
May 10, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM LEE HUEBNER 

SUBJECT Color Report: Salute to 
. Agriculture Day, May 7, 1971 

One theme that ran through all the activities of this day -- and the A.~ 
previous - - was the President's evident regard for Dr. Norman 
Borlaug, the Nobel Peace Prize winner for his leading role in 
the "Green Revolution". From their first conversations on the 
White House grounds Thursday, Borlaug and the President 
seemed to Ilhit-it-off"; the former talked not about the technical 
side of his work with wheat, but about its human and political 
ilnplications. A powerfully warm and gentle and genuine man, he 
clearly made a deep impression on the President -- whose remarks 
at the Agriculture Department Friday morning and at the White House 
dinner Friday night reflected net so much what the staff had suggested 
to him but rather the topics he had discussed earlier with Borlaug, uc.~ " .. 
the feeding of hungry people at horne and abroad. 

On the other hand, Borlaug seemed very impressed with the 
President. He told a group of us (including several reporters) after 
dinner that he had found the President very responsive to his concerns 
about how the world will cope with growing population and his fears 
that the revolt against technology may go too far and deny us skills 
and resources we will badly need in coming decades. And Borlaug 
said then again what he had told the President earlier: that while he 
had lived most of his adult life outside the United States, flI am still 
a very proud American. II 

Until the ..... dinner, Borlaug was dressed in a green suit which 
John Whitaker referred to as I!his green revolution ll suit. 

Glen Campbell also praised the President warmly at the end of his 

concert: "It's really beautiful you know, it's really a beautiful thing 

that a man \";;ith the President l s intelligence and knowledge and wisdom 
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can lead this country of ours. 'I Later, after the President and 
Mrs. Nixon had joined Campbell and his "....He on the stage (where 
the President tested CampbelP s drinking water - to be sure thatl s all 
that was in it) Campbell said that like Bob Hope he plays a wide variety 
of benefits because "I don't want to blow the hereafter on a technicality. It 
"But if I am reincarnated, 'I he went on "I want to come back with the 
President's mind and wisdom and courage - - - and with Dean Martin's 
liver. II 

Most of Campbell's other material was pretty earthy -- and pretty funny. 
The audience - - including the President - - seemed to thoroughly enjoy 
the whole evening. The President's full recounting during the toast of 
how President Washington bought the land on which the White House is 
located from an obstinate farmer was much appreciated. Most of this 
dinner material has already made its way into the newspapers. 



--
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 7, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM JOHNANDff 

SUBJECT Color Report on President!s 
Reception for Kuykendall House 
Task Force, May 6 

RN sized up the group of CongressIUen on entering the Blue Room and 
remarked, !!Glad you could all make it down here today; at least the 
streets are clear -- though I see all of you got haircuts just to be on 
the safe side. II A loud chorus of deITIurrers greeted the latter obser­
vation - - IINot all of us - - what about Arends - - look at Les.!I The 
Minority Whip, who wears his hair almost as long as the Big Ear!s 
own, tossed his tresses defiantly. This outburst set the tone for the 
whole session -- all the decorum of a GreeKfraternity stag. 

After RN had thanked the group for their revenue sharing/reorganization 
sales efforts and Kuykendall had replied, Jerry Ford moved to the 
microphone, drink still in hand. He got no further than !IWell, Mr. 
President, II when SOITIeone shot from the crowd, "You selling booze, 
Jerry? II When Ford ITIade reference to the voting regularity of the 
Congressmen present -- lIThey stick with you and they stick with me.•. 
most of the tiITIe II -- RN deadpanned, IIThis sounds like a commercial." 

Fourth to speak was John Connally, ,vhom RN called lithe best cleanup 
hitter we have. II RN mentioned that earlier in the afternoon Connally 
had faced intensive Q and A from I'the members of the press - - I almost 
said the gentlemen of the press. Ii The Treasury Secretary brought the 
group to revival-meeting fervor at once. He loosed the full diapason of 
praise for the President and his programs. Fire leapt from his tongue 
and bells pealed overhead. When he left off, the applause was pounding. 
His boss, blushing crimson, said only, lINow you see why I bring him 
along. II 



Best laugh of the occasion came on RN's explanation of the Borlaug 
appointment Thursday morning. "Because Borlaug is an Iowan, we had 
Jack Miller there. Because the event related to foreign aid, we had 
H. R. Gros s, too. 11 

RN handing out tie clasps: 111£ you already have one, give this to some 
rich contributor." 

Good titLe had by all. 1£ Timmons, who was present, concurs, the 
Ear feels that some color from the event could be usefully peddled to 
a colum.nist in illustration of RN's warm rapport with many on the 
Hill. 

cc: Ray Price 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I NGTON 

May 6, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR 	 THE STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM 	 LEE HUEBNER 

SUBJECT 	 Color Report on the Tour 
of Agricultural Exhibits 

As usual, the White House press was in as good a position - - and 
often perhaps even in a better position - - to overhear remarks 
than. I was. I continue to think that the color reporting function 
makes the most sense in settings where the press is not present, 
though there is probably some utility in covering even these 
public occasions from the !Icolor reporters' II special perspective. 

One item well worth reporting, I think, was the President's obser­
vation that one of the displays described Dr. Norman Boxlaug (the 
Nobel Peace Prize winner for his leadership role in the I!Green 
Revolution!l) as a !lpeaceful revolutionary. II The President pointed 
to it, nodded his approval of the phrase, and then told Borlaug that 
he liked to use the term Ilpeaceful revolutionary! I with reference to 
himself and his own r'New American Revolution. I! 



MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINOTON 

( 

May 6, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT'S FILE 

SUBJECT: COLOR REPORT - Open Door Hour 
May 6, 1971 

The visit by Charles Rhyne, who presented a copy 
of his new book on International Law, was extremely 
brief. So was the meeting with the two new members 
of the Legislative Liaison Office. There were no 
color items in either interview. 

However, an unscheduled visit by Artie Johnson and 
his wife, (he is the IILaugh-In" star), was a very 
enjoyable meeting, and Ron Ziegler will give at 
least one item to the press. 

This was a part of the conversation where the President 
spoke quite feelingly about the role in life of a good 
comedian: making people happy. He spoke of his many 
friends like Bob Hope and Red Skelton and both Johnsons 
were obviously impressed with his genuine appreciation. 
The President repeated several times, "Your job is 
making people happy, making them smile. It must be 
very satisfying." He seemed to find the visit very 
enjoyable and prolonged the conversation. 

Mrs. Johnson, a charming German girl, had brought the 
President a keepsake involving a Milhous ancester in 
Germany. The President was quite interested and 
appreciative. 

He was interested in both of these young people and 
quizzed them on a number of subjects, including Johnson's 
work on "Laugh-In", Mrs. Johnson's recent American 
citizenship, conditions in Germany, and their life in 
Southern California. 

RICHARD A. MOORE 

,...,.. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WP.SHINGTON 

May 5, 1971 

MEMORN~DUM FOR THE PRESIDENT'S FILE 

SUBJECT: COLOR REPORT - Open Door Hour 
May 5, 1971 

There were two ceremonies today: One was the 
presentation of five Distinguished Federal 
Civilian Service Awards; the other was a visit 
from the National Good will Worker of the Year. 

The writing press and photographers were present 
for both events and there were interviews after­
wards with the Good ~"i 11 Worker, Robert D~ Bob Lee, 
who lost both his hands in an accident and uses 
hooks. 

I reported two items to Jerry Warren immediately 
afterward, one of which he will feed to the press. 
The other might not be appropriate for L'1e press I 
but might be appropriate when someone is doing a 
personality story about the President. 

ITEM 1: At the presentation of the service awards, 
the wives were present as were Secretary Connally 
and Secretary Hardin. After the press had left, 
one of the ladies admired the decor of the Oval 
Office and the President explained that Mrs. Nixon 
had been responsible. At this point, the wife of 
Ambassador U. Alexis Johnson, who has an obvious 
sense of protocol, raised a half-serious legal 
question and the President had a ready answer. 

Noting the Great Seal Hhich is woven into the rug, 
she said, "Mr. President, isn't it against the law 
to walk on the Seal of the President of the United 
States?" He replied, "No, the rug is traditional 
and people do walk on it. But I can tell you one 
thing. It was suggested that the chair cushions 
be designed with the Great Seal and that IS \vhere 
I dreH the line. They may walk on it, but we don't 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT'S FILE May 5, 1971 
Page 2 

want them sitting on it." 

This Presidential defense of the Seal is the item 
which Jerry Warren will put out. 

ITEM 2: The President's constant thoughtfulness 
about people's feelings was never better illustrated 
than in his treatment of young Bob Lee. 

As the young man and his wife came forward to shake 
hands, the President looked him squarely in the eye 
and put out his hand as he would under normal circum­
stances. His IIhandshake ll was just as natural as in 
any other case. 

A few moments later he made the presentation of a 
small box containing a Presidential clasp. As 
I watched, I didn't think that Lee could cope with 
it. However, the President handed it to him in a 
completely normal fashion and, sure enough, Lee took 
it in his hook and neither one showed any sign that 
the maneuver was at all unusual. 

The President then had a warm conversation with both 
of them and paid particular attention to Mrs. Lee 
This episode reminded me the President's conduct 
at the Home for Incurables on Christmas Eve, where 
he shook hands and visited with invalids with the 
most extraordinary kinds of handicaps, including 
palsy patients who could neither talk nor control 
their limbs. There again he acted entirely as if 
everything was normal. 

