
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT 

Richard M. Nixon 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

/
January 12, 1969 

/ 

" , 

Honorable Donald Rumsfe1d 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Don: 

Thanks very much for your ringing endorsements of Messrs. 
Dave Dennison and Marty Hoffman. Your letter of January 9, 
1969 is an impressive salute, and it will be very inf1u­
entia1 in all considerations. 

I warmly appreciate your letting me know of your strong 
backing of Messrs. Dennison and Hoffman. Your salute to 
them means a great deal. 

Cordially, 

Bryce N. Harlow 
Assistant to the 
President-Elect 

BNH:kmb 
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DONALD RUMSFELD 
. REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS 

13TH DISTRICT. ILLINOIS 

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE 


COM M ITTEE ON GOVERNMENT 

OPERATIONS 


COMMITTEEON SCIENCE 

AND ASTRONAUTICS 


WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

ROOM 506, CANNoN BuIl.DING 

WASHINGTON, D .C . 20515 

CODE 202 . 225-3711 

13TH DISTRICT. ILLINOIS((ongrt~~ of tbt ~nittb ~tatt~ 
TOWNSHIPS OF: 

ELK GROVE NORTHFIELD~oUSt of !\tprtstntatiuts 
EVANSTON PALATINE 

NEW TRIER SCHAUMBURG 

.a~bington. iI.Qt:. 20515 NILES WHEEL.ING 

December 28, 1968 

Mr. Bryce Ha r I ow 
The Office of President-elect Richard Nixon 
726 J ackson Place, N.W. ~ 
Washington, D.C . 20006 

Dea r Bryce: 

The Republ ican Representatives-elect will be gathering in 
Washington, D.C. soon for the January 2nd Republ ican 
Conference. Because of the nature of the recent nation-wide 
publ icity concerning the Research and Planning Committee, 
I feel it might be useful if you would supply me with a 

letter indicating the attitude of the new Administration. 


You wi 11 recall that at least one column has suggested 
that Pre s i de nt- elect Nixon and his aides have worked behind the 
scenes to encourage the discontinuance of the Committee. Because 
of extensive conversations with you, I know this is not the case. 
However, in that others may have seen the art~cle and may raise 
questions about it, I would 1ike to be prepared to respond precisely. 

DR/mf 



OFFICE OF THE PRESIDEhIT-ELECT 

RICHARD M. NIXON 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

December 24, 1968 

Honorable Donald Rumsfe1d 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Don: 

I have now set up shop in tr2 Transition headquarters, Federal 
Building #7, corner of 17th and H Streets, N. W., Washington, D.C. 
While it will be necessary for me to divide my time bet~.;reen the 
Capital and Ne,.,r York until January 20, my associates -- Ken BeLieu 
and Bill Timmons, both "Deputy Assistants for Congressional Rela­
tions" -- will operate from the temporary Washington office. Ken 
will be concentrating on Senate matters, and Bill on House matters. 
Please call on them if they can be helpful in any way during this 
governmental hiatus. 

The D. C. office switchboard is 395-2000 and the New York number 
is (212) 421-3100. 

Hope to see you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Bryce N. Harlow 
Assistant to the 
President-Elect 

BNH:kb 
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The attached re ......... ....--... 

subj ec t in which you are i n-

t erested, and is, therefore, 

referred for your information. 



e~J ~c.tLp~l Decembee 18 , 

THO IJGHTS ON THE 91st CONGRE r S fiN D THE HO USE MI~lO lTV 

8l\ C KGROur~ D 

In 	 th e 1964 e lect i ons Ho us e Republ icans s uf fered de feats \·,hi ch r l... Llce d t l1ei r 
nu mbe r to 140 sea t s of the 435--the 2nd lowest num ber in the 20th cent ury. 

In 	 1968 , t he GOP \mn t he Pres idency, a ma jority of Gove rno rs (3 0 of 50). b l ll 

had a ne t gLl i n of onl y fou r seat s in t he House--winni ng 192 Se ~lS of 11 ~5 . 

S ince t he 192 e l ec ti ons-- the past forty ye rs- -t he GO P has won a ma jo rity of 
House seat s onl y tw ice ( 1946 and 1952). 

Obvious ly, somet h ing is wron g - I t can' t all be bl amed on someone e l s e- -GO ~ 
Pres i den tial ca nd idates, phi losophical sp lit s i n the pa r t y, the pres s , the 
Governors, ~tc. Part of the responsi b il i ty has to be with Hou s e Republ icans. 

EX ISTI NG HOU SE STRUCT URE 

As 	 p resently constitu ted the Ho use GOP includes : 

I. 	The Con fe re nce - All GOP House Member s 

2 . 	 Minor i ty Leader, Wh ip Org . , and minori t y enployees 

3. 	 Commi t t ee on Co mit t ees - recommends ass ignments of GO Me mbe rs on Committees 

4. 	 Po l i cy Committee - a adv isory group for GOP Member s on pe nding legi slat ion 

5. 	 Nationa l Republ ican Co ngressional Commit t ee - raises fun ds and p rovides 
campa ign and pub l ic re l ations ser vi ces to GOP incumben ts and GOP can did a tes 

6. 	Resea rch and Plan n i ng Co mm ittee - establ i s h d in 1964 in recogn ition of the 
need for add i t ion a l ac t ivit ies if the House GOP was to aga i n become the 
majo r ity party . During the past four ye rs--w i th bo t h a Democra t President 
a nd Democra t contro l of t he Hou se--it has coord i na ted the funct ions f various 
Spec ial Tas k Fo rces and had the ass ignment of engag i ng i n long-te rm p lanning. 

THE 9l st CONGRESS - A NEW SITUATION 

Durin g the 91st Congress t he tactica l s i t uati on has ehanged~ 

1. 	 There wil l be a GOP Admin i s tration for the fi rst time in 8 years, with all the 
re sea rch res ources of the Executive Branch now avail able to the Hou se GOP and 
GOP legislative initiatives emanating from t he Execu ti ve Bra nch . The greatest 
care in coordinating be t ween the Admini s tra tion and House Repub l leans will be 
necessary. 
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2. 	 The Hou se will be cont ro lled by t he Democrats as before. They wi l l be 
host ile to many GOP p roposal s. The Administra tion wil l be attempting 
to work wit h Democ rat l eade rs to pass Admin i st ra t ion proposa l s. 

3. 	The Administration and GO P i n Congress wil l be facing the ' 1970 e l ections 
and the historic fact that in ever y off -el e c t ion after the el ect ion of 
a new Admi n i stration in t h i s cent ury , the Adm i n i stration ' s party has lost 
seats in the Cong r ess . Also , the St ate Legis l atures ejected i n 1970 wil I 
reapport ion all l eg i s l a t ive d i s tric ts --S tat e and U. S. ~ ou se. 

' ­

Therefore, each House Republican organi zation and each House Republ ic an indivi­
duall y wi I I be Je ss in vo l ved i n: 

Opposing and attacking Ad mini stra tion proposals , and 

Develop in g cons truct i ve a lternat ive s t o Admi n is t ra tion proposals. 


And more involved i n: 

Defending Admin i st r ation proposals; 

Attempting to move Republ i ca n propos a l s t hro ugh the legislative process; and 

Attacking Democrat opposit ion to Administrat ion proposals and/or Democrat 

alternative a pp roa ches. 


IN 	 SHORT: 

I. 	We lo s t the House again--even though t he President won. 

2. 	 There i s a need fo r grea ter Repuplican acti vi ty if we are to avoid the 
traditiona l off - y ar el ec tion defeat . 

3. The tact i cal si tuat ion f or House Republi cans has ch anged . House GOP leaders, 
indivi dual GOP Members, and GOP organiza t ions mus t funct i on somewh a t differently 
in the new tact ica l si tuat ion . 

""'1 / J / 

.­
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THE RESE ARCH AND PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
. 1 	 < . 

I, 	 In the broadest sense the reason for e s tabl i s hi ng the R & p Committee was 
to perform various fun ctions not then bei ng performed by exi st in g House 
GO P mechani sms, with the goal of improving the GOP pros pect for success i n 
future e jec tions. 

2. 	That goal is st i ll va lid : Obviou s ly the re remai ns a need fo ra mechanism 
to pe r f orm functio ns not be ing performed by other GOP organiza t ions. 

3, 	The t ask is to defi ne the various type s of activities needed in the new 

s itua t ion and to establish priorities . 


BASIC OBJECTIVE OF RESEARC H & PLANNING COMMITTE E:. 
Perform act iv iti es, under the guidance of the Hou se GOP leaders h i p , wh ic h are 
not ~e r fo rmed by the Policy Commi t t ee (pendi ng leg i s l at ion ) or t he Congressional 
Comm t ttee (campai gn act ivi ties) and wh ich will as s i s t the Hou se GOP in becoming 
a maj ority party i n 19 70. 

POSSIB LE ACTIVITIES FOR THE RES EARCH & PLANNING COMMITTEE IN THE NEW S ITUATION: 

I . 	 Assist the Leadersh ip in seeing that the GOP Admini s t rat ion and their. 

pro posa ls are supported aggressively in the House and publicl y; 


2. 	Assist t h.e Leadership in seeing that Democrat attacks on Admi nist rati on 
proposa ls an d/or Ho use GOP action s are counte red in the House an d pub l ic ly; 

3. 	De ve lop and execute a p lan to dramat i ze and commun icate nati ona ll y the 
ef fe c ts of Democratic control of the House and the potent ial ben e fi ts of 
GO P co ntro l of t he Ho use . Voters mu s t be given rea sons to vo te agai nst an 
abl e, honest Democrat. Simply financing and a ssi st ing se l ec ted GOP cand i ­
dates is obvi ously not enough. 

4. 	 Pull t oge t her into usable form, coord ina t e and commun ica te research and 
informat ion from various sources (the Adm inistration , Lib rary of Congress, 
Minori ty views, o ther Members ) for the bene f i t of all GOP Member~--more 
sy nthesis and crossfertiliza t ion t han research. The goal is to better equip 
GO P Mem bers to di scuss va rious broad problem a rea s and relate them to GOP 
pl ans and pro grams . There i s a need to assist Hou se Repub l ic ans in their 
un de rstand i ng of longer range and broader problem~reas, and in knowing 
wha t other Rep ubl icans a re doing in speci f ic problem areas . 

.. 
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5. 	 Aft e r coord ina t ion with t he Hous e Leaders h ip, ran ki ng Members, th e 
Administ ra tion , and , whe r e neces sa ry, wi th the Sena te and/ o r GOP 
Governo rs, coordinate semi nars or tas k fo rce s to promote GOP positi on s , 
a ir tr ia l- ba lloon i deas, establ ish conta c t and a dia l ogue wi th non-Republ i ­
cans. There woul d be somewhat les s need for t h i s than was the case during 
the pas t four year s. 

6. 	 Coordinate for t he leade r s hip suc h purely House act i vi t ies as Congres s ion a l 
Reform, e tc . , wh i ch do n t f all withi n the ju r i s d ict ion of th e mino rity 
mem bers of anyone Commi t tee . 

7. 	 Coor d i na te GOP e f fo r t to p lace non-partisan GOP i deas, columns , and acti ­

vit ie s in the hund reds of trade magazines and company pu bl icat ions .... 

They have excellent rea ders hip and a high level of credib ility. 


8. 	 Coo rdinate 1 i a i son for House GOP Jeadersh ip with t he ma ny nat iona l organi z~­
t io ns ( re l i g ious , l abor, c ivic, academ ic, busines s ), to make them aware of 
GOP activiti es and encoura e GOP Member s as speake r s at such no n-pa r t i san 
gather i ngs a s thei r national meetings , convent ion s, e t c . 

APP ROAC H: 

1. 	 Struc tu re of new R & P Committee woul d depe nd on agreeme n t on a new charter, 
the pr io ri t ies establi shed, and the f unding ava il abl e . 

