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ADDRESS GIVEN BY CONGRESSWCNAN SHIRLEY CHISOIM (D. N. Y.) AT A 
BICEi1JTEN}JLU. CELE3RATION AT HAR.PERS FERRY, vffiST VIT:GDU 01'! JUNE 19, 
1976 EHTITLlill- 11 HERITAGE DAYS: A BLACK PERSP~C'.i.'IVE. 11 

THE YEAR OF THE BICENTENNIAL HAS ENCOURAGEV MANY OF US TO 

REFLECT UPON THE AMERICAN EXPERIENCE ANV TO ASSESS THE HISTORIC 

VEVELOPMENTS WHICH HAVE LEV US TO THE REALITIES OF TOVAY. THIS 

OPPORTUNITY, I BELIEVE, CAN BE A HEALTHY ONE FOR ALL OF US; FOR 

WE CAN TELL A GREAT VEAL ABOUT WHERE THIS COUNTRY IS GOING BY 

TAKING A GOOV LOOK AT WHERE IT HAS BEEN -- POLITICALLY, ECONOM-

ICALLY, MORALLY. JUST AS WE CAN MAKE CERTAIN PREVICTIONS ABOUT 

THE ACTIONS OF INVIVIVUALS BASED UPON THEIR PAST EXPERIENCES ANV 

QALUES, WE CAN tEST VEFINE OUR NATIONAL GOALS ANV EXPECTATIONS 

BY REVIEWING OUR HISTORY. · ANV, ALL OF US WI LL BE MORE ABLE 

TO GRAPPLE WITH THE PROBLEMS WHICH WILL BESET US ' IN THE NEXT 

VECADE ANV BEYONV WHEN WE COME TO UNDERSTANV THE HERITAGE 

WHICH HAS MAVf UP THE KINV OF PEOPLE, THE KIND OF NATION, WE 

ARE TOVAY. 

BUT, YOU MIGHT ASK, IS THERE ONE DEFINITION WHICH DESCRIBES 

SUCH A DIVERSE AND PLURALISTIC SOCIETY AS THE UNITEV STATES OF 

1976? WE ARE A PEOPLE WHOSE HISTORY ANV VEVELOPMENT IS 

ROOTEV IN VIOLENCE ANV TURMOIL, YET WE HAVE ENDURED. WE ARE 

A NATION PROUV~OF OUR IDEALS OF PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY; YET, 

WE HAVE A RELATIVELY LOW VOTER TURN . OUT IN VIRTUALLY EVERY ELECTION. 

WE ..A-R E THE R I CHEST COUNT R Y I N THE WO R L D , · . YET W E HA V E I N O UR 
·-MIVST TWENTY FIVE MILLION AMERICANS WHO RESIDE IN FAMILIES WH0SE 

. 
ANNUAL INCOME FALLS BELOW THE NATIONAL POVERTY LINE. WE HAVE 

THE GREATEST ACCESS TO MEDICAL FACILITIES ANV · THE HIGHEST ACHIEVE-

MENTS IN HEALTH TECHNOLOGY; YET, THIRTY PER CENT OF THE CHILVREN 
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IN THE GHETTOES ANV BARRIOS OF THIS COUNTRY ARE SUFFERING FROM 

SOME KINV OF MALNUTRITION WHICH WILL IMPAIR TH~~ FOR THE REST 

OF THEIR LIVES. ANV. WE PRIVE OURSELVES ON THE SO-CALLEV 

"MELTING POI" OF OUR CITIZENRY WHICH THRIVES ON RACIAL ANV 

ETHNIC VIVERSITY; YET, WE REMAIN A SOCIETY TORN BY RACIAL CON-

FLICT ANV VlSCRIMINATION. 