The President would be the last to want this item 
exploited, yet it does illustrate his thoughtfulness 
and compassion. 

RICHARD A. MOORE 
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MEMORANDUM 
f 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHUfOTON 

April 28, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE STAFF SECRET ARY 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JObnAnd~ 
Color Report on Voluntary Action Reception, 
April 27 

t 
I 

Good to be back on the canape circuit -- even Big Ears have to eat. 

The President told the National Center for Voluntary Action directors 
that the ethical concept which best expresses the ideal of voluntarism. 
is the Hebrew tsdakah - - "do justly." This gave his inspirational 
rem.arks to the group a nice cosm.opolitan flavor and stam.ped them. 
as his own, not the work of one of his Gentile speech writers. Of all 
his im.portant callers in recent days, he said, the three who left the 
deepest im.pression were the Boys Clubs' "Boy of the Year, 11 the 
Cystic Fibrosis poster girl, and the little boy who represented the 
deaf children's aid groups. He asked the directors to em.brace in 
their service goals not only the m.any Am.ericans who need help but 
also the m.illions who need the satisfaction of giving help to others. 

Of course the real Grand Prix event of color reporting is eaves­
dropping on the President and his guests in a receiving line. One 
cannot be both couth and within earshot. The Big Ear m.anages it 
by standing a step and a half off the President's shoulder, looking 
im.passive like a Secret Service agent, and never m.eeting the eyes 
of a guest (it m.akes them. forget what they are going to say to RN). 
He heard the following bits of business transacted: 

-- Chrysler President Lynn Townsend: "We're back at a 
profit the first quarter!" RN: "Yes, I saw that. You'd be sur­
prised how I keep up with those things. II 

:.- RN to G~orge Rom.ney: "About your trip to Europe. Send 
m.e that agenda. I want to see to it that you stay in our em.bassies 
at each stop, and that you take a little tim.e off over there. II 
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-- Martin Castillo, apparently seeing RN for the first time 
since he was eased out of the top job with the Cabinet Committee 
on the Spanish Speaking: "I wanted to tell you, sir -- probably the 
highlight of my entire life was working with you. II RN: "We'll 
work together again. II 

-- John Volpe: "I'm just back from Maine where we had a 
ceremony tearing down the very first billboard of the 171 highway 
beautification effort. " 

cc: Ray Price 



MEMORANDUM ..'--.­

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA.aIXOTOft 

April 27, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR 	 THE STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM 	 LEE HUEBNER./II­

SUBJECT 	 Color Report on Swearing­
In of Dr. James Fletcher 

A brief, uneventful ceremony. Afterward - - and after the press 
left -- the President went through his traditional ritual of pre­
senting cufflinks and pins bearing the Presidential seal. III bet 
you don't wear cufflinks!" the President said to Fletcher's 
young -- and modishly attired -- son. III will now! II the boy 
shot back enthusiastically. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

\ 	 April 26, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR 	 THE STAFF SECRETARY 

JOHNANDR~FROM 

U 
SUBJECT 	 Color Report on Congressional 

Half-Hour, April 26 

No color items were observed in the Cystic Fibrosis Poster Child 
event. 

At the beginning of the Tennessee portrait presentation session, 
Senator Howard Baker mentioned that one of his last visits to the 
White House had involved discussions about TVA. The President 
deadpanned, "Didn't we sell that?" Then he reassured the group, 
which included a representative of the 	IBEW locals at TVA, "That's 
a standard joke the Senator and I have." "Everyone now is talking 
so much about selling the Pentagon, " he added - - an oblique refer­
ence to CBS's cause celebre documentary - - "they've stopped 
worrying about selling the TVA." 

As he was being photographed next to the near-life-size oil portrait 
of himself, RN commented to the artist, "I can't be caught looking 
at the picture - - they'd say I was admiring myself. " 

Told by State Rep. Ben Longley that Governor Dunn's budget had 
come within one vote of adoption in the Tennessee House the other 
day, RN asked the party composition. Longley said both Houses 
were 58 percent Democratic. "But many of them obviously states­
men, " the President commented drily. 

Notable in the President's handling of the Ohio Youth Choir was that 
he played neither to the press who were present nor to the Ohio 
Senators and Congressmen -- rather he walked up close to the choir, 
faced them, and talked with them in a low, easy voice. The mythical 
"President who can't relate to kids" was nowhere in evidence. He 
struck a chord in the group with wry recollections of his high school 
glee club - - "I was such a bad bass, they always made me master of 
ceremonies ... the singing was fun, but the bus rides were even 
better." (Scandalized "ooohh" from the back of the choir. ) 



Page Two 

His earnest, animated remarks to the teenagers about what to look 
for on their European trip this summer echoed his rambling talk 
with the Lincoln Memorial kids last May 9. The Big Ear, doubling 
as the Big Analyst, wonders: Is this a subject which RN feels 
particularly impelled to discuss with young people? Does he perhaps 
see youthful indifference to the effects of turning our backs on Viet­
nam, youthful negativism about the relative benefits of American 
life, and youthful "new isolationism" in general, as all growing from 
a deficiency in world perspectives among the new generation? 

cc: Ray Price 
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MEMORANDUM '--~ • 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 23, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR 	 THE STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM 	 LEE HUEBNER/If 

SUBJECT 	 Color Report on Meeting with 
Agricultural Editors - ­
Supplemental observations 

Two points might well be noted - ­

1. The President's pride in the Rose Garden. This has been 
noted before (even during the Cambodian decision-making a year 
ago when he was talking about the blossoms). It will probably be 
noted again if the wedding is held here. On this occasion he held 
forth for quite a while on various aspects of the Garden, including 
the fact that the various apple trees blossom according to how 
much sun they get - - those on the north side first, the one closest 
to his office last because it is shaded by another taller tree. 

2. The Pre sident ' s knowledge of things agricultural - - of all 
sorts. The extreme example came when he was handed (and then 
pocketed) a card announcing a "cow chip throwing contest" in 
Oklahoma. He read it aloud, looked up, laughed and said "I know 
what a cow chip is! How do you throw that? Like a discus?" and 
then pantomimed a discus thrower as the group looked on laughing. 



• MEMORANDUM­

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 23, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM LEE HUEBNER /;1 
SUBJECT Color Report on Open Hour 

Poster Child and Alabama 
Group 

The many still and motion picture cameras present undoubtedly 
captured far better than any words can do this charming inter­
lude featuring the President, a small boy, and a dog. "They're 
both hams, aren't they?" the President concluded as the group 
finally dispersed and as Pascha returned to her quarters. 

The session featured the President and the boy feeding the dog -­
the food being conveniently at hand in the top drawer of the Presi­
dent's desk. All of this was well noted by the press. What may 
not have been noted was the remark one of the guests made about 
the poster child who sat glowing in the President's arms: "I've 
never seen him smile or laugh so much. He's usually so shy." 

After the press had left, the President remarked on how people 
who are handicapped in one area often compensate in others. 
This boy is really compensating for his hearing impairment by 
developing a lively personality, the President observed. "You 
really picked a winner this time!" he exclaimed as the child con­
tinued to romp a round the room. 

The session with the Birmingham group was chiefly notable for 
the President's display of tact and patience when the leader of the 
delegation persisted in delivering a heavy handed, belabored (and 
unscheduled) speech insisting the President come to speak to a 
gathering in Alabama in the fall. Later someone else handed 
the President a personal note scrawled by Bart Starr -- which 
prompted a Presidential observation that Starr was 'fa great citi­
zen" who would make "a marvelous coach." While signing 



-

Page Two 

autographs, the President was exposed once more to the argument 
that he simply had to attend this Alabama gathering (again he 
graciously thanked the man without making a commitment). As 
the meeting ended, he saluted the two Alabama Senators (though 
only Allen was present) for their foreign policy support and noted 
that IIwe can't leave Vietnam in a way that turns the country over 
to the Communists because then everything we have done would be 
lost. " 



April 	23, 1971 

FOR: 	 W. SAFlRE 
J.ANDREWS 

FROM: 	 STEPHEN BULL 

RE: 	 Color Reporter. for Presidentl&l Events -
Mondaf. Apr\12'e 1971 

It is reque.ted that you serve as color reporter for the loUowing 
Presidential events on Monday, April 26: 

W. 	Saflre • President'. Addres. to U"S. Clamber of Commerce 
Constitution Hall ... 11:00 a. m. 

J. 	Andrews ... Congre.sional Half-Hour ... 12:15 p. m.. ­
President's Office 


Thank you. 

cc: 	 A. Butterfield 
J .. Huntsman 
R. Ziegler 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 21, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT'S FILE 

SUBJECT: 	 Open Door Hour 
President's Meeting with JaIl'les M. Hannan, 
National President, Navy League of the 
United States, Thomas E. Morris, Senior 
Vice President, J. Paull Marshall, National 
Judge Advocate, and C. Robert Clark, 
National Treas urer 
Wednesda'y, April 21, 1971 
12: 15 p. m. 

