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WASHINGTON

May 18, 1970

PERSONAL
MEMORANDUM FOR: MEMBERS OF THE CABINET
SUBIEGT: Results of Newsweek Poll

(May 13 and 14)

A Newsweek poll conducted by the Gallup Organization last
week revealed that despite widely publicized criticism of

the President by college students, academic leaders, liberal
politicians and commentators .

-- 65% of the American electorate is satisfied with
the way he is handling his job as President

-- 50% approve of his Cambodia decision

-- 58% believe the demonstrating students were primarily
responsible for the Kent State tragedy, and

-- 46% approve of Vice President Agnew's stand on
dissenters and student protesters.

Details of the poll are attached.

bS]

Deputy Assistant to tHe President

PERSONAL
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A Newsweek Poll:
Mr. Nixon Holds Up

Even atter the Cambodian invasion
and the killings at Kent State Uni-
versity, the “silent majority” appears to
be alive and well in Richard Nixon’s
corner. A Newsweek Poll conducted by
The Callup Organization last week sug-
gests that—despite the recent intense
criticism of the President by college
students and academic leaders and by
liberal politicians and commentators—
Mr. Nixon’s standing with the electorate
remains undamaged. The poll indicates
that Americans find Mr. Nixon’s conduct
of the Presidency “satisfactory” by bet-
ter than 2 to 1, that 50 per cent favor
the Cambodian operation and 39 per
cent oppose- it, that a strikingly large
majority is far more willing to blame
student demonstrators than National
Guardsmen for the deaths of four stu-
dents at Kent State, and that Vice Pres-
ident Spiro Agnew’s rhetoric about dis-
senters still enjoys the approval of a
silent plurality if not a majority.

To get swift results, the survey was

conducted by telephone on May 13 and
14 and covered a scientifically selected
national sampling of 517 persons.*

Although the poll gave the President
majority approval of his decision to send
U.S. troops into Cambodia, the favorable
rating was by no means as high as some
opinion experts have come to expect
after dramatic strokes of U.S. military
power, when Americans have a tendency
to rally round the President. Iollowing
the air raids on North Vietnam that Pres-
ident Johnson ordered in 1965, for ex-
ample, public approval (as measured by
Louis Harris) soared to 83 per cent. And
69 per cent (polled by Oliver Quayle)
favored the entry of U.S. troops into the
Dominican Republic.

Women were far more dovish than
men on the Cambodian issue. They op-
posed the President’s action, 49 to 37
per cent, while men supported it, 63 to
30. Women also tended to be distinctly
less enthusiastic about the Vice Presi-
dent’s speeches on dissent: in a near
even split (37 to 35 per cent), they
approved the Veep’s line, whereas men

#Telephone surveys, it should be noted, contain a
slight built-in bias—about two percentage points, in
this case—in favor of Republicans, since non-telephone
houscholds are necessarily omitted from the sample
and these tend to be low-income and Democratic.

applauded him by a margin of more
than 2 to 1. Young people, too, were
predictably more skeptical of the Ad-
ministration than their elders, but even
in the 21-34 age bracket, 55 per cent
gave the President a favorable rating
and 49 per cent approved of Cambodia.
And if youth was by no means arrayed
entirely on the left, neither were blue-
collar workers all to the right: those

“without a high-school education came

down hard against Mr. Nixon’s Cambo-
dian policy. A hefty 56 per cent opposed
it, and only 26 per cent approved.

The question on the Kent State killings
produced an unusually high number of
“no opinions,” suggesting that the no-
opinion columu might harbor some peo-
ple with qualms about the guard’s be-
havior who were reluctant to say so
outright. It also seems likely that some of
those polled were suspending judgment
about who was most to blame until the
conflicting accounts of the shooting could
be cleared up. But even if all those with
no opinion were added to those who
pinned major responsibility on the Na-
tional Guard, a surprisingly strong ma-
jority of each group—by age, sex, educa-
tion and political party—put the main
blame on the protesters.

NIXON AS PRESIDENT

How satisfied are you with the
way Richard Nixon is handling
his job as President?*

Very satisfied
Fairly satisfied
Not too satisfied
Not at il satisfied

*undecided not shown

'U.S.TROOPS IN CAMBODIA

Do you approve or disapprove
of President Nixon's decision
to send American troops to
Cambodia? :

Approve
Disapprove
No opinion

The National Guard

WHO’S TO BLAME AT KENT
Who do you think was primarily

responsible for the deaths of
four students at Kent State

University?

Demonstrating students

No opinion

AGNEW’'S STAND

Do you approve or disapprove of
Agnew’s stand on dissenters and
student protesters?

