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The following is a public affairs concppt for Operation C. Its

thrust is to accent to |the maximu@féxtent pgssible that sithis is a GVN

operation. A further bjectiy@ is to avo focus}ﬂ@ﬁattention on any single

}
4
4
|

specific objective, sugh gs T[chepone.

Pt

o

The foregoing lﬁints should be stggﬁféd in ﬁiscussions between U.8.
and GUN officials sgd

extravagent cla or statements o

Here aré specific suggested actions and ‘rds:

Sunday, 8 Fé¢bruary Saigon Time -—47“‘ /S Se s znv/i’gf m;‘ Toisin e i il
/83, ﬁ Pt g ?/}W SA 5 oven, Foma @ FL

A. 0n—8erbr&agymmSat%gfziézzfgthe GV would hold a-uniskdbesal co.lia~

PP gt St sy
¥ 4

briefing with wesel/.S. participation. The spokesman would issue a statement £/ p

,,,;*Wm A’%’b‘&#’}
WW

along the following lines, without ela’oora}ion;f pold loeerir. -

16%L£p-? ”Armed forces of the Republic of Vietnam today are con-
ducting interdiction operations against sanctuaries in enemy
occupied areas of Southern Laos.

"The purpose of these interdiction operations is to
disrupt supply depots, base camps and lines of communications
through which enemy materiel and forces have been moving to
threaten Military Region I in the RVN.

"Another objective of the operation -- called (insert
Vietnamese name to distinguish from joint GVN-US operations
to date) is to prevent the establishment of additional
sanctuary areas further south.

"Successful interdiction of this supply route will enhance
the safety and security of the RVN as the United States prepares
to withdraw additional thousands of its personnel as part of

the Vietnamization progranm.

i
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"Full details of this operation ¢ be made public

ag_5h;§,Limg_£g;_ggguxizyw;aaee&sr—but\f% can be reported

that more than ____ _ ,000 ARVN ground forces, supported
by VNAF and U.S8. air activities, are involved. No U.S.
ground forces or advisors are involved.
"The GVN intends to provide additional information
about RVNAF actions and to provide access for members of the

ress as the security situation permits.’
iy "SRG 5y —— g
B. As S%in as demies ,tate7§nt igs issued, MACV will be-qu¥rdedcuud

| ) Aghew bl
e GUN apﬁoua ement /o

e Ao &4& %4/:‘%
n:

4 "The Republic of Vietnam has announced earlier today
that its ground and air forces are involved in interdiction
operations against enemy occupied sanctuary areas in Southern
Laos.
"No U.S. ground combat forces are or will be involved,
and no U.S. advisors are or will be with ARVN ground combat

units. g ¢

"The U.S. will, ef——cousse, provi%g eerain-—supplementary

ul&‘z’i
v;&m&$gaeﬁ’ air combat/and air logistics suppor%&taﬁaugment the capabilities
ond e d @;gé

of the RVNAF. C d mdwolzn Fy’e(f W\

*PHERY-~STATEMENT MTGHT WELL BE -ESSUED:

T?,MT
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f "U.S8. ground force units in Military Region I of South
Vietnam continue in a high state of alert in defensive and
blocking positions within the Republic of Vietnam,

"We anticipate that most of the news concerning operations
against sanctuary areas in enemy held territory in Southern
Laos will come from the GVH.

"Details will be provided by MACV concerning the U.S.
supplementary air support which has the objectives of helping

to protect the lives of U.S., military personamel in South Vietnam,

enhancing Vietnamization, and facilitating an environment in which
\ thousands of additional Americans can be returned home from
i

& Vietnam.

TNIX4 l‘%sdla’f
‘\\ AT tirhewbdare, MACY Wwweme additional details wheiehmesm

Sunday Night D.C. Time\““h » F)

O» N@M?‘W

issues the following prepared statement.
All other U.S. officials remain silent. The proposed statement follows:
"United States air power is being used to supplemen; the
Air Force of the Republic of Vietnam in providing support to
South Vietnamese ground forces now operating against enemy
occupied sanctuaries in Southern Laos.
secf. Zaed
"Secretary of State Rogers and # have stated that the
United States wouid provide air support when it would contribute
to the security and safety of American military men in South

Vietnam as we continue to withdraw thousands of additional

Americans from Vietnam.

‘a’“’é’%

&
?%z N m
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4

"I want to emphasize that no U.S. ground combat personnel

R Adw > ey

aewer will be involved. Ground operations are being conducted

exclusively by forces of the Republic of Vietnam.

spag{Aﬁshéé
%% authorized the use of U.S. air support to the Vietnamese

[Py S
forces because # deemed J& essential to help protect our men in
South Vietnam and to prevent the continued buildup of enemy

sanctuaries from which our men could be threatened in the weeks

and months ahead.f #want to inform the American public on three

crucial points:
"(1) The U.S. will not become bogged down in another
land war in Southeast Asia.
"(2) U.S, withdrawals will continue,
"(3) Some 50,000 Americans, some of them now deployed

in Military Region I in the Northern part of South Vietnam,

will be coming‘home before May 1.