The President welcomed the members of the Navy League and reminded 
them that he was an old Navy man himself and was startled momentarily 
by Mr. Hannan when he reminded the President that he was still on 
active duty in the Navy - - as Commander in Chief. This came up when 
Mr. Hannan presented the President with an honorary membership in 
the League, reminding him that he would have to resume paying dues 
six years from now when he leaves active duty. The President seemed 
puzzled for a moment but quickly got the point, to. the enjoyment of all. 

He talked briefly about the importance of a strong Navy and then was 
presented with a small reproduction of a statue of Admiral Farragut 
which stands in Minorcaand was donated by the Madrid Navy League. 

The President hadn't realized that Farragut came from a Spanish family 
and admitted that he thought he had been a Frenchman. In short, the 
President is willing to admit it when there is something he doesn't know. 

RICHARD A. MOORE 



THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


April 21, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT'S FILE 

SUBJECT: Open Door Hour 
President's Meeting with Miss Ann Ucello, 
Director, Office of Conswner Affairs, 
Department of Transportation and Mrs. 
Mary Lou Grier, Chairman, National 
Advisory Council, Small Busines s 
Admini stration 
Wednesday, April 21, 1971 
12: 20 p. m. 

This was a very brief and cordial visit. Both ladies admired the 
Farragut statue whereupon the President recited what he had learned 
about Farragut in the previous meeting, including his Spanish back­
ground. The ladies were impressed with his knowledge at which time 
he admitted that, up to a few minutes ago, he thought Farragut was a 
Frenchman and the President was putting his new knowledge to immedi­
ate use. 

The President was behind schedule but, instead of easing the ladies out, 
he scored a plus by inviting them to have a special tour of the Rose 
Garden which neither had seen before. They left delighted. 

RICHARD A. MOORE 



April Zl. 1971 

FOR: JOHN ANDREWS 

FROM: STEPHEN BU LL 

RE: Color Reporter for P
Thursday, April 22, 

reddential Event -
1971 

It is requested that you serve as color reporter for the followl.ng 
Pre.idential event on Thursday, April 22: 

Medala of Honor Presentation (Posthumous) - 4:30 p. m. 
The Blue Room. 

Thank you. 

cc: A. Butterfield 
J. Huntsman 
R. Ziegler 

http:followl.ng


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 20, 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM 

SUBJECT 

THE STAFF SECRETAR 

LEE HUEBNER,2~ 
eeting of 

U. S. Jaycees Leadership 

Nothing special to report on this occasion. A pool of White 
House reporters was present -- and IllOSt of the editors 
were taking note s. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 20, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR 	 THE STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM JOHNANDRE~ 
SUBJECT 	 Color Report Uresident's 

Greeting to Jaycees 

The audience consisted of about 150 men and a scattering of 
women. The President told the group that when he asked JC 
President Gordon Thomas who the ladies were, Thomas re­
plied, "Wives, I hope. If "Tell your wives I'll vouch for you, 'f 
RN said to the group. If That you were here - - and by your­
selves. 1I 

A moment later he told them he'd see that the Rose Garden 

was added to their tour route: If That's where I walk each day 

on my way to work. You can go through there too and see 

what it will feel like when you Ire President. " 


The main portion of his remarks was 	a spirited appeal for 
these young men to exert their leadership to "Keep America 
on the path to greatness" - - which was the end line of his 
little speech. As a central illustration of his point, he re­
vealed some of his thinking about the 	merits of the SST debate 
and the significance of that defeat. He said he considered the 
environmental aspects of the controversy fairly legitimate on 
both sides, but the "America needn't 	try so hard!' argument he 
called dangerous and unworthy. The 	tendency for a nation to 
"drop out of the race" and coast, cropping up in anyone area, 
can spread contagiously into all areas of national life, the 
President warned. He quoted De Gaulle's dictum that "France 

• was never her true self unless she was engaged in some great 
enterprise, " an alarm which he said was sounded for France 
too late. Between the lines of his remarks today was the clear 
implication that he intends to sound it for America very early - ­
meaning from now on -- and to keep doing so until it is heeded. 

cc: Ray Price 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Aprill9, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR 	 THE STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM JOHNAND~ 
SUBJECT 	 Color Repo\dn Taft Ins titute 

Award _ Presentation 

After a long combat lull, the Big Ear today made another limited­
duration incursion into the Oval Office for the above ceremony. 

The President's remarks in accepting the Taft Citizenship Award 
received press coverage - - but of particular note was his precise 
recollection that Robert Taft, Sr., won his 1950 Senate race by 
over 400,000 votes. This is a good example of RN's remarkable 
gift of recall -- comparable to remembering batting averages 
from the turn of the century. 

The President seemed in exceptionally good spirits, bantering with 
the Institute group during the photo session after the press left. 
Handing out cufflinks and bow pins, he gave a sample of the patter 
he uses to lighten up the gift-giving ritual: "These have the Presi­
dential seal on them - - just like up there in the ceiling; you know 
the distinctive feature of this office is the two seals, overhead and 
in the carpet.•• Since you are a bipartisan group, I should point 
out that these do not have my name on them, so anyone can wear 
them•.• It's just a small gift you needn't declare it on your income 
tax. " 

After the office photo, he insisted on another out in the Rose Gar­
den, which he called "the most beautiful sight in Washington in the 
springtime." "It's planted with tulips at this time of year, II he 
added. "You can admire them.• or tiptoe through them if you like. " 

cc: Ray Price 



~EMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 19, 1971 

MEM)RANJ)UM FOR: The Staff secretaryu 

FROM: DeVan L. Shumway ~ ~ 
SUBJECT: "Color Report lf on Building Trades Council 

The President started off the meeting by asking the 18 union leaders 
present in the room to speak up because "I find these sessions valuable 
for what I hear -- not for what I say." 

The President said the economy is on the way up and that the significant 
thing now is that economists will argue about "how much it is going up 
not about whether it is going up_" As an observer I was amazed at the 
President's ability to analyze the business situation without the use 
of notes while detailing figures and dates. 

Ana~zing the prospects of the construction trades, the President described 
1970 as a "flat year lf but predicted that 1971 would be an "up year. II He 
said the construction industry was in a "sellers market.1I 

"Often the lead horse in terms of industry is. construction, II he said in 
describing how the economy will be turning up. 

The President again showed his memory when one of the participants 
mentioned a problem in connection with revenue bonds. 

lIyou remember you raised that before and you said Mitchell knew all about 
it. The President responded, "I remember."If 

Secretary Hodgson, who was present at the meeting, quoted the Presldent 
earlier as saying about the construction workers: flWeneed these fellows. 
They are builders and we need builders in this c.ountry." 

In a similar vain the President concluded the meeting by saying: l1I.fe"f'ery 
man around this table .opposes me for }l8rtisan reasons .or if evel'Y man around 
this table opposes every domestic program, for what you have done for your 
c.ountry en the vital issues that af~ect our nation's security you will always 
be welcome in this room as long as I am here. " 

http:market.1I


Chuck Colson fed this to Ron Ziegler and I fed it to Vic Reisel. 
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TH E WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 15, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT'S FILE 

FROM: ALEXANDER P. BUTTERFIELD 

SUBJECT: 	 Color Report on the President's Meeting 
with His COtntnittee on Etnploytnent of the 
Handicapped and the Santin Twins 

Report: Althoug):l no special words were spoken in this brief tneeting, 
! noticed again sOtnething which I think is very tnuch worth reporting. 

The President is always retnarkably at ease when tningling and 
conversing with physically handicapped persons. (The Santin twins, 
in todayf s case, were both in wheelchairs ••• and noticeably disfigured 
physically by tnuscular dystrophy. ) 

The tneeting with the cOtntnittee and the twins could have been as stiff 
and form.al as the visitors probably anticipated ••• but it was so far 
frotn that -- so infortnal and friendly and chatty out there in that 
beautiful sun-drenched, blossotn-filled Rose Garden that one could-eo 

actually see the guests lose their apprehension and relax. The 
President was jovial and tnore anitnated than usual as he talked to the 
crippled twins and shook hands with the cotntnittee tnetnbers. 

In tnany respects this particular revelation of the President's warmth 
and compas sion reluinded me of his tneeting several weeks ago with 
Harvey Firestone in the Oval Office. The President didn't pretend for 
a tninute to overlook the fact that Harvey was brought into the rootn in 
a wheelchair, pushed by a nervous male attendant. As in the Rose Garden 
today,. he set about imm.ediately putting Mr. Firestone and others at ease. 
lUter a friendly greeting, he said, "Come on, Harvey, let's have a picture 
taken by my desk. You stand here and ••• (as he literally lifted the frail 
little rnan from the chair and helped him to a supportive position next to 
the desk) I'll stand next to you. II The attendant started to rush forward 
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with Harveyrs "walker", but the President waved him back and said, 
"Oh, he doesn't need that damn thing. II It was obvious to me, and 
I'm sure to others in the room, that Harvey was getting just the 
medicine he needed. He was all smiles ••• as though he had long 
resented the sissy treatment he'd been receiving from friends and 
associates and was absolutely overjoyed by this far more honest 
man-to-man approach. 

What I have done: I have relayed the essence of this report to 
Gerry Warren, Deputy Press Secretary. 

What I plan to do: Nothing more from this end of the line. However, 
I believe this is the kind of thing which can be passed along so easily 
by anyone of us who finds himself talking informally to, or being 
interviewed by, a news media representative. It should serve as an 
excellent example of the President's feelings for others (even though 
he is not by nature a demonstrative person) when you are asked by a 
reporter what kind of man the President 1freally is II. 