ANV WHILE THE CONTRAVICTIONS BETWEEN OUR PRINCIPLES ANV OUR 

PRACTICES ABOUNV, WE STILL CELEBRATE THE COMMON BONV WHICH BINVS 

US AS ONE PEOPLE ANV PROPELS US INTO THE UNIQUE POSITION OF 

WORLV LEAVERSHIP. YOU KNOW, FRIENVS, TWO HUNVREV YEARS IS NOT 

MUCH TIME REALLY, COMPAREV TO THE NATIONS OF EUROPE WHICH 

ENJOYEV THE POSITIONS OF WORLV POWER CENTURIES BEFORE ANV WHICH 

ARE LAYEREV WITH CULTURAL, POLITICAL ANV RELIGIOUS HISTORIES 

SPANNING HUNVREVS OF YEARS. ANV IN THOSE CIVILIZATIONS, FROM 

THOSE COUNTRIES WHICH CAME TO WORLV POWER ANV PRESTIGE, THERE 

ARE LESSONS FOR THIS COUNTRY ANV THIS GOVERNMENT WHICH, r BELIEVE, 

SHOULV BE RECOUNTEV VURING THIS YEAR OF ANNIVERSARY. 

TRE . MOST IM?ORTANT ccuc·iusroN :wE CAN VRAW IS THAT NO NATION -- I 

REGARVLESS OF ITS WEALTH, ITS ORGANIZATION, ITS MILITARY POWER 

HAS BEEN ABLE TO SURVIVE IF THAT NATION CONTINUEV TO SQUANVER 

ITS FORTUNES ON THOSE ALREAVY BLESSEV ANV IGNORE THE PEOPLE WHO 

ARE MOST IN NEEV. THE FALL OF GREAT NATIONS FROM POWER WAS 

BROUGHT ABOUT HISTORICALLY NOT FROM ATTACKS FROM WITHOUT, BUT 
I 

R~THER FROM VECAY ANV VISTRUST FROM WIT~IN. ANV I VO NOT BELIEVE 

THAT OUR NATTON CAN ENVURE ANOTHER TWO CENTURIES WITHOUT PUTTING 

ITS HOUSE IN ORVER ANV WITHOUT ACKNOWLEVGING THAT THE AMERICAN 
----------------------------:;,.,c5~ 

V R EA M IS NOT A R EA L I T Y FOR MI L L I ON S O F AME R I CANS . Q ~- O <), 
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•. FOR THAT REASON, I BELIEVE 7"HAT THE BICENTENNIAL HAS A 
!j 
I 

SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE TO BLACK AMERICANS, FOR THE VILEMMAS WE 
I 

FACE AS A MINORITY GROUP TOVAY -- FROM THE CLASSROOM TO THE 

UNEMPLOYMENT LINE -- HAVE RESULTEV FROM THE CONSISTENT PATTERNS 

WHICH HAVE BEEN AS MUCH A PART OF AMERICAN HISTORY AS THE 

VECLARATION OF INVEPENDENCE. ANV UNLESS WE ATTACK THESE ROOT 

CAUSES OF RACISM ANV DISCRIMINATION, WE WILL CONTINUE TO FRAG-

MENT WHAT IS ALREADY A VANGEROUSLY VIVIVEV SOCIETY. 

THE GREATEST CHALLENGE FACING US TOVAY IS NOT THE THREAT 
. . 

OF NUCLEAR ATTACK. OR THE EMERGENCE Of GOVERNMENTS WHICH ASSEMBLE 

UNVER VIFFERING ECONOMIC SYSTEMS ANV PHILOSOPHIES, IN MY 

ESTIMATION. IT IS THE STRUGGLE WITHIN OUR GATES TO ASSURE 

THAT ALL CITIZENS REGARDLESS OR THEIR RACE; ETHNIC ORIGIN OR 

SEX, ARE NOT DENIEV THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS ANV ARE ALLOWEV TO 

ACHIEVE THEIR EVUtATIONAL OR OCCUPATIONAL POTENTIAL. ALL OF 

US RECOGNIZE THAT BLACK AMERICANS , HAVE MAVE GREAT STRIVES VURING 

THE PAST VECAVE TOWARV THOSE ENVS,, BUT THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES 

BECAUSE THE EXPANSION OF THE RIGHTS OF FREEVOM ANV EQUALITY 

HAS . NOT BEEN REALI ZEV. 

