"Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win glorious /
triumphs, even though checkered by failure, theso
take rank-with those poor spirits who neither enjoy ( \
much nor suffer much; because they live in the gray ]
twilight that knows not victory nor defeat. \
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Resignation 8/8/74. |

OPTION B
AUGUST 5, 1974 SPEECH

Good evening, my fellow Americans.

More than two years have passed si‘nce the Watergate break-in.
For some sixteen months -- for more than a year -- Watergate has
dominated the headlines, distracted the Nation and divided our
people.

Now, together, we confront the prospect of an even more
intensive concentration on Watergate lasting until the end of the
year -- if the House votes impeachment, and if the case goes to
a trial in the Senate.

Each of us must weigh carefully the toll this has taken

its
already on our Nation, and the further toll in the months ahead.

This is a consideration that I am sure must weigh heavily

on the minds of those members of the House considering their
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Option B - 8/5/74 Speech
lst Draft-8/4/74 2=

L]

votes. It is a consideration that weighs heavily on my own mind,
! TG RS e
AR S

.f'.,' e eeds )

as I consider what course best will serve the interests of the

Nation, now and in the future.
= R : ~
Realistically, given the outcome of.the Judiciary Committee

.
proceedings and the present temper of the House, we must assume
that the outcome of the House debate would be impeachment on one
or more of the three articles voted by the Committee. This would

automatically lead to a trial in the Senate -- a trial which would

probably last until the end of the year, and the outcome of which

~could not be predicted.
R ¥ N SR e S ek

" “of my own time and aftenfion, as well as that of the Senate and

" the Nation -- at a time when neither the Nation nor the world can

afford such distraction.
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Option & - 8/5/74 -3-
lst Draft-8/4/74

Even if the trial were to end in acquittal, the result would
be a weakened and damaged Presidency for the remainder of my
term in office. There would be a lingering bitterness and division
in the country. The Government would go on, but with severely
reduced effectiveness -- at a critical time for America and for
the world.

Throughout my Presidency -- indeed, throughout my political
life -- I have always tried to do whatI believed was in the best
interests of the country. In these circumstances, I believe the

country would best be served by my resigning this office.

SRR ST Fei e PR R e R

4. e L

at. .a.m. Vice President Ford will be inaugurated as President

U ————
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One of the great strengths of our Constitutional system is

that it provides for an orderly succession, even in periods of

extraordinary stress.

When I chose Mr. Ford as my nominee to fill the Vice-

Presidential vacancy last , 1 did so because in

the quarter century that I have known him and worked with him,

I have found him to be a man of exceptional character, integrity,

and ability -- one who understands America, who understands

its needs, and who is fully capable of leading the country and of

bringing distinction to this office.

As President, he will have my full support, and I ask that

you give him yours.
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I continue-to believe firrlnly énd completely that the mistakes
that were made do not constitute sufficient grounds for the impeach-
ment of a President. I have faith in the ultimate judgment of history
on this Administration, and-on my ;o‘x:c;uct of this o£fi‘cre. e

However, I do want to discuss with you, very frankly and very
directly, a matter which I know would have affected the deliberations
in both the House and the Senate, and which was also a factor in my
own decision.

Last week, in my review of the tapes to be turned over to the

Special Prosecutor, I discovered one that indicated my own know-

" ledge of the Wrtergate cover-up wa§ greater than I have previously

indicated, and that it came sooner -- in fdc!:, that I did learn shlortly A
after the break-in that it was a potential source of severe embarrass-

ment to the Administration and to my campaign committee, and that
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I did, at that time, approve actions which I hop2d would have the

e e el "_.;9

effect of covering up the connection.

Rather than withhold that tape, I have turned it over to Judge

Sirica. I have also made it available toni;ht R Fudiciary
IS
Committee, so that its records will be complete.

In the light of this, I owe to you, the American people, an
explanation of why until now I have continued. to maintain that I
had no knowledge of the cover-up until I was told about it by John
Dean on March 21, 1973.

With hindsight, it is very easy to say that I should have
simply opened up everything-at once to the prosecutors, and let
til'e chlps fall'\;;ilere they mlght (‘Zert;ainl"y. thel évc;nts that :ha.;/;a.
followed have demonstrated that this would have been the wiser

as well as the proper course.
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At the tinte, however -- Whéther rightly or wrongly -- I was
deeply concerned, in human terms, about the possible impact on
valued friends and associates, as well as on others who had done
wrong in a cause they believed to be right. Because some of the
same people were involved, I was concerned that an unlimited
investigation might compromise the genuinely sensitive national
security matters that the so-called "plumbers' had been dealing
with. In the midst of a political campaign, I knew that the break-in
had the potential for massive exploitation as a political issue -- and

that if a sufficient connection could be established, it conceivably

" could even be decisive in terms of the outéome, andthérefore in =

. terms of all that.was at stake both here and abroad, including the

foundation I was trying to build for a structure of peace that could

last into the next century.
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I thought the break-in itself was stupid, as well as wrong.
But once it had taken place, I knew that I had inherited the

consequences -- and that with the Presidency at issue, those

potential consequences reached out also to the Natiox-lﬂav.n/d to the
world.

In retrospect, it would have been better to have explained
this fully and frankly when Watergate and the cover-up again
became a national issue early last year -- at a titme when the
cover~-up had reached dimensions that I still did not fully compre-

hend. Instead, I felt trapped by events and chose a different way

.+i of attempting to defénd ‘what I believed to be the interests of the * "+ i

3

Presidency, and to preserve my capacity to function.in whatI .

believed to be the interests of the Nation.
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I say this not in defense, but in explanation.
To those who have stood steadfastly with me through these
months, including Vice President Ford, including members of my
Cabinet, including those members >o—fmt~1f;e House Judiciary Committee
who argued and voted against impeachment, and including the many
others who organized or spoke out in my behalf, I would say a
particular word. Whether you would have done so if you had known
the full story, I cannot know -- perhaps you cannot know. I deeply
regret any embarrassment you may feel now, on learning that
-.what you believed to be entirely true was only partially true. In
' myownconsc1ence,Iknowthateachjudgment 'I:?'féa‘ide, ti'lll"cl'udin'g _

e
S L

'thése judgments to withhold,,pért of,thlg truth,‘ was m.ad_e beéé.us_e AT
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I believed at the time that it was in the national interest -- that
in a situation in which there were no good answers, it was the
least bad answer, not simply from my own standpoint but from
the standpoint of the Nation whose stability I was trying to
preserve.

