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CITY OF DALLAS 
TEXAS 

E:RIK JONSSON 

MAYOR 

Mr. Stephen Hess 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Steve: 

March 27, 1969 

---

Here is the letter and i�s enclosures; Per 
your suggestion to Miss Johnston, all the copies 
you requested are enclosed for your distribution. 

In addition to the lengthier explanations 
of the advantages we see to a goals program con­
tained in the handbook which was left �ith you 
along with copies of the Eoals books and in 
addition to the briefer statement contained in 
the letter to the Vice President, the enclosure 
to this particular letter might be helpful to 
staff deliberations. My only purpose in sending 
it is because often, I think, several expressi6ns 
of the same ideas are useful. 

Please do not hesitate to call me at any 
hour if I can be helpful. My home telephone 
number is (214) 351-5001. 

With warm best wishes. 

JEJ:ry 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 18, 196 9 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE PRESIDENT 

X /.J'rJ:.M E 5 >( 
Reston'/s column this morning and the New York Times 

editorial yesterday certainly suggest the great potential 

of your National Goals Research Staff. 

Daniel P. Moynihan 

attachments 
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�---'--------�-------------==--- THE NEW Yr;)RJ(. TIMES, FRIDAY, JULY 18, 1969 

. ' . . 
'f_l,,::/•. The Moon and 1976 ,,; .,:; 

'. 

By JAMES ·RESTON 

One· of 'the lessons of the 
present spectacular voyage to 

· the moon is that the American
mind and the American politi­

. cals system seem to need great 
· challenges and clear goals to

work at their best.
Humiliations and disasters 

help, too. The American people 
, are watching this flight with 
their uttermost. pride, but it 
was the hurt to their pride­
first in the Soviet Sputnik I 
flight of 1957 and then in Yuri 
Gagarin's first human venture 
into space in 1960-that cre• 
ated the · psychological and 
political conditions ·for· the 
United States deci'sion to go
to the moon. · 

Even then, President Ken­
nedy might not ·have aimed so 
high as .the moon if it had not 
been for his disastrous gamble 

· at the Bay of Pigs. After that
it was clear that sorriethino­
had to be done. Thus .the for�
mula for success: disaster, 
challenge, and a vivid objec­
tive to be achieved by a date
certain. 
The New Goal

Fortunate.ly, thes·e same in­
gredients exist for another
great adventure_ in the seven­
ties. It WOtJld be hard to· de­
scribe our race relations As
anything but a . disgrace, an.ct

Vietnam makes the· Bay of Pigs 
look like a regrettable incident, 
The challenge to the American 
pride, imagination and organ­
ized intelligence of these stains 
on the national record is clear 
and the two hundredth anni"• 
versary of 1776 is_ just close 
enough and yet far enough 
away to give us a definite 
target in time. 
The Complicated Journey 

It is, to be sure, a more com­
plicated journey. It is harder to 
concentrate the mind on creat• 
ing a just and decent society 
than it is to mobilize the intel­
ligence and machinery to rocket 
to .the moon. Human nature is 
more volatile and less predict­
able than the chemicals, fuels, 
and measurable mathematics of 
rockets and electronics. Still, 
the challenge is clear and the 
anniversary of the nation's birth 
has emotional and political pos­
sibilities that should not be 
underestimated., 

In July of 1969, we are just 
seven years away from the 
200th year since the Declaration 
of Independence. That is two 
years less than the time be• 
tween the decision to go to the 
moon and the present culmina­
tion of that decision, but it is 
a goal of great historical sig­
nificance, and it provides an 
opportunity to channel the ener­
gies and talents of the Ameri• 

) ' 
\ 

can people toward the national 
purpose and ideal. 

This is ncit,a new idea. Presi- . 
dents Kennedy, Johnson, and 
Nixon have all talked occasion­
ally about it. The citizens of 
Philadelphia naturally led the 
parade, and committees of dis­
tinguished citizens have been 
f,ormed all over the country to 
prepare for the great celebra­
tion. 

But it has not yet become a 
central point and aim of na­
tional policy and is not part of 
the conscious public mind. The 
funds, the brains, the organiza­
tion that went into the objec• 
tive of going to the moon have 
not been mobilized and directed 
toward achieving certain defi• 
nite social and economic objec­
tives, and this is a missed 
opportunity. 
The President's Opportunity 

There is an enormous differ­
ence between appointing com­
mittees for a celebration seven 
years away and setting a goal 
for achieving definite national, 
state, and community goals. It 
takes leadership from the White 
House, organization and funds 
to create a national awareness 
of problems to be solved in 
thousands of communities by 
July of 1976, but this could be 
done. 1 

It is much more difficult than 

persuading t1'e Congress to ap• 
propriate funds to beat the Rus• 
sians to the moon and then 
organizing the scientists, engi• 

· neers and industry to produce
the machines and train a lim• 
ited number of brave men. 
The Educational Problem 

Landing successfully on 1976
involves making the voyage and· 
the goal, or al: least the ques- ·. 
tion, clear to the leaders of 
ev�ry community of the na­
tion, but the thing could be 
done. Not with the precision of 
the astronauts, to be sure, but 
greatly to the achievement and 
redemption of the ideals of the 
American Declaration. 

If done, this might be more 
important to the Republic in the 
end than landing on the moon. 
But the moon project may have 
given us the key. It had imagi­
nation. It mobilized intelligence. 
lt had a specific goal within a 
specific time, and the goal was 
to do something no man had · 
ever done before. 

Maybe the analogy is wrong, 
Space science and political sci• 
ence could not be more differ• 
ent. But the whole idea of 
America was to create a society 
nobody had ever created be­
fore, and it could be that the 
moon-men, with their concen­
tration, purpose and time• 
schedule have shown us the 
way. 
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.. 3 .. 

The first assignment of this new research group will be to assemble data 
that can help illumine the possible range of national goals for 1976 -- our 
200th anniversary. It will prepare a public report, to be delivered by July 4 
of next year, and annually thereafter, setting forth some of the key choices 
open to us, and examining the consequences of those choices. It is my hope 
that this repqrt will then serve as a focus for the kind of lively widespread 
public discussion that deserves to go into decisions affecting our common 
future. The key point is this: it will make such discussion possible while 
there still is time to make the choices effective. Instead of lamenting too 
late which might have been, it will help give us, as a people, both the luxury 
and the responsibility of conscious and timely choice. 

Only shortly beyond the nation's 200th anniversary lies the year 2000. These 
dates, together, can be tar gets for our as pir at ions. Our need now is to 
seize on the future as the key dimension in our decisions, and to chart that 
future as consciously as we are accustomed to charting the past. 

# # # 
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