2. 	 Maxi mum coo rd ination with the Admi n i s t rat ion and Hou se GOP l eade rs hi p is 

essent ial. 


3. 	Peri odic report s to the Conference . 

4, 	 Max imum use would be made of t he les s senior Members who a re not burdened wi t h 
ma j or commi t tee respons i bility. Thi s al so ac h ieves Minori t y Leade r Fordls 
s t a t ed de s ire to achieve f uller partic i pa tion by al l House Repu blica ns . 

5. jJ.n add i tional advantage is that these activities wou ld provi de the Je s s 

~ sen io r Membe rs who wo ul d be i nvolved a voice in the l eadersh ip. 
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CONCLU SION: 


!t would be a monument I mis t a ke to abo li sh the Research and Pla nni ng Committee: 


I. The pres s is in te r ested i n GOP act ivi s ts a nd the concept. It has b8e n 
sold to them and ap peal s t o them. Thei r conc l us ion would be that the GOP I S 

no longer interested. 

2. 	 Yo unger and newer Membe r s hunge r f r i nforma ti on, f o r c00r~i nation, and 
for activ i t ie s the y f ee l a r e us efu l. Th ey will be act i ve l and, if not 
coordinated by such a Commit t ee, t hey wi 11 proceed alone --uncoo rdi na ted, 
undis c i pl ined, a nd potenti a lly i n an e r rat i c way harmful to th e GO P. The re 
wil l be ad d it ional Wednesday Cl ubs , et c. , to fi ll the promotional and 
inte l lectua l needs . 

3· 	The GOP must exci te and int e rest the Americ an peop l e. Partis an po l itics 
and day - t o -day ta c t i ca l posi t ions are not e nough. A s egmen t of soc iety 

is interes t ed i n the b roa de r, longe ran ge probl e ms , i n the i r t omorrows , 
and we can i nte rest t hem only by cont act wi th them , communicat i ng with 
them and invo lv i ng t hem. TI e freshness and ent hus i asm of the newe r Members 
are a great asse t t o be used no t st i f led . 

4. 	 Younger Member s want a vo i ce in th e leadersh i p . The ir numbers merit it. 
The leadersh ip group and , the refore, House Re pub l le ans as a who le would benefit 
by it in terms of avoidi ng a lack o f commun icat ion, mi sunderstand i ng of 
dec i sions lack ing rep resentati ve, bal anced inp ut. 



ATTACHMENT: Composition of House Republican s 
91st Congre s s 

Numb e r of Republ ican s -- 192 

Se rv ice in the Hous e Sin ce Terms Nu mber of GO P Members 

J a nua ry 1969 ----------------- I --------------- 19 

Ja nua ry 1967 ----------------- 2 --------------- 47 

Janua ry 1965 ----------------- 3 --------------- 23 

Janua ry 1963 ----------------- 4 --------------- 24 

J anua ry 1961 ----------------- 5 _.. _------------ 20 

J anua ry 1959 ----------------- 6 --------------- 13 

Before 1959 ------------- 7 to 18 t erms ------- 45 

Present Leaders hi p ( i n orde r of seniori t y): 

Arends 17 terms s i nce Janua ry 1935 

Fo rd 10 terms s ince J a nua ry 1949 

Rhodes 8 terms s i nce Janua ry 1953 

Wi I son 8 t erms since Ja nua ry 1953 

Poff 8 t erms s ince Ja nua ry 1953 

Cramer 7 t e rm s since Janua ry 1955 

Smi th 6 terms since Janua ry 1957 


66 GOP Membe r s t ook offi ce Jan. 1967 or la t er (). te rm or less) - 34% 

113 GOP Membe rs t ook office Jan. 1963 or la t e r(3 -terms or less)-59% 

146 GOP Member s took of f ice Jan. 1959 or la ter( 5 terms o r less)-76% 

45 GOP Membe rs t ook o Ffic e Jan. 1957 or be f ore(6 to 17 terms) -23% 



HOUSE OF REPRESE~TATIVES. U.S. 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 

Respectfully relened'to 

Bryce Harlow 
Office of President-elect 

Richard Nixon 

B ry ce: 

I will be calling you 
concerning the attached 
either Sunday or Monday 
and hope you wi 11 have 
had an opportunity to 
give this some thought. 

/ 

Yery respectfully, 

M. 0., ______________ Distriot. 
16-'10B.w-1 
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HOUSE REPUBL I CAN RESEARCH AND PLAN NING COMMITTEE - December 20, 1968 

THE 91st CONGRESS - A NEW SITUATION - During the 9lst Congress: 

1. 	 There wi 11 be a GOP Administration for the first time in 8 years, with 
all the resources of the Executive Branch ava i l able to the House GOP. 
GOP legislat i ve initiatives wil l be emanating from a Republican Executive 
Branch. 

2. 	The House will be controlled by the Democrats hosti Ie to many 

GOP proposals . The Administration wil I be attempting to work with a 

Democrat contro l l ed Congress to pass Administration proposals.
7 

3 . 	The Administration and Republ icans in Congress will be facing the 1970 
~lections and the historic fact that in every off-election after the 
election of a new Adm i nistration in this century, the Administration's 
Party has lost seats in the Congress. Further, since 1928--the past 
40 years--the GOP has control led the House only twice (1946 and 1952 
elections). In 1968 , although winning the Presidency and 30 of the 50 
Governorships, we had a net gain of only 4 seats. Obviously more needs 
to be done. 

4. 	 Rather than opposing Administration proposals, or be i ng the only Republ icans 
develo p ing alternatives to Administration proposals, House Republ ican organi­
zations as well as individual Members will be more involved in defending 
Administration proposals, attempting to move RepubJ ican proposals through the 
Congress, and in attacking Democrat opposition to Adm i nistration proposals 
and/or Democrat alternative approaches. This is a s tnue of the Policy 
Committee with respect to pending legislation and the Campaign Committee 
as it is of the R & P Committee. 

5. 	 Maximum coordination between the Administration and the House GOP leadership 
and ranking Members \~ill be essential. 



NEW EMPHASIS FOR THE RESEARCH & PLANNING COMMITTEE--THE CHANGE SITUAT IO N 
December 20 , 1968 

BASIC OBJECTIVE OF THE R & P COMMITTEE: In the broadest sense, the reason for 
establishing the R & P Committee was to perform various functions, under the 
guidance of the House GOP leadership, not being performed by existing House GO P 
mechanisms. The goal was to improve GOP prospects for success in future e l ections. 
Al though we won the Presidency, we are still a minority in the House. That goal 
i s	 s t il l va 1 i d . 

1. 	 Assist the Leadersh i p in seeing that the GOP Administration and the ir pro ­
posals are supported aggressively and that Democrat attacks on Administration 
proposals and/or House GOP actions are countered in the House and publ icly. 
The Committee would coordinate the effort and seek the assistance of all 
House Repub l icans to undertake those activities. 

2. 	 Develop and execute a plan to dramatize and communicate nationally the 
undesirable effects of Democratic control of the House and the potential 
benefits of GOP control of the House. Voters must be given reasons to 
vote against an able, honest Democrat. Financing and assisting selected 
GOP candidates, whi Ie necessary and helpful, has obviously not been enough. 

3. 	 Pull together into usable form, coordinate, and communicate to all GOP 
Members research and information from various sources (the Administration, 
Mi nority v i ews, other Members)--more synthesis and crossferti l ization than 
research . This would assist House Republ icans in knowing what Republ icans 
are doing in specific problem areas an~~e better equipped to promote 
GOP pol icies. 

4. 	 After coordination with the House Leadership, ranking Members, and the 
Administrat i on, coordinate seminars or task forces to promote GOP positions, 
air trial-balloon ideas, establ ish contact and a dialogue with non-Republ i cans. 
There would be less need for this than was the case during the past four years, 
however such purely House activities as Congressional Reform, etc., whi ch do 
not fall within the jurisdiction of the minority members of anyone Comm i ttee 
wou 1 d be poss i b iIi ties. 

5. 	 Coordinate for the House GOP leader sh ip 1 iaison with the many national 
organizations (reli g ious, civic, labor, academic, business), to make them 
aware of GOP activities and encourage GOP Members as speakers at such non­
partisan gatherings as their national meet i ngs, conventions, etc. 

6. 	 Coordinate a GO P effort to place materials authored by Repub l lca n Members 
in columns, and articles in the hundreds of non-partisan trade magazines and 
company publ ications. While not now effectively used by the GOP, they have 
excellent readership and a high level of cred i bil ity. 

7. 	 Maximum use wou'd be made of all GOP Members of the House and particularly 
those not burdened with major committee responsibility, thereby ach i ev i ng 
fuller participation and promotion of House Republ icans. Newer Members hunger 
for information, for coordination, and for activities they feel are useful. 
They wi 11 be active, and if not coordinated by such a Committee, they wi 11 
proceed independently and uncoordinated, or t hrough inde pendent organizations 

~AIIC " f~... . .:S.~.
and activities. 113 of our 192 GOP Members ~ o ffice .. 1963/ o r liIIe8 ef\~~bI7' 
Th i s represents 60% of our membership compared with 45 members (23 %) elected 
pr i or to 1957 and who constitute the senior Committee members. 



NEW EMPHAS IS (contd) 	 December 20, 1968 

8. 	 While it is obvious that the R & P Committee will have to function 
differently now that there is a Repub l l can Administration, it would be 
a serious error to abol ish the Research and Planning Committee. The press 
is interested in GOP ac tivi sts and the concept. It has been sold tb them 
and appeals to them. Their conclusion would be that the GOP is no l onger 
interested. Further, the GOP must excite and interest the American people. 
Partisan pol itics and day-to-day tactical positions are not enough. A 
segment of society is interested in the borader, long range problems, ~ 

and we can interest them in supporting Republ icans for 
the House only by contact with them, communicating with and involving them. 
The freshness and enthusiasm of the newer Members are a great asset for 
our Party. 
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DONALD RUMSFELD 
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS 

13TH DISTRICT. ILLINOIS 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

ROOM 506, CANNON BuIL.OING 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20515 


COD" 202. 2.25-3711 


JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE 13TH DISTRICT. ILLINOIS~ongrc~~ of tbc Wnitcb ~tatc~ 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT TOWNSHIPS OF: 

OPERATIONS 
ELK GROVE NORTHFIELD~ouse of l\epresentatibesCOM M ITTEE ON SCIENCE EVANSTON PALATINE 

AND ASTRONAUTICS 
NEW TRIER SCHAUMBURGU:a%bington, 1».«:. 20515 NILES WHEELING 

December 6, 1968 

Mr. Bryce Harlow 
The Office of President-elect 

Richard M. Nixon 
450 Park Avenue 
New York, New Yo rk 

Dear Bryce ~ 

I understand that you have talked witn Sue Reincke, 
and while I am sure that you and the others involved 
in the campaign have come to know her over the past 
few months, I do want you to know that I have the 
highest regard for her. 

I've worked clos ely with her for the last five yea rs. 
She's talented, intelligent, respon s ible, efficient, 
and has a range of skills and abil ities. In addition, 
shels a very attractive young lady who is poised and 
handles herself very well with people. 

She's a joy to have in an office, and we al I miss her, 
but I know that she will be gi ven a unique oppo rtu nity 
if she is offered a position on your staff and that she 
would make a meaningf ul contribution to the new Administration. 

Either my Administrative Assistant, Barbara Ludden, or I would 
be del ighted to visit with you about her if you have any 
questions. 

With best wishes. 