In the course of the recent House Judiciary Committee
hearings, my associates and I were accused of much wrong-
doing. I accept full responsibility for whatever mistakes were
made. I would only emphasize that in my own case, and I believe

also on the part of those members of my Administration who were

attempting to serve the best interests of the

QR A

involved, e were
oy 0 gy, Tl A R .""'.‘-“'.x

T B

country.. There was no personal gain involved. The mistakes

were mistakes of judgment.
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We have heard much about what Was;calleé:l thé)abuse of power

T -
oy 0 5N oF o -
B R <t

e th
F ey s, e

-- and in particular about the measures I took in 1969, 1970, 1971,

to deal with what I considered serious threats to the Nation's security

and well-being. From the relative calm of today's conditions, it is

easy to look back, and to condemn the re;n’edy without regard for
the ill that it was meant to cure.

It is easy to forget the burning cities, the ravaged campuses,
the college deans barricaded in their offices, the orgy of riots and

mass, violent demonstrations that were designed to and did strike

terror'across the Nation. These were not democracy in action.

' These were brutal and dangéro”u‘s' a'.s"éa'{ll't's.:'a;gélhé't the democratlc '

R R e T e e, R [ L R AT

system.
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It is easy to forget that the hemorrhaging leaks of the most
sensitive defense and diplomatic secrets came at a time when those
leaks seriously jeopardized c‘)ur efforts to negotiate an end to the
war in Vietnam, to negotiate a limitation on nuclear arms, and to
negotiate a new relationship with the People 's Republic of China.
These leaks were hailed in the name of peace; those responsible
were treated as heroes in the cause of peace. But in fact they
threatened to destroy our efforts to achieve peace.

When I assumed this office, I had one overriding aim. That
was to build a structure of peace in the world that would last
s owa s kamimehaate SRS RN sy e e

" instead of three Iwars in a gene’ration; the '}o.uﬁg Americans of“today‘

o oah K LS

could look forward to the prospect of no wars in their lifetime.
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As I leave this office, the one thing of which I am most proud
is the progress we have made toward that goal. Not only by ending
the war in Vietnam, but even more importantly by helping build a
new pattern of relationships among the world's powers, one that”
will contribute to stability rather than instability and therefore to
peace rather than war.

One reason I am leaving is to ensure that the bitterness and
uncertainty of an impeachment trial will not jeopardize that

structure. I would have preferred to continue building it, but

I would rather leave than endanger it.

I shall do all that I can to help my successor, and to advance the

causes of peace abroad and progress at home that I did my best

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum
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Option B - 8/5/74
1st Draft-8/4/74 & ilAhe

to serve while I'held that office. I shall do all that I can to help
/e Aol i ‘::71

SR Lo e g P

bind up whatever wounds may remain from the divisions and diffi-

culties the Nation has gone through in these past two years.

In turning over this office to Vice President Ford, I do so-

55,

with a profound sense of the weight of responsibility that will fall
tomorrow morning on his shoulders -- andotherefore of the under-
standing, the cooperation, the patience, he will need from all of us.

This is not a time for grudges; not a time for recrimination;
but rather a time for dedication -- to America's future, to its
institutions, to its traditions -- and to those shared. values
that are at the heart of its continuity.

Whoever occupies this office must be President of all the

people -- and whoever occupies this office must have the help and
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cooperation of all the people. We should, and must, have vigorous

debates over the genuine policy differences that will always exist

among a wide variety of persons with a wide variety of perspectives.

But it also is important that we conduc_t- 'those debatés.wit;h civility,
and with respect for our differences. We must do better in the
future than we have done in the recent past -- when of the last three
presidents, one, President Kennedy, was assassinated, and the
next two -- one Democrat, one Republican -- in effect were driven

from office.

- There must be a measure of tolerance, a margin for imper-

~ fection, an acceptance of the fact that mistakes will occur -- and a

recognition that the work of Government must go on. We must learn
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to live better with our political differences, and to recognize that
the institutions of Government are human institutions -- with all
the faults and frailties that are part of the human condition. Only

if we do so can we restore the stability, the continuity, that are

[LASNRE TRESSEYORE N I

essential if America is to begin its third century with the strength

and resilience that the decades ahead will require.

In saying this, I am not offering excuses for wrongs that

have taken place. I am not attempting to minimize those wrongs.

ButI am urging, for the future, that our judgments be leavened

with a sense of proportion, and that future Presidents be judged

while in office more nearly by the standards that history has a way

of bringing after they have left office.

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum
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The wounds of Watergate must be healed, and they must be
healed soon. As long as the power of the Presidency remains at
stake, at long as the question of who will be President remains

unsettled, that process \V'ill not begin. B;r this act, Itrust th:;.t
it will begin.

I thank you for the opportunity to serve as your President
during these past five and a half years. They have been a
momentous time in the history of ourINation and the world. They
have been a time of achievement of which I believe we can all be
proud -- achievements that represent the shared efforts of the
Administration, of the Congress and of the people.

To those who have fought beside me in these past difficult

months, those who have given their support, their encouragement
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and their aid, I offer my thanks, and also this thought: You may

be tempted to feel that because the effort ended this way, it was

not worth making. That would be a mistake. Itis never wrong to

do what we believe is right.

There is a time to fight, and a time to leave.

At each step of the way, I have tried to serve what I believed

to be the best interests of the country. When I believed that those

interests would best be served by fighting to retain office, I fought

to retain it. Now I believe they would best be served by my leaving

office -- and so I shall leave.

Thank you, and good evening.

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



Price ﬁ(b \

8/3/74 ’

Good evening.

