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15 € Sccond Inaugural Address.
January 21, 1957

[ Delivered in person at the Capitol ]

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Vice President, Mr. Chicf Justice, Mr.
Speaker, members of my family and friends, ny countrymen, and
the friends of my country wherever they may be:

We mect again, as upon a like moment four years ago, and
again you have witnessed my solemn oath of scrvice to you.

I, too, am a witness, today testilying in your name to the priti-
ciples and purposes to which we, as a people, are pledged.

Before all clse, we seck, upon our common labor as a nation,
the blessings of Almighty God.  And the hopes in our hearts
fashion the decpest prayers of our whole people.

May we pursue the right—without self-rightcousness.

May we know unity—without conformity.
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May we grow in strength—without pride in sclf.

May we, in our dealings with all peoples of the carth, cver
peak truth and serve justice.

And so shall America—in the sight of all men of good will—
prove true to the honerable purposes that bind and rulc us as a
seople in all {his time of trial through which we pass.

We live in a land of plenty, but rarcly has this carth known
Luch peril as today.

In our nation work and wealth abound. Our population
rrows.  Gommerce crowds our rivers and rails, our skics, harbors
and highways,  Our soil s fertile, our agriculture productive.
The air rings with the song of our industry—rolling mills and
blast furnaces, dynamos, dams and assembly lines—the chorus of
America the bountiful.

Now this is our home—-yct this is not the whole of our world.
or our world is where our full destiny lics—with men, of all
peoples and all nations, who are or would be frce. And for
Jiem——and so for us—this is no time of casc or of rest.

In too much of the carth there is want, discord, danger. New
(orces and new nations stir and strive across the carth, with power
1o bring, by their fate, great good or great evil to the freec world’s
(iare. From the deserts of North Africa to the islands of the
South Pacific onc third of all mankind has cntered upon an his-
tric struggle for a new {reedom: {rccdom from grinding poverty.
Across all continents, nearly a billion people scck, somctimes al-
most in desperation, for the skills and knowledge and assistance
Ly which they may satisfy from their own resources, the material
w.ants common to all mankind.

No nation, however old or great, escapes this tempest of change
il turmoil.  Some, impoverished by the recent World War,
ol to restore their means of livelihood. In the heart of Europe,
Gevmany still stands tragically divided. So is the whole con-
tnent divided.  And so, too, all the world.

"Ihe divisive foree is International Communism and the power
that it controls.
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The designs of that power, dark in purpose, are clear in prage-
tice. It strives to scal forever the fate of those it has enslaved,
It strives to break the tics that unite the free. And it strives to
capturc—to cxploit for its own greater power—all forces of
change in the world, especially the needs of the hungry and the
hopes of the oppressed.

Yet the world of International Communism has itsclf been
shaken by a ficree and mighty force: the readiness of men who
love freedom to pledge their lives to that love. Through the night
of their bondage, the unconquerable will of heroes has struck
with the swift, sharp thrust of lightning.  Budapest is no longer
mercly the name of a city; henceforth it is a new and shining
symbol of man’s ycarning to be free.

Thus across all the globe there harshly blow the winds of
change.  And, we—though fortunate be our lot—know that we
can never turn our backs to them.

We look upon this shaken carth, and we declare our firm
and fixed purpose—the building of a pcace with justice in a
world where moral law prevails.

The building of such a peace is a bold and solemn purposc.
To procluim it is casy.  To serve it will be hard.  And to attain
it, we must be aware of its full meaning—and ready to pay its
full price.

We know clearly what we seck, and why.

We scek peace, knowing that peace is the climate of freedom.
And now, as in no other age, we scek it because we have been
warned, by the power of modern weapons, that peace may be
the only climate possible for human life itsclf,

Yet this peace we scck cannot be born of fear alonc: it must
be rooted in the lives of nations.  There must be Justice, sensed
and sharcd by all peoples, for, without Justice the werld can
know only a tense and unstable truce.  There must be law, stead-
ily invoked and respected by all nations, for without law, the
world promises only such meager justice as the pity of the strong
upon the weak.,  But the law of which we speak, comprechending
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the values of {reedom, affirms the cquality of all nations, great
and small.

Splendid as can e the blessings of such a peace, high will be
its cost: in toil paticntly custained, in help honorably given, in
sacrifice calmly borne.

We arc called tomeet the price of this peace.

To counter the threat of those who scck 1o rule by force, we
must pay the costs of our own nceded military strength, and
help to build {lhc sccurity of others. _

We must usc our ¢kills and knowledge and, at times, our sub-
stance, to help others rise from miscry, however far the scene
of suffcring may be {rom our shorcs. For wherever in the world
a people knows desperate want, {here must appear at lcast the
spark of hope, the hope of progress—0r {here will surely risc at
Jast the flames of conflict.

