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Subject: Military Situation Report on Operations in
Laos and Cambodia

Attached are situation reéports on operaticns in Laos
and Cambodia and the weather forecast for the avreas.
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TOP | SECRET/SENSITI _ oot

16 February 1871
| Subject: Operation LAMSON 719

1. General: This report covers the period 150800
GMT (151600-160600 Saigon time, 150300-151700 EST)
1871. The information herein is based on available b
reports and will be revised upon receipt of more complc
information. 4 .

2. Summary of Current Operations:

a. General Situation: US and RVNAF forces a 1
no major actions, RVNAF forces in Laos continue to locate
sizeable stores of material and equipment.

B Significant Combat Actions Reported:

(1) At point 1, elements of US Task Force 4/3
fantry engaged 24 enemy, killing 15, and seizing four

individual weapons and two radios.

(2) At point Z, a US Army CH-47 helicopter was ?it
by fire and exp}odﬂd in mid-air. Five US personnel

'were kllled and one is missing. S

RE | {3) At point 3, elements of the 8th ARVN
A Battalion made contact with an enemy force
‘ ARVN soldiers were wounded. Enemy lossee
Later, in the same area, elements of the
) Armored Cavalry Squadron selzed two Russia
i : and destroyed six tons of rice.

s.) Bt

(4) At point 4, the 2d Battalion, 1lst ARV
Regiment discovered the bodies of 43 encemy s¢
believed to have been killed by air. In the
45 bags of rice were discoverced. .

(5) At point 5, the 1st ARVN Infantry Regimen
ceived 80 rounds of 82Z-mm mortar fire followm )
a ground attack, resulting in two ARVN soldiers
and eight wounded. Three enemy soldiers were I
and two individual weapons seized.

| (6) Other actions in the LAMSON 719 area
| Scuth Vietnam resulted in four friendly soldi
RS {two US) and 17 friendly soldicrs woundcd (1

3 Enemy Iosses were 11 killed. ,

?OP SECRET/SENSITIVE
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1 ¢c. Progress df Friendly Forces in Achi€ving Objectives

| L) ALl planned objectives were accomplished during
- the reporting perlod

{(2) Us angxneors are continuing efforts to upgrade
Highway 9 east of the Laotian border. Reconstruction
of the old landing strlp at Khe Sanh is 25 percent

complete. : bt
"%, Remarks: ; £ 3 :\t”f“

2. The total number of RVNAF troops in Laos p o o R T

b. The total of fracndly battallons in Laoa by type 1is:

(1) Infantry (including airborne) 13

‘(2) Artillery b ; 3 (equivalent)
(3)'Arwored Cavalry Squadrons 2
(4) Bnglneer ' $o B %

'(5) Ranger, | o 2

c. Results of;B~52/ta;tical airstrikes:

EisE o S R RCTTEAL  ATR :
No results reported 39 vehicles destroyed
i : o ‘ ' 2 gun sites dbstrayed

Pt iyehicle dana

" 1 Tl secondary fires
‘ 13 secondary explosions
'30 bunkers destroyed

d. Statistical data for the operatlons are shown in the
attachments.

L

Attachments:
1. Map ST
2. Casualties
¥ Equwpmcnt/Matcr al Seized/Destroyed
4, Air Support
S harerait Loqsos/Casualtles

.

- L .
. . P te e swws B e e me r e M

g e
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TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE

< LAMSON 719

CASUALTIES

PERIOD CUMULATIVE ;
K1 . WIA MIA KIA WIA MIA

FRIENDLY

| Y o

us I 7 G 85 . - 1Ee gt

RVNAF 9 s 0 _ 85 292 1
ENGMY KIA® B BED e REAY K3 A DET

86 Lhagn T 622 265 6

St

*The KIA figure includes -the KBA fipure.
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1T0P SLECRET/SENSIYTIT

vt LAMSON 79 v
LQUIP\ T/MATERTEL/DESTROYED

| ) | PERTOD - CUMULATIV
i SEIZED DESTROYED  SEIZED
;? Individual Weapons 45 0 991
| Crew-Scerved Weapons 5 1 57
?L Ammunition 5 )
i : g : ,
| (1) 8mall-Arms (Rounds) -~ R 0 34,040
! {2) Miscellaneous (Pounds) . 0 ' 2,000 63,180%
H Vehicles i 1 21
|
! C&r imication , Py Lt .
Equ nﬁnt (Radios) i el 2 3
Medical Supplics
{(Pounds) 0 ¢ 8,260
fi POL (1,000 Gals.) 0 . 1.48 15,45
documents (Pouds) 1 0 2
Rice/Food (Pounds) . 11,300 12,000 72,800%%
|+ Structures : ,0. 0 400
: ! s 2%
| /1i1| Bunkers “ 0 0 0
L
B Miscellaneous
ot Zquipment/Supplies (Pounds) 0 0 69,600

*Includes:
9,000 rounds of 37-mm ammunition
5 antitank grenades
6 satchel charges

#%Corrected Data

TQP QFCRFT/Q NGTTIVE
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A~7 [(USN)
F-100
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AC-130 Gunships

o

O OO S oD OO

llelo Gunships y . 375
Air Cavalry 163
jedlo [Troop LiIft . 694
Helo Med Evac : 3 o 8
-,/ 150 , . 8

Helo Logistics

LAOS

(USMC-USN) S : o 24
{USAP-USMC) : 40

(USMC) : : 4
Uan i ; - 11

(‘)r’-\
<

B-57 (USAF) : : : . 1
AC~130 Gunships - - ; 3
Helo Gunships : ﬂ47
Air Cavalry ' 301
Helo Troop hift i o A
Helo mud Evac AT §
AC-119 ; G

Helo Logistics : L3k

VNAF/RAAEF COMBAT SUPPORT SORTIES

RVN

D e

{RAATF)
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Lobt
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TOP SEC roduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library DECLASSIFI
o Ll ?hrs lda/ct:gri'rxeﬁ ﬁa.g Igegﬁ/péwlewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been det

o

4
.
21
b
0
6

ol o B
P
o

i
10 S~

i
e
T Gl bk wJ bt et

e
st
-
£
W

£ S W
o)

T I R

oy

»
IR LR ¢

o bt g U )

(R
RGN OB ~J s O

(WS S
- e

~J1
EeN

Lon

L

-~} OO

~3 s

O

0
48
128
4
38

indd'to be'dedlassified’




TYPE AIRCRAFT

us

IYPE
AH-1G
UH-1H
OH- 6A
OH- 58A
CH-47
E-4

VNAF

- TYPE
UH-1H

|

Tyﬁe AIRCRATT -

us

..—

§ TYPE

AH-1G
"UH-1H
OH-6A

OH-58A

CH-47
F-4
UNAF
TYPE

Ulf-1H

&

A]thAFI IOSSP&

TOD SECRIET/SENSITIVE

*I‘ cludes two operational losses.
nfladCa one ARVN,

‘*‘Includcc four us Newsmon.

PERTOD
RVN/LAQS
0/0
. 0/0
0/0
: 0/0
Al e
0/0
' PERSONNEL CASUALTIES
PERIOD
KIA  WIA  MIA
0/0 ' 0/0 0/0
0/0  0/Qvrr0/0
Ol € RN ) R
0/0  0/0 0/0
B8 oni Ok
e T O
8/0 oz X 80

1 T A
(- LIV

ULATIVE
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16 February 1971
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Subject: Operation TOAN THANG 01/71 NB

1. General: This report covers the period 1RUGU\-152200

GMT (151000-160600 Saigon time, 150300-151700 EbT) February
1971, The information herein is based on availab combat

reports and will be revised upon re sceipt of more co ‘11vte
information,

2. Summary of Current Operations:

o

G003 GRS e General Situation: Position of RVNAF ta;k fo:
sl b . elements are shown at attachment 1. Sweep opozrti
L1+ 'the Chup Plantation area continue to produce scatt
feidl contacts, One major action was reported near Snuu

B Significant Combat Actions Reported:

} (1) At point 1, elements of the 1lst ARVN Armored |
. . Cavalry Squadron and 4th Battalion, 8th ARVN ln:antrv
K . Regiment en route to reinforce another ARVN unit made
: . contact with an enemy force, killing 17 and scizing
- two individual weapons. ARVN casualties were one killed
| and six wounded

(2) At p01nt 2, updated information of an enemy

oAb attack on the 1lst Battalion, 7th ARVN Infantry Regiment.

{atis | | previously roported, in NMCC MFR, same subject, dated

T ) - 151500 EST February 1971, indicates that the action

P | lasted approximately 23 hours and resulted,in 203 enemy ’

f] . soldiers killed. ARVN losses were 10 killed, 50 wounded,
'l and five missing. Friendly forces lost 10 indi=*ﬁun*

S | - weapons and one radio. Enemy material seized

b , 17 individual weapons and 3 antitank grenade 11ungnb1a.

