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11/14/72 Blake/Schaefer Superport study
11/13/72 Blake/Schaefer ’ " ) "
" 10/18/72 Burger/Waldman PCB's in-issue and answer notebook
8/23/72 ¢ David/Ehrlichman OMB req.for comments on proposed
838 Undated Fairbanks/Goldmuntz Page proof of CEQ annual report’
735 7/7/72 Goldmuntz/Dodge Reply to ltr for info from RECAT Cttee
731 7/5/72 Goldmuntz/Fairbanks Auto exhaust standards - Wargo article
684 h 6/22/72 Balzhiser/Fairbanks Views on trans-Alaska pipeline situation
6/20/72 David/Ehrlichman Air bag standards
5/18/72 Goldmuntz/Fairbanks Lear Rankine Proposal : .
5/3/72 Goldmuntz/Clapp EPA issue paper on costs to clean air
268 3/13/72 Flanigan/Reed Re solid waste disposal systems
0079 1/31/71 Dean/David Case: Nader v. Volpe
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SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

February 25,,1472° ARIAT

Mr. Peter Flanagan
The White House
Washington D. C.

Dear Mr. Flanagan:

This memorandum on solid waste disposal systems 1s being sent at
your request in summary of our telephone conversation on February 23.
This conversation was initiated at Mr. Borch's request following your
previous conversation with him on this subject.

As I understand the problem, you are requesting advice relative
to the advisability of the Government financing a waste disposal complex
or system involving the incineration of garbage (and presumably other
solid waste) with the concurrent production of electricity and steam.
Since two such systems are already in operation in Munich, Germany, the
question is why such systems should not be financed by industry in the
United States and what justification, if any, would exist for Govermment
financing of such systems.

The importance of an over-all systems approach to the disposal of
solid waste at minimum cost with maximum public benefit is an urgent but
very complex problem., Each of the two Munich plants incinerates approxi-
mately 1,000 tons of refuse per day, and each plant requires supplementary
fuel to complete the incineration, one coal and the other gas. From the
combination of refuse, plus supplementary fuel, the coal fired incinerator
produces 100,000 kilowatts of electricity and the gas fired 250,000 kilo-
watts plus heating steam amounting to 500 million BTUs per hour. While
these two plants are providing important experience, they do not alone
provide conclusive evidence that we should immediately proceed with such
an approach in the United States, where the economics involved may be
quite different. Furthermore, taking the over-all systems approach to
the solid waste disposal problem, additional alternates are available
and should receive serious consideration.

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library



Mr. Peter Flanagan -2- February 25, 1972

A number of studies with which we are familiar indicate that much
larger systems need to be considered in the United States for optimum over-
all economics. There is some indication that such a waste disposal complex
at minimum size should be designed to serve a region of one million people
disposing of approximately 4,000 tons per day of waste. The options to be
considered in the design of such a complete system would include the alter-
nates of recovering certain materials for re-cycling back into industry,
such as fibrous materials, glass, etc., in addition to the possible produc-
tion of energy in the form of electricity and steam. The design and opera-
tion of such a regional disposal/reclamation system or facility depends very
much upon the characteristics of the region and the logistics of collecting
the waste input. There is certainly no guarantee that any such system would
be economically self-sufficient, although it 1s possible that by-products in
the form of re-cycled materials and energy produced as electricity and/or
steam might lower over-all operating costs.

We feel that what 1s needed is:

1. Feasibility studies covering the design and operation of a re-
gional disposal/reclamation facility suitable for a region of one million
people (treating approximately 4,000 tons per day of solid waste, followed

by

2, The award of possibly two contracts to design and build two
different types of facilities to specifications produced by the feasibility
studies. These facilities would presumably point the optimum way to addi-
tional future complexes or systems.