We recognize and accept our own decp involvement in the
destiny of men cverywhere. We are accordingly pledged to
honor, and to strive to fortify, the authority of the United Nations.
For in that body rcsts the best hope of our age for the asscrtion
of that law by which all nations may live in dignity.

And Dbeyond this general resolve, we arc called to act a 1€
sponsible role in the world’s great concerns or conflicts—whether
they touch upon the affairs of a vast rcgion, the fate of an island
in the Pacific, or the usc of a canal in the Middle East. Only
in respecting the hopes and culturcs of others will we practice
the cquality of a1l nations. Only as we show willingness and
wisdom in giving counscl—in receiving counscl—and in sharing
hurdens, will we wiscly perform the work of pcace.

For onc truth must cule all we think and allwe do. No people
can live to itsclf alone. The unity of all who dwell in frecdom
is their only surc defense.  The cconomic need of all nations—

in mutual dcpcndcncc-——mukcs isolation an jmpossibility: not
cven America’s prosperity could long survive if other nations
did not also prospcr. No nation can longer be a fortress, lone
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and strong and safc. And any people, secking such shelter fo;
themselves, can now build only their own prison.

Our pledge to these principles is constant, because we belicye
in their rightness.

We do not fear this world of change.  America is no stranger
to much of its spirit. Everywhere we see the seeds of the same
growth that America itsclf has known. The Amecrican experi-
ment has, for gencrations, fired the passion and the courage of
millions elsewhere sceking freedom, equality, opportunity. An
the Amcrican story of material progress has helped excite the
longing of all needy peoples for some satisfaction of their human
wants. These hopes that we have helped to inspire, we can
help to fulfill.

In this confidence, we speak plainly to all peoples.

We cherish our fricndship with all nations that are or would
be free.  We respect, no less, their independence. And when, in
time of want or peril, they ask our help, they may honorably
receive it; for we no more scck to buy their sovercignty than we
would scll our own. Sovercignty is never bartercd among free
men. :

We honor the aspirations of thosc nations which, now captive,
long for frecdom. We seck neither their military alliance nor-
any artificial imitation of our socicty, And they can know the
warmth of the welcome that awaits them when, as must be, they
join again the ranks of freedom,

We honor, no less in this divided world than in a less tor-
mented time, the people of Russia,. We do not dread, rather do
we welcome, their progress in education and industry.  We wish
them success in their demands for more intellectual freedom,
greater security before their own laws, fuller enjoyment of the
rewards of their own toil. For as such things come to pass, the
more ccrtain will be the coming of that day when our peoples
may freely meet in fricndship.

So we voice our hope and our belicf that we can help to heal
this divided world. Thus mnay the nations cease to live in trem-
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Bling before the menace of force. Thus may the weight of fcar
ind the weight of arms be taken from the burdencd shoulders of

mankind.

This, nothing less, is the Jabor to which we arc called and our

crength dedicated.

And so the prayer of our people carrics far beyond our own
fronticrs, to the wide world of our duty and our destiny.

May the light of freedom, coming to all darkened lands, flame
Lrightly——until at Jast the darkncess is no morc.

May the turbulence of our age yicld to a truc time of pcace,
when men and nations shall share a life that honors the dignity

of cach, the brotherhood of all.
"Thank you very much.

woti: This text follows the White -

ouse release of the Address. The
President began speaking at 12:22
p. m. on Monday, January 21, 1957,
fiom a platform crected on the steps
of the central cast front of the Cap-
itol.  Immediatcly before speaking,
the President repeated the oath of
office which he had taken at the
White IHouse on Sunday, January 20,
when his first term ended.  On both

occasions the oath was administered
by Chicf Justice Earl Warren.

The President’s opening  words
“Mr. Chairman” rcferred to Robert
V. Fleming, chairman of the In-
augural Committee.

As published in the Congressional
Record (vol. 103, p. 728) and in
Senate Document 15 (85th Cong.,
st scss.), the Address is entitled
“The Price of Peace.”
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, € Inaugural Address.  January 20, 1953
Delivered in person at the Capitol
I I

1y FRIENDS, before T begin the expression of those thoughts
. st 1 deem appropriate to this moment, would you permit me
e privilege of uttering a little private prayer of my own. And
{ -k that you bow your heads:

Almizhty God, as we stand here at this moment my future
woociates in the Txecutive branch of Government join me in
+wecching that Thou will make full and complete our dedication
e the service of the people in this throng, and their fellow citizens
sverywhere.

Give us, we pray, the power to discern clearly right from wrong,
sl allow all our words and actions to be governed thereby, and
t.v the laws of this land.  Especially we pray that our concern
1l bie for all the people regardless of station, race or calling.

M.y cooperation be permitted and be the mutual aim of those
w. b, under the concepts of our Constitution, hold to differing
rolitical faiths; so that all may work for the good of our beloved
country and Thy glory.  Amen.

My fellow citizens:

The world and we have passed the midway point of a century
«f continuing challenge.  We sense with all our faculties that
firees of good and cvil are massed and armed and opposed as
iavely before inhistory.

