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PRESIDENT RICHARD M NIXON, DLY 75, NIXON STAFF HDQTRS

NY K
DEAR PRESIDENT NIXON: I THANK GOD YOU ARE OUR PRESIDENT ELECT
AND YOU ARE WORTH MORE THAN THE ADDITIONAL 100,000.00 BUT PLEASE
BEWARE. IN MY OPINION THIS INCREASE IS ONLY A TRICK BY THE
OPPOSITION TO PSYCOLOGICALLY ENCOURAGE MORE INFLATION THUS
DESTROYING ONE OF THE GOOD INTENTIONS OF YOURSELF AND THE CONSERVATIVE
S. AS OWNER OF THE RICHFIELD BUS COMPANY AND THE ROCHESTER

CITY LINES I KNOW WHAT INFLATION MEANS TOWARD THE DESTRUCTION

OF OUR _BUSTNESS  AND SERVICE TO THE PUBLIC. I ALSO WISH TO APOLOGIZE
FOR THE MISINFORMED VOTERS OF MINNESOTA. I WOULD HAVE BEEN

MUCH PROUDER HAD MINNESOTA VOTED REPUBLICAN. KINDEST REGARDS

TO YOU AND YOUR FAMILY SINCERELY

GEORGE C HOLTER 424 EMERSON AVE SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS MINNESOTA

SF1201(R2-65)
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PRESINDENT ELECT RICHARD NIXON

WASHDC
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NOW THAT PRESIDENT JOHNSON IS THROUGH WITH MAGNIFICENT POLITICAL
DIPLOMACY, LET'S CARVE HIS HEAD IN MT, RUSHMOhE AND GET ON
Ki;H THE JOB OF RE-BUILDING AMERICA, THE PRESINDENT, IN HIS
o r ﬁi?ig;i: 3:T$D NOT TELL IT QUITE LIKE IT IS, UNDERSTANDABLY
7 il A;DYT::D WORLD PEACE ARE FLIRTACIOUS AND UNSTABLE
Y HAVE AND WILL REMAIN OLD MAIDS - IT
IS MY OPINION THIS COUNTRY, DURING YEARS OF FOOLISH HAGGLING
AND DIVISIVENESS HAS SPAWNED MULTITUDES OF MORONS - ANIMA
| LIKE CREATURES WHO FEEL AMERICA IS A RAGING JUNGLE FOR THEIR
;&DEOUS CAPERS ~ THESE FRANTIC HEATHENS PREY UPON ANYONE IN
INDEiElgsSgizian; SOME ARE VICIOUS VARMINTS, OFTEN HIDING
- SOME ARE INVADERS FROM AN EVIL DOCTRINE

SFI1201(R2-65)
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- UGLY PERPETRATORS OF LAWLESS SCHEMES AND PLOTS ALL DESIGNED
TO OVERTHROW AND MURDER OFF - I ASK, WHO IS GIVING THE GREEN
TO THESE BARBARIANS, PAVING THEIR WAY TO DESTRUCTION?? SO NOW,
COME RICHARD NIXON - SHOULD WE DEFEAT THE COMMUNISTS? SHOULD
WE CONDEMN PLLZ0? WHAT ABOUT THE FAILURE OF PACIFI ATION? WHAT
ABOUT THE BIG RACKETS? CAN UWE HAVE PURE AIR? WHERE ARE THE
‘REALLY BIG SEEDBEDS OF NARCOTECS? DO WE REALLY WANT TO GET
ON THE MOON? HOW MANY AMERICANS ARE STARVING? WHERE DOEX THE
ONEY REALLY GO? SHOULDN'T WE ISOLATE, GAIN INDEPENDENCE, HAVE
SELF-ASSURANCE AND BE DEFIANT? AT LEAST, ONCE AGAIN. WILL THE

REAL NIXON PLEASE STAND UP - FOR A GREATER AMERICAN,

THOMAS E GILPIN
7902 MONROE BUENA PARK 828-5242.

SF1201(R2-65)
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THE LOVE FOR MONEY HAS NO DOUBT REPLACED THE LOVE OF THE SERVICE
TO ONE'S COUNTRYe A TRAIT TO BE SOUGHT AFTER IN THIS MATERIALISTIC
AGE+ SURTAXES, INCOME TAXES, STATE TAXES AND SOCIAL SECURITY
TAXES EAT AWAY AT OUR MEAGER PAY CHECKS BUT NEVER FOR ONE MOMENT
OES THE LOYAL DEVOTED TO THEIR COUNTRY AVERAGE HARDWORKING
OVERTAXED CITIZEN RESENT HELPING THEIR BELOVED REPRESENTATIVE.e
IT WOULD BE BEYOND THEIR DIGNITY TO WANT TO DENY THEM THEIR
SUMMER HOMES IN FLORIDA AND ONE IN MAINE AND OF COURSE THE
VERY NECESSARY ONE IN WASHINGTONe YOUR DEVOTED SERVANT.

MRS PAUL WHITEHEAD, SR :

SFXLOI(R2-65)
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CHWARD M NIX ON

75 DLY PD PRESIDENT ELECT WASHINGTON DC
COPY OF WIRE SENT TO LYMDON B JOHNSON
IN YOUR TERM OF PRESIDENT OF THESE UNITED STATES WHAT HAVE
YOU ACCOMPLISHED .
AS A TAX PAYER WHO HAS BEEN TAXED TO THE FRANE OF My BODY WHICH
IS 105 POUNDS 1 AM VERY WELL AWARE OF THE FACT THAT I AN EXPECTED
TO SUPPORT MY COUNTRY WHICH I CAN NOT GO AGAINST, BUT I AM
TIRED OF SUPPORTING IDIOTS, NO ACCOUNTS EVEN IN POLITICAL
orncr.‘MPsume TO OUR COU TRY. SHALL WE
FURTHER OURSELVES SINCE YOU ARE LEAVING OFFICE YOUR ANSWER
MIGHT BE INTERESTING THIS IS JUST A TAX PAYING PEASANT

JSEPHINE M LITTLER 4690 DUNDEE AVE

SF1201(R2-€5)
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UNEMPLOYED. PRIVATE CITIZENS
RICHARD M NIXON et
CARE PRESIDENT LYNDON B JOHNSON

WASH DC
PLEASE REFER TO MY. LETTER OF LATE OCTOBER.FRATERNALLY

PROF RALPH C JAMES JR ASSOC PROF OF ECONOMICS.
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PRSIDENT ELECT NIXON
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PEASE USE THIS IN YOUR INAUGURAL SPEECH MAYBE THIS WILL BRING
OUR COUNTRY TOGETHER IN THE PAST IT WAS SAID THAT AMERICA IS
A LAND OF PROMISE WELL A PROMISE IS A DREAM I SAY UNDER THIS
NEW ADMNISTRATION AMERICA wyILL BE A LAND OF FULF ILLMENT, FULFILLMENT
OF A DREAM COME TRUE
JOSEPH H FACIANE
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PRES-ELECT”RICHARD M NIX 1}
WASHDC "\
SEND ME A TICKET. I WANT TO BE YOUR HEAD BODYGUARD. I VOTED %

