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to test the firmness of U.S. Asian commitments 
under your Administration, since he believes 
strongly 1lat without U.S. support Australia cannot 
carry out on its resources alone its commitments 
to Malaysia/Singapore and to regional defense of 
Southeast Asia. 

to question you, in greater depth, on U.S. interests 
and objectives in Southeast Asia {you told Gorton 
that the NSC would review this problem before he 
came here.and the NSC Review Group is considering 
on May 2 a paper {Tab E) as a basis for your s from 

discussions with Gorton). 

to probe your thinking on Vietnam including U.S. 
planning for unilateral withdrawal of U.S. forces, 
and post-Vietnam war prospects in Asia. 

7. In preparing for the visit Gorton made a calculated
decision that he should announce first his forward defense policy 
and Australia 1s commitment to maintain military forces in Malaysia/ 
Singapore after the British withdraw in 1971. {He sent a copy of his 
February 25 speech to you in London, and you sent him a congratulatory 
message.) Now he wants to make sure that he has not overextended 
his country's limited defense resources. 
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8. Yoo.r main E!.E_Oses in these talks will be

to reciprocate Gorton 1s desire for a personal 
relationship and establish a basis for continuing 
two-way consultation between the two governments. 

to reassure Gorton that we are prepared to maintain 
our Asian commitments, particularly ANZUS and 
SEATO, pointing up that in fact Australia's 
contribution to regional defense makes it easier 
for us to maintain our commitments in Asia. 




