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1973 S[P ? I // .... : PM 5 n_3 
V DEPA r~n,; ENT OF ST/WE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mrs. Nixon 

FROM: Bill Codus 

RE: African Visit 

WASHINGTON 

September 19, 1973 

Last week I spoke to you regarding a trip 
to the drought-stricken area of central Africa. 

After research on the subject, I can only 
conclude that it is a mission whose timing and impact 
are perfect for what you do best. The area consists 
of six countries: Senegal, Mauritania, Mali, Upper 
Volta, Niger and Chad, encompassing over 23 million 
people, of which well over one raillion· are directly 
affected. At the same time tens of thousands are in 
imminent danger of dying of starvation~ 

It would be a people-to-people trip which 
would focus world-·wide attention to an area otherwise 
not even thought of. The drought is still continuing 
and the worst is yet to come . So, as the President's 
best emissary, it would show the concern and empathy 
the President . has for ~his desperate a~ea. Also it 
would persuade the world powers to address themselves 
to the problems of relief and enlist the help of 
private organizations otherwise untapped. 

Importantly, it is also something the A..~e rican 
people need at this time. They are weary of the 
political traumas stretched out by the Congress and press. 
They need a cause outside themselves, something to focus 
on. Your trip g~ves them this cause, directing press and 
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public opinion away from a fall of political attacks and 
onto a very desperate area. As to media or anti-American 
sentiments, you can only juC:ge for yourself the enthusiasm 
with which you were received in Africa both by the press 
and the people themselves a year and a half ago. 

Upon your return, a totally news captivatin0 
t,.-,ist would be to personally report your findings to the 
UN. 

My proposal, briefly, is that you fly directly to 
Dakar, Senegal, staying two nights so as to acclimate the 
party, then continuing to each of the five other countries, 
staying a night in each. A general plan would be to fly 
to the country in the morning, meet briefly_ at luncheon 
with the government leaders, and in the afternoon visit some 
of the affected areas, leaving the evenings free. The 
trip would extend some eight days, going first to Senegal, 
then Mauritania, Mali, Upper Volta, Niger and Chad. From 
Chad you would fly back out to the Canary Islands for a day's 
rest stop and then home. 

I hope that you give this serious consideration. 
It would surely give a needed lift to the pitiful problem, 
exposing the world to it and increasing the relief potential. 
It would also give America a needed lift. : 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wuhlniiton. 0.C. 20520 

September 21, 1973 

Memorandum for: NSC Secretariat 
The White House 

Subject: Reply to Telegram to Mr. Kissinger 
from The Reverend Jesse Jackson 

Attached is one copy each of the telegram and 
letter sent by Assistant Secretary of State Newsom 
in reply to Reverend Jackson's September • 6 telegram 
to Mr. Kissinger requesting USG assistance in trans-
porting drought relief supplies for Africa that were 
donated by PUSH. 

Attachments: 

Copy of telegram 
Copy of letter 

. . 
... (t·. ·_ , Sc~ /c· Z-- .:- l t.. ___,l,-L .--\,__ · 

Secretariat Staff 

{same text) . . 
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Departil1e11t of State 

PAGE 01 STATE 186927 

2'1 
ORIGIN Af.,.18 

UNCL.ASSlFlfD 

DRAFTED 8Y AF/W:JwVINCENT:LB 
9/18/73 EXT. ~3395 
AP?knVEU ~y AF w MR~ ~EWSO~ 
PriA/FD~C:MCCL~Rt(UQ~FT) 
fHA/FORC:KYbACK (DRAFT) 
Af/w:ORAGGR£Y 
AFR:CdRO~N (DRAFT) 
AF-A~1d 0 w!Ti'1AN 
O~A/?UB;JtROSENTHAL (INFO) 

R !923392 SEP 73 
FM-· SECS TA~-E 1,1 A$tiiJC 

-. . - .. -- .. 

