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Jaruary 28, 1969 e ;
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Dear Dick,
Steve called while In Washington last week., 1
had a very informative visit with him on the
phone, bul wa s sorry that he wasn't able to
{alk with him personally, As you can well
troagine, the firet fow daye following the lnaugural
¥ ol
weve hectia,
d Steva's memoran
ney 3_’3
f c%:’alﬁ
Apaln, I was sorry I wasn't able o {alk with
Steve g‘:z#:ff:»azm.ﬁ,}f. fi; trust :w:t both you and he
&;ivm, gn.ﬂcnzu
7 2L
¢ « Stephen Buagell occ
X
cc - Bob Ellsworth w/ cy of incoming =« ./
s
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T et e e o R T | Sent to the Vice President
| Feb. 3, 1969 %)

GREENSBORO - GUILFORD GOUNTY GENBRAL

CIVIL DEFENSE AGENCY Vo YW
DRAWER w-2 Y2
G’REENSB ORO, N- C . /.;;;; e "..,1’* Y sz J"; i 074 ‘

January 31, 1969

The President
The White House
Washington gy Do,

Dear Mr. President:

I am a retired officer and have spent the past eight'years as
Director of Civil Defense for a County of 340,000 bersons. I retire

as Director of Civil Defense on February 1, 1969, and would like to
offer a few observations, for whatever use they may be to you.,

The pPOssibility of nuclear warfare must haunt the dreams of
presidents andg prime ministers, Defense budgets grow throughout the
world. Civil Defense funding is decreasing at a time when our mili-
tary expenditures increase, All of these considerations imply com-
mensurate civil defense and related energency management measures and
suggest that the nature and dimensions of Such measures should be
arrived at by the same processes of federal planning, deliberation
decision -- making and financing, as are used in developing military
programs, with federal direction and control with state ang local
administration where appropriate,

Civil Defense and emergency preparedness programs involve civilians
in ways military programs do not. The military reacts in any situation
requiring action because of the discipline imposed in normal times,

i regarding the potential threat imposed by the,possibility of nuclear
i warfare, The citizens! understanding and Cooperation are necessary if

Might I suggest the appointment of a board, representing the many
Xdisciplines required, to evaluate all previous civil defense studies or
i hearings., The board could take any additional testimony or conduct any
éinvestigation required, to evaluate the neeg for and the status orf civil
{defense., After the board submits recommendations, a decision could be
gthen made regarding the priority to be assigned civil defense,

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



e e e s - \ Sent to the Vice PreSlQent
/ : 7.3, 1969
: President e e
aanuary 31, 1969

Page 2

I realize the many problems you face every day, however, I know
that the stimulation of your personal attention to civil defense,
would contribute to the strength and survival of the nation and to

the preservation of peace with freedom.

Respectf lzy yours,

§Zk71?%amé6%é;f

Director

JMMc/jas

CC: Vice President
Melvin Laird, DOD
Chet Holifield, MC
Richardson L. Preyer, MC
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February 12, 1969

Honorable George A. Lincoln
Director, Office of Emergency Preparedness

Executive Office of the Presidenat
Executive Office Building Annex
Washington, D. C. 20504

Dear General Lincolan:

Enclosed is a White House referral consisting of a letter
from Mr. Thomas PX pPike, 621 South Hope Street, lLos Aungeles

California 90017, with enclosure from Mr. John R Cain, 30.)5

Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 90005, Since this
corrpbpondeace concerns a natural disaster and therefore is under
your Cugnizance, the correspondence is forwarded for your action

and reply.

being forwarded to Mr. John R. Brown

A copy of this letter is
action taken

IiI, Staff Assistant to the Presic dent, to advise him of the
by the Office of the Secretary of Liefense

Sincerely,

Enclosure

Lot
?""