I'his fact defines the meaning of this day.  We are summonced
b4 this honored and historic ccremony to witness more than the
act of one citizen swearing his oath of scrvice, in the presence
of Gud. We are called as a people to give testimony in the sight
«f the world to our faith that the future shall belong to the free.

Since this century’s heginning, a time of tempest has scemed
b cote upon the continents of the carth.  Masses of Asia have
swakened to strike off shackles of the past.  Great nations of

[ESATD N S )1 Be— I
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Europe have fought their bloodiest wars, Thrones have toppled
and their vast cimpires have disappeared.  New nations have been
born. "

For our own country, it has been a time of recurring trial.
We have grown in power and in responsibility.  We have passed
through the anxictics of depression and of war to a summit un-
matched in man’s history.  Sccking to secure peace in the world,
we have had to fight through the forests of the Argonne to the
shores of Iwo Jima, and to the cold mountaius of Korea,

In the swilt rush of great events, we find ourselves groping
to know the full sense and meaning of these times in which ywe
live. In our quest of understanding, we beseech God's guidance.,
We summon all our knowledge of the past and we scan all signs
of the future. We bring all our wit and all our will to mect
the question

How far have we come in man’s long pilgrimage from darkness
toward the light? Are we nearing the light-—a day of frecdom
and of peace for all manking? Or are the shadows of another
night closing in upon us?

Great as arc the preoccupations absorbing us at home, con-
cerned as we are with matters that deeply affect our livelihood
today and our vision of the future, cach of these domestic problems
is dwarfed by, and often cven created by, this question that
involves all humankind,

This trial comes at a moment when man’s power to achieve
good or to inflict cvil surpasses the brightest hopes and the sharpest
fears of all ages. We can turn rivers in their courscs, level
mountains to the plains. Oceans and land and sky are avenues
for our colossal commerce, Discase diminishes and life lengthens.

Yet the promisc of this life i imperiled by the very genius that
has made it possible, Nations amass wealth, Labor sweats to
creatc—and turns out devices to level not only mountainsg but
also citics.  Science scems ready to confer upon us, as its final

gift, the power to crase human life from this planct,

At such a time in history, we who are free must proclaim anew

2
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our faith. This faith is the abiding creed of our fathers. Itisour
faith in the deathless dignity of man, governed by cternal moral
and natural Jaws.

This faith defines our full view of life. Tt establishes, beyond
debate, those gifts of the Creator that arc man’s inalicnable
rights, and that make all men cqual in Tis sight.

In the light of this cquality, we know that the virtucs most
cherished by free people—love of truth, pride of work, devotion
to country—all arc treasures cqually precious in the lives of the
most humble and of the most exalted.  The men who mine coal
and fire furnaces, and balance ledgers, and turn lathes, and pick
cotton, and heal the sick and plant corn—all scrve as proudly
and as profitably for America as the statesmen who draft trcaties
and the legislators who enact laws.

This faith rules our whole way of life. It decrees that we, the
people, clect leaders not to rule but to serve. It asserts that we
Lave the right to choice of our own work and to the reward of
our own toil. It inspires the initiative that makes our productivity
the wonder of the world. And it warns that any man who secks
to deny cquality among A1l his brothers betrays the spirit of the
free and invites the mockery of the tyrant.

It is because we, all of us, hold to these principles that the
political changcs accomplished this day do not imply turbulence,
uphcaval or disorder. Rather this change cxpresses a purpose of
strengthening our dedication and devotion to the precepts of our
founding documents, a conscious renewal of faith in our country
and in the watchfulness of a Divine Providence.

The enemics of this faith know no god but force, 10 dcvotion
Lut its use. They tutor men in treason, They feed upon the
Lunger of others. Whatever defics them, they torturc, especially
the truth,

Iere, then, is joined no argument between slightly differing
philosophics.  This conflict strikes dircetly at the faith of our
fathers and the lives of our sons. No principle or treasurc thatwe
hold, from the spiritual knowledge of our free schools and
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churches to the creative magic of free labor and capital, nothing
lics safely beyond the reach of this struggle.

-Freedom is pitted against slavery; lightness against the dark.

The faith we hold belongs not to us alone but to the free of
all the world. This common bond binds the grower of rice in
Burma and the planter of wheat in Jowa, the shepherd insouthern
Italy and the mountaincer in the Andes. It confers a common
dignity upon the French soldier who dics in Indo-China, the
British soldicr killed in Malaya, the American life given in Korea.

We know, beyond this, that we ave linked to all free peoples
not merely by a noble idea but by a simple need. No free people
can for long cling to any privilege or enjoy any safety in cconomic
solitude. For all our own material might, even we need markets
in the world for the surpluses of our farms and our factorics.