As far as we can see, the economics of such waste disposal systems
are so uncertain at present that it would be quite unlikely for private
industry to build such a complex or system financed with private funds and
based only on presently available information and present state of the art

We think there is an excellent opportunity for the Government to
expedite solution of this urgent national solid waste disposal problem by
moving more expeditiously under the Waste Recovery Act of 1970. Planning
Section 207 of this Act provides that the Government will pay up to 757
of the costs of feasibility planning studies for such waste disposal sys-
tems. Section 208 provides that the Government will pay 757% of the costs
for demonstration plants.

The problem is sufficiently urgent that there are a number of re-
gions in the country which should be willing to take advantage of the Gov-
ernment cost-sharing provisions mentioned above, and the Government can
perform a real service by pushing harder for the early initiation of broad-
scale study projects and feasibility proposals, followed by demonstration
plants. :
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EPA/OA
Nancy Maloley
755-2603
B-3/-72
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Issue:
The RECAT Report says the costs of cleaning up the
air--particularly as it relates to safety devices and
pollution control devices on automobiles--outweigh the
health benefits.
Answer:

This report was merely an examination of the effects
of reducing automobile emissions--carbon monoxide,
nitrogen oxides and hydrocarbons--as mandated by
amendments to the clean air act of 1970. That act
calls for reducing emissions by 90 per cent by 1976.
EPA intends to administer and enforce those standards
and have put the automobile manufacturers on notice to

. produce an automobile that will do just that. The
report will have no effect on EPA and the administration
is not thinking of amending the act. We do not agree
with several of the conclusions in the RECAT Report
because we feel there is no way to place a dollar value
on the effect of cleaner air.

Opponents Arguments:

The Federal Government should relax its restrictions on
automobile exhaust emissions because to carry them out

would increase the cost of an automobile by as much as

$755 and still will not attain the desired air quality

standards.
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LEAR MOTORS CORPORATION

-

May 5, 1972

Honorable John C. Whitaker
Deputy Assistant to the President
White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Whitaker:

Over the last four years Lear Motors Corporation has been
engaged in the development of the low emission engine for auto-
motive use with the purpose of alleviating air pollution. For
the last 90 days we have been testing a vapor turbine steam
system in a 50 passenger bus and the results has exceeded our
expectations.

Since we have proven the feasibility of the system, we have
sent a proposal to The Environmental Protection Agency for the
development and testing of such a system in a standard automobile.

Knowing your deep interest in the problem of the environment
I am enclosing a copy of the proposal. Your recommendations and
suggestions would be deeply appreciated. I will be happy to
explain the program at your convenience.

Thank you.
Sincerely, Q
el
William P. Lear |
WPL . 1c

Enclosure . j A A u A. M
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Mr. Volpe spoke before Los Angeles Town Hall, following a luncheon
on June 5, 1972, During the questioning period there was a question on
air bags, the gist of which is covered in the following:

Q. Would you please comment on the automobile safety program, and
in particular, on the recent failure of air bags.

A, The questioner is probably referring to the recent test which /
involved crashing a car at 50 mph into a fixed barrier. During this test .
the air bag failed to be deployed. I do not find this particularly disturbing )(/

because there is ample time between now and 1975, when the air bag
standard becomes effective, to work out the engineering bugs.

Although this test is often cited as a failure, in many respects it
was a success because the car was not significantly damaged. The
bumper system protected the car from all but a few small dents. I was
able to go over and lift the hood without any difficulty. Even the headlights
were not broken,

It is important to recall that this was a test at 50 mph against a
fixed barrier which is equivalent to two cars striking each other at 100 mph.

Prior to this test there had been many tests in which air bags had
worked completely satisfactorily. Perhaps a measure of the degree of
confidence which can be placed in them is indicated by the fact that we
have never had a volunteer who was willing to test seat belts at a crash
speed of greater than 16 mph whereas we have had volunteers willing to
test air bags up to 32 mph.

(Mr. Volpe then discussed the problem of drunken drivers to some
extent, including the description of a personal experience he had with a
drunken driver moving the wrong way on a freeway, and so drunk that he
fell out of his car when the door was opened.

