
M�MORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

BILL TIMMONS 

AL HAIG
_ 
ffe 

Arctic Policy 

27250 

April 12, 1 9 71 

You recently forwarded to Dr. Kissinger a copy of a letter Senator 

Gravel wrote to the President on Arctic policy. 

The Senator calls for a national policy statement on US interests in the 

Arctic. Moreover, he asks the President to assign to an appropriate 

policy staff group the job of producing an analytical study which would 

form the basis for an updated policy in the Arctic. 

You should be aware that such a study has been underway within 

National Security Council channels and is now nearing final draft. 

The terms of reference for the study are classified, but in general 

they are parallel to the type of analysis Senator Gravel calls for in 

his letter. 

We hope to have the Arctic policy study completed by 1 June 1971. 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

UNCLASSIFIED 
SECRET /SENSITIVE 
ATTACHMENT 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

GENERAL HAIG 

ROBERT M. BEHR
� 

Arctic Policy 

ACTION - 27250 

April 9, 1971 

Bill Timmons has forwarded a letter (Tab B) he wrote to Senator Gravel 
in response to the Senator's letter {Tab C) to the President regarding 
Arctic policy. The correspondence was sent to Dr. Kissinger for his 
"consideration''• 

Although we have not been asked to draft a substantive reply to Senator 
Gravel, I believe that we should acquaint Bill Timmons with what is 
going on in the NSC channels with respect to Arctic policy. He can then 
use the information as he desires. The memorandum at Tab A will serve 
this purpose. 

FYI: The terms of reference for the NSC Arctic Policy Study are at Tab D. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the memorandum at Tab A. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
SECRET /SENSITIVE 
ATTACHME NT 
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�Cnifeb --!o£a£e.s ..5>enafe 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

March 23, 1971 

The Honorable Richard M. Nixon 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest 
Washington, D. C. 

DeBr Mr. President: 

V 3 _ ? k,c} 
l � S7J

For some time I have felt that we have needed a full national 
policy statement on U.S. interests in the Arctic (and the sub­
arctic) and a comprehensive line agency program to go with it. 
Such a step would have several very real advantages, and the 
present timing would seem to be especially good. Indeed, had we 
done a thorough and explicit analysis of our national interest 
in the High North in the past, a number of the issues currently 
facing Alaska and the nation would likely be surrounded with 

less confusion and be more susceptible of solution -- for examole, 
the oil pioeline permit, the settlement of the Alaska Native Land 
Claims, and the question of environmental orotection responsibil­
ities along the Northwest Passage. 

Three general observations are the occasion for my proposal. 
One is that U.S. public and private activities in the Arctic have 
now reached a level of size, complexity and diversity with every 
prospect of acceleration that a comprehensive national policy 
statement and an integrated national program for the region SP.ems 
entirely in order. A second is that given the present and pros­
pective degree of federal involvement in the Arctic, a statement 
and program which knit together national concerns for the area 
would be especially helpful for agencies to pin their individual 
program and planning activities. Finally, the U.S. having a 
state in the Arctic (Alaska) presents the opportunity to capitalize 
on fresh international initiatives with other members of the 
circumpolar community in a region as yet relatively free from strife 
but ripe for cooperative ventures. 

Earlier this month I set forth my proposal and the reasons for 
it in an address at Alaska Methodist University in Anchorage 
(copy enclosed). In this presentation I identified what I would 
see as the general elements of the analysis -- national security 
an<l political aspects, social and economic aspects, scientific 
and environmental aspects. I see the task as one of goal setting 
and then moving from this to a program for achievement commensurate 
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