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STATEMENT BY RABBI BARUCH KORFF 
ON THE RESIGNATION OF PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON 

AUGUST 8, 1974 FOR RELEASE: 8:30 P.M. 

Wrongfully accused of great evils, haras.sed _for his admitted err..Qrs, President 
Nixon today submitted to the judgment of history. 

The world that has cheered him knows now why he resigned his office: in his 
dedication to the United States, he has spared his country months of anguished 
stalemate. This man, who for 30 years sacrificed everything for America's good, 
now has made the supreme sacrifice. 

We affirm our belief in the President. He will be esteemed by future genera-
tions, the beneficiaries of his dedication to world peace and domestic liberty. 
As he leaves office, Richard Nixon can find solace in the words of his fellow 
Quaker, the poet Whittier, and can confidently claim "The safe appeal of Truth to 
Time." 

For me personally, the past 14 months have been a time of trial and error, 
ioy and sorrow. I have had satisfaction in knowing the greatest peacemaker of 
this century and happiness in close association with his family and with many of 
the Americans who have joined me. 

I have had sorrow too, flowing from a heartbreak that will not heal. However, 
this is now tempered by the awareness that a citizens' movement has been inaugurated, 
ready for combat against future assaults upon our Constitutional form of government. 

__ lve _have_ s_e_en what can happen to a President when the citizenry's access to infor-
mation is controlled by unchecked media giants and manipulated by vested interest 
groups. I urge al 1 Americans to rally to the Presidency, to defend it against 
the onslaughts which its foes wil'l surely mount. The Fairness Movement will 
continue, both as an ongoing reminder of this year's national trauma and as a bulwark 
against the possibility of its repetition in the future. 

TELEGRN,1 TO PRESIDENT GERALD FORD 

Rest assured that the millions of Americans in the Fairness Movement who stood 
loyally by your predecessor will rally to you. We know you will do honor to 
your Office and will stand for all that is best in America. 

As you assume the duties and burdens of the Presidency, I, like all Americans, 
pray that you and your family will be blessed and that our country will prosper 
under your leadership. 

Rabbi Baruch Korff 

I 
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This has been a trying week for us all. Every American would do 
well now to emulate the noble composure and personal serenity of Presi-
dent Nixon, who has consistently spoken with grace and acted with mag-
nanimity. On Tuesday, August 6, the President met in private with 

For Fairness To The Presidency 
Rabbi Korff. As with all his conversations with the President, the Rabbi 
later told inquiring newsmen that he could not divulge to them whatever 
information he had received. 

The next day, Rabbi Korff met for several hours with members of the 
White House staff at the Executive Office Building. His presence there was a subject of intense 
media coverage, and his return to the Washington Headquarters of the Citizens' Committee occasioned 
a frantic onrush by reporters and cameramen. Acceding to their requests for an interview, the 
Rabbi talked at length to reporters in his office. It was then that he urged that all Americans 
immediately communicate to the White House their support for the President. Respecting whatever 
decision President Nixon reached, his admirers could thereby let him know that millions of his 
countrymen were standing with him and, as ever before, were looking to him for direction. The 
resulting outpouring of public sentiment clogged the White House switchboard for days and jammed 
the teletype machine s with supportive telegrams. 

Needless to say, our own office phones have also been busy all week. We have tried to answer 
all the questions and provide all the information we could. We regret that we could not take time 
to talk at length with each of you who called us. In addition, there were innumerable media 
requests for interviews with the Rabbi, both by phone and in person. Within the limitations of a 
24-hour day, we have granted as many of these requests as we could possibly handle. 

When it was announced that the President would speak to the American people at 9:00 Thursday 
evening, our office was again flooded with calls from the televisior. and radio networks. That 
evening, before the President made his magnificent speech, Rabbi Korff was interviewed by both 
the British Broadcasting Corporation and the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. Immediately fol-
lowing the President's announcement, the Rabbi appeared on the Metromedia Network to state his 
reaction to the address and to discuss its impact upon the nation. 

The fol lowing mo·rning, the Rabbi was a guest at President Nixon's 1 ast White House gathering, 
as the President met with his staff and friends to say what we trust will be only a temporary 
good-bye to the arena of government. You probably saw on television the President's moving remarks 
on this occasion. How grandly he demonstrated the old maxim: "True dignity is never gained by 
place, and never lost when honors arc withdrawn"! Immediately thereafter, the ~'resident and his 
family flew to their San Clemente home aboard the Chief Executive's plane, "The Spirit of '76". 
What a fitting title, not only for t;1e aircraft, but also for the man who rode therein, leaving 
behind him the government he had reshaped to better serve the people's will and a nation onc e 
again at peace through his courage and determination. 