TO THc ~EV~kEN~ JtSSE L. JACKSQ~ PRESIDENT 

~12389 

OPERATION PUSn Y3~ EAST 50TH STREET CHICAGO ILLINOIS 

UNCLAS ~TATE 186927 

E • 9_ l 1 6 5 2 : N I A. 
TAGS: 
SUBJECT: 

I HAVE BEEN ASKt.0 TO REPLY TO YOUR SFPTEMbErt 6 TELEGRAM 
TO SECRt.TARY OF STATE-OESir,NATE KISSINGER RE.GARO_ING THE 
DELIVERY TO AFRICA GF DROUGHT RELIEF SUPPLIES COL~ECTED 
RY PUSHCI 

THE UQ50 GOVERNr)if:NT DESIRES TO Ac;sJ~T ·PUSH IN MAKING 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE TRANSPURTATTON Jf YOUR DONATED 
C O M t-1 0 tH T I c. S F u R Tl IE S A H c L O i ,\ •1 ~I t. ;: r Y T O R E P OR T T H A T 
THE PROol~MS IN~OLV~D IN PROVIDING Tli1S ~XTRAOROINARY 
ASSISTANC~ ARt ALMOST SOLVED A~O THE RELIEF SUPPLIESg 
WHICH A~E TANGidLE EVIDENCE OF THE PERSGNAL CONCERN OF -
P~IVATE AMERICAN CilIZENS FOR AFPICA'S DROUGHT VICTIMS, 
WILL ARtHVE IN ..-EST AFRICA FOR DTSTRIBIITION TO THE 

UNCLASSIF'!ED 
, 

I 

I 
1 n 

I 
I 
I 
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uepartnzent of 3tate 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE ~2 STATE 186927 

INTENDED KECIPit~TS. 

BAS~O ON TYE I~VENTORY LIST YOUR STAFF PROVIDED~ AID 
INFORMED kFGlSTtRED AMERICAN VOLU~TARY AGENCIES, _ 
PRIVATE SHIPPING ~!kMS, A!RLI~ES, ANn OTHERS OF PUSH'S 
nESIRE TO OdTAI~ fRtE .TRANSPORT TO THE SAHEL ANO TO REFER 
INTERiSTEO 1NOIV1DUALS TO YOUR hEA~QUARTFRS. THROUGH 
THESE FXTENSTVf CO NTACTS, AID AkQA~GFD FOR THE ALL 
TRANSPORT C~RGO COMPA~Y TU PREPAPE YOUR S~PPLIFS 
FOR SH1P~~NT BY SEA, AND FOR THE1R ~ELIVE~Y TO NEW YORK 
FOR LOADING AoOARG THE SIS UEMURRA, WHICH _ IS SCHE.OULEO -- --
TU SAIL FOR OAKAR, SENEGAL ON OCTOBt~ 12~ 

SlNCEt-iEL '( I 

OAVIn D~ NEWS0'-1 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR 
AFRICAN AfFA1RS RUSH 

UNCLASSIFIED 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washlneton, D.C. 20520 

, 

September 19, 1973 

Dear Reverend Jackson: 

I have been asked to reply to your September 6 
telegram to Secretary of State-designa te Kissinger 
regarding the delivery to Africa of drought relief 
supplies collected by PUSH. 

The U.S. Government desires to assist PUSH in 
making arrangements for the transportati9n of your 
donated commodities for the Sahel. I am happy to 
report that the problems involved in providing this 
extraordina ry assistance are almost solved and the 
relief supplies, which are tangible evidence of the 
personal concern of private American citizens for 
Africa's drought victims, will arrive in West Africa 
for distribution to the intended recipients. 

Based on t he inventory list your staff provided, 
AID informe d registe red American vcluntary ag e ncies, 
private shipping firms, airlines, and others of PUSH's 
desire to obtain fre e transport to the Sahel and to 
refer inte rested individual s to your headquarters. 
Through these extensive contacts, AID arranged for 
the All Transport Cargo Company to prepare your donated 
supplies for shipment by sea, and for their delivery 
to New York for loading aboard the S/S Demurra, which 
is scheduled to sail for Dakar, Senegal on October 12. 

