
ATTORNEY AT LA 

OIL CAPITAL BUILDING 

TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

TELEPHONE CHERRY 2-8252 

November 14, 1956 

Mr. Robert L. King 
Assistant to the Vice President 
Office of the Vice President 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

As you mentioned in one of your letters in connection 
with explaining your delay in responding, "We are sometimes 
prone to take advantage of our friends." 

It is not my intention to take advantage of our friend­
ship, but I would like to urge again that you lend as much 
help as you possibly can in my direction in connection with 
the forthcoming appointment to the National Labor Relations 
Board. I feel somewhat frustrated in that, at this stage 
of the game, I'm at something of a loss to know just what 
should be done. 

Letters of recommendation and endorsement from all the 
top Republican leaders of this state have been sent to Hall, 
Adams and Mitchell. Excellent letters of recommendation have 
been written by former employers. Along with a good many 
others, I've worked diligently to deliver the voters of this 
state to the proper party, and the \'lork was successful. I 
guess 1111 just have to hold still and see what happens in 
the next few weeks. 

Bob, I know that you have many things of much greater 
importance to you on your mind, so don't bother to answer this 
note, unless you have some specific suggestion as to something 
that I should do. However, without visiting with you personally, 
I doubt if I could adequately express the importance to me 
of this appointment at this time. Both my family and I will 
be forever grateful for any assistance you render. 

Sincerely yours, 

" # ,./ 

/",,~I"/ " 
_,r- I"" _ / "li~ 

, Jam~i T. RaS'bug , . "'''' 
JTR: Ig / 1 / i,/' r l / ""J- t",' ..y~~~ fJ' 
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.f' J~ES T. RASBURY 
/ 

A~RNEY AT LAW 

OIL C').):.r.cr,AJ,. BUILDING 
-~"'""",",'¥N__"", 

TULSA" OKLAHOMA 

TELEPHONE 2-6610 

July 26, 1956 

Hr. Hobert L. King 
Assistant to the Vice President 
Office of the Vice President 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

I have just come back from having lunch with Ken Gray, 
a delegate to the Republican National Conver1tion. Ken was 
our party candidate for office of Lt. Governor of the 
State of Oklahoma in 1951+ and in my opinion probably the 
most influential single individual in Republican circles in 
our state. He is a relatively young fellov1 who along with 
a few friends has personally pulled our 1st Congressional 
District into shape so that it is consistently Hepublican. 
The impact of our 1st District vote is It throughout the 
entire state and its solid strength \-'Tas tremendously im­
portant in carrying the state for Eisenhower and Nixon in 
1952. 

Ken and I are very close friends and you may rest as­
sured that only the most outspoken opposition to Nixon by 
our President, or the withdrawal by Nixon himself, wi 
cause the Oklahoma delegation to deviate from all out sup­
port for an senhower-Nixon ticket in 1956. 

Last vleek--just before the stassen faux pas--Bailie 
Vinson" our National Committeemen, had a number of us to 
lunch for the purpose of discussing political strategy for 
this fall and in particular the campaign of Douglas IJIc­
Keever, our Senatorial c.andidate" against jYiike r·Tonroney. At 
that meeting the sentiment expressed vms that it is a fore­
gone conclusion that the ticket will be Eisenhovler and Nixon 
with harmony in all quarters. 

The only party opposition I have ever heard voiced 
against Nixon is his tendency to function through groups and 
organizations outside the RepublicWl Party. If this is true 
it probably due to a carryover from good California 
politics where their laws permit a candidate to be nominated 
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on either or both of the major party tickets. It may be well 
to lceep in mind that our party has individuals that are just 
as rabid in their feelings as members of the opposition party 
can be; and therefore 1 that nothing is any good unless it 
comes out of the official Republican Party organization. 

Tell your boss to stop worrying about 1956 and lets start 
building and planning for an organization in 1960 that will 
put him in the White House. 

Sincerely, 

/

JTR:sc 
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\ J A ~!Jt..;r,::.,~;;BURY --I. 

