago, we were in North Carolina
dedicating one of the National Environmental Research Centers,
and Julie Eisenhower participated in that.

MORE
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Without any further ado, I would like to introduce
Julie Eisenhower, who will present the awards.

MRS. EISENHOWER: I think that it is fair to say
that in many cases youth leads the way in our nation today,
and I think particularly in the field of the environment that
youth has led the way and set the tone for the entire nation.

The Nixon Administration is committed to a program
of earth renewal, and I believe we see its commitrient in
the great success and vigorous activity of the Environmental

Protection Agency and Bill Ruckelshaus, who is here with us
this morning.

My father wants to enlist the efforts of all
Americans in the field of the environment and one way that
he thought he could recognize the efforts of young Americans
and encourage their efforts was through the Presidential
Environmental Awards Program.

I have two exciting announcements today. The
program has been so successful that it is now being extended
to junior high and elementary schools. I think that is very
fine and I am glad that the response has been so good.

Then the second announcements is that there is
now an Advisory Committee of Concerned Citizens, who will be
helping my father to present the awards and to encourage
participation through the nation.

I would like now to present the awards individually
to our representatives from the East, North, South and West of
the Nation.

First, from Oak Park, Illinois, Nancy Stockholm and
John Rudzinski, and their Excellence award was for environmental
education. And we have to give credit to the school, which is
Oak Park-River Forest High School.

Then, from Fort Worth, Texas, Frank Laux and “Red"”
Goldstein, an Excellence award for their successful paper
collection and recycling project.

And from Lewistown, Pennsylvania, Dorothy Kline
and William Lash. Congratulations for your country-wide, low-
cost tree planting project. 20,000 trees, that is terrific.

And last, from Long Beach, California, Elizabeth
Bell and Jeffrey Bentley. Congratulations for tree planting
and environmental education, and also a recycling project.
This projéct involved five Long Beach schools and they saved
19,000 trees. That is wonderful.

The motto of the Environmental Merit Awards program
is "Life -- Pass It On," and I just want to add that I am
personally very honored to be able to present these awards,
because you all are really passing on life, and you are living
up to the motto.

Congratulations.

END (AT 10:09 A.M. EST.)
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April 12, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: RICHARD HOWARD
SUBJECT: President's Enviroamental Merit Award Program

I spoke with James Burnes in the office of the EPA Administrator
and he is preparing a report which will answer all of the
questions you have given me, and serne that I have made up

on my own. He will inform me on Wednesday, a2bout 3 o'clock,
as to when we can expect the report. I have told him that
Thuraday is the deadline we should be shooting for,

They have a problem in putting together the program for Wednesday,
the 19th, and if we adk them to do the report, we will be taking
Away manpower necessary to complete that program.

I will keep you informed of further developmentt.

Howard 2., Cohen

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum
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”l’“ ‘n 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: DICK FAIRBANKS

1 forward the attached memorandam to you for sppropricte
action, I have told Bad that you will forward the semes to

the proper EFA parties.

Howard 2. Cohen

ee: l.J. Evans, Jr.
Doug Hallett

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



April 10, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: L.J, EVANS, JR.

I have ssat the attached memorandum to Dick Fairbanks
of the Domestic Couneil. He, 28 you know, werks in the
area of the enviranment.

The PEMAP certificates, I think, are handled at the local
level by designated high school officials, I have asked
Dick Fairbasks to forward your request and the students

aamaes in your memorandum to the apprepriate people at
EP2.

Howard A. Cohen

C A () Q\V\MQ\\W\ e
ct - Gorg
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
April 10, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: L.J. EVANS, JR.

I have sent the attached memorandum to Dick Fairbanks
of the Domestic Council. He, as you know, works in the
area of the environment.

The PEMAP certificates, I think, are handled at the local
level by designated high school officials. I have asked
Dick Fairbanks to forward your request and the students
names in your memorandum to the appropriate people at

o —
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 6, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: DICK FAIRBANKS

I forward the attached memorandum to you for appropriate
action. I have told Bud that you will forward the names to
the proper EPA parties.

Howar

cc: L.J. Evans, Jr.
Doug Hallett

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 5, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: DOUG HALLETT
HOWARD COHEN/"

SUBJECT: President's Environmental Program

Two high school seniors at Fauquier High School in Warrenton,
Virginia, whom I personally know, would be very appropriate candidates
for the Environmental Awards Certificate from the President. These
two students organized a club to increase the awareness of environmental
problems in the area, and have sponsored, over the last two years,
poster contests throughout the county, which have increased student
involvement and environmental protection projects. They also organized
contests for younger students who would write anti-pollution songs and
developed a program where seniors from high schod went into the lower
grades for hour discussions on the environment, to increase the younger
students' awareness of the problems affecting the environment.

I think it would be worthwhile forwarding their names to whoever
is compiling the list of students who should receive the Environmental
Award. Their names are : '

David Mutchler
Montedaro Farm
Warrenton, Virginia

&Undy Baker
Warrenton, Virginia 22186

Thanks.