cc: Mr. John R. Brown I

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum




| /) %

w%fﬁff
/A’ vgq\ %

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT-ELECT

15204
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YICE

ETARY
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PRESIDENTS

N CO.
D CITY, 5. DAKOTA 57701

T J. LEONARD

LL
HAUTE, IND. 478C8
EDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
R E. BURRELL

N :

X323
NGTON, MASS. 02173

E_A. CARYL
. 4TH ST,
EAPOLIS, MINN. 55404

COURTHOUSE

" AN INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL CIVIL DEFENSE ORGANIZATIONS

O GENERAL
' March 14, 1969 ND a-/

The President of the United States
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr; President:

X

Region I of the United States Civil Defense
Council, encompassing the New England States,
New York, New Jersey, Puerto Bico, and the Virgin
Islands, in the interest of furthering their mis-
siocn of providing safeguards for its citizenry,
at a meeting held February 18, 1969, directed the
enclosed resolution be submitted to you for con-
gideration, )

I was further directed, as Chairms:
. } . ! 2irman of the
Besolution Committee, to sién and submit the

resolution,

Yours sincerely,

N\,
% i ~——;-‘--~ Sy
\ \\\; L3 \?’2\\\ Al \. \\ .
P i iy o g i PR \\

A €
?Uocgr Howardxﬁrighﬁg Chairman
encl,) Resolutiocns Committee

Begien I, B.5.C.0D.C.

£ £

Serving Local Civil Defense Organizations throuwghout the Nation
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May 6, 1969 “7
&ww %wa @wgef

ﬂ cdire e L

Thask you for the additiensl waterisle you sent on

srrergency slorting procedurss. im“k%ﬁm
of onr sctivities bu this sres.

1 would, of courss, find it interesting to ik with you at
mmﬁumﬁmw; m:mm

f Eynergency P T mmam
mmmmmmmmmm
mere informed thas 1. | have forwarded to hise the materials
that you bave sent me.

ce: w. Holfgren
Central Files — { ‘?&“‘N“;g
y
CTWhitehead:ed Wi ?\\ S
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Sttached are some msteriale which | have recsived from
Mr. Stephen A, Russell, Viee President of intersational
Eleetric Corporstion, Since these pertain o smergency
broadeast progedures, :wimmmu
Fou.

1 bave alsc attuched & sopy of & letter $o My, Aussell,
which indicaten that he may be in tosch with you.

*& ¥ hitohend

w., W

penciyen
MAY 7 969
CENIRAL FILES
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INTERNATIONAL ELECTRIC CORPORATION
625 2nd Avenue South

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402

Tel. (612) 332-5387

Jin )8

May 1, 1969

Dr. Clay T. Whitehead

Special Consultant to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Dr. Whitehead:

I spoke to your secretary on April 23 concerning a meeting
with you sometime this week to discuss the progress of an
emergency alerting system for the general public. After
that conversation I realized our meeting would be more
meaningful if you had sufficient information prior to our
meeting to further orient you to this stilbslie e Gl

The enclosed information will apprise you of the system .
we are proposing to the FCC as compared to NIAC's system,
as well as OCD's interim solution for emergency alerting
of the general public known as the Crisis Home Alert
Technique (CHAT). The CHAT concept is a system being
proposed to serve as an interim warning technique while
Tthe OCD's Decision Information Distribution System (DIDS)
is being developed.

1 believe our system adopted by the FCC for use in the
Emergency Broadcast system would be a far superior interim
solution that could be instituted without cost to the govern-
ment. The enclosed speech by Clark George, the President of
CBS Radio, enumerates the need and broadcaster's enthusiasm
for "some" solution in the near future.

If possible, I would appreciate an opportunity to meet with
you any time during the week of May 12 to discuss our emer-
géncy warning solution. Would you please let me know if you
might be available.