~.A1::VEl'R!\IEY AT LAW 

OIL CAPITAL BUILDING 

TULSA. OKLAHOMA 


TELEPHONE 2-6610 


July 9, 1956 

r·1r. Robert L. King,

Assistant to the Vice President 

Of ce of the Vice President 

Washington, D. C. 


Dear Bob: 


Thanks very kindly for your letter of June 26th, at 
which time you indicated that, in spite of the fact that 
you had been somewhat delayed in responding to my earlier 

rs, you nevertheless were dOing whatever you could 
to help my cause. 

As of this date, I know that Ivlr. Charles \fui te of the 
Republic Steel Corporation and j'1~r. Charles Hook, Chairman 
of Armco Steel Corporation, have endeavored to assist my 
cause by contacting Mr. Sherman Adams at the Whitehouse. 
Unfortunately, the steel strike has occurred most untimely 
and has probably prevented their giving the attention to 
my problem which they might other\·[ise have done. 

I also know that our Congressman Page lcher is very 
much interested in assisting me and has discussed my 
availability for an appointment as a member of the National 
Labor Relations Board with our Secretary of Labor, r·lr. 
James Jllitchell. I have also had Mr. C. H. \I]right, Chairman 
of the Board of the Sunray-D-X Oil Corporatton, by whom I 
was once employed, write a very favorable letter to 
FIr. r'litchell. Hr. William f"lorris, President of the Sinclair 
Pipe Line Company, is likeT,'lise a good friend and former 
employer, who has written a very favorable letter to 
fv'lr. Tlli tchell. All of the usual cmd required letters of 
endorsement, insofar as the State Republican organization
is concerned, have been written. . 

At the present time, I'm more or less just waiting for 
developments. If you should learn the "direction the '\Il1nd is 
blowing" or know of any key personnel in \vashington or else­
where that might have a vital voice in making the recommendation 
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Mr. Robert L. King 
July 91 1956 
Page 2 

to the President, I would sincerely appreciate hearing from 
you so that he might likewise be contacted. 

My sincerest appreciation for all your efforts and my 
warm personal regards to both you and your family. 

Rasbury 

JTR:lg 
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WI'. Jam. 8 T. Ra •. ~41',,-" 
Oil Capita u 
Tuba, Oklahoma. 

Dear Jim: 

::0ng IlJ 
til 
() 
~ 
I-j 

'<.. 
t....t 
IlJYour letterlll of May 1 and ZS certainly did not 10 uOlletic.d. S 

H (t)nor did they fail to rec.ive the attention they deaerved. 
(Il-' ,": 

0 .-j 
!t We are sometimes prone to take adva!'lta£f!' of our frl.oct. aDd ::l , .... 

1 plead guilty in this inatar.u:e. The last several weeka bay. fOllod me 
(j •. 

t....tcompletely occupied with the President'. Conference on Fita••• of 
~ 
::lAm.dean Youth. which wa. held at Annapolis on Monday and Tueaday , (t) 

of laat week, but I do want to assure you that everything I can do baa N 

been done in eonD·ectioQ with the 8ubje(;t of your lettere. " ..0' 

~ ..... 
-.J:) 

JJs you. undoubtedly realize, the tlBoa." is not in • position U1 

to take direct action in such matter., bt..Lt I have .~en to it that WOT' 0' 

.bout you has reached 80nua of the right people. 
" ::0 

t"' 
t:;:;- '4SlUiU:\ld you. b. comi.ng here either on thh bu.aln.aa or any other. ,....... 


1".,".'...: • 1 .urely hope you wUl iive me a rinl to ••• i.I 'We can arran,_ to ,et .....::: 

together. In the meantime, you might let me know j"at wllat tu C"1'r.nt 

stat"a ia. If you. have any other ,uis••tiona. pl•••• aend them alOftl 

aDd I am a.re you keow 1 wi do what 1 can. 


SiDcerely. 

Robert L. IClD, 
A.alst.aDt. to the Vic. Pre.ldeat 

aLK:blp 
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JAMES T. RASBURY 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


OIL CAPITAL BUILDING 


TULSA, OKLAHOMA 


TELEPHONE 2-6610 


May 28, 1956 

Mr. Robert L. King, 

Assistant to the Vice President 

Office of the Vice President 

Washington, D. C. 