Approve
Disapprove
No opinion

30
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 7, 1970

PERSONAL

MEMORANDUM FOR:

MEMBERS OF THE CABINET
SUBJECT: Briefing Material
In accordance with procedures outlined to you by telephone
earlier today, I am enclosing three separate papers -- one
on Cambodian operations, another on Youth Activities Nation-

wide, and a third on D, C. Activities.

I will continue to keep you abreast of U.S. troop successes in
Cambodia, and of youth activity developments.

& M&@vo @ﬂw&d

Alex der P. Butterfleld
Deputy Assistant to the President

Enclosures

PERSONAL
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CAMBODIAN OPERATIONS

Total Operations

Enemy KIA

POWs (Includes Detainees)
Individual Weapons
Crew Served Weapons .
Bunkers Destroyed

Rice

Man Months

Small Arms Ammunition
Mortar Rounds

Large Rocket Rounds
Smaller Rocket Rounds
Trucks

US KIA

N

il -p.ms CEDT), May 4, 1970

3209
670
3560
521
1381
1,910,500 1bs
42,455
982,941
1773
380
4415
125

37
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Rock Crusher (Parrot's Beak)

Enemy KIA’

POWs

Individual Weapons
Crew Served Weaﬁons
Bunkers Destroyed
Rice

Man Months

Smali Arms Ammunition
Mortar Rounds

Large Rocket Rounds
Smaller Rocket Rounds

US KIA

IGO0 pram.

2,050
632
1,385
220
706
243,000
5,400
157,017
875
365
4,375

mn

~—

(EDT), May 7, 1970
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Toan Thang 43 (Fish Hook)

Enemy KIA

POWs

Individual Weapons
Crew Served Weapons
Bunkers Destroyed
Rice

Man Months

Small Armé Ammunition
Mortar Rounds

Large Rocket Rounds
Smaller Rocket Rounds
Trucks

Gas Masks

Medical Supplies

US KIA

§:00 p.m.T CEDT) , May 7, Y970

987
24
2147
299
593
1,580,000
35,110
825,924
898
15
38
122
1100
24,000 1bs

23

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



Binh Tay 1 (Base Area 702)
Enemy KIA -
Rice

Man Months

Bunkers Destroyed

US KIA

Toan Thang 44 (Base Area 354)

Enemy KTA
Individual Weapons
Rice

Man Months
Bunkers'Destroyed

US KIA

Toan Thang 45 (Base Area 351)

Enemy KIA
Individual Weapons
Crew Served Weapons
Small Rockets
Tfucks

US KIA

Toan Thang 46 (Base Area 350)

Enemy KIA
Rice
Bunkers Destroyed

US KIA

B:0D pim, C(EDT}, May 7, 1970

33
29,500 1bs
611
21

<

9y
24
54,000

1,200

40

5
4,000 1bs

50
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES NATIONWIDE
(5:00 P,M, EDT, May 7, 1970)

It is estimated today that strike activities are occurring on
some 340 to 400 campuses throughout the nation. The smaller
figure (340)is being used by the College Press Service; the
larger figure (400) is being used by the Student Mobilization
Committee, a part of the New Mobilization Committee.

The strike activities vary from completely shutting down
college and university campuses to holding special classes
to protest the President's decision to attack North Viet-
namese supply depots along the Cambodia-South Vietnam
border. To cite just one example -- the Law School at
Wayne State University is conducting classes on "how to
impeach the President. "

A march in San Diego is planned by West Coast protesters,
Demonstrations are planned also at Stone Mountain, Georgia
and at the Governors' Conference in Santa Fe. The National
Student Association and the New Mobe predict that at least
30, 000 students will line H Street, N.W. in Washington,
D.C. on Saturday, May 9th ...in open violation of the Court's
order to use the Washington Monument grounds.

Two unclassified intelligence réports are attached,

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ACTIVITIES
(5:00 P. M. EDT, May 7, 1970)

Student and other youth groups wishing to assemble in
Washington, D, C. and demonstrate in protest of the
President's Cambodian action were granted a waiver

of the normal (Court-imposed), 15-day "'advance notice"
requirement .... and told that the Washington Monument
grounds would be made available., (This waiver was
granted by the D, C. Court Wednesday afternoon, May 6th.)
A speakers platform, communications equipment, and
sanitation facilities are being made available.

Negotiations with what there is of a Mobilization leadership
are currently being conducted by Graham Watt, Deputy
Mayor, and Ken Tapman, an attorney in the Solicitors
Office at the Department of the Interior,

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



RHIESW A FTFESHO U S E

WASHINGTON

May 7, 1970
: 8:00 a, m.
PIERSONATL
MEMORANDUM FOR: MEMBERS OF THE CABINET
Here is some background information on the Cambodian action -- all

drawn from recent briefings:

-- The decision to go into the North Vietnamese-occupied
sanctuaries in Cambodia was for the purpose not of
expanding the war into Cambodia but for the purpose of
ending thc war in Vietnam and protecting the lives of
450, 000 Americans who are stationed there. The deci-
sion was made under the Constitutional power and
responsibility of the President as Commander-in-Chief
to take measures for the defense of American men when
they come under attack any place in the world.