What of the future ? When the President's plane arrived in California, he was 
crowd of thousands, singing "God Bless America" and chanting "We love you, We love 
already clear that that is the future for President Nixon and his family. 

greeted by a 
you.'' It i s 

PRESIDENT NIXON'S ADDRESS TO THE NATION 0\/ AUGUST 8,. 1974 
. . . As President I must put the inter-Good evening. 

This is the 37th time I have spoken 
to you from this office in which so 
many decisions have been made that 
shape the history of this nation, 

Each time I have done so to discuss'· 
with you some matters that I believe 
affected the national interest. And all 
the dec-isions I have made in my public 
life I have always tried to do what wo 
best for the nation. 

Throughout the long and difficult 
period of Watergate, I have felt it wa~ 
my duty to persevere; to make ·every 
possible effort to complete the term 
ol office to which you elected me. 

In the past few days, however, it ha, 
become evident to me that I no longer 
have a strong enough political ha~ In , 
the Congress to justify con.tin~ng tha,t 
effort. 

As long, as there was such a: hase, I 
felt strongiy that it was necessary to 
see the constitutional process through 
to its conclusion; that to do otherwise 
would be unftithful to the spirit of that 
deliberately difficult process, 'and a 

dangerously destal>ihzmg precedent for ests of America first. America needs 
the future. f II f · d t d f 11 · But with the disappearance of that a u · ime pres_, en an a •t!me 
base, I now believe that the constitu- C?ngress, particularly at this time 
tional purpose has been served. And with problems we face at home and 
there is no longer a need for the process abroad. 
to be prolonged - To continue to fight through the;,. 

I would have ,preferred to carry months ahead for my personal vifri:• 
through to the finish whatever the per• dication would almost totally absorb{ 
sonal agony it would have involved, the time and attention of_both the 
41\d my family unanimously urg~ nie 
to do so. 

But the interests of the nation must 
always come before any personal r..on• · 
siderations. From the discussions I have 
hid \tith Congressional and other lead-
ers I have concluded that because of 
the Watergate matter I might not have 
the IU1)port of the Congress tha,t I would 
consider necessary to back the very 
difficult decisions and carry -ou( the 
duties of this office in the way the in• 
tereata of the nation will require. · · · 

I HAVE NEVER- been a quitter. 
'To leave office before my term is 
completed is abhorrent to every in-
stinct In my body. 

LANDGREBE AWARDED CARNATION 
OF THE WEEK 

The Fairness Movement is pleased 
to award its weekly carnation to 
Congressman Earl F. Landgrebe of 
Indiana. The reason: Loyal to the last 
he stood by President Nixon and became 
a symbol of Fairness and Courage. 

President and the Congress in a 
period wh_!m our entire focus should 
be on- the great issues of peace 
abroad and prosperity without infla-
tion at home. 

Therefore, I shall resign the presi-
dency effective at noon tomorrow. 

Vice President Ford will be sworn 
in as President at that hour in this 
office. 

As I recall the high hopes for 
America with which we began this 
second term I feel a great sadness 
that I will not be here in this office 
working in your behalf to achieve 
those hopes in the next two and a 
half years. 

But in turning over direction of the 
government" to Vice President Ford, 
I know, as I told the nation when I 
nominated him for that office 10 
months ago, that the leadership of 
America will be in good hands. 

IN PASSING this office to the vice 
president, I also do so with the pro-
found sense of the weight of respon-
sibility that will fall on his shoulders 
tomorrow and, therefore, under-
standing the patience, the coopera-
tion he would need from all. 

As he assumes that responsibility, 
he will deserve the help and the sup-
port of all of us. As we look to the fu-
ture, the first essential is to begin 
healing the wounds of this nation; to 
put the bitterness and the divisions 
of the recent past behind us and to 
rediscover those shared ideals that 
lie at the heart of our strength and 
unity as a great and as a free people. 

By taking this action, I hope that J 
will have hastened the start of that 
process of healing which is so 
desperately needed in America. 

I regret deeply any injuries that 
may have been done in the course of 
the events that led to this decision. I 
would say only that if some of my 
judgments were wrong, and some 
were wrong, they were made in 
what I believed at the time to be the 
best interest of the nation. 

To those who have stood with me 
during these past difficult months, · 
to my family, my friends, to many 
others who joined in supporting my 
cause because they believed it was 
right, I will be eternally grateful for' 
your support. 

And to those who have not felt able 
to give me your support, let me say I 
leave with no bitterness toward 
those who have opposed me, be-
cause all of us, in the final analysis, 
have been concerned with the good 
of the country however our judg-
ments might differ. 