Since the decision by the Suprme Court 12 days ago,ordering
me ta turn over to the District Court the 64 xmrmxdrd taped conversa-
tions suppoenaed by the Special Prosecutor, I have been in the
process of reviewing personally a large number of subpoenaed
Presidential conversations, xmxaddixmimr and my counsel have also
been conducting their own review.

During this process, a great deal of my time and effort Raxerx has
been focused on it.

Questions have arisen about my intentions -- about whether there
is a strategy, and about what I am going to do.

I have requested this televisinon and radio time in order to
bring you up to date on my current plans.

I am very conscéous of the erosion that has taken plance in
the political base that I would need to sustain my position in the
House of Representatives. zIt does appear now that impeachment z will

)
be voted by the House, and that the issue will proceed to a trail in

Ehe Seha 1:geproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



As a practical matter,

I accept the virtual certaintym of that development, and =X
kRhiemfagm I am therefore proceeding on the assumption xahkg that the

issue will kB be finally resolved in the Senate.

In reviewing the 64 tapes covered by the Special Prosecutors

subpoena, I have found, with one exception, that theya addmnokhimg

support what I said on April 29 when & I announced my decision to
make the original transcripts public: x that the evidence already

turned over to the House Judiciary Committee tells the full story

of Watergate, in so far as the President's personal knowledge or

involvement is concerned.

With this one exception, they add nothing

su significant or substantial.kmehEE?)

The one exception is a conversation that I held with H.R,
$<(4%Mu Yl Addy ne 4 e ﬂ(£%~»f:>c&A7
Haldeman on June 23, 1972. 1In order to complete-the-record before
4]/%/@@# S VL ah%bﬁﬁ% 5ﬁﬁj/ ¢ boe e B g ﬂ)ﬁnuyjfb

-the Housey I-hadxhamenrhave-ordered—that this tape be furnished te
N 6\« ( VE\ RN tan 9 “ (7"(( N~ e ;;(']: | 7 LS f‘* (/Z"‘ 7/7/‘0’/‘” )]

e

[ A 60 9 = G o 7\' {j( /?
£he/jﬁa{515;§réommittee9}°9i8h£‘ @TT‘BﬁThof'coursé, are also being

/7'\
e

(3 8
—

fmxmim turned over to Judge Sirica, in accordance with the order of

e
Lo
Rk 7L/
As thegg become publi hich th nkh doubtedl
TR — Courg;fg// @? come public, whic ey wmxhxm undoubte lygh
/
/ 0
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The tape that I am furnishing the Houee committee is of m a
conversation with Mr. Haldeman concerning the C.I.A. and the F.B.I.

In my statement about Watergate on May 22, 1973, and in subse-

discussed this

quent comments, I zaxdxbRarminxbROsmrmEMRmEa@xnx conversation -- =sxx
on June 23, six days after the break-in -- in terms that I km now
find to be erroneous, or at least incomplete, In these statements,
I said that I was concerned that because several former C.I.A.
personnel were involved in the break-in, the investigation might
uncover unrelated covert activities of the C.I.A.; and also that
horaumr wfxMxmxHznk Xexnrmehyarerhymhxmnighhxnrnerenxmx sememdfix bk
SRA\XMXMRM because Mr. Hunt was notmmxrX only a former €X C.I.A.
operative but athsm had also been a member of the so-called 'plumbers,"
xRak the investigation might reveel details of what I considered
highly sensitive national security matters the plumbers had worked
on. Therefore, I said, I gave instructions that the F.B.I. should

be axkex alerted to coordinate & with the C.I.A., and to ensure that

we't P I (e A58
the investigation stayed out—ef sensitive natiomal security a ’
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That Maym223x statement of May 22,

recollection at the time,

various people involved.

1973 was based on my best

documentary materails and to
in addition to/sworn testimony by the

In reviewing the tape, it is now clear that Mr. Haldeman and

I did discuss the political aspects of the situation, and that we

were fully aware of the advantages this course of action would have

wu with respect to limiting possible public exposure of involvement

.
/\F-CJJV by persons connected with
[ A
( Sy )
0= At , I deeply regret that
& o
?W“ ¢ 7
\ J z 9, without benefit of having
Ot /fy]if /
B =S
’ﬂ’/h

I did begin a review

the re-election committee.

because my previous statements were made

reviewed the tape, they were inaccurate.

of the 64 subpoénaed tapes, including this

ﬂ/\« (/\/‘ y’) CL AV ? ;t&-—
| _rr eSS opg,_in May of this year, but then postponed{it pendinquecision by
{
" ‘L
. ’\,L} i e : . —— ;
' (\ “J/ the Supreme Court.; I now recognize this poétpamement as having been
FANO
“’x L o i
°0 o &N'r\p‘a grievous mistake, because %k as a result my counsel, my staff, and
\p At S
U S “
%v;” ,BN‘ thrmzrexhrmzmafixthex those who advocated my position within the Judiciary
N
-\/L’ S 9)
s (0 r
- o n  Committee did so on the basis of facts that were incomplete.

T
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To put that June 23 conversation in perspective, however, I do

M
Ko -

7

v - .
Rleod&ced a}rlhkg\ﬁi?w&ixon@fésidepﬁai Librarél/and Museum



Price FIRST DRAFT
August 4, 1974
Words:

[Prepared as Alternate Option for
discussion w/President Nixon at
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Resignation 8/8/74. ]

OPTION B
AUGUST 5, 1974 SPEECH

Good evening, my fellow Americans.

More than two years have passed since the Watergate break-in.

For some sixteen months -- for more than a year -- Watergate has

dominated the headlines, distracted the Nation and divided our

people.

Now, together, we confront the prospect of an even more

intensive concentration on Watergate lasting until the end of the

year -- if the House votes impeachment, and if the case goes to

a trial in the Senate.

Each of us must weigh carefully the toll this has taken

its

already on our Nation, and the further toll in the months ahead.

This is a consideration that I am sure must weigh heavily

on the minds of those members of the House considering their
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votes. It is a consideration that weighs heavily on my own mind,

as I consider what course best will serve the interests of the

Nation, now and in the future.