Dear Bob: 


I sincerely trust that I am not unnecessarily and without 
justification imposing on you in asking your assistance in my 
own personal campaign. However, we are pulling out all stops 
in an effort to obtain an appointment as a member of the National 
Labor Relations Board, and if either you or Vice President 
Nixon can and will aid me in any way, it will be sincerely 
appreciated. 

All of the normal and routine Party endorsements have 
been placed with Mr. Leonard W. Hall, our National Chairman, 
and I know that our one and only Republican Congressman from 
Oklahoma is making his very best effort. 

Mr. Belcher advised by letter dated May 23 that in his 
opinion our Secretary of Labor, Mr. Mitchell, will probably 
be the ke~ man in recommending the individual to be named 
by President Eisenhower. Anything which your office can do 
by way of getting Mr. Mitchell to give my application considera­
tion wiU4 I know, be extremely beneficial. 

Sincerely yours, 

J ii!:sbury
I 

/ 

JTR: 19 / /v/ 
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JAMES T. RASBURY 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

OIL CAPITAL 8UILDING 

TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

TELEPHONE 2-661 [J 

May 1, 1956 

Mr. Robert L. King 
Assistant to the Vice President 
Office of the Vice President 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter from me to Mr. 
Charles White, Executive President of the U. S. Republic Steel 
Corporation. Mr. White recently visited Tulsa; and, in the 
course of his talk to a group of Republican leaders, he 
indicated his strong feelings with regard to the influence 
the labor unions are exercising in this country. 

For sometime now, I have given considerable thought to 
launching a serious campaign for an appointment as a member 
of our National Labor Relations Board. Believing that 
Mr. White can exercise considerable influence in the selection 
of the appointee to be named to the Board in the near future, 
I seized upon the occasion of his visit here to start my
campaign. 

Bob, I am most seriously interested in obtaining this 
appointment and will sincerely appreciate anything and every­
thing which you might be able to do to assist me. Wholehearted 
support from Oklahoma Republican Party leaders can be easily
obtained at the desired time. My probbm is one of gaining
the attention and consideration of the Party leaders at a 
National level. 

If you can assist me in any way or have any suggestions 
as to how best to proceed in order to secure favorable consid­
eration for this forthcoming appointment to the Board, I would 
sincerely appreCiate hearing from you. 

(I 

~--~ 
es T. Rasbury 

/~ 

/JTR :lg
Enc. 1 
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Ma7 1, 1956 

Mr. Obaz-l•• VIl1t., BKeoutlv. Pre.idat 
U. I. Republio 8teel C~tloa 
Cl....1and. Ohl0 

Deer MI'. White, 

Aa J'OU nq..ted .. tile ceca_lon of J'our reo.t y181t 
to h1.. to11ow1q OU.JII brlet OOlW'ereatlOD, I .. witlDS tb1_ 
letter \0 remlDd 7011 of ., lAte"lt aad de.l" to ....... a 
.... of the JfatlODal lAbor aelatlona Boai'd. '!'be te.. of 
otttoe or lIP. I.u B. Pet••OlI., ourl"8t17 a Board .-bel', 
vl11 apl" Aucut 27, 1956, and UDdoubted17 hl1 replao__t 
,,111 be ._.d .0IIe t1ae tIli. lat. _-'1'. 

There 11 attaohed to thla letter a brle1 'blopapbloal
lketoh that :nn.cta ., eduoatlcmal tM1D1D8 aDd vork exper­
leo., ¥blob I t ..l vl11 1Ddloa.te to lOU tU ad....,. ot .,.
qual1tloati0D.8 tor .UGh • po81tl08 •• I DOW .... '1'_ 
.epalle&rl Partr appo1a.teee to th11 80ud ba.... .-d. JI_.Jrabl. 
1JaproY__t. 1n the ad.:1aletMtlon ot our PeeS..l labo. la"ll 
however, I t ••l that 18 ad41tlon to M.1DS ..... to tIl18Boa" who bal ... ~ledp of \he teobD.1oal or Judioial 
••peou of ,.., 1a laYol'f'eeS. tbat ou.J' 8N&t bus1ne.... ot 
tRi. oo_t., aM ctltled \0 hay...... _Md that !Ia. bad 
tbe praotloal experl.oe otd_llDa dUect17 "lth l.Qor Wllcu 
&ad \hell" 1.....". "' bao1c,pot.md hall provided .UGh eaperle.ace. 