SO, LET US all now join together 
in affirming that common commit-
ment and in helping our new Presi-
dent succeed for the benefit of all 
Americans. 

I shall leave this office with re-
gret at not completing my term, but 
with gratitude for the privilege of 
serving as your President for the 
past 5¾ years. These years have 
been a momentous time in the histo-

ry of our nation and the world. They 
have been a time of achievement in 
which we can all be proud, achieve-
ments that represent the shared ef-
forts of the administration, the Con-
gress and the people. 

But the challenges ahead are 
equally great, and they, too, will re-
quire the support and the efforts of 
the Congress and the people work-
ing in cooperation with the new 
administration. 
· We have ended America's longest 
war, but in the work of securing a 
lasting peace in the world, the goals 
ahead are even more far-reaching 
and more difficult. 

We must complete a structure of 
peace so that it will be said of this 
generation, our generation, of 
Americans, by the people of all na-
tions, not only that we ended one 
war, but that we prevented future 
wars. 

We have unlocked the doors that 
for a quarter of a century stood be-
t ween the United States and the 
People's Republic_of China. 

WE MUST now insure that the 
one quarter of the w01:-ld's people 
who live in the People's Republic of 
China will be and remain not our 
enemies but our friends. 

In the Middle East, one hundred 
million people in the Arab coun-
tries, many of whom have consider-
ed us their enemy for nearly 20 
years, now look on us as their 
friends. We must continue to build 
on that friendship so that peace can 
settle at last over the Middle East 
and so that the cradle of civilization 
will not become its grave. 

Together with the Soviet Union we 
have made the crucial break-
throughs that have begun the proc-
ess of limiting nuclear arms. But we 
must set as our goal not just lfmit-
ing, but reducing and finally de-
stroying these terrible weapons so 
that they cannot destroy our civiliza -
tion and so that the threat of nuclear 
war will no longer hang over the 
world and the people. 

We have opened the new relation 
with the Soviet Union. We must con-
tinue to develop and expand that 
new relationship so that the two 
strongest nations of the world will 
live together in cooperation rather 
th.an confrontation 

Ar6u :1 d tfi r world-in Asia. in Africa. 
in Latin America, in the Middle East-
there are millions of peopie who live in 
terrible poverty. even starvation . We 
must keep as our goal- turning away 
from production for war and expanding 
production for peace. 

We niust press on, however. toward 
a goal not only of more and better johs 
but of full opportunity for every man. 
and cf what we are striving so hard 
right now to achieve-prosperity with• 
out inflat10n. 

I· or mure l11ar. a quarter of a century 
in public life, I ha \·e shared in the tur-
bulent histo ry of thi~ era. 

I have fought for what I believe in. 
I have tried, to the best of '11Y ability. 
to discharge those duties and meet those 
responsibilities that were entrusted 
to me. 

Sometimes I have succeeded. And 
sometimes I have failed. But always I 
have taken heart from what Theodore 
Roosevelt said about the man in thE' 
arena whose face is married by dust and 
sweat and blood, who strives valiantly, 
who errs and comes short again and 
again because there is no effort with-
out error and shortcoming, but who 
does actually strive to do the deed, 
who knows the great enthusiasm, the 
great devotion, who spends himself in 
a worthy cause, who at the best knows 
in the end the triumphs of high 
achievements and with the worst if he 
fails, at least fails while daring greatly. 

I pledge to you tonight that as long 
as I have a breath of life in my body 
I shall continue in that spirit. I shall 
continue to work for the great causes 
to which I have been dedicated through-
out my years as a Congressman, a Sen-
ator, Vice President and President, the 
cause of peace-not just for America 
but among all nations-'prosperity, jus-
tice and opportunity for all of our 
people. 

There is one cause above all to which 
I have been devoted and to which I 
shall always be devoted for as long as 
I live. 

When I first took the oath of office 
as President five and a half years ago, 
I made tlhis sacred commitment: to con-
secrate my office, my energies and all 
the wisdom I can summon to the cause 
of peace among nations. 

J"vc done my very best in all the days 
since to be true to that pledge. 

As a result of these efforts, I am con• 
fidcnt that the world is a safer place 
today. not only for the people of Amer• 
ic:a but for the people of all nations. 
and that all of our chlidren have a 
better chance than before of living in 
pea ce rather than dying in war. 

This, more than anything, is what I 
hoped to achie•:e when I sought the 
Presidency. This, more than anything, 
is wh at I hope will be my legacy to 
vou . to our country. as I leave the 
Presidenrv. 