Realistically, given the outcome of the Judiciary Committee

proceedings and the present temper of the House, we must assume

that the outcome of the House debate would be impeachment on one

or more of the three articles voted by the Committee. This would

automatically lead to a trial in the Senate -- a trial which would

probably last until the end of the year, and the outcome of which

could not be predicted.

Inevitably, such a trial would consume an inordinate share

of my own time and attention, as well as that of the Senate and

the Nation -- at a time when neither the Nation nor the world can

afford such distraction.
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Even if the trial were to end in acquittal, the result would

be a weakened and damaged Presidency for the remainder of my

term in office. There would be a lingering bitterness and division

in the country. The Government would go on, but with severely

reduced effectiveness -- at a critical time for America and for

the world.

Throughout my Presidency -- indeed, throughout my political

life -- I have always tried to do what I believed was in the best

interests of the country. In these circumstances, I believe the

country would best be served by my resigning this office.

Therefore, I shall resign the Presidency tomorrow, effective

at _____a.m. Vice President Ford will be inaugurated as President

at that hour, at a ceremony in
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One of the great strengths of our Constitutional system is

that it provides for an orderly succession, even in periods of

extraordinary stress.

When I chose Mr. Ford as my nominee to fill the Vice-

Presidential vacancy last , I did so because in

the quarter century that I have known him and worked with him,

I have found him to be a man of exceptional character, integrity,

and ability -- one who understands America, who understands

its needs, and who is fully capable of leading the country and of

bringing distinction to this office.

As President, he will have my full support, and I ask that

you give him yours.
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I continue to believe firmly and completely that the mistakes

that were made do not constitute sufficient grounds for the impeach-

ment of a President. I have faith in the ultimate judgment of history

on this Administration, and on my conduct of this office.

However, I do want to discuss with you, very frankly and very

directly, a matter which I know would have affected the deliberations

in both the House and the Senate, and which was also a factor in my

own decision.

Last week, in my review of the tapes to be turned over to the

Special Prosecutor, I discovered one that indicated my own know-

ledge of the Watergate cover-up was greater than I have previously

indicated, and that it came sooner -- in fact, that I did learn shortly

after the break-in that it was a potential source of severe embarrass-

ment to the Administration and to my campaign committee, and that
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I did, at that time, approve actions which I hoped would have the

effect of covering up the connection.

Rather than withhold that tape, I have turned it over to Judge

Sirica. I have also made it available tonight to the House Judiciary

Committee, so that its records will be complete.

In the light of this, I owe to you, the American people, an

explanation of why until now I have continued to maintain that I

had no knowledge of the cover-up until I was told about it by John

Dean on March 21, 1973.

With hindsight, it is very easy to say that I should have

simply opened up everything at once to the prosecutors, and let

the chips fall where they might. Certainly the events that have

followed have demonstrated that this would have been the wiser

as well as the proper course.
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At the time, however -- whether rightly or wrongly -- I was

deeply concerned, in human terms, about the possible impact on

valued friends and associates, as well as on others who had done

wrong in a cause they believed to be right. Because some of the

same people were involved, I was concerned that an unlimited

investigation might compromise the genuinely sensitive national

security matters that the so-called '"plumbers' had been dealing

with. In the midst of a political campaign, I knew that the break-in

had the potential for massive exploitation as a political issue -- and

that if a sufficient connection could be established, it conceivably

could even be decisive in terms of the outcome, and therefore in

terms of all that was at stake both here and abroad, including the

foundation I was trying to build for a structure of peace that could

last into the next century.
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I thought the break-in itself was stupid, as well as wrong.

But once it had taken place, I knew that I had inherited the

consequences -- and that with the Presidency at issue, those

potential consequences reached out also to the Nation and to the

world.

In retrospect, it would have been better to have explained

this fully and frankly when Watergate and the cover-up again

became a national issue early last year -- at a time when the

cover-up had reached dimensions that I still did not fully compre-

hend. Instead, I felt trapped by events and chose a different way

of attempting to defend what I believed to be the interests of the

Presidency, and to preserve my capacity to function in what I

believed to be the interests of the Nation.
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I say this not in defense, but in explanation.

To those who have stood steadfastly with me through these

months, including Vice President Ford, including members of my

Cabinet, including those members of the House Judiciary Committee

who argued and voted against impeachment, and including the many

others who organized or spoke out in my behalf, I would say a

particular word. Whether you would have done so if you had known

the full story, I cannot know -- perhaps you cannot know. I deeply

regret any embarrassment you may feel now, on learning that

what you believed to be entirely true was only partially true. In

my own conscience, I know that each judgment I made, including

those judgments to withhold part of the truth, was made because
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I believed at the time that it was in the national interest -- that

in a situation in which there were no good answers, it was the

least bad answer, not simply from my own standpoint but from

the standpoint of the Nation whose stability I was trying to

preserve.

In the course of the recent House Judiciary Committee

hearings, my associates and I were accused of much wrong-

doing. I accept full responsibility for whatever mistakes were

made. I would only emphasize that in my own case, and I believe

also on the part of those members of my Administration who were

involved, we were attempting to serve the best interests of the

country. There was no personal gain involved. The mistakes

were mistakes of judgment.
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We have heard much about what was called the abuse of power

-- and in particular about the measures I took in 1969, 1970, 1971,

to deal with what I considered serious threats to the Nation's security

and well-being. From the relative calm of today's conditions, it is

easy to look back, and to condemn the remedy without regard for

the ill that it was meant to cure.

It is easy to forget the burning cities, the ravaged campuses,

the college deans barricaded in their offices, the orgy of riots and

mass, violent demonstrations that were designed to and did strike

terror across the Nation. These were not democracy in action.

These were brutal and dangerous assaults against the democratic

system.
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It is easy to forget that the hemorrhaging leaks of the most

sensitive defense and diplomatic secrets came at a time when those

leaks seriously jeopardized our efforts to negotiate an end to the

war in Vietnam, to negotiate a limitation on nuclear arms, and to

negotiate a new relationship with the People's Republic of China.