Con gress 

DR/mf 



DoNALD RU MSFELD 
REPRESWTATl't'E IN CoNG RE SS 

13TH DIsTil ler. ILLINOIS 

JOINT ECO NO ldlC COMMITTEE 


COM MITTEE ON GOVERNMENT 

OPERATIONS 


COldMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND 

ASTRONAUTICS 


WASHINGTON OFFICEo 

RooM 506 , C ;;,NllON BUlLLmG 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20515 
COOE 202, 225-3711 

13TH DISTRICT, ILLINOIS ((:ongrt~~ of tbt I1nittb ~tatt~ 
TOWNSHIPS OF: 

ELK GROVE ttORTH fl£LD~OU~t of !\tptt5tntatibt5 
EVAHSION P"U.TlNE 

1tEII' TR1ER SCHAIJMBURG
mallfjinlllon. Jut. 20515 NI I.ES WHEELIN; 

December 9, 1968 

Mr. Bryce Harlow 
The Office of the President-elect 

R i cha rd M. Nixon 
450 Pa rk Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Bryce: 

Attached is the IILegislative Biography" 
of Tom Curtis along with a copy of my 
memo of November 29th to J ohn Mitchell 
recommending that Tom be cons id ered for 
a position in the new Administration. 

You know him as well as I do--I think he 
is spectacular and particularly well suited 
for the position of Special Representative 
for Trade Negotiations. 

d Rumsfeld 
Congress 

DR/mf 
Enclosures 
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INTRODUCTlml 

Congressman CUl:'tis was first elected to the House of Representatives in 1950 

and has been re-elected in every biennial election since. In 1966, his winning 

margin was 52,000 votes. A consistently popular campaigner, his victory efforts 

have been marked by an insistence on discussiu3 the issues in open debate. 

In Congress, Tom Curtis is the second ranking Republican on the very important 

House Committee on Fays and Heans. He is U12 senior Republican on the prestigious 

Senate-House Joint 2conomic Committee. A::. a member, also, of the Senate-House Joint 

Committee on Internal I:.evenue Taxation, ::12 is the only Congressman to hold a seat 

on all three major economic committees. 

Curtis was the senior Republican member on the bipartisan Joint Senate-House 

Committee on the Orzanization of the Congress, and since 1964, he has served as a 

Congressional Delesate for Trade Negotiations. 

Curtis has been :recognized as one of the leading economic spokesmen in 

America and has been a,,7arded many citations and honors a In 1963, the Maerican Po­

litical Science Association singled out ~om Curtis for its Congressional Distinguished 

Service Award as the most outstanding Republican Congressman for the 1 9 ~1-1962 session 

of Congress. 

In 1958, he received the Ellis Forshee A~..ard from the Missouri Federation of 

the Blind for outstanding contributions in behalf of the blind, and, in 1961, fue 

Newel Perry Award from the National Federation of the Blind. 

He is the holder of the Alumni Citation from Washington University for his out­

standing career and public service and for his record of public service to the St. 

Louis area, the Citizens Committee for the 3nactment of the Hoover Commission Recom­

mendations Citation for his untiring efforts t o bring reforms and cut down waste in 

federal government, the American Nursin;:; Home !'. ssociation Citation for his work in 

behalf of the true welfare of our elderly citizens, the St. Louis Globe-Democrat Jvlan 

of the Year A\>1ard, the Boy Scouts of America Silver Beaver Heda1, the Hississippi 
-. 

valley Junior Achievement Free Enterprise Award, and the Missouri University Hon­

orary Fraternity Alpha Kappa oPsi Citizen of t~e Year Award. 

Born in Webster Groves, Missouri, Con0ressman Curtis, 56, is married to the 

former Susan Ross Chivvis. They are the parents of five children, four sons and a 

daughter. Leland, mar ried, is a senior at :lashington University La,,1 School. Alan 

is currently serving in the U.S. Army. Charles is a student at Hestminster College 

in Fulton, Missour i, Jonathan is a freshman at Hixon Junior High School in Webster 

Groves. Liz, nO\~ married to lawyer Thomas i. llen, has taught school in Albert Lea, 

Minnesota. 

more 
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Congressman Curtis is a member of a family long active in Hissouri civic af­

fairs. His grandfather ~las the first Dean of the \.Jashington University LaH School. 

His four brothers include an Episcopalian minister, a medical doctor, a certified 

public accountant, and a career officer ~']ith the American Foreign Service. 

A graduate of Hebster Groves public 3shoo1s, Congressman Curtis studied at 

Dartmouth College, from which he received his h.B. degree with honors and an hon­

orary M.A. degree. His law degree was earned at Washington University. In addition, 

he holds the honorary Doctor of LavlS deg;:ee from Hestminster College in Ful ton, Mo. 

He is a life trustee of Dartmouth College and a member of the board of directors of 

William Woods Co1lese at Fulton. 

As a practicing attorney, Congressman Curtis has been active in the St. Louis, 

St. Louis County, and Hissouri Bar Associations. He \-las a member of the State Board 

of Lav] Examiners from 1,:):':·0 to 1950. 

His military service includes enlistment in the Navy in April, 19/.2, and service 

in the Atlantic and Pacific Theatres until December, 1945. He was commissioned 

Lieutenant (j .g.) and received service citations for his achievements ~vhich also 

earned him the commissions of Lieutenant and Lieutenant Commander. He is a member 

of the National Distinguished Guest Committee of the American Legion. 

Curtis' community service before and after his election to Congress includes 

work with the Big Brother Organization, the Community Chest Fund, the St. Louis 

Social Planning Council, the ViSiting Nurses Association, as Chairman of Boy Scout 

Camps at Irondale, Ho., the Eagle Scout i,ssociation, the Red Cross, as Lecturer in 

Law at the Y.l1.C.A., and activities at Jef [e-::son College and with the American 

Legion, Webster Groves Hemorial Post 172. He has been active in the past in the 

Lions, Kiwanis and Hoose organizations. For more than 27 years he taught the 

Adult Bible Class at the Faith Congregational Church in Webster Groves. 

A Congressional student and widely-respected authority on government procedure 

and economics, Congressman Curtis is the author or the book, "37 Hil1ion Jobs: A 

Dynamic Solution to End Unemployment. d 

Congressman Curtis, vlh6 ;f..s a member of the Republican Task Force on Job Oppor­

tunities and IJelfare, played a key role in development and enactment of the Man­

pm'1er Development and Retraining Law. As spokesman for Congress in the economic 

sphere, he vIas a leader in ,-lriting laws extending Social Security to cover disability 

and in producing major tax reform legislation of recent years. He \'1as a participat­

ing author of the Tax Code of 1954 and the 1902 Revenue Act and is a key advocate 

of Congressional reform. He t-las one of the first Congressmen to propose a perma­

nent Ethics Committee to oversee the standards and ethical codes of l1embers of 
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Congress. 

LEADERSHIP IN COEGRESS 

In Congress, Tom Curtis is recognized as a leading expert in the field of 

economics (Bus. Irk. 1-13-62, Monthly Labor ~eview 1-64, General Electric Forum, 

Jan.-Mar. '6L}, remarks by Sen. Javits) and his ranking position on t\'l0 powerful 

coaunittees--the House \lays and Means COillffiit~ee and the Joint Economic Committee-­

gives him the seniority necessary to ma::e his opinions and proposals effective. 

He is senior Republican on the Joint Economic Committee, whose report on the 

President's annual economic message sets the economic lines of battle in Congress. 

This Committee considers important economic policy issues such as military procure­

ment, agriculture, trade, Latin American [lolicy, and its relation to the state of 

the economy. As second-ranking Republican on the House ~lays and Means Committee, 

Curtis is active in the fields of taxation, social security, unemployment, 

compensation, trade and tariffs, and other important legislative areas "lithin 

jurisdiction of the committee. He is also a member of the Joint Committee on 

Internal Revenue T.'J.xation, the House Committee on Reduction of Non-essential Ex­

penditures, the G.O.p. Policy Committee an(~ the G.O.p. Task Force on NATO Unity. 

Tom Curtis is hiShly respected by both ~epublican and Democratic colleagues 

in Congress. survey of congressional opinion conducted by Redbook f:la[;azine l 

(Feb. '(2) revealed Curtis as the second most admired Republican in the House. 

Former President Eisenhm'ler has said that he considers Curtis "an e):ceptional 

member of Congress';. In an article in Fortune Hagazine (Dec. 1963) Curtis was 

discussed as one of tile top ten conservatives iil Congress and considered one 

of a group of four representatives \-lho make expertly informed fiscal conservatism 

their hallmark. Vlhen endorsing Curtis for election in '62 the National Committee 

for an Effective Congress stated: ;l ••• he is the one member to whom congressional 

colleagues in both parties most often turn when they are seeking to assure bi­

partisan support for measures of national si:::;nificance. II Their endorsement em­

phasized the respect he has gained. 

Tom Curtis was recosnized as the outstanding Republican member of the House 

of "Representatives by the American Political Science Association in 1%3. The 

Association presented to him their "Distinijuished Service Award for Con::;ressional 

Service :: which bi-annually honors one Republican and one Democrat in both Houses 

of Congress. The award, one of the Nation's hi~hest honors in the field of 

government service, states: 

"\\lith selfless tenacity, \·lith a 10'1e oJ: hearty debate, and with an 
hones ty and sincerity that have uon him t:he respec t of his colleagues, 
Thomas B. C~rtis seel,s to maintain the vitality of Congress and of his 

more 
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party. 

"By articulating and advancing policy alternatives, he has elevated the 
discussion of economic issues in the Congress and elsewhere. Joining 
in a bipartisan effort, he worked energetically for enactment of trade 
legislation consistent with his nation's role in international affairs. 
He speaks \.,ith a compelling voice in the development of his party's 
approach to the problem of full employment in a rapidly automatin3 
economy. A student of Congress, he is in the forefront among his col­
leagues in working for alteration of rules and pr6cedures to meet the 
needs of a changing society in a changing world. 

"The American Political Science Association takes great pleasure in 
presenting this Congressional Distinguished Service Award to Thomas 
B. Curtis, Republican of Missouri--respected advocate, courageous in­
dividualist, and diligent legislator whose service is in the finest 
tradi tion of constructive conservatism. I; 

LEADERSHIP NATIONALLY 

Tom Curtis ",as ",idely mentioned in 19GO as a possible Republican Vice Presi­

dential candidate (Cong. Quarterly, Fact Saeet 7-15-60; Newsweek 4-18-60), and 

again in 1964 his name was prominently mentioned for this high position. 

His opinions and ideas on national issues have been widely heard and read 

across the country. He has been called upon to participate in discussions and de­

bates on a number of nation-wide radio and television programs. Among them have 

been: CBS-TV's special program on the tax cut (7-13-63) and Curtis' nationally 

televised speech on NBC-TV in rebuttal to President Kennedy on the tax cut 

(9-21-63); Mutual Broadcasting's "~Jhat's The Issue", a discussion of thE; Social 

Security Advisory Souncil (9-22-63) and the ne\'lly passed Social Security Act Amend­

ments of 1964 (S-16-GLf). After the death of President Kennedy, he participated in 

a broadcast over Radio Liberty (December 1963) assuring millions of listeners in 

the captive nations and in Russia of the stability of our government in the face 

of national tragedy, and the Educational Broadcasting Corporation IS ItCourt of 

Reason" discussing the subject of presidential succession and stability (1-22-64). 

He also appeared on the very popular Metro-media program "Under Discussion" with 

leaders in the foreign policy field on the subject of "Foreign Policy: Nyths or 

Realities" which considered Senator Fulbright I s criticism of America as disillus­

ioned by the flmaster-myth" of the cold war. His opinions on the I1edicare issue 

were heard in a debate \lith Senator Neubereer (D.-Ore.) over the CBS radio program 

;'Leading Question!! (Aug. 1964). 

His views have been given coverage in many nationally circulated magazines, 

(Life, editorial 2-7-6l.~; Reader I s Digest, June 1963 on Medicare; Nation I s Business, 

May 1963, and the I!ashington Horld). He haG IJublished articles in many special 

interest magazines, including the American Legion magazine (Jan. 19(4), the G. E. 