RACISM THROUGHOUT OUR HISTORY HAS BEEN CONSISTENT; IT MAY 

HAVE BEEN TEMPORIZED BY CHANGES IN THE LAW, BY COURT ORVERS ANV 

BY LIBERTARIAN OUTRAGE -- BUT IT SURFACES AGAIN IN ANOTHER COURT-

ROOM CHALLENGE OR IN THE RESEGREGATION PATTERNS IN OUR CITIES. 

THE MOVE TOWARD EVUCATIONAL INTEGRATION HAS TAUGHT US THAT 

VE FACTO AND VE JURE SEGREGATION ARE VIFFERENT IN NAME ONJ...Y..i 
., 

WHEN TH~ G.N.P. VIPS ANV THE LABOR MARKET BECOMES OVERCROWVEV, 

WE EXPECT THAT THE PRINCIPLE OF "LAST HIREV, FIRST FI"REV" WILL 
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REPLACE ALL THE AVVANCEMENTS WE 

ANV, WE HAVE SEEN BOSTON BECOME 

I 
!J 

HAVE MAVE WITH AFFIRMATIVE ACTION. -
I" BIRMINGHAM, REMINVING US THAT 

THE INHERENTLY RACIST ATTITUVES IN AMERICA ARE NOT REGIONAL 

PHENOMENA, BUT INSTEAV PERVASIVE REALITIES. 

I WOULV LIKE TO VISCUSS FOR A MOMENT WHAT I CONSIVER A VERY 

VANGEROUS TRENV IN WASHINGTON BECAUSE THAT TRENV ADVERSELY AFFECTS 

SO MANY OF OUR MINORITY AND LOW-INCOME 'INV1VIVUALS. WE ARE OP 

COURSE IN THE WORST ECONOMIC SITUATION - IN THE COUNTRY IN FORTY 

YEARS; THE PRESIVENTIAL POLICIES A?VOCATING LITTLE GOVERNMENT 

SPENVING ANV RESULTING IN A RECESSIONARY CYCLE HAVE FORCED A 

CURTAILMENT IN FEDERAL DOMESTIC SPENDING. THE PROGRAMS WHICH 

ARE BEARING THE GREATEST BURDEN ARE THOSE WHICH WERE DESIGNED TO 

AID THE POOR AND THE NEAR-POOR OF THIS COUNTRY; THE LEGISLATORS 

WHO HAV BEEN IN THE FOREFRONT OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT IN 

THE 1960'S HAVE RETREATED TO "SAFER" POSITIONS ON SUCH ISSUES 
I 

AS AFFIRMATIVE ACTION, EQUAL EMPLOYMENT, INTEGRATION AND RELATED 

MATTERS. INSTEAV OF VOT!NG THE CONSCIENCES, THEY ARE FINDING 

THAT THEY MUST PANDER TO THE NEEDS OF THEIR WHITE CONSTITUENCIES 

AND THOSE CONSTITUENCIES - ARE DEMANDING THAT LESS EMPHASIS BE~~·"FO)'O < 
PLACEV BY GOVERNMENT ON THE NEEDS OF THE MINORITIES AND MORE J < . JJ 

a: . ON THE MIDDLE CLASS. .:;,:; 

IN RETROSPECT, WE WILL FIND THAT THE REVERSAL OF THE CIVIL'. / 

RIGHTS THRUST DURING fHIS PERIOD HAS BEEN VUE TO THE ECONOMIC 
' I 

FACTORS WHICH HAVE RENVEREV EVEN MIDDLE CLASS INCOMES INADEQUATE .. 