FOR YOU
WILDCAT BULLFROG NIXON MILLHOUSE SPUTNIK
PPC .
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RABLE RICHARD M NIXON, PRESIDENT ELECT
THEUNITED STATES OF AMERICA WASHDC
MAY 1 ADD THIS MY SECOND APPEAL TO THE MANY YOU HAVE RECEIVED
ABOUT THE PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION ON JANUARY 20« REPORTS
BY THE NEWS MEDIA REACHING THE PEOPLE OF CUR NATIONA INDICATE
THAT TRADITION WILL ONCE AGAIN CROWD OUT REASON AND LOGIC ON
THIS DAYe THERE MIGHT SOME OCCASSIONS THAT WARRANT CELEBRATION
AND REVELRY BUT HARDLY THIS ONEe. WE LOOK BACK WITH SHAME AND
REGRET FOUR YEARS AGO WHEN INAUGURAL DEMANDS MADE PRES IDENT
JOHNSON HAYE TO BE RUSHED TO THE HOSPITALe THAT GAY CARNIVAL
REVELRY THEN WHEN SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL WAS IN A COMA AND THE
VIET NAM SITUATION WAS WORSENING WAS NOT IN KEEPING WITH THE
TEMPER OF THE TIME. AND NOR TCDAY WHEN A NATION AND A WORLD

IS STAGGERING AND WE WONDER WHERE TO LOOK TO LIND A HAND TO
SF1201(R2-65)
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LEAD US. A HAND THAT IS STABLE AND STRONG AND A HAND THAT ENCOURAGES
US TO BE PEOPLE OF CHARACTER AND POWER AND CONCERN IS WHAT
WE NEED. THE ABSOLUTE ABANDONMENT AND CANCELLATION EVEN AT
THIS LATE DATE OF PLANS THAT MAKE THE INAUGURAL DAY PLAIN DANGEROUS
AND STUPID FOLLY WOULD BE MOST WELCOMED BY MRe AVERAGE CITIZEN.
A SINCERE CHANGE BY A NEW PRESIDENT ON HIS VERY FIRST DAY MIGHT"
WELL BE THE JUST THE SMALL AND PROPER START FOR A RETURN OF
A PEOPLE TO CHARACTER AND SANITY AND TC GOD

THOMAS W DYE 214 CYPRESS ST CLARKSDALE MISS

{450) . Y T

SF1201(R2-65)
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NYK
DEAR MR NIXON A~
IGNORE NEGRO BULLYING CLAMP DOWN ON CRIME SEDITION AND TREASON
BE STRONG BE PRAYERFUL CONTINUE TO ASK FOR PRAYERS REMEMBER
PIONEERS RANCHERS DAIRYMEN FARMERS AMERICANINDIANS MEXICANS
ALASKANS HAWAIIANS ALL HARD WORKING AMERICANS IN THE INTERMOUNTAIN
WEST THESE CITIZENS ALL NEED MORE LAND MORE WATER AND MORE
RESERVOIRS TO PRODUCE MORE FOOD AND BUSINESS FOR THE PEOPLE
SPEAKING OF ISRAEL READ ISAIAH 31 CHAPTER VERSES 4 AND 5 GENERAL
ALLENBYS AIRPLANES AND THE LORD OF HOSTS BE COMFORTED GOD WILL

. DEFEND AND PRESERVE JERUSALEM AND ISRAEL GOD WILL NOT FAIL

IT IS ALL PROPHESIED SINCERELY

MISS VIRGINIA L HORNE

NatAonal Education Association JAN 1 4 196@
1201 Sixteenth Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20036 JAI! 4. ’96‘9

Congratulations upon your appointment to the posit,ion as
Director of Women's Bureau of U, 3. Department of Labor.
This appointment reflects deserved credit upon you as an
individual and upon the profession of education. We
extend our sincere best wishes.

Alabama Education Asscciation
. . * C% P. Nelson, Executive jecretary

Send the above message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed fo

PLEASE TYPE OR WRITE PLAINLY WITHIN BORDER —DO NOT FOLD
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622P(£ST NOV 9 68 AAS41 PA737 |
P PGA429 NL PDF TDPG NEWCASTLE PENN 9 B NV 9 PM 6 24
RICHARD NIXON

KEY BISCAYME FLO
DEAR MR NIXON: AS A REPUBLICAN POLITICAL SCIENTIST WORKING
FOR IMPROVED RACE RELATIONS LET ME SUGGEST THAT YOU USE YOUR _
INFLUENCE WITH CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS TQ SEND ADAY CLAYTON POWELL
IN THE NEW CONGRESS WHATEVER HIS FAULTS HIS SEATING IN THE
HOUSE WOULD HELP HEAL SOME OF T E WOUNDS BETWEEN THE RACES
CONGRATULATIONS ON SOUR VICTORY AT LAST THE MODERATE HAVE FOUR
AND TWO VOICE

DR WALTER SLACK WEST MINSTER COLLEGE NEW WILMINGTON PENN,

SF1201(R2-65)
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PRESIDENT ELECT RICHARD NIXON
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LIBERAL NEWS MEDIA COMMITING YOU TO $35 GOLD PRICE DONT BE
- SEDUCED SEE REGISTERED LETTER
H MURRELL 1540 BCBERO DR
MRH ‘
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Hazards

of Negotiating With

¢

the Communists

By Apm. Arvueicu A, Burkg, USN (Rer)

TJAN < - 1969

A member of the first U.S. negotiating team in Korea recalls
the bitter lessons we learned at Panmunjom and points out
their applicability to the Paris talks today

¥. WERE the senior officers
who had crossed the bat-
tle lines to meet with the

communist enemy to work out a
Korean armistice. We climbed from
our helicopters and boarded waiting
jeeps—captured American jeeps.
The one I got into had the name
“Lucy” painted on it. There was a
bullet hole in the windshield,and the
seat was covered with dried blood.

Each jeep flew a large white flag.
We moved at a crawl along roads
lined with troops, whose weapons
and hostile stares were aimed at us.
Communist newsreel cameras were
recording all of it. To millions of
Asians and millions in the commu-
nist world who were treated to these
scenes, it surely must have looked as
though the United States had come

to surrender. On that propaganda
note, the Korean armistice tatks be-
gan, and we learned our first lesson:
in trying to negotiate peace with
communists, nerer agree to meet
with them except on purely neutral
ground. When, last spring, the Ad-
ministration promised to talk peace
with the Vietnamese communists
“any place, any time,” it was an
appalling blunder, and Hanoei made
the most of it. For a full month,
communist propaganda made the
United States seem a liar before the
world before talks even got started
in Paris.

In July 1951, we could, perhaps,
be pardoned for ignorance. We had
no previous experience in negotiat-
ing the end of a war with commu-
nists. We assumed they meant to

119
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negotiate in good faith, as we did.
Hence, we permitted our natural
impatience to end the war to super-
sede good judgment. But, with the
United States again engaged in ne-
gotiations with communists, it be-
hooves the American people to recall
what happened in Korea.

By early summer 1951, the United
Nations forces, composed mainly of
American troops, were solidly in
control of the Korean War. The
enemy was hurting badly, and on
June 23, 1951, Jacob Malik, then
Soviet delegate to the UN, let it
be known that the communists
might be ready for a cease-fire along
the 38th Parallel, the line from
which they had launched their in-
vasion of the south. At Washington’s
direction, Gen. Matthew Ridgway,
Supreme Commander of U.N.
forces, asked the enemy high com-
mand, via radio broadcast, whether
they desired truce talks. If so, Ridg-
way proposed that representatives of
both sides meet aboard the Danish
hospital ship Jutlandia. He offered
to place the ship in the enemy-con-
trolled harbor at Wonsan so that the
communists could, if they desired,
go ashore at night. The proposal
seemed more than reasonable.

Ridiculous Lengths. Next day, the

communists agreed to meet with us

ApM. ArreicH A. Burke first won fame as
an audacious and colorful destroyer captain
during World War II, and later became a
distinguished Chief of Naval Operations
(1955-61). He is now Director of the Center
for Strategic Studies at Georgetown Univer-
sity, Washington, 1D.C.
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if we came to Kaesong, a city they
held, on the 28th Parallel. It was de-
cided that it didn’t really matier
where we talked so long as we talked
and got the shooting stopped. So
we agreed to meet the enemy on
his ground. We learned quickly that
communists regard any such unre-
ciprocated concession as a sign of
important weakness—military, po-
litical, mnral of all three—and
having won one, they press for and -
fully expect to win more and more.