Forum (Jan. -Mar. 196L~, :!Protecting the Inte::;rity of the Dollar"), the Yale 

Political Journal, IITaxation and Economic P;:ozress" (Jan. 1963), Medical Horld 
more 
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News (Jan. 196L:.) , Vital Speeches (10-15-:13), the Tax Foundation's IIonthly Tax 

Features (Dec. 1 ( 03) Advance magazine "Youth and the Nilitary" (summer 1963), the 

National Association of Secondary School Principals' Bulletin "Automation;' (Nov. 

1964), the Missouri Bar Journal, liThe Lawyer in Congress" (Sept. 1%4), Play Boy 

"Conscription and Commitment, If (Feb. 1966). 

LEADERSHIP IN MISSOURI 

Curtis has Horked to build the strength and unity of the Republican Party 

in his home State as well as on the national level. In recognition of his efforts 

and abilities, the Missouri Republican Convention in 1960 passed a resolution 

calling for consideration of Curtis for the Vice Presidency (Kansas City Star 

(6-5-60), and he Has again endorsed for the 2nd place on the Republican National 

ticket by the St. Louis Young Republicans, a group of more than 3L:·OO members. His 

important role as GOP spokesman and the strenGth he would add to the 1964 ticket 

were stressed in a feature article by the St. Louis Globe-Democrat (Hay 1963). 

Named as a delegate to the 1964 Republican National Convention from the Second Dis­

trict, he was considered a possible favorite son candidate by other members of the 

Missouri delegation. 

In 1960, Curtis "las named "Man of the Year" by the St. Louis Globe-Democrat 

through a committee of prominent civic leaders Hho made the selection on the 

basis of distinguished public service. A gathering of 1300 Republican leaders 

and other St. Louisans honored Curtis at a testimonial dinner in November of 1963, 

expressing their appreciation for the \V'0J:l~ he has done for St. Louis and the Nation. 

Curtis was honored by Westminster College in Fulton, Mo., in June of 1962, 

when he was a\V'arded an honorary LL.D. degree and by William ~voods College in Fulton 

in September of 1963 \V'hen he was appointed to the Board of Directors. 

AS A LEGISLATOR 

Curtis has long beep- one of the prime Congressional movers for civil rights 

and equal opportunities Hith law' and order. Zar1y in 1963, before the Administration 

introduced any civil rights bill, Curtis had organized a group of 30 Republican 

Congressmen for consideration of possible legislative action. This Curtis-led . ­
group sponsored measures vlhich \-1Qu1d eliminate segregation in public accommodations 

(housing) and vest authority in the U.s. Attorney General to act in civil rights 

cases after state and local authorities had failed. (Cong. Rec. pages 1095-1499, 

January 31, 1963). These same provisions became the cornerstone of the historic 

Civil Rights Act of 19G4 passed by Congress. 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 also received Curtis' enthusiastic support, and 

the Civil Rights !,ct of 1966, which passed the House but failed in the Senate, 

more 
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contained an entire title which originated in Curtis' office. Realizing that 

one of the basic problems was not to give the Chief Executive more power but 

rather to make the President account for the exercise of the pm'1er he already had, 

Curtis authored a Title which compelled the U.S. Attorney General to report regu­

larly to the Senate and House on the progress of civil rights compliance. 

In 1965 Curtis was a leader in the struggle to have Congress consider the 

challenge of Mississippi Freedom Party for the seats of the regular Democrat 

party members from Mississippi. (Cong. Rec. Sept. 16, 1968, p. 23186) (Cong. Rec. 

Sept. 17, 1965, p. 23392-3). Curtis was singularly praised for his stand by the 

leader of the Mississippi Freedom Party (statement by Mr. Lawrence Guyot, Chairman, 

MFDP, September 17, 1965), and for his civil ri8hts efforts in general was cited 

by the Council for United Civil Rights Leadership which included the late Dr. 

J.Vlartin Luther ICing, Jr., Roy 'iJilkins, Whitney Young, James Farmer, and James For­

man among others, (Feb. 1965). 

Civil Liberties, and procedures which insure their growth and development, 

have been a constant concern to Curtis. Getting to the core of the controversy 

surrounding the House Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC), Curtis proposed 

a bill (H. R. 8491, Congo Rec. April 11, 1967, p. 3912-3913) which would allow a 

select committee of the Congress to evluate contempt citations rather than the 

committee (HUAC) which made them. He would thus prevent the same group of legis­

lators from acting both as prosecutor and judge of the activities of a witness. 

Removing these procedural excesses, Curtis believes, would also remove much of the 

vocal opposition to the Committee's interesting and valuable work or investigating 

and informing the Congress for the purpose of legislating on subversive elements 

within our society. 

Curtis is also the author of a bill (H.R. 5579) Congo Rec. February 16, 1967, 

H-1446, which would protect the rights of mentally incompetent persons in judicial 

proceedings. This bill has the backins of both members of the American Medical 

Association and the American Bar Association as an effective way to deal with a 

growing problem. 

GUARANTEEING ECONOf1IC OPPORTUNITY 

The unskilled. The fundamental idea behind Curtis' efforts in the area of 

constructive welfare and fighting poverty is that Federal programs must be directed 

toward getting the individual to be able to earn his own living, and get on his 

lfeconomic feet". This means to Curtis a clearing away of obstacles, economic or 

social, which block full equality of economic opportunity. The primary barrier is 

lack of education and training for modern jobs. 
more 
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On July 11, 19SC, Congressman Curtis and three Republican collea8ues (Goodell, 

Hidnall, Taft) introduced H.R. 18715 (see Cong . Rec. H70l7-l9 July 13 , 1968) one 

of the most imaginative bills in recent years to fulfill the promise of economic 

opportunity to people of the ghetto and other low income, high unemployment areas. 

The Community Self-Development Act, as the bill is called, authorizes the estab­

lishment of Community Development Corporations, stock business corporations formed 

by residents of an area below norms in income and employment. The CDC owns and 

manages subsidiary businesses in the community and conducts a broad range of 

social service programs as desired by its stockholders. A community resident can 

become a stockholder by buying a $5 share or by earning it through contributed 

labor. 

The Community Self-Determination Act has received the strong endorsement of 

the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) and many other groups promoting the con­

cept that "black people should have an opportunity to mm their own businesses" 

and to "have a piece of the action." Follot-ling the lead of Curtis, Goodell, 

Hidnall and Taft, 36 other House Republicans and 26 Senators--13 from each party-­

have introduced the bill. Republican presidential candidate Richard Nixon issued 

a statement supporting the concept and t~1e Party Platform endorsed it. 

Tom Curtis is one of the most highly respected experts in the Congress on 

job training and retraining. In the 37th Congress, Curtis was Chairman of the 

Republican Policy Committee's successful study "Operation Employment.! (final re­

port, Congo Rec. August If: , 1961, p. lL:-7':)1). This study laid the groundt-lork for 

the Manpower Development and Training Act of 1962, which contained most of its key 

provisions. The Curtis conception of the need continually to upgrade the entire 

I'skill ladder" to reduce unemployment and fill the vacant jobs created by tech­

nology received fuller amplification in his bool~ "87 Million Jobs, a Dynamic 

Solution To End Unemployment. (Oct. 1%2, Duell, Sloan and Pearce, New York). 

The less than satisfactory results due to ineffective administration of the 

Manpower Development and Training Act of 1962, spurred Curtis to further efforts in 

the essential area of manpowe; training and retraining. In the 89th Congress 

Curtis introduced the Human Investment Act (H.R. 10934, Cong. Rec. Sept. 9, 1965, 

p. 22400-22417), a bill which would give industry a tax credit for training and 

retraining program expenses. It is based on the theory that job training needs 

to be continually undertaken at every level and that business and labor working 

together, and not the government, know better than government what jobs are in de­

mand and how most efficiently to train people for them. Cosponsoring the Human 

Investment Act behind Curtis in the 89th Congress were 108 of his Republican 

more 
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colleagues includin[j all t,,,elve members 0[ (: :1 8 Joint Senate-House Re publican 

leadership. In the S~_; th Congress (H.R. '·f52i ;, Con3. Rec. H926-4·Lj.G, Feb. 2,1962) 

this number sHelled t o over 159 Republican Senators and Congressmen. 

Curtis has i ntroduced many other bil l s desi3ned to open up employment oppor­

tunities for the uns killed and those dislocated by the advancing effects of tech­

nology. Among them is The Employment Incentives Act of 1967, (H.R. 13777, Congo 

Rec. H14264, Oct. 31, 1967), a bill designed to deal with the excesses of the fed­

eral minimum v7age laws which often prevent an employer from hiring an unskilled em­

ployee if his expected produc tivi ty would be less than the minimum vJa 2; e required to 

be paid. Under the Curtis proposal, the [j ove ~nment would be required to give an 

employer 40% of the minimum wage, for a period of either six months or one year 

of an employee certified to be unskilled by the U.S. Department of Labor. 

Another Curtis proposal is to increase mobility of labor to take advantage of 

new jobs opening up , by liberalizing the deductions for reimbursed moving expenses. 

(H.R. 3947, Congo Rec. January 26, 1967, H69C-699), or in the particular case of 

disabled individuals, for expenses for transpor tation to and from ,,,or~c (H.R. 3949 

Congo R2C. January 26, 1967, H699). 

EDUCATION 

In the closing da.ys o[ the 90th Con:::; ress, Congressman Curtis introduced an 

education bill Hhich reflec ted the unde:rlying theoretical basis of his wor k in the 

area over a period of many years and ~"hich re presents a modern approach for finan­

cing educational expenses. The Curtis bill introduced on Oct. 3, 1960 , is based 

upon the theory that eltpenses for educatioa is a capital expenditure, one which 

yields rich returns to the individual and t o the society. Consequently, the bill 

provides that the person Hho makes this investment shall be allm-led to urite it off 

as a capital expenditure on his income tax up to a maximum of $10, 000 for a period 

of ten years. (See Congo Rec. Oct. 3, 1%0). 

Since the late 1950's, Congressman Curtis has reintroduced le8islation which 

would improve the Higher Educational oppor;:unities for millions of Americans by 

allm"ing a tax credit against income tax [or .tuition and fees paid by individuals to 
. . . ) 

institutions of higher education and to alloH a tax credit for contributions from 

individuals and corporations to such educational institutions (H.R. 16(1) (Cong. 

Rec. January 6, 1965, pp. 130-131). Curtis supplemented this higher education bill 

with a proposal ,'7hich ~-lould strengthen the opportunities of educationally deprived 

children by allouing tax credits and payr:tent s to individuals ,,,ho must meet the cost 

of such education (H.R. 6357, Congo Rec. Ha:rch Hi , 1965, p. 4922-3). These pro­

posals, vIi th modi f ications , were endorsed by the Republican House leadership and 

more 
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presented as the Educational Tax Adjustment Act of 1965. This bill was considered 

as the alternative to direct federal aid to education and preferred by those vlho 

'<lished to remove impediments to greater local, state, and private contributions 

to education. Curtis has pointed out that while federal expenditures to education 

have increased enormous ly, the gro1)lth in expend itures for education from all sources 

in our society combined has decreased in recent years. This effect, says Curtis, 

is the operation of the "Curtis corollaryd to Gresham's Law--federal money drives 

out state, local, and private funds. 

Curtis' involvement with education has been long standing. Since his gradu­

ation from Dartmouth College with a B.A. de3ree with honors, he has received an 

honorary M.A. degree from the same institution, earned his law degree from Washington 

University in St. Louis, and received an honorary Doctor of Law degree from West-

minster College in Fulton, Missouri. He is also a member of the Board of Directors 

of Hilliam Hoods College in Fulton, Missouri, and a life Trustee of his alma mater, 

Dartmouth College. 

URBAN PROBLENS 

In 1967, when the =, ubcommittee on Urban Affairs of the Senate-House Joint 

Economic Committee undertook to study in depth the economic and related problems 

of the nation's urban areas, they requested that papers be presented to divergent 

aspects of urban problems as background. Included among the t,.]enty-one papers 

requested, nineteen Her-e by academicians, one \<las prepared by an institution, and 

one was prepared by a Congressman--Tom Curtis. (Joint Committee Print, IlUrban 

America: Goals and Problems", August 19G7). 