I .ball not dwell OIl .,. vorlc vltb1n and tor ~ aepublloa.n
Part7 'beoaua. th1. lnter 11 to be tol"VUded to TOU 'bJ 
1Ir. 88111. VlU_, our latlou1 C~tteeMD f1toa Ok1.a1l«la, 
but let lt .ut.tl•• to • ..,. that I em a t'ba be11....J' 1D OUI' 
Pan, aDd the pr1Aolpl.. tor ¥bleh lt .tude. Whll. I t1Nl7 
'b.ll.... labor1DC people..,. be Mprded as the bedI:boD.e of
0_ OOUllvr. we o&DDOt pelll1' labor lead.r.. tb.rouIh the1r 
own ••Utah d••1NI aDd Pl'OIIOtlon of ••U-pepe'tuatlGD, to 
d.,,1'07 that vh10h baa ~. ua .tl'ODl----17, prlvate bue1ne•• 
_teJ.tpl'1••• 
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JCIt. 01la1'1.. Whit• 
...,......It 1956 

,., .1110..." aPPJ'eolatlO1l tor )"OUI' appea.NllOe 1A 'Iul•• 
to &14 .. 111 our tuDc1-ftl1.~ probl_ aDd .,. dMPM' tbaDb 
tor 8IIJ' •••1.Uno. J'OU. ..,. l8D4 1D. ald1q _ to fulflll ., 
per80nal d..lrn. 

.Tame. '1'. RS8burr 

J'lR.1g
Bno. 1 
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(,J,AM ES... "'::. ,B~,BU>;;? 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 


OIL CAPITAL BUILDING 


TULSA. OKLAHOMA 


TELEPHONE 2-6610 

1 16, 1956 

Mr. Robert L. King, 

A~s tant to the Vice Pres ent 

Office of the Vice President 

vlashington, D. C. 


Bob: 

I wanted to let you knm.,r that I received your letter of 
January 31st and to repeat my offer of any ass tance in this 
area. 

I had hoped that by this date I could send you some very 
encouraging new~ relative to an overwhelming victory for the 
Republican Party in the Tulsa City Election. However, such 
is not the case. I don 1 t believe I mentioned in my former letter 
that I am City Republican Chairman; e.nd, although an extremely 
vigorous campaign 'Ims conducted in Tulsa, all of our candidates 
were defeated. In trying to analyze the cause, however, there 
is very little feeling or belief among either Democrats or 
Republicans that our City situation i.,ras indicative of a national 
trend. Rather it was an i-vote against a group of fine 
cand idates who refus ed to play politics during tIm s in 
office. During their term, they did too many things i.,rhich 
stepped on the toes of numerous small minority groups who, 
combined, constituted an overwhelming anti-majority. There 
are also those among the local, state and national party leaders 
that feel for the first time the laboring vote was strong enough 
to influence the outcome. Heretofore, Tulsa been a rather 
cosmopolitan city in which the labor vote as ~uch has hot been 
appealed to because it represented a rather ignificant 
minority. 

At the present time, I do not plan to attend the national 
convention in San Francisco; although some last minute change 
might occur, and conceivably we could go to Francisco. 
This past week our delegates met and endorsed senhower for a 
second term. No action was taken so far as Nixon is concerned, 
which to me was a pers disappointment. I have talked to 
some of the delegates and feel that a majority of them favor 
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Mr. Robert L. King 
April 16, 1956 
Page 2 

Nixon, but preferred to go to the convention uncommitted. 