The communists, of course, acted
as though they could not understand
our anger at our reception at Kae-
song. Nor were they through trying
to win points. The delegations sat in
ordinary dining-room chairs that
first day, facing each other across a
table. We gave no thought to the
fact that we were taller than the
communists unti] we sat down again
after lunch to find that the legs of
each of our chairs had been short-
ened by several inches—we prac-
tically were sitting on the floor
gazing upward at them! Our senior
delegate, Vice Adm. C. Turner Joy,
insisted on a new set of chairs, but
by the time we got them, the com-
munists had more film footage. We
had learned another valuable lesson
—that the communists will literally
go to the most ridiculous lengths to
score a propaganda point,

Now began the greatest farce of
all, the negotiations. We believed
the conditions necessary for a cease-
fire would be agreed on within a
month at the most and that then a
peace treaty could be hammered out.
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But it took ten long, bitter sessions
even to work out a seasible agenda,
aud then the real stalling began.
We sought agreement on the prin-
ciple that the truce line should be ap-
proximately the battle line at the
time an armistice was signed. We
were told we had to agree immedi-
ately 1o retire behind the 38th Par-
allel. We were well north of this
parallel along more than two thirds
of the front and had no intention of
ever retreating behind it, To accept
it as the demarcation line, with com-
munist forces just on the other side,
would be to relinquish a strong posi-
tion for which we had paid dearly
in blood, and to provide an aggres-
sive enemy with a temptation to

THE HAZARDS OF NEGOTIATING WITH COMMUNISTS
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invasion —a temptation that already
had proved irresistible to him.

The Waiting Game. They
brushed aside our every argument
and continued to demand that we
negotiate on their terms. They
wouldn’t budge. The war went on,
and men—theirs as well as ours—
kept dying, Meanwhile, enormous
efforts were made to turn public
opinion against us. It was claimed
that our unreasonable attitude might
bring on another world war. We
held fast, knowing well that the
surest way to allout war is to ap-
pease aggressors. '

Unable to win an inch from us on
the matter of the demarcation line,
the communists continued their
propaganda pressure. At the confer-
ence table they digressed frequently
into long harangues against our
naval and air power, claiming that
we used it only to kill civilians, We
answered that since they pushed
civilians ahead of their troops, used
forced civilian labor in military op-
erations, used school buildings and
private homes as military barracks
and otherwise grossly violated the
rules of war pertaining to the treat-
ment of civilians, they, not we, were
to blame for their civilian casualties.

And so the Korean talks went—
nowhere. The communist stall was
based on their certainty that our na-
tional will and the morale of our
combat forces would collapse even-
tually and that we then would sue
for peace on their terms. They were
willing to wait interminably and
were able to hang on because we had
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ordered our forces simply to hold
the line, We made the same mistake
in Vietnam, drastically curtailing
our air campaign against the north,
which was ruining the enemy’s
economy, and getting no concession
in return.

In Korea, our obvious impatience
to end the war gave the communists
ample reason to believe their waiting
game would succeed and that we
would cave in and pay their price.
It took them two months to realize
we were not going to give them a
demarcation line until an armistice
was signed. It was time for a change
in their tactics.

One midnight they bombed the
Kaesong “neutral” zone, accused us
of doing it in an attempt to murder
their delegates and abruptly broke
off the talks. They believed that such
a show of toughness on their part
would create a tide of public opinion
in America that would force us back
to the truce table on their terms. It
didn’t work. We reapplied military
pressure. Some two months later
they called for a resumption of ne-
gotiations. We refused to return to
communist-controlled Kaesong
where we were unable even to walk
around without permission. But they
agreed to meet us near Panmunjom,
six miles south of Kaesong. It was
between the front lines and made for
a more neutral atmosphere.

“You Are Lying!” Army Maj.
Gen. Henry I. Hodes and I met with
communist delegates to try to break
the impasse. After much wrangling,
we agreed to determine the location

October

of the present battle line. Hodes and
I flew and walked across Korea,
plotting the whole line. We went
to Panmunjom knowing the exact
positions of both sides’ forces, and
started pointing them out on a map.
“We hold Hill 874,” we began.

“You are lying,” we were told.

“We were on that hill yesterday,”
we said, “and we talked to our corps
commander this morning.”

“Your corps commander is lying,”
they said. ‘

After six hours the argument re-
mained unresolved. That night we
learned that just before we reached
Panmunjom, the enemy, knowing
we meant to start on that side of the
peninsula, had launched a savage
human-wave attack on Hill 874 and
had taken it. At Panmunjom the
next morning, our opposite numbers
were jubilant. They wasted a couple
of hours explaining to us that they
realized we all were liars and that
we could save time by accepting
their version of the battle line. To
ensure against recurrence of such
tactics, we had telephone lines strung
to the negotiating site. Then we
tried to continue.

“We hold Hill 762, we said.

“No, you don’t,” they said. “You
are lying again.”

I called the corps commander.
“You are going to get an attack on
Hill 762 in a few minutes. Repulse
the attack and take some of the terri-
tory the enemy holds to the north.
Then call us back.” He soon called
back to tell us the attack had come
and that he had done as instructed.
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It went on like that for many weeks;
we negotiated the location of the
present battle line by force, point by
point, slowly, all the way across
Korea.

“Accept this point, midway be-
tween our lines, as the present battle
line,” we would say, “and we will
agree that that is the present battle
line. Tomorrow we won’t accept this
point. We will be a mile farther
north.” The communists would not
accept, and the next day we would
advance a mile. We meant to keep
turning the screw until they agreed
to talk truce on a sensible basis. It
was the only language they under-
stood, and we knew that at the rate
things were going, it wouldn’t take
long—already they were coming to
the meetings with their heads down.

Under Orders. Then, one morn-
ing, the inconceivable happened.
The communists were their old
selves again, nasty and rude. We
were told we had to accept the pres-
ent battle line as the demarcation
line. It was their final position; they
were through talking. To the world
it would appear that they were mak-
ing a major concession in that they
no longer were demanding the 38th
Parallel as the demarcation line. Ac-
tually, it was no concession at all—
the debate had not been over the
38th Parallel but over the idea of
fixing any demarcation line until an
armistice was signed. It would have
been unconscionable folly for us to
agree, for it would have minimized
our chances of obtaining acceptable
terms and guaranteed the prolonga-

THE HAZARDS OF NEGOTIATING WITH COMMUNISTS 123

tion of the war at a greater sacrifice
in life.

But that night we received orders *

from Washington to accept the com-
munists’ demarcation line, Heart-
sick, Hodes and I agreed to do so
only if we then were relieved of fur-
ther participation in the truce talks
—we wanted no part of negotiations
we now were certain would prove
injurious to our country, Ridgway
understood. Next morning we sur-
rendered to the communists on the
demarcation-line issue, and within
a few days we left Korea,

The negotiations, of course, con-
tinued in other hands. Washington
believed our concession would in-
duce a reasonable attitude in the
communists. Instead, it infused iron
into their negotiating stance. So_the
talks droned on, until Washffigton
agreed with our delegation to break
them off. We began clobbering them
again, and continued until the com-
munists asked us to come back.

We only obtained a cease-fire in
Korea after a new U.S. Administra-
tion got word to the enemy that un-
less he signed, and fast, we would
resume hostilities in a major way
without recognizing sanctuary in
Manchuria or even Red China prop-
er. Our warning was punctuated
with a hint that nuclear weapons
might be used. It was that simple,
always had been and still is. We
need not fear that our firmness may
provoke a major war. The Soviet
Union is no more likely to launch
a nuclear war over Vietnam today
than over Korea in 1953. If the
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Soviets ever make war on us, it will
{ be for one reason: that they believe

they can win with acceptable losses
to themselves. They may be ap-
proaching that point, but they
haven’t reached it yet.* And Red
China, rife with internal turmoil, has
far more to lose by intervening in
Vietnam than it did in Korea—
growing nuclear teeth that we are
capable of pulling overnight.