R . (3) At point 3, elements of the lbtn ARVN Armored
1 ? Cavalry Squadron and lst Battalion, 52Zd ARVN hrwlm@nt
: % discovered and destroyed an ll-ton rice cache.

‘ €. Progrpex of Frlendly Forces in Achieving Objectives:
i %rlundl) activities continued according to plan.

@%@k

- e

OP SECRE §El ppP drat the Richard Nixon Presidential Library DECLASSIEIED- 1 o 151 2
—-—-—:Fh-is-deegﬂ%ezt—/ bema«gursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassmed

=



117,917,

' type is:

: Atté(:liment:s :

‘~_Top=sﬁcnnT151

3;'Remnrksﬁ

a. Result

B of PTactical A

Lrstrikes

58 Blun
12 Sty
- 7 Sled

b.gThe tle

c. The ftd

: .(1) fin

L & €2) hjered Cavalry 54

(3)

d}'Statis

2. Casualties

3. Equipie
-4, Air Supj]
L Aircr £

Rangpr’-d7_

kers destroyed.
uctures destroy
ondary flres.

tal number of R”NAF troops

pd.

i
-
1
!
!

1n Cambodia is

-)'

tallnumbet of-RVNAF battalians indCambddia by

fantry ~v18'

1t/M¢teriel Seiz
bort |
L Ldosses

JNSITTVF

L

Reproduced at the RI

.

»

juadrons - 5

e

: sitical data'fofvthe opéfatibn;hre,shQWn in the
‘attachments. - e ‘ |

ed/Qestrbyed‘

e '_3}1 . Enclosure

hard Nixon Presidential Library- DECLASSIFIED g

hEﬂﬂmaQﬁaﬁ&ﬁﬁﬂﬁaﬁau@mmm&&%&%@um¢-




.--oé-'i-p=!
o+

OPERATION TOAN THANG 01/71 NB

Chup
Plcntotuon

BN B 5 e

Kampong
Cham—

o

~—TF 3.

| TORLEEET

TAY NINH.

NEAK LUONG

e e R T g Ve sty et e e L ey Avaeem e e e

‘SVAY RIENG

/-" 1] CRIPHU ANGELS WING : : ,’| T
: . \ _ e il Eetae s R e G L

” " Ni\UTiCKLMlLES /

/"w , : k e e s ’I*i
- _ 3 ; ) ; e . :
{\n\ . { ‘,\ : v _ TOP SECRET*SENSITIVE

TENYT T T .y e o

‘1 ANBWHOVLLY |

'\ :
o T

RAR—————— e

.
P - okt
R duced 4t the Richard leon F‘remdentlal lerary DECLASSIFIED i

This docum, : _ : ( n been determlned o b decla sified.




| ENEMY

TOP_SRCRYI

FRIENDLY|
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TOAN_TIANG 01/71 NB
~ GQUIPMENT/MATERIEL/DESTROYED

CLBERIOD Mo . CUMULATIVE

S§IZED .. DESTROYBD  SBIZED-  DEGSTROYED

f individua1 Weapons. . 0o lie o o T e
"Créwaervei Weapons,:;. i "3' _iff _'é b ‘.ﬂw ‘53 g
  Ammuhition.(Rbuﬁds)_ el e L L , ..‘.
'(1)-Small+Arm§ e o B el “lﬁ. 0 i Z,SOOJVA 0
(2] Miscéllanedusﬂv ;  ; ‘b}?g! K i g5 :*' v» 0
j.Vehi¢1es . ; e : f“.Q, "‘; ‘ é 0 ," 0. sl

Communication - , o b (s : :
Equipment ' e ke e : .0 el il 2 _ .0

" |Médical Suppflies SRR e
(Pounds) | TR o : 0. e ot .40 Boxes 0

febe c1,006bdersy 0 b e e e e
| Documénts (Pvuﬁdsji' _ i  l'f‘.ZS - ”457 . - 3.50 o
IFoad (Pouniel. - lazhoo. T inaio0p. _25;000." - 38,600
". Structureé I o ey Og,ﬁj“l, -§  6 o B 10
[Bwiers, L 0T e e R0

Miscellanc : : . : : : ‘

Equipment/

Ul

25 75-mm [Rgunds

16 Mines : g L
4 61-mm Mgrtar Rounds - :
i . b ‘ Lt

L.
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E AIR SUPPORT |- TOAN THANG 01/71 NB
US_COMBAT SUPPORT SQRTIIS
, 4 T i .
TYPE AIRERAFT PERIOD
P e o
A-37 14
F-100 0
B-52 . : g
AC-119 Gunships bl e
Helo Gun$hlips K lE
Helo Tro¢pp| Lift e
. 'Helo Med|Epac IRy |
. C-130 Logiktics: v 0
. "Helo Logliskics - - oA
1  VNAF _COMHAT SUPPORT SORTIES
A-1 BT
A-37 150
E-§ w9
AC-47 pead
Helo Guns$hfips o 29
Helo Tro¢p| Lift Sl
Helo Med|Eyac g
Helo Logjstics i 36
|
i
I
%',
b
gy
1
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| FORECAST:
~ OUTLOOK:

. NORTHERN '§.

TCHEPONE -{

_CONFIDENTIAL

16/2000 -
17/2000 -

l
Pl i AT
. i

- WEATHER FORECAST

COASTAL 1

MOUNTAINY -

OUTLOOK

£

Cloudy with ocfasional light rain,
visibiliky 7 m:les occas:onally 3105

feet,
miles invrain.

.17/200p Saigon'timé._,
18/200p Saigon time.

| NVN_PANHANDLE - AREA 1: -

B

celllng 3500

v151b111ty 7 miles.

Cloudy, ceilinp 4000 feet,
Between. 0500 aﬁd 1100 Sa1gon time, patchy stratus
surface to 150

2 miles1~

De619a31ng clouds.w

|VIETNAM - ARFA_

T

AGL and fog, visibility 1/2 to

vy
i

.
* .
l

 COASTAY

MOUNTAINS -

 OUTLOOK| -

KHE SANn - AREA 3:-

. feet, visibilif

'Cloudy W1th i1

Cloudy, ce111ng

occ351ona11y 1¢
in haze.

and fag/dllzzl

Dec19351ng clomds.

 QUTLOOK| -

‘unrestricted.

'Decreésing cloy

REA 4

Partly cloudy,

overcast with. £
visibility 1/2

OUTLOOK| -

| valleys,
,Vlslblllty 1/2

Partly cloudy q
ceiling 10,000
haze, Between
‘gtraty

Decreasing ulon

CONFIDENTIAL

'CHUP_PLANTATION - AREA §:

EN

‘Mostly g¢lear wi

V191b11Lty 5o 7|mlles in haze

4000 feet’ qccaszonally 10, 000
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THE - SECRETA *’ F DEFENSE
. WASHINGTON. D. €. 20301

Rt ‘ni L | 16 February 1971
[TUATIGHROS -

MEMORANDUM FOR DR, KISSINGER

(,-’)

Subject:] Status Report on Operations in Laos and Cambodia
;‘; 1. (C) Reference I made to your memorandum, dated 11 February
e 1971, subject as above.
‘o . - 2. (C€) lin accordance with your request, the 1600 hour daily
i reports pre attached as enclosures 1 and 2.
P : ' v . p it 8
tl : ' : “R“Q:?@U\ \\\:::::D%ﬁwdﬂ¢ﬁ
biy . j g -
vl Enclosurbs -2
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[OP_SECRET/SENSTTIVE

5 ' ‘1_‘ : i 16 February 1971
! Subject: Opération LAMSON 719

Gen ra Thls report covers the period 152200-160300
T (1 606 101600 Saigon time, 151700- 160300 EST) February
1 Th 1nformat10n Jerein is based on available combat
orts and will be rev1sed upon receipt of more comnplete

Gh
1
¥
informatién.

Vv
57
¢p
nf

- Summpary of Curren1 Operdtions:

as éeneral Situation: US and RVNAT forces are reporting
_nd major actions. RVNAF forces in Laos continue to locate
"stores|{of enemy materiel’ and equipment.

ignificant Combat Actions Reported:

tl)At Point 1, an element of the 3%9th Ran g'r atta
W ie

ged an.enemy force. Two ARVN rangers were
five enemy soldiers were killed.

2) At Point 2, the Reconnaissance Company, lst Infentry
sion found an enemy faC111ty including eight bunkers

h were destroyed. Seized in the area were 27 indivi-
weapons, two trucks, one 37-mm antlalTC’ 1ft gun, and
n-of assorted 82-mm mortar and small-arms ammuniltion.