Very truly yours,
P
e

Stephen A. Russell
Vice President

SAR: dj 1 Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum
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STATE OF GEORGIA ST

Aepartment of Delense
@inil Befeuse Bivision

OFFICE OF THE STATE DIRECTOR
POST OFFICE BOX 4839

; MAJ GEN GEORGE J. HEARN
IN REPLY REFER TO Atlanta, Ba. 30302 DIRECTOR

2 September 1969

The President : Cﬁa&-h?‘,ﬁ ‘J&‘Aihii.x?
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:
I am pleased to forward you a letter from the Civil Defense Director of
Waycross and Ware County, Georgia.

We are very proud of our Civil Defense preparedness in Gecrgia. In the
aftermath of Hurricane Camille, our Georgia Air National Guard flew 21
missions carrying approximately 600,000 pounds of food, water, clothing
and other supplies into Mississippi. Our aircraft were among the first
to be sent into that devastated area to relieve the victims of the hurri-

cane. We certainly regret that a sister state has had to undergo such
widespread destruction.

I would like to commend you, Mr. President, for declaring a state of

emergency along the Gulf coast area and for moving rapidly to provide
emergency funds. As is pointed out in the attached letter, we follow
the weather reports closely on hurricane movements so that we will be
in a better position to warn our Georgia citizens of the necessity to

evacuate coastal and low- lylng areas in the path of an approaching
hurrlcane.

It appears that in spite of the warnings, some will not believe the
damage will be so severe and foolhardily remain in the hurricane's path.
Educating our people to the dangers of hurricanes and tornadoes is a
program that all of us must continue to advance.

Respedtfully yours,

2 P
GEQRGE J. HEARN W

Major Gengral
Director

Enclosure \ 5 i¥\
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e PHONE 283-7010 . 816 CHURCH STREET . WAYCROSS, GEORGIA

31501

August 26, 1969

‘ ""x‘«') Honorable Richard M. Nixon
g President United States of America
b Washington, D. C.

Through Civil Defense State Director,
General George J. Hearn, Atlanta, Ga.

Dear President Nixon:

We note in the morning papers that there is some doubt regarding advanced information
to the Gulf Coast pertaining to Hurricane Camille.

We feel by sending you a report from Waycross showing the Civil Defense activities dur-
“ing Camille's reign it might be of value.

Waycross is in Central Southem Georgia. Our County (Ware) extends to the Florida
line. We are therefore in a near critical hurricane area.

Our State headquarters tracks every hurricane and keeps the Southem and Coastal Geor-
gia cities aware of the location, speed, and velocity of every hurricane.

The State Director would send men into an area before the hurricane hit and would have
on standby men, equipment, and materials for immediate dispatch to a stricken area.

a

Here in our local organization, we began following Camille as soon as it reached hurri-
e, can force.
/

[
\ Apfirst we plotted Camille’s position twice each day. When it reached Cuba we plotted
i er position every hour. When she went info the Gulf we plotted her position more often
; until she hit the coost.

We were prepared to function if we were threatened, or to assist our Georgia coast cities
‘and towns if they were hit. i

[t seemed to me that the Weather Bureau did a marvelous job, otherwise | could not show
such a complete tracking record.

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



{gent to the Vice President'g Qiiice{'
September 4, 1969 MM

Page 2 - President Nixon - August 26, 1969.

I am unable to see how the Weather Bureau could have done more.
I sincerely hope this information will be of some value to you.

Most sincerely, _
Charles H. S, uséell '
Director.

CHSR:hr
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

\'3\ \ Bl : (o /?5'3 J/ w/

N REFERRAL
R \'{\ P TaZ/
r- |
\ro: Department of Defense : " Date: December 5, 1969 S 77/
Attn: Correspondence Control / ' /i N3
/ J / ';,A ) . ‘ n df
( t,/—)/)}v«.»bs /11\ (_ _.o,a'l;l_,’*'/‘,,-{‘/ / \’I“’\‘B"' a ") ; o f- ; 2:_/)_:'_[
ACTION REQUESTED Pré
_;{__ Draft reply for: i : (70/(/‘{/9”1 o e ’gwt?%
—= _ President's signature. 4 Z& p o
——— Undersigned’s signature. dails
NOTE ;
———— Memurandum for use as enclosure to
reply. ; L %
Prompt action is essential.
Y et vt If more than 48 hours’ delay is encounter ed,
___ Furnish information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,
- Code 1450.
Suitable acknowledgment or other : L
appropriate handling.
L e Basic correspondence should be returned when
~ Furnish copy of reply. if crny draft reply, memorondum, or comment is re-
quested.
For your information.
For comment.
REMARKS:

Please prepare mesvagle which President can send to Governor Sargent,

Please also advise us of specific date in January -- if possible.

Description:

ke e Telegram: Other:

To: The President X
From: Governor Kenneth M. Curtis of Maine, Chairman of New England Governor
Date: 35/1/69 - (Conference, AL,gL.qta Maine)

Subject: Requests President send message for inauguration of U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers' electronic flood and hurricane control warning system for New
England States in early JANUARY,

gt

By direction of the President:

}J“ ‘zﬂrm‘ mﬂﬂ’}k;m? //pcti/“ A,

Eliska Hasek RECEIVED
Staff Assistant DEC 6 1969
3

ChuinAL | &LFS

(White House File Copy) i
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Dear Mr, McCray:

The President has asked me to reply to your letter concerning
Civil Defense community shelter planning.

As you point out, the costs of various eseential services are
inereasing at a rapid rate. Law enforcement and juvenile care

[y

£
LG /A&:s L) pan 25

are areas which demand ever larger resources. These increases

are generating considerable attention at state and local govern-
ment levels. While the Administration is very much concerned
about these problems, it must also consider other national
requirements, such as Civil Defense, which could be all to
easily neglected. We hope never to have to face the type of
eémergency which will prove the value of our country's expendi-
tures for Civil Defense, but we must be prepared for that event.

Extensive studies by the Office of Civil Defense show that plans,
such as the one prepared for Des Moines offer about the least
expensive way to provide our people protection against possible
naclear attack., As part of the intensive review of all Federal
programs by this Administration, the total Civil Defense pro-
gram {s currently the subject of a special study. You may be
sure that needless expenditures, if found, will be eliminated,

With the President's best wishes,
Singerely,

Neble M, Melencamp
Staff Assistant
to the President

4
Mr, Paul B, McCray
Office of Board of Supervisors G

Davenport, lowa 52801 ‘ %ﬁ;‘i pftl
| | IVTD\'\ i‘) 1 / 5
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

MAR 11 1970

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NOBLE M. MELENCAMP

Subject: Proposed Draft Reply to Mr. Paul B. McCray

Enclosed is a proposed draft reply to Mr. McCray's letter concerning
Civil Defense community shelter planning.

Enclosure

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum
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THE WHTTE HOUSE ~“" ~#1 & 175, fﬂy/\;"m

S’VYJA.I» 30l 49/17
Washington

AR i
72::. ¥ ﬁﬁv@«r&:}wf‘“Aw datbacd soe ‘74’ # %é’"f %;:/ Hen,

Lt~
ki,
i "%"«»«4
Dear Mr. McCray: %“%x%
~y,
THis-letber-is.ln.-reepoiSe 0 your letter-of-February-23- concerning

Civil Defense community shelter planning.

As you point out/énwysumw%eﬁﬂom, the costs of various essential
services are increasing at a rapid rate. Iaw enforcement and
Jjuvenile care are areas which demand ever larger resources. These
increases are generating considerable attention at state and local

e Aol i B A
government levels. While wme-awe very much concerned about these

,A—‘fw alae
problems, we—edso must, consider other national requirejggfgywhlch

could be all too easily neglected, guch as CIvil Defens

hope never to have to face the type of emergency which will prove
Corenting s foo st
the value of ourAexpenditures for Civil Defense, mevertheless we

must be prepared for that event.