These leaks were hailed in the name of peace; those responsible

were treated as heroes in the cause of peace. But in fact they

threatened to destroy our efforts to achieve peace.

When I assumed this office, I had one overriding aim. That

was to build a structure of peace in the world that would last

beyond this Administration, and into the next century -- so that

instead of three wars in a generation, the young Americans of today

could look forward to the prospect of no wars in their lifetime.
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As I leave this office, the one thing of which I am most proud

is the progress we have made toward that goal. Not only by ending

the war in Vietnam, but even more importantly by helping build a

new pattern of relationships among the world's powers, one that

will contribute to stability rather than instability and therefore to

peace rather than war.

One reason I am leaving is to ensure that the bitterness and

uncertainty of an impeachment trial will not jeopardize that

structure. I would have preferred to continue building it, but

I would rather leave than endanger it.

This is not a farewell. Although resigning the Presidency,

I shall do all that I can to help my successor, and to advance the

causes of peace abroad and progress at home that I did my best
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to serve while I held that office. I shall do all that I can to help

bind up whatever wounds may remain from the divisions and diffi-

culties the Nation has gone through in these past two years.

In turning over this office to Vice President Ford, I do so-

with a profound sense of the weight of responsibility that will fall

tomorrow morning on his shoulders -- and therefore of the under-

standing, the cooperation, the patience, he will need from all of us.

This is not a time for grudges; not a time for recrimination;

but rather a time for dedication -- to America's future, to its

institutions, to its traditions -- and to those shared values

that are at the heart of its continuity.

Whoever occupies this office must be President of all the

people -- and whoever occupies this office must have the help and

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



Option B- 8/5/74
1st Draft-8/4/74 =05

cooperation of all the people. We should, and must, have vigorous

debates over the genuine policy differences that will always exist

among a wide variety of persons with a wide variety of perspectives.

But it also is important that we conduct those debates with civility,

and with respect for our differences. We must do better in the

future than we have done in the recent past -- when of the last three

presidents, one, President Kennedy, was assassinated, and the

next two -- one Democrat, one Republican -- in effect were driven

from office.

There must be a measure of tolerance, a margin for imper-

fection, an acceptance of the fact that mistakes will occur -- and a

recognition that the work of Government must go on. We must learn
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to live better with our political differences, and to recognize that

the institutions of Government are human institutions -- with all

the faults and frailties that are part of the human condition. Only

if we do so can we restore the stability, the continuity, that are

essential if America is to begin its third century with the strength

and resilience that the decades ahead will require.

In saying this, I am not offering excuses for wrongs that

have taken place. I am not attempting to minimize those wrongs.

But I am urging, for the future, that our judgments be leavened

with a sense of proportion, and that future Presidents be judged

while in office more nearly by the standards that history has a way

of bringing after they have left office.
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The wounds of Watergate must be healed, and they must be

healed soon. As long as the power of the Presidency remains at

stake, at long as the question of who will be President remains

unsettled, that process will not begin. By this act, I trust that

it will begin.

I thank you for the opportunity to serve as your President

during these past five and a half years. They have been a

momentous time in the history of our Nation and the world. They

have been a time of achievement of which I believe we can all be

proud -- achievements that represent the shared efforts of the

Administration, of the Congress and of the people.

To those who have fought beside me in these past difficult

months, those who have given their support, their encouragement
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and their aid, I offer my thanks, and also this thought: You may

be tempted to feel that because the effort ended this way, it was

not worth making. That would be a mistake. Itis never wrong to

do what we believe is right.

There is a time to fight, and a time to leave.

At each step of the way, I have tried to serve what I believed

to be the best interests of the country. When I believed that those

interests would best be served by fighting to retain office, I fought

to retain it. Now I believe they would best be served by my leaving

office -~ and so I shall leave.

Thank you, and good evening.
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AUGUST & 5 SPEECH
—

Good evening.
deliberations

With the gwrtiem of the House Judiciary Committee completed and
its impReshxmrf recommendation awaiting action by the full House of
Representatives, amummbesRx@fmquestions have been raised about my
own plans for dealing with khamxmerrmmedRmtmmmx the impeachment
issue.

I hawe requested this time in order to tell you how I intend
to proceed.

Debate on the committee's impeachment recommendations is scheduled
to begin on the House floor é; two weeks from today -- on August 19.

P

n P tivels g oG, G Bea' i, )

}Zhere has been a very substantial ex@mmmx erosion of the political
base that I would need in order to sustain my position in the House
of Representatives. Therefore, it-deee mm at this time%appearélmost
a foregone rgEmm conclusion that one or more articles of impeachment

will be voted by the House, and that the matter will zbhs®efamne

to a trial in the Senate.
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As a practical matter, I accept the virtual certainty of this

development. In a phrase very familiar to members of the Hous e, the

other side has the votes. Therefore, I shall proceed on the assumption

that the issue will finally be resuolved in the Senate.

It is not myp purpose tonight to argue my case. There will

be time for that later. Rather, I want to explain how I intend to

proceed, why I intend to preceed.

I also want to tell you about one new piece of evidence I have

I recognize

discovered, which/will not be helpful to my case -- but which I have

instructed my attorneys to make available immediately to the Judiciary

Committee, so that it can be reflected in their report and so that

the record will be complete both for the House and for the Senate.
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In a formal written stataement on May 22 of last year, I said
that shortly after the Watergate break-in I became concerned about

_lead to the exposure m%
the possibility that the EeBmIm%s~ investigation might mmem¥rx either of

of /
unrelated covert activities of the €% C.I.A., or/sensitive national

{
security matters that the so-called '"plumbers" unitﬁﬁ/;£ the White
Hous e hazdéx had been working on -- because of the C.I.A. and plumbers
connections of some of those involved. I said that I therefore gave
instructions that the §;§§ F.B.I. should be alerted to coordinate
with the C.I.A., and to ensure that the investigation not expose
these sensitive mational security matters.