To have scn·cd in this office is to 
have felt a \·cry personal sense of kin-
sh ip with each and e\·erv American. In 
lea \· ing it. I do so with this prayer: 
l\1ay God' s grace be with you in all 
the days ahead . 

PRESIDENT NTXON'S FAREWELL 
i\DDRFSS ON AUGUST 9, 1974 

Thank you. 
Well n,embers of the Cabinet, mem-

b(>rs of the White House staff, all of 
our friends here . I think the record 
should show that thds is one of those 
spontaneous things we always arrange 
whenever the Pres.ident comes in to 
speak. 

And it will be so reported in the 
press and we don't mind because they 
have to call it as they see it. But on 
our part believe me it is spontaneous. 
You are here to say goodbye to us, and 
WE' don 't have a good word for it in 
En~lish. The best ds . au revoir. We'H 
see you again. 

I ju~t met with -members of the 
White House staff, you know those 
that serve here in the White House 
day in 1nd day out. I asked them to do 
what I ask all of you to do to the ex• 
tent that you can and are of course re• 
quested to do 80, to serve our next 
President as you have served me and 



prefd,pJI preaidenta . bee,auae many of 
you ' hav• been here for many years 
wifh devotion and dedication. Because 
tht, office, as great as !it is, can only be 
11 gteat as the men and women who 
work for and with the Prealdent. 

!fid.t house for inltance, and I waa 
thinkint of it al·we walked down this 
hall, an(l I was comparing it with some 
of the great hC)Use! of the world that I 
have been in. This isn't the biggest 
houie. Many, and most, even in 
s~ countries, are much bigger. 

Thjs isn't the finest · hou·se. Many in 
Europe, partiicular1y in China and 
AINI,, have paintlngs of great, great 
vala•, tr.ings that we just don't have 
here and probably.will never have un-
til w~ are a thousand yearis old or 
older. 

But this is the best house. 
It's the best house because it has 

something far more • important than 
numben ·o1 pebple who serve, far more 
impo.-tant thirn numbers of roo·ms, or 
how big It ia. Par more important than 
numlters of magnificent pieces of al"t.. 

This houae has a great heart and 
that heart comes from those who 
serve. 

I was rather sorry they didn't come 
dow~. We said goodbye to them up-
S'tairs. But they are really great. 

And I rec<1ll after so many times I've 
made' speeches and some of them 

pretty tough, you alway,s come brick, or 
after a hard day, and my days usually 

, have run rather long, I'd always get a 
lift from them. De-cause I might be a 
little down. But they always smiled. 

And so it is with you. I look around 
here and I se·e so many in this .staff 
that you kr.ow I should have been by 
your offices and shaken your hands 
and I would have loved to talk to you 
and fouNl out how to run the world. 
Everybody wants to tell the President 
what to do. And boy, he needs to be 
told m1ny times. But I just haven't 
had the time. 

But I want you to know, that each 
and every one of you, I know, is indis-
pensible to this governmen,t. 

I'm proud of this Cabinet. I'm proud 
of all the member~ who have served in 
our Cabinet. I'm proud of OU!' subcabi-
net. I'm proud of our White House 
staff. 

As I said last night , sure we have 
done some things wrong in thds admin-
istration and the top man always takes 
the respor.sibility and I've never 
ducked it. But I want to say one thing. 
We can be proud of you. 

Five and a half years. No man or no 
woman came into this administration 
and left it with more of this world's 
goods than when he came to it. No 
man or no womar, ever profited at the 
public's expense or the public till. 

That teUs sometning about you. Mis-
takes, yes. But for personal gain, never. 
You did what you believed in-some-
times right, sometimes w1ong-and I 
only wish that I were a weilthy man-
at the presPnt ti.ire I've got to find a 
way to pay my taxes-and if I were 
I'd like to recompense you for the sac-
rifices that all of you have made to 
serve in government. 

But you are getting something in 
government and I want you to tell this 
to your children and hope the nation's 
children will. hear H too. Something in 

government seT\/'lce that is far more 
important than money. It's a cause big-
ger than yourselt. Ifs the cause of 
making this the greatest n.ation ih the 
world-the leader in the world-be-
cause without out leadership the world 
will know nothing but war, poS1Sibly 
starvation or worse in the years ahead. 
With ol.'.r leadership it will know 
peace. it will know plenty. 

We have been generous and we will 
be more generou11 in the future as we 
are able to. But most important we 
must be strong !1ere, strong in hearts, 
strong in our souls, strong in our be-
lief. and strong in our ·willingness to 
sacrifice as you have beeri willing to 
sacrifice in a pecuniary way to setve in 
government. 