Extensive studies by the Office of Civil Defense show that %ke plans,
such as the one prepared for Des Moines,.-fows, offer about the least
expensive way to provide &—dexed-ef protection be-the.cibiaenwy

against possible nuclear attack. As part of the intensive review

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



2 ﬁé’

being-given-~po all Federal programs by this Administration, the total

%m et

Civil Defense program is currently the subjec’c of a speclal study. s~
gure -feéaf m&ﬂwm

P

u**
.. Sincerely
hod :

£ i R
W{f /z/ ’t‘i / Mumy&wﬂﬂ& .

Mr. Paul B. McCray

Office of Board of Supervisors
Scott County

416 West hth Street

Davenport, Iowa 52801

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL
To: The Director of the Date: March 2, 1970
Bureau of the Budget
ACTION REQUESTED
X Draft reply for:
President’s signature.
X Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE
— Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. i :
Prompt action is essential.
. If more than 48 hours’ delay is encountered,
Direct reply. i ; :
Furnish Informotion copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.
__ Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.
: X Basic correspondence should be returned when
Furnish copy of reply. it any. draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.
For your information.
For comment.
REMARKS:
Description:
X Letter: Telegram; Other:
To: The President
From: Paul B. McCray, Chairman, Finance Committee, Board of Supervisors, 416
Date: 2/23/70 W. 4th St, Davenport, Iowa
Subject: Opposed to plan by Federal Govt through Corps of Engineers to print brochure

showing where air raid shelters located in Scott County; cites urgent need for funds
elsewhere, especially projects to benefit the aged and the youth of Scott County.

rah

Reproducé& gRXe t%?chraerm f)%n

By direction of the President:

Ny T —
Noble M. Melencamp
Staff Assistant
to the President
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GEORGE OXLEY

SUPERVISORS
VERNON L. HELBLE CHAIRMAN
ARNOLD KAKERT,
PAUL B. MCCRAY
GEORGE R. THUENEN
ROBERT J. DUAX

i
il
! HONE 322-3511

February 23, 1970

Honorable Richard M. Nixon
\ President of the United States
‘,ﬁi White House
I a Washington, D.C.

Deaf Mr. President:

Last Friday, February_20th, our County Board of Super-

visors spent an hour and a half with the Judge of the
; (Juvenile Court, Probation Officer, and two representatives
ft of homes that provide care for juveniles, one of which was
a state operated one and the other was an independent one.,

The state operated home charges our county $31.00 a day
- for care and the independent one is now raising its rates
from $190 monthly to %Alo monthly for the care of each
Juvenile. Our meeting was to discuss someway to provide
the money to take care of these high costs as our county
is overdrawn in several respects and could be on the verge
of bankruptecy.

The same morning I read an article in our loecal paper that
unless the state legislature in Des Moines passed legis-
lation enabling money from another fund to be put into the
State Department of Welfare fund that the state department
would have to cut our senior citizens under OAA from %lOS
monthly to $8L monthly. .

Later in the day at our local meeting appeared the local
-director of Civil Defense who presented a plan whereby

the Federal Govermment through the Corps of Engineers
would print a newspaper brochure showing where the air
raid shelters are located in Scott County. I am enclosing
a copy of one which appeared in the Des Moines paper on
March 16, 1969. About the only value I can see from it

is that it did give some local politicians some free

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum
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Honorable Richard M. Nixon - 2/23/70 - Page Two

advertising by having their names printed on the first
page.

Mr. President can you visualize a businessman each morning
before he leaves for work asking his good wife just where
his newspaper supplement is so that he may carry it with
him throughout his business day in order that he may know
where the air raid shelters are located. I suppose if a
man traveled he would have to have a special briefcase
with all of these brochures for various cities so as to

be properly advised.

To me this project is about as useless as making a study
of the sex life of a butterfly, which, as I remember, was
done under the previous administration.