THE FACT THAT MANY WHITE BLUE COLLAR WORKERS ARE NOW FACED WITH 

UNEMPLOYMENT, THE FACT THAT STUDENTS ARE GRADUATING FROM COLLEGE 

WITH NO JOB PROSPECTS ... THESE UNSETTLING TRENDS ARE BRINGIRG 
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TO THE SURFACE RACIST ATTITUVES LIKE THOSE WE WITNESSEV IN THE 
I 

1950'S. WE ARE FINVING THAT WE HAVE TO START OVER TO ESTABLISH 

THOSE LEGAL PRECEVENTS WE THOUGHT WE GUARANTEEV THROUGH THE 

CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964. IT IS ALL THAT THOSE OF US WHO RE-

PRESENT MINORITY CONSTITUENCIES IN CONGRESS CAN VO TO MAINTAIN 

SOCIAL WELFARE PROGRAMS LIKE FOOV STAfPS, MEVICARE, HEAV START 

ANV VAY CARE, WHEN WHAT WE REALLY NEEV IS MORE PROGRAMS ANV 

MORE FUNVING TO MEET THE ESCALATING HUMAN NEEVS RESULTING FROM 

THE CURRENT ECONOMIC CRISIS. 

WE RECENTLY DEBATEV A KEY ISSUE IN CONGRESS WHICH CENTEREV 

AROUNV THE FINANCIAL SOLVENCY OF MY CITY VURING THE PERIOV OF 

CONTROVERSY SURROUNVING THE PENDING BANKRUPCY OF NEW YORK CITY. 

THERE WAS THEN, ANV CONTINUES TO BE, SOME VEEP, ANTI - NEW YORK 

SENTIMENT IN CONGRESS; ANV THERE ARE MANY OF US IN CONGRESS WHO 

CONTEND THAT THE NEGLECT FOR THE CITIES IS A NEW VARIATION ON THE 
' SAME THEME OF RACISM. BECAUSE OUR URBAN AREAS HAVE BECOME IN-

CREASINGLY BLACK ANV BROWN, THERE HAS BEEN LESS INTEREST IN RE-

VITALIZING THEM, AND THE PRACTICE OF "WHITE FLIGHT" HAS BEEN 

CONVONEV, EVEN ENCOURAGEV IN SOME CASES, BY THE POLICIES OF 

MUNICIPAL.GOVERNMENTS. 

MY POINT IS THIS: THE SIGNS OF RACISM BECOME MOST 

IN A FREE MARKET ECONOMY WHEN THAT ECONOMY IS FACED WITH A RECESSION 

SUCH AS THE ONE EMANATING FROM THE CURRENT · AVMINISTRATION'S FISCAL 
I 

POLICIES. ALL OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS MAVE VURING THE 1960'S IN THE 

AREA OF CTVIL RIGHTS HAVE SUFFEREV TREMENVOUS STEBACKS VURING THE 

PAST TWO ADMINISTRATIONS. AND THE "BENIGN NEGLECT" ATTITUVES 
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ON THE PART OF THE PAST TWO PRESIVEfTIAL AVMINISTRATIONS 

COUPLEV WITH THE° EMPLOYMENT PROBLEMS WHICH HAVE RESULTEV 

/-FO 
I_~· 

_JJ -··--
FR 

,_ -
OUR SAGGING ECONOMY -- HAVE VONE MORE TO UNVERMINE THE PRINCIPLES 

OF EQUALITY ANV JUSTICE THAN AT ANY OTHER TIME IN OUR HISTORY. 

ANV WHAT HAS BEEN THE REACTION ON THE PART OF THE BLACK 

COMMUNITY TO THIS REPLAY OF THIS VISCRIMINATING ANV VEVASTATING 

CYCLE OF VISCRIMINATION, JOB DISPLACEMENT ANV A LACK OF EVUCATIONAL 

OPPORTUNITY? UNFORTUNATELY, MORE ANV MORE BLACK AMERICANS ARE 

"OPTING OUT~ OF THE POLITICAL PROCESS. THE ENTHUSIASM ONCE 

EVIVENT IN OUR COMMUNITIES ANV ESPECIALLY AMONG OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

HAS TURNEV TO FRUSTRATION OR APATHY. PEOPLE FROM EVERY ECONOMIC 

STRATA HAVE RETREATEV FROM POLITICS BECAUSE THEY NO LONGER BE[IEVE 

THAT . 1T iS POSSIBLE TO MAKE ANY MEANINGFUL CHANGES IN THE SYSTEM. 
-VESPITE THE FACT THAT THERE ARE MORE ANV MORE BLACK ELECTEV 

OFFICIALS IN POSITIONS FROM COUNTY 1 SCHOOL BOARV MEMBERS TO MEMBERS 

OF CONGRESS, THE BLACK POPULATION REMAINS GROSSLY UNVER-REPRESENTEV. 