No Hope of Peace. By and large,
the Korean War negotiations consti-
tuted a disaster for the U.S. We
approached the enemy in overly anx-
ious fashion, pulled in our military
horns too soon and made one un-
necessary and costly concession after
another. The truce talks dragged on
for two years and 17 days, during
which time we suffered thousands
upon thousands more casualties, and
settled for far less than the best armi-
stice terms. Hence, we are still—18
years later —sending a military ar-
mistice delegation to Panmunjom,
but only to trade charges, insults and
abuse with the communists, and
no longer with any hope that a true
peace in Korea might be achieved.

At Panmunjom we proved to the
communists that if crime doesn’t
pay, at least it doesn’t cost much, and
under certain circumstances is well
worth the try. If we negotiate the

*8ce “The Threat of Russia’s Rising Stra-

tegic Power,” The Reader’s Digest, February
'68.
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Vietnam war as we did the Korean,
we can expect only more communist
“wars of national liberation.” For
Americans, the following lessons of
Panmunjom are vitally important.

® Recognize that communists re-
gard the conference table as part of
the battlefield, a propaganda plat-
form from which they will try to
win what they have failed to win on
the battleground. Never make a con-
cession for which there is not an ex-
act reciprocation.

® Insist that an acceptable truce
must be achieved within a short,
specified time period. If the enemy
procrastinates, do not hesitate to
break off the talks.

e Never be afraid to threaten new
military force if it seems necessary,
and always be prepared to follow
through. Whatever your intentions,
never promise not to use nuclear
weapons; there is no reason to free
your enemy of this worry.

e Require the enemy to earn your
trust with deeds. Never assume that
you can take his word for anything.

® Recognize that far from trig-
gering a world war, a firm negoti-
ating stance will make such a war
more unlikely.

In addition to our prayers and
good wishes, those who are trying to
negotiate a Vietnam peace for us de-
serve to know that the American
people will not settle for a peace that
is less than honorable.

e o et
TSRS

CLOe need a world in which it is safé to be human.

- Arthur ], Goldberg, quoted in Washington FPoss



And Now
a Word About

TV Commercials

Honesty and humor in advertising are creating an
occasional refreshing oasis in TV’s vast wasteland.
Too often, though, it’s still a case of ad nauscam

Condensed from TIME

LEVISION commercials are in-

I furiating. They are also irre-

sistible. Hardly anybody pays
total attention to them; hardly any-
body totally ignores them. Even a
reluctant viewer cannot quite resist
the euphoria induced by airline ads
that waft him up, up and away, or
travel spots, island-hopping in a
wink of quick cuts, that drop him on
a sun-splashed beach. Catch phrases
such as “Fly the friendly skies,”
“Leave the driving to us” and “A
little dab’ll do ya” have become a
kind of pop poetry.

Commercials also have deeper,
more serious impact. In a discussion
of the causes of last year’s ghetto
riots, the Kerner Report suggested
that the enticements of TV com-
mercials, “endlessly flaunted before
the eyes of the Negro poor and the
jobless ghetto youth,” were an im-
portant inducement to the state of

unrest. Whether or not that analysis
is fair, commercials obviously rep-
resent the American materialist vi-
sion of the good life—all the shiny
possessions and luxuries that people
are supposed to want.

Conveniently Deaf. TV pushes
this vision to an overwhelming
degree. Despite the genuine enter-
tainment that many of the good
commercials afford, television still
crushes its viewers with ads that are
too annoying, too loud, too often and
just too much. Roughly 20 percent
of TV air time is given over to com-
mercials. This year, 2000 advertisers
will pour $3.1 billion into television
advertising —almost twice the budg-
et of the poverty program—reach- -
ing g5 percent of the nation’s homes.
What’s more, the TV spieler has a -
unique license. He doesn’t have to
stick his foot in the door. He’s al-
ready in the living room, chattering
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ROCKEFELLER CEHTER, NEW YORK, W.Y, 10020



128 THE READER'S DIGEST

away. Conveniently deaf, he just
smiles and hammers home his quota
of 600 “brief messages” a day.

Worse, he seems to catch his sec-
ond breath always at the wrong
time. He cuts into the movies just
when things are getting interesting,
or links three, four or five commer-
cials in a row during the station
breaks. Even the war news suddenly
comes to an abrupt halt for the sake
of sell. The bloody events in Viet-
nam are incongruously flanked with
sales messages glorifying the good
life at home. And what are the lim-
its? On the day Robert Kennedy
died, Walter Cronkite no sooner
wrapped up the latest bulletins on
the killing than the screen cut cold
to a mouthwash ad.

The effort and money alone that
go into a single commercial pro-
duction are stupefying. Whilea TV
series films an average of ten min-
utes” worth of script in one day, the
shooting of a 6o-second commercial
often takes two or three days and
can run through 25,000 feet of film
to get the final, worthy go feet. The
cost of a one-minute commercial —
rehearsals, filming, reshooting, dub-
bing, scoring, animation, printing —
runs to an average of $22,000, or
about five times more than a minute
of TV entertainment.

For that kind of money, the mini-
moviemakers command top talent.
Frank Sinatra sells Budweiser beer.
Sid Caesar does a comedy routine
for Sperry Rand, while José Ferrer
supplies the voice-over continuity.
Jack Benny promotes Texaco gaso-
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line. Hollywood cameraman George
Folsey, who has been nominated
for an Oscar 13 times, now trains
his lens on Miller High Life beer
and Sanka Coffee. Composer Mitch
Leigh, who wrote the music for
Man of La Mancha, is a top jin-
gle writer. Dress designer Bill Blass
does the wardrobe for the models
who are seen nuzzling up to the
Princess telephone.

CEBUS. This refreshing infusion
of talent has come just in time: the
old sock-it-to-'em pitch was making
a lot of people punchy. After 20 years
of hard-sell harangue, of watching
faucets drip acids into the stomach
and hammers clang on anvils in the
head, viewers had developed a kind
of filter blend up front. They did
not turn off their sets; they turned
off their minds. Admen refer to that
phenomenon as the “fatigue factor,”
or “CEBUS” (Confirmed Exposure
but Unconscious).

Now, increasingly, as admen try
to break through the CEBUS bar-
rier, the old commercial is being re-
placed with the truly new brand of
ad with miracle ingredients—some
honesty, some humor, packaged
with meticulous care. It might be
called the uncommercial, and it has
transformed the viewer into a con-
sumer of the pitch as much as of the
product. He identifies with the char-
acters who for once look almost
like real people—fat, scrawny, drab,
sassy, ordinary.

Pioneering Tummies. One of the
first breakthroughs in new-look com-
mercials came in 1964 in an Alka-
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Seltzer film. It showed nothing
more than a quick succession of peo-
ple’s midriffs being prodded and
pushed, or just merrily jouncing
along. The message was: “No mat-
ter what shape your stomach’s in,
when it gets out of shape, take Alka-
Seltzer.” On Madison Avenue the
film became an instant classic. Along
with Alka-Seltzer, others pointed the
way — Volkswagen, Avis, and Chun
King chow mein. Today, if critics
were to categorize commercials in
the manner of plays or films, they
would find a variety of styles and
sub-styles. Among them one can
discern:

o Theater of the absurd. A beauti-
ful girl gets into the back seat of a
Rolls-Royce, takes off her clothes,
and climbs into a bathtub brimming
with Calgon bath oil. In an equal-
ly nonsensical series, the Dash soap
man butts into conversations and
flings laundry at innocent people.
“Louise Hexter,” he commands,
“start wearing cleaner blouses!”

o Theater of cruelty. A spot for
American Motors shows a gang of
men demolishing a competitor’s car
with sledge hammers. Who would
admit to hating autos? Still, there is
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and catches it—splat—in the face.