I shall continue to do local spade work on behalf of 
Nixon; and, if there are <by particular problems which I can 
help solve, I sincerely trust you will let me hear from you 
at an early date. Our national committeeman, Mr. Bailie Vinson, 
is a good friend with whome I have worked closely for the last 
four years and who in turn will, in my opinion, exercise consid­
erable influence over the entire delegation. Of course,rrany of 
our national delegates are good personal friends. 

Sincerely yours, 

• Rasbury 

JTR:lg 
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Juuary 31. 1956 

Dear lim: 

You might .uapect that I'm tryial to "pay you back" 
iD kind by Aot &A.warml loal ere DOW your lOod letter of November 18. 
It &1l11oat make. me blu.a to look at tile date, but aometime I would 
like you to ait at'my elbow duriDg what might be mUdly called at 
tim•• this "frUltic fraeaa II J 

Seriou.ly tIlough. I ••rta1A1y did appreelat. your 100d 
letter aael I hope you didn't beUeve all the propalanda that waa priDted 
iD that arUde iD the GrapeYine. I alree with you tAat it hardly .eema 
po.albIe that twelve yearl have lODe by .iDce you aDd Black Jack" 

_______4 TbaDk.gAvlDg Dlnaer with u'. 

It'. beea a couple of y.ar••iDee I wa. out iD the Clty 
with the Golda Gate but it .till it the obj.ct of our affeeliOD' aa4 
lomeday we hope to get back that way. 

Bob Ladd ia a real fiDe guy but £01' the pa.t .e".ral 
montha he baa baeD with the CAUseDa Committ.e for the Hoo"er 
R.port. I .xp.ct to a•• him before too 10111 anG wul eert&1aly pal. 
aloal your b.at. 

Th.re baft much I CaD report (rom the ataMpoiDt of 
my OWD aetlvitle. oth.r thaD the laet that a whole year haa gOD. by 
DOW .inee I grabbed hold of thi. particular lIbraa a riDl". U'. a mighty 
lIltere.tiDI apot &Del I cou14a t t b. workiDg for a better guy. Nobody bow. 
ri.ht DOW what tbe n.xt fe., weeka wW. briag but it may well be that I 
will take ad"aDtal' of your offer to be be1pful &Dc! if I do, 1 bow you111 
be tbere. 
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.....yC~.~r~~t.r ...4 the time that 
hal elap.ed .ince it wal r~ • only ••rved to make me more 
appreciative of your thoughtfulDe•• fol' picklDg up your pee and writing. 
I hope .omethlllg 'Win bl'ing you back thi. way aacl if it .hould, I wt11 
.urely esped a call. 

All the be.t, 

Sincerely, 

Robert L. KiDg 
A....taat to the Vice Pre.laeat 

Wr. Jame. T. Ra.bury 
on Capital BuUdtng 
Tul.a, Oklahoma 

RLK:lmk 
PERSONAL 
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JAMES T. RASBURY 
ATTORNEY AT L.AW 

011.. CAPITAl.. BUILDING 

TUI..SA. OKI..AHClMA 

TELEPHONE CHERRY 2-9252 

November 18, 1955 

Mr. Robert L. King 
Chief Administrative Assistant 
Vice-President's Office 
Capital Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

I've postponed writing this note for so long, 11m 
almost ashamed to do so at this late date. My very 
warmest congratulations to you in your new administrative 
spot with the Government and Dic~ Nixon. I wanted to 
write this note immediately after reading the February issue 
of the Grapevine, but intentionally waited until the first 
rush of mail had subsided. 

It doesn't seem possible that nearly twelve years have 
gone by since Black Jack Norris and I--the bachelors of 
the S. F. office--had Thanksgiving Day Dinner with you 
and Gretchen, and little Bob was the newly-acquired center 
of attention. The picture of Gretchen and all four 
children in the Grapevine certainly 'lvas a fine picture of 
a grand family. Gretchen looked pretty as a picture, 
as she always did, and I'm sure your life since the 
Bureau days has been a happy one. 

As far as I know, Jack Norris is still working out 
of the San Francisco office. One of our Tulsa ex-agents,
who worked in San Francisco until 1952, says Jack is generally 
known as the Mayor of Mortinez and is still the most 
independent, carefree agent in the office. He I s married 
now and has at least one little girl. But all this you 
probably know as Jack was always a good one to write. Being 
a poor correspondent myself, our mail exchange has dwindled 
to Christmas cards. 