THERE ARE MORE THAN ONE HALF MILLION ELECTEV OFFICIALS IN THE UNITED 

STATES FOR EXAMPLE. IF WE WERE TO MAKE PREVICTIONS SOLELY ON THE 

BASIS OF POPULATION, WE MIGHT EXPECT THAT AT LEAST TEN PER CENT OF 

THESE OFFICES ARE HELV BY BLACKS TO CORRESPOND TO THE APPROXIMATE 

BLACK SHARE OF THE POPULATION. BUT, THE FIGURES TELL A VIFFERENT 

STORY. ACCORDING TO THE JOINT · CENTER FOR POLITICAl STUDIES, THE 

NUMBER OF BLACK OFFICE HOLVERS IN 1975 WAS APPROXIMATELY 3,500 

OR LITTLE MORE. THAN ONE PER CENT. 

ONLY EIGHTEEN OF THE 535 MEMB ERS OF CONGRESS ARE BLACK -- ONLY 

THREE PER CENT OF THE TOTAL. TH ERE IS ONLY ONE BLACK SENATOR AND 

NO BLACK GOVERNORS, ANV BLACKS ELECTED TO STATE OFFICE MAKE UP 
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LESS THAN TWO PER CENT OF THE TOTAL. 

SO MUCH FOR &LACK POLITICAL POWER ANV THE EMERGING 

POLITICAL CONSCI-OUSNESS . THAT HAS BEEN, IN MY OPINION, EXAGGER-

ATEV VURING THE PAST FEW YEARS. IT IS CERTAINLY' TRUE THAT BLACK 

AMERICANS POSSESS A GREAT POTENTIAL FOR POLITICAL INFLUENCE, BUT 

THAT POWER HAS REMAINED DORMANT UNTIL NOW ANV 1T MUST BE BROUGHT 

TO BEAR ON A NATIONAL SITUATION OF MASSIVE UNDER-REPRESENTATION 

OF BLACK PEOPLE IN THOSE POSITIONS WHICH SO VEEPLY AFFECT THEIR 

LIV ES. 

· IT,IS TRUE ALSO THAT, SINCE THE UNTIMELY DEATH OF DR. MARTIN 

LUTHER ~ING, NO BLACK LEAVER HAS EMERGEV TO GALVINIZE THE MASSES. 

WE VO NOT HAVE A CONCENSUS OF POLITICAL THOUGHT, OR A CONCRETE . 

AGENVA WHICH CAN LEND THE DIRECTION TO THE .THRUST FOR MORE PART-

ICIPATION AT ALL LEVELS OF SOCIETY. IN MANY WAYS, AND IN MANY 

AREAS THROUGH.OUT THE COUNTRY, BLACKS ARE WORSE OFF NOW THAN THEY 

WERE TEN YEARS AGO. 

NOW, I .- DO NOT MEAN TO MINIMIZE THE DEDICATION, THE STRUGGLE 

ANV THE SUCCESS WHICH HAS RESULTEV FROM THE COMMITMENT TO CHANGE 

EVIDENCED AMONG BLACK AMERICANS DURING THE PAST TWO DECADES. IT 

IS REAL; _ IT IS WIDESPREAD. RIGHT NOW, THERE ARE SUCCESSFUL EX-

PERIMENTS IN SCHOOL INTEGRATION WHICH ARE BRINGING BLACK CHILDREN 

ANV WHITE CHILVREN TOGETHER TN A POSITIVE ENVIRONMENT FOR THE 

FIRST TIME. THERE ARE MANY EQU4iLY SUCCE~SFUL MINORITY OWNED 

AND OPERATED BUSINESS VENTURES WHICH ARE HELPING GIVE BLACKS 

ECONOMIC POWER IN THEIR OWN COMMUNITIES. THERE ARE MANY OTHER 

"EXAMPLES OF BLACKS TAKING CONTROL OF THEIR OWN LIVES ANV THEIR 

GOMMUNITIES, ANV OF NEIGHBORHOODS BECOMING RACIALLY MIXED FOR THE 

-- ---- -----
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BUT I VO WANT TO POINT UP THE LIMITATIONS OF OUR ENVEAVORS 