PoSe Whereas I hesitate to mention another personal experience- (having reported some time ago the President' s insistence 
on seeing my daughter, Susan, in the Oval Office -- just to 
cheer her up -- on the day she was ~eleased from Bethesda 
Naval Hospital), I may as well add quickly a report which is 
in precisely the same category as the one above: 

The President sent a fruit basket and a huge 
bouquet of mixed flowers, along with a hand­
written note, to my wife and daughters while 
they vacationed recently in Puerto Rico. 

The truth is that the President is especially thoughtful of 
other s. The truth should be better known. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 23, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT'S FILE 

FROM: ALEXANDER P. BUTTERFIELD 

SUBJECT: nColor Report" on the President's Meeting in 
the Cabinet Room with Key Dairy Industry 
Personnel -- March 23, 1971 

What happened at this meeting was not at all unique; I have witnessed 
such scenes a hundred times. Yet it is a story worth telling. 

Like members of other groups who corne to the White House to see the 
President, the 18-20 dairy farmers stood in the Cabinet Room and chatted 
in low tones, each making an effort to hide a natural nervousness. There 
was an occasional cough, and a laugh, but not a trace on any face of genuine 
ease. 

Then, all of a sudden, BOOM ••• the President was announced and standing 
among those at the south end of the room. He looked tC!-n, healthy and 
relaxed. The dairymen were noticeably surprised, for they expected a 
somber man. The President smiled broadly and without a pause began 
walking around the Cabinet Table shaking hands, laughing, joking, and 
saying something to identify himself with each horne state. By the time 
he took his seat, the prevailing mood in the room was one of complete 
informality. 

Then, he spoke to his visitors, welcoming them warmly as a group -­
telling them of his awareness of their deep commitments to the principles 
for which America stands, and expressing his gratitude for their steadfast 
nonpartisan support on the issues which are critical to the nation! s security 
and gene ral welfare. 

I will not belabor the point. The President did only what he does so often. 
He demonstrated warmth, gratitude, sincerity, understanding and just 
plain humaness -- and in so doing he moved a large group of somewhat 
uncertain and apprehensive visitors to express themselves similarly. 
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There was one other thing that I thought of while I sat there: No one 
colild have been with me - - hearing a dairy farmer from Oklahoma, 
another from Kansas, anothe r from Arkansas, and another from 
Iowa telling it to the President "like it is" -- and gone away with the 
thought that RN is an isolated man. It would seem to me that the 
point should be made again and again to our news media friends that 
a meeting such as this one today is typical -- that these sessions occur 
with many and varied special interest groups day in and day out, here 
in Washington and on the road as well -- that we have a President who 
listens, a President who cares. 

What I have done as of this writing: 

1. 	Personally reviewed information above with Gerry Warren, 
Deputy Press Secretary. 

2. 	Reviewed information above, via telephone, with Van Shumway. 

Recommended action by others: 

Dissemination via appropriate means to news media representatives. 

This report tells of 2 things -- (1) the President's humaness ••• as 
reflected by his warmth, informality, etc.; (2) the President's 
continual exposure to individuals and groups ••• and to their particular 
problems and interests. Neither is news to us, yet both items are 
relatively unknown to the American public. One should be described 
as a typical characteristic, O~trait; the other should be described as 
a typical event in the President's day. 



:MEMORANDUM -
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 22, 1971 

FOR: ALEXANDER BUTTERFIELD 
WILLIAM SAF 

10:30 - Meeting wit der s of the 
stry - The Cabinet Room. 

Meeting with U. S. Mayors -
The Cabinet Room. 

" ~ ~ ~ .' ! 



March 22. 1971 

FOR: 	 ALEXANDER BUTTERFIELD 
WILLIAM SAFIRE 

FROM: 	 STEPHEN BULL 

RE: 	 Color Reporters for Presidential Events ... 
Tuesday, March 231 1971 

It is requested that you .erve aa coloI' reporter for the fo~lng 
Pre.idential eventa on Tue.day, March 23: 

Alex Butterfield.. 10:30 - Meeting with Leader. of the 
Dairy Industry ... The Cabinet Room. 

William Satire.. 3:00 - Meeting with U.S. Mayors ­
The Cabinet Room. 

Thank you. 

cc: 	 J. Huntsman 
R .. Ziegler 



.s. IS .. 


f MEMORAXDUT\i"--' 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 20, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM JOHNANDRE~ 
SUBJECT Color ReporUNAB 

Reception, March 19 

Six or eight small details of the occasion, each no more than a stra\v 
in the wind by itself, takeli together promp! the reporter to some 
observations about the Pl'Csident as an extemporaneous speaker. 

RN's platform virtuosity was shown off at its best earlier in the week 
in his moving eulogy of W1Iitney Young at Lexington, Kentucky. He 
spoke without the text Ray Price had prepared for hilu, and watching 
on television with that text in hand one could see him, move through 
its major points, each now couched in his own terms, and C01Jld also 
see him move off into pas sages of his own composing - - all done 
gracefully and with deep feeling. Where his allusion to Lon Fuller's 
1963 Yale leci J~f'S canle fr('~{l (me could not know, ex.cept to know that 
this office, which is supposed to supply such things, had not supplied 
that - - and again one nlarvelled at the Pre sident' s eclectic kno\.vledge 
and razor- 5h2 recall. 

What all tbis has to do with the NAB reception is that black press lord 
John Sengstacke, an NAB board member, admired the eulogy enough to 
ask the President for a text a s he came through the receiving line las t 
night. He knew well eno'ugh, one assumes, that his papers' journalists 
could obtain a transcript from the Wbite House press office -- but he 
chose to tell the President face to face how fine it was and a sk for a 
copy himself. 

The President and the business leaders who were his guests s('crned 
to feel very luuch at home with one another. The reporter heard one 
NAB official say to another by the canape table: "Whenever I think I 
have problelns, J just look at the President. Here's a marl' about my 
age, :m.uch the sanie backgl'Ol.1l1d, and look at the problems he has, and 



Page T\vo 

the way he handles his job. II After the Presidentls little talk a man in 
the front called out, "We work free in NAB all year just to see you 
once a year!" and another - - as Anglo as you or nle, to look at him -­
whooped above the applause, "Viva el Presidente! II 

For his part, the President ,vas in fine forrn. The serious portion of 
his talk to the group dwelt on IV11itney Young's contribution of changing 
individual lives by opening up thousands of jobs for the hard-core 
unemployed, and nlade the point that all in the NAB could take the sanle 
satisfaction that their work \vas helping real people one by one. Tnis 
again was RN's own approach, not an angle a speechwriter had suggested. 
He spoke very easily, with perfect timing in the lighter portion of his 
renlarks. ""\tV-hat Lynn Townsp.nd has done for NAB, only a nlan who 
makes Chryslers could acconlplish.•• (laughter) •.• I ride in ODC ••• 

(bigger laughter}o 0 only in Florida." (Undercutting the compUnlE'nt, for• 

the bigge st lal.lghtcr of all.) "We Ive had grea t joy this week, \vith the 
announceITIent of nly older daughter's nlarriage plans ••• (then the t1:.ro\v­
away line) .•. not that I recorrunend that kind of thing." (Gale of la-Jghter. ) 
And half a dozen nlore of the saIne - - just the right feel, and Hawles s 
delivery. 

Afterward a guest who had seen the reporter taking notes volunteered 
this: "1111 tell you one thing about that talk -- he was a thousand. tinces 
nlore poised and positive and at ease talking to us tonight than at the 
dinner he.re la.st ~{t .-~.• 11 Tying in. 3.. S vlell to the therne of RI"J as spea}zer 
was the remark Louis Cabot of Boston nlade to hiln in the receivll''..g 
line: "I appreciate the way you single out people and look then: in the 
eye when you Ire addressing a group. live been here several linles aLd 
I've always been one that you looked right at." Of course, the ob·dol:s 
point is that nearly everyone in such a group COlnes away thinking "i-ce: s 
been "sL.~gled out" by the Presidential eye, such is RNls rnastery of the 
art. 

~~ ~'.;J. it ~~ (Gl~ f'tV.A1L V~~''''I L~I- I'~J...!~·~1 p~'e~.s 
t.\~ I U->\'t\,.,.. t·'~II.la. eJt.~~a~ dll ~ ~~(A..C,k.':'" I~ ... 

cc: Ray Price 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 26, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM 	 JOHN ANDR 

SUBJECT 	 Color Report 
Portrait CererrlOny 

Edging in behind the receiving line, the Big Ear caught the 
following: 

1. Rep. Margaret Heckler, in whose district the donating 
AdaITls faITlily resides, told the President, "I was proud to 
have the First Lady introduce you." (President had said 
this was a first.) "We WOITlen's Lib types," the Congress­
WOITlan went on, "need that kind of thing froITl tiITle to tiITle. " 

2. 	 Rear AdITliral Harry Hull, USN, Ret., husband of a 
Louisa Catherine AdaITls naITlesake, said to the President, 
"May I say you're doing a ITlagnificent job. Keep it up, 
and to hell with the rest of theITl." President replied, "That's 
right - - that's the Navy spirit. " 

3. A guest caITle through the line in a wheel chair, a social 
~ide .wheeling hiITl, and reached up a little awkwardly to shake 
the President's hand. To put hiITl at ease, the President 
sITliled, "Do you have a good chauffeur there?" 