Sincerely, 

JJ:nQ)£.~ 
David D. Newsom · 

Assistant Secretary for · 
African Affairs 

The Re vere nd Jesse L. Jackson, 
President, 

Operation PUSII, ·--... 930 ·East .. 50th Street, 
Chicago, Illinois 

I · 
J 
t 

J 



MORE THAN $92,000 and 65 at a press conierence during th 
tons of food ·and medical sup- final day of .tll?.: PUSH " 
plies have. been raised for the ' . " e. ition. e co erence 
drought-stricken West ,African was also atten ed by Stanley F"' .. 
nations of Senegal, 11/Iali,. Chad, Scott, a _, special ·.assistant· ..to 
Upper Voita,,..,and.-Mauritania., President -Nixon ·s. · , a·,;;~~ 

I , '.,i,.,.,,y. ! ,$ the Rev:, Jes.sa Jackson.,;. an- ,. } ,, 
· THE''REV--·Mr. Jaekso-noun_ced yesterday: •-,;,-:_-. -· ,.,_ credited Scott with helping t 

The Rev. Mr- Jackson, the make arrangements for tran.s-
president; or· Operation., P,USH porting the food and medical 
[People- United · to,; Save---·Hu- supplies·to West Africa. He ex 
manity], · !.aid, the fund-raising. plained that this- did not · -in 
effort was the-work -of '.'a,coali- volve- ,. a financial; contribution 
tion of persons and, organiza- f th 
lions" with PUSH .acting ·_as a rom. e -g~vernment,.;.but-lo . 

. -~~"':: ........ tical ·h-.e:l.pJmfilling~unused 
catalyst. .... ,,.,,b· ,;:ft,.? ,space on ships and planes: 

His ann~~ment w~~DlJ-de , Also present a,t the press- e 
'· - , • -.,.;i·, • ~, -~- :''.''t--,1'! · _. . .:," · ference were--Abdoulaye Diallor 

the amb"~ador of Niger; "an 
a representative of the ~bassy 
of Mali. Diallo- said thru an ·in-
terpreter that "if _the financia 
and 'industrial concems·of the. 

·\'iorld are alerted. to ,the· ca 
trophe~ that-menaces Africa 
they may.cinstil.ute, a nevr-Mar. 
shall Plan. to help,us.' ~4-,Y-"'";i 
' The Rev; Mr. Jackson pr . 

the e'xposition and the relie 
I effort. "We know our roots ar 
I • • • i long and have- th e-1 r origin 
' across the w a t e r s. In that 
sense, we -are deeply ·honored 
by the presence of our original 
brothers who- have -made th.is· a 
t r u e homecoming for black 
Americans.'' 

rmcnitt
Text Box
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I I J FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

EP ERT i 

()JfUH I~ Q.',oAl /7).C - - -_: 

\ . 

ROU¢ ICK AF CA:t:TIONS 
'S:ZX 

dhe concern expressed by the American people over the threat 

of mass starvation in six drought-stricken African nations bordering 

the Sahara Desert has brought world attention to focus on this critical 

problem. 

Considerable impetus has come from the Black community, 

which has been aroused by the struggle of a people with an unceasing 

will to survive in a harsh environment. 

United States voluntary agencies and humanitarian groups 

specially organized to collect relief donations for Africa are playing 

a leading role in a massive international effort which has sent 

millions of pounds of food flowing into the region. 

Earlier fears of millions of deaths from starvation in the Sahel 

(Sub-Sahara) region have been dispelled, but a disaster situation 

will remain for at least the coming year. 

Emergency assistance to the six countries -- Senegal, 

Mauritania, Mali, Upper Volta, Niger and Chad -- from all sources 

has risen to nearly $154 million. The United States has provided 

over $47 million, including 256,000 tons of food. Other U.S. aid 
( ~ 
------- - . has consisted of payment for airlifts, blankets, tarpaulins for use 



j 

Olio < 

~--·- ,· 

'1l 
l> 
jJ 
'r: 
/ 



-2-

as shelters, medical supplies, vitamins, water trucks, and cash 

grants. 