® Fun sex. A blonde looks
straight through the camera and
coos, ““Take it off. Take it off. Take
it all off!” while the music rips
through a bump-and-grind melody.
Of course she is really talking to
some guy shaving with Noxzema,
and she is referring to his beard. The
girl, incidentally, is Gunilla Knuts-
son, Miss Sweden of 1961,

Too Many Dreadfuls. But the old
hard-sell commercial, with its view
of the consumer as a saphead, is still
all too prevalent. In the typical
American family, Mom every
blessed washday is seen running
around the backyard with passion-
ate abandon, embracing her laundry
and squealing,“It even smells clean!”
Sis, poor kid, has just told her best
friend that she’s got bad breath. Dad
keeps getting punched in the eye be-
cause he won’t switch his brand of
cigarettes, and asserts his virility by
barreling around mountain roads in
his wide-track, fast-back, four-on-
the-floor Belchfire. Junior stands at
the mirror all day and counts his
pimples, And after dinner, members
of the family gather at the hearth-
side, unwrap their Wrigley’s and,
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sales pitch. The networks become, in
effect, just audience-delivery services.
Not only are they influenced by ad-
vertisers —they are psyched by them.

With tHe exception of a few en-
lightened companies —among them
Xerox, Hallmark, Bell Telephone
and Western Electric—most adver-
tisers avoid controversial or special-
interest programs, and are happily
led to the kind of show that provides
the best frame for a sales pitch.
Sometimes the frame and the pic-
ture merge completely, as when
Clairol builds a beauty pageant
around its commercials.

Fingers Crossed. What can be
done? Chances are that if everyone
keeps his fingers crossed and buys
the right products, the lighthearted
uncommercials will spread and in-
creasingly crowd the ugh-plugs off
the air. Another prospect is that the
networks, goaded by viewer resent-
ment, will move closer to the Euro-
pean scheme by having fewer but
slightly longer commercial breaks.
But with almost gooo new items ap-
pearing on the supermarket shelves
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each year, sponsors already have
started “clustering” —cramming
more but shorter messages into the
same time space. In the past two
years alone, the number of products
shown on TV has increased by about
one third, most of them in 10-, 20-
and 30-second shots.

Humorist Stan Freberg, a free- -
lance commercial producer, is push-
ing a possible cure. It calls for a week
like this:

Monday. "Television as usual.

Tuesday. The set goes black, but
one word shines in the center of the
screen: Read!

Wednesday. Television as usual.

Thursday. The set goes black
again, but this time we see the word
Talk!

Friday. Television as usual.

Saturday. The words Unsuper-
vised Activity.

And what about Sunday? Says
Freberg: “We have to have some-
where to lump all those leftover
commercials, don’t we? Think of it! ;
Twenty-four glorious, uninterrupted’
hours of advertising!”




Tell Us the 1ruth,

Uncle

Sam

By Joun BARrrON

Federal agencies and bureaucrats are increasingly
engaged in a self-serving policy of ofhcial deceit
—a shabby practice that debases the quality and
character of our democratic process

AST SPRING, as Congress sought a
$6-billion cut in federal spend-
ing before passing the Ad-

ministration’s tax bill, government
agencies joined in a scare campaign
to forestall economies. Most stun-
ning was a statement by the.Veter-
ans Administration. The spending
reduction, it announced, “would
require the closing of the equiv-
alent of 30 hospitals.” Outraged
protests poured into Washington,
berating Congress for heartlessly
shutting hospitals when hundreds
of injured men were arriving weekly
from Vietnam. Finally, a bipartisan
group of Congressmen had had
enough., “You know that VA an-
nouncement is utterly false,” Sen.
John J. Williams (R., Del.) told the
Treasury Department. “We want a
letter to that effect. Unless you set
the record straight, your whole tax

bill will go down the drain.” The let-
ter came quickly.

Not long ago the Department of
Agriculture hurriedly bought 2goo
expensive electric typewriters to use
up money left over at the end of the
year. The General Services Adminis-
tration rebelled at this extravagance,
pointing out that purchase through
competitive bidding would have
saved half a million dollars. The
Agriculture Department solemnly
explained that it had w buy the
typewriters immediately because of
all the paper work created by a
new farm-bill amendment. But the
fact was that Congress already had
rejected the amendment cited.

Monthly Defense Department re-
ports to Congress have long sug-
gested that the amount of supplies
being delivered to North Vietnam
by Western ships was an inconse-
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quential trickle. The State Depart-
ment announced that it was “very
sure” that none of the cargoes con-
tained any “military or strategic”
materials. But when Congress finally
got a look at secret intelligence data,
it learned that the number of Allied
ships visiting North Vietnam was
more than twice what it had been
told. And authorities had no idea
what material some of them carried.

These examples of official deceit
symbolize an ugly phenomenon
which today has begun to corrode
our democracy. Increasingly, federal
departments are caught lying to the
public, the press, the Congress, even
to each other. Such calculated decep-
tion masks mistakes, chokes off en-
lightened criticism and denies voters
facts they need to make intelligent
choices. Worst of all, it undermines
the trust upon which democratic
government and traditions depend.

“Much of the doubt and dissen-
sion which torment the nation today
results from the belief, too often jus-
tified, that our government no long-
er tells the truth,” asserts Sen. Vance
Hartke (D., Ind.). “This is not just a
moral or a philosophic problem,”
adds news commentator Walter
Cronkite. “Half-truths or lies . . .
feed the fire of skepticism and cyni-
cism that can undermine and destroy
our democracy.”

In recent years the government
has tampered with the truth so fre-
quently that the phrase “credibility
gap” has gained common acceptance.
Like most slogans, it is not always
used fairly. Official pronouncements
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which turn out to be wrong some-
times are the consequence of bad
judgment instead of dishonesty.
Some issues and programs are so
complex that sincere differences
about them are inevitable. Yet even
after the most charitable allowances
are made, the public record remains
littered with official lies which no
amount of explanation can erase or
mitigate.

This war on the truth is waged
for fundamental purposes:

To Cover Incompetence. By de-
ceit, bureaucracies seek to hide bun-
gling that would justify the censure
or dismissal of their administra-
tors. Consider what the National
Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion (NASA) tried to foist off on the
public last year.

NASA spends $11,500,000 of the
taxpayers’ money annually and em-
ploys 300 press agents to glorify
itself. It initially enjoyed immunity
from independent scrutiny and criti-
cism, On the night of January 27,
1967, fire erupted in an Apollo space
capsule at Cape Kennedy. Three
brilliant young astronauts were suf-
focated, and our whole program to
put a man on the moon was set back
a year. NASA attempted to depict
the tragedy as simply a bad-luck ac-
cident which could not possibly have
been avoided.

Death was “instantaneous,” it an-
nounced. “There was a flash and
that was it.” “We always have ad-
hered to the highest standards of
safety,” intoned a space boss. “And
yet, in spite of meticulous attention
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to the smallest detail, this tragedy
has occurred.”

Soon, these reassurances were shat-
tered. New York Times and Wash-
ington Evening Ster reporters
learned from engineers who had
heard tape recordings that the three
deaths had been far from “instan-
taneous.” The astronauts pleaded
for help and, as the Times disclosed,
up to the very end “they were
scrambling, clawing and pounding
to open the sealed hatch.” Rep. Wil-
liam F. Ryan (D., N.Y.) unearthed
proof out of NASA’s own files
that, as a result of previous blazes,
it had been warned repeatedly of the
danger of fire in the capsule. Yet it
made no provision for emergency
escape.