Q
\o O~

L.J. Evans, Jr.
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE April 12,1972

Office of the White House Press Secretary

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE WHITE HOUSE

TEXT OF A LETTER FROM
PRESIDENT NIXON TO ALL THE GOVERNORS

April 12, 1972

Dear Govemor:

Recently I proclaimed the week of April 17-23 as national "Earth Week," and I would
like to ask your assistance in making that period an occasion for all citizens to work

together on improving and restoring our environment. Surely there could be few issues
of greater moment to America.

As I observed in that proclamation, "The environmental awakening marks a new maturity

in our attitudes toward the relationship of man to his surroundings... We have made a
beginning in this new era of environmental enlightenment. But it is only a beginning.
Every American and every citizen of the world must make a conscious and sustained
effort if we are to succeed in protecting this earth which we all share."

At the Federal level, we have made a strong and irreversible commitment to this cause,
setting up new agencies within the government, greatly increasing our financial support,

and asking for a very large package of new laws, as set forth most recently in my message

to Congress of February 8, 1972. I am most anxious that we now secure passage of

these 24 pieces of legislation, for we must have the proper tools if we are to succeed
in this task.

As you are aware, there is also a special need to enlist our young people in this effort.
Their involvement will not only serve to renew our environment but should also be an
important step in developing an informed and concerned citizenry. ‘Last October I
established the Environmental Merit Awards Program so that secondary school children
could fulfill their deeply felt commitments; already, more than 2,500 high schools
representing all 50 States have registered in this program. °

During this coming Earth Week, I hope you wiil impress upon the citizens of your State
how important it is that they seek a better understanding of environmental needs and
opportunities on a continuing basis. Certainly we will achieve the quality of life that
we want only if we make each and every day a part of Earth Week.

With best personal regards,

Sincerely,

RICHARD NIXON

® % % Xk & X

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



PRECTRYATION COPY

v L.-.‘.f- 3 ¥

Clne President off the Wited States

Presents This

Award of Excelletce

“To

for omtsz‘mnﬁlmg achievement in

environmental proéecﬁon Services.

The White House
Washi W’ D.C
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 26, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR HOWARD COHEN

We are still waiting for your report on the
Environmental Awards program. This is
something that both Colson and I have asked
you for nearly 100 times and have since re-
ceived no reply. We keep getting rumors
from people like Gergen that out of the whole
program we've only gotten 100 interested
replies and if the reason you are not reporting
this program to us is because it's been such
a failure, let's cancel that out as a reason
and get the truth into us so we know what to
do now. Consider this HIGH PRIORITY and
get it down here no later than Wednesday.

v
W. Richard Howard

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



Jase AN

July 11, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: CHARLES W, COLSON
FROM: HOWARD A. COHEN
SUBJECT: Status of President's Tavironmental

Merit Awards Program (PEMAP)

RY:

-« The President's Environmental Merit Awards Program was created
by Executive Order on October 25, 1971.

-~ Inforinational brochures were mailed to 25, 000 high echools in
November concerning the program. Of these 25,000, 2, 800 responses
were received.

-~ The first bulletin from the Eavironmental Protection Agency was
transmitted to enrolled high schools early in January, 1972,

«- Responding to the obvious lack of participation, William D. Ruckelshaus
expanded PEMAP to include summar camps as of March 10, 1972,

~« The first Merit Awards were presented at 2 White House ceremaony

by Ms, Julie Nixon Eisenhower on April 19, 1972, (remarks attached).

At that time, It was aanounced that the program was agailn expanding to
include not only high schools and summer camps, but also junior highs

and elementary schools (Tab A). The President also established a 13
mamber Advisory Committes on the Environmental Merit Awards Program
on April 19, 1972, (Tadb B).

«= On April 26, your office coordinated a mailing with EPA (Tab I),
which, if accomplished in a timely fashion, might have stimulated
awareness of both PEMAP and also this Administration's environmental
actions. The mailing was not sent until June 21. The materials were
dirvected to Z, 700 schoola, 1,942 campus press, and 605 campus radio
stations, but were 8 weeks later than the PEMAP ceremony.

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum
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-~ In May and June, 1972, 4,600 awards of merit and excellience were
presented to students and schoold. Total enrollment last semester was
2,900 high schools (Tab C). To date, 355 summer camps have enrolled.

PROBLEM:

The media coverage of PEMAP since its conception in October has been
relatively sparse (Tab D). Poor media mansgement and planning are
possible reasons why visibility of this worthy program was minimal,

SUGGESTED REMEDIES:

Reportedly, 115,000 high, junior high, and elementary schools will be
surclled in 1973 $a addition to 11, 000 sumrner campa. To adeguately
plan awards ceremonies, media coverage and managing staff, the
PEMAP has prepared a timetable (Tab E) for both summer camp activi-
ties {Tab F) ami next years school program (Tab G). Requested, of
course, is an increased budget and more staff (Tab H).