C 011 sielc I able i111pe ta s l1a s c 0111c £1 0111 Ll±c :0l& s~, e 0111111a1titfJ-, , 

--which h1 e "been a1 OU6td :sy bk@ ,~ie~•~)~ 2£ • p2 2pJ@ i.• MiM. u•o o&eing 

st1agglc to sat vice i±r a ltdi§li @11ei1011111c11t. c.___ 
PUSH (People United to Save Humanity) waged a campaign 

for food donations, which with the assistance of AID (Agency for 

International Development) were shipped from New York in October. 

AF RIC ARE, a new organization, is channeling its contributions to 

needy people of the Sahel. AFRICARE recently received a $30,000 

grant from AID to assistk,in its operations. 

Other Black organizations actively engaged in the effort include 

the National Office of Black Catholics, Congress of African People, 

National Welfare Rights Organization and African Studies Association. 

~---:/he emergency is not over for many of the 25 million people in 

the region known as the Sahel, but massive relief efforts continue. 

Much needed rain has brought ample relief to some areas. 

Other areas have received enough rain to assure a moderate easing 

of the drought, while some areas have had no rain, or too little, 

too late. 
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Airlifts are being continued in order to reach hungry people 

in remote areas. The United States, through the Agency for 

International Development, has provided funds for a new airlift 

in Mauritania and Mali. 

Other transportation bottlenecks are being solved. The rail-

road running from the port of Dakar, to Bamako, the land-locked 

capital of Mali, has more than tripled its tonnage. 

An AID-financed team of epidemologists from the Center for 

Disease Control in Atlanta, Ga., has assessed nutritional needs, 

especially those of mothers and children. AID sent medicines, 

vitamins and CSM, the cor';j,,soya ... m~gh-protein blend to 

combat severe malnutrition found to be widely spread. Dried 

milk has been shipped into the affected areas by other donors. 

The Food and Agriculture Organizations of the United Nations 

has organized an International Food Needs Assessment Team which 

is studying what future emergency food will be needed after this year's 

harvest is in~d for Peace commodities will be allotted when 

future needs are determined. 

U.S. economist and agriculture and scientific technicians are 

focusing on the complex proble~tting the area back on its feet. 
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Stanley S. Scott, Special Assistant to the President, has indicated 

a commitment on behalf of the Administration to continue massive 

relief efforts and the implementation of programs de signed to facilitate 

continued emergency assistance in expectation of another 

sub-standard harvest; 

recovery investments to help farmers and live stock herders 

to get back on their feet, and to increase the capacities of the people 

and governments of the region to cope with their problems; 

-- medium term programs to protect the fragile ecology in 

anticipation of revival of longer term development programs; 

research into longer term development possibilities. 

# # # 
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' FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE OCTOBER 28, 1973 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

ST AT EMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

John P. Saylor was a Congressman of exceptional stature. During nearly 
a quarter of a century of service in the House of Representatives he 
rose to stand among the top rank of his party in seniority and earned 
the high esteem of colleagues on both sides of the aisle. Long before 
the issues of conservation, natural resources and environmental quality 
came to fashion, he was helping to.shape wise national policy for these 
vital concerns. His Pennsylvania constituents came to trust him 
implicitly for faithful representation of their interest and needs and 
we in Washington learned to count on him for unflagging legislative 
responsibility, independence and integrity. 

Mrs. Nixon joins me in mourning the loss of a former House colleague, 
long-time friend and dedicated public servant whose death bereaves all 
Americans. 

# # # 
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ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 1, 1973 

MEMORANDUM FOR: SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY KISSINGER 

D~~PARKER FROM: 

The President has asked Mrs. Nixon, and she has agreed, 
to undertake a trip to the drought stricken areas of 
Africa sometime in the next six weeks. By copy of this 
memorandum the following individuals are requested to 
put together a detailed proposal that will be presented 
to the President that will outline the itinerary, logis-
tics, substance, and media plan for this trip by the 
close of business Wednesday, October 3rd. 

William Codus, Deputy Chief of Protocol, Department 
of State will be responsible for the itinerary 
and logistics of Mrs. Nixon's trip. 

Maurice Williams, Deputy Director, AID will be 
responsible for the development of the sub-
stantive items that Mrs. Nixon will need for 
her various meetings with the African officials. 