FCERRS s G
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§ Equally, we need for these same farms and factories vital materials
and products of distant lands. This basic law of interdependence,
so manifest in the commerce of peace, applics with thousand-fold
* intensity in the cvent of war.

: So we arc persuaded by necessity and by belicf that the strength
, of all frec peoples lics in unity; their danger, in discord.

; To produce this unity, to meet the challenge of our time, destiny
has laid upon our country the responsibility of the free world’s
: leadership.

So it is proper that we assurc our friends once again that, in
the discharge of this responsibility, we Americans know and we
3 ohscrve the difference between world leadership and imperialism;
: between firmness and truculence; between a thoughtfully calcu-
lated goal and spasmodic reaction to the stimulus of emergencics.
We wish our fricnds the world over to know this above all: we
face the threat—not with dread and confusion—but with con-
fidence and conviction.
4 We feel this moral strength because we know that we are not
k: helpless prisoners of history. W¢ are free men. We shall remain
: free, never to be proven guilty of the one capital offense against
freedom, a lack of stanch faith.

RV R
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In pleading our just causc before the bar of history-and in
pressing our Tabor for world peace, we shall be guided by certain
fixed principles.  Thesc principles are:

1. Abhorring war as a chosen way o balk the purposes of those
who threaten us, we hold it to be the first task of statcsmanship
to develop the strength that will deter the forces of aggression
and promote the conditions of ‘peace.  For, as it must be the
supreme purpose of all free men, so it must be the dedication of
their leaders, to save humanity from preying upon itsclf.

In the light of this principle, we stand rcady to engage with
any and all others in joint cffort to remove the causcs of mutual
fear and distrust among nations, so as 1o make possible drastic
reduction of armaments.  The sole requisites for undertaking
such cffort are that—in their purposc—they be aimed logically
and honestly toward sccurc peace for all; and that—in their
result-——they provide methods by which cvery participating nation
will prove good faith in carrying out its pledge.

2. Realizing that common scnsc and common decency alike
dictate the futility of appcasecment, We shall never try to placate
an aggressor by the false and wicked bargain of trading honor for
sccurity. Amcricans, indced, all frce men, remember that in the
final choice a soldier’s pack is not so hcavy a burden as a
prisoncr’s chains.

3. Knowing that only a United Statcs that is strong and im-
mensely productive can help defend freedom in our world, we
view our Nation’s strength and sccurity as a trust upon which
rests the hope of free men ceverywhere.  Itis the firm duty of cach
of our free citizens and of cvery {ree citizen cverywhere to place
{he cause of his country before the comfort, the convenience of
himsclf.

4. Honoring the identity and the special heritage of each
nation in the world, we shall never use our strength to try to
impress upon another pcople our own cherished political and
cconomic institutions.

5. Asscssing realistically the nceds and capacitics of proven

5
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friends of frecdom, we shall strive to hel p them to achieve their .
own security and well-being,  Likewise, we shall count upon them

- to assume, within the limits of their resources, their full and just
burdens in the common defense of freedom.,

6. Recognizing cconomic health as an indispensable basis of
military strength and the free world’s peace, we shall strive to
foster everywhere, and to practice ourselves, policies that en-
courage productivity and profitable trade. For the impoverish-
ment ol any single people in the world means danger to the
well-being of all other peoples.

7. Appreciating that economic need, military sccurity and
political wisdom combine to suggest regional groupings of frce
peoples, we hope, within the framework of the United Nations,
to help strengthen such special bonds the world over.  The nature
of these tics must vary with the different problems of different

areas.

L 7 o U AR

In the Western Hemisphere, we cnthusiastically join with all
our ncighbors in the work of perfecting a community of fratcrnal
i trust and common purpose.

In Europe, we ask that enlightened and inspired leaders of the

Western nations strive with renewed vigor to make the unity of
their peoples a reality.  Only as free Europe unitedly marshals
z its strength can it cffectively safeguard, even with our help, its
¢ spiritual and cultural heritage.
i 8. Conceiving the defense of freedom, like freedom itsclf, to
3 be onc and indivisible, we hold all continents and peoples in equal
¢ regard and honor.  We reject any insinuation that one race or
another, one people or another, is in any sense inferior or
expendable,

9. Respecting the United Nations as the living sign of all
people’s hope for peace, we shall strive to make it not merely an
eloquent symbol but an cffective force. And in our quest for an
honorable peace, we shall ncither compromise, nor tire, nor cver
cease. :

By these rules of conduct, we hope to be known to all peoples.
i
{
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By their observance, an carth of peacemay become not a vision
buta fact.
'This hop
live.
We must be ready to dare all for our country. For history docs

the carc of frecdom 10 the weak or the timid.
proficiency in defense and display stamina in

c—this supremce as:pimticm~mus& rule the way we

not long cntrust
We must acquirc
purposc.