That statement was based on my best recollection at the time,
plus documentary materials and the kesfEmemx sworn testimony of those
involved.

In the past several days, I have been engaged in an intensive
ﬁﬁiggga& review of the 64 taped conversations covered by the Special
Prosecutor's subpoena and the Supreme Court's recent order that they

be turned over to Judge Sirica. With one exception, I have found that

xﬁﬁagmx they bear out what I said on April 29 when I announced my de-
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cision to make public the original transcripts: that the evidence I
have turned over to the Judiciary @miE;ELMx Committee tells the full
story of Watergate, in so §;§ far as the Presidant's knowledge or
involvement is concerned. These 64 additional tapes are being
turned over to Judge Sirica, in accorddnce with the éisupreme Court's
ruling. As they become public, which they undoubtedly will, the
truth of this will be evident.

The one exception is a conversation I held with H.R, Haldeman
on June 23, 1972, which concerns my instructions wk with regard to
f£Re coordination between the F.B.I, and the C.I.A. In reviewing the

. now

tape, it is/clear to me that Mr. Haldeman and I did discuss the political
aspects of the situation, and that we were fully aware of the advantagaes
this course of action would have with respect to limiting possible

public exposure of involvement by persons connected with the re-election

committee.
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Let me take a moment to explain why I did not make this public
sooner, although I should have. 1In ﬁﬁﬁay of this year I began a
review of ggﬁthe 64 tapes subpoenaed by the Special Prosecutor,
but ﬁﬁ;m then postpomed completing it pending the decision kyxbhmzm

- SnpnxExmSnpurmenounkn that was finally handed down 12 days ago

by the Supreme Court. In EEE course of this partial review I
listened to this tape, but did not focus on it thoroughly. I did
not at the time consider it inconsistent with my past statements,
nor did I have transcripts made or advise my staff or counsel about
any possible concern with it.

I now recognize this as having been a serious mistake, because
as a result of it my counsel, my staff, and others, including members
of the Judiciary Committee, angmatkexs who defended my position did
so on the basis of facts that were incomplete.

While recognizing full well that some will interpret this
convergdation

EXaRBEXEpE in an extremely nagative way, HG?%;EQ, I would emphasize

what actually happened as a result of it. Acting Director Gray of
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believewit“iﬁ“importénEJEHMi_edﬁﬁéé{ééﬁgh_Qﬁég-actually akhppe hapﬁéﬁed
as a result of it. Acting Director-mg Gféifgﬁ the F.B.I. did coordinate
with Director Helms and Deputy Director Walters of the C.I.A. The
C.I.A, did check to see whether any of its covert activities would
be compromised by a full F.B.I. investigation of Watergate. Deputy
on
Director Walters reported to Mr. Gray/that they would not be compromised.
o
Mr. Gray in turn reported this to mmgmEwmdm me on July 6, and, as the

record shows, I then told him to press ahead vigorously with his

investigation -- which he did.
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There has been a great deal of speculatimn that I would resign,

rather than face trial by the Senate.
ST ERRE X

Some cite the ®»& erosion of my ped&an political base, oJ s

Some suggest that if I perseveré)ia_seeéng—themeunstéeeééeaal

proacese—ehrough—to—tees~vonmctasdan, I am not only ignoring what they
consider the inevitable outcome, butzJ;;:doing so at considerable

personal risk. They point to the fact that a President who resigns
keeps all the pensions, allowances and other perquisites of an

ex-President, whereas one camzmetredzirymrirem®mmak removed by the

C A
Senate loses everything, =~ WJ ﬂj L‘ AM e aaa"‘ ¥

Some cite the costs #% to the nation of more months of distraction

and uncertainty.
(T Comi AR A=l s
Some say I should not see through, because even if vindicated

by the Senate I would be so weakened poditically that I could not

govern effectively forq;:;he remainder of my term,
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resign, because of th-—smimwssmxwrax erosion.of my poFhrhx

P 7 ¥ o
_peécause oﬁxthe"additigaéif;;;:/erosion the¢y

pE————

[
risle.) I have T tirisrkraneasmtgraidha weighed carefully ! A¢~«

what I consider to be the competing national interests involved.
I have explored the question thoroughly with my family.

They amd=f=axeo. Aoy sratalad ey g Jhc—eeﬁﬂinﬁ£m£j£;;:ih£ Consti-

tutional process must not be aborted or short=circuited =-- that having

begun, it must be carried through to its corclusion, that is, k&

through a fair trial & in the Senate and to a decision by that body.

On the question of whether a duly elected President sho¥1ld be

removed from office, the Constitutiona places the final judgment in
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the Senate of the United States. It places the ¥®g responsibility on
consider

each Senator to wetgk the evidence, to decide guilt or innocence,
and to rpaskmzmzmRmemen: weigh the consequences to the nation of
breaching the fixed-term tradition.

If I were to resign, it would spare the country xkiremmmdmedsat
;;; additional months consumed with the ordeal of a Presidential
impeachment and trial.

But it would leave unresolved the questions that have

already cost the country so much in anguish, division and uncertainty.

More important, it would leave a permanent crack in our rmmEmRmkRm8m
A AZ(/\ ‘,’\/\M/JA/\/\_L B )
constitutional structure: it would establish the principle thas[57
;’Qwu‘L) = eplbddiacs, /
President could be drtven from office\by means short of those provided
J&;JAxﬁtw/&Aﬁ VZVM’ /Laagwﬂ/ycxl et il
iy o ecs o™ e e gdr

£ ST Ao, /U// P2y
When the founding fathers provided for the impeachment process,

5 . /
by the Constitution.

.z ,
N T So el [)‘U/—’/}’““’L‘ o

they detiberately peemided and—wisetly established a set of procedures a

(Tt o dedbe ety ) phee

and criterTE?aggigned to make removal of a President possible, but i

T -

A

difficult. This is less for the purpose of protecting the President

personally than it is to protect the stability and continuity of the
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political process -- to guard the nation from the ebb and flow of

passions, and to ensure the most ggrpainstakeing consideration before
taking an act of the gravest comns equences.
Whatever the mistakes that have been made -- and they are many --
_ ot #D AL
and whatever thé\beEdre’Sg/my own responsibility for those mistakes,
I firmly believe that I have not committed any act of commission or

omission that justifies removing a duly elected President from office.