Stan Scott, Special Assistant to the President, will 
be responsible for coordinating the impact of 
Mrs. Nixon's trip with the Black community. 

Helen Smith, Mrs. Nixon's Press Secretary, will be 
responsible for coordinating the announcement 
of Mrs. Nixon's trip with the above mentioned 
individuals and will be responsible for working 
with Mr. Codus in development of the press entou-
rage that will accompany Mrs. Nixon on her trip. 

This proposal should receive your approval before it is 
transmitted to the President. Once the proposal is approv-
ed, it will be turned over for implementation by Mr. Codus 
as tour director. 

Mr. Codus will continue to keep Major General Scowcroft and 
me informed of all developments so we in turn can keep the 
President informed of its progress. 

cc: Stan Scott 



October 3, 1973 

MEMORANDUM FOR: HELEN SMITH 

STAN SCOTT FROM: 

RE: African Trip 

In laying the groundwork for the proposed trip to the 
drought-stricken area of central Africa, I would recommend that we 
initiate the f ollowing media initiatives to create the desired positive 
domes tic atmosphere . .) : !

6 
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R:EDOMMENDATIONS : r::. 
( I . Nationwide dissemination of release on Mrs . Nixon's _ 

-----

acceptance of Honorary Chairmanship of Nov . 30yh benefit . 

Two-minute film strip of Mrs . Nixon launching national 
voluntary effort. 

III .Agency for International Tievelopment release to nation's 
L--- media outlining what U.S . has done/is doing in west Africa •• • 

WE'RE OUT IN FRONT . Use black and white photographs of grain 
entering Daka .Mrs . Nixo 1s role in AID release . 

IV . Send rad1o~copy o elec ronic me 1a just as we 
rint media . ------

V/ Recommend that President make announcement of his number 
one Ambassador ' s trip during meeting with Africa ' s 
representative from the Upper Volta who will be in Washington 
Oct . 12 . This representative has been selec ted by the six 
drought- striclfen countries to represent them. Hopefully, the 
President will be able to meet with the Upper Volta rep . 

l I . Request that Peace Corps and Defense crank out releases on 
their positive roles in this crisis . P/Corps digging wells 
and Defense sending planes into area,etc •.•.• •• 

VI_. _B_r_i_e_fing of ~:~~n_. ~r_i:~~ ---~ 
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THE Wl-ilTE HOUSE 

DAVID PARKER ~-
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WASHINGTON 

October 3, 1973 

HELEN Mt3''CAIN SMITH 

MEDIA AND PUBLIC RELATIONS SUGGESTIONS FOR MRS. NIXON 1S 
TRIP TO AFRICA 

Initial announcement 

Option A.) 

,,. 

Option B.) 

October 10, 1973- The President would appear in the 
West Press Lobby following Jerry Warren 1 s regular 
morning press briefing. He would be accompanied 
by Mrs. Nixon. He would make the announcement 
with appropriate ren1arks (i.e. Mrs. Nixon being his best 
ambassador, etc.). We are suggesting October 10th 
because Mrs. Nixon is hosting a reception for Mrs. 
Houphouet -Boigny, wife of the President of the Ivory 
Coast that afternoon at 3:30 p. m. (Guests will be 
wives of the African ambassadors, congressional 
leader s , etc.) We would recommend an unannounced 
Pre siclential drop-by, with brief, inforrnal remarks 
by him to the guests. Opb on A has the advantage of 
n1axin1 111n press coverage, with coverage for both 
AM and PM editions. 

October 12 ejr 13- The President \vould rr1ake an 
appearance following J e rryr s regular press briefing, 
accornpanied by Mrs. Nixon and President Lan1izana, 
President of Upper Volta. -The President would 
explain that he had been meeting with President 
Lamizana who has presented the Sahal 1 s drought 
problems to the United Nations General Assem.bly 
and that he wanted to take this opportunity to announce 
that he i s asking Mrs. Nixon to be his official 
representative on a trip to West and Central Africa. 