- == If we had done nothing, the North Vietnamese-occupied
sanctuaries would have been linked up’into a belt covering
the entire border area between Cambodia and South Viet-
nam -- with the result that after we pulled out our next
150,000 men (leaving by that time well less than half of
our ground combat strength of a year ago) the encemy
could have launched a massive attack, one which would
not only have risked American lives but destroyed the
pacification and Vietnamization programs, and over-run
Vietnam, In other words, the immediate decision was
whether to do something against the sanctuaries or face
up to the fact that we would have to withdraw, Doing
nothing would mean that we should withdraw all American

forces now to prevent the situation just described.

-~ The decision is limited both as to the extent of territory
it is to cover and as to the time involved, Our troops and
the South Vietnamese troops will go into Cambodia up to a
“maximum depth of 21 miles, In most cases, they have to

PERSONAL
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PIERSONAT,

go in only five to six miles. Most of the operations will
take 10-14 days to complete. The great majority of
American forces will be out of Cambodia by the middle

of June and all will be out by July lst at the latest, There
will be no American forces whatever in Cambodia after
‘that time because our operations will be completed.

-- These operations are directed primarily against North
Vietnamese materiel and logistics bases, not against
North Vietname se personnel. Of course, this does not
mean that no enemy troops will lose their lives. Already
some 2500 of the enemy have been killed ... and over
500 have been captured.

-- The weapons, the rice and the other logistic supplies
which we are uncovering and capturing have taken 4-5
months to come down the Ho Chi Minh trail. When one
adds. to that the 4 months of rainy season which will
begin in about 3 weeks, it becomes obvious that we
have bought precious time (9-10 months), time which
is absolutely essential for the success of our withdrawal
program. Ten months to a.year from now the ARVN
will be ready to take on more of the re sponsibility for
its own defense, It will be a formidable fighting force.

-- As a result of our program, these things have been
accomplished already:

- The enemy's timetable has been completely
disrupted and we have bought the precious
time necessary for the Vietnamization and

withdrawal programs to go forward, 2

- The withdrawal of 150,000 Americans over
the next yecar will go forward,

- American casualties will be reduced,

On this latter point, it is very important to
point out that already 3, 000 individual weapons
and over 200 crew scrved weapons have been
captured. More graphically it can be pointed

PERSONAIL
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PERSONAL

out that 600, 000 rounds of small arms
ammunition have been captured .., along
with 1039 mortar rounds and 3000 rockets.
The 600, 000 rounds of small arms ammuni-
tion could have and would have killed Ameri-

‘ " can men; the mortar rounds could have been
and would have been lobbed into our base
camps .... killing American men. The
rockets could have been and would have
been lobbed into our base camps and into
the cities of South Vietnam .... killing
Americans as well as Vietnamese., Every-
thing that we have captured in the way of
weapons has saved American lives and
Vietname se lives,

-- In the final analysis, this decision was made by the
President as Commander-in-Chief because of his
conclusion that failing to make it would endanger
the lives of American men, completely disrupt our
withdrawal program and inevitably result in an
ignominious defeat and precipitate withdrawal of
American forces from Vietnam.

r

-~  On the plus side -- and particularly on the diplomatic
side -~ it should be pointed out that the credibility of
American power in Vietnam as well as in other places
in the world has now been re-established, The Presi-
dent warned in his spceches of November 3, Decem-
ber 15 and April 20 that if the enemy took actions in
Cambodia, I.aos or North Vietnam which he considered

endangered American men, he would react strongly?
By his (the President's) reacting this way in Cambodia,
the enemy now knows that if he comes across the DMZ,

if he escalates our casualties in Vietnam, if he tries

to disrupt our withdrawal program ..,. (with Cambodia
no longer a privileged sanctuary) he will encounter many
serious problems in other parts of his long {ront., IFor
the past five years, great nations as well as small
nations have had scrious doubt that any American
President would have the will to use his Executive
powers for the defensc of U.S. interests. Now that
. doubt has been dispelled. This docs not mean that we
will become engaged in more conflicts; but rather, that
we will defer conflicts. In this respect, the lesson of
Koreca comes to mind.

]-)Eliﬁg_)_l_\'m/\_],; Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



PIERSONATL,

-- To make some fairly hard-hitting points, you can say
very bluntly:

- "Look, you can vote against the war in
Vietnam and vote against the war in
Cambodia, but there are 450, 000 Ameri-
can men there, so don't tie the hands of
our Commander-in-Chief, If you do, then
you must assume responsibility for their
lives .... rather than leaving such respon-
sibility, and the decisions connected with
it, to him. .