Little potential for iITlITlediate use is seen here. NUITlber 3 ITlight 
be added to other little kind reITlarks for later use. 

cc: Ray Price 



• MEMORANDUM ~ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 25 $ 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

MR. H. R. HALDEMAN 

ALEXANDER P. BUTTERFIELD tl 
SUBJECT: Open Door Hour Anecdota1ists I 

(Staff Secretary Action Memo Log P1430H) 

You asked in your memorandum of February 19th if Steve and I 
can work out a system whereby the Open Door Hour anecdotalists 
enter the .President' s Oval Office along with the guests ••• having 
met and spoken to the guests beforehand. 

The answer, of course, is that we can do this very easily -- and 
that we will. 

As it happens, I have spoken to the President personally about this 
matter and he has suggested that we eliminate anecdotalists from all 
Open Door Hour events which do not give promise of "color". 
He suggested that we assign color reporters to only those events 
designated beforehand by Ziegler as appointments with "human 
interest"• 

We 	are going to work with this modified system for awhile and 
see if it puts the President more at ease without losing any really 
worthwhile anecdotes. 

cc: 	 Ronald L. Ziegler 
vStephen B. Bull 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 25, 1971. 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 	 ALEX BUTTERFIELD 

FROM 	 BILL SAFIRE 

SUBJECT 	 Color Report: Meeting with 
the President - 4: 15 p. m. 
Feb. 24 re Foreign Policy 
Speech 

After the President finished making his last revisions on 
the speech text, he handed it to me and asked what I 
thought of the likely impact of the speech. I said it was a 
thoughtful kind of speech, no news lead -- won1t set the 
world on fire. 

As I was walking out of the EOB office, the President 
observed mildly, liThe whole object of our foreign policy 
is not to 'set the world on fire. " 

Passed to Time and Newsweek. 



Febnla"J 15. 1971 

FOR: 	 JOHN ANDREWS 

FROM: 	 STEPHEN BULL 

aE: 	 Color Repone.. {or PI'••lde.a.t1al Eveata ­
frldar, F,bNa.!X Zi, 1271 

You are I'....ted to " ....e .. coloI' I'epol'ter for the fol1owlDl 
Pr••W••tal ..... 0Jl Frida,. F......" 26= 

10:00 a. In. - Swearl..rc-tD Cenmoay ­ Baa. 0.-,. Buh 
The State DiD1Dc Room. 

3:00 p. In. - Pr•••atatloa of Adams Pol'tJ."aita -
Tbe Ea.t Room. 

cc: A. Butterfteld 
1. Hwamaa 
ft.. Zw,lel' 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 24, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 1S FILE 

FROM LEE HUEBNER 

SUBJECT Color Report -- President 1 s 
Meeting with Federal Execu­
tive Board Chairmen in the 
Family Theater, 12:15 p. m., 
February 24, 1971 

The President spoke briefly and effectively. No unusual comments 
or color. But his comments might be useful for those who are 
working in the government reorganization area (Krogh, et. al) to 
know about and use in their speeches, conversations and so on. I 
will send a copy of this memo to Krogh. 

The President greets his audience as those who are llfighting the 
battles in the front lines. 11 Later he refers to them as those flwho 
work down in the valleys where the people live. 11 For most people, 
government is not the symbolic man in Washington, but the regional 
official on the scene. 

The President plugs various items in his domestic program and con­
cludes with his IIrevolutionaryl! proposals: revenue sharing and 
reorganization. 

He says: lilts not easy to give a State of the Union Address and look 
down at twelve Cabinet officers and tell them they will be reduced 
to eight. They all cheered, of course, but that's because each one 
thought he would be one of the eight! 11 

As for this audience, here is the key: It's easy to be comfortable 
with the status quo, even if it is a mess. Even a mess can be com­
fortable when you are used to it. Change is difficult. But as 
people in government, we have got to recognize that people are fed 
up with government - - and that means every area of government -­
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for three reasons it costs too much, it doesn 1 t work, and there is 
not much anyone person can do about it. 

To make government work better, we are asking you to do a difficult 
thing - - to give up power rather than fighting for your own empire, 
to welcome change rather than defending the status quo. 

We are all part of the government establishment. But what separates 
big people from !l pe tty bureaucrats is their willingness to change." 
We want to change the gam.e and that means you will have to learn 
some new plays. But, !lif you learned the old plays and were able to 
work in the mess we 've got now, you ought to be able to learn new 

And with that, the President departs. 

"See if you can top that! 11 someone in the audience shouts to Bill 
Ruckelshaus as he reSU1J.les the podium. 11 That 1 s a tough act to 
follow, 11 responds Ruckelshaus. 

cc: Bud Krogh 
Alex Butterfield 
Ron Ziegler 



--
THE WHiTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 24, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR 	 THE STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM 

SUBJECT 	 Color Rep rt on, overnors 1 

Dinner, Fery 2]1 

This vein yielded the reporter no anecdotal ore. The reporter 
observes that (1) anecdotalists who are actual guests at an 
event like this -- last night Messrs. Finch and Rumsfeld - ­
are the only ones in a position to gather material during the 
dinner and informal conversation, and (2) staff color reporting 
on the toasts and entertainment hour, which received close 
pres s coverage, would be redundant. 

cc: 	 Ray Price 
Alex Butterfield 
Steve Bull 



February Z4. 1971 

FOR: ROBERT FINCH 

FROM: STEPHEN BULL 

RE: Color Reporter for Pre.i
Thursday, Februarx: ZS, 

dential Event • 
1971 

You are reque.ted to serve a. color reporte.. for the Swearlna-ln 
Ceremony for Thomas Kleppe aa SBA Administrator on Thursday, 
February 25, at 3:30 p. m .. , in the Pre.ident's Oval Offlce. 

Thank you. 

CC: A. Butterfield 
J. Huntaman 
R. Ziegler 



MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINOTON 

February 24, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 	 MR. STEPHEN B. BULL 

FROM: 	 ALEXANDER P. BUTTERFIELD 

SUBJECT: 	 Assigning Anecdotalists to 
Presidential Events 

Please use Messrs. Finch and Rumsfeld -- and some of the other 
designated anecdotalists -- far more than you have been in the past. 
Whereas I agree generally with your practice of assigning speech 
writer anecdotalists to those events at which 1ftheir suggested remarks ll 

might be used by the President, I do not think such assignments are a 
must. 

In other words, I agree fully with John Andrews -- that guests 
Finch and/or Rumsfeld could have served the "color report" purpose 
every bit as well as, if not better than, John Andrews. At the 
Governors Dinner John was a fifth wheel floating around the periphery. 
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WASHiNGTON 

February 22, 1971 

L. ebr..er 
W. Safire 

Stephen B'l!.ll 

Color Reporter for Presidential Events­
Tuesday, February 23, 1971 

::ou are requested to serve as color reporter for the following 
P::c..:iidentia.l ever;.ts on Tuesday, February 23, 1971: 

L. Hueb~ner 11; 30 A. M. Open Door Hour - Oval Office 

Yf. 	 Satire 12:00 A. M. President1s Science Advisory 
Committee (Cabinet Roon~) 

cc; A. Butterfield 
.J. Huntsman 
R. Ziegler 
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STEPHEN BULL 
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.,......1, FUQ&!Z I', 1,,1 
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roa., 	 I. ANDaEWS 
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T__,. le"m 1" 1271 ­
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PruttleD'lal ....: 

W. Salk! ... 	 Call..... W....... Cat.lMt Ro.m 

1:00 .A.M. 
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.J. Aab..... • 	 Pr..lcl....l a...... at Amel'lcu Let.... 
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eel 	 J. Br... 

A ••uttede1d 

It. ZleclH 




Februa.ry 1S, 1971 

M.EMORANDUM FORs Mil. JOHN R. BROWN. m 
Staff Secretary 

FROM.. 

SUBJECT, 

ALEXANDER P. BUTTERFIE

AdcU.t;iOD. to Liat 01 Outlet. 
(in AaecdotaUat. PrOiram) 

LD ~/ 
I 

Plea.e add Bob Hald.eman and Dwilht Chapta to your H.t of 
offidally de.ianated outlet. ta the &Decdotalbt. proaram. 

Thank you. 

ccz Stephen B. Bwl /' 

http:Februa.ry
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• S.........-Ja ., QOftftOI' J oIua C~1r 

.. 8e.....,. ot tile TI'-.rr. 11:30 a.. m •• 1T_ Edt .8.00m 

I 
cc: 1. 8 ..__ 

A.......field 

B.. Ziea­
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F_1'U.l'J' 9. 19t1 

now,: 

aEI 

WlLJ..,IA.W SAFIlU 
JOHN WlIlTDEB. 