The Curtis paper entitled "Toward a Better Understanding of Urban America" 

(Joint Committee Print, p. 213) presents an historical appraisal of the development 

of the high rise city, reaching the conclusion that the factors which contributed 

to the growth of concentrated urban livin~--the proximity of water as a source of 

industrial pm<ler, and the close aggregation of the labor force to run the plants-­

no longer exist. They have been replaced instead by electricity and a more mobile 

labor force, thus allmling plants to be locat.ed almost anywhere, ,lith the contin­
~~ 

uation of a high rise co~e region no longer necessary. Curtis points out that 

those who advocate great sums of federal money for the restoration of the core 

city are opposing progress and are creatures of the vested interests of the 

property owners of the core area. The long ranee solution, says Curtis, lies in 

breaking dovm barriers for the core city d\<leller--be they economic or social--so 

that he can folloH his preference out of the concentrated areas into more dis­

persed living conditions. This means job training, labor mobility and not massive 

more 
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federal rene'tlal projects ~lhich merely perpe t uate the concentrated conditions. 

Immediate conditions demand attention, and Curtis solutions for the economic 

needs of the urban areas include an updated real estate property tax, based upon 

fairer assessment of property values, better zoning, and enforced building codes. 

Curtis is also a sponsor of the National Home O;mership Foundation Act (H.R. 8846, 

Congo Rec. H41.<~:-3, April 20, 1967), authored by Senator Percy (R.-Ill.) Hhich 

stresses ownership a nd the pride that goes uith it rather than rental. The NHOF 

1ilOuld assist the lml income families in financing the home with funds obtained 

from debentures sold by that institution as "lell as the home owner with advisement 

and other subsidiary services. 

Curtis' interest in urban problems has e}~tended to fully acquainting the 

next generation of America's leaders with those problems first hand. Congressman 

Curtis was the first Con8ressional sponsor of the Cornerstone Project, a program 

originated and o!?erated by students which provides a series of two ~Jee:( seminar 

sessions each summer for Hashington's student interns in a ghetto of one of sever­

al large metropolitan areas. The project has grown from one city in 1966 to five 

cities in 1968, and from Curtis as the original Congressional sponsor to twenty 

Senators and Congressmen of both parties. 

There is no one in the House of Representatives who has worked more diligently 

to obtain fair Congressional hearings on the rreport of the National Advisory Com­

mission on Civil Disorders (Kerner Commission) than Congressman Tom Curtis. While 

expressing deep reservations about some of the scholarship underlying the report, 

Congressman Curtis tool: the floor of the House on March L(, three days after the 

Kerner Report was released, and stated: "This is something that the appropriate 

Congressional Co~mittee should immediately proceed to find out. Then if some real 

studying has been done, it can serve as the basis for moving fon..ard to do the 

comprehensive job that is so badly needed." (See Congo Rec. March L!_, 1968, p. 

1599-60). 

On April 9, 1968 , more than a month a f ter t~e publication of the report of 

the National Advisory Commissism, when it 'tJa3 - apparent that the Democratic leader­

ship in the Congress and the White House intended to ignore the report, Congress­

man Curtis again took the floor and introduced legislation (H. Con. Res. 758) \-lhich 

vlOuld provide for a Joint Senate-House Committee on Central City Affairs, "to 

immediately take up the report of the National Advisory Commission together \-lith 

its working papers and bacl~ground material, to hold public hearings on the report, 

calling before it members of the Commission and others who helped in its studies 

as well as knowledgeable people in government and the private sector--all under 
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cross examination and to report back to the Congress within six months recommenda­

tions for action. l : (See Congo Rec. April S, 1%0, p. E2325-26). The Curtis 

resolution has never received consideration by the House and has been pending before 

the House Committee on Rules since its introduction six months ago. 

However, as senior Republican on the Joint Ec<;nomic Committee, Congressman 

Curtis \Olas instrumental in bringing about tbe hearings that \...ere held by the JEC 

on May 28, 29, and June !~, 5 and 6 of 1908. It \'1aS also his irtitiative and that of 

other Republican members of the Committee to extend an invitation to the Rev. Ralph 

Abernathy \olho \'1as in IJashington at that time directing the "Poor People's Campaign". 

Although the Committee rescheduled Dr. l.bernathy ' s appearance several times at his 

request, he never did ultimately appear. 

SOCIAL SZCURITY, WELFARE, REHABILITATION AND THE NEEDY 

Tom Curtis has spent sixteen years as an active member of the House Hays and Means 

Committee which is responsible for all social security and most welfare legislation. 

He has consistently approached his tasks on the committee positively, recognizing 

that nearly eve~Jone can contribute somethinz to society, and that it is in so­

ciety's interest--and most of all the individual's--to help them do it. 

Curtis has seen many of his proposals enacted into la"l. In the area of health 

care for the aged, Curtis successfully sponsored bills to provide federal cuarantees 

for loans to qualified nursing homes throu~h the F.H.A. and to provide federal 

assistance for the training of practical nurses. Curtis has been honored for such 

''lork through receipt of the American Nursins Home citation. He has also sponsored 

a bill, which is no", 1 a, ... , which cuts the cost of medicines bought throucih the mail by 

lowering postage rates on such prescriptions. In addition, a Curtis proposal now 

enables retirement pension plans to pay health benefits thus enablinG 15 million 

persons under such r- lans to provide for retirement and health care costs. The 

Social Security Amendments of 1965 contained Curtis proposals includin3 provision 

of monthly insurance benefits for certain dependent parents of individuals; entitled 

to either old aze or disability insurance benefits. The 1965 amendments also con­

tained substantially the provisions of Curtis~ bill H. R. 3360 (Cong. Rec. 1095,, 
Jan. 25, 1965) which made individuals suffering from Tuberculosis or mental illness 

eligible for public assistance payments on the same basis as individuals suffering 

from other types of illness. 

Curtis '-las instrumental in the historic extension of the Social Security System 

to cover the disabled. Certain legislation he has sponsored in this area would 

liberalize benefits to the blind. (H.R. l12l/~, Congo Rec. H8226, June 28, 1967). 
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Curtis has been recognized for his uo:d, on behalf of the blind, receiving 

in 1958, the Ellis Forshee Award from the Hissouri Federation of the Blind, and in 

1961 the Newel Perry Award from the National Federation of the Blind. 

Curtis has expressed concern over the future of the Social Security System 

if continued on its present course of providinn a full retirement pr03ram for 

everyone in the society. In his opinion, Social Security should not be allowed to 

invade forcibly the field of retirement plans or pension plans or other ,~ays in 

which citizens may have provided for their retirement in their own ~'lay. Several 

years ago, Curtis proposed a bill that Hou1d allow any citizen to tal(.e out his own 

retirement program in lieu of Social Security if that program was at least equiva­

lent in benefits to the Social Security System (H.R. 6697, March 7, 1967, Congo Rec. 

H2237-H2239). Correspondingly, Curtis also sponsored a bill which Hou1d allow cer­

tain employees "'ho are not covered under certain programs to elect in. The Curtis biU 

permits states to provide for coverage of hospital insurance benefits of the aged 

for state and local employees (inc1udin3 most school teachers) who are not other­

wise covered. (H.a. 13463, Congo Rec. 26725, October 19, 1966) 

LABOR POLICY 

National strikes in important industries directly affecting the public, and 

planned so as to turn the public's discomfort into political pressure as an ad­

ditiona1 weapon to economic pressure on mana~ement, have been prevalent in recent 

years, and unless some governmental action is taken the number of such strikes may 

well increase. The Johnson Administration has promised since January 1965 to pre­

sent proposals to deal with the problems of increasing national strikes. It has 

not had the courage or resourcefulness to do so. 

Tom Curtis has reintroduced since 1%3 legislation that ,.,ould set up the 

necessary procedures in the Congress to find a solution. H.J. Res. 352, Congo Rec. 

H1682-3, February 23, 1967, established a Joint Congressional Committee to study 

and report on industry collective bargaining and strikes and lockouts. To the 

procedural machinery Curtis has offered a substantive proposal for consideration. 

Labor I S right to strike agai"nst ' a management ~-}ith ",hom it has a grievance should 
" 

always be protected, as ,,,ell as its right to use a strike and threat of a strike 

to acquire better ,~ages, hours and worldn~ conditions from a particular management. 

However, this clash of economic pm-Jer, fundamental to the concept of collective 

bargaining is perverted when bargaining is allm-led to be conducted industrywide 

through the assimilation of power of either the union or the management. At the 

point when the entire industry is involved the public is deeply involved and its 

interests are often overlooked or deliberately abused. Curtis has proposed that 
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the simultaneous expiration of contracts within anyone industry be prohibited. 

Labor should retain the right to strike a~ainst the particular company for whom 

it is employed but \>lho1e industries could not be shut down, and the public interest 

and strategic needs of the country would not be compromised. 

Curtis has also shcnm concern for the development of independent labor organi~ 

zations and favors the creation of a Congressional Committee on small independent 

unions, sim~lar to that presently existing for the benefit of small business, (See 

Congo Rec. H42l2-3, April 17,1967 on H. I',es. £,35). 

Recognizing the ~reat role that labor organizations can play in improving 

employment practices and alleviating employee grievances, Congressman Curtis has 

introduced legislation to improve employee-management relations in the Federal 

Civil Service. The Curtis bill, H. R. 1077£" 'l'10u1d implement Executive Order No. 

10988 by making recognition of properly constituted Federal employee organizations 

mandatory and providin~ for grievance p~ocedures. (See Congo Rec. H7133-4; June 

13, 1967). Of this 1eciis1ation Curtis has said :lgovernmental agencies should not 

be excepted from gene~al1y recognized standards, procedures, and methods of sound 

employment relations. Indeed practices \lhich have insured fair and impartial 

consideration of employees vie\-ls on \"1orkin~ conditions, and provided effective 

methods of adjusting grievances, may be even more necessary in Federal azencies 

than in private firms. l
; 

AGRICULTURE 

In an age \vhere the greater danger is over-population, rather than over­

production of food stuffs, Tom Curtis introduced a bill (H.R. 7326, Congo Rec. 

H2849, Mar. 3, 1967) to reodent American agriculture toward satisfying growing 

vl0r1d needs through increasing production, repealing cumbersome federal agricul­

tural farm res tric tions, and directing the American farmer to gro\·dng \lorld markets. 

In introducing this bill to repeal federal farm subsidies and controls in wheat 

and feed grains, Curtis pointed to the decline of farm income in the face of in­

creasing federal controls, and to his studies connected with the potential in­

crease in world trade through t'eduction of national economic barriers sought for by 

the Kennedy Round of General Agreement on Tariff and Trade negotiations, at which 

he is one of the four Congressional Delegates. 

The Curtis bill has received full support from the American Farm Bureau Fed­

eration, and 19 other members of the House of Representatives. 

The Curtis bill is limited in that it only applies to wheat and feed grains. 

Instead of government supports it proposes government insured recourse loans stand­

ing behind the farmer should they be needed. It then allows the farmer to compete 

for the expanding marlcets that should be his. There is an opportunity for 
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expanding American agriculture trade with foreign nations, and the Curtis bill is 

intimately connected uith this. Hor1d trade in most important agriculture products 

is impeded and confused by our present domestic policies which have created arti­

ficial markets domestically for our products, Curtis contends. U.S. action to re­

establish conditions in the market place in uheat and feed grains 'wou1d prepare 

the vlay to far more successful world trade. 