- "Don't stab our men in the back while they
are fighting for this country in Vietnam.

- "Don't take any actions on the floor of
Congress which will give aid and comfort
to the enemy and encourage that enemy to
launch more offensives and kill more
Americans, "

. == One final poin% that should be made concerns public
reaction. You can and should point out that the Gallup
Poll indicated the American people favored the Presi-
dent's policy 51% to 35%; that the CBS poll showed
62% of the people favored the President's move in
Cambodia; that the Chilton Rescarch Poll, with over
1000 samples taken immediately after the speech on
Friday, showed 65% of the American pcople favored
the action taken by the President in Cambodia,

-

--  You should put squarely on the back of the Congress
responsibility for risking American lives and responsi-
bility for an ‘ignorni.nious American defeat if it succeeds
in tieing the President's hands through a Congressional
appropriation route.

--  You should lean hard on the fact that this decision
rejected our getting pulled into another war in Cambodia,

PIERSONAL
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PERSONAIL

PIERSON/

It rejected also a huge arms program for Cambodia., It
rejected sending American men in to defend Cambodia,
What we are protecting are American men w hose lives
are threatened by an enemy perched in privileged North
Vietnamese-occupicd sanctuaries along South Vietnam's
borders with Cambodia and Laos.

K (mk il\h\\

1«'.\ J
Alexan er P. Butterfiéld
Deputy Assistant to the 1(3r'>s ident

VT
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

b May 7, 1970
/ 8:00% .,
PERSONAL
TMEMORANDUM FOR: MEMBERS OF THE CABINET
Here is some background information on the Cambodian action -- all

drawn from rece. t briefings:

-- The decision to go into the North Vietnamese-occupied
sanctuaries in Cambodia was for the purpose not of
expanding the war into Cambodia but for the purpose of
ending the war in Vietnam and protecting the lives of
450,000 Americans who are stationed there. The deci-
sion was made under the Constitutional power and
responsibility of the President as Commander-in-Chief
to take measures for the defense of American men when
they corne under attack any place in the world.

- == If we had done nothing, the North Vietnamese-occupied
sanctuaries would have been linked up’into a belt covering
the entire border area between Cambodia and South Viet-
nam ~- with the result that after we pulled out our next
150,000 men (leaving by that time well less than half of
our ground combat strength of a year ago) the enemy
could have launched a massive attack, one which would
not only have risked American lives but destroyed the
pacification and Vietnamization programs, and over-run
Vietnam. In other words, the immediate decision ;vas

whether to do something against the sanctuaries or face
up to the fact that we would have to withdraw. Doing
nothing would mean that we should withdraw all American
forces now to prevent the situation just described,

-- The decision is limited both as to the extent of territory
it is to cover ‘and as to the time involved, Our troops and
the South Vietnamese troops will go into Cambodia up to a
maximum depth of 21 miles. In most cases, they have to

PERSONAI,
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go in only five to six miles. Most of the operations will
take 10-14 days to complete. The great majority of

American forces will be out of Cambodia by the middle

of June and all will be out by July 1st at the latest. There

will be no American forces whatever in Cambodia after
that time because our operations will be completed.

-- These operations are directed primarily against North
Vietnamese materiel and logistics bases, not against
North Vietname se personnel. Of course, this does not
mean that no enemy troops will lose their lives, Already
some 2500 of the enemy have been killed ... and over
500 have been captured.

-- The weapons, the rice and the other logistic supplies
which we are uncovering and capturing have taken 4-5
1 onths to come down the Ho Chi Minh trail. When one
adds. to that the 4 months of rainy season which will
begin in about 3 weeks, it becomes obvious that we
have bought precious time (9-10 months), time which
is absolutely essential for the success of our withdrawal
program. Ten months to a year from now the ARVN
will be ready to take on more of the responsibility for

its own defense. It will be a formidable fighting force.

-- As a result of our program, these things have been
accomplished already:

- The enemy's timetable has been completely
disrupted and we have bought the precious
time necessary for the Vietnamization and

withdrawal programs to go forward. "

- The withdrawal of 150,000 Americans over
the next year will go forward,

- American casualties will be reduced.