Something else that I would like for 
you to tell your young people. You 
know people often come in and say, 
"What will I tell my kids?" You know 
they look at government, sort of a rug-
ged life. They see the mistake~ that 
are made and they get the impression 
that everybody is here for the pUl"pose 
of feathering his nest. That's why I 
made this earlier point, not in this ad-. 
ministration, not one single man or 
wo:nan. 

An<l I say to them there are many 
fine careers. This country needs good 
farmers, good businessmen, good plum-
bers, good carpenters. 

I remember my old man. I think 
they would have called him sort of a 
little man, common man. He didn't 
consider himself that way. You know 
what he was. He was a street car mo-
torman first and then he was a farmer 
and then he had a lemon ranch and it 
was the poorest lemon ranch in Cali-
fornia 1 can •assure you. He sold it be-
fore they found oil on it. And then he 
was a grocer. But he was a great man, 
because he did his job and every job 
counts up to the hilt regardless of 
what happens. 

Nobody will ever write a book proba-
bly about my mother. Well I guess all 
of you would say this about your 
mother. My mother was a saint. And I 
think of her two boys dying of tubercu-
losis, nursing four olhE'rs in order that 
she could take care of my older 
brother for three years in Arizona and, 
seeing each of them die. And when 
they died it was like one of her own. 
Yes, she will have no books written 
about her. But she was a &aint. 

Now, however, we look to the future. 
I had a little quote in a speech last 
night from T.R. As you know I kind of 
like to read books. I'm not educated 
but I do read books. 

And t-he T.R. quote was a pretty 
good one .. There is anot•her one 1 found, 
~s I was r~ading during my last night 
m the White House. And this quote is 
about, is about a young man. He was a 
young lawyer in New York. He'd mar-
ried a beautiful daughter and then 
suddenly she · died. And this is what 
he wrote. This was in his diary. He 
said: 

"S'he wai; beautiful in face and 
form and lovely stm in spirit,, As a 
flower she grt-w and as a fair young 
flower she died. 

"Her life had been always in the sun-
' shine. There had never come to her a 
single _~reat sorrn_w. None ever knew 

her who dld not Jove and revere her 
for her bright and sunny temper and 
her _aatntly uneelfi;'hne..s. Fair, pure 
and Joy0us as a maiden, lovin,g, tender 
and happy as a young. wife. When she 
had just become a mother, wb.en her 
life seemed to be juS't begun Qt! the · 
years aeemed so bright before her and 
by a strange, terrible fate death eame 
to her. And when my heart's dearest 
guide died the life went ifrom my li£e 
forever." That was T.R. in his 2J)s. . 

He thought the light had gone from ms life forever. But he went on. ,AJld 
he not only became President, b\(H1.s 
an ex-President he served his CO\l$Y 
always in the arena, ·tempestuoes' 
strc>ng. sometimes wrong, sometklle~ 
right. 

And as I leave let me say that's an 
example I think all of us should re-
member. 

We think ·sometimes when Utings 
happen that don't go the right way. l'Ve 
think that y{)U don't pass the bar uam 
the first time-I happened to, bti't I 
wa~ just lucky. My writ·ing was· so 
poor, the bar· examiner said, "We j.ust 
got to let the guy through ." 

We think that when someone dear to 
us dies. We think that when we lose an 
election, we think that when we suffer 
a defeat. that all is ended. We think as 
T.R. said that the light had left his life 
forever. 

Not true. It's only a beginning, al-
ways. The young must know it. The old 
must know it. It must always sustain 
us. Because the greatness .comes, not 
when th\ngs always good for you . but 
the gre;,.tness comes and you are really 
tested when Y·OU take some knocks. 
some d;sappointments. When sadness 
comes Because only when you have 
been in the deepest valley can y,ou 
ever know how magnificent it is to be 
on the highes•t mountain. 

And so I say to you on this occasion 
we leave proud of the people who have 
stood by us and worked for us and 
se·rved this country. 

We want you to be proud of what 
you have done. We want you to con-
tinue to serve in government if that is 
your wish. Always give your best. 
Never get discouraged. Never be petty. 
Always remember others may hate 
you. Those who hale you don't win un-
les~ you hate them. And then you de-
stroy yourself. 

And so we leave with high hopes, in 
gov<! spirit and with deep humility and 
with very much gratefulness in our 
hearts. I can only say to each and ev-
ery one of you, we come from many 
faiths . We pray perha:ps to different 
gods, but really the samE' God in a 
sense, hut I want to say to each and 
everyone of you, not only we will al-
ways remember you, not only will we 
always be grateful to you, but always 
you will be in our hearts, and you will 
be in our prayers. 

Thank you very much. 