Simultaneous detailed rdease 011 Ivr rs. Nixon 1 s trip-- would includC' 



\ THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

reasun for trip, rnaps, background of countries to be visited, plans for Mrs. 
Nixon 1 s fund raising efforts (TV --radio spots, etc.), recap of pat:it 11umanitarian 
trips, number of rn.iles logged, etc. 

III. Radio-TV spots by Mrs. Nixon to be aired as public se:rv1ce announcernents. 
1v1rs. Nixon would explain the need,and appeal to the American public for its support. 

IV. Periodic, informal briefings for press to be involved, to keep them up-to-date 
on plans for the trip and answer their questions. 

V. Public relations suggestions 

la. Tea or reception for national leaders of worn en rs c1 v1c and service groups 
(AAUW, General Federation of Womens Club, etc.) to enlist the aid of 
their chapters across the country. lvlrs. Nixon would make brie.( remarks 
at the reception, explaining her concern and asking the organi,:ations for 
their help. (Information packets could be prepared for diss em.ination at 
that time or for later distributi on to the groups, and a White House staff 
member 1night be designated to coordinate requests from the groups for 
information.) 

lb. Reception for youth organizations (DECA, FFA, Future Horn.ernakers, 
etc. ). w1rs. Nixon would appear with Julie Eisenhov,;er, and JuLe \vould 
r:nake brief remarks appealing to their organizations for suppo.n. 

le. To err1phasize the international cooperation on this project we would 
rccornmend an event involving ?v1rs. Nixon \Vi th the International Red 
Cross and sorne of the wives of arnbassa.dors to countries also :lnvolved 
i11 the project. lvln,. Nixon could spend a half-hour at a Red Cross 
Volunteer site with the a.rr:J:iassador 1 s wives, helping pack boxes of 
n1aterial being sent to the stricken areas. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 3, 1973 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Meeting on Monday at 10:30 AM with Kenneth E. 
Jenkins, Chairman of the Match Institute 

White House Attendees: Dana Mead 
Stan Scott 
Mike Duval 

Mr. Jenkins covered the following areas: 

1. There is a need for technical assistance for local, minority, elected 
officials. The problem is that the HUD 701 money cannot go directly 
to the cities under 50, 000 and must go to the states. In the south, 
the states won't pass thru this money to black mayors, hence the 
problem. 

2. The Technical Assistance people in HUD have been cut back. There 
staff has been reduced from 36 to 6. These people have been help-
ful to black minority business men. 

3. The Howard University School of Business and Public Administration 
is completely off track. Now EDA claims that it is not an eligible 
project and therefore they do not have funding to go forward with 
their building program. 

4. They do not' feel that DOT' s minority program is adequate. Their 
main problem is that because there is no retraining etc., their 
minority construction people do not qualify for transportation projects. 

Mr. Jenkins stated he would get us additional information concerning the 
Howard University problem and would take up the DOT matter directly 
with the Department. 

I will be having lunch with Jim Lynn within the next week and I will raise the 
Howard University matter with him since he was involved in the initial 
negotiations. Perhaps Tod Bullin can look into HUD Technical Assistance 
people problem and also the difficulty of getting some 701 money directly 
to mayors. 

cc: Dana Mead 
Tod Bullin 
Stan Scott 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 31, 1973 

Dear Editor: 

You are aware, I am sure, of the disaster situation in the six 
drought-stricken countries of the Sahara. 

The devastation and dislocations of the drought have been 
immense. These countries -- already among the poorest in 
the world - - have experienced staggering losses in crops and 
livestock. Nevertheless, widespread starvation has been 
averted. Relief food and medical supplies from the U.S. are 
reaching those for whom they were destined in the cities, 
villages, and remote areas of Sahel Africa. 

Without our help, millions would have died of starvation. 
Emergency assistance from all sources has been about 
$154 million, of which the U.S. alone contributed over 
$4 7 million. 

Knowing of your ongoing concern in keeping abreast of this 
situation, I am attaching a news release and photos which I 
hope will be of interest to you and your readers. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

~1¥ 
Special Assistant 
to the President 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

U.S. OUT FRONT IN DROUGHT RELIEF EFFORTS 
TO AVERT MASS STARVATION IN AFRICAN NATIONS 

WASHINGTON, D. C. --- The concern expressed by the 
l 

American people over the threat of mass starvation in six 

drought-stricken African nations bordering the Sahara Desert 

has brought world attention to focus on this critical problem. 

