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NATIONAL PROGRAMMING DIVISION 

10 COLUMBUS CIRCLE 
NEW YORK 10019 

(212) 262-4200 

Mr. Robert Brown 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO 

THE PRESIDENT 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Bob, 

October 20, 1972 

As I promised, I am enclosing a copy of the transcript 
of the program you taped with Waldaba Stewart, the New York 
State Senator. 

Thank you very much for your promptness and let me 
apologize for the usual television studio delays. We're 
calling this program "Black Pro Nixon/Black Pro McGovern" 
and it will be broadcast nat~onally on the Public Broad-
casting Service on Tuesday, October 31 at 9:30 p.m. 
(in D.C. on Channel 26). 

I've been thinking to myself that it is ironical that 
a picture of the President has been projected as forthright 
as you did in an atmosphere of fairness on a Black program 
oriented to Black people. In all of the previous settings 
in which proponents of Mr. Nixon have tried to describe him, 
I have never seen it relate as specifically to Blacks as you 
were able to do. 

Ton rown 

TB:ca 
Enclosure 

Executive Produce:?\ _ 
BLACK JOURNAL \(~- FO~O 

cc: Mr. Stanley Scott 
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NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION 

BL.'Z'.,.CK JOFRJ.'\JAL 

BL:1'1.CK PRO NIXO:c:J 

BLACK PRO MC GOVERN 

----------------------
MUSIC 

NARRATION 

Black Journal is an on the air magazine reporting on the 

personalities, ideas and issues that affect black America . 

It attempts to achieve balance by report ing from a black 

NARRATION 

This s eason we are offering you free the Bl ack Journa l 

magazine filled with articles about our program and philosophy, I 

ideas of leading black and many more interesL3ng features . 

For -0 free souveni r copy send your name and adJres s and 50 c e nts 

in postage stamps, do not send cash, to Black Journa l, 

Depa rtment M, ·10- Columbus Circle, New York, N,~\-7 York .. 
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Now th2.t the presidential election is only one we~k away, 

the black community grapples with itself for direction and 

a commitment to either George McGovern or Richard Nixon as 

our next president. 

Symbolizing the difference in ideological orientation prevalent 

in the black community are Robert Brown, special assistant to 

President Nixon, who supports his reelection and Waldaba Stewart, 

a state senator from New York who supports the election of 

Ge orge McGovern as President. To either of you, to put our 

dialogue in perspective, al though v1e are Americans and we are 
-•-. -·~·-

affected by the issues that affect ( ~ffect·: all Americans, because we 
._____ ___ •• 

are black and our unique relationship to whites in this country, 

we as blacks are concerned how a president feels about black people, 

personally, because the president, at least thus far, has always 

been white. How would you respond to that, Mr. Brown? How do 

you feel that the president ideologically relates, or what do you 

think his basic attitude is toward black Americans? 

ROBER'I' BROWN 

In the 3 1/2 years since I've been in Washington, I think the 

president has macle a unique effort to include blacks on every ---~ , 
~FO~O 

level within the federal structure, in jobs where blc::ick.s hav J <'cil 
< :I' ,.,. .l: - ... -'" ./ 

I 



not served before, in the White House itself, tradition hc.l. s 

been that you would hnve one black staffer and one black 

secretary, and that's the way it was when we came. here, 3 1/2 

years ago. It's no longer the case. In the office of management 

and budget alone in the White House, we have more than 30 young 

blacks, so all told I would say we have maybe 100 times more 

blacks in the ·white House itself than ever before. So I think . 
what is happening, in the real sense, is that we've changed things 

to the point where it will never be the same again. All of the 

people who have talked about given anti Nixon attitudes and 

slogans and so forth, the president has set a record, he's set a 

record in all these areas, employment, sickle cell anemia, sick le 

cell anemia's been around a long time, black people have suff2red 

from it for a thousand years, but up to two years ago, nobody ever 

thought too much about it, and this here's been the first 

president to move ahead in this area, and many others, to get black s 

into business, in the mainstream of what's happening in the 

country. So I would say that from this, and from what he has done 

thus far, which is a tr emendous beginning he has depicted an 

attitude that we want to get the job done, we don't want to 

promise people - son\ething and don't deliver and that is what has 

happened too often in the past. 