On this latter point, it is very important to
point out that already 3, 000 individual weapons
and over 200 crew served weapons have been
captured. More graphically it can be pointed

PERSONAL
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out that 600, 000 rounds of small arms
ammunition have been captured ... along
with 1039 mortar rounds and 3000 rockets,
The 600, 000 rounds of small arms arnmuni-
tion could have and would have killed Ameri-
can men; the mortar rounds could have been
and would have been lobbed into our base
camps .... killing American men. The
rockets could have been and would have
been lobbed into our base camps and into
the cities of South Vietnam .... killing
Americans s well as Vietnamese. Every-
thing that we have captured in the way of
weapons has saved American lives and
Vietname se lives,

-- In the final analysis, this dec’sion was made by the
President as Commander-in-Chief because of his
conclusion that failing to make it would endanger
the lives of American men, completely disrupt our
withdrawal program and inevitably result in an
ignominious defeat and precipitate withdrawal of
American forces from Vietnam,

-~ On the plus side -~ and particularly on the diplomatic
side ~- it should be pointed out that the credibility of
American power in Vietnam as well as in other places
in the world has now been re-established, The Presi-
dent warned in his speceches of November 3, Decem-
ber 15 and April 20 that if the enemy took actions in
Cambodia, Laos or North Vietnam which he considered

endangered American men, he would react strongly?
By his (the President's) reacting this way in Cambodia,
the enemy now knows that if he comes across the DMZ,

if he escalates our casualties in Vietnam, if he tries

to disrupt our withdrawal program .... (with Cambodia
no longer a privileged sanctuary) he will encounter many
serious problems in other parts of his long front, For
the past {ive years, great nations as well as small
nations have had serious doubt that any American
President would have the will to use his Executive
powers for the defense of U.S. interests. Now that
~doubt has been dispelled, This does not mean that we
will become engaged in more conflicts; but rather, that
we will deter conflicts. In this respect, the lesson of
Koreca comes to mind.

PERSONAL
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-- To make some fairly hard-hitting points, you can say
very bluntly:

= "Look, you can vote against the war in
Vietnam and vote against the war in
Cambodia, but there are 450, 000 Ameri-
can men there, so don't tie the hands of
our Commander-in-Chief., If you do, then
you must assume responsibility for their
lives ,... rather than leaving such respon-
sibility, and the decisions connected with
1t, to him,

- "Don't stab our men in the back while they
are fighting for this country in Vietnam.

- "Don't take any actions on the floor of
Congress which will give aid and comfort
to the enemy and encourage that enemy to
launch more cfifensives and kill more

Americans, "

. == One final point that should be made concerns public
reaction., You can and should point out that the Gallup
Poll indicated the American people favored the Presi-
dent's policy 51% to 35%; that the CBS poll showed
62% of the people favored the President's move in
Cambodia; that the Chilton Research Poll, with over
1000 samples taken immediately after the speech on
Friday, showed 65% of the American people favored
the action taken by the President in Cambodia.

-- You should put squarely on the back of the Congress
responsibility for risking American lives and responsi-
bility for an .ignominious American defeat if it succeeds
in tieing the President's hands through a Congressional
appropriation route.

«= «You should lean hard on the fact that this decision
rejected our getting pulled into another war in Cambodia.

PERSONAL
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It rejected also a huge arms program for Cambodia. It
rejected sending American men in to defend Cambodia.
What we are protecting are American men whose lives
are threatened by an enemy perched in privileged North
Vietnamese-occupied sanctuaries along South Vietnam's
borders with Cambodia and Laos.

I, e L8l A

Alexander P. But terfzel

/
Deputy Assistant to the 1(3,1~‘::51den’c

PERSONAL
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1970
10:00 a.m.

PERSONAL

MEMORANDUM FOR:
MEMBERS OF THE CABINET

SUBJECT: Briefing Material

Here is the latest report on U.S. troop successes in

Cambodia.
&\(&MEMP- § mw
Alexander P. uttegfield
Deputy Assistant to the President
Attachment
PERSONAL
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CAMBODIAN OPERATIONS

0700 (EDT) May 8, 1970

fotal Operations

Enemy KIA 3,506
POWs (Includes Detainees) 381
Individual Weapons 1,260
'Crew Served Weapons 625
Bunkers Destroyed 1,642
Rice 1,976,000
Man Months | - 43,653
Small Arms Ammunition : 1,133,291
ok P o 1,029,583
Machine Gun Ammunition-- ) 103,658
Mortar Rounds : i 1,780
Large Rocket Rounds | ' 380
Smaller Rocket Rounds . - H,ng
Trucks . g

US KIA | e
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- 0700 (Bwt) May 8, 1970

Toan Thang 43 (Fish Hook)

Enemy KTA , 1,024
POWs 31
Individual Weapons 2,356
Crew Served Weapons 357
Bunkers Destroyed 831
Rice 1,602,000

Man Months - 35,564
Small Arms Ammunition 975,924{

Rifle ammunition. 872,266

Machine Gun ammunition : 103,658
Mortar Rounds v » | 905
Large Rocket Rounds . 15
Smaller Rocket Rounds .' HQ,
Trucks loh
Gas Masks 5 e 010
Medical Supplies 214,000 1bs
US KIA | 23
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0700 (EDT) May 8, 13870

