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Attached you will find a letter from the Department
of Justice to Congressman Peter Rodino regarding two
proposals related to D. C. representation in the Congress.
This letter was cleared 5/22/73. As you can see, the letter
sets out most of the statements made by the former President
regarding D. C. voting representation.

There is also an earlier letter from Justice (signed
by Kleindienst) setting forth similar positions but on
earlier versions. I have a file on this matter, we should
perhaps discuss it.
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Dear My, Chzirman:

Thiz ig in responge to your request for the vicws of
the Departoont of JJSCiCﬁ on H,J. Res. 91, a proposal to
amend the Constitution go as to pyrovide fox representation
X the Distriect of Columbia in both Houses of the Conaress,
anud H,J, HCG. 75, a propossi vhich would limit the District
oL Columbla t chrea“ntatjcn in the louse cf Representatives.,

Since talking office, the Presideont h?s remeate?ly urged
Congress teo grant voting 1cpzaseatatian 1 Conzress to the
District of Columbia. Im hig 1969 1 csauge to Lae vongress,
recomaending legislation for the Haticn's Capital, the Preci-

:
31

£
%

“Tt should offend the democratic senses of this e
nation that the &50,000 citizens of 5tﬂ Capitel, /4
compriging a population larzer than eleven of ics \é
states, have 1o voice in tho qugrczs.“ V
N
In order to ceorrect this lvequity, the Pregident urged the
Congress to propose, and the States to ratify, a constitu-
tional awendment giviig the District at least one represent-
ctive In the House oI Repres cntacivnv and §
repxesenrativ °5 in the Houge as the Con nizress shall approve,
and to provide for the pos bility of two Sen . Yn his
“71 HMesgane to the Congresa on the Digstrict, the President
eaffirced his support for a constitutional aﬁancxﬂnt 31»4‘3
tne District at lecast one £ull voting rovresentative in the
House of Representatives, aznd such additional representation
in one or both flousca as the Conzress mizht approve. In his
1972 Messaze on the Disgrict of Columbial
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ja's Bicentennial Cbscrve
ance, tﬂu Presidenc once azain gave support te such action,
saying:
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H.J. es. 921 would ecar sident s recommenda-
Se 1 e £ th

[

£ion. ¢tion 1 would nrovide g cenle of 2 Distric“
oi Colu a shall elect at L piat

and, s ¥ b ided by 1 i1

cantatives or nators, ov b

Digtrict would be entitled i

wvould assure the Disirict of

i tie iouge of Kepresentati

vegpond {o fature increascs

to provide for representstion in the

58 to enforce
the amondn ection 3 would
nrovide
in the Tt
clc:tora for Preosideat snd
tha Digtxict.

he number of
President to bLe appointed for

«Jo Res. S1 is the sopprosch taken to the
rrcblem i 1&2 ctls representation in Conzress by H.J.
Res. 429, H.J, Rea, 492, and H,J. Res. 493, which are substan-~
tially juEECiCal proposalg, The major differcnce between them
and li,J. Reg, 91 iz that they would give the District iimmedi-

President ox Vice President uader the Twelfth Anendment as if
the District were a State. H.J. Res. %91 contains no such
pxov18101. It should be noted that H,J. Res, 4293, 492, and
423 embody the previsions of H.J. Res. 296, which this Come-
nittee reported f£avorably in the 20th Con*rch~, l1st Session.
H. Rept. 619, 90th Cong., lst Sess. (1567).
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£

ately two Senaters, and the number oi Hepresentatives in the-
House to which it would be entitled if it were a State. Another
difieronce is that they would enable each Representative or
Senctoxr fiom the District o participate in the choice of the
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Sincerely,

MIXE McKREVITT

Aggistant Attoruney General