Next, several Senators asked
NASA ofhcials if Maj. Gen. Samuel
A. Phillips had not submitted a re-
port devastatingly critical of the
Apollo program. “I know of no
unusual General Phillips report,”
replied George E. Mueller, an asso-
ciate administrator of NASA. The
agency admitted that General Phil-
lips had made some “notes.” But it
belittled their importance, and
NASA boss James E. Webb refused
to let investigating committees see
them.

Representative Ryan obtained a
copy of the Phillips report from a
secret source. Instead of a few
“notes,” it was a voluminous docu-
ment full of charts and evidence. It
found the principal Apollo contrac-
tor, North American Aviation, Inc.,
guilty of disastrous mismanagement
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and waste, and showed that the
entire Apollo program was jeopar-
dized by dangerously poor work-
manship and skyrocketing costs. Yet
additional evidence demonstrated
that NASA had done little to cor-
rect the conditions pinpointed by
Phillips.

Now some Congressmen began to
wonder. Had there been favoritism
in awarding North American the $5-
billion Apollo contract in the first
place? A “Source Evaluation Board”
of 190 scientists and business advis-
ers had recommended a contractor
after an exhaustive study. Had it
been North American?

On April 17, the Senate Space
Committee summoned Webb. Sen.
Margaret Chase Smith (R., Maine)
asked the direct question: “Was
North American the first choice of
the Source Evaluation Board ?” “Yes.
It was the recommended company,”
Webb said categorically.

Three weeks later, Senator Smith
had the facts—and called Webb back
to testify. She asked if it was not
true that the experts actually had
rated Martin Marietta Corp. above
North American. Webb at last
admitted that North American was
not picked by the experts. He and
his three assistants had rejected the
expert recommendation on their
own. ‘

To Forestall Criticism and Dis-
credit Critics. Bureaucrats have
perfected the technique of using mis-
information to obscure criticism in
clouds of confusion. Sen. John C.
Stennis (D., Miss.) was jeered after
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he warned that military spending

for fiscal 1966 would be $12 to $14
billion more than the Pentagon
claimed. “Pure figments of some-
one’s imagination,” said Presidential
Economic Adviser Gardner Ackley;
and Treasury Secretary Henry H.
Fowler joined in ridiculing the Sen-
ator’s authoritative calculations. Yet
soon thereafter the Defense De-
partment had to ask Congress for a
$12.7-billion supplement to its 1966
budget.

Next year the ritual deception was
shamelessly repeated. Before the de-
fense budget was released, senior
military officers secretly reported to
Rep. Melvin R. Laird (R., Wis.):
“Congressman, we think you ought
to know that we've purposely under-
estimated the war costs by at least
$10 billion.” Laird then accused the
Administration of trying to fool the
public about Vietnam war costs by
understating the budget. Within
hours the then Defense Secretary,
Robert S. McNamara, denied the
charge.

As it turned out, Laird was more
than right. The military expendi-
tures during fiscal 1967 actually were
$12.1 billion more than Defense De-
partment assurances. Had the truth
been told, the Joint Economic Com-
mittee said last year, then Congress
might have done something to avert
the vicious inflation the unbudgeted
costs helped cause.

In April 1966, the New York
Times reported from Saigon that air
strikes against the communists had
been drastically curtailed because of
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a shortage of explosives. “It is not
true,” McNamara vowed to Con-
gress. “All this baloney—and it is
only that—about lack of bomb pro-
duction is completely misleading.”
Yet at the time the need for bombs
was so desperate that the Air Force
had to buy back for $21 apiece old
750-pounders which it earlier had
labeled surplus and sold to other
countries for $1.70 each. The Senate
Armed Services Preparedness Sub-
committee later produced over-
whelming evidence, including
official reports from field command-
ers, that the shortage had been acute.

'To Manufacture Propaganda. The
Associated Press last year organized
a team of reporters to ascertain how
much the government spends a year
to put out public information. Their
staggering finding: $425 million!
This “is more than double the com-
bined outlay for news-gathering by
the two major U.S. news services,
the three major TV networks, and
the ten biggest American newspa-
pers,” the AP noted. Too often, this
colossal publicity apparatus is used to
generate deccitful propaganda justi-
tying pet policies and practices.

The Defense Department in re-
cent years, for example, has dazzled
the public with claims of immense
savings attributed to brilliant and
revolutionary management. Yet cold-
eyved auditors from the General
Accounting Office have discovered
hundreds of millions of dollars of
these claims to be utterly fictitious —
such as the Pentagon’s crediting it-
self with a $51,800,000 “saving”
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when the Marines did not buy some
tanks they never planned to buy in
the first place.

For sheer gall, though, no bureau-
crats rival poverty-pregram admin-
istrators. Repeatedly they have
pictured themselves to the public as
slaying dragons of destitution. The
facts too often show otherwise. For
example, in announcing a “com-
munity action” grant for four rural
Missouri counties, the Office of Eco-
nomic Opportunity (OEQO) con-
jured up a compelling scene of want
and despair. “Approximately 120,000
needy persons are found scattered in
every town and along rural roads in
an area 6o miles long and 4o miles
wide,” said its press release. Rep.
William L. Hungate (D., Mo.), who
represents the four counties, boggled.
Census figures revealed the rozal
population of the area to be no more
than 105,000, Queried by the Con-
gressman, OEO first said that it had
erred, that only 80,000 poor people
were huddled in the counties. Chal-
lenged again, it ultimately admitted
that the right figure was 5000

Residents of prosperous Danville,
Ind. (pop. 3287), protested when
OEQ attempted to force a poverty
program on them. But poverty war-
riors insisted, and to prove their
point told Sen. Birch Bayh (D,
Ind.) that the little town had 1339
families with incomes under $1000,
and 1979 families receiving aid for
dependent children. At a public
hearing, townspeople cited the gov-
ernment’s own statistics to prove
that only 382 families had incomes
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of less than $1000 and only 29 were
getting ADC funds. Red-faced, OEO
officials said they would check.

“Those figures are for Danville,
1. one finally announced. “An
understandable mistake.” But it
wasn't. A newspaper investigation
verified that the figures were ridicu-
lously inaccurate when applied to
Danville, I11.

OEO has claimed marvelous suc-
cess for Upward Bound, a program
with the worthy objective of putting
poor youngsters through college.
“They respond as if the floodgates to
knowledge had just been opened.
They do well in college, they stay in
college,” it boasted. However, a
study by Dr. Joseph Froomkin, of
the Office of Education, was not so
glowing. “More than half dropped
out by the beginning of the sopho-
more year,” he concluded.

Angrily OEO condemned the re-
port as inaccurate and stated that
Froomkin had agreed to make cor-
rections on the basis of “more com-
plete data” OEO had supplied. He
had agreed to no such thing. Rather,
he had asked OEO to send along any
“new data,” but noae was ever pro-
vided. Moreover, Froomkin’s report
was based entirely on statements
OEOQ itself had made to Congress.
“I'm all for the idea of Upward
Bound,” he says. “But why not ad-
mit how difficult the job really is?”

To Dupe Congress. Often, in
evaluating legislation, Congress
must rely upon information pro-
vided by government agencies. If it
is withheld or falsified, lawmakers
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can be misled into action they other-
wise might not approve. Yet today
Democrats and Republicans alike
complain of difficulty getting
straight answers,

After Rep. Wright Patman (D,
Texas) sent an inquiry to the Treas-
ury Department, someone there
mistakenly attached an internal
memorandum to the reply. The
memo, obviously intended for the
eyes of bureaucrats only, said, “As
you will note we purposefully have
not answered the question except in
a very indirect way.”