At the moment, I'm involved in the general practice 
of law after spending several years with oil companies in 
the field of labor law and industrial relations. We have 
a fine active chapter of ex-agents in Tulsa and just last 
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Page 2 
Mr. Robert L. King 
November 18, 1955 

night had dinner together and rehashed old times as two 
of the group reported on the Detroit Convention. 

Best wishes again, Bob, for continued success in your 
}lashington career. If Bob Ladd is still on Nixon's :::;taff, 
tell him !!hello l1 for me. He was a neighbor of mine when 
he lived in Tulsa. 

Kindest regards to Gretchen and all the family. If 
the opportunity to be helpful to you, Nixon, or the Republi­
can party should eVer present itself, I hope you'll realize 
you have a loyal friend and supporter in Tulsa. 

T. Rasbury 

JTR:lg 
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Born: uallas, Texas, January 21, 1915 

Graduated: fiIichigan State Normal, A..B. uegree, 1936 

Taught High Jchool in Decatur, Iv1ichigan, 1936-1938 

Taught High School in 1'okyo, Japan, 1938-1939 

Attended horthwestern University, Summer of 1937 

Attended .Jiichigan University, ~ummer of 1938. doing graduate 
A 

work toward a l'ilasters uegree in Education 

Toured L:hina, Siberia, Russia, and European Countries, 
Summer of 1939 

Entered University of Oklahoma Law ~chool in Fall of 1939 

After completiIlf; two years in Law School. received an 
appointiner.t to the }t'e,;.era1 dureau of Investigation, 
lJepartment of Justice, aad remained until June, 1944 

~n1isted in the United bcates lvlarine Corps in June, 1944­

rlonorable lJischarge as First Lieutenant, August, 19~ 

Heturned to the Federal rlureau of Iuvestigation as a 
Special ""gent and worked in the YJashington, .J. C • 
.fi'ield Office whi le completing .Law Degree at the 
George iv'ashingtou Universi ty 

..... .i...B uegree received F'ebruary 22, 1947 

rldmitted to practice before the courts in the uistrict of 
Columbia 

.t..rnp1oyed as Director of Industrial l:'elat.ions of the .vestern 
Petroleum rtefiners Association, March, 1947, to April, 1948 

fuap10yed as ~irector of 1naustrial Relations for the Sunray 
Oil Gor!-Joration, Apr.il, lj48, to March, 1949. 

hmployed as Jirector of Industrial rtelations for 3inclair 
Pipeline Co,npany J il/iarch, 1949 to Jeptem ber, 1951. 

Employed as J.Jirector of Employee ne1ations for .!.oep Rock Oil 
Corporation, Septemoer, 1951 to date. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 6, 1953 

-. 

MEMORANDUN FOR: 	 r1r. Robert D. Ladd 
Office of the Vice President 

Thank you for your memorandum of 
June twenty-fifth with the enclosed background 
data on James T. Rasbury. We are referring it 
on to the proper government officials, and lJIr. 
Rasbury will be given every consideration, I 
am sure. 

Charles F.' llis, Mr. 
Special Assistant 
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June 25. 1953 

..emoranclusn 

To: Charle. WUlh 

From: Robert D. Lacld 

Subject: Jame. T. Ra.bury 

Attached 1. bac:k,roUDd information oa .Jame. 
T. Ra.bury of Tul.a. Oklahoma, who i. qualified 
for a po.itioa with the National Labor aelation. 
Board. He mi,bt be coa.ielereel for a...ral Coun.el 
of the Board or for ae,low Director in the Fort 
Worth area. I wuter.taDCl that thi. area i. very 
bacUy maaa,ed at W. polat. 

1 know Jim per.oaaUy aDd ia a4clitioa. he hat 
beea recommended to the Vice Pre.Went by .everal 
per.oa. who.e jud,_ment he value. hi,hl,.. 

The Vice Pr••Weat would lib to ••e Nr. 
Ra.bury'. .ervic•• utUl..4. 
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