STEPHDf BULL 

co._ ....... fu P....WeaUal E.... • 
W!MUf&f. Feb!!!!! 10, 12'11 i 

IY...... 1'....... ie -', &a _ ,.. tollawiJal Pr.W....l m........ .. "'....-ada,. F ...nuy 10: I
W11I1'. s.nn .. D....nU.c C.........'-l a••aJdaet .. i 


11:00 a... - 'taM Dt.IUI R_ 

j
- ......_ 1_ W...... of a...... c...ll ­

1.:00 p... ... TIle Il..W_ 

I 
lleee,lI.. Iv HaU...11....h'lal 1PeUatl. COlltHl C__il ... 11:00 a.a. - 1 

lSW.D........ 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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1 

ee: J.1\r..,. 
A. BuMuAe.. j 
ft .. Z...... 
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cc: J. ar.... 
A .......n.W 
Ro. A .• leI ­
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¥EMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 6, 1971 

PERSONAL! CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 	 MR. ROBERT H. FINCH 
MR. DONALD RUMSFELD 
MR. HERBERTG. KLEIN 
MR. RONALD L. ZIEGLER 
MR. PATRICK J. BUCHANAN 
MR. WILLIAM L. SAFIRE 
MR. RICHARD A. MOORE 
MR. NOEL C. KOCH 
MR. LEE W. HUEBNER 
MR. DE VAN L. SHUMWAY 

FROM: 	 ALEXANDER P. BUTTERFIELD 

SUBJECT: 	 Anecdotal Reports of Presidential Activities 

Over the past 2-week period we have been experirnenting with various 
schemes for picking up and getting to the attention of the public in 
anecdotal form the hUHlOrous, the colorful, and the otherwise inter­
esting and different extra things which so often occur during 
Presidential ceremonies, conferences and meetings. Whereas 
a number of people have spoken up on the matter, and in so doing 
stated a variety of opinions, all have agreed that the idea is a good one 
and that putting it into effect is an absolute must. 

The purpose of this memorandum, therefore, is to set before you a few 
relatively simple procedures which we believe to be essential to the 
maintenance of a really effective anecdotal reporting program revolving 
around the daily activities of the President. 

But 	first a point or two by way of clarification: 

(1) 	 The mission of the "anecdotalist l' is quite different from that 
of the writer of a "Memorandum for the President ' s File". 
A memo writer is assigned to sit in on each event which is 
not public Q. that is. each event at which the proceedings are0 



Page Two 

not recorded by the White House COlnrnunications Agency 
or covered by the press. An anecdotalist is assigned 
to every meeting, public and private, at which there n1ight 
occur a newsworthy item relating to the human side of the 
President. 

(2) 	 The memo writer is almost always a staff mClnber of the 
office having prime interest in the particular Presidential 
meeting or event. More often than not, he is the individual 
who prepared the briefing paper for the President and who 
is most familiar with the purpose and background, and with 
the subject to be discussed. Although it is true that he too 
should be alert to color, tone and mood, his chief concern 
is substance ••• " and in mentally noting commitments rnade 
by either the President or his visitors so that he can take 
whatever follow-up action might be necessary. The anec­
dotalist, on the other hand, is somewhat special. He is 
one who has the ability to observe more closely than most, 
and to instantly recognize lithe little thingsll -- the witticisms 
and catch-phrases, the expressions, the poignant InOlnents .•• 
all of which when occurring in the Presidential environment 
reveal in a variety of ways the warm and generous and hunlan 
side of the man who serves as President. And what he 
captures, the anecdotalist can tell and write about descrip­
tively. 

(3) 	 It is important for both the nlemo writers and the anecdotalists 
to get their reports on paper immediately (while events are 
still fresh in their minds) so that little or nothing of signi­
ficance is lost. The report of the memo writer is then sent 
through the Staff Secretary to the President! s Personal File 
where in all probability it will remain unseen until the end 
of the Administration when historical records are reviewed 
and pieced together. The color report of the anecdotalist 
is destined also for its chronlogical niche in the President's 
Personal File, but in almost all cases the information which 
it bears must be moved without delay by way of our news 
media outlets (Mes sr s. Safire, Buchanan and Shumway ••. 
and in press conferences and speeches of their own, Messrs. 
Finch, Rumsfeld, Klein and Ziegler) to the eyes and ears 
of the American public. 



(4) 	 Finally, I should list the names of currently designated 
"anecdotalists" and "outlets". 

Anecdotalists (or Color Writers) 

Mr. Finch 
Mr. Rumsfeld 
Mr. Klein 
Mr. Safire 
Mr. Buchanan 
Mr. Koch 
Mr. Moore 
Mr. Huebner 

Outlets to the News Media 

Mr. Finch 
Mr. Rumsfeld 
Mr. Klein 
Mr. Ziegler 
Mr. Safire 
Mr. Buchanan 
Mr. Shumway 

Each anecdotalist, or color writer, will receive advance 
notice from the appointments office informing him of the 
times and dates of the meetings, conferences, cerernonies 
and 	social functions he is to attend. If it will be impossible 
for 	hin1 to attend because of a higher priority commitrnent, 
he need only make thdt fact known to the appointlnents 
office (usually Steve Bull or Mrs. Beverly Kaye) right away 
so that another member of the Ilanecdotalist poolll can be 
assigned to cover the activity. 

Here then are the procedures to be followed: 

(1) 	 At the termination of the event being covered -- assurn.ing 
something occurred worth reporting - - the anecdotalist 
should go directly to the office of either the Press Secretary 
or the Deputy Press Secretary and describe orally what 
happened or what was said. This person-to-person report 
should be made by the anecdotalist enroute back to his own 
office, not at a later time. This is the first step, and one 
of the rrlOst important. 



(2) 	 Again, assuming that an anecdote or two are picked up, 
the anecdotalist must next record it (or them) on paper. 
He should do this in his own style, being as brief or as 
elaborate as he, himself, thinks appropriate. 

(3) 	 Then, on that sam.e sheet of paper, he should add these two 
bits of information: 

a} 	 What he plans to do with the item to help get it out 
(if he feels that he can contribute). 

b} 	 What he thinks others might be able to do with the 
particular item(s}, i. e. what special actions he 
recommends ••• if any. 

NOTE: It may well be that what 0 ccurred in the 
meeting or at the ceremony, or whatever, is 
something which should not be disselninated right 
away, but saved -- perhaps for insertion later in 
a speech or a book. In most cases, however, the 
anecdotes should be rnoved out to the attention of the 
public that very day, or the next, via news reporters, 
TV comm.entators and columnists. 

(4) 	 Before the close of business on that same day, the "color 
report" -- typewritten or in longhand -- should be sent to 
the office of the Staff Secretary. He (the Staff Secretary) 
will get confidential copies to the seven persons listed above 
as Iloutlets", and they will take whatever actions they deem. 
appropriate. 

The setting forth of these procedures is not meant to preclude the application 
of changes at a later date. It would seem best, however, to work with 
this system., complying as best we can with these instructions, for at least 
4-6 weeks before considering any sort of major modification. 

Thank you. 


PERSONAL CONFIDENTIAL 




MEMORANDUM "-­

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 1, 1971 

FOR: 	 WILLIAM SAFIRE 
NOEL KOCH 
RICHARD MOORE 

FROM: 	 STEPHEN BULL a 
RE: 	 Color Reports for Presidential Meetings ­

Tuesday, February 2, 1971 

You are requested to sit in on the following Presidential events 
scheduled for Tuesday, February 2: 

Noel Koch 	 Prayer Breakfast - Washington Hilton ­
8:00 a. m. 

W. 	Safire Cabinet Meeting - 10:00 a.m. 
Sub-Cabinet Meeting - East Room ­

Richard Moore -	 Open Door Hour - 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

Evening: at the 	White House ­
8:30 p. m. 

cc: J. Brown 
A. Butterfield 
R. Ziegler 
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NEMOBANDUW roJl; 	 141\. ALEX BUTTERFIELD 
Wlt. DWKiHT CHAPIN 

,-aOMt H. I.. HALDEJ.U.N 

1 .,ne with Bull t ....lc proceftn1 .............. N ......cliq t.be 
a••l.pm4tat of ...cdotall..... l...w. Iao......r. lOut t...a•• 
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1. 	 Alex ButterfleW 1. to •••_ fiDal n.poaal1tUlty 

fo .. tae ......... 01 _cd.otallat.. for aU upc:8ll1bl. 
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1'........ to rtrri.... the ...ta....o la your ZrOO p. m.. 
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February 2, 1971 

D BUCHANAN- " 
Do HERSHFIELD 

..L...t Q HUEBNER 

N" KOCH 

W. SP:..FIRE 
R. MOORE 

FRON!: ALEXANDER BUrTERFIELD 

Anecdotal Reports of Presidential Activities 

procedure for a staff member to sit in on a Presidential 
or event and take notes for a subsequent report that he will pre­

__ ::."::.'S on the content of the event. This TTMer.norandum for the President~s 
::C-'::.~SG ,I is usually limited to the substance of the lneeting and serves as an 

IOi: the staff memb'er to follow up on items that came under discussion. 

3ecause the staff member limits himself mainly to substance, some 
c:.:..•.,;:: interesting and hnportant non-substantive aspects that would 
cc '/e~~v vaiuable were they known to the public, have gone unreported" 

it was recoml'nended that the best way to fill this gap 
\iC ~o have an additional person sit in on most Presidential events 
"::.0:::' r;:.e sole purpose of noting the human side of the meeting.. During the 

weclc that we have been operating this program, we have refer::ed 
pe:rSO~1 in as an llanecdotalist lT • However, 'lanecdotaEstll 

rnisleading since it cannotes only humor and suggests that 
should be looking only for humorous items o 7he objective 

e2.Tciiy the hurnan side, which would include humor, but also the 
the atdtuaes~ tone, color and these other rather nebulous COl'l ­

~h2.:: contribute to a better understanding of the President ar~d 
activities" There will be :meetings when the color reporter 

t) will emerge with the conclusion that there is nothing of 
::"'.i:1CE; to report" This is fine and should be reported exactly like 

However> we will have covered the meeting thoroughly. 
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s \/ich z.ny program, a certain procedure will have to be established, 
1.:;-u.1:: :.::1 the case of color reporting the atternpt is to keep it as simple 
z.s pas sible. Underlying the procedure are three basic premises: 

Pers ons qualified to act as color reporters are a 
?ccial breed who have not only the ability to recognize a 

Ilnuggetfl of significant interest but can articulate it in a 
succir~ct and relevant manner after the event. 