Initially, President Nixon's signature did not appear on the PEMAP
awards, To direct attention to the President's personal involvement
with this program, the awards are now personally signed by the President.

Public awareness of environmental action could be stimulated by the
presentation of a certificate and picture of RN to each school which
participates in PEMAP, These suitable-for-framing certificates would
remind the pupils, teachers, and parents of the President's involvement
with the environmental cause.

Because PEMAP received dittle press coverage, few of the target
participants are aware of the expansion of the Merit Awards Frogram.,
Prior to the opening of school, possibly in the latter part of August, a
press release should remind the public of our statistical sccomplishments,
the program's expansion, and the President's legislative initiatives.

Public visibility of the President's concern for the environment is a vital
part of the public's perception of the President, particularly among young
people and relatively affluent suburbanites, PEMAP, if effectively and
efficiently operated, could and should help provide that visibility.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 19, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR HOWARD COHEN

When you return, I presume you will begin
initiating a relatively extensive media follow-up
plan for the President's Environmental Merit
Award Program. Colson thinks pictures of
this event should be distributed to all youth
organizations, campuses, etc. conservation
groups; articles should be written on the
subject and distributed for these national and
regional youth publications and overall, make
sure that we get the widest possible distribution
and coverage of this event,

i
W. Richard Howard

P

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



4\\%
N=ONE

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 12, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: RICHARD HOWARD
SUBJECT: President's Environmental Merit Award Program

I spoke with James Barnes in the office of the EPA Administrator
and he is preparing a report which will answer all of the
questions you have given me, and some that I have made up

on my own. He will inform me on Wednesday, about 3 o'clock,
as to when we can expect the report. I have told him that
Thursday is the deadline we should be shooting for.

They have a problem in putting together the program for Wednesday,
the 19th, and if we ask them to do the report, we will be taking

away manpower necessary to complete that program.

I will keep you informed of further developments.

Howa h
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NIXON PRESIDENTIAL MATERIALS PROJECT AUDIOVISUAL COLLECTION WITHDRAWAL RECORD

ARCHIVIST
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ORIGINAL ITEM LOCATION

CSEIsTILL PHOTOGRAPH (] vipEo Recoroing |F ILE GROUP
\
Pouxoad Colnesn
ITEM DESCRIPTION SUBGROUP CONTAINER NUMBER
s e Youthn 4
B sy Whahe  [5ERIES |

FOLDER TITLE

PEMAPL [ Presidents Thvianment<J Mord Award< P LN @

SUPPLEMENTAL DATA ~ PROVIDE WHATEVER INFORMATION IS KNOWN ABOUT THE ITEM

TITLE/EVENT

PARTICIPANTS (INOICATE PERSONS FROM LEFT TO RIGHT)

PEMA P & Reciprorts withIdie Zisenhower

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF EVENT i

Y0=se (GCordo~ WH*}Q Houso

DATE OF EVENT

OTHER IDENTIFYING MARKS ON ITEM

CLASSIFICATION (CIRCLE ONE)

@c S TS SCI OTHER

PRESERVATION(j)iL{l

FILING INSTRUCTIONS: In the initial place within the file folder from whence item was removed, place original Audfovisual Withdrawal Record
and an electrostatic copy of the removed item. An electrostatic copy of the Withdrawal Record and the original photograph should then be
fnserted 1nto an appropriate size pH 8.5 envelope. Label the envelope in upper left-hand corner with both the control number and the item
number, as for exanple: (PA 78-2-3/1), and then turn the envelope over to the audiovisual staff for further processing or archival storage.
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NLN Form 350 (rev. 3-86)
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June 8,1972

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVE GERGEN

FROM: Richard M. Fairbanks

Attached is a draft Presidential letter to the 158 high
schools who have thus far requested award certificates
wnder the President's Environmental Merit Awards
Program. 1 would suggest in working on the draft

that you make more explicit reference to the leader-
ship exhibited by these particular schools in pushing
both the program and youth activism in the eavireament.
For your information, the Colson operation is planning
to generate Presgidential plaques for these schools in the
late summer to be displayed in the fall.

With the school term drawing to a close, I concur with

the EPA suggestion that we try to have this in the mail
by the first of next waek.

Attachmenis

L eci Howard Cohen
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 23, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: CHUCK COLSON

FROM: JAMIE McLANE

SUBJECT: President's Environmental Merit Awards
Program

Attached for your information are the awards to be presented for the
President's Environmental Merit Awards Program. The first awards
will be presented in March.

I turned this effort over to Dick Fairbanks, in John Whitaker's office,
if you have any further questions.
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Clne Presidlent off the Wnited States

Presents This

Certificate of Merit

for service to the cmnmunity and. the nation

fkrouﬁh environmentnl pratwﬁm achievement,

The White House
%sﬁiryfon, DC

%
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