I 



. I 

304/4 

\ 
Mr. Stuart, \ al thou gh the polls indicate that Mr. McGover:1 is 

I 
leading Mr. Nixon in the black community there's still et 

sentiment in the black community that Mr. McGovern, because 

he's from a state ~ith a very small black constituency, perhaps, 

is not sensitive enough to the needs of black people. Now how 
' 

do you size Mr. McGovern up, in comparison'to Mr. Nixon, in 

ideological 

STUART 

relatiod to 
\ 

\ 
\ 

the black community ? Or to black people? 

Well, Senator McGoverti has proven himself to be a man with the 

\ guts to take morally sqnnd positions, even at times at the cost 
\ 

to the point wjere it will 
\ 

never be the s2me again. All of 
\ 

the people talke~ about given anti Nixon attitudes 

\ 
and slogans and so forth, the president has set a record, 

\ 
he's set a record i all the ~e areas, employment, sickle 

\. 
cell ·anemia, anemi'a' s been around a long time, 

\ 
\ 

Black people have su,fered from \~' for a thousand years, but. 

up to twc::i years ago, obody ever th~_mght too much about it, 
\ . \ and this here's been t1\e first presJ_dent to move ahead 

i \ 
in this area, anq._ many o hers, tp get Bl'qcks into business, --

' in the mainstream of what s happening in tli'e,. country. So I 
···,,." 

would say that from this, what he has , aone thus far, . , t~.ro~. which is a. tremendous beginning he has depicted an attitude J - <~ 
< :D\ a: that we want to get the job do1e, we don't want to promise 
,D "' 

.,/ 

p ;.:ople s crnt: t hing and don't d e li ve and that is wll a t has 

I 
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Mr. Stuart, althou gh the polls indicate that Mr. McGovern is 

leading Mr. Nixon in the Black commu11i ty there 's still a 

sentiment in the Black community that Vir. McGovern, b ecause 

he's from a state with a very small Black concti tuency, perhaps, 

is not sensitive enough to the needs of Black people. Now how 

do you size Mr. McGovern up, in comparison to Mr. Nixon, in 

ideological relation to the Black community? Or to Black 

people? 

STUAR'r 

Well, Senator McGovern has proven himself to be a man with the 

guts to take morally sound positions, even at times at the cost 

of support in certain sectors of our nation. He has h2,d the 

courage and the commitment for example to vrnrk towards the reform 

of the Democratic party to make it more inclu sive of all. minority 

groups and all ideological factions within the democratic family. 

"That took courage and commitment and what we need at this time 

in this nation is a president who will stand up for what is 

morally right in terms of the various ethnic groups and the 

various minorities of our country, and this is an area ·where we 

feel that McGovern .does a much better job than Nixon. 
- -~--

By implication are you saying that Mr. Nixon does not take 

a moral position toward Black pecple? 

STUAJ<'l' 

1·Je 11, in rnuny parts of our country th ,::r0. sc2•:1: .. t.,J b,2 <1.n open 
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I do not sec t h 1c) evidence of the rnor;:d commitment and the 

outspoken lea ,~e rship on the pa.rt of - p~~c:sident Nixon in this 

arec1 of prEsick ntial activity th2t h e~ sb o uld follc.1w. 

There are two things I'd like to respond to here, the courage 

situation the Senator brought up. When you talk about courage 

I think that a man like Senator McGovern who says one thing 

one day and the next day he ' s altogether different, courage, 

that it took for him to stand behind Senat:or Eagleton , 1,000 

percent , and what happened to Senator Eagleton , the courage that 

it took when he announced back in 1971 that he was 1,000 percent 

behind the Blc, ck Caucus, for 6 500 dollars a year for poor 

families, a change in th e welfar e system, and then get away 

from that and corr;e to another kind of ,,._relfare program , then 

several months ago offering a welfare program of 1,000 dollars 

fo r every family in the country, that sort of t hing , and then 

vaccilate from that to something else . I think that the record 

is very clear in respect to Senator McGovern 's courage , Senator 

McGovern in 1964, 65, when the rJ.me ndments to the civil rights 

bills were co:ning up, Senator McGO\:ern -;,,Jas either absent or he 

abstained from .v9ting on those bills that affected the lives 

of Black people in this country . So I can't from the courage 

point of view, all the record says, it's just the oppos ite. 