Testifying in behalf of a bill to
create a Youth Conservation Corps,
Interior Secretary Stewart Udall
read a statement prepared by his
underlings. “A recent study has
shown that 6o percent of those who
went into the old Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps program, instead of go-
ing back to their old environment,
went on to new jobs and new op-
portunities,” he said. But when the
Senate Labor Committee asked for
a copy of the study, the Interior De-
partment had to admit that there
was no such study. Some bureaucrat
had simply fabricated it to persuade
Congress to do what the Interior
Department desired.

Over the years, the Agency for In-
ternational Development has made
many appeals to Congress for for-
eign-aid funds. Believing what AID
said, Congressmen voted billions
with the understanding that they
were authorizing loans which even-
tually would be repaid. Two years
ago came the shocker, when minor-
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ity leader Everett Dirksen’s staff
started examining data supplied by
the General Accounting Office.
They discovered that AID had dis-
guised as “loans” no-strings-attached
handouts of $10.1 billion. There is no
way of recovering the money, even
though many nations who got it
have become prosperous and capable
of repaying.

Deceit practiced in Washington to-
day is seldom so clearly unmasked.
“For every bald-faced lie you can
document,” says Rep. Thomas Cur-
tis (R., Mo.), “therc are dozens of
others —more sophisticated, less de-
tectable and thus more destructive.”
But enough official lies have been
documented to create widespread
distrust. As a result of doubts
spawned by misinformation, the na-
tion finds itself perilously troubled
and divided in the midst of the third-
greatest war it ever has fought,

The problem of restoring the repu-
tation of our government for truth-
fulness is one of the first to which
the new Administration, be it Dem-
ocratic or Republican, must turn.
The issue here is not a partisan one.
It involves the health of the nation at
a time when it is beset by crises, for-
cign and domestic, as grave as any
in its history. Historically, free men
have responded best to the chal-
lenges of their time when told the
truth. So will Americans today. Tell
us the truth, Uncle Sam. That’s
what we need.

For information on reprinis

“#¥ o this article, see page 18
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MirLrrRED H. BERRY

January 18, 1969

To His Excellency

The President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D, C. 20000

Sir:

The writer has admired you for many years, and am
happy to realize that within a few days you will be taking
over the helm of this great country. As one among millions
of Americans, I wish to congratulate you and extend best
wishes for your continuved good health in these distressed
times,

An interesting article appeared in a local publication,
indicating that you are planning to serve a very unusual scotch
whiskey at your inaugural reception, called "Usquaebach", and
the bottles read "Blended and bottled for President Richard Nixon
to commemorate his inauguration in Washington as the 37th President
of the United States on 20 January 1969,."

If it is at all possible, the writer would certainly
appreciate having one of those empty bottles to add to his
collection and would be most grateful if this could be arranged,

Respectfully yours,
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ARore Whisky
For Inauguration, i

_ LONDON, ENGLAND (AP) —
A rare blend of whisky is being ‘g
shipped by air today to the=>
White House for the reception
following Richard Nixon’s inau-
guration as President Monday.

The Scotch whisky—12 stone *
j_ags each holding the equivalent °
of a standard-size scotch bottle, (
{26% ounces — was flown here
Friday from Inverness, Scot-
{land.
| The blend is called “Usquae-
bach”—Gaelic for whisky. The
name was registered in 1876 and
the blend is now made only to
order by William Grigor and
Son Ltd. of Inverness.

The jars are embellished wit
these Words: “B}MP;
tled for President Richard Nixon
To_commermorate his_inaugura-_

tfon 11 Washington as the thirfy-
seventh President of the “United

States on 20 Januar 9.

—X spol spokesman said the special
blend, stone jar, and embellish-
ment  make the whisky about
$2.40 more a bottle than fine
bottled scoteh.,




Mrs. Helen Perry
14633 Mansa Dr.
La Mirada
Calif. 90638

Jan, 18, 1969

President Richard Nixon
The White House
Washington
D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

Congratulations on your election victory
and THANK GOD.

I sincerely hope that you will be
instrumental in putting the brakes on our race
to Socialism.

Mr, Johnson advocates increased social
security, free medical care from pre-birth to
the grave, contimuies to increase taxes while
asking for astronomical jumps for the salaries
of "public servants" (I'd like to be making
$12,500 a year) brags about our prosperity
while we who are in the lower middle bracket
continmue to have more and more deducted from
our pay checks until it is becoming ever
increasingly difticult to make ende meet to
say nothing of being able to put a little aside
for our old age.

I do hope that your administration will be
able to get this country back on the right road.

Sincere BEST WISHES
%M%
Mrs. Helen Perry

14633 Mansa Dr.

La Mirada
Calif. 90638



President . . . or Politician?

Pegr Mr. President :

The crucial test of your Presidency has already begun—even
before you enter the White House—and it will continue, night
and day, until you finally sueceed . . . or fail. We refer to the
greatest test of every President: Overcoming the Politician
within himself.

Your predecessor failed this test. Honored President of the
world’s greatest nation, he was yet, first and foremost, a Poli-
tician. Even while expressing his genuine concern for his place
in history, he instinctively concentrated his efforts—not on the
next decade, but on the next election. His failure has been
spectacular.

Should you fail to overcome the Politician within you, inspir-
ing those around you to do the same, your own failure will no
doubt be even more spectacular than that of Lyndon Johnson.
But what is far, far worse, your failure as President might
well signal not just the fall of a man, but of an entire nation.

That is what concerns us. We address you, not for your
benefit, but for the good of all Americans. We feel that there
are at least three critical areas of public policy which demand
solutions based on statesmanship, rather than politics. Every
decision you make affecting these eritical areas of policy will
have within it the seeds of your failure and our destruction.
We earnestly pray for your success, and our

SURVIVAL AS A NATION.

Either we have the vitality to survive as an independent
nation or we do not. If we have the necessary strength and
will to remain a sovereign power, we need not negotiate with
others for it. If we do not have the strength and will, we cannot
win it by negotiations.

Mr. President, we value peace and detest war nearly as much
as we value freedom and detest slavery. We believe that
America can achieve both peace and survival. But survival
cannot be achieved by the continued piecemeal sacrifice of our
young men in an unending series of peripheral wars. Neither
can freedom flourish under a government that commands its
citizens to interrupt the peaceful pursuit of their private lives
in order to serve their Nation, then abandons them to the enemy
whenever that appears to serve the purpose of the Politician.
e “Pueblo” is a case in point.

Therefore we recommend that you immediately reverse the
Politician’s poliey in Vietnam, where the lives of thousands
of Americans are being wasted on the altar of polities. Put
an end to the so-called “bombing halt” which allows the enemy
there to strengthen his ability to kill Americans; and adopt
one of the many reasonable plans that have been proposed to
) close off the port of Haiphong, so that we may at last see an
end to the stalemate in Southeast Asia.

e should recognize that the Politician’s alternative policy
of fighting endless “limited” wars on the enemy’s terms, on
battlefields selected by the enemy, will eventually result in a
military disaster from which we may not recover.

Such a situation may well be in store for us in the Mideast.
A place where the enemy supply-lines are short and secure, but
where our own would be long and vulnerable, is not likely to
result in American victory, unless the uge of atomic weapons
is contemplated. On the other hand, a massive American defeat
—both military and psychological—is a distinct possibility.

In summary, the Politician is quick to make promises, which
in foreign affairs become firm commitments. The Politician finds
excuses for failure to carry out his domestic promises, but
apparently—no matter how high the cost—the Nation is ex-
pected to pay off in full on political promises abroad. An
example is the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, which in the
name of preventing nuclear war, effectively commits the Amer-
ican people to take part in any future nuclear war.

JhM 1. 1o

A OPEN LETTER TO RICHARD M. NIXON
: A AL TVWWN\J "

There is still time for an inspired President to lead this Nation out of
danger at home and abroad. We hope you will prove to be that President.