Its a crying shame and it just isn't right that we do
not have money to provide even decent help for our aged,
and from a local level we do not have money to take care
of our children, who are unwanted and in some cases
mentally retarded. It just isn't right that we neglect
these things and then the Federal Govermment provides
money for a worthless project as outlined above. If they
spend $6,000 in Scott County, Iowa then the cost in the
state would total $600,000, and then Mr. President, if
you multiply this by all the states in the United States
it would represent a pretty good chunk of the taxpayer's
money.

Here 1s a place where you and your associates, in my
opinion, can cut out some of the waste of taxpayers funds.

Cordially yours,

ommittee

Chairman, Finance

PBMcC:om

cc - Honorable Robert Finch
Honorable Jack Miller
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Washington, D. C y April 10 ., 191C.

I

Respectfully referred to

The President
Vhite House
Washington, D. C.

J'ﬁ‘%
S "For your information."

rd X
'?‘ —j 7& A ‘5"/ wbeds

e
cenTraL B

Roman L.XHruska, Nebraska, U-S.S

U. . GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—45102-2
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December 23, 1970 pI

Dear Mr. Hicks:

This will acknowledge and thank you for your
m &mm«m h mn W

Mr. Hicks. Please furnish Bill Timmons with cop

bce: w/incoming to General Lincoln for DIREET REPLY to
of response.

WET:VO:vo

gﬁ‘a\‘ 0
?v;c‘b% @%\\«“’
Dsﬁ\\\? i
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THE WHITE HoOUSE
WASHINGTON
A
)
Marge: : l}?

This was originally sent to
General Lincoln who returned it
disclaiming responsibility. I |
found out today that Mr. Flaniganv) |
has the action with General O_t_tg/

Nelson,heading the study group. 2
: ¥ ¥
Will you handle further? \P

n V. Olson ‘

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PREPAREDN
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

December 29, 1970

L.

To: Virginia Olson
Office of Honorable William E. Timmons

From: Thomas J. Simmons
Special Assistant to the Director

Pursuant to our telephone conversation this date, the
attached correspondence from Congressman Floyd V.
Hicks is returned for further handling based upon
White House decisions.

Attachment

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum
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Tuis will acknowledge and thank you for your
letter to the Prosident in seforence to eavings
mmmm_mm

nformation co, tor Willlam E, Timeons
whAc X

/6/ also\\

,a L e ’.L. ’
W‘ ﬁaﬁ m

b«mm hﬁmﬂ mm M‘l‘ REPLY to
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PHILIP J. PHILBIN, MASS. |\ \\
F. EDWARD, “EBERT, LA.
MELVIN PRICE; ILL.

0. C, FISHER, TEX.
CHARLES E. BENNETT, FLA.
JAMES A. BYRNE, PA.
SAMUEL S. STRATTON, N.Y.
OTIS G. PIKE, N.Y.

RICHARD H. ICHORD, MO.
LUCIEN N. NEDZI, MICH.
ALTON LENNON, N.C.
WILLIAM J. RANDALL, MO.
G. ELLIOTT HAGAN, GA.
CHARLES H. WILSON, CALIF.
ROBERT L. LEGGETT, CALIF.
FLOYD V. HICKS, WASH.
SPEEDY O. LONG, LA.
RICHARD C. WHITE, TEX.
BILL NICHOLS, ALA.

JACK BRINKLEY, GA.
ROBERT H. MOLLOHAN, W. VA,
w. c. (DAN) DANIEL, VA.

JORGE L. CORDOVA, PUERTO RICO

A.S. House of Repregentatives
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Washington, B.C. 20515

NINETY-FIRST CONGRESS

L. MENDEL RIVERS, CHAIRMAN

December 22, 1970

o N -
// b bl s

LESLIE C. ARENDS, ILL.
ALVIN E. O’KONSKI, WIS.
WILLIAM G. BRAY, IND.

BOB WILSON, CALIF.

