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TO: 

FROM: 

• 

March 4, 196 

J hn Ebrlichman 

The President 

I would su gest that the European trip 

might be a good test of our letters to the editor operation 

across the country, as well as letters to radio aa::l 

television commentators who may have commente 

favorably. 

ould you see what the 5 0 1 clock Group 

can bring off on thi 
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TO: 

cc: 

FROM: 

• 

March l3; l 69 

Herb Klein 

John Ehrlicbman 

The President 

It is vital that in the next five or six weeks 

before the AB votes are ta1 en that we get a better than even 

break in seeing that tho e ho support ABM g t on all the 

program • This not only mean "h eet the Press, " "F ce the 

Nation,'' Issues and Ans er ", but the ttToday" show, the radio 

talk ho an their counterparts at local level • 

I ant you to use ev ry pos ible m-etbod to see to 

it that articulate supporters of ABM et their fair amount of 

time on the e how • This will b difficult bee use, as you know, 

Huntley- rinkley, Cr nkite and most of the ABC . ta.ff are 

opposed to our decision, but I want you not only to see that ur 

pe ple �et on,. but th s programs are to be carefully onitored, 

and every time one of these oppone ta open his mouth calls 

ould floo the tation. ut ven more important, I w nt you to 

et on p rsonally nd arran e for equal time !or o ebody from 

our ide. 
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Apart from this reaction. of c urse, I would 

like for you to ame plan a scheme whereby we, on a positive 

basis, ee that Pac rd, Lah·d, any scientist that Kissin er 

can dig up that might go our way. and other people {for exampl , 

Rockefeller who will speak out for us) get equal Ume on this 

subject and that they are p roperly briefed before they go on. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

• 

March 4. 1;69 

Pat Buchanan 

The President 

In the briefing material for the campaign 

you had a quote from Andre Malrowe about the United 

States' use of power. 

Would you see if you could find that quote 

and send it in to me. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

March 4, 1969 

John Ebrlichman 

The President 

I would suggest that the European trip 

might be a good test of our letters to the editor operation 

across the country, as well as letters to radio atxl 

television commentators who may have commented 

favorably. 

Would you see what the 5 O'clock Group 

can bring off on this. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

March 4, 1969 

Bob Haldeman 

The President 

We should pick dates for the dinners I am 

going to give for the major Ambassadors who have retired, 

and also for Bliss and for Warren. 

The guest lists for such dinners take a 

lot of planning, and also we need lead time in getting proper 

entertainment. 

I think I have already indicated the Ambassadors 

to be invited. They include Bruce, Harriman, Murphy and 

Bolen and Tommy Thompson. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

March 4, 1969 

Bob Haldeman 

The President 

We should pick dates for the dinners I am 

going to give for the major Ambassadors who have retired, 

and also for Bliss and for Warren. 

The guest lists for such dinners take a 

lot of planning, and also we need lead time in getting proper 

entertainment. 

I think I have already indicated the Ambassadors 

to be invited. They include Bruce, Harriman, Murphy and 

Bolen and Tommy Thompson. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

March 4, 1969 

Pat Buchanan 

The President 

In the briefing material for the campaign 

you had a quote from Andre ?1..falrowe about the United 

States' use of power. 

Would you see if you could find that quote 

and send it in to me. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

• 

March 11. 1969 

John Ehrlichman 

The President 

You will recall that on several occasions I 

have suggested the 5 O'clock Group might direct some of its 

activities toward the letter to the editor and call to television 

commentator and programs. I feel that such actiqn might 

produce more in the way of hard achievement than discussions 

on the grand strategy a to when RN should appear and how 

many press conferences he should have, etc. I realize that 

some of the latter can also be helpful and, of course, is 

essential to maintain morale of the group. From the standpoint 

of hat such a group can really contribute it is important always 

to have in mind that everybo y has ome idea a to what the 

President can do and that the primary service of the President's 

associates is to ee what they can do in his support beyond what 

be does himself. 

In this connection. Paul Keyes has often spoken 

about the nece sity to monitor television program -- not only 

the political programs but the entertainment programs in which 

there are often deliberately negative comments which deserve 
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some reaction on the part of our friends. One of the program 

Paul suggested we watch was the Smothers Brothers. In looking 

at it Sanday night they had one sequence in which one said to the 

other that he found it difficult to find anything to laugh about - -

Vietnam, the cities, etc., but '''Richard Nixon's solving those 

problems II and Hthat' s really funny. " 

The line didn't get a particularly good reaction 

from the television audience but beyond that it is the kind of 

line that should, particularly at this time, receive some calls 

and letters strenuously objecting to that kind of attack. I 

think it is not too late (you will probably be reading this 

memorandum on Tuesday morning) to have a few letters go to 

the producers of the program objecting to this kind of comment 

"particularly in view of the great public approval of RN' s 

handling of foreign policy, etc. etc. " 