The current administration policy has been regressive in international agri­

cultural policy. Congressman Curtis warned a~ainst the enactment of the Adminis­

tration's International Grains Agreement before it was signed on the program 

called fI<~fuat' s the Issue" on March 21, 1%0. Nonetheless the Adminis tration signed 

the Agreement and on July 26 Congressman Curtis pointed out the negative effects 

the Agreement had on the U.S. wheat farmers (Cong. Rec. July 26, 1958, p. E7004-S), 

explaining that the Agreement in effect was an export tax on U.S. 'lheat and that 

prices were down and parity had not been so lot'l since the 1930's. Asain on Sep­

tember 20, 1968, Congressman Curtis warned of the effects of the regressive policy, 

(Cong. Rec. EG14l). 

Congressman Cu:ctis has also introduced a bill, H. R. 19l82, \'1hich \'lOuld allev­

iate the competition to the legitimate family farmer \'1hich is created by the in­

creasing number of ;'hobby farmers" and corporate farming operations uhose principal 

interest in farming is to obtain a tax deduction for business losses. Congressman 

Curtis' bill closes this loophole, and in so doing would provide a benefit to the 

farmer who must ma~ce a living for himself and his family from his land. (See Cong. 

Rec. August 1, 196C, 27233-35). 

NATIONAL DZ-FENSE 

Manpower Policy 

Tom Curtis has been the leading Congressional advocate of the concept of a 

voluntary career military, obtainable through a system of increased pay, greater 

benefits, improved utilization of civilian slcills in the military, and cutbacks 

in extraneous military personnel doing non-military functions. Again Curtis was 

the organizer of a task force 
;. 
of his Republican colleagues in the House to study 

the potentialities of this proposal, and that task force presented the House with 

a lengthy study in April 1964. (Cong. Rec. 33l0-832l }, April 21, 1$64). 

Ingrown attitudes, military bureaucratic resistance, and Johnson Administration 

political pressure combined to submerge any study of the proposal. Yet Curtis 

never halted in his efforts to develop a public dialogue. Since the 1950's he 

has testified several times before each of the standing Armed Services Committees 

of the Congress and was instrumental in obtaining hearings by the Senate-House 
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Joint Economic Subcommittee in April 1967, on the economic aspects of a voluntary 

system as opposed to the present conscriptive system. He has challenged the 

Defense Department personally repeatedly, (see Congo Rec. H748-755, Jan. 30, 1967), 

as well as the shallm<i' study of the Marshalland Clark Commissions (Cong. Rec. 

H2l48-9, Mar. 6, 1967). Curtis has also Hritten extensively on this subject for 

such widely diverse publications as Advance magazine (1963), Playboy magazine 

(February 1968) and the Forensic Quarterly (1968). 

Curtis presented his suggested improvements of the draft to the Republican 

Platform Committee of the 1964 Republican National Convention and his proposal 

that the Republican Party adopt a plank ur~in3 the establishment of efforts toward 

a voluntary military system offering real career incentives. The plank Has adopted. 

Since then Curtis I position has been adopted by Democrats, Republicans, Liberals, 

Conservatives, usually opposing forces that can agree on these needed draft reforms. 

l1ateriel Procurement Policy 

Curtis is the sponsor of legislation Hhich is directly responsible for much 

of the recent success in reorganizing the Department of Defense supply policies. 

In 1958, together Hith the now Speaker of the House, John McCormack, he offered 

an amendment to the 1958 Defense Reorganization Act to provide the Secretary of 

Defense the power to unify the services and ~upply functions of the Department. 

(Cong. Rec. May 12, 1959, A40J2). The study for this legislation "laS undertaken 

primarily by the Subcommittee on Defense Procurement Policy of the Senate-House 

Joint Economic Committee on which Curtis is nO't'I ranking minority member. 

His interest in the field stems from his days on the Bonner Subcommittee on 

the Committee on Expenditures in the Executive Departments in his first term in 

Congress, 1950. 

Federal Expenditure Policy 

By virtue of his experience and position as senior Republican member of the 

Senate-House Joint ~conomic Committee, Tom Curtis is one of the members of the 

Congress most often looL:ed to for guidance on matters of fiscal and monetary policy. 

Curtis took the lead in the struggle \Jhkh culminated in 1967-68 to urge the 
,0 

Johnson Administration to accept some expenditure discipline in the face of the 

severe economic crisis and the vast, expensive Vietnam expenditures, before con­

ceding to the Administration1s demands for a surcharge tax increase. The Curtis 

effort resulted in an unusua l unanimous report by the Senate-House Joint Economic 

Committee in early 1967 urging the Administration to cut back their proposed budget 

by some 5 billions of dollars. From his place on the \<Jays and Heans Committee 
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and the Joint Economic Committee, Curtis' interrogation of Administration claims 

of expenditure res t:caint Here significantly responsible for the Committee's con­

clusion that Federal spending increases rather than reductions to benefit the tax­

payers were being planned and carried out by the Administration. In a letter to his 

constituents, July 16, 1908, inserted in the Congo Rec. E6529-32, Curtis pointed 

out how the Administration could cut bacl~ at least 15 billions of dollars without 

touching funds for the Vietnam \-1ar servicemen or the poverty programs if the Ad­

ministration actually believed the gravity or its own slogans and statements. 

The Hays and rleans Committee and the House of Representatives, houever, voted 

in favor of the Administration's request for a tax increase without tying the Ad­

ministration to any specific reductions in federal expenditures. As a result, 

Congressman Curtis voted against the tax increase. His foresight has proved to be 

correct, as the Administration--lacking specific restrictions--resorted to gimmicry 

and dilatory actions to avoid any real expenditure reduction measures. Congressman 

Curtis took a special order to explain this to the House and the public on May 

14, 1968, (Cong. Rec. 3748-54) during the debate on the Conference Report on the 

tax bill on June 20, 1968 (Cong. Rec. H5232-34-, L}l, 46,47,48) and in remarks on 

September 17,1968 , (Cong. Rec. E8003- l :. ). Because of his efforts, Congressman 

Curtis has received the National Associated Businessman IS It1rJatchdog 0::: the Treasury" 

a\vard on several occas ions. 

VIETNAH 

Since February 1966 in a newsletter to his constituents a fe\v months after the 

initial drastic escalation of the conflict in Vietnam, Congressman Curtis has been 

vigorously objecting to the chosen means of the Administration in pursuing the war. 

In a speech while stumping in southwest Hissouri on September 14, 1963, the 

Congressman said: 

"1 argue that there are better ways of fighting this war than the 
present method of fighting fire with fire, military might \vith 
military miSht. 

11 Indeed , I feel that using our economic pmoler Hisely initially 'lou1d 
have forestalled any need to use military force in Vietnam. 

"Therecou1d be no escalation of the war such as we are now witnessing 
in Vietnam without the flow, in great quantities, of oil and gasoline 
into North Vietnam through the port of Haiphong. In the event of an 
embargo on gasoline oil, and other 'Jar materials were unsuccessful, a 
blockade of the port would close down the war in a matter or months. 

liThe tragedy is that the Johnson ildminis tration used military pmJer or 
escalated military pO\ler, the lives of our young men, but still does 
not use or even dis cus s the use of economic pmver. 11 

In these remarl:s, Curtis reiterated the theme he developed in early 1966, and 

which led him to co-sponsor a House Resolution offered by Congressman Paul Findley 
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(R.-Ill.) on October 30, 1967, (Cong. Rec. H1[:.173-82) at which time 27 different 

alternatives to the Administration's Vietnam )olicy were offered and Congressional 

study demanded. 

TAX EQUALIZATION 

The equalization of tax burdens on both individuals and competing enterprises 

and businesses is basic to our Nation's economy and Curtis has introduced 1egis­

lation to that effect. He joined with Wilbur Hills (D.-Ark.), Chairman of the 

House Hays and L11eans Committee, in \oJriting the:: basic tax legislation for life insur­

ance companies based upon the ~ea of equalization. (Cong. Rec. 2-14-63, p. 2149). 

Hi th regard to co-opel.'atives, Curtis has introduced legislation ~'lhich "1Ou1d make 

these earnings of co-operative corporations taxable as corporate income for business 

done for the U.S. (Cong. Rec. 7~11-63, p. 11793.) Another proposal would equalize 

taxation of certain redemptions of preferred stock. (Cong. Rec. 2-5-63, p. 1756.) 

The problems of small business are of great concern to Curtis. He served on 

the Small Business Committee during his first years as a Congressman and has never 

lost his interest in the problems of small business. In 1960 he introduced a bill 

"lhich would help small business accumulate capi tal for growth and expansion through 

retained earnings. In addition, this proposal would have offered special aid to 

the service and distributive industries, often neglected in tax la"1s Hhich focus 

on manufacturing. Portions of his ideas in this regard were incorporated in the 

investment tax credit plan adopted in the Revenue Act of 1962. 

Recognizing the unequal burden placed on individuals with fluctuating annual 

income, such as artists and authors, he wrote the legislation which became law 

in the Revenue Act of 196/:. Vlhich allows a person to average his income over a 

five year period. 

Curtis has often introduced legislation to head off rulings by the Internal 

Revenue Service Vlhich would be in conflict Vlith the intent of Congress in passing 

a tax law. He introduced such a bill ~"hich ,.,ou1d have the effect of suaranteeing 

tax exempt status of income derived from advertising in the publications of tax 

exempt organizations. (Cong •. Rec. 9 -1-6L}, p~ 20550). As he stated in his remarks 

at the time, such a regulation would affect all agricultural, labor, trade, educa­

tiona1 and professional associations as well as such organizations as the Boy Scouts. 

THE REVENUE ACT OF 1%4 

Curtis was the leading Republican spo~:esman in the debate over the tax cut 

bill of 1963-64. He had long maintained that the Nation needed a reduction in 

taxes as they 'oJere stifling individual and corporate initiative but he argued that 

,'le needed a reduction in federal expenditures at the same time in order to 
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eliminate the huee deficit spending of the Administration. (The Hissinr; Pre­

requisite for Tax Reduction, Monitor 9-'63). Curtis argued that planned deficit 

spending ~.,as unwise because it would be "maldnc Greater debt by paying less taxes for 

bigger government ': . He appeared on CBS-TV Nevls Report on the tax cut in July 1963 

to discuss the issue lilith leading economists, and in his speech on NBC-TV in 

September 1963 he clearly outlined the Republican position on this matter. "An 

earned tax cut is best,;' he maintained, iland :jovernment spending levels should be 

held to that of the 1963 rate in order that a cut in taxes would have a positive 

value for the Nation's economy". Hith other members of the Joint Economic Com­

mittee, he introduced legislation to set up a Commission of Federal Expenditure 

Policy which 'V1Ould tal~e a broad and lon::; ranze view of government spending. 

(Cong. Rec. 10-2163, p. 18976). 

TRADE 

Curtis sees trade as a key to international peace and an important battle­

ground in the Cold War. During the debate in the House in 1955 on the Reciprocal 

Trade Agreements Act, Tom Curtis introduced a I'tariff differential " proposal 

as an amendment to thai:: act. This proposal, though not adopted at that time, has 

received much interest by many Congressmen at this time, due to the GATT trade 

negotiations and because of the worsening situation in the U.S. balance of pay­

ments pic ture. The tariff differential proposal that Curtis introduced in 1955 

~vould make U.S. concessions in tariffs contingent upon a foreign producer's 'tvilling­

ness to pay the prescribed percentage of the legal minimum wage which American man­

ufacturers must pay under the Fair Labor Standards Act. In his speech at that 

time, he said: ItForeizn producers who wan~ to reap the lush benefits of the United 

States markets must qualify by passing on part of those benefits by 'i'lages pegged 

to the legal minimum \vage scale on American \vort~ers ·-the ~.,orker with whom they are 

competing. 

In 1958, Curtis worked for the extension of the Reciprocal Trade Agreements 

Act and in 1962 he led efforts for the formin3 of better trade negotiations, call­

ing for Ila concert of free na1;:ions" within \1hi<;.h the United States and other 

countries could 'VlOrk with harmony to counter the Communist trade challenge. 