We must be willing, individually and as a Nation, 10 accept
whatever sacrifices 1Ay be required of us. A people that valucs
its privileges above its principles soon loscs both. ,

These basic precepts arc not lofty abstractions, far removed
from matters of daily living. They arc Jaws of spiritual strength
{hat generatc and defme our material strength. Patriotism mecans
cquipped forces and a prcp:m:d citizenry. Moral stamina means
morc cnergy and more p\oductivity, on the farm and in the
factory. Love of liberty means the guarding of cvery resource
{hat makes freedom possiblc——from the sanctity of our familics
and the wealth of our soil to the genius of our scientists.

And so cach citizen plays an indispensable role.  The produc-
tivity of our heads, our hands and our hearts 1s the source of all
the strength we can conmmand, for both the cnrichment of our
lives and the winning of the peace.

No person, no home, NO community can be beyond the rcach of
this call. Weare qummoncd to act in wisdom and in conscience,

to work with industry, to teach with persuasion, to preach with
conviction, 10 wcigh our cvery decd with carc and with compas=
sion. For this (ruth must be clear belore us: whatever America
hopes to bring 1o pass in the world must first come {o pass in the
heart of America.

The peace We seck,
fulfillment of our whole faith among oursclves and
ings with others.  This significs morc han the stilling of guns,
casing the sorrow of war. Morc than cscape from death, it is
o way of life. More than a haven {or the weary, itis a hope for

then, is nothing less than the practice and
in our decal-

the brave.
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This is the hope that beckons us onward in this century of
trial.  This is the work that awaits us all, to be done with bravery,

with charity, and with prayer to
My citizens—I thank you.
Note: This text follows the White
House release of the address. The
President spoke from a platform
erectedd on the steps of the central
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cast front of the Capitol.  Immedi-
ately before the address the oath of
office was administered by  Chicf

Justice Fred M. Vinson.
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i | Inangural Address.

[ Janiary 20, 1961
U v
Uice President Johnson, Mr. Speaker, Mr.
i hicf Justice, President Lisenhower, Vice
president Nixon, President Truman, Rev-
crend Clergy, fdlow citizens:

We obscrve today not a victory of party
it a cclebration of frecdom--symbolizing
anend as well as a beginning——signifying
renewal as well as change. For Thave sworn
efore you and Almighty God the same
solemn eath our forchears preseribed nearly
4 century and three quarters ago.

The world is very different now. TFor
nean holds in his mortal hands the power
to abolish all forms of human poverty and
all forms of human life. And yet the same
revolutionary beliefs for which our forcbears
fought are stll at issue around the globe—
the hedief that the rights of man come not
from the generosity of the state but from the
hand of God.

We dare not forget today that we are the
lieirs of that first revolution.  Let the word
go forth frem this time and place, to friend
and foc alike, that the torch has been passed
to a new generation of Americans—born in
this century, tempered by war, disciplined
by a hard and bitter peace, proud of onr
ancient heritage—and unwilling to witness
or permit the slow undoing of these luman
rights to which this nation has always been
committed, and to which we are cornmitted
today at heme and around the world.

Let every nation know, whether it wishes
us well or ill, that we shall pay any price,
bear any burden, mect any hardship, support
any friend, oppose any foe to assure the sur-
vival and the success of liberty.

This much we pledge—and more.

To those old allics whose cultural and

[ Delivered in person at the Capitol J :

spiritval origins we share, we pledge the
Joyalty of faithful friends.  United, these 18
little we cannot do in a host of couperative
venwures.  Divided, there s litde we can
do—for we dare not meet a powerful chal-
Jenge at odds and split asunder.

To those new states whom we welcome
to the ranks of the fice, we pledge our word
that one form of colonial contiol shall not
have passed away mercly to be replaced by
a far more iron tyranny. We shall not al-
ways expect to find them supporting our
view. Dut we shall always hope to find
them strongly snpporting their own free-
dom—and to remember that, in the past,
those who foolishly sought power by riding
tlic back of the tizer ended up inside.

To those peoples in the huts and villages
of half the globe struggling to break the
bonds of mass misery, we pledge our best
efforts to help them help themselves, for
whatever period is required—not because the
communists may be doing it, not because
we seck their votes, but because it is right.
If a free socicty cannot help the many who
are poor, it cannot save the few who are rich.

To our sister republics south of our border,
we offer a special pledge—to convert our
good words into good deeds—in a new alli-
ance for progress—to assist {ree men and
free governments in casting ofl the chains
of poverty. Dut this peaceful revolution of
hope cannot become the prey of hostile pow-
ers. Let all our neighbors know that we
shall join with them to oppose aggression or
subversion anywhere in the Americas. And
let every other power know that this Hemi-
sphere intends to remain the master of its

own house.
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To that world assembly of sovercign states,
the United Nations, our lust best hope in an
age where the instruments of war have far
outpaced the instruments of peace, we rencw
our pledge of support—to prevent it from
becoming nierely a forum for juvective—to
strengthen its shicld of the neyw and the
weak—and to enlarge the area in which its
writ may ruq.