Rock Crusher (Parrot's Beak)--

Enemy KIA : 2,210
POWs 835
Individual Weaponé : 1,401
Crew Served Weapons. 223
Bunkers Destroyed 706
Rice 261,000
Man Months : ; 5,794
Small Arms Ammunition ' 157,017
Mortar Rounds ' : 875
Large Rocket Rounds : 365
Smaller Rockét Rounds ' 4,375
US KIA : : . 5
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Binh Tay 1 (Base Area 702)

Enemy XIA
Individual Weapons
Rice

Man Months
Bunkers Destroyed

US KIA

Toan Thang 44 (Base Area 354)

Enemy KIA
Individual Weapong
Rice

Man Months

Bunkers Destroyed

Us KIaA-

Toan Thang 45 (Base Area 351)

Enemy KIA
Individual Weapons
Crew Served Weapons
Smali Rockets
Trucks

US KIA

S~

0700 (EDT) May 8, 13970

60
13
37,000 1bs
828
3

I

136
26

54,000

1,200

15

61

e

10
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0700 (EDT) May 85 1970

e e T

Toan Thang 46 (Base Area 350)

Enemy KIA 8
Individual Weapons 156
Crew Served Weapons | 43
Rice 4,080 1bs
BunkersvDestroyed 50
US KIA 3
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 8, 1970

FYI copies sent to:

Messrs. Ehrlichman
Kissinger
Keogh
Klein
Magruder
Ziegler
Colson
Nofziger
Timmons
Dent
Harlow
Cole
Safire

FYI copies sent on May 11 to:
Messrs. Morton

Chotiner

Buchanan

Flanigan

FYI copy sent on May 13 to:

B/General Hughes

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 7, 1970
: 8:00 a.m.
PERSONAL
MEMORANDUM FOR: MEMBERS OF THE CABINET
Here is some background information on the Cambodian action -- all

drawn from recent briefings:

-- The decision to go into the North Vietnamese-occupied
sanctuaries in Cambodia was for the purpose not of
expanding the war into Cambodia but for the purpose of
ending the war in Vietnam and protecting the lives of
450,000 Americans who are stationed there. The deci-
sion was made under the Constitutional power and
responsibility of the President as Commander-in-Chief
to take measures for the defense of American men when
they come under attack any place in the world.

-- If we had done nothing, the North Vietnamese-occupied
sanctuaries would have been linked up into a belt covering
the entire border area between Cambodia and South Viet-
nam -- with the result that after we pulled out our next
150,000 men (leaving by that time well less than half of
our ground combat strength of a year ago) the enemy
could have launched a massive attack, one which would
not only have risked American lives but destroyed the
pacification and Vietnamization programs, and over-run
Vietnam. In other words, the immediate decision was
whether to do something against the sanctuaries or face
up to the fact that we would have to withdraw. Doing
nothing would mean that we should withdraw all American
forces now to prevent the situation just described.

-- The decision is limited both as to the extent of territory
it is to cover and as to the time involved. Our troops and
the South Vietnamese troops will go into Cambodia up to a
maximum depth of 21 miles, In most cases, they have to

PERSONAL
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go in only five to six miles. Most of the operations will
take 10-14 days to complete. The great majority of
American forces will be out of Cambodia by the middle

of June and all will be out by July 1st at the latest. There
will be no American forces whatever in Cambodia after
that time because our operations will be completed.

-- These operations are directed primarily against North
Vietnamese materiel and logistics bases, not against
North Vietname se personnel. Of course, this does not
mean that no enemy troops will lose their lives., Already
some 2500 of the enemy have been killed ... and over
500 have been captured.

-- The weapons, the rice and the other logistic supplies
which we are uncovering and capturing have taken 4-5
months to come down the Ho Chi Minh trail. When one
adds to that the 4 months of rainy season which will
begin in about 3 weeks, it becomes obvious that we
have bought precious time (9-10 months), time which
is absolutely essential for the success of our withdrawal

program. Ten months to a year from now the ARVN
will be ready to take on more of the responsibility for
its own defense., It will be a formidable fighting force.

-- As a result of our program, these things have been
accomplished already:

- The enemy's timetable has been completely
disrupted and we have bought the precious
time necessary for the Vietnamization and
withdrawal programs to go forward.