CHARLES S. GUBSER, CALIF.
ALEXANDER PIRNIE, N.Y.
DURWARD G. HALL, MO.
DONALD D. CLANCY, OHIO
ROBERT T. STAFFORD, VT.
CARLETON J. KING, N.Y.
WILLIAM L. DICKINSON, ALA.
CHARLES W. WHALEN, JR., OHIO
ED FOREMAN, N. MEX.

JOHN E. HUNT, N.J.

G. WILLIAM WHITEHURST, VA.
ROBERT J. CORBETT, PA.

J. GLENN BEALL, JR., MD.

STAFF
JOHN R. BLANDFORD, CHIEF COUNSEL
FRANK M. SLATINSHEK, ASSISTANT CHIEF COUNSEL
EARL J. MORGAN, PROFESSIONAL STAFF MEMBER
WILLIAM H. COOK, COUNSEL
RALPH MARSHALL., PROFESSIONAL STAFF MEMBER

JOHN J. FORD, PROFESSIONAL STAFF MEMBER

GEORGE NORRIS, COUNSEL

JAMES F. SHUMATE, JR., COUNSEL

WILLIAM H. HOGAN, JR., COUNSEL

H. HOLLISTER CANTUS, PROFESSIONAL STAFF MEMBER
ONETA L.. STOCKSTILL, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

The Honorable Richard M. Nixon
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

On April 22, 1970, in connection with your disaster relief
proposals to the Congress, you announced that a study would be
made of the relationship between the Federal Government's disaster
assistance activities and its civil defense activities as these
are closely related at the State and local level. It is my
understanding that recommendations are to be made to you by
December 31, 1970.

The House and Senate have agreed upon new disaster assistance
legislation. The bill, however, does not address the relationship
of natural disasters with civil defense activities.

As you noted in your Message to Congress, this latter subject
required special attention to the impact of any changes upon national
security.

Civil Defense at the Federal level has always been primarily
a national security program, and, as such, from its inception the
House Armed Services Committee has had legislative oversight of
the program. In fulfillment of this duty, the Honorable L. Mendel
Rivers, Chairman, House Armed Services Committee, announced on
October 8, 1970 the appointment of a Special Subcommittee on Civil
Defense to conduct a general review of the Civil Defense program
and particularly the activities that have occurred in connection
with the administration and operation of the program since 1963.
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I have the honor of chairing this Subcommittee. Other members
appointed were the Honorable W. C. (Dan) Daniel (Va.), and the
Honorable Bob Wilson (Calif.). The Subcommittee has held hearings
related to the status and progress of the Civil Defense program;
however, it now appears that it will not be possible for the Sub-
committee to complete its hearings prior to the date you have
asked for submittal of the recommendations of the study announced
on April 22, 1970.

Prior to your decision to act on the recommendations the Sub-
committee would appreciate the opportunity to examine them and
provide you with its comments.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
mFlﬂé HlCS ‘Q/
Chal

Spec1al Subcommittee on Civil Defense
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Januvary 28, 1969

Dear Mr., Rives:

Thank you for your thoughtful letter concerning
the problems of providing an adequate civil defense
program for our nation, ;

I will see that your ideas are forwarded to the
Office of Emergency Preparedness for their
consideration,

Your continued interest, and that of other young
people, is needed if our government at all levels
is to effectively serve our citizens,

Sincerely,

Charles B, Wilkinson
Special Consultant
to the President

Mr, Michael F‘.xmns
5233 Monte Vista
%‘“ Angeles, California 90042
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

To: Office of Emergency Freparedness Date: January 28, 1969

ACTION REQUESTED

— Dratt reply for:
President’s signature.
Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE

— Memorandum for use as enclosure to

reply. R :
Prompt action is essential.