Div
whi
dua
1.t

3) At Point 3, the 2d Battalion, 3d'1nfa~rr> Regi

ment
engaged an enemy force killing six enemy~501u3»ra an '
>

‘_u {.‘u }"

seifing one individual weapon and one antitank grenade.

4) Other .actions in the LAMSON 719 area resulted in
friendly soldiers killed (oné US) and 17 friendly
iers wounded (three US). Enemy losses wers saven

ed.,

five
sol
Kil

rogréss of Friendly Forces in Achfeving Objiectives:

1) All planned objectives were accomplished during
the 1"eporting period,

2} US enﬂlnecrs are contlnulng efforts to upgrade
Highway 9 east of the Laotian border. Reconsztruction
of the old landing strip at Kho Sanh is 25 pcfcedt
complete. The assault strip is operational with C-130
airtraft delivering ground handling equipment in prepar-
ation for volume traffic to begin on. 17 February.

TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE S © Enclosure 1
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(J) rlcments of the 4th Battalmon, 3d Imfunctry ne& nent
were initially delayed on the combat assault onto LanuLng
Zong GRUIEN because of weather and was later diverted to
Landing Zone GRASS because of heavy enemy ground fire
aroynd Landlng Zone GREEN.

3. Remdrks: 3

'he total number of RVNAF troops in;Laos is X0, 2R8,

a._?

b. The totallof friendly batfalions in Laos by type is:
‘ : (1) Infantry (including alrborne) e 13
} (2) Artlllery i s % tequivalent)
é 13} Armored Cavalry Squadrons | 2. '
| C4j Lnglneer iy ' ¥ , : 1
' (S)\Rangef e : o ‘ 2
%—LériResults 6f B-s2/tactical airstrlkes.'
G e e g TACTILAL AIR
e fNé'reSultﬁlréﬁor%ed": | 150 rounds 37-mm ammunition

' : il o.. .destroyed

_ j 3 gun sites destroy!
; : A H 1 gun szte damaged .

.f-d..Statlstlcal data for the operatlon are shown in the
attachments, ‘

ttachment
Map

ta
1., .
2. Casuallties
3
4
S

[

»
.

\

. Equipnenu/Naterlel Seized/Destroyed »
. Alr Support ;
. Adrcrpft Losseq/Casualtles

|
)
"y
W
=
]
~
ey ]

T/SENSITIVE 2 Enclosure 1
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TOP_SECRET/SENSI T VE

. LAMSON 719

A PORA L CASUALTIRS ;
4 . .~... (PERIOD_151700-160300 BST FEB7) = b
. ‘ YU BERIODC St il cUMULATIVE
‘ LA A AR PR M
‘ CERIBNOLY i e et e
| ol e g Bl T i TR
: - g S B G R e
ENEMY - | KIA* .KBA . DET  KIA*  KBA - DET
e e e R e T
“The KIA figure includes the KBA figure. - . ;
‘l s .'.!:.‘
1 -: ;
i i
& | !
= |
i
TCP_SECRET/SENSITIVE Al " Attachment 2

]
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0P SECRET/SENSITIVE

e @ 0o o
Bl L AMSPN TI8
EQUIPMENT AND MATERIEL SEIZED/DESTROYED

ﬁé | (PERIOD 151700-160300 FST FER7D)
| # PERIOD - . CUMULATIVE
; f?SEIZED DESTROYED SEIZED - DESTROYED
a 'Eﬂuil Weapons R }ﬂ‘ ' S 7'; 0 _997% 13
SAQN rved Weapans. e ?3,' 3.,? g 100 33
ﬁméunzglo%:. c ;{ e
”5(3} Small-arms e ' - i
(Rounda) v U, S0 3450400 0
E )} Miscellanbous  h'{' g, . e
{Pounds) ' 2 0. 0 63,180 7,800
chiclies : 2 ik 0 74?;23- 43
ation ﬁ‘ ; ’

lounas)

7QL (1,000 Gals.)

5 (Pounds

tice/Food (Pounds

?tzhbxxres

}: *I'L,\G""'

laneous Equi
pplies (Pd

#?‘s::P“T/srmsxT

dical Snglles'

8,260

15,45
Yob .
)

. 72,8007 26

400

e © o o o o

1p- e
B8 800 4

pundgy. QLT e
e
, .

IVE o Attachment 3

0
’
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J¥y s

- LAMSON 719
: AIR SUPPORT
i US COMBAF SUPPORT SORTIES
S e S I (PERIOD 151700-160300 EST FEB71)
TYPE ATRCRAFT L o PERIOD ”U‘u ATIVE
) vl T T - i
\-4 (USMC) ; S 62
-4 {USAF) ; ) 27
-6 ' {USMC) e C O 17
-7  (USN) 0 .- 4
2100 o0 , 2
~52 D ' ; i iy 4 |
AC-130 Gunsghips 9. 0
ffelo Gunships s S L weh 3,176
Ay Rvalry | oo e dagdeiny 0 2,196
lelo Troop|Lift = | .- i -0 8,707
Helo Med Eyag ™ ! 0 1359
£-130 - T 0 350
uelo lagliectice = A 11,009
E. , ] ) | LAOS. s
A-4 (USMC USN). S e 6 202
3-4_(U5AP-U MC) .- . e 20 472
A-6 (USMC) | b e S 9
\-7 (USN) / -0 52
3-52 i e Pk 3. 164
: F 57 (USAF] At el 0 L
-130 Gunships Sl e 0 el
ielq Gunships. -0 2,087
AvAirfCavalrﬁ . s 1,374,
"Hela TrooplLift i M 2,010
Hielo Med Evac . 0 45
AC-119 b S0 0 3
fielo Logistics i i 747
!
TOP SuCRFT/SENSIFIVE . St R AttaLhmp‘t 4
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LAMSON 719

(COntlnuedj

(PERTOD 151700-160300 EST TFB 71 )

 TYPE AIRCRAFT - ‘§‘ f' ':3,,."f-”vr PERIOD-~  CUMULATIVE

(%)
L ONO O

5-57 (RAAF)
. Helo Gunshiips

Heio Troop| Lift -
Helo Med Evac i L e v
: Kelc Logisitics '“,3.-‘“:¢$3..~'-

~3

cocoooo

" LAOS

i

-57 (RAAF) 0 - 0
Helo Gunshfips 1 48
lelo TroopLift 0 1238
ielo Med Epac "0 4
ielo S0 38

oy b e
ol ot 4

Logistics
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A
b
1
i

1
£ A

!

AFT

@ S e

LAMSON 719 -

 AIRCRAFT LOSSES

: (PERIOD ]51700 160300 Iaf TEB_71

)

TYPE ATRCR

AH-16 .
UH-1H
. CH-6A
OH-éaA_”izﬁﬁq”:‘
CHnéf;;zagﬁ

L

PERIOD

T U airrine
teoad o 5
o 040

,‘.-LJQ/U'? fiﬁ!“;

CCUMULATIVE

_RVN/LAOS
.. ;;a/‘f
g
"1f.i/1 .

e
o,
:5jﬁ,1/0 ;

il o o

PERSO‘NEL CASUALTIFS ASSOCIATED WITII AIRF?JYT L”b:TS.

k2 e 8 e Al

B L v )
» .

(PERIOD 151700 ]60300 BST FTB i

3

P

' PERIOD LRVN/T.AQS) .

CUMULATIVE

PYEE AIRCRAFT -

IR 1

U4

pH-1R
CoHSeA)
' GH-S?A-f:
CH-47

F~4

V NAF

UH-1H |

“Includes
S includes

CKIA TWIA

MIA

0/0 . 0/0

W e e
S e o
b oo
L
e

" 0/0  0/0

two operational losses,

one ARVN

##kIncludes four US Newsmen,

+Ad]ubted

e
00
o/d
"o

0/0

. 0/0

0/0

.w#ké/g
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TOP_SECRET/SENSIT IE o b

16 February 1971

1

Subject: opgkation TOAN THANG 01/71 NB

1. Genéral: ThlS report covers the perlod 152200-1 60500

(18060G0-161600 Saigon time, 151700-160300 EST) February

GMT
1871. Theé information herein is based on available combat
reports and will be revised upon recelpt of more bOH?lCtb
11tormatlcn. : B
H / i
,2. Sumniary of Current Operations:
a. ‘General Situation: Position of RVNAF task force ele-
ents are shown at Attachment 1. There was no significant
change |in task force locations or comp051t10n d11~ug the
reporting perlod.
L b Significant Combat Actions Reported: ,
| (1) At Point 1 on 15 February, the 52d ARVN Ranger
| Battalion discovered a cache containing 8.2 tons of
; polﬁ shed rice. The rice was destroyed in place. There
| was [no contact with the enemy. : :
s Point 2, the 15th ARVN ‘Armored ,»\ULVY Squad-
| ron jand the 3Dth Ranger Battalion in a night defensive
+ position received small-arms and -antitank grenade fire.
< frlendlv units returned fire. The Commanding Officers
i 30tH Ranger Battallon was killed and two ARVN soldiers
| were.wounded.: Approximately 14 hours later at 160120
! EST, 'the same two units engaged an enemy force. Thirty-
three enemy soldiers were.killed and eight {six indi-
vidual, two crew-served) weapons were seized. Five
ARVN soldlors were kllled and 10 wounded in this en-
counter. : i ,
(3) In additlon to the significant combat activities
desclribed above, two other enemy contacts were veported

which resulted in three enemy soldiers killed, while
ARVN] casualtxes were, 10 soldiers wounded.