Considerable impetus has come from the Black community 

which has been aroused by the struggle of a people with an unceasing 

will to survive in a harsh environment. 

United States voluntary agencies and humanitarian groups 

specially organized to collect relief donations for Africa are 

playing a leading role in a massive international effort which has 

sent millions of pounds of food flowing into the region. 

Earlier fears of millions of deaths from starvation in the 

Sahel (Sub-Sahara) region have been dispelled, but a disaster 

situation will remain for at least the coming year. 

Emergency assistance to the six countries - - Senegal, a: 

Mauritania, Mali, Upper Volta, Niger and Chad -- from all 
~I!) 
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sources has risen to nearly $154 million. The United States has 

provided over $47 million, including 256,000 tons of food. Other 
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U.S. aid has consisted of payment for airlifts, blankets, tarpaulins 

for use as shelters, medical supplies, vitamins, water trucks, and 

cash grants. 

PUSH (People United to Save Humanity) waged a campaign 

for food donations, which with the assistance of AID (Agency for 

International Development) were shipped from New York in October. 

AFRICARE, a new organization, is channeling its contributions to 

needy people of the Sahel. AFRICARE recently received a $30,000 

grant from AID to assist in its operations. 

Other Black organizations actively engaged in the effort include 

the National Office of Black Catholics, Congress of African People, 

National Welfare Rights Organization and African Studies Association. 

The wives of the Ambassadors of the six drought-stricken 

countries have asked Mrs. Richard Nixon to serve as Honorary 

Chairman of a November 30 benefit to be called "The Desert Ball." 

Mrs. Nixon, one of the few "First Ladies" to visit Africa, has 

firsthand knowledge of many of the problems faced by developing 

nations of Africa. 

The emergency is not over for many of the 25 million people 

in the region known as the Sahel, but massive relief efforts continue. 
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Much needed rain has brought ample relief to some areas. 

Other areas have received enough rain to as sure a mode rate easing 

of the drought, while some areas have had no rain, or too little, 

too late. 

Airlifts are being continued in order to reach hungry people 

in remote areas. The United States, through the Agency for 

International Development, has provided funds for a new airlift 

in Mauritania and Mali. 

Other transportation bottlenecks are being solved. The railroad 

running from the port of Dakar, to Bamako, the land-locked capital 

of Mali, has more than tripled its tonnage. 

An AID-financed team of epidemologists from the Center for 

Disease Control in Atlanta, Ga., has assessed nutritional needs, 

especially those of mothers and children. AID sent medicines, 

vitamins and CSM, the corn-soya-milk, a high-protein blend to 

combat severe malnutrition found to be widely spread. Dried 

milk has been shipped into the affected areas by other donors. 

The Food and Agriculture Organizations of the United Nations 

has organized an International Food Needs Assessment Team which 

is studying what future emergency food will be needed after this 

year's harvest is in. U.S. Food for Peace commodities will be ~-,Olio allotted when future needs are determined. Q < ..., 
< :Ui a: ):, I 
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U.S. economist and agriculture and scientific technicians are 

focusing on the complex problems of putting the area back on its 

feet. 

Stanley S. Scott, Special Assistant to the _President, has 

indicated a commitment on behalf of the Administration to continue 

massive relief efforts and the implementation of programs designed 

to facilitate long range development of the drought-stricken area. 

Maurice J. Williams, President Nixon's Special Coordinator 

for Relief to Sub-Sahara Africa, who recently returned from a 

two-week personal inspection of relief activities in the Sahel, 

summed up the needs as follows: 

continued emergency assistance in expectation of another 

sub-standard harvest; 

recovery investment to help farmers and livestock herders 

to get back on their feet, and to increase the capacities of the people 

and governments of the region to cope with their problems; 

-- medium term programs to protect the fragile ecology in 

anticipation of revival of longer term development programs; 

research into longer term development possibilities. 

# # # 