(Mr. Volpe then summarized by quoting the annual traffic death

toll and stating that he hoped that the effect of all of the safety programs
under way would reduce this toll by more than a factor of two.)
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

» January 14, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: DR. EDWARD DAVID .

FROM: ‘. GEORGE CRAWFORD'79_Q

Dr. Goldmuntz made the suggestion at your RECAT
briefing that the government establish a capability
for making: similar cost benefit analyses of regulatory
proposals. Mr. Pagnotta indicated that this could be
done without additional legislation, although it will
cost some money. Ihave discussed this idea with
Peter Flanigan, and he agrees that it is a very
interesting one. If you have any background material
‘'on the proposal, and how it could be carried out, I
would like to see that and then to meet with you to see
how we can formulate a program to carry this out,

If possible, we are interested in moving on this quite
promptly. '

cc: Dr. Lawrence Goldmuntz

\E‘\‘d')’
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

DETERMINED TO BE AN
ADMINISTRATIVE MARKING
En 12356, Section ? ?

By . ---NARS, Date

February 24, 1972

CONEIDH oL

MEMORANDUM FOR ED DAVID
FROM: John C, Whitake

SUBJECT: Radioactive Waste Disposal Program

" Jim Schlessinger tells me he has a radioactive waste
management study under way and will look at the Lyons
problem when the study is finished in about 6 weeks.

Seems to me the Lyons issue has toned down. If we rule
Lyons out as an option as a waste disposal site, then:

1. New Mexico will push harder (they want the
site for jobs);

2. Governor Docking can say, 'See, I told you so ~~
I'm a hero and the Feds folded.'" Seems to me that approach
just puts us behind the 8 ball again,
At any rate, Jim will call me after the waste management

study is completed.

cc: James Schlessinger -

Y
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 29, 1972
MEMORANDUM FOR DR. E. DAVID
FROM: W. M. MAGRUDER

RE: Population Control

General William Draper and General Andrew O!'Meara will
probably be calling you for an appointment in the near future.
They are on the Executive Committee of the Coalition for a
National Population Policy, and are interested in stimulating
R&D for population control. I have heard their presentation
and suggested that you and Len Liaster hear them.

Perhaps an analysis will show that adequate R&D is already
being funded; these people feel it is not. It would be advisable

to be briefed on our present emphasis before you meet with
them. Then, if it appears more emphasis is requlred

perhaps we could discuss it. L .
///_3(’2/

cc: Ed Harper
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GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Washington, D.C. 20230 D F
/luwu

45

June 13, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR HONORABLE JOHN C. WHITAKER
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

TECHNOLOGICAL, ECONOMIC, AND
OTHER ISSUES RELATED TO
STACK GAS CLEANING

The Commerce Department representative on the interagency
task force on SIPs and its subgroup investigating stack gas
cleaning has prepared a memorandum summarizing the
highlights of discussions with Southern Services and TVA. Also
involved in these discussions were representatives of OST, OMB,
EPA, and FPC.

The information coming out of these discussions is important

not only with respect to implementation of the Clean Air Act but
also with respect to the proposed sulfur emissions tax. '

For your information, a copy of this memorandum is attached.

William N, LetsomW/ THE WHITE House
General Counsel WASHINGTON

%
Attachment TO:@M

FROM: Richard M. Fairbanks

//fj/m&ua.»—
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 20,-1972

MEMORANDUM FOR

Dr. L. Brandscomb, NBS
Mr. R. Cannon

‘/D/r. E. David, OST
*Mr. D, Rice, OMB
Mr. J. Shaffer

FROM: W. M. Magruder

I think Lieo is the outstanding U, S. acoustic -
expert. His advice is worth careful examina-
tion.

Could I have your comments on his letter,
please.

/_7 )
‘ /S 2/

Att.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 28, 1972

Whys.