2. 	 The nugget is of value only when it is releas ed through 

a workable outlet. 


3., 	 Tb.c et may be equally, if not ITlore, valuable to anotr.Ler 
outlet on the staff as it is to individual who identified it 
c.u:i:ing the event. 

:~~ view of the above, the following is the procedure we would like to 

-j . 	 R rt orally and il'nmediately to the Press Secretary or 
Deputy s Secretary on what transpired as interpreted by 
Z.1":. anecdotalist. This report to the Press Secretary will 
?cveal specifically what it is that the anecdotalist will be 
l'cleasing .. 

?:repare a brief report (typewritten or handwritten) outlining, 
, or identifying the following: 

(a) The anecdote (nugget) (item) (etc .. ).. 

(b) 'i,A/hat you have done to date with this item, 
e. g., told the Press Secretary.,,; 

(c) 	 W you to do, e. g., drop it casually to a 
reporter at lunch the next day. Perhaps you plan 
to do nothing at 

(cl) 	 Special instructions, e. g., hold for exclusive us e. 



- 3 ­

report to the Staff Sec:;:etary 1.:;y the close of 
C-Ci,S illes s on sarne day for a ~norning meeting, and by noon 
-C~lc Lex";;. C2ay for an afternoon nleeting or evening event" He 
in t\].:::n will distrioute copies to the other color reporters and 
v s so tnat they may make use of the nuggets you have un­
covered and, proviclecl that you have not placed restrictions 
en under ::special instructior.s: ' , will feel free to release, 
?lug, or push the item in whateve1.' mannel: they may choose M 

The essees of this memorandum are considered to be qualified 
Ilcolo r reI)Qrters ll , and will be called upon iron'l time to time to sit 
L: 	0:1 ana. perfornl the duties scribed above.. Tne following 

are considered to be appropriate II outlets II and, although 
duties prohibit their functioning as color reporters, color 

:;:o:)or;;:5 will be channeled to them by the Staff Secretary for their us e; 

Eerbert Klein 

Ronald Ziegler 

De Van Shunlway· 


of ::he co~or reporter to a nleeting or event will be made 
~;~C; '~)ointrr~ents Office, and every effort will be made to make the 

as well in advance as possible, For those public events 
1J. the President delivers formal renlarks. the color reporter 

individual who has worked on the preparation of 
Other assignments will be made in accordance 

wi-::n the n2::.:ure of the meeting, the availability of the color reporter. etc. 
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FROM: r.rv~ IGHT L. CHAPIN 

Anocuot;1.1 Rcpcrt,$ ()! Prc:sifle:rticJ. Act~vHJc5---------...-,-------	 ­~""'-'~'.' ... 

It is stanJal.'d pl'ccctiure for a obS! r.:::1Nnbnr to sit in en a Pl·eGldH1.ti'1.1 
moeting or ~vent nnd. t;;lb~ notes f.!:)'J: a su.b:cquer:at l"cPOl't tblt il.~ ,,",'ill P!'('c­
~"!ll·O on tb.e conlcl1t 0-£ tl1(I ~vent. l'l~is lt~v!erYlol·c.~~J:u.nl 1('}J:' tJ::.c r:'~,resi-rl~:n~'t; 

F'iles H is usu<\l1y Hmlt';!d to the t>t.l.~$ta1'lce of the rn~(;tlr:'J n.11d ue:;:V,':;3 c;!} ::~~ 

~ld {o,.. the: staf! :n'lc4'1bor to [~)llo"{! t:lp on. itcrna that cur.no und0:r dlscUS8.bn. 

Because the Gtafr l'n(lmber UlyJb) hirnseH rn~inly to rtl.!bsbnce t son-;,c, 
C,·t ... ""u".. "'Iv ; -I,·","""c •. t..,,.. ... ,.,;! in,,, .... h -,." ~" ~'O~ " ..hoC' t'" ,,<>. r'~"e ... "~),, .... I... I, ~,~ r· ,,-•.,~, 1,1-,!~ .~",.$~;(~ # ....w.\-v-l..""' ..."''*.&..1.'''.:.:, 0.-.+.......,. -f_,J.Jl..-J:'J'.&"';;~'-i.~ -i.'_ .t~-""'~"""_>"''''1:r{,.t·~,J,-t..J.,''<i iAH.,,;,.. -...,,1fwt.£' tJ,,,.\<;;"'\,,, ..',\.., ... ,;..~-

4bo ve~r.y v~lu.able V1C1 :C; th(;:y hnO\'n:l to. the 1?ubHe~ have i~m~0 Ut1.1·Q:F)rtc:\~. 


Conseq\l-onHy. it WaS T{!C Ul1.lt tIlt; best v/:;)'Y to flU ti:li'7i gnp 

v,n:mld. be to h~"Ie ~..'1 4\<!ditioa:hL p.Jl'fJOn sit in on rrl~t$t Pl'e~;.ld{.;'\nt.bl evel'~'J 


for the sole Ft'.l"PO::i¢ of notin3 the 'human 5ic1{~ C'l the Jl10t.;~. ~t'/;c .. 

dotaU':ft WC,A1W_&rn 1!JJ1)!!e,1f g~!1i;;:;:,aIly \'l:!itti);.pn:::, colo" ,~o::lcl~[';rGunc1)~'~- ttL' 

and eub!?ltnn~ 1lft1tt(:lG to the £h'sl th.r.cc.(lIAt the ccrlclut.lon. of th~ ""'" / 

rneeUng, it itflhe re!:tponsl1}lHty or th\;:} al.H~cdott\HJt to do 0. .m,1.rnb~r of 

thif"·f<s • 


1. ··"R~por~~bte11 to the Pre•• Secretary 0" Do"uty Pre•.• Sccrd""y 
on w-ht<t t,t'anspbcd as interproted by <:m anecdotalist. 'l'his r~pt.)1.'t 
to ths Pl'CSS Secretary \::t111 reveal f.iP~C!.!iC:\.U,y ,·...h:).t; H 15 the':t the 
t\r.ccdot~Hct will be l'olc;1.sinZ. 

2. 	 It is the personal an:! immcdbte l'ecpo7!!3ibiltty or the anocdctnlist 
to iuauro th.:'l.t those it(>n~s or intt:rc!lt a;;";i! approprit'.t::-ly disl:'J!:;in:;.tc:J. 

, to the pl,;).,:l1iC. The anecdot~li):;t r;-:......y U.:;i;l a v.a.d.;:~y of lr~,:~ns, Includns 
cont(,.!-CH~.£~ COt..lilH~lsts direcH:r, rcqucnting an admin.Jetr':l.tion fJp0!:cl:a:-t4'1.n 
to inchl:le the event in a public zpell:ch or ap&~::;:'\'l"~.ncc he is abcut t.;) In::~ke. 
or something or this n:.ture.. '1'he Pl'cas Secl."ctary :::nd. tho Cfiice o! 

i 
I 

I 


I 
I 
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http:Pl'e~;.ld{.;'\nt.bl
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-2­

th~!!: Di,,'tdi'::i' of CCil,r.:'".udG::.tic!1:l c~n pr...:t':ide i.nJortnuHon "',vith. regard 
to ,:.:htct n-:<'~L;.bc~s or the A(2tuini,zt.ration or p:;,.rty ar~ p::u1:icipating 1.'1. 
O\'tt"ide events. 

3. 	 A report GhouH hc\vriacn. imn-:.cdiately and Gubr::::-:.itte--J to Alex Butterfield 
within, 2,1 hotll'S on Wh:lt trarlsl)ir(';d clurir:z the meeting ironl ttn <'lnecdoto,litlt 
poir;t of view. Tho~e rCp'~l.'t3 $c·rvc not ouly as II histodc~l i:ecord. but 
frequently are .r~qucstod by tho Presi.dcnt for his perusal. 

As a gen.el·al coarco, the anccdctaH.ztz will be lic.1itcd to the addressees of 
thi.s memoral1~.h.m' bcct-ll13e recogul.d.ng geed anecdotes and dhHicnlin~ting 
th~rn to tha ptlbUc rcqub.'es a special 01::111 pos3css{"d by vcry lew ~'eople. 
For th·;! moat part, Bill Safire and Dick ',{oi,j!."e will cf'J-rry th~ great burden 
of til.is ~nccdot(ll proz).*:;:n.11. but en occaalcna the speechwritf;r reilpon13iblo 
!m", P1.·cP.2rlug ::n.;f.me:nf;cd remarks t01" the Pl.·(;)sidCllt \vill serve in the 
:!t;,ccdot~l..list c<:'.t'lt:'.city.. r:very effort v.'ill b~ made by tho Appointmenta 
C ~;:::c to notify the u!:.,':;cdo;:t::.1iot w'cl1 in O,uvancc so thd: he Bl;';:'1 pIn!l his 
ucb:;:dd(~ ac:cordiJ::rr1y. AdditiQl1oll;r. every effort \Vnl bo l'll:tde to notify 
~h';;; ;:u!.;;cJc!;albt by nw::rr:.ol"and,u":O.. of tho ¢vent. he is c::pectcd to Covel". 