In t erms o f ..,,_,:, cit y ou v,:2re sayi ng a b out Pre s ident doing certa in 

thi n gs in c e r t ain ar 0~ ~, I think tha t the President has shown 

I 



Black hostili t y being against h im , and everything elae, doing 

more for Black people than the oth e r Pres ide:: ts have clone, 

wiih a ll of the promises they made, we 1 ve had presidents 

who have said that they come out for moral commitment, we've had 

presidents who got on national TV and said ·v,e I re gonna overcome 

and then they put one or two or three showc&se Black folk up 

there and say , OK, we have overcome now, or that we're gonna 

end ' pove r ty in the next 3, 4 years, and then ·we· look up and Black 

folk ar e cut out, they' re poorer th2,n they were ever before. 

This is not ... the Black people are no longer concerned 

with this kind of thing any more. I think ·what Black people 

are concerned about now are results. We 1 ve heard all the 

rhetoric , we knov, about we sha ll o vercome, we know all the 

spe e ches , cause we've b een hearing them all the time. 

TOI\1Y BROh'N 

You f e el that President Nixon 's posit.ion on quotas, that 

he 1 s limiting, eliminating I believe , the quota system that 
I 

L tJeu were using for Blacks in federal jobs, do you think that 

that adds to ·his record in t erms o f Black achievement? 

ROBERT BRrn\l"'N 

Well, number one., we have n ever us e d quotas within the federal 

system, 
(I 

acJ n there are very few systems anywhere that use quotas, 

becaus e the same way a quota works for you it can work against. 
;L 

you. As you know , for all too many years , jus t lije the quota 

at the \'Jl1ite House for Black folk, unwritten kind of quota , 

- , . 
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quot,: communication commis s ion wher e 

Judge >··,1j;;_:-:1in I'c,:;k s now serves, the quota for all time there was 

the US civil s-:::- _,_<.c e corr,;uis:::;ion was zero, and all .this has been ..• 

Sen.:itrx·_ :,:c;Gove::: l: ;_jas b een in congress for many many years, and 

if yo,J t.,'.:U t to <10 something about t}1is, why is it that all of 

a sudde~ ~n 1 97~. he's coming out and he's gonna do something 

ana· all of this? 

TI1is i.s +.:he f i·.~st t :Lrne ,._:}1;_,_t these kind of things have ever 

happen 2d , and aH ~Blackman having been involved in civil 

rights c:::,::J rnctn"/ ,:.",_he r areas , across this country,- for a good 

number o:C yeZ: "'.·s :·i::M , I hap:;:-.;2n to know that we wanted a high 

l e ve1 iv.: n i.n U,t:· c~..:~ f ense JE,partment for instance, at the 

Assist2n ~ Sec~c~ary level. There's never been one before 

thi s ad~j_nistrati0~. I happen to know that ·we wanted an 

Assistn2t Post~3 s~2r General Black, there was never one before 

I happen to know that we wanted a civil 

service curtmi s:_; io:, , ancJ thoj:e are only three that control 
I 

sev2ra l r;·. j_ll:i.0:1 c-::_vj_ l service jobs in this country, there was 

...... _.--

Let r.-1e: r·o_;_nt 0'1'.: tha t mc)3t of the so called advancements made 

ST:F, J. 1 business deve lopment, he changed 

. d :it'::; ·::r,c same program continuing, that 



-., ..... 

Nixon administration. Let' s deal a ga. in more speci ficai J:,' ·.::L ~r, 

fee 1 that the practicality of the si tu2t.ions ':!arrant~:, c~'- " ~;e . 

But it doesn't really take much courage to take what is~ 

position of a prevailing move to the right, in te r ms of u.tr 

country that does not in effect benefit Black people. 

for example it doesn't take any courage far Nixon to s2~· 

he's not for any quota. In fact, 

ROBERT BROTvN 

Well, Senator McGovern has said the same thing. 