MEMORANDUM TO‘@K FAIRBANKS

ayn
FROM: CONSTAWT{U’/A%LT

i
o
I have had some correspondence with the attached writer who
Could

suddenly sprung on me his plan for a cure for cancer.
you give me some guidance as to how to respond to his letter?

Is there any merit in his 39 page program?

THE WHITE House

WAdiiNgroN %f/ [
To: f gy |

———
—————

——
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 28, 1972

), S

MEMORANDUM FOR: LARRY GOLDMUNTZ
FROM: JOHN DEAN
SUBJECT: Response to letter from

Lowell Dodge

In accordance with your request, attached is the draft of a proposed
response to the letter from Lowell Dodge asking for information from
the RECAT Committee. You should note that we still owe Dodge a
final response on the information provided by the automobile manu-
facturers and should attempt to obtain this as quickly as possible,

cc: Frank Pagnotta

Nnr10 K

v
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 28, 1972 <
1 )
wh e

MEMORANDUM FOR: LARRY GOLDMUNTZ

FROM: JOHN DEAN
SUBJECT: Response to letter from

Lowell Dodge

In accordance with your request, attached is the draft of a proposed
response to the letter from Lowell Dodge asking for inforniation from
the RECAT Committee. You should note that we still owe Dodge a
final response on the information provided by the automobile manu-
facturers and should attempt to obtain this as quickly as possible.

cc: Frank ~Pagnotta
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 9, 1972

Dear Mr. Wood:

John Ehrlichman has asked me to respond to your thoughtful letter
of last month concerning the impact of environmental regulations
on energy supplies. I do want to a®sure you that the Executive
Branch is well aware that actions taken in one area can lead to

- strong secondary effects in other areas.

In this regard, we are studying intensively the impact of environ-
mental regulations on energy supplies. I have taken the liberty

of circulating within the Executive Office of the President to the
concerned members of the Council of Economic Advisers, the
Office of Science and Technology, and the Council on Environmental
Quality.

While a great deal of work has gone into the proposed regulation

on lead in gasoline, the evaluative process continues. As you
undoubtedly know, the Environmental Protection Agency recently
extended the deadline for comments because of the EPA's continuing
concern to explore fully this complex issue. It does impact the
energy area, the oil industry, the automotive industry, and consumers
in all walks of life, and we must be right when we finally issue the
regulation. Let me assure you that your point of view, together

with those of the many others who are concerned with this matter,
will be taken into account before EPA releases a final regulation.

Thank you for sharing your analysis with us.

Sincerely,

John C. Whitaker
Deputy Assistant to the President

Mr. Fran];c Wood, Jr.
President
PRIDE

P.O. Box 3237
Abilene, Texas 79604

et ik gdlw— —
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 16, 1972
. o )
(WA - Eptin
MEMORANDUM FOR ED DAVID W {"\
FROM: JOHN EHR LIZ HMAN

SUBJECT: Follow-up on the Recommendations of the
Population Commission

As you know, the President's Message on Population Growth in 1969
called for the creation of the Population Commission. Its report has
been published and contains a number of recommendations dealing
with population growth, family planning services, the use of resources
and our environment, and similar subjects. Not all of the recommen-
dations are appropriate for Federal Government action, however, so
we must focus our attention on those recommendations on which the
President may be expected to have to take a position.

In order to carry out this Presidential mandate, I would like you to
chair an interagency group to analyze and recommend Presidential
positions on the recommendations of the Population Commission,

This group should include representatives of CEA, CEQ, OMB, HEW
and Interior, as a minimum. CEQ in particular has already performed
considerable staff work in this area.

You should plan to have the results of this review available by December 1,
i.e. in time for possible consideration for the F'Y 74 budget. As a first
step, would you please discuss scope of work and agency participation

with Chairman Train, whose staff has already done some preliminary

work in response to the report of the Population Commission.

I will ask you to work with Ray Waldmann and John Whitaker in the
preparation of this review.

cc: Russell Train

G590
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