Curtis, as one of the four U.S. ne30tiators at the GATT trade ne~otiations 

in Geneva, Switzerland, in May 1964, has Hor::ed to reach a peaceful settlement of 

international differences by "talking in terr.:lS of economics instead of diplomacy". 

(s. L. G-D 5-2-64). This important conference on international trade relations 

brings together 75 countries who adhere to the general principles laid down by the 

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), and who seek to establish a more 
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free flmving balance of trade among nations. Curtis has often pointed out that 

there are many harmful non-tariff trade barriers which place American exporters 

at a competitive disadvantage such as direct and indirect subsidies, quotas, and 

other restrictive measures such as a lacl: of foreign antitrust la\vs. The problems 

of equitable sharinG or defense costs with ~urope, agreements by Europeans to re­

duce agricultural protectionism, and the Greater European absorption or the in­

dustrial output of Japan are more immediately important than cutting tariffs. 

Curtis was the first person to lecture under a series of lectures at Tufts 

University called the Christian Herter lecture series. (Speech, Conz. Rec. 1-23-63, 

p. A22l), and has since delivered many speeches on the subject or U. S. Foreign 

Economic Policy. (Speech, Synthetic Or~anic Chemical Manufacturers Association, 

Sept. 9, 1964; speech, Hashington Export Council, Sept. 3, 1961}). 

To aid in turnin2 back Communism in underdeveloped countries, Curtis has pro­

posed an International Home Loan Bank System to operate like a SavinGS and Loan 

Association in the United States. Such a bank system would encourage the develop­

ment of institutions by making capital available. He has also introduced a bill 

to set up a United States Trading Corporation to help American companies challenge 

unfair competitive methods employed by the Communists. 

Thomas B. Curtis served as a Congressional Delegate to GATT for four years. 

His leadership in the international trade field has been acknowledged both here 

and abroad. He participated actively in both Hashington and Geneva, as the 

negotiations progressed and was the only member of Congress who regularly reported 

to the members of Congress, the press, interested industries, unions, scholars and 

others on the state of the negotiations and the problems that were arising. 

His reports are currently being compiled in a book on American International 

Trade Policy for the 197)'s. Congressman Surtis and his office devoted a sizeable 

amount of time and effort to assisting American business and government represent­

atives in findins out \<]hat ,'laS really coins on during the Kennedy Round trade ne­

gotiations and in making sure that the private sector of the American economy 

would be represented by the cU. S. governmental officials and in turn that the U.S • 
.," 

government negotiators ,',ere given maximum cooperation to obtain the best possible 

arrangements for the U.S. 

Congressman Curtis and Hays and Neans Chairman 1iJilbur Mills developed to­

gether the concept that members of Congress, 2 from the Senate, 2 from the House, 

one of each to be alternates, each party should be members of the actual U.s. 

delegation instead of just being advisers. 

Congressman Curtis had found in previous negotiations that he was prevented 
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from adequately representing the U. S. Congress and American economic interest 

by not being able to see the ~1Orking papers uhich the State Department claimed 

were classified for congressional advisers. By being members of the U. S. dele­

gation the Senators and Congressmen were able to see and understand economic data 

vJhich previously had not been made available to the U. S • Congress • This is re­

garded as a pioneerin2; step in allowinr; Senato:.:-s and Congressmen to participate 

more actively and mea:tingfully in international negotiations rather than having to 

depend upon what the E~:ecutive bJ:'anch decides to make available to members of 

Congress or advisers. 

Congressman Curtis also worked very closely with the newly appointed Special 

Trade Representatives and their staff in order to build up the concept that American 

trade policy had to be coordinated and strengthened instead of being spr ead out all 

over various government agencies, many of which did not have items of information 

or policy which were necessary for adequate bargaining by the USA. Ne\'lspapers 

such as the New York Times, Washington Post and others have pointed out that 

Congressman Curtis' role as the House dele gate was one of the most pioneering con­

structive efforts made by any member of Coneress in international relations for 

many years. 

ECONOMIC POLICY 

Curtis is one of the leading Republican voices in the field of economics and 

his opinions are hi ghly regarded as foremost in constructive criticism of the 

Administration's proposals. He has participated in conferences and discussions 

before nationwide audiences on economic issues . (The tax cut, NBC 9-21-63, CBS's 

Leading Question '~nll Congress Enact the President's Program?" l-19-Gl f) (Con­

ference on Federal Tax Reform in 1963 held by Tax Foundation, Inc., Guest Lecturer 

at Tufts University 1-7-63). 

Curtis works for fiscal responsibility and a solid national economy. In the 

matter of government spending he advocates self-control--spending what we can af­

ford--and he would remind those who speak for spending increases and deficit fin­

ancing that it is the citizen's duty to suppo~t the country, not the country's 
() 

duty to support its ci t izens. (N.Y. Chamber of Commerce Bulletin, in January 1963). 

In January of 1964 , Curtis warned against the obvious dangers of inflation and 

serious "overheating " of the economy if the Johnson Administration continued to 

urge continued heavy Federal spending as further stimulation for an already ex­

panding economy. Curtis stated along with other Republican members of the Joint 

Economic Committee, that the Johnson bud get tor fis.cal 1965 was an illusory budget, 

pointing out that several of the special budget techniques, which were used to 
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give the appearance of reduced spending, could be used only for a short time. 

The Budget also calls for many new Government programs which require a small 

outlay in 1965, but ,,,hich will require considerably larger expenditures in 

future years. (1960 Joint Economic Report on the Economic Report of the President-­

Minority Views, p. 40). 

Federal Debt 

Tom Curtis is aot only a leading spol~esman for the Republican party on the 

subject of the many facets of federal debt but is one of the closest students of 

debt policies in the Congress. Curtis in a speech before the Thirteth Annual Con­
of the Independent Bankers Association 

vention (4-10-64 Congo Rec. 4-22-64, p. 8545) stated that the officials of the 

present administration responsible for our fiscal policies finally recognized that 

our federal tax structure was impeding this country's economic growth, but they 

were still unconcerned about the economic impact of the federal debt. In that 

speech, he pointed out that debt is simply deferred taxation and that federal debt 

is inextricably "loven into our monetary policy, and that unless tax policy was de­

veloped with these things in mind, serious economic consequences could result. 

Curtis believes that debt policy should be as neutral as possible. It should be 

used as an adjunct to tax policy. Its main purpose is to spread the payment for 

capital assets over their useful life so that those who benefit from the assets 

may more equally bear the cost of them. Debt can also be used for current ex­

penditures in times of emergency, such as \'Jar, so that too great a burden will not 

be placed on the tax structure. 

Likewise, Curtis believes that monetary policy should be as neutral as 

possible. Its purpose should be to establish and maintain money as a stable unit 

of purchasing pm'ler--a dollar undiminished by inflation. It should provide an 

equitable medium of exchange between goods, services, labor and savings. In pur­

suit of this objective, Curtis feels that the amount of money in circulation should 

relate to the nature and amount of the economic activity within the society at a 

given time. 

Tom Curtis believes that even in pursuing neutral monetary, tax and debt 

policies, an economic impact will still result, but the objective of the policy 

should be to minimize the economic impact rather than maximize it. Curtis feels 

that the dominant school of economic thought in the Administration today is one 

which seeks to use tax, monetary, and debt policies affirmatively to deliberately 

bring about certain economic and social results, not to minimize them. 

Curtis was also one of the most vocal speakers during the debates on the debt 

ceiling increases in the past several years. He is an advocate of using the 
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debt ceiling as a mechanism whereby Congress can exercise its judsment on the 

rate of federal expenditures for any given year, even though he recognizes this 

is a cumbersome met:hod. He has also been a close student of the economic conse­

quences of deferred taxation--'>1hich is debt. He is particularly concerned with 

possible inflationary pressures which can come from financing the debt, and its 

effect on our balance of payments position. 

One of Tom Curtis' major interests has been in the field of federal budgetary 

and accounting procedures and at the present time he is a member of the Joint 

Economic Committee1s Subcommittee on Economic Statistics. 

Balance of Payments 

Curtis has emphasized the urgent need in our economy to eliminate the balance 

of payments deficit by coming to grips with the underlying causes. He proposed 

that the U.S. establish a stable price level, eliminate chronic budget deficits, 

and seek to equalize competitive conditions beD'leen U.S. exporters and those of 

other industrial nations. He criticized the Kennedy administration proposal for 

an "Interest Equalization Tax" as a weak solution to stem the outflo\-l of private 

capital from the country. He considered the tax thoroughly discriminatory and 

full of loopholes. More important is the establishment of a favorable investment 

climate in this country and putting our mm Federal fiscal house in order. As 

steps in this direction, Curtis suggests an improvement in the return on stock­

holder's equity, and a revision of depreciation schedules to make them more realis­

tic in relation to the facts of modern technology. Achieving a balance of payment 

equilibrium Curtis urges, should be given top priority in the Nation's economic 

policy and the U.S. should work to strengthen international monetary and credit 

mechanism if we are to prevent serious crippling or collapse of world financial 

structures. 

PROCEDURES 

Curtis believes in safeguarding individual rights and in the promotion of 

progress by the establishment and adherence to sound rules of procedure. To him, 

rules, carefully prepared and honestly follo\'l~.d, are one of the surest guarantees 

of our freedom. 

Curtis is always alert for measures that ~'lill allow Congress to ac t more 

swiftly and efficiently on legislative proposals. He is a close student of the 

procedures of the House of Representatives and attempts to inform Congress of any 

improvements possible Zor moving its considerations forward while still providing 

adequate rules for honest and meaningful debate. Columnist Roscoe Drummond wrote 

that Curtis was an important champion of modernizing the creaky machinery of 
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Congress. (Look magazine, liS peaking Out ';. 2-9-63). In his participation in the 

non-partisan Brookings Institution Studies on Congressional Reform as Hell as the 

Orville Dryfoos Conference at Dartmouth College in March 1964, Curtis has urged 

revision of the House rules of procedure to insure that Congress becomes a truly 

deliberative body rather than one which is a mere channel for measures sponsored 

by the Executive Branch. 

Curtis has urged that Congress seek to meet the adjournment date of July 31 

each year, as prescribed by law, instead of ,-lasting time at the beginning of the 

session and extending business into late autumn. With an earlier adjournment, 

Congressmen could get home early and maintain an active role in the community of 

the district they represent. 

vJithin committees, Curtis is just as strong for sound procedure. Finding 

none in the Joint Economic Committee when he joined it, he cooperated Hith its new 

Chairman, Senator Douglas (D.-Ill.) in drafting rules for the Committee. Where 

he has found rules violated in his committee, Curtis has been quick to insist that 

there either be compliance or, if justified, a revision of the rules. Similarly, 

Hhen the membership of the Advisory Council on Social Security Financing appeared 

"stacked" with men \'Jho had publicly endorsed medicare before appointment, Curtis 

fought for a more fair representation on the issue. An objective report should 

represent the interests of those who oppose medicare as well, Curtis maintained. 

(Cong. Rec. 9-17-63, p. 16420). 

He has taken a leading role in the fight for adequate committee staffing 

for congressional committees. He has made a firm stand of objection to the im­

balance of committee staffing which greatly handicaps the Republican minority 

and has appealed to Democratic members of Con0ress to recognize this injustice. 

Curtis points out t~at the important work of the minority in Congress is essential 

to a sound political structure in America, Lut that work cannot be carried on un­

less Republicans as ,'lell as Democrats are allmled adequate working staffs. He 

called for and led the fight for an increase in Republican staff representation on 

all committees from the exi~ting 10% of tota~to a more just percentage of 40% so 

the committee Hill be able to operate more efficiently. 