Finally, to those nations who would muke
themselves our adversary, we offer not a
pledge but a request: that both sides begin
anew the quest for peace, before the dark
powers of destruction unlcashed by science
engulf all humanity in planned or accidental
self-destruction,

We dare not tempt them with weakness,
For only when our arms are sullicicat be-
yond doubt can we be certain beyoud doubt
that they will never be employed.

But ncither can two great and powerful
groups of nations take comfort (rom our pres-
ent course—~Dboth sides overburdened by the
cost of modern weapons, both  rightly
alarmed by the steady spread of the deadly
atom, yet both racing to alter that uncertain
balance of terror that stays the hand of man.-
kind’s final war.

So let us begin anew-—remembering on
both sieles thar civility is not a sign of wealk-
ness, and sincerity is always subject to proaf.
Let us never negotiate out of fear, But et
us never fear to negotiate,

Let both sides explore what problems unite
us instead of belaboring those problems
which divide us,

Let both sides, for the firse tiae, formulate
serious and precise proposals for the inspec-
tion and control of arms—and Dring the
absolute power to destroy other nations un.
der the absolute cantrol of 41 nations,

Let hoth sides scek to invoke the wonecrs
of science instead of jts terrors, Togerher
let us explore the stars; convquer the deserts,

-

e e S N it

Public Pupers of the | residents

eradicate discase, tap the ocean depths an
cncourage the arts and commerce,

Let both sides unite to heed in all corners
of the carth the command of Isaiah—tq
“undo the heavy burdens . . | (and) let the
oppressed go free,”

And if a beach head of cooperation may
push back the jungle of suspicion, let botl
sides join in creating a new endeavor, not
a new balance of power, but anew world of
law, where the strong are just and the weal:
seeure and the peace preserved,

All this will not be fnished in the first
onc hundred days. Nor will i be finished
in the first one thousand days, nor in the life
of this Adwministration, nor even perhaps in
our lilctime on this planct. But let us
begin,

In your hands, my fellow citizens, more
than mine, will rest the final success or fajl-
ure of our course.  Since this country was
founded, cach generation of Americans has
been summoned to give testimony to its na.
tional loyalty,  The graves of young Ameri-
cans who answered the call to service
surround the globe,

Now the teumpet summons us again—
not as a call to bear arms, though arms e
need—not as a call to battle, though em-
battled we are—but a call to bear the burden
of along twilight strugule, year in and year
out, “rejoicing in hope, patient in tribuly.
tion"—a steugple against the common enc.
mics of man: tyranny, poverty, discase and
war itself,

Can we forge against these enemics g

‘grand and glol] alliance, North and South,

East and West, thar can assure amore fruit
ful life for all mankind? Will you join in
that historic ¢Tore?

[ the long history of the world, only 4
fevww venerat s have bee granted the role
tewr penerations have been sranted the role
of defending freedom ju s hour of rmaxi.
mumn danger. T do nor shrink from s

""" Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Pfesidential Library -
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T ;wmuibiiil)f—»-l welcome it T do not be-
1o ve that any of us would exchange places
woathany other 1‘»-.'_‘(1])1C or any other pencra-
The cncrgy, the faith, the devotion
which we bring to (his endeavor will light
ot country and all who scrve it—and the
slow from that five can truly light the vorld.

And so, my fcllow Americans: ask not

fi0fle

what your country can Jo for yon»—»;ls.]; what
you can do for your country.
My fellow citizens of the world: ask not
ohat America will do for you, but what
1opether we can Jo for the frecdom of man.
Finally, whether you are citizens of Amer-
citizens of the world, asle of us here

i or
| standards of strength and

the same higl

Cblessing

Jan. 21 [2]

cacrifice which we ask of you. With a good
nee our only sore reward, with his-
tory the final judge of our deeds, let us go
forth to lead the land we love, acking 11is
and His help, but knowing that
here on carth God’s work must truly be our

conscic

own.
worr: The Presiden qpolie at 12152 p.m. from a
front of the Capitol.

piatform aected at the cat
eos the oath of office

Immediately before the addi
was adminiutered by Chicf Justice Warren.

The President’s opening wol ds "Reverend Cleigy”
Eminence Richard Cardinal Cushing,
Archbishop of Bostons s Emincnce Archbishop
Jakovos, head of the Gieck Archdiocese of North
and South America; the Reverend Dr. John Parclay,
pastor of the Central Christian Church, Austin, Tex.;
and Rabbi Dr. Nelson Glueck, President - of the
11chrew Union College, Cincinnati, Ohio.

referred to His
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SECRET

January 8, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT-ELECT

From: Henry A. Kissinger

This is just a reminder that you agreed to include
in your Inaugural Address some statement to the
effect that we believe in open lines of communica-
tion to Moscow.