]«? ] (;@( 4 &é,zﬁ,{, V¥ _[( Lee CornndrC @ Sevel o <V, J

v
Rpk@emEngnkhangmasxsdfixaan gQuite obviously, others disagree -- including

4

a majority of the House Judiciary Committee, and by all indications
a majority of the House itself. But believing as I do that I have
not committed such an act, I could not in conscience desert this
office without seeing the Constitttional process through to its
conclusion.

For me to see this through ﬁg will have costs for the country
in the short run. The months ahead will not be easy for any of us.
But in the long run -- whatever the outcome -- the result will be
a more stable form of government. Far more damaging than the ordeal

of a Senate trial, far more damaging than even the ®mRf conviction and
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removal of a President, would be the descent toward chaos if Presidents
could be removed short of impeachment and trial.

Throughout the Western world, governmentdl instability has
reached almost epidemic propostions as one government after another
has bee
g -forced out of office. Here in the United States, wkhk within the

. / .
last dozen years one President asSSemax was assassinated; the next
, did not even
was in £ effect driven from office when he Hemdsesmankmka seek re-
electi on; and now the third stands on the verge of impeachment by
the House of Representatives, a®d confronted with calls for his
resignation in order to make the process of removal easier.
This country bears enormous responsibilities to itself and
to the world. If RHS;; we are to meet those responsibilities b#—
the deeades—hwady in this and future Presidencies, we must not
”y
let this office be destroyed -- or let it fall such easy paetr
prey to those who1exu1t in the breaking of the President that the
game becomes a national habit.

Therefore, I shall see the Constitttional process through --

whatever its outcome.
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Because I believe in my case, I expect to be vindica&ted ==~

whether ag/by this Senate, oslthose a generation from now who write
the history of these times.
before the Senate

I shall appear before the Senate, and answer under oath/

any and all questions that may be put to me. 7ZA¢4 -

I expect to be vindicated not only for my conduct as President,
. . / . .

but also for my determination m@% that there will be no cheapening
of the Constitutional process, and no weakéning of this office hyr—
Sirkromweearhakananprasnikaxbenx for future Presidents by dismantling
is constitutional progections. Those #gg/protections were erected
not for the sake of any particular incumbent, but for the sake of
the nation -- and for the nation's sake, I intend to keep them in place.

Thank you, and good evenij;.
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AUGUST 5, 1974 SPEECH

Good evening.

With the deliberations of the House Judiciary Committee

completed and its recommendation awaiting action by the full

House of Representatives, questions have been raised about my

own plans for dealing with the impeachment issue.

I have requested this time in order to tell you how I intend

to proceed.

Debate on the Committee's impeachment recommendations

is scheduled to begin on the House floor two weeks from today --

on August 19.

In the wake of the Judiciary Committee's action, there has

been a very substantial erosion of the political base that I would
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need in order to sustain my position in the House of Representatives.

Therefore, at this time it appears almost a foregone conclusion that

one or more articles of impeachment will be voted by the House,

and that the matter will go to a trial in the Senate.

As a practical matter, I accept the virtual certainty of this

development. In a phrase very familiar to members of the House,

the other side has the votes. Therefore, I shall proceed on the

assumption that the issue will finally be resolved in the Senate.

It is not my purpose tonight to argue my case. There will

be time for that later. Rather, I want to explain how I intend to

proceed.
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I also want to tell you about one new piece of evidence I

have discovered, which I recognize will not be helpful to my

case -- but which I have instructed my attorneys to make avail-

able immediately to the Judiciary Committee, so that it can be

reflected in their report and so that the record will be complete

both for the House and for the Senate.

In a formal written statement on May 22 of last year, 1

said that shortly after the Watergate break-in I became concerned

about the possibility that the investigation might lead to the

exposure either of unrelated covert activities of the CIA, or

of sensitive national security matters that the so-called

"plumbers' unit at the White House had been working on --

because of the CIA and plumbers connections of some of those
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involved. I said that I therefore gave instructions that the FBI

should be alerted to coordinate with the CIA, and to ensure that

the investigation not expose these sensitive national security

matters.

That statement was based on my best recollection at the

time, plus documentary materials and the sworn testimony of

those involved.

In the past several days, I have been engaged in an intensive

review of the 64 taped conversations covered by the Special Prose-

cutor's subpoena and the Supreme Court's recent order that they

be turned over to Judge Sirica. With one exception, I have found

that they bear out what I said on April 29 when I announced my
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decision to make public the original transcripts: that the evidence

I have turned over to the Judiciary Committee tells the full story

of Watergate, in so far as the President's knowledge or involve-

ment is concerned. These 64 additional tapes are being turned

over to Judge Sirica, in accordance with the Supreme Court's

ruling. As they become public, which they undoubtedly will, the

truth of this will be evident.

The one exception is a conversation I held with H. R. Haldeman

on June 23, 1972, which concerns my instructions with regard to

coordination between the FBI and the CIA. In reviewing the tape

it is now clear to me that Mr. Haldeman and I did discuss the

political aspects of the situation, and that we were fully aware of
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the advantages this course of action would have with respect to

limiting possible public exposure of involvement by persons

connected with the re-election committee.

Let me take a moment to explain why I did not make this

public sooner, although I should have. In May of this year I

began a review of the 64 tapes subpoenaed by the Special

Prosecutor, but then postponed completing it pending the decision

that was finally handed down 12 days ago by the Supreme Court.

In the course of this partial review I listened to this tape, but

did not focus on it thoroughly. I did not at the time consider it

inconsistent with my past statements, nor did I have transcripts

made or advise my staff or counsel about any possible concern

with it.
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I now recognize this as having been a serious mistake,

because as a result of it my counsel, my staff, and others,

including members of the Judiciary Committee, who defended

my position did so on the basis of facts that were incomplete.