L

ol b

e

"The fact that the forces of the Republic of Vietnam are

65\ / able to launch this operation at the same time that they are

&ﬂ\*ﬂ' ‘ conducting other operations against other enemy sanctuaries

e

elsewhere shows that Vietnamization is working and that it will
be possible for the United States to disengage expeditiously and
completely from ground combat responsibility inside Sotth Vietnam."

Monday Afférnobﬁ; Saigon Time

A. GVN briefer adds whatever details he can at regular 4:30 daily
news session., U.S. briefer comes in behind with supplementary details,
presented in as low key a manner as possible -- the object being to underscore

the fact that this is a GVN operation.

T@? Q LU

W

T
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Monday Morning, Washington Time

A. Secretary Laird meets briefly in Executive Session with the
Senate Armed Services Committee., Following this, he comes out into the hall
and meets with newsmen and gives to them a three or four sentence summary
statement presented to the Committee in its session. The Secretary declines
to answer questions, except to repeat and repeat the fact that this is an
ARVN operation and that some of the questions obviously need to be referred
to Minister V¥.

Fulbright Appearance

A. A decision needs to be made as to the timing of a closed session
appearance before Fulbright by Secretary Rogers and/or Secretary Laird.
Subsequent to this appearance, Secretary Rogers could go on the
"Today Show" or the CBS news morning show (thought should be given to either
the Secretary of State or the Secretary of Defense appearing on one of the

Sunday shows.)

NOTE: This rough plan obviously will need refinement and as always there
will be a need for flexibility -~ for instance, the expression by Mr. Ziegler

at the appropriate time of Presidential approval of the actions underway.

R?%%%%H
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CJCS
ADV DISTR CJCS NMCC FILE(1)
( )

DE RUMUHTA #9257 02421348
INY AAAAA

Z 1112207 FEB 71 2FF3

FM COMUSMACY

TO RUEKJCS/JCS
RUHHHAA/CINCPAC
RUHHBRA/CINCPACFLT
RUHGOAA/COMSEVENTHFLT
RUMUGKA/COMNAVFORY
RUMFRBA/CTF 77
RUHGOSA/CTG 77,9
RUMMRSA/COMMANDER SEVENTH AF
BT

Prea?

TOPSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIE FOR ADM MOQRER, ADM MCCAIN, ADM

CLAREY, VADM WEISNERN VADM KING, VADM BARDSHARN RADM COOPER,

GEN CLAY FROM GEN ABRAMS, DELJVER IMMEDIATELY,
S0G 2587/JPCCO/JOPREP JIFFY/MACSOG/QPREPe5/081/SPRUCE GUM/
NEWPORT CASINO/MISSION STAT SUM/Lt FEB 7%,

Ay COMUSMACY 2801327

M NARRATIVEY PTFS DEPARTED DANANG AT 1212327 AND PROCEEDED

ALONG TRACK, AT 1218087 PTFS PASSED NORTH OF HON GIO ISLAND AND
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TURNED SOUTH TO KQMMENGCE AREA PATROL, AT 181830Z RADAR CONs=

PAGE 2 RUMUMTA9257 T O P S E CRE T SPEGCAT EXCLUSIE
TACT WAS ESTABLISHED WITH ONE TARGET, TWO PTFS VECTQRED {N ON
ONE TARGET,HEN V]SUAL CONTACT ESTABLISHED AT 1018502

VIC 17=54 N 106=32 E TWO JUNKS WERE S]GHTED, PTFS SPLIT TQ ENGAGE

JUNKSM FIRST JUNK, CARGO JUNK, ENGAGED 1819252, PTF F]RED SHOT
ACROSS BOW AND JUNK [NCREASED SPEED AND ATTEMPTED TQ EVADE,
PFT TOOK JUNK UNDER F]RE, SECONDARY EXPLOSION AND F[RE
OBSERVED AS JUNK PRQCEED TO BEACH, SHALLOW WATER AND NEW
CONTACT, TL=15 COASTAL CRAFT OUT OF HAIPHONG PORT, CAUSED‘
PTF TO BREAK CONTACT, SECOND JUNK,; CARGO JUNK, ENGAGED
1019287, WARNING SHOT FIRED AND JUNK ATTEMPTED 70 ESCAPE,
JUNK WAS ENGAGED AND CEASED EVASION EFFORTS, PTF