" 
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I. 

I 

http:proz).*:;:n.11
http:recogul.d.ng


l\1EMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 16, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR: H. Ro HALDEMAN 

VIA: DWIGHT L .. CHAPIN 

FROM: STEPHEN BULL a 
RE: Procedure for As signment of Anecdotalist 

There is currently in effect a system operated by Alex Butterfield 
whereby a staff member is assigned to each meeting to sit in and then 
write a memorandum for the Presidentts files regarding what transpired. 
Mr .. Butterfield's office keeps records of those meetings requiring a 
memorandum and follows up to insure that the memos are received.. 
The Staff Secretary J through use of the Action Memo, is the initiator 
for requesting the memo for the Presidentts files. 

Presumably, the anecdotalist1s report should be something separate 
from the staff member's substantive report, and there are only a limited 
number of people on the staff qualified to write a good anecdotalist1s 
report. 

1. Eligible Anecdotalists 

The people to be used as anecdotalists are as follows: 

Bill Safire - large meetings such as Cabinet Meetings, 
meetings with outside groups, and all economic 
meetings (where an anecdotalist is permitted) 
because of BilPs expertise in the area of economics. 

Dick Moore - smaller type meetings in the President's office 
and such events as visits to the Washingtor: Horne for 
the Incurables. 

Speechwriters - any public event for which the individual 
speechwriter wrote the Presidential remarks. 
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Alex Butterfield - a substitute or backup anecdotalist who 
would fill in when the assigned anecdotalist fails to 
show up_ 

2. Method of Assignm.ent 

There are three variations of the President's schedule.. The most 
complete one has an extremely limited distribt:j.tion and is given to the 
following: 

President's EOB Office 

Manolo Sanchez 

Stephen Bull 

Alex Butterfield 

John Brown 

Dwight Chapin 

H. R. Haldeman 

Larry Higby 

Hugh Sloan 

Rose Woods 

Ron Ziegler 


The extreme left ..hand column indicates the startiLg time for each 
meeting. Immediately below the starting time will be listed the name 
of the anecdotalist" When there is to be no anecdotalist, the word ItNone l1 

will be inserted in place of the nam.e., As is generally the procedure, 
the daily schedule is submitted to Dwight Chapin for approval. One of 
the items that he will review is the assignment of an anecdotalist. He will 
not be making the assignment, however, but insuring that the anecdotaHsts 
have been properly assigned" 

3. S e 1c-;;.;c,,-t::.;i:.;;o:.;;n,,--_o_f_A_n_e_cd otaIis t s 

At the 2:00 p.m. ITleeting held cach day in Mr.. Butterfield's office, 
one of the iteITls to be reviewed will be the anecdotalists. In addition to 
receiving 1\.1r. Butterfield's guidance on the assignm.ent of an anecdotalist, 
this discussion will serve as a second backstop to insure that an anecdotalist 
has been as signed. As a general guideline, an anecdotalist will be assigned 
in accordance with the areas of expertise listed above, and for all meetings 
except those of a very confidential nature, staff meetings, and ones in which 
the President does not wish to have anyone present. 
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4.. Indication to President of Anecdotalist 

On the President! s desk calendar, right below the starting time 
of the meeting, the name of the anecdotalist will be indicated. If the 
President should decide that he does not wish to have an anecdotalist, 
or the assigned anecdotalist present, we will be flexible enough to make 
appropriate changes on a last minute basis. 

5. Notification of Assignment for Anecdotalist 

As much in advance as pos sible, I will give verbal notification to 
the principal anecdotalist (Bill Safire and Dick Moore) of the possibility 
of assignments to a specific meeting. Following the 2:00 p. m. meeting 
with Mr. Butterfield, and upon receiving approval of the specific assign­
ment of the anecdotalist on the limited distribution schedule submitted to 
Mr. Chapin, I will send a brief memo to each anecdotalist advising him 
of the meeting to which he is assigned the following day. A carbon copy 
of the assignment will be sent to John Brown for Staff Secretary follow-up, 
Alex Butterfield for information, and Ron Ziegler for notification of the 
identity of the anecdotalis t. 

6. ApEropriate Follow-Up by the Anecdotalist 

Following any meeting attended by an anecdotalist, it will be the 
responsibility of the assigned anecdotalist to report to the Press Secretary 
or the Deputy Pres s Secretary on what transpired during the meeting. 
If something of significance or public interest occurred, the Pres's Secretary 
has the option of taking a verbal report immediately from the anecdotalist 
and relaying it to the Pres s, or waiting for the written report submitted 
to the Staff Secretary not more than 24 hours after the meeting. Should 
for some reason the anecdotalist fail to report to the Press Office, the 
Press Secretary, having been previously notified by copy of the memorandum 
assigning the anecdotalist, can contact the anecdotalisthimself to check if 
anything happened of particular interest or significance. However, emphasis 
will have to be placed on the res ponsibility of the anecdotalist to contact the 
Press Secretary rather than the opposite. 

cc: Alexander Butterfield 



MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 31, 1970 

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. STEPHEN B. BULL 

FROM: 	 DWIGHT L. CHAPI~ 
We are not covering ourselves well on the anecdotalist. 
For example, the other day there was no one in at the time 
that the President had the young men from Boys Town. We 
also slipped up by not having an anecdotalist in when the 
President met with the Jewish leaders yesterday. 

Without fail, we must have someone in acting as the 
anecdotalist at all times. The two men who are to be used 
most extensively are Safire and Moore. Safire is to be 
used more for group-type meetings and not for individual­
type meetings. Moore is okay for individual-type meetings 
and so is Alex Butterfield. 

When a group comes in at the last minute as the Jewish 
leaders did yesterday, then I guess our best course of 
action is to get in touch with Alex immediately and just 
have him step in and act as the anecdotalist. 

As you know, every day Harriet prepares a draft schedule 
for me which you review and then I approve. From now on, 
I am going to ask Harriet to make a xerox copy of the draft 
schedule to be sent to you for review. When you are 
reviewing it, please indicate by each meeting or appointment 
who the anecdotalist will be. That way I can look over how 
you have them as signed and what events are being covered or 
are not being covered. This may act as some insurance 
against the slip-ups which we have encountered recently. 

If at any time the anecdotalist assigned does not show up for the 
particular meeting, then Alex should be told immediately so that 
he can step in and fill the void. 

cc: 	 Mr. Butterfield 
Miss Elam 



MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 30, 1970 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ~. JOHN R. BROWN, III 
/MR. STEPHEN B. BULL 

FROM: 	 ALEXANDER P. BUTTERFIELD ~I 
SUBJECT: 	 Selecting Anecdotalists for Presidential 

Meetings 

The President said today that Bill Safire should serve as an 
anecdotalist only in the fairly large meetings -- never in those 
which involve only one, two or three guests. 



MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 15, 1970 

MEMORANDUM FOR: STEVE BULL f1...t­
FROM: DWIGHT CHAPI~ 

Attached you will find a memorandum to Bill Safire. 

Bill, Dick Moore, and one or two others will be sitting 
in on all meetings which the Pre sident has in the future 
per the attached memorandum. 

It is your responsibility to see that we have an anecdotalist 
assigned for every meeting. I will have to work closely 
with you on this. Once you've read these memoes, let's 
sit down and discuss the procedure which we can follow. 

Thank you. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W.'\.!!IXNOTON 

December 15, 1970 

MEMORANDUM FOR: BILL SAFIRE 

FROM: 	 DWIGHT CHAPIN 

The President has stated that for virtually all meetings which he holds, 
except naturally those that are private head-to-head sessions, and 
absolutely for all public functions, all dinners, etc., there is to be an 
assigned anecdotalist in attendance. We will be using you for this assign­
ment, as well as Dick Moore when available, and as time moves on, one 
or two others. 

You should plan on sitting in on the meetings to which you are assigne d as 
a participant but obviously should not speak up unless called upon. The 
President has asked that you not take notes but should be very alert to the 
opportunities for a warm human interest story coming out of the meeting, 
and then should move on your own initiative afterwards to get that story 
planted in a good place. Obviously, Ron Ziegler and Herb Klein should be 
kept posted on what you are planting and who you are planting it with. 

Another purpose of your sitting in on the meeting will be to. work with Ron 
Ziegler immediately after the session to see that the proper line is estab­
lished. This would include your spending two or three minutes briefing 
whoever it may be that would be appearing before the press corps or who­
ever is assigned to talk to some reporters. I am sure you get the point. 

In addition to the above, it will also be your responsibility to write up a 
brief memo for the President l s file regarding the human interest angle, 
not the substantive part of the meeting. 

As we discus sed this morning, my office will see that you are notified as 
to what meetings you should sit in on. Steve Bull will be charged with the 
responsibility of alerting you as far in advance as possible so that you can 
adjust your schedule accordingly. Alex Butterfield will be working with 
you to insure that we get the followup memo for the President l s file. 

CC: 	 Alex Butterfield 

Steve Bull 