- The withdrawal of 150,000 Americans over
the next year will go forward,

- American casualties will be reduced.
On this latter point, it is very important to
point out that already 3, 000 individual weapons

and over 200 crew served weapons have been
captured. More graphically it can be pointed

PERSONA L
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out that 600, 000 rounds of small arms
ammunition have been captured ... along
with 1039 mortar rounds and 3000 rockets.
The 600, 000 rounds of small arms ammuni-
tion could have and would have killed Ameri-

" can men; the mortar rounds could have been
and would have been lobbed into our base
camps .... killing American men. The
rockets could have been and would have
been lobbed into our base camps and into
the cities of South Vietnam .... killing
Americans as well as Vietnamese. Every-
thing that we have captured in the way of
weapons has saved American lives and
Vietname se lives.

-- In the final analysis, this decision was made by the
President as Commander-in-Chief because of his
conclusion that failing to make it would endanger
the lives of American men, completely disrupt our
withdrawal program and inevitably result in an
ignominious defeat and precipitate withdrawal of
American forces from Vietnam.,

-- On the plus side -- and particularly on the diplomatic
side -- it should be pointed out that the credibility of
American power in Vietnam as well as in other places
in the world has now been re-established. The Presi-
dent warned in his speeches of November 3, Decem-
ber 15 and April 20 that if the enemy took actions in
Cambodia, l.aos or North Vietnam which he considered
endangered American men, he would react strongly.
By his (the President's) reacting this way in Cambodia,
the enemy now knows that if he comes across the DMZ,
if he escalates our casualties in Vietnam, if he tries
to disrupt our withdrawal program .... (with Cambodia

no longer a privileged sanctuary) he will encounter many
serious problems in other parts of his long front, For
the past five years, great nations as well as small
nations have had serious doubt that any American
President would have the will to use his Executive
powers for the defense of U.S. interests. Now that
_doubt has been dispelled. This does not mean that we
will become engaged in more conflicts; but rather, that
we will deter conflicts. In this respect, the lesson of
Korea comes to mind.
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-- To make some fairly hard-hitting points, you can say
very bluntly:

- "Liook, you can vote against the war in
Vietnam and vote against the war in
Cambodia, but there are 450, 000 Ameri-
can men there, so don't tie the hands of
our Commander-in-Chief, If you do, then
you must assume responsibility for their
lives .... rather than leaving such respon-
sibility, and the decisions connected with
it, to him.

- "Don't stab our men in the back while they
are fighting for this country in Vietnam.

- "Don't take any actions on the floor of
Congress which will give aid and comfort
to the enemy and encourage that enemy to
launch more offensives and kill more

Americans., "

-- One final point that should be made concerns public
reaction, You can and should point out that the Gallup
Poll indicated the American people favored the Presi-
dent's policy 51% to 35%; that the CBS poll showed
62% of the people favored the President's move in
Cambodia; that the Chilton Research Poll, with over
1000 samples taken immediately after the speech on
Friday, showed 65% of the American people favored
the action taken by the President in Cambodia.

--  You should put squarely on the back of the Congress
responsibility for risking American lives and responsi-
bility for an 'ignominious American defeat if it succeeds
in tieing the President's hands through a Congressional
appropriation route.

-- You should lean hard on the fact that this decision
rejected our getting pulled into another war in Cambodia.

PERSONAL
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It rejected also a huge arms program for Cambodia., It
rejected sending American men in to defend Cambodia.
What we are protecting are American men whose lives
are threatened by an enemy perched in privileged North
Vietnamese-occupied sanctuaries along South Vietnam's
borders with Cambodia and Laos.

ol )0t
s, )f &CLU ETR (tU\ (R | { j,)
Alexander P. Butterfiéld

Deputy Assistant to the I/’/resident

PERSONAL
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1970
5:00 p. m.

PERSONAL

MEMORANDUM FOR:

MEMBERS OF THE CABINET
SUBJECT: Briefing Material
The attached material will bring you up-to-date on U. S.

troop successes in Cambodia, youth activities nationwide,
and events here in the District of Columbia., . ‘

lexander P. Butterfield
Deputy Assistant to the President

a8

Attachments

PERSONAL
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Total Operations

Enemy KIA 3,607
POWs (Includes Detainees) 1,004
Individual Weapons 4,511
Crew Served Weapons eLUl
Bunkers Destroyed 1,662
Rice (1bs) 2,062,660
Man Months : : 45,610
Small Arms Ammunition_ : 1,327,999
Rifle Ammunition 451481987
Machine Gun Ammunition 179,018
Mortar Rounds 1,603
Large Rocket Rounds “L4L0
" Smaller Rocket Rounds 3,977
Trucks ’ 12y
US KIA 53
ARVN KIA | ec Ry
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Rock Crusher (Parrot's Beak)

Enemy KIA 2,211
POWs 837
Individual Weapons 1,401
Crew Served Weapons 223
Bunkers Destroyed 706
Rice (1bs) 261,000
Man Months 5 57199