AS WE REFLECT UPON OUR HISTORICAL VEVELOPMENT AS A RACE LONG 

SEPARATEV FROM THE MAINSTREAM OF AMERICAN THOUGHT . ANV POLITICAL 

ACTION. IT IS NOT EASY TO REJECT ONE'S HERITAGE; ANV 1 BELIEVE 

THAT THE -SCARS LEFT BY THE ENSLAVEMENT OF OUR ANCESTORS ANV BY 

THE CONTINUAL PRACTICE OF RACISM THROUGHOUT AMERICA'S TWO HUNVREV 

YEARS ~SA NAT10N REMAIN OBSTACLES TO THE REALIZATION OF TRUE 

FREEVOM ANV TRUE EQUALITY. THOSE SCARS ARE VISIBLE IN OUR 

CRIME STATISTICS: OUR PRISONS ARE FILLEV WITH MORE BLACKS THAN 

WHITES VESPITE THE FACT THAT WE COMPRISE ONLY ONE TENTH OF 

THE POPULATION. THOSE SCARS ARE EVIVENCEV IN OUR EVUCATIONAL 

SYSTEM; BLACKS HAVE A MUCH HIGHER VRJPOUT.RATE, ANV MUCH LOWER 

ACHIEVE/.IENT SCORES THAN THEIR WHITE COUNTERPARTS. ANV, FRIENVS, 

THE SCARS OF RACISM ARE FOUNV IN THE ATTITUDES OF OUR CHILVREN 

AS THEY REFLECT WHAT IT MEANS TO HE BLACK 1N THE UNITEV STATES. 

A RESENT PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDY CONCLUDED THAT BLACK CHILDREN BELIEVE 

THAT THEY ARE GOING TO FAIL OR FARE POORLY IN SCHOOL, IN JOBS, 

ANV IN RELATIONSHIPS FOUR TIMES MORE OFTEN THAN WHITE CHILVREN. 

I AM CONCERNEV ABOUT THE EMOTIONAL DEPRIVATION WHICH HAS 

RESULTEV FROM OUR PAST POLICIES BECAUSE PAST POWER STRUCTURES 

WHICH ENSLAVEV BLACK HUMANITY ARE STILL A PART OF OUR LIVES. IN 

HIS CONTEMPORARY PORTRAIT OF BLACK AMERICA, "THE FIRE NEXT TIME," 
, 

JAMES BALDWIN CHARACTERIZED THOSE PERVASIVE ATTITUDES THIS WAY. 

HE WROTE : " N E°G ROES IN TH IS CO LINT R Y ARE TAUGHT RE A L L Y TO DES PI SE 

THEMSELVES FROM THE MOMENT THEIR EYES OPEN ON THE WORLV. THE 

I 
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.J ' WORLV IS WHITE ANV THEY ARE BLACK. WHITE PEOPLE HOLV THE POWER ... 

ANV THE WORLV HA$ INNUMERABLE WAYS OF MAKING THIS DIFFERENCE KNOWN 

ANV FELT ANV FEAREV. LONG BEFORE THE NEGRO CHILV PRECEIVES THIS 

VIFFERENCE, ANV EVEN LONGER BEFORE HE UNVERSTANDS IT, HE HAS 

BEGUN TO BE CONTROLLED BY IT." 