While recognizing full well that some will interpret this

conversation in an extremely negative way, I would emphasize

what actually happened as a result of it. Acting Director Gray

of the FBI did coordinate with Director Helms and Deputy Director

Walters of the CIA. The CIA did check to see whether any of its

covert activities would be compromised by a full FBI investigation

of Watergate. Deputy Director Walters reported to Mr. Gray

on that they would not be compromised. Mr. Gray in

turn reported this to me on July 6, and, as the record shows, I

then told him to press ahead vigorously with his investigation --

which he did.
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LLet me turn now to the future.

There has been a great deal of speculation that I would resign,

rather than face trial by the Senate.

Some cite the erosion of my political base, and say that this

either dims or dooms my chances in the Senate.

Some cite the costs to the Nation of more months of distrac-

tion and uncertainty.

Some say I should not see the Constitutional process through,

because even if vindicated by the Senate I would be so weakened

politically that I could not govern effectively for the remainder of

my term.
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Some suggest that if I persevere, I am not only ignoring

what they consider the inevitable outcome, but doing so at

considerable personal risk. They point to the fact that a

President who resigns keeps all the pensions, allowances and

other perquisites of an ex-President, whereas one removed by

the Senate loses everything -- and that he leaves in disgrace.

I have thought long and hard about all of these questions.

I have weighed carefully what I consider to be the competing

national interests involved. I have explored the questions

thoroughly with my family.

They share in my belief that the Constitutional process

must not be aborted or short-circuited -- that having begun, it
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must be carried through to its conclusion, that is, through a

fair trial in the Senate and to a decision by that body.

On the question of whether a duly elected President

should be removed from office, the Constitution places the

final judgment in the Senate of the United States. It places

the responsibility on each Senator to consider the evidence,

to decide guilt or innocense, and to weigh the consequences to

the Nation of breaching the fixed-term tradition.

If I were to resign, it would spare the country additional

months consumed with the ordeal of a Presidential impeachment

and trial.

But it would leave unresolved the questions that have already

cost the country so much in anguish, division and uncertainty.
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More important, it would leave a permanent crack in our

Constitutional structure: it would establish the principle that

under pressure, a President could be removed from office by

means short of those provided by the Constitution. By establishing

that principle, it would invite such pressures on every future

President who might, for whatever reason, fall into a period of

unpopularity.

When the founding fathers provided for the impeachment

process, they established a set of procedures and criteria that

were deliberately designed to make removal of a President

possible, but difficult. This is less for the purpose of protecting

the President personally than it is to protect the stability and

continuity of the political process -- to guard the Nation from the
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ebb and flow of passions, and to ensure the most painstaking

consideration before taking an act of the gravest consequences.

Whatever the mistakes that have been made -- and they

are many -- and whatever the measure of my own responsibility

for those mistakes, I firmly believe that I have not committed

any act of commission or omission that justifies removing a

duly elected President from office. If I did believe thatI had

committed such an act, I would have resigned long ago.

Quite obviously, others disagree -- including a majority

of the House Judiciary Committee, and by all indications a

majority of the House itself. But believing as I do that I have

not committed such an act, I could not in conscience desert

this office without seeing the Constitutional process through to

its conclusion.
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For me to see this through will have costs for the country

in the short run. The months ahead will not be easy for any of

us. DBut in the long run -- whatever the outcome -- the results

will be a more stable form of government. Far more damaging

than the ordeal of a Senate trial, far more damaging than even

the conviction and removal of a President, would be the descent toward

chaos if Presidents could be removed short of impeachment and trial.

Throughout the Western world, governmental instability has

reached almost epidemic proportions as one government after

another has been forced out of office. Here in the United States,

within the last dozen years one President was assassinated; the

next was in effect driven from office when he did not even seek

relection; and now the third stands on the verge of impeachment
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by the House of Representatives, confronted with calls for his

resignation in order to make the process of removal easier.

This country bears enormous responsibilities to itself

and to the world. If we are to meet those responsibilities in

this and future Presidencies, we must not let this office be

destroyed -- or let it fall such easy prey to those who would

exult in the breaking of the President that the game becomes

a national habit.

Therefore, I shall see the Constitutional process through

-- whatever its outcome.

I shall appear before the Senate, and answer under oath

before the Senate any and all questions put to me there.
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Because I believe in my case, I expect to be vindicated --

whether by this Senate, or by those a generation from now who

write the history of these times.

I expect to be vindicated not only for my conduct as a

President, but also for any determination that there will be

no cheapening of the Constitutional process, and no weakening

of this office for future Presidents by dismantling its Constitu-

tional protections. Those protections were erected not for the

sake of any particular incumbent, but for the sake of the Nation

-~ and for the Nation's sake, I intend to keep them in place.

Thank you, and good evening.

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum



August 5, 1974 Speech
1st Draft-8/3/74 -6-(Rev.)

the advantages this course of action would have with respect to

limiting possible public exposure of involvement by persons

connected with the re-election committee. Because this conver-

sation took place just a few days after the break-in, I know it will

be widely interpreted as evidence thatI was involved from the outset

in efforts at cover-up.

Let me take a moment to explain why I did not make this public

sooner, although I should have. In May of this year I began a review

of the 64 tapes subpoenaed by the Special Prosecutor, but then post-

poned completing it pending the decision that was finally handed down

12 days ago by the Supreme Court. In the course of that earlier

partial review I listened to this tape, but did not focus on it

thoroughly. I did not at the time consider it inconsistent with my

past statements, nor did I have transcripts made or advise my staff

or counsel about any possible concern with it.
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Some suggest that if I persevere, I am not only ignoring

what they consider the inevitable outcome, but doing so at

considerable personal risk.

Indeed, when I reviewed the June 23 tape, and realized

the interpretations that will probably be placed on it, I seriously

considered resigning.

I have thought long and hard about all of these questions.

I have weighed carefully what I consider to be the competing

national interests involved. I have explored the questions

thoroughly with my family.

They share in my belief that the Constitutional process

must not be aborted or short-circuited -- that having begun, it
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