: If more than 48 hours’ delay is encountered,
Direct reply.

please telephone the undersigned immediately,

— Furnish information copy.
Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.
KXXXX For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

XXXX  Letter:

Fm“;:j Charles B. Wilkinson
> Mr, Michael P, Rives

Hnie January 22, 1969
Binhlwst Civil defense program

Telegram; Other:

By direction of the President: NEACIVEDN

Charles B, Wilkinson

ecial Consultant to the rf*rez:aidcm:
2
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Michael P. Rives
5233 Mente Vista

Les Angeles, Califernia 90042

Mr. Charles B. (Bud) Wilkinson
Special Censultant to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C;
Jenuary 22, 1969
Dear Mr. Wilkinson,

You have béen mentioned in the news media as a possible
jntermediary for the President with the youth ef this country.
That is why I write to you today....becsuse I am one of the
youth,

I have a suggestion which I believe if put into action
would greatly benefit many Americans. That suggestion concerns
civil defense.

It has come to my attention by ebservation snd reeding
that the civil defense system in this nation is lecking something
very importsnt. Surely no one can disagree that the Civil Defense
officials have done a treméndous job of organizing lecal governmenteol
units in preparation for any Civil Defense emergency. But the
efficials have not orgenized the people.

jsk the average imericsn whe sits in front of a television
whet he would do if the station announced that the United States
were under enemy attack? Ask the college snd lower level teachers
snd students what they would do if the nation were being »otitacked?
They might reply that they would get under their desks even though
a civil defense shelter (feven thoughtlacking) might be in the

ssme building! The list of ignorance in the field of civil defense
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Michael Rives

could ge on and on. One thing is certsin. It sheuld net be this
wey and it cennot continue.

I propese a plan unlike any in recent years. It is net really
spectaculer, but it would invelve many citizens......many fergetten
people in our society.

Specific preposals:

(1.) The Civil Defense units er effice in each community
conduct neighboerhood campaigns te inform citizens of the nearest
shelter, Mind youy this is not assigning shelters which is = difficult
task which could not be accomplished .any—way- because of the lack of
shelters in residential areas anyway. Each househeld would be given
a card suitable for hanging listing the nesrest shelter and other
vital information.

(2.) Neighborhood groups would be organized to ferm
néighborhood civil defense corps. The corps would be composed of
eldérly and impoverish citizens. This corps would be trained by
locel governmental units to deal with neighbor heod problems in
the event of attack. The selection of these people would be idesl,
The eléderly »nd impoverish are usually at home the most, They need
a small additional sum, which could be paid, to help life's necessities.
Also this would give the elderly people a new view of life. They
would be needed and wanted by society once egain. This sum paid
would also may it unnecessary for the President to raise social
security agsin for all old people., You see, some of them would be
earning their money,

(é.)Open houses should be held frequently at civil

§ ;
defense shelters to acquaint thepeople with what they reslly are.
: !
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Michael Rives

Page Three

(4.) Here is 4 board suggestion, Encourage the office
of Civil Defense te stock mere shelters to the maximum and make

sure they have large signs in front of them,

I know what I propese, Mr, Wilkinsen, May seem contrary to
the President's besce policy, but I sincerely believe it ceuld

and should be put into action if.

we had really embark en a truly defensive civil defense
Pelicy. That of protecting our people in case of war,
not destroying the enemy,

B-If it were publicized that civil defense Prepasration
on a board SCaie is nething new, Many nations have

such programs,

Plesse excuse the length of this letter, but I could not
€xpress my theughts any briéfer. Plegse also forgive my typing!

Mr, Wilkinsen, T know vhat I propese sounds like the wild
&outhful idealism that You are probably familiar with after so
Many yesrs of dealing with young peopley This is not the case gt
all. The Proposals given represent » grave concern for the many
:children, the elderly, the sick, and the rest of humanity that
will perish,vhen they could have been saved, in the event of nuclear
war.,

Thenk~you,

Sincerelwqyours k

f N Ty A af i’

‘{ ?Q‘v'g.fu“;"/‘n,:,;» ‘,;? ': ‘f 1 5‘,;‘”‘&,};;2@
Michael p, Rives
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