As we discussed on Saturday, I shall tell my

Soviet contact that on January 17 this will be
done.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JANUARY 20, 1969

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

INAUGURAL ADDRESS
OF
PRESIDENT RICHARD M. NIXCN
THE CAPITOL

12:16 P.M. EST

Senator Dirksen, Mr. Chief Justice, Mr. Vice
President, President Johnson, Vice President Humphrey, My
Fellow Americans -~ and my fellow citizens of the world
community:

I ask you to share with me today the majesty of
this moment. In the orderly transfer of power, we celebrate
the unity that keeps us free.

Each moment in history is a fleeting time, precious
and unique. But some stand out as moments of beginning, in
which courses are set that shape decades or centuries.

This can be such a moment.

Forces now are converging that make possible, for
the first time, the hope that many of man's deepest aspira-
tions can at last be realized. The spiraling pace of change
allows us to contemplate, without our own lifetime, advances
that once would have taken centuries.

In throwing wide the horizons of space, we have
discovered new horizons on earth.

For the first time, because the people of the world
want peace, and the leaders of the world are afraid of war,
the times are on the side of peace.

Eight years from now America will celebrate its
200th Anniversary as a nation. Within the lifetime of most
people now living, mankind will celebrate that great new
year which comes only once in a thousand years -- the begin-
ning of the Third Millennium.

What kind of a nation we will be, what kind of a
world we will live in, whether we shape the future in the
image of our hopes,; is ours to determine by our actions and
our choices.

The greatest honor history can bestow is the title
of peacemaker. This honor now beckons America =-- the chance
to help lead the world at last out of the valley of . turmoil
and onto that high ground of peace that man has dreamed of
since the dawn of civilization.

If we succeed, generations to come will say of us now
living that we mastered our moment, that we helped make the
world safe for mankind.

This is our summons to greatness.

MORE
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I believe the American people are ready to answer
this call.

The second third of this century has been a time
of proud achievement. We have made enormous strides in
science and industry and agriculture. We have shared our
wealth more broadly than ever. We have learned at last to
manage a modern economy to assure its continued growth.

We have given freedom new reach. We have begun to
make its promise real for black as well as for white.

We see the hope of tomorrow in the youth of today.
I know 2America's youth. I beltieve in them. We can be proud
that they are better educated, more committed, more passion-
ately driven by conscience than any generation in our history.

MORE
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No people has ever been so close to the achievement
of a just and abundant society, or so possessed of the will
to achieve it. And because our strengths are so great, we can
afford to appraise our weaknesses with candor and to approach
them with hope.

Standing in this same place a third of a century ago,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt addressed a nation ravaged by depression
and gripped in fear. He could say in surveying the nation's
troubles: "They concern, thank God, only material things."

Our crisis today is in reverse.

We have found ourselves rich in goods, but ragged in
spirit; reaching with magnificent precision for the moon, but
falling into raucous discord on earth.

_ We are caught in war, wanting peace. We are torn by
division, wanting unity. We see around us empty lives, wanting
fulfillment. We see tasks that need doing, waiting for hands
to do them.

To a crisis of the spirit, we need an answer of the
spirit.

And to find that answer, we need only look within our-
selves.

When we listen to "the better angels of our nature,”
we find that they celebrate the simple things, the basic
things -~ such a goodness, decency, love, kindness.

Greatness comes in simple trappings.

The simple things are the ones most needed today if we
are to surmount what divides us, and cement what unites us.

To lower our voices would be a simple thing.

In these difficult years, America has suffered from
a fever of words; from inflated rhetoric that promises more
than it can deliver; from angry rhetoric that fans discontents
into hatreds; from bombastic rhetoric that postures instead
of persuading.

We cannot learn from one another until we stop
shouting at one another -- until we speak quietly enough so
that our words can be heard as well as our voices.

For its part, government will listen. We will strive
to listen in new ways -- to the voices of guiet anguish, the
voices that speak without words, the voices of the heart --
tc the injured voices, the anxious voices, the voices that
have despaired of being heard.

Those who have been left out, we will try to bring in.
Those left behind, we will help to catch up.
For all of our people, we will set as our goal

the decent order that makes progress possible and our lives

secure.,

MORE
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As we reach toward our hopes, our task is to build
on what has gone before -- not turning away from the old, but
turning toward the new.

In this past third of a century, government has passed
more laws, spent more money, initiated more programs, than
in all our previous history.

In pursuing our goals of full employment, better
housing, excellence in education; in rebuilding our cities and
improving our rural areas; in protecting our environment and
enhancing the quality of life; in all these and more, we will
and must press urgently forward.

We shall plan now for the day when our wealth can
be transferred from the destruction of war abroad to the
urgent needs of our people at home.

The American dream does not come to those who fall
asleep.

But we are approaching the limits of what government
alone can do. )

Our greatest need now is to reach beyond government,
to enlist the legions of the concerned and the committed.