STUART 

It doesn't take any courage for Nixon to say th~t he's no~ 

for busing period. 

ROBERT BRrn·m 

Or racial balance. 

STUART 

On any circumstance . 

The latest quote I got was that ... 

It doesn't take any .courage for Nixon to take a st.and that puts 

him in an image as being not friendly to Black people. It 

doesn't take courage, because a ceitain percent2gc of his 
·-- -- ,......--

constituency have that position. All right? Now let me 

deal with a point that does tal~e courag·e. It dCJGS take 

courage to say that you are morally c: u-,i:,ilttcd, quot.a o:c 

quota, to do right by every ct1inic grcl,p in the c(·>,_wtry . T 

h ave not heard Nixon s~y thnt. 

I 
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With rcs~eGt to what you said President Joh nson star t~a . I 

recall that back in 1968, as a young Black businessm2~, the 

BA (?) program and the SBA, the small business adminis trat ion 

which has been around a long time, the most the Blacks ever 

got out of that program in terms of contracts, was 7.8 million 

dollars and that was in 1968. Up until this time we have 

committed and we have gotten into Black hands, Black controlled 

companies, more than 300 million dollars. NO'w, you can say 

that that was started by President Johnson. That's all right. 

But the fact is it didn't happen under President Johnson. 

The fact is that President Johnson, or no other president, 

I'm not just talking about President Johnson, but.no other 

president thought it was feasible to get that kind of money 

out in Black hands. The sickle cell anemia program, and you 

said something about busing a few minutes ago. Let's be 

realistic about this. How are you gonna bus all the kids 

out of the Bedford Stuyvesant _area or Brownsville section in 

Brooklyn. It's just not gonna happen in the next decade or 

the next two decades. And I think \ihat people are doing in 

a very real sense in this country, when you speak of busing, 

you're condemning a lot of young Bla~k ~ids, Black kids by 

the millions in these areas, where some of us have lived, 

where some of us live now, we're condemning them to ar:other 

decade or two of inferior education, just because we're saying, 

well, we want some nore busing ... Busing for thn purpose 

strict] y for the purp ,.,se of racia] ba lc1nce is not gon n;: }1elp 

I 
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know that as we ll as I do, and ~ P may as w21.l t0:J b:.1ck 

people the truth now. 

STUl'.RT 

Well, again let's deal with the leudership t.h3. t. t.:.i;.::! ?: esid,c:::t 

is supposed to provide. 

providing the top quality education. 

one priority in his administration, in the DJ_iJ.-:"··: -:~-'.) , :rt..:m i ty . 

That just has not happened, and of course vou a,·-" accuainte:0 

with our position that really, the busing p2.-oc2C111> e:.· j_s 1-:ot 

the issue. We've never said that. But I fee l .. .. 

(CROSS TALK) 

I said that I dn not see that Nixon ... it cc•c'.:m' '-· ~.i.::-~ 2cr,v 

courage for Nixon to say that he's against busi~ ~ ~~ ·riod . 

That's a nice vital statement. But it woul d ta~ c .. . 

ROBERT BROWN 

I would hope that you would refrain from s2y1ri:3 U·,.::,'·. and 

quoting the president, because he did not say t1v: ::. The 

president said specifically, I know what he sai(1, b:.-;::2,.u;-:-r.? 

I was there when he said it. He said specifi c a ~ly tn2t h0 

is against busing for the sole purpo~e of raci~l b -~--~ nce. 

Now the president knows as well as you kno,-· 2n6 I 1•;,0,\1 2nd 

everybody knows that there's gonna be some bu~;j ,.,~; :, , ! :...his 

country, the re I s been bus i ng for a 1 ong tir ,(:: , ;:, :,.·; t, r e ' ~, 

gonnc1 b e a lot more, but wha t we I re talkin9 ab",;_.;__ i:_, :-iot ·11..1.•_;: 

I 
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to improve that. 

S1'UART 

Again, you're spending time on the false issues. The real 

issue ... 

ROBERT BRO':-:N 

You brought it up, I didn't bring it up .•. 

.$TUA.R.'J2