& Progress ot Friendly Forces in Achieving Obiectives:
Friendlly activities continued according to plan.

e ans 2o G o fan e P |

3. Rema

.

‘a. Np significant problems were encountered during th
reporting perlodt :
j :
b, Statzstmcai data for the operatlon are
attachmgnts., _4 .

shown -1

TOP. SECR ET/SENSTTIVE .Enclosure 2

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential L|brary DECLASSIFIED
This docum?nt has been rewewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determmed to be declassrﬁed.




TOP SLECRET/SENSIT. & o '

2,

Attachmén gy ﬁ . i
+ Map : !

5. Casujlties ; :
i Equ:v.ément/Materlel Selzed/D stroyed

o 4. Air Support i b i
- 8. Alrcraft Losses ‘
. o
il { .
i 4N
L K -’
i | :
: 5 !
|
i 1 ' c
fry ! g
{
e :
| :
i A
i i
28 [ o
li ; _ e :
i ' . g
i » 5
| i ;
i S ; .
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i TOAN THANG 01/71 NB
. CASUALTIES -

'(PERTOD 151700-160300 EST FEB 713

KIA

2

g

. ""PERIOD Al cOMUEATIVE

TUOWIA o MIA ey

i
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o
o
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i
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TOAN THANG 01/71 NB

EQUIPMENT AND MATERILI SEIZED/DESTROYED

Oy
S
‘;n
(&)
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&
Lo}
O

s Eﬁall-arms
i &ounds)
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e
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T en -t
o D Sty o s
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=40 Rounds

75 ~min Round
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61 Morta

b
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R R Pt
Ir A UID

(PERIOD 151700 ~160300 EST FEB 71)

PERIOD e _.ACUMULATIVQ
S

'SEIZED  DESTROYED  SEIZED®  DE
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| TOAN THANG 01/71 NB -
. 417 AIR . SUPPORT .
(PERIOD 151700-160300 BST FEBRUARY 1971 )

T R . PERIOD . CUMULATIVE

47

“TYPE AIRCRA]
‘ US COMBAT SUPPORT SORTIES

D

bd o
&9

P lo Gunships
G lvlo Troop Lift .
o lirado Med EVRE
C-lSO Logistics datt
{elo Logistics . 0. -

119 Gunsfips'
)

L O
CONANUOHS

_Qéocpéoo#
e reean
ped

B None reportad.

P o i b YNAR COMBAT SUPPORT SORTIES

2o AR e l 0 285
o Aa? 4 : Y L 7
f".',lt 5 ! -0 149 7
; f:‘-"47 " 0 ; 4 1€
| . Helo Gunships b 0 102
| Helo Troop Lift .. 4 D B
i uMe o Med Evac . b : 0 el G
ag Helo Logistics } g ¢ ol T
“ 1 .® None reported. ' :
e ] 5
é e
| el
; e pa
: i iy
0
e
i e : .
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Subjec

1. Genera
GMT (141000—

e ‘.. 15 February 1971

ey
t:g odoratzon LAMQON 719

l:?iThls rcport covers tho period. 140800-142200
LSD60G Saigon time, 140300-141700 EST) February

1971.  The 1nformat}on herein is based on available combat
reports and w1}1 he revised upon receipt of more complete

1nformatzon.

: 2. &ummar*

y Df dur1ont Operatlons'

~vGenPra1 Sltuatlon" US and RVNAF forues continued

tﬁeir eftﬁrts in the LAMSON 719 area, meeting resistance’

of varying intensities. Visual sxghtlng% of enemy person-
~nel and 1gd1caﬁ19nq of enemy act1V1ty continue to be
numetrous, ! ARVN forces in Laos continue to locate szaeable

caches of*euemy mater:e]/equ1pmunt.

b gnlticqnt Combar ALthﬁ% Rep01ted

(1)
Infant
eight

radio.|

(2)

~and de
observy
ondary

' (3)
final {
coming

. craft.,

~all of

(431
ARVN A
killed

~(5)
Armorc{
‘killed

(6)
. locate
“tires

TOP SECRIT/SE

At P01nt i elements of US Task Porce 4/3

hy. engaged the enemy on two occasions, killing

ind seizing four individual weapons nnd one
ﬂwo us soldacrs were wdundcd, :

At P01nt 2, US air Lavalry elements attacked
pTTOVQd two trucks. Six 55-gal. POL 'drums were
e d burning. in .the area. In addxtxon, 18 sec-'
eﬁpIOQ1ons were obaerved ~

At Pdint 3,.a US Army ‘Ul - 1H he]lcopter on
Epproach to a landing zone was hit by an in-
mortar round and crashed, desrroylng the air-
Casaalt;eq were three S and one ARVN wounded,
whom wcre ektrdcted. ; -

At Pq:nt 4, an enemy attack by fire on the 3d -
Lrboruc Battalion resulted in six ARVN soldiers
X th1ee wounded, and - -one bulldozer destroyed

Task Force and the 8th ARVN Airborne Battallon
throd ARVN soldiers and wounded 31,

At Pﬁtnt 6, the 8th- ARVN Alrboxnc Battalion
o a cdche containing. 300 b:cyclcs, 300 bicycle

j . ;

'1nd d#&OTted spare parts. .

’ ¢

i i
L i
!
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)
Regime

(8)

~Regime

"In add

At Pclnt 7 the 2d Bq1ta110n, 1st ARVN 1nfantry:
11 SLLLCd fhree Russian trucks.

At Pq1nt 8, 1he'ud Bdtialxon, 1st ARVN Infantry
1L 1ccated dnd destroyed the iollow1ng 1tem9.

1 104 nglon% POL in drums
1,000 mecters telephone wire
700 hoes and shovels Lt

Z tons 122-mm rockets

}
1
3
i
\

1qzon¢ 3 tons of mcdxcal qupplles were seized.
i |

e Prowﬁess of Irlcndly Forces in Ach1ev1ng ObjectlveQ'

(1)

the re

(2)

Some sie

All pldnnod objectives wero'accomplzqhod'duxlng
portiﬁg perlod.. : ‘ ; :

nghWay 9 is in good ccnd1t10n up to Khe Sanh.
dtions have been peneprimed to reduce dust.

.Highway ‘9 from Khe Sanh to the border is open but is

single
contin

lane’ WLQt of Lang Vca.' Wldunlng and Improvlng

uds, ;

(3)
assault
schedt

- . 3, Remarl sf : :

Z!

~(1) Infantry (:ngludlng axrbornc\ i 0,

_.(2} Artlllery ey . et " | 3 (eqdivalent)
'(3) Armored CdleTY bquadronb : ‘_2 A
(4) Pnglpoer e ," . b i
(5; Ranger e - ;e i : 2

e Stitisilcal data for Lhe operat1ons are ehown in the
attachme t?. -? : : :
TOP SFCRET/alN%TlIVk' A Enclosure 1

ﬁat replacement is- bSbenL1611Y complete on the
qtrip at Khe Sanh. The first C-130 was
d tb land at 150?&0 LbT Fehrudry 1971,

ﬁotai numbcr of RVNAP trbep5'in Laos is 10,021.

total of £r10nd1y battallons in Laos by type is:

l
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WEATHER TORLECAST

5/2000 ~ 16/2000 Saigon time.

7/2000 Saigon time.

HYN PANHANDLE - AREA 1.

COASTAL
MOUNTALNS

OUTLGOK

NORTHERN 5,

1

Overcast with rain/drizzle and fog, ceiling
1000 feect, 2500 feet, visibility 2-5 mi

Overcast with rain/drizzle and fog, ceiling 3500

feet, visibility 1-4 wmiles.
Slight decrease in clouds and precipitation.

VIETNAM - AREA 2:

COASTAL

mmvﬁTAINs

OUTLOOK

t

Overcast with drizzle and fog, ceiling 1000
visibility 2-5 miles.

Cloudy with zaln/drluzlu and fog, ceili:
feet, visibility 2-5 miles. Between 0
1100 Baigon time, in valleys, patchy stratus
surface to 1500 feet AGL and fog, Vib,h”jty
1/4 - 3 miles. :

Slight decrcase in clouds.

AREA 3¢

KHME SANH -

CUTLOOK

TCHEPONE -

Overcast with occasional rain/drizzle and :
ceiling 200 to 500 feet AGL, visibility 3/¢
5 miles. :

Slight improvement in ceilings and visibilitie

AREA 4:

CUTLOOK

(3]
O

Partly cloudy occasionally cloudy, ceiling
feet, visibility 5 - 7 miles i’ 1ight haze.
Between 0500 and 1100 Saigon time, in wvalleys,

stratus, surface to 1000 feet and fog, vis *bvlguy

1/2 to 2 miles

S1ight decrecase in clouds.

CHUP PLANTATION - AREA 5:

OUTLOOK

Mostly clear, ceiling unlimited, visibi 3
miles in 1light haze. Between. 0500 &
time, patchy stratus, ceiling 1000 £

haze, visibility 1/4 - 4 miles.

Slight decrcase in stratus and fog.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON P

February 14, 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER fﬁ
SUBJECT: General Abrams' Report

on Laos Operation

We asked General Abrams for his assessment to get a feel for how the
operation was going and what difficulties there might be. General Abrams
has given us a detailed reply (Tab A). The specific items on which we
asked Abrams' views and a summary of his reply follows.

1. Comparison of actual ARVN troop movements and time phasing
with the original plan. Execution has been more deliberate than envisioned
because:

a) General Lam is insuring adequate flank security for establishing
fire support bases

b) Roads in Laos were in worse condition than expected

c) General Lam was assuring protection of his lines of communica-
tion against contingencies of bad weather and enemy interdiction.

2. Any changes in objectives. Time phasing has been extended for
reasons noted above and President Thieu has directed additional effort on
Routes intersecting Route 9 to destroy enemy supplies in these areas. The
principal objective remains the disruption of base area 604 and cutting of
the enemy line of communication. The ARVN control of Route 92 achieved
this objective in part.

3. ARVN performance to date. General Abrams considers it very
good and professional.

4. Intensity and effect of enemy resistance. It has been continuous
and about as expected. Early contact with two enemy regiments, however,
led to General Lam's decision to bolster his flank security. Five enemy
regiments are in the area and one more could reinforce in 48 hours.

TOP SECRET/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY
Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library DECLASSIFIED
This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassified.




TOP SECRET /SPECAT/EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 2

5. Estimate of when ARVN will establish blocking position across
enemy supply lines. Route 92 is already blocked; routes through and west
of Tchepone will be blocked in about eight to ten days.

6. The enemy supply situation and effect on enemy strategy.
Supply reserves south of Tchepone are limited. Occupation of Tchepone
will disrupt the entire logistical structure. LOCs farther west are sub-
ject to interdiction.

7. Effects of enemy anti-aircraft on U.S. helo operations. Losses
have been less than anticipated given the total number of sorties flown.

8. Effects of weather. Operations were slowed by bad weather for
the first two days. Since then the weather has been good. Increasing
cloudiness may have some effect on helo operations over the next few days.

General Abrams also notes:

-- Primary objective remains to cut and disrupt the trail system.

Exploitation of enemy caches is sm-~
A

e

-- The operation will continue as planned butat a slower pace than
visualized because of the need for flank security. Our support is fully avail-
able for continued ARVN movement.

-- The operation has gone well despite the delays caused by weather
and bad road conditions. General Abrams believes that the operation will
move west at the earliest possible time and is satisfied with the way it is

going.,
\

Neither Secretary Rogers nor Secretary Laird is aware that we asked |
General Abrams for these views. It is important that we maintain the!
security of this exchange particularly as concerns Secretary Laird in |
order to protect General Abrams.

TOP SECRET/SPECAT /EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY
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TEXT OF MESSAGE FROM GEN. ABRAMS

l. (TS) Reference requested my personal appraisal of progress to date
of Lamson 719 and forecast for the immediate future.

2. (TS) A comparison of the actual ARVN troop movements and time
phasing with those originally planned reveals that the execution to date

has been somewhat more deliberate than originally envisioned. Three
reasons appear paramount: First, General Lam considered it prudent

to insure adequate flank security including establishment of fire support
bases along Highway 9. Second, the roads on the Laotian side of the border
were in far worse condition than expected with many erosion cuts twenty
feet deep. Third, General Lam is determined to secure his lines of com-
munication of the ground against the contingencies of prolonged bad weather
and enemy interdiction.

3. (TS) There have been modifications to the plan from that presented in
Washington. Phase II of Lamson 719 (assault by RVNAF along Route 9)
was originally estimated as being of approximately 3 days duration. The
time phasing has been extended for reasons outlined herein: to achieve
maximum destruction of the enemy system, President Thieu has also
directed that additional battalions be deployed along Route Segments 1032B
and 92C with the mission of destroying all supplies in these areas. Even so,
the objective of the operation remains to achieve maximum disruption of
the enemy system within base area 604. A prime purpose of the operation
was to sever the enemy LOC, and by cutting and controlling Route 92, this
has to a certain degree been accomplished, as evidenced by the equipment
and supplies already uncovered.

4. (TS) I would assess the ARVN performance to date as a very good and
professional one. Their kill ratio is on the order of ten to one and the
number of captured or destroyed items is beginning to rise significantly.
Details have been provided in operational summaries.

5. (TS) Contact with the enemy has been continuous, characterized by
numerous = company-size and smaller ground attacks. Although enemy
reaction to date has generally followed the assessment made in the planning
phase, the early contact with the 64th and 88th regiments had not been
anticipated by Gen. Lam and is an element in his decision to bolster his

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library DECLASSIFIED
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flank security. Enemy forces within the AO now number five enemy
regiments with one additional regiment capable of reinforcing within
forty-eight hours.

6. (TS) As for an estimate as to when the ARVN will establish a blocking
position across the main enemy supply lines, although an important
segment has already been blocked at Route 92, I anticipate that the block
on the routes through and west of Tchepone will not be in place for another
8 to 10 days.

7. (TS) The enemy currently has limited supply reserves south of the
objective area which will allow continuation of protracted warfare at an
ever decreasing rate, occupation of the Tchpone area and interdiction of
the LOC's therein will serve to disrupt his entire logistical structure, The
only early alternative to continuation of a viable logistic plan will be to
establish his main LOC farther to the west where his supply movements
become increasingly vulnerable to interdiction.

8. (TS) The relatively high AAA threat in the AO resulted in certain heli-
copter losses. However, these losses have been less than anticipated con-
sidering the total helicopter sorties flown to date. The Air Cav and Tacair
effort is targetted on a concentrated AAA suppression campaign and is
achieving good results.

9, (TS) Weather had some adverse effect on operations during the first
two days of Lamson 719 resulting in cancellations of combat assaults.
Since 10 February, however, the weather has generally been favorable

for both aid and ground operations and has had minimal impact on RVNAF
activities. As for the future, we expect an increase in cloudiness in

Khe Sanh and the area west of the border starting tomorrow and continuing
for the next four to five days. This should allow heliborne operations from
approximately 1100H to 1900H daily. Obviously, any further deterioration
of weather will hamper heliborne operations and may reduce road
trafficability.

10. (TS) The primary objective of the operation remains to cut and disrupt,
to the extent possible, the trail system. Although General Lam does not
intend to ignore enemy caches and will search for and capture or destroy
enemy supplies in the area as they are uncovered, this remains secondary
to the objective of blocking the major trail system.
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11. (TS) Barring an unexpected development in the enemy situation or
weather, Gen. Lam is planning on continuing the movement of his armor
west along Rte. 9 but it is going to be slower than originally planned because
of the difficulty in moving off of the route with flank security. The deeper
heliborne thrusts will be resumed when the ARVN leaders are convinced
that their flanks, rear and LOC are secure and that their forward supply
posture is adequate. Our support of this operation is proceeding at full
availability of resources to expedite this development.

12, (TS) On balance, the operation has gone well to date. Some delay

has been caused by a combination of factors: weather restrictions on heli-
copters lift initially, the poor condition on Route 9 between RVN/ Laotian
border and the road juction of 9 and 92 requiring major engineer effort,

and a somewhat more deliberate approach to the attack by ARVN than was
visualized in our initial concept. We leaned toward expeditious but prudent
attainment of final objective areas prior to commencing search and spoil
operations; however, it is difficult to argue the Thieu/Lam point that it

is prudent to secure and develop the primary line of communication for supply
line assurance in the event of sustained bad weather or enemy intervention.
In my discussions with Gen. Vien yesterday, I pointed out that we should
move on to the west at the earliest time that Gen. Lam felt satisfied he could
do so and I am confident that this will be done. In my visit to Quang Tri

on the 12th, I was satisfied with what I saw. That opinion has not changed

as a result of the meeting I had with Gen. Vien.

TOP SECRET/SPECAT /EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY
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BY WIRE - February 13, 1971
“FOP-SECREF/SENSIPIVE—

FOR: HENRY A. KISSINGER
FROM: GENERAL HAIG

Attached is the 2:00 p. m. CIA estimate of the Lam Son 719
operation. Paragraphs 6 through 8 deal specifically with the effects
of the operation on enemy supply efforts. In addition to this analysis
CIA is preparing now a detailed analysis which focuses on the enemy's
current supply efforts in the light of Lam Son 719.

One of the key elements of this document is the fact that the
enemy has continued to move supplies in spite of increasing difficulties
and has obviously expressed the intention of doing so throughout the
month of February. This would tend to confirm that the rock is still
north of the Tchepone.

A separate wrap up of today's activities will be dispatched shortly.
Admiral Moorer has asked for an overall appraisal along the lines we
discussed from General Abrams for the President. The reply which will

come directly to the Chairman for the President has been requested by

L) L. 3/6| 2012

tomorrow morning, Washington time.
< : , s G
Based on his response I believe we can make a timely decision

on further steps. I have gone over all of the questions with Admiral

Robinson and am confident that General Abrams will provide us with the

CP « oF 97

information which is needed. I am sending questions to you separately.

— QR SECRETL/SENSIERME~
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2. South Vietnamese veaction to. the Laotian
'operatlon'reMains;generally_faVorableef Minor ;
' reservations haive. been expregsed by several political.
f;gurgs' ‘and'some 'newspapers, but- .outrigh‘t‘.éppos‘i'tion".
- has been voiced only by a few leftists and militant
. 8tudents., Militarygleaderb;,Catholics}ﬂand*ndrthérh
refugees . predictably have given the most unequivocal -
Support, - Some.legislators have ‘complained ahout SRR
President Thigu's failure to consult with the National -
Assembly,’butAthéy_still_generally.eXpress~apprOVal of
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"incursions into Cambodia last’ spllng and has been

Nevertheless, the government statement and other
authoritive comment on the situation in Indochina
since the beginnhing of the month has generally placed

- Chinese "assistance" in terms of rear base sUpport,.
and there .is nothing in Peking's public or private

. comnents on the situation to suggest any change in its
effort to avoid direct military ihvolvement in the
war--sQ loug as the present ground Lules remain 1n .

' effect,. kil . e o . -

5. 5(pX)

f:South-x etnamese Opera*mong'in'Cam‘odia

wzth the enemy as they move deeper into Communist-
gontrolled aveads .0f eastern. Canbodia,-but no major

“hours. In the Chup plantation area, South V;etnamese
- rangers with ‘armored support are continulng to move.
~north ‘and east of the plantation, but only light ;
“contact WLth ‘the enemy has been reported

R 5 P There is some. evidence, however, that a
major fight may .be shdping. up a few miles east of

about 15 miles eastward from within the plantation
and is now :located in close prOlelty to the -
‘Headguavrters, . 7th Divigion, and its subordinate"
165th and 209th régiménts. Still another enemy - i
- regiment, subordinate. to. the Communist Sth. Division,
has been 1dent1fmed 1n thls V1cinity. -This means '

B 2 X ) : -
. M ' :
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- the plantation., The Communist .95C regiment has moved'"

absent from.Chihese propaganda for several years. ety

18 South Vletnamese forces contifue to sklrmish A

' f1ghting has been reported during. the' past twentwaour--,:
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the operation. Ky's warning about the danger of
~getting "bogged down" in fomelgn ventures has been
echoed in sone quarters,~and has prompted public i
" reasgurance from Thieu that the Laotian campalgn would
~be suceesstul and that South Vietnamese forces would ;
- not become bogded. down. Many Vietnamese have ‘enphasized |
the need for at least: tacit support of the Laotian
Government;. as well as full support from the United

i States, for a sucoessful outcome to: the operatxon.,“

lZED

SANT

'fconsxderably Lo relleve the prime. minmstex of his -

A0 Some South Vietnamese milltaly figures also .

are taking a cautious approach to the operation in. Laos.

. sone membexs

of the South Vietnamese doint General Staff. (Jes) . -

believe their militavy forces are stretched. thin because -
of cross=border operations in Laos ‘and Cambodia, and . .
. that they could be hard pressed if the Communists attacked
“in other parts of South Vietnam. . The JES reportedly would
‘consider terminating the cross~border operaﬁlon into. LaOS'
1f this happened‘»

PR

‘Laotlan ReactrORSf

Vientiane reports. that the state of emergency declared
~on 12 February by Souvahna has so far had little

. visible effect. According to a senior Lo official,
the declaration .is only intended as a sop to the -

‘military. The Embagsy believes the move will facilltata

conscrlptlon and aad a note of austerlty to the Lad scene.'

; Camﬂ:;b'&i-‘dn '-Reafcﬁipns, e

'i.

{]

| 120 ‘Lén Nol is swid fo be heartened by the South -
Vietnamese push ‘into. southern Laos. Hig brother, oA,
Colonel Lon Non,

that the ARVN operation had helped
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worries -over the flOW:Qf'Viethameée'comMunist suppliés*“

and troops from L&dos; inito Cambodia. = Non also said that :
that ARVN's ability to undertaké such an offensive will -
give Cambodian military leaders increased ‘confidence™

Communists, -~ ',

. and determination in their own fight against the -

~’ThaLiReadﬁﬁonffj,;f

130 In the £irst public: comment by the Thai
leadership, Prime Minister Thanom told the press in.
Bangkok on 11 February that the allied operation in-

posed to South Vietnam by the novement of North e
Vietnamese troops*andisupplies’thtoughfLaosh’AThanom by
also suggested the convening of a Geneva-style
conference to résihore peace in Indochina, but he:" -
added that Thailand would. not formally propose such a

- conference at this time,

| ‘Chinede Communist Readtions .-

. agreement- for economic and milit

2 14, Thé_Chiﬁege?Cbmmuhist3nyestera§y.eoncluded an

over.-and above. that provided for by an annual aid pact.

' signed last fall. At a banquet in honor of a visiting

‘f-'Nb:th Viethamese1eConomia'ael¢gation,1Vice—Premier<' :
. Li Hsien-Nien ,stuck to the now standard Chinese line of

. ment statement pledging to fake Mall effective Mmeasureg"

concern-abdut'US,iﬁteﬁﬁiénsfand<expression5jof-uﬁdefined
support_fox.the.Inﬁachinesejnationsffﬁighﬁ.;‘~ e

' 1B,  The same'day{thé‘Chinesé*isSued‘a.néw"govefn-

'southern,Laos'was}being.conducteditc reduce the thﬁedt:u”‘

ry aid to North Vietnam

- tor aid their Indochinese allies.: This contained similar -
.referéﬁces-tO'raarvbage_support for North Vietnam.- o
. It referred to the Laos operation in terms of a . ¢

"menace to China”

not remain indifferent to it." ...

.:T-his docurﬁ@A ! i \irsigz determined-to be declassified.

: 16+ The suggestibn that ‘the allied operations -
pose a threat to China}itself“is;cléar’ascalation:- _
of Chinese'rhetqriC"rgqarding the war, This formulam-
tion was'carefully‘avogded-byﬁPekingwduripgvthé allied
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that elevients of some four Communist regiments and at.. =
'1east.one'division-héadquartersuare.concentrated' e
within a radius of abbut 10 miles: The region.to the '
north of both the.plahtation and the area of enemy
“puild-up reéportedly holds large stocks of Communist -
. " supplies, The enewy wnay well consider this area of
" gufficient importance to require a strong stand in its. -
' Gefense. . i e b o : el e

i

i . 20., In the meantime, |
- I sSouth Vietnamese: General Do Cao Tri plans to-insert.
two battalions of rangers by helicoptex. behind enemy .
i lines in the Chhlong area, in southern Kratie Province, .
gt 1 R on 14 February. -The objective of this operation will
b iTr ~ 'be to cut off Viethamese Conmunist troops and COSVN
SAN'TIZED .- rear services elements believed to be moving northward .
ﬂﬁ!ﬁi;ﬁéﬂQUMﬁ ~ from the Chup area toward Chhlong. At the same tima, o
0 : a South Vietnamesée armored task force will sweep along o
S ‘ - Route 75 behind the enemy forces in order to capture ox
degtroy supplies. It/ is.possible that this operation
nay be delayed for several days, - however; until the two- -
ranger battalions can be withdrawn from thelr current <o
operations on the eastern edye of the camp plantation.' . ..

ety vt ot o1 B it

- 21. ‘Elsewhére a South Vietnamese armoy and . -
“infantry task force moving north from the Parrot's -
Beak region fought a four-hour battle with the e B
‘Communists. on. 12 Febriary. The South Vietnamese ‘claim -
to have killed 28 enemy troops while suffering only -
minor cagualties. i
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creports and will be revised upon receipt of more coylys
. mation, : /

1. 10P SBCRET/SEN. _TIVH

15 February 1571

Subject: Operation LAMSON 719

1. General: - This report covers the period 120800-122200
GMT CIYTTBU 130600 Saigon time, 120300-121700 EST) February
1971. The information herein 19 based on available gombat
wte infpre

2, Summary of Current Operations:

a, General Situation: US and RVNAT forces continued their
efforts in the LAMSON 719 area, meeting resistance of varying
Antensities. Scarch opo:ations in the lst ARVN Infantry
Division area of operations continue to produce sizeable
quantities of materiel,

b. Significant Combat Actions Reported:

(1] At Polint i a USAT AC-130 gunship Jup‘01t1nw a
21st .ARVN Ranger Batiallon action killed 15 enemy soldiers.

(2) The 37th ARVN angur Battalion killed 13 enecmy
soldiers, detained one person and seized 10 individual
weapons at Point 2. ARVN casualties were four killed and
six wounded

(3) At Point 3, .the 3rd Baftallon Ist ARVN Infantry

Regiment d1sgovorcd a cache contaunlng the following

xtems.
1,000 - Picks and Qhovels
" 500 - Boxes containing blankots, hwxmockb, and
e . mosquito nets
82 = 55-gal drums POL

53 ~ bags salt (13,000 1bs total)
30 75-mm Recoilléss Rifles
2 Individual Weapons

(4) At Point 4, the lst Battalion, 1st ARVN Infantry
Regiment found 80 houses containing three tons of
miscellaneous. supplies.

¢. Progress of Triendly Forces in Achieving Objectives:
Allied forces continue successful saturation nLtmoT* ing
operations. Combat assualts by the Zd_Battalzon, 1st ARVN

TOP srran/s ENSITIVE ‘ ' Fnclosure 1
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Infantry Regiment and 7th VNMC Battalionyscheagxeu”§or :
12 Rebruary were completed without contact. us cn;g§$9ri
continue work on airstrips at Khe Sanh and 1mprovcmuyb%Puih
T THighway 9, ARVN engincers continue work to Cle?r.??m&fbﬁu.h
Ut {anding $EFLip south on” Highway 9 east of the Lagtian boder.

N7 e

3., Remarks: ok

4. The total'number of RVNAI' troops in Laos 1is D502,
i total of Friendly battallons in Laos by type ist

(1) infantry“(including airboyne) ~12

{2 Aveillegy - -/ 5. .
(3) Armored Cavalry Squadrth' 2
(4§‘Eugineer : ._' t. il |
.(S):R&nger % ’ P

attachments.

«. Statistical data for the operations is shown in the

Attachments: A
1. Map ' e i R
2, Casudlries ' . S0 Sl Rl iy :
'3, Bquipment/Materiel/Facillities Seized/Destroyed
4. Air Support g
5§, Aircraft Lossos/Casualties

PRI

2 TOP SECRET/SENSTTIVE - it EnCIQSUTc 1
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HQ 3 ABN EDE —3-3-t{3 ABN B! / , _
ABN BN v
~ Il ARMD CAV ScDN 2 i * ;F 3/5 cav o
alu

£t= 9 ABN BN \M&-—- 37RGRBN ¢

Trncw
o 1o

*

' 'w
§ ARMD TF““"""-R%A

i ; : ;gﬁﬁ_@pﬁfsf sgme=—HQ 3 INF REGT_' ; .
S : ; ) g i :
2 ABN BN AT | lnng Vei :
et el o - ifs
: ; 4/3 INF BN\

HQ IST INF REGT/
YIINFBN Y

'3/1INF BNI

POINT 3 Ao i
L POINT 4. N~ oy
LAOS smERN.
\.

OPERATION LAN‘SO%\! 719
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\ ¢

LABUALITPS

pERIOD .  CUMULATIVE
i wA ol XEd; wInD L MIA
FRIENDLY T e K GRS L0 |
e 0 0 0 Bt e b 4
;~ RVNAT i 0 44 130 1

i ERIM R T BT e A KBA DET
i P il B BT e 3

#*The KIA figure iﬁcludes.the KBA figure.
¥*Corrected figure.

o e =

| TOP SHCRIT/SENSTTIVE - ' Aceachment 2.
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|
|
|

~ Vehicles

?OP SHORET/SENST1IVE

1...—-.4-"--\,-—-—»..,- -

i

1 G . A
| 1d1V1dua1 Weapons
i

iC1ew Served Weapons

|
iAmmunlti.on (Rounds)

'-i (1) Small-Arms

(Rounds)

(2) Miscellancous
(Tous)'.

‘Communication
“Lgquipment

.~ Medical Supplies.

(Pounds)

POL (1,000 Gal,)
‘ﬁoauménts (Pounds)
Rice (TOns)'W”:

 ?3¢11itics
Miscellancous
£1u1pment/8upplica
(Tons) :
Stru?tures
'_Bunkers

HLetters
#¥Correctod Data.

‘?OP SECIUIT/SENSTTIVIE

Thic.d +.h k@f H A

Bk

ROYED

1 ™

P

FOU&P\TNF/MAITRFKL/TACTLIllT“ @LI?TD/D

PERTOD

Vp s s T

SETZED NISTROYED
0..j 4 0
B ik g Z-J;//
i,sso B : 0
.02 0
0 : 3
d B
g G
,‘5.9" B
0 0
5.2 o
0 0
16 : ‘0: .
o g
0 _60‘ .
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ATR SUPPORT-LAMSON 719
US COMBAT SUPPORT SORTIES

~In Country

TYPE AIRCRAET PERTOD CUMULATIVE
A-4 {USMC) ' i 7 62
- F=4 (USAL) : : 8 113
A-6 (USMC) : 0 2
A-7 (USN) ' _ ' | : e 4
F-100 - , 8.5 2
B-52 0 7.3 i
AC-130 Gunshlps 0 0
Helo Gunships ~ 386 2,912
Alr Cavalry ; 209 1,458
Helo Troop Lift 530 6,740
Helo Med Dvac ' i (s Wy
C«130 0 Al 329
Helo Logistics g -0 865 8,121
OQut Country
A-4 (USMC) $5- 116
F-4 (USAE) 36 265
A-6 (USMC) 0 3
A-7 (USN) 7 28
- F-100 0 .
- B-52 8 119
*B=5% (USBAR) 0 1%
"AC-130 Gunships 2 B
Helo Gunships 480 1,105%
Air Cavalry 375 5G1*
Ldelo Troon Lilt 249 1,596
llelo Med Dvac @ 3 19%
C-130 Logistics . ' 5 e oo
{Holo Loglatlcs ] 58 281%
| » %
VNAT/RAAF COMBAT SUPPORT SORTIES
| In Country
Ay 4 ¢
P B=~B7 {RAAR) & &
' Helo Gunships 0 0
HHelo Troop Lift 8 59
. Hele Med Bvac 0 0
‘Helo Logistics 0 e
Out Coﬁntry
B-57 (RAAR) 0 0
Helo Gunships ' 8 32
Hele Troep Lift gt i 91
[fclo Med Hvac 0 4
ltelo Logistics - 0 0

*Co:zeCuod Data

TOr SECRIIT/SE N@pr@dpqﬂi rat the Richard Nixon Presidential L|brary DECLASSIFIED i [‘\ CHMENT 4
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i - — - W

. ATRCRAFTE_LOSSHS _
S Er el g e U SR s S S ;g;_gy> . -CUMULATIVE
SO |

oy |
AH-16G i "17i'v  7*>-54q
ST il A
ofedi T Saa s

e TS e e P

> T B R~

R-4 (11 Beb). .-.':: i _‘0'
o _ R e ) o
. IYPR | o ‘ '
A 'UH“;H_‘ .2 %: | . . ': 0 | o . | B .2-

PERSONNEL - CASUALTIES

TYPR AIRCRAFT ' ° % v “PERIGD S oiso0 - CUMULATIVE

| us |
G R e W L, CKIA WIA . HIA

AH-16 o 3 g

1) R e G
OH-6A

OH-58A

PR T - R

0
0
. .0
0
0

Ol R
R T

B-4

o & e o 8
o UL v SR <> SRR <= )

YNAR ¢
g3 B _ s e :
' UH-1H ' ' i : 0 ; s il ;' 13% s D
Us Lasu1¥1y flpU1U% 10170@1 data for llvhelicoptcrs only.
Casualty data for [our US helicopters is not available.

*Tncludes four US ncwsnen,
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‘TOP 'SBCRET/SENSITIVE "

13 February 1971
Subject: Operation TOAN THANG 01/71 NB.

1. General: This report covers the period 120800-122200
GMT (121600-130600 Saigon time, 120300-121700 EST) February
4971, The information herein is based on available combat
reports and will be revised upon receipt of more complete

.~ information, . , : S

2, Summary of Current Operations: .

. a. General Situation:  ‘Positions of RVNAF task force
~elements are shown at Attachment 1. There have been 1o
significant changes in task organization or troop strength-

since the last report, A : -

b. Significant Combat Actions Reported:‘

(1) The 15th ARVN Armoved Cavalry Squadron killed.
10 enemy soldiers in an action at Point 1" in which two ARVN
sol@iers were killed,_four woupded,_and one APC destroyed,

, (2) At Point 2, elements of the Sth. ARVN Armored
Cavalry Squadron and the 33rd ARVN Ranger Battalion cngaged
an enemy force, killing 11 and seizing one individual weapon.
ARVN casualties were one killed and seven wounded.

: (3) At Point 3, the 3rd Battalion, 50th’ ARVN
Infantry Regiment and one troop of the 10th ARVN Armored
‘Cavalry Squadron fought a 3-hour battle, killing 28 enemy
soldiers, capturing three, and seizing the following items:

30 antipersonnel mines

6 individual weapons .-
flame thrower - : :

antitank grenade launcher

radio A A

e

ARVN casualties were two killed and 14 wbunded.

C. Progress of Friendly Forces in Achieving Objectives: *

Operations during the reporting period continued according
to schedule. , ; i : b ;

- 3. Remarks: Statistical data .for the operation are shown
in the attachments. ' ihiaad i Qi TR
_ - 2N ; - e . v *

e

- TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE b Lo oA R s 1 Enclosure (2}
e Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library DECLASSIFIED
. i e ‘S Ab-de-Execttive-0 der-1-35626-anc-Ras-been-ge ssmined-to-be-dectassified

g SO

&
TS enrhnas WEE=RUESE



TOP* SECRET/SENSITIVE

Attachments: |

1. Map : _
. Casualties : ' : gt
Equlpmcnt/Maforlel/Facllltles Seized/Destroyed
Alr Support s el
Aircraft Loqsos/Caqumltle Ry A i

*

N e

qqqqq
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OPERATION TOAN THANG 01/7i NB

'Chup
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't

gﬁjgﬁ;TInl
PHRIGE i e EMM!&&TTVT
KIA WIA  CMIA - REAC.C S NIA o MR
'FRIENDLY o B
L i e
BYMAR - 220 U A of’f- : 108%% 3808 % 1' 0
0 o e e L e e e e DET
T o 0 el ff..‘ 737**l g 23%%
#The KIA flgUle lncludes thu KBA fngule.
-’*Correctcd Daia : T
:
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ROUIPMENT/MATERIEL /FACTILITIES SEIZED/DESTROYED

PERIOD : CUNULATXVE
SEIZED.  DOSTROYED  SEIZED DESTRO)
, Individual~ﬁeépons' ‘41_:‘] e 0 21.4% g
: Créw?Sefycd Wcapons  ;4. '-0_A ;ﬁ/:'jv4ow : g Q.
Ammuﬂiﬁibn'(Rounds)' ;'t; o i ) - A
(1) Small-Arms s 0 2,800 0
{23- Mlscellaneous" ”;'d 0 DR 0.
.VVchlcles ' 16 .§,, ot 0
Communication i  ‘0'  2 0
Equipment_A i ' .
'Mcdlcal Supplles 40 - e A0 i R 0
» (Boxes) deg A i S ee e _
voL (1,000 Gal.) 6 e 0 0
: Documents (Pounds); 2;25- ﬁOf 3,25 el : ',-FO
tond - (Toms) | iriii ;'0 " wop e »;'8‘.'3
Facilitids : S ' ‘ "-
‘Miscellancous: Qs ot "0 0
EQUlmeni/SUppllCS‘ : : i
{Tons) Sel, o
Bunkgrs ‘:é? i " i il
Structures*n;H ?50   -_6 .‘ 0 : iO.
*Corrcctéd data’ . e 5 .
.f *%189 B-40 Rbunds > b
: 25 75-mm Rounds - I
. .4 61-mm Mortar. Rounds.
s
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CATR SUPPORT - TOAN THANG 01/7) NB
US-COMBAT IPPO I SORTIES

. TYPE AIRCRAFT : f'<" [ﬁ*igggggg .. CUMULATIVE
e G N gt '183 '
F-100 _ g ity 5
B-52 " - ’ ' friiy o 5
AC-119 Gunships ~oin o e ot L
Helo Gunships ol AL e S . : o i
Helo Troop Lift S : % 16
‘Helo Med Bvac 5 o
C-130 Logistics o 0
_Helo Logistics
VNAF COMBAT SUPPORT SORTIES
S el e
AC-47 ] P e e e S o
Help Gunglipe 00 @ e b e e A i
Helo Troop Lift bl SO R .
Helo Mcd Evac _ . A e e 73
\ Helo Logistics @ g e pEs v
A#_
TOP SHCRWT/SENSITIVE - - ATTACI IMENT 4
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ATRCI \AFT LOSuL

TYPE AIRCRA¥T. A et 'PHRLQQ | CUMULATIVE
VPR PR e L e

A-1a Mol s g e i
e R R e L e 0

- VNAF

o e e
E - PERSONNEL CASUALTIES .
None
i
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TCHLPOND . AREBA A5 7

CONFIDENTIAL

WEATHER.]ﬂNRECAST

FORECAST VALID: 13/2000-14/2000 Sdaigoh time,
OUTLOOK VALID: 14/2000-15/2000 Saigon time.’

NVN PARHANDLE. - ARBA 1:

COASTAL - Cloudy, occasionally partly cloudy, ceiling 4500
: T fewt occasionally unlimited, wisdbility 7 miles:
Boetween 0200 and 1100 Saigon time, patchy stratus,
broken,. 1000 feet, and fog, visibility 3 to 4 miles.

MOQURTAINS - Cloudy, occasionally partly cloudy between 1200 and
‘ 771700 Saigon time, ceiling 4000 feet occasionally
"unlimited, visibility 7 miles. Between 0500 and .
1100 - 8aipon time, in valleys, patchy stratus, bro~ ..
ken .500 feet, and fog/drizzle, visibility 1-4 miles,

OUTLOOK - Little change.

NORTHERN S. VIETNAM.  AREA 21

e

'Cloudy, occasionally partly cloudy, ceiling 2500
feet occasionally unlimited, visibility 7 miles,
Betwcen 0500 and 1100 Saigon time, patchy stratus,
‘broken, .500 feet, and. fog, visibility -2-4 miles.

COASTAL

Cloudy, ceiling 500 feet AGL {above ground level)
occasionally 4000 feet, visibility 1-6 mileg in fog.
minimum cloudiness betwcen'llco_and 2000.Saigon time.

MOUNTAINS

OUTLAOK Little‘change;

'

. KHE :SAHNH . ARBA 33

. Cloudy to overcast during night-time and morning
hours, becoming partly cloudy by 1000 Saigon time,
ceiling 300 to 1200 feet becoming by 1000 unlimited
occasionally 1200 feet, visibility 1/2 to 4 miles in

: fog becoming 7 miles aftexr 1000. -
OUTLOOK - Little change. e

i
I

Partly cloudy, occasionally cloudy, coiling unlimited
Cpecasionally 4000 feet, visihiklity 4 to'7 miles. in
haze. . Between 0500 and: 1100 Saigon time, -in valleys,
patchy stratus, broken, 1000 fect, .and fog/haze,
visibility -1/2 to & miles,.
CONVIDULNTIAL  Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidehtial Library DECLASSIFIER LG Losuxe 3 ' //é
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OUTLOOK =, Little change,

CHHUDP PLANTATION. ARIA §°V

miles in haze. Between 0500 and 0900 bﬁl@u” §i@c{_‘
patchy stratus, brokcn, 1000 feet, and fog, visibility
1/4 - 4 miles.

OUTLQOK -~ Little change, : L

|

|

@ Partly cloudy, ceiling unlimited, visibility 5 to 7
s

-~

Note: All heights in feet are given above mecan sea level except Khe
Sanh which is given above ground level.

Attachment
Map
CONFIDENTIAL : (s ha Enclosure 3
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MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 11, 1971

CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR:

THE SECRETARY OF STATE
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

SUBJECT: Status Reports on Operations in
Laos and Cambodia

My memorandum of February 9, 1971 requested two daily

reports for the President on the major operations being conducted
by South Vietnamese forces in Laos and Cambodia. It has been
determined that a single report which reaches the White House
Situation Room by 4:00 p.m. daily, including Saturdays and
Sundays, will satisfy the President's requirements. The
submission from Defense need not duplicate routine NMCC
reports.

This new reporting procedure is effective as of February 12, 1971.

cc: Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
Director, United States Information Agency

CONFIDENTIAL
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