What has to be done, has to be done by government
and people together or it will not be done at all. The lesson
of past agony is that without the people we can do nothing;
with the people we can do everything.

To match the magnitude of our tasks, we need the
energies of our people -- enlisted not only in grand enter-
prises, but more importantly in those small, splendid efforts
that make headlines in the neighborhood newspaper instead of
the national journal.

With these, we can build a great cathedral of the
spirit -- each of us raising it one stone at a time, as he
reaches out to his neighbor, helping, caring, doing.

I do not offer a life of uninspiring ease. I do
not call for a life of grim sacrifice. I ask you to join
in a high adventure -- one as rich as humanity itself, and
exciting as the times we liwve in.

The essence of freedom is that each of us shares
in the shaping of his own destiny.

Until he has been part of a cause larger than himself,

no man is truly whole.

MORE
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The way to fulfillment is in the use of our talents.
We achieve nobility in the spirit that inspires that use.

As we measure what can be done, we shall promise
only what we know we can produce, but as we chart our goals,
we shall be lifted by our dreams.

No man can be fully free while his neighbor is
not. To go forward at all is to go forward together.

This means black and white together, as one nation,
not two. The laws have caught up with our conscience. What
remains is to give life to what is in the law: to insure at
last that as all are born equal in dignity before God, all
are born equal in dignity before man.

As we learn to go forward together at home, let
us also seek to go forward together with all mankind.

Let us take as our goal: where peace is unknown,
make it welcome; where peace is fragile, make it strong;
where peace is temporary, make it permanent.

After a period of confrontation, we are entering an
era of negotiation.

Let all nations know that during this Administration
our lines of communication will be open.

We seek an open world -- open to ideas, open to
the exchange of goods and people, a world in which no people,
great or small, will live in angry isolation.

We cannot expect to make everyone our friend, but
we can try to make no one our enemy.

Those who would be our adversaries, we invite to a
peaceful competition -- not in conquering territory or ex-
tending dominion, but in enriching the life of man.

As we explore the reaches of space, let us go to
the new worlds together -~ not as new worlds to be conquered,
but as a new adventure to be shared.

With those who are willing to join, let us cooperate
to reduce the burden of arms, to strengthen the structure of
peace, to lift up the poor and the hungry.

But to all those who would be tempted by weakness,
let us leave no doubt that we will be as strong as we need
to be for as long as we need to be.

Over the past 20 years, since I first came to this
Capital as a freshman Congressman, I have visited most of
the nations of the world. I have come to know the leaders
of the world, and the great forces, the hatreds, the fears
that divide the world.

I know that peace does not come through wishing
for it -- that there is no substitute for days and even years
of patient and prolonged diplomacy.

MORE
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I also know the people of the world.

I have seen the hunger of a homeless child, the
pain of a man wounded in battle, the grief of a mother who
has lost her son. I know these have no ideology, no race.

I know America. I know the heart of America is
good.

I speak from my own heart, and the heart of my
country, the deep concern we have for those who suffer, and
those who sorrow.

I have taken an oath today in the presence of
God and my countrymen to uphold and defend the Constitution
of the United States. To that oath I now add this sacred
commitment: I shall consecrate my office, my energies, and
all the wisdom I can summon to the cause of peace among nations.

Let this message be heard by strong and weak alike:

The peace we seek -- the peace we seek to win -- is
not victory over any other people, but the peace that comes
"with healing in its wings"; with compassion for those who
have suffered; with understanding for those who have opposed
us; with the opportunity for all the peoples of this earth
to choose their own destiny.

Only a few short weeks ago we shared the glory of
man's first sight of the world as God sees it, as a single
sphere reflecting light in the darkness.

As the APOLLO Astronauts flew over the moon's gray
surface on Christmas eve, they spoke to us of the beauty of
earth -- and in that voice so clear across the lunar distance,
we heard them invoke God's blessing on its goodness.

In that moment, their view from the moon moved poet
Archibald MacLeish to write: "To see the earth as it truly
is, small and blue and beautiful in that eternal silence
where it floats, is to see ourselves as riders on the Earth
together, brothers in that bright loveliness in the eternal
cold -- brothers who know now they are truly brothers."

In that moment of surpassing technological triumph,
men turned their thoughts toward home and humanity -- seeing
in that far perspective that man's destiny on earth is not
divisible; telling us that however far we reach into the
cosmos, our destiny lies not in the stars but on earth it-
self, in our own hands, in our own hearts.

We have endured a long night of the American spirit.
But as our eyes catch the dimness of the first rays of dawn,
let us not curse the remaining dark. Let us gather the light.

Our destiny offers not the cup of despair, but the
chalice of opportunity. So let us seize it not in fear, but
in gladness -- and, "riders on the Earth together," let us
go forward, firm in our faith, steadfast in our purpose,
cautious of the dangers; but sustained by our confidence in the
will of God and the promise of man.

END (AT 12:35 P.M. EST)
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