As I have pointed out ad infinitum this was 

automatic reaction on the p rt of the Kennedy adherents and it 

should be an automatic reaction wherever e are concerned, 

both whe n  we find omething we ant to approve and when we 

!ind omething we w nt to disapprove.
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Would you give me an indication as to what 

kind of prog.ram is being set up to handle pal'ticularly 'IV 

commentaries of this type as well as the letters to the editor 

approach. (The latter, of course, is not nearly as important.) 
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TO: 

FROM: 

March 12 • 1969 

John Ehrlichroan 
Arthur Burns 
Bryce Harlow 

The President 

In about five weeks we will have completed 

100 days since the Inauguration. I would like to have this week 

a summary of the legislative proposals we have already sent to 

the Congress. and a hard analysis of what other legislative 

proposals will have been sent to the Congress for action before 

the 100 day period expires. I think we are going to have to put 

some deadlines on the departments with regard to those legislative 

proposals that we think have some substantive political meaning. 

From what I have been able to see to date most of our 96 

directives have been responded to in an unsatisfactory way as far 

as our objective was concerned. Most of the departments have 

as ed for time to "study" the directives. and there is very little 

prospect for action. I would like to bare a report on this by the end 

of the week. 

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



TO: 

FROM: 

• 

March 12, 1969 

John Ehrlichm_an 
Arthur Burns 
Bryce Harlow 

The President 

In about five eeks we will have completed 

100 days since the Inauguration. 1 would like to have this week 

a summary of the legislative proposals we have already sent to 

the Congres , and a hard analysis of what other legislative 

proposals will have been sent to the Congress !or action before 

the 100 day period expires. I think we a1·e going to have to put 

some deadlines on the departments with re ard to those legi lative 

proposals that we think have some substantive political meaning. 

From what 1 have been able to see to date most of our <;6 

directive have been responded to in an unsatisfactory way as far 

s our objective was concerned. o t of the departments have 

asked for time to "study" the directives, and there is very littl 

prospect for action. I would like to ha, e a report on this by the end 

of the week. 
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Max ch lZ, l96 

� fE. O.RANDUM FOR THE 5 CR TARY F STATE 

cc: Henry Kissin er 

FRO Tb Prest ent 

I would 1i t have a talk with Bun er at some 

ti e in the next o or three e • 1 have b n readin his 

ca les and he ee to e much more concerned a out the

attacks b1 o th Vietn m th w are h re. l have n v m t 

unk r and fe 1 that because of th importance of bh potiiti n 

I need to talk to him eo t at 1 can Jud e for myself what 

to lve to hi c bl • a t hlm bac here as soon s it la 

conv n ent o that it o snot l o U e a cri i , but under no 

circum tanc & o I w nt hie return c1 layed beyond three wee 
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March 12, 1969 

TO: Bob Haldeman 

FROM: The President 

You might have Flanigan give Jim Shepley a call 

and see if Shepley would recommend any one of the very 

outstanding group he had on the Time-Life Asian trip this year 

for Ambassador to the Philippines or Ambassador to Bonn. 

Som e of them were really impressive and wh ile most are 

presently very active chief executive officers their interests are 

so much in the direction of foreign policy we might be able to 

get one. 
-r

What I need is get a couple of RN people in some of

these key posts as soon as possible.

I realize that Flanigan may have told State that he 

was going to let a State Department person have Canada. I had 

decided this long ago in my own mind and I will not reverse my 

decision. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

• 

Bryce Harlow 

The President 

March 12, 1969 

H. Allen Smith took me on at the Congressional

Reception for "his failure to be informed" with regard to the 

appointment of Martin on the Loan Board. Would you check 

this out and unruffle his feathers if his concern is legitimate. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

• 

March 13, 1969 

John Ehrlichman 

The President 

From talking to several of the Congressmen I 

think there are a numb er of invitations of the Mundt type hanging 

around in Harlow's office which should be put in the pot for future 

consideration. 

Again, I urge you to remember that we are so 

swamped with mail that we tend to try to just answer it and file 

the inquiry when we knew we aren't going to do the particular 

event. I think you have got to set up a system where every event 

inviting us for some trip i passed through your office for informa­

tion, no 1natter how ridiculous it seen1s to be. 

For example, the anniversary of the Seaway will be 

coming up this summer. I think, rather than going to Chicago or 

Cleveland, we ought to go back to the little town in New York 

(around 20,000 -- I believe it was Messina) where the Queen and I 

went through the ceremony before. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

• 

John Ehrlichman 

'Ihe President 

March 13, 1969 

I was impressed at both the Congressional receptions 

to note the number of good ideas that members of Congress had -­

particularly for domestic programs and some foreign ones -- ideas 

that had imagination and emotion and were not as routine as most 

of those that seem to come up from our hite House and Cabinet 

teams. 