RACIAL CONFLICT

verges on civil war in America today. It is not within your
power to alter the roots of racial tension . .. they are embedded
in the cell-structure of the human body. But you must prevent
the misery and destruction of racial war, with its aftermath of
chaos and guilt. Thus far, the Politician in you has tended to
side with the demanding Black against the complacent White;
vet we fully expect the Politician to change sides instantly,
when the White ceases to be complacent.

In this area, solutions are not hard to find . . . they are just
difficult for politicians to accept. The Politician’s instinet is to
seek the imaginary consensus, which reduces all men to one
man. But a statesman must deal with reality—must accept the
distinctions which exist among people—and seek an orderly
arrangement of them which will ¢reate harmony.

Much can be done to ameliorate the friction that already
exists, simply by ceasing to favor the side of the demanding
Black. The Black lawbreaker and revolutionary must he pun-
ished as swiftly and as severely as the White would he under
similar circumstances. The favoritiem inherent in most of the
recently-passed Civil Rights acts =hould be annulled; particu-
larly the role of the government in forcing Blacks upon Whites
in apartment housing.

More can be done to encourage the return of business and
industry to our inner cities by the establishment of law and
order, than by the extraction of hard-earned dollars from the
White to give to the Black “capitalist.” As inflation makes it
harder for the White American to make ends meet, it will
become inflammatory for the government to grant White tax
dollars to Blacks on giveaway terms.

You have stated the theme of your Administration: “Bring Us
Together.” The question is: Will you bring us—and our dif-
ferences—together as an orchestra in concert . . . or by striking
us upon each other like flint and steel? Take care, Mr. Presi-
dent, or your place in history may be that of an arsonist who
put a nation to the torch.

THE ECONOMIC CRISIS
is now in your hands, Mr. President.

The simple reality is that the “capital” of capitalism is no
longer that of the risk-taking owner-investor. It is borrowed
money—the long-term corporate bond—that supplies the tools,
the factories and the transportation of “capitalism.”

Voluntary investors supply the capital, and voluntary in-
vestors also supply the consumer ecredit that purchases the
production. In short, from supply to demand, our entire economy
is based on the willingness of people to loan their savings to
others in faith and confidence that the dollars they get back
will be worth at least as much as the dollars they loan.

Mr. President, “faith and confidence” are fragile. They can
be here today and gone tomorrow. Continued, unpredictable in-
flation will destroy the availability of credit faster than any-
thing else. If the Politician tries to buy a little temporary
tranquility through printing-press inflation, he can do so only
at the cost of confidence in the future value of the dollar.

The Politician will tell you that you can prevent this loss of
confidence—and the inevitable depression to follow—by requir-
ing investors to buy government bonds; but soon you will find
yourself required to rely more and more on coercion.

At the end of this road lies not only coerced investment, but
coerced manufacture, coerced distribution and . . . coerced
labor. That, Mr. President, is slavery.

Mr. President, you stand today on the threshold of destiny.
After 193 years history’s boldest adventure in human liberty
lies deflected from its charted course. Drained by loss of blood
and treasure overseas, beset at home by the chaos of division
and violent dissent, and robbed of the benefits of their pro-
ductivity by excessive taxation and inflation, Americans cry
out for leadership—for statesmanship. Can you—will you—fill
the need? We may not have another chance.
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Honorahle Hichard M,Nixon
Hy-President Tlect
Washington,D,C,
My Dear Sirg
This will be ny last chance to address you in such a manner,l 50 wigh that I ponld talk
with you in ebngratulatory tems,but it just cannot be that way,Perasonally I feel that
your election was one of the greatest catastrophie events that could poBeibly happen in our
nation,I,for one plus the majority of the American people will never accept you as our
Bomander—ln-ﬂhi\e.f.Of sourse vou will not concur with me,you will just have to live long
enough to see it all come true,This is by no means personale,On that score I am in deep
admiration of your accomplishments,but the image you have put forth' definitely leaves much
to he -had.You are a money man,The people will never swallow that Republican Clobth Coat
Episode,nor will they forget,You just do not have what it tikes to reach the masses,Your
plihlic relations have been at best,poor,;ith little if any appeal to the thinker T shook
your hand at a Sunrise Service gt Rose Hills years ago,It was not in admiration,but more in
respect to the office that youheld at that time,I was glad to sge Lyndon Johnson get out
from under,but I was equally unharpy to sge you glewated to this great endeavor,You are
Richard Milhaus Nixon,there is little if amything you can do about it,The only out I gi
foresege is for you to do an about=face in the thinking department,but you are so shackled
that I seriously doubt if you can move in this direction,yet it is not entirely impossible,
I feel real sorry for you and those about you,Please find time to go into seclusion,for say,
twenty four hours with your conseience,You nged a rest,You do this one thing for me and for
yourself,for that matter,Maybe yvou will emerge as 2 new personalicoy,You definitely must
shake the pastyelse it can amount to world turmoil,I p ed you sir,I pray for your success,
but you present me with nothing to go ong,You are syntgeefic.You lmow it and 1 fear that it is
trg.Your start is true ydith your character of the pagt,Uniess you de an about=face yon are

headed for dismal failure,possibly an impeachment and the Dgmoerate are not going to strew
vou¥path with flowers,Please come to the aid of your country,Forget Richard WNixon,

speetfully and hopefully yvours
> v/ 4 2
\ !‘&L-. 8 . é‘;—r_‘ ..._a a2

Robert E,Donohog
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President-elect Nixon,

lst. Tim. 2:1"3

I exhort therefore, that, first of all,
supplications; prayers, intercessions, and
giving of thanks, be made for all men;

For kings, and for all that are in au-
~thority; that we may lead a qulet and peace-
able 1life in all godliness and honesty.

FFor thils is good and acceptable in the
gight of God our Saviour;

A "Songtime" Listener,

Station WRYT
Boston, Massachusetts

Alice P. Flynn
15 Morningside Road
Wakefield, Mass. 01880

..................................




lichmond Times-Dispatch THIS WEEK
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JANUARY 19, 1969

THE NATURE OF
THE PRESIDENCY

“The next President must unite -

- America. He must calm its angers,
ease its terrible frictions, and bring its
people together once again in peace
and mumal respect. .. _

| “The President is the one official
who represents every American —
rich and poor, privileged and under-
privileged. He represents those
whose misfortunes stand in dramatic
focus, and also the great., quiet for-
gotten majority — the non-shouters
and the non-demonstrators, the mil-
lions who ask prihéipally to go their %
own way in decency and dignity,and ( fFezczcy Frrrsrr0E<
to have their own rights accorded the AT oo TH S
— = - 2l o ST TE
same respect they accord the rights V2 2 & ,
of others. Only if he listens to the et ' |
quiet_voices can he be true to this
trust... e

“A President must tell the people

what cannot be done immediately,
as well as what can. Hope is fragile,

" and too easily shattered by the dis-
appointment that follows inevitably
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“A President must tell the people
what cannot be done immediately,
as well as what can. Hope is fragile,
and too easily shattered by the dis-
appointment that follows inevitably
on promises unkept and unkeepable.
America needs charts of the possible.
not excursions into the impossible.”
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c=e=N WESTERN UNION

unless its deferred char- \
acter is indicated by the TE L R \
proper symbol. | !
® /
igin.

The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at po

B SYMBOLS N

DL =Day Letter

NL =Night Letter

LT =International

. Letter Telegram J

J‘xgef’ receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination

LLHTLUZ € WUI D NYK

COA021 DPMHO2U4 HEIDELBERG 24 19 1812

RICHARD M NIXON PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON/BC

MAY WE ALL UNITE BEHIND YOUR GREAT DESIRE TO

GET US ALL TOGETHER
UNCLE DAN

NNN

SF1201(R2-65)
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