Small Arms Ammunition 191 515
Mortar Rounds 688
Large Rocket Rounds 365
Smaller Rocket Rounds 3,735>
US KIA _ 5 '
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Toan Thang 43 (Fish Hook)

Enemy KIA 1,046

POWs 145
Individual Weapons L5508
Crew Served Weapons 35
Bunkers Destroyed 837
Rice (1bs) 1,662,000
Man Months 865,932
Small Arms Ammunition 975,924
Rifle Ammunition 872266
Machine Gun Ammunition 103 .65h8
Mortar Rounds _ 905
Large Rocket Rounds 15
Smaller Rocket Rounds 40
Trucks 109
Gas Masks 1,100
Medical Supplies 24,000
‘US KIA 24
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Binh Tay 1 (Base Area 702)

Enemy KIA T4
Individual Weapons 26
Crew Sérved Weapons i 2
Rice (1bs) 55,600
Man Months 15,285
Small Arms Ammunition a&0
Bunkers. Destroyed 54
Live Stock (Heaa) 1,079

US KIA ik

Toan Thang 44 (Base Area 354)

Enemy KIA bl
Individual Weapons 27
Rice (1bé) 65,000
Man Months 1,466
. Bunkers Destroyed 15

US KIA 7

Toan Thang 45 (Base Area 351)

Enemy KIA 116

Individual Weapons 134
Crew Served Weapons 8
Rice (1bs) 4,000
Man Months 88
Large Rocket Rounds 60
Small Rocket Rounds 2
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Toan Thang 45 (Base Area 351) Continued

Small Arms Ammunition 160,560
Trucks T
Us KIA 10
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Toan Thang 46 (Base Area 350)

Enemy KIA - 9
Individual Weapons "~ 565
Crew Served Weapons Sh
Rice (1bs) 4,000
Bunkers Destroyed 50

US KIA 3 0
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES NATIONWIDE
(5:00 p.m., May 8, 1970)

As young people started moving toward
Washington, D. C. for Saturday's demon-
stration, nationwide student violence
declined noticeably ... except in New
York. Many campuses held memorial
services for the Kent State students.

Although the New Mobilization Committee
has made the prediction to the College
Press Service that between 50, 000 and
100, 000 protesters will participate in the
Washington, D. C. demonstration on
May 9th, there have been a number of
reliable reports to the effect that students
are no longer as bitter as they were a few
days ago.

A current UPI press release is attached.
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ACTIVITIES
(5:00 p. m., May 8, 1970)

)

The following report was released by the Associated Press wire earlier
today:

: President Nixon, facing plans for a massive antiwar rally,
moved today to open better channels of communication with college
students and others protesting the Southeast Asia conflict.

He arranged to have high Government officials available for
information discussions with the protesters Friday and Saturday.

He also announced appointment of Chancellor G. Alexander
_Heard of Vanderbilt University as his Special Adviser to keep
him posted on student thlnklng

The President said Heard would serve ''for the next two
critical months, " as his eyes and ears in the academic com-
munity.

"I recognize, "' Nixon said in a statement, ''the profound
concerns that are rending many of our campuses today. How-
ever, this is a time for communication rather than violence, and
above all for mutual understanding. "

Secretary of Welfare Robert Finch announced the Administra-
tion's plans to have policy makers available for student discussions.

""The President hopes that these officials will find the exper-
ience of exchanging ideas with these concerned visitors as reward-
ing as he found his meetings with students and college presidents
this week, " said Finch.

The policy makers will set up desks on the Mall near the
Capitol for informal discussions Friday afternoon. Meeting
rooms will be opened in the HEW building on Saturday.

HEW spokesmen could not specify what officials would meet

with students, but they indicated Cabinet Secretaries and-their
top Deputies would participate.

[End of Press Release]

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



(Although most of you know already the details concerning the information
center which Secretary Finch has set up at HEW, let me simply add that

40 incoming telephone lines have been installed at the center ... for the
purpose of handling requests from student and other youth organizations for
- meetings with the President, his staff, and Administration officials. The
telephone number is 432-0550.)

In an effort to take every reasonable step to ease tensions over "demonstra-
tion locations, "" Administration and District of Columbia officials have
decided to allow the protesters to move in along the Police barriers at

H Street on the north edge of Lafayette Park ... and along the Police bar-
riers on the south side of E Street in the Ellipse area. (Previous'ly demon-
straters were to be held within the Monument grounds on the south side of
Constitution Avenue.)

The Young Americans for Freedom (YAF) have accused the demonstration
leaders of deliberately planning a confrontation to produce violence. The
YAF are urging students to ''stay away from the White House tomorrow, "

Washington Police Chief Jerry Wilson has issued an appeal for an orderly
weekend. He said that he and his men were dedicated to the maintenance
of orderliness within the District of Columbia.
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