I realize that about 75 percent of these ideas are 

unworkable, but now and then one of them really has the quality 

that should be considered. What happens here is that White House 

staffers and Cabinet members -- not being responsible to any 

constituency and not getting out to the country or reading any significant 

amount of mail from the country -- get very much out of touch with 

the country and become pretty ingrown and incestuous intellectually. 

I want you to put some very sensitive person on the project of seein 

what programs are advocate in the Congress to which we might give 

some consideration in the Executive branch. I know that ma11y 

Congressmen and Senators send their bills to the E ecutive Branch 

for consider tion, and many of them re imply for home consumption 

with no thought that they might work. On the other hand, Clarence 
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Brown has a suggestion for bonds which would give private citizens 

a chance to participate in the rebuilding of cities t etc. , which 

might have an immense amount of moxie in it. And several others 

of this type were suggested. 

What is needed here is to take this out of the Harlow 

group who are !r ankly too busy and who look upon their jobs, properly, 

simply to respond in a way requiring the least poss ible action to 

Congressional pressure .,._ and put it in some place in the 

executive roup. Perhap Bud Wilkinson's office is the place to 

put this project. Some young fellow there, like the young fellow 

from UCLA, might be a -pe-te-n-tial eand-ieate-, alth<>ugh th.is will take 

perhaps more than one and maybe two people to implement on a 

part-time basis. Follow through and see what you can do. What I 

am interested in here now -- 1 wish to emphasize not to massage the 

Congressmen and Senators on their pet ideas, many of which are simply 

too far out to even co nsider -- but to feed into our own executive 

or anization a little more imagination and ingenuity. I sen■e that 

we seem to be pretty short on such ideas due to the very good reason 

that we are simply too busy fielding the ball that are being knocked 

our way. L t' correct thi . 
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TO: 

FROM: 

March 17, 1969 
( dictated March 13, 1969) 

Henry Kissinger 

The President 

Senator Hartke of Indiana has a scheme 

which he thinks 1 am familiar with on the apparent complete 

obstruction which seems to inhibit action on our part in the 

Minzenty case. There may be nothing to this but, on the other 

hand, ther.e just might he a chance that he has something 

which could be helpful. 

For these reasons, I think we ought to 

explore getting him away. And this is probably a small price 

that the Soviets and Hungarians would pay for a few other things 

we have that we might do for them. 

Would you have people -- Dick Allen -- explore 

this situation with Hartke, with State, etc. , and see if we might 

try to make a break-through. 
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Kissinger 

Senator Hartke of Indiana has a scheme which 

l(t--' 

he thinks I am familiar wit}\�pparent complete

obstruction which seems to inhibit action on our part in 

����j;d.t:.u,,&_J_ 
/n the other hand, there just might be a chance

that he has something which could ",l_g__,�

For these reasons, I think we ought to explore 

getting him away. And this is probably a small price that 

the Soviets and Hungarians would pay for a few other things 

we have that we might do for them. 

�
� explore this situation with Hartke,

with State, etc. , and see if we might try to make a break-

through. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

• 

March 13, 1969 

John Eh rlichman 

The President 

From talking to several of the Congressmen I 

think there are a number of invitations of the Mundt type hanging 

around in Harlow's office which should be put in the pot for future 

consideration. 

Again, I urge you to remember that we are so 

swamped with mail that we tend to try to just answer it and file 

the inquiry when we knew we aren't going to do the particular 

event. I think you have got to set up a system where every event 

inviting us for some trip is passed through your office for informa­

tion, no matter how ridiculous it seems to be. 

For example, the anniversary of the Seaway will be 

coming up this summer. I think, rather than going to Chicago or 

Cleveland, we ought to go back to the little town in New York 

(around 20,000 - - I believe it was Messina) where the Queen and I 

went through the ceremony before. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

• 

John Ehrlichman 

The President 

March 13, 1969 

Congressman Stanton of Ohio told me there was 

a group of approximately 100 in the House and Senate who meet 

from time to time on Sunday morning for Mass. He thought it might 

be well, if consistent with our program for reli ious services, if on 

some Sunday after Mass we were to invite the roup over to the 

bite House for our religious service at which a prominent Catholic 

(1 suggest Archbishop Cooke) would give the sermon, and then 

afterwards have them for coffee. 

The idea is excellent and 1 want it implemented. Call 

him and find out the character of the group, and let him give you 

guidance as to bosw the meeting should be orked out for one of our 

early Sunda y morning £fairs. 1 would see that, in addition to the 

Congressional people who ere invited (which might take most of the 

available seats) e invite a few of our Catholic contributors who are 

rather prominent as well as those on the staff who might want to come. 

But don't, of course, let it be an entirely Catholic affair. The Cabinet 

should be well represented at this one. 
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