THE CENTRAL QUESTION WHICH CONFRONTS ALL BLACK AMERICANS, THEN, 

IS WHETHER WE CAN ULTIMATELY REJECT THIS LEGACY OF INFERIORITY 

ANV PSYCHOLOGICAL, ECONOMIC ANV SOCIAL rAMIFICATIONS WHICH RESUL~ 
. . /<l'· 
IT IS MY BELIEF THAT THE STRUGGLE TO ESCAPE. THE SHROUD OF -- (l 
SfCONV-CLASS CITIZENSHIP HAS ONLY BEGUN. WE ARE NOT AT THE \ 

CROSSROAVS OF OUR DEVELOPMENT AS BLACK AMERICANS, WE ARE ONLY 

AT THE THRESHOLD. THE ESCAPE FROM SLAV~RY· VIVN 1 T ENV WITH THE 

EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION; IT ONLY BROUGHT THE PROBLEM INiO A 

VIFFERENT ARENA. 

THE ROAV OUT OF THE VEHUMANIZING QUAGMIRE FOR BLACK AMERICANS 

BEGINS WITH THE ACHIEVEMENT OF PARITY IN EVUCATION, IN EMPLOYMENT, 

IN ALL FACETS OF LIFE. THE INCREASED PARTICIPATION IN THE 

POLITICAL PROCESS AND THE ELECTION OF MORE BLACKS TO VECISION-

MAKING POSITIONS WILL SERVE TO ENHANCE THE CAUSE AS BLACKS TAKE 

.THEIR APPROPRIATE SHARE OF THE POWER -- NOT THE TOKEN REPRESENTATION 

WHICH BELONGS TO ALL OF US NOW. ANV THEN, ONLY THEN, CAN WE 

BEGIN TO UNVO THE TREMENDOUS PSYCHIC VAMAGE WHICH HAS BEEN 

VISITED UPON EVERY GENERATION OF BLACK AMERICANS. WHEN BLACKS 
I 

I 

BEGIN TO TAKE THEIR RESPECTIVE PLACES AT ALL LEVELS OF SOCIETY, 
. 

THE!R CHILVREN WILL NO LONGER ASSUME FAILURE BUT WILL STRIVE FOR 

SUCCESS. ANV AT THAT POINT; WHEN THE DREAMS ANV HOPES ANV EXPECTATIONS 
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. OF ALL BLACK CHILVREN ARE NO VIFFERENT THAN THE VREAMS AUV HOPES 

OF WHITE CHILVREN, ~IJLY THEN WILL BLACK AMERICANS BE ABLE TO 

TO COUNT FREEDOM AMONG THEIR BLESSINGS. 

MY FRIENVi, WE HAVE MILES TO GO ANV THE STAKE IS PERSONAL 

NOT JUST FOR EACH ANV EVERY BLACK IN OUR NATION, BUT FOR 

EVERYO~E WHO CALLS HIMSELF AMERICAN. WE CANNOT AFFORV TO LIVE 

AS A "HOUSE VIVIVEV" NOR CAN WE ALLOW ANOTHER GENERATION OF 

OUR CHILVREN TO SUFFER ALL THE PANGS OF INEQUALITY ANV LOST 

POTENTIAL. IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN MY BELIEF THAT SOCIAL PROGRESS 

ANV SOCIAL JUSTICE MUST GO HANp IN HANV WITH FREEVOM. AS WE 

CELEBRATE OUR HISTORY AS AMERICANS, AS BLACK AMERICANS, WE SHOULV 

REMEMBER THAT THE . TRAVITION OF VEMOCRACY REQUIRES THAT WE 

CONTINUE TO SEEK A HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE FOR ALL OUR CITIZENS, 

ANV THAT WE CONTINUE TO CONFRONT THE CHALLENGES AS THEY PRESENT 

THEMSELVES. ·THE GREAT CHALL~NGE BEFORE US IS OUR OWN PURSUIT 

OF JUSTICE FOR OUR BROTHERS ANV OUR SISTERS ANV TO OVERCOME THE 

SCARREV HERITAGE OF CP~RESSION WHICH HAS PREVENTEV TOO MANY OF 

OUR BLACK CITIZENS FROM EVER EXPERIENCING THE PRINCIPLES LJ ?ON 

WHICH THIS COUNTRY WAS BUILT ... LET ALONG CELEBRATING THEM. 

I 
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