Curtis has consistently opposed gag rules and other unrealistic restrictions 

on debate, such as the use of the suspension of the rules procedure on major legis­

lation (Cong. Rec. 9-7-61, p. 17481), Hhich prevents thorough consideration of 

measures. He has also publicly castigated committees Hhich fail to provide their 

records and reports for adequate study before the bills which they have reported 

come to the floor for debate, and the failure of committees to give adequate 
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study to items brought to the floor. (Cons. f.ec. 6-21-62, p. 10530) 

He believes that there is a definite role for committees to playas an arm 

of the parent body, to study and report but not to decide issues Hhich must be 

left, with the proper information, for the House to work its will. He also holds 

that the committee structure should be used for working the committees' area of 

special interest rather than having ad hoc investigation by individual members or 

unofficial groups. (Cong. Rec. 9-7-62, ? 17402) 

Curtis sees the importance of keep inc the Congressional Record an accurate, 

non-partisan report of the happenings of Congress. When he found political slant­

ing in tables introduced in the Record's daily digest by Democratic congressional 

leaders ~ Curtis brought this to the attention of Congress \.,hich brought an end to 

it. To prevent abuse of the Record by Congressmen under the permission to revise 

and €J.tend remarks, he co-sponsored legislation which would require the printed 

Record to differentiate words spoken in the House from those extensions and re­

visions made later, thus assuring a more dependable official report. 

Curtis sees the \'leakness of congressional procedures which cite individuals 

for contempt, and has introduced legislation to increase the speed and sleil1 with 

~" hich Congress can deal with such situations. In 1960, he opposed the citation of 

Bernard Goldfine for contempt on procedural grounds and defended Port of New York 

authority officials cited for contempt when division of time for floor debate on 

this question was controlled entirely by those favoring the citation. His pro­

posa1 would establish screening conunittees in both Houses to study requests for 

contempt citations, and would give CongresG authority to resort to an optional 

declaratory judgment procedure when a witness refuses to testify or to produce 

papers before congressional committees. 

In the wake of charges that Congressmen were careless in spending government 

funds for their ovm benefit \'lhile on congress ional expense accounts, Curtis 

joined in introducing legislation to tighten accounting procedures for House 

members. (Cong. Rec. 6-15-60, p. 11831). 

MORE CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS AND CONGRESSIONAL REFORM BATTLES 
.1 

While many were content with branding the 89th Congress as merely a rubber 

stamp for the Executive, Curtis was actively studying \'1ays to improve congressional 

procedures and organization to deal effectively with the issues of a modern tech­

nica1 age. Torn Curtis served as the senior House Republican member of the joint 

Senate-House Committee on the Organization of the Congress. For tvlO years that 

committee held hearin6s and conducted studies on Congressional reform, and unani­

mous1y reported in 1967 the Legislative Reorsanization Act (S. 355). 
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The Legislative Reorganization Act contains over one hundred recommendations 

including more open conwittee hearings, restrictions on proxy voting in committee, 

radio and TB broadcast of committee hearings, additional minority staffing, rights 

of minority to call Hitnesses, removal of ~")ostmasters from the patronage system, 

and restrictions on lobbying. 

One of the provisions of the Legislative Reorganization Act which did get 

separately passed is one v7hich bears Curtis I strong imprint--a stand ing Ethics 

Committee for the House. Congressional ethics has long been a matter of great con­

cern to Curtis, often pointing out that the Congress was one of the few large in­

stitutions or professions that did not make significant efforts to police the 

conduct of its oun members. It was concern for maintaining the integrity of 

Congress as an institution, and setting the necessary precedents for the House to 

follow in ethics cases, that promoted him to introduce the resolution v7hich called 

for a vote of the Congress on the exclusion of former Congressman Adam Clayton 

Powell on March 1, 1966. 

After the establishment of the House Ethics Committee--the House Committee on 

Standards of Official Conduct, Curtis appeared before them on April 13, 1967, 

(Cong. Rec. H42l3-S) and testified on his suz~estions for a workable code of 

Congressional conduct uhich contained as the fundamental provision full disclosure 

of all uses of official funds by Congressmen or Committee staffs) and disclosure 

of all sources of campaisn revenue and contri:mtions. (The Committee reported 

back to the House late in 1968). 

Curtis has also proposed many bills designed to expand the ability of the 

Congress to investigate other areas of governmental activity, and to enable it to 

collect and assimilate information so that it can improve its function as a study 

and deliberative legislative body. Among these are a bill to create a select 

committee to conduct a study of the fiscal organization and procedures of the 

Congress, a bill to modernize Congressional control over the federal budgetary 

process by requiring that the Director of the Bureau of the Budget shall be ap­

pointed with the advice and consent of the SeEate, to establish a subcommittee of 

the Senate-House Joint Economic Committee on the Federal Budget and Fiscal Policy, 

and to increase the auditing functions of the General Accounting Office. Another 

important Curtis bill ~lould provide for the eStablishment of a Minority Economic 

Council responsible to the party not in control of the White House ~'lhich would 

serve significantly to improve economic study and action in the federal government, 

with better economic policy an almost certain consequence. 
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Among the honors he has received for (lis \-lOrk to bring about 30vernrnental re­

form is the Citizens Committee for the ~nactment of the Hoover Commission Recom­

rnendations Citation, the endorsement of t:1e National Committee for an Effective 

Congress, the Ripon Society, and Republicans for Progress. 

LOCAL 

While Curtis is one of the most active Congressmen nationally, he has main­

tained an active, working concern for the \velfare of his district and state as well. 

His interest in local projects and individual cases in the St. Louis area has 

brought favorable le3islative action on a considerable number of issues. Curtis 

seeks to help resolve the inevitable differences that arise between federal govern­

ment and the individuals, businesses, and governmental units in the area he repre­

sents. 

Through Curtis' sin81e-handed efforts, a restudy of plans for the flood pro­

tection of the Meramec River Basin was initiated with the Corps of Engineers co­

operating with interested local groups to come up with a sound plan for action. 

(Cong. Rec. 3-29-60, p. 6402). He sees great potential for this underdeveloped 

resource near the St. Louis area, and has ur0ed that state and local authorities 

give it high priority. 

To preserve the natural beauty of Ozark scenes, Curtis has \'lOrlced \vith other 

Congressmen in drafting a new plan for the creation of the Ozark National Rivers 

Project. The plan establishes land near the Jacks Fork and Current Rivers in 

southern Missouri as a national recreation area and would allow the Park Service 

to acquire scenic easements from land mvners, allowing them to remain on their 

property. The bill which was finally enacted into law contained his proposals for 

scenic easements for recreation purposes rather than an outright purchase of the 

land. 

He aided the famed St. Louis Municipal Opera by having the Internal Revenue 

Code amended to extend exemption from admission tax to "musical performances" such 

as those of the Nuni Opera. He appeared before the Civil Aeronautics Board sup­

porting the position of the St. Louis based Ozark Airlines in a route application 

case, calling attention to the improper activities of a Board member. Recently he 

has urged creation by the Civil Aeronautics Board to investigate possibility of 

licensing more flights between St. Louis and Denver and other western points. He 

has cooperated in the strengthening of the Bi-State Commission worl:ins for the 

development of the a~ea centered on St. Louis. 

For the financial benefit of both St. Louis and the federal government, Curtis 

recommended that the land site of the Old Customhouse at Eighth and Olive Streets 
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be sold to private interests and the Post Office be rebuilt on another location 

more suitable to government needs, closer to existing federal buildinss. Curtis' 

belief in and study of this project has led him to the belief that it \>lOuld be 

cheaper not to demolish the old building and rebuild on the same site, but rather 

to sell it and put this valuable property back on the tax rolls. Curtis appeared 

before a subcommittee of the Public V1or~(s Appropriation Committee in opposition to 

an appropriation of federal funds for this project before a more complete economic 

and feasible study Has made. He placed this correspondence with the GSA in the 

Congressional Record (Aug. 13, p. 1867!;). 

He has also been instrumental in obtaining relief for individuals through 

private legislation, when all other remedies have failed. 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT 

Ridhard M. Nixon 

450 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 
(212) 661-6400 

December 3, 1968 

The Hon. Donald Rumsfeld 
Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Don: 

Thank you very much for your letter of November 25th with the enclosed 
report from the White House Fellows Association to the President. I 
share your belief that it will be necessary for the Nixon Administration 
to establish good channels of communication with the younger generation. 

I enjoyed reading the report and I have requested that certain members of 
my staff contact various members of the White House Fellows Association 
who were instrumental in preparing the report. I shall keep you informed 
of any decisions which we reach in this area. 

Again, many thanks for your thoughtfUlness in sending the report. 

Sincerely, 

H. R. Haldeman 
Assistant to the 
President Elect 

HRH:eg /
cc:Mr. Bryce N. Harlow 

- ..-., '," ­
• , ' 



December 3. 1968 

The Hon. Donald Rumsfeld 
Congress of the United State3 
House of Representatives 
Wa.shington D. C. 205].5 

Dear Don: 

Thank you very much for your letter of November 25th with the enclosed 
report f'l~0lll the White House FellO'lro Association .to the President. I 
share your belief that it vill be necessary for the Nixon Arlministrat10n 
~o es~l1sh good channels of communication with the younger e;eneration. 

I enjoyed rea4ing the report and I have requested that certain members of 
my staff contact various members of the l1bite House FellO'lfS Associa.tion 
'Who were ins"trl.mlental in :preparing the report. I shall keep you 1ntormed 
of 8ZI¥ decisions which 'We reach in this area. 

Again, m&q' thaDka tor ~ thoughtfulness in sending the report. 

Sincerely. 

R. H. HaJ.dema.n 
Assistant to the 
lTeaident Elect 

Bryce Harlow 

. .' , 
• 



DONALD RUMSFELD 
REPRESENTATIV E IN CONGRESS 

13nl DISTRICT, ILLINOIS 

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE" 


COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT 

OPERATIONS 


COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE 

AND ASTRONAUTICS 


ctrongre~~ of tbe Wniteh ~tate~ 

~oU5t of Rtprt5tntatibt5 

~lut~bington. ~.Qt. 20515 


November 25, 1968 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
ROOM .506, CANNON BuILOINQ 

WASHINGTON, D,C, 2.05111 


CODE 2.02, 2.2.5-3711 


13TH DISTRICT, ILLINOIS 
TOWNSHIPS OF: 

ELK QROVE NORTHFIELD 

£VANSTOH P'ALAnNE 

N£WTRlItR SCHAUMBURQ 

NILU WHUUNO 

Mr. Robert Haldeman 
Assistant to the President-Elect 
The Pierre Hotel 
5th Avenue and 61st Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Bob: 

Attached is a report to the President of the United 
States which was prepared by the members of the 
White House Fellows Association, dated October 1968. 
I have read it and found it to be a most interesting 
presentation on the subject of the Federal Government 
and the Student Community. In that this promises to 
be a problem area for the new administration, I wanted 
to personally call it to your attention. 

It seems to me that some of the recommendations are 
sound and might well offer some possible ways for the 
new administration to assure that the coming four yea~s 
is a period of participation rather than a period of 
confrontation. You will note that some of the suggestions 
offer ways to identify, select and involve some of the 
top student leaders in the country. Certainly, there is 
no way to satisfy everyone, but it seems to me that 
involvement is the best way to avoid some of the problems 
which could occur. ' 

~si;;cerel 

~a;;;:mSfe Id 

~~p resenta t i ve in Congress 

DR/mf 
Enclosure 

'----- - - - ----- ~~ 
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Office of the President-Elect 
450 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 
November 21, 1968 

Honorable Donald RumB eld 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington" D. C. 20515 

Dear Don: 

Thank you so much for your letter of November 11 offering 
the services of your Speeial Assi tant, Mr . Bruce Ladd. 

I liill refer your lett r and • I.a.dd' 6 resume to the 
pproprlate individuals in the transition organization

in the hope they may be able to utilize the talent Mr. 
Ladd has demonstrated. 

Thanks a.gain for all you continue to do. Yo~ own per­
sonal recommendations are, of course, greatly ppreeiated 
and highly valued. 

Be t per onal re dB • 

Sincerely, 

Bryce N. Harlow 
Assistant to 
The President-Elect 

BNH:ph 
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