MANEUVERED ALONG SIDE AND BQARDED VESSELM JUNKAS SEARCHED

AT 1219257, AND SIX PRISONERS AND ONE KI!LO DOCUMENTS WERE
SE1ZED, DEMOLITION CHARGE WAS PLACED, AND DETONATED AT
1019572, JUNK HAD ONE MOTOR AND 2 SAILS WITH IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER T210, RADAR CONTACT ESTABLISHED WITH NEW TARGET A?
1919407 yIC 1758 N 106238 E, ONE PTF ENGAGED ATEEL HULL
MOTORIZED CRAFT, TL=15 COASTAL CRAFT, AND FIRED SHOT ACROSS
BOW, THE CRAFT ATTEMPTED TO EVADE AND WAS TAKEN UNDER F[RE,
THREE LLARGE SECONDARY EXPLOS{ONS WERE OBSERVED WI!TH RESULTANT

PAGE 3 RUMUHTA9257 T O P S E C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE

FIRE, THE FIRE SUBSIDED AND VESSEL WAS BOARDED AT 1220@82, NO
LIVING KREW=MEMBERS WERE OBSERVED, HOWEVER, SEVERAL CHARRED
BODIES WERE SEEN, KARGO BOXES WERE STACKED ON DECK AND COVERED
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WITH TARPS, DEMOLITION CHARGE WAS PLANTED AND DETONATED

AT 1028872, TWO INJURED CREW XEMBERS WERE RECOVERED FROM

WATER ALONG WITH 2 RING TYPE PRESERVERS IDENTIFYING CRAFT

AS MAIPHONG TL=15", CRAFT WAS OBSERED SINKING BY STERN, PTYF
0BSERVED GUN FLASHES FROM THE VIC XES78/576 AT 1020187, EVALUATED
AS PROBABLE AAA SITE, NO BURSTS WERE OBSERVED BY PTFS,

AT 1821922 A LARGE VESSEL, SLAR TYPE TRAWLERN SHOWING LIGHTS WAS
OBSERVED IC 17248 N 1@6=29E, THREE PTFS ENGED TARGET AND
IDENTIFIED 1T AS SLed4 TYPE TRAWLER WITH CHINESE CHARACTERS AND A
NVN FLAG PAINTED ON STACK, COERED GUN XOUNTS WERE O0BSERVED

ON SECOND PASS AND WARNING SHOTS WERE FJRED ACROSS THE BQW,
TRAWLER ATTEMPTED TO EVADE AND WAS TAKEN UNDER FIRE, CREW
MEMBERS WERE OBSERVED ON DECK IN DARK UNIFMS| GR BLACK

PAJAMAS, TRAWLER RETURNED FIRE AND LJIGHT S]GNALS WERE

0BSERED BETWEEN TRAWLER AND BEACH AT APPROX XE583/584,

TRAWLER ENTERED SHALLOW WATER AND ONE PTF CONTINUED ENGAGEMENT,
HITS WERE OBSDRVED ON SUPERSTRUCTURE AND HULL, PTF CONTINUED

PAGE 4 RUMUHTA9257 T O P S E C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
TO CIRCLERAWLER UNTIlL DECREASING WATER DEPTH FORCED
PTF W]THDRAWAL, TRAWLER ENTERED CUA GIANG RIER AND ESCAPED
AT 1221102, GUN FLASHES FROM SHORE WERE STILL OBSERE,) SO PTFS
DEPARTED AREAM NO FURTWER TARGETS WERE OBSERVED AND PTFS
SECURED PATROL AT 1223227 AND PROCEEDED 70 RETURN TO DANANG
ARRIING AT 110245M PRISONERS WERE ISOLATED AND REMAIN UNDER
N CONTROL,
Ny STATISTICAL DATA
N1, COMBAT ,

NO/TYPE BOAT TYPE MISSION

3 PIFS COASTAL INTERDICTION
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@ N1(A) TDA (TARGET DAMAGE ASSESSMENT) RESULTS

. DESCRIPTION DESTROXDAMAGE/CAPTURED
KUNKS 1 1 2

©  COASTAL SHIPPING _ 4 10
SEGONDARY FIRES/EPLOSIONS 4

o PRISONERS

o KE WOUNDED)
N2, BOAT LOSS/DAMAGE} NONE

. N3, PERSONNE| CASUALT]ES) NONE FRIENDLY

O Z, REMARKS
PAGE 5 RUMUHTA9257 T O P S E K R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE

" 24, DUE TO THE EXPENDITURE OF AMMUNITION [N THE EECUTION OF
OPERATION NEWPORT CASINO INSUFFICIENT AMMUNITION REMAINED FOR
THE CONDUCT OF OPERATION SPRUCE G,

w 22, UPON COMPLETION OF DETAILED DEBRJEFING PRJSONER INTERRQ=

O GATION AND DOCUMENT EVALUATION, ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WILL
BE FORWARDED AS AVAILABLE,

O
GP=1

o BT
#9257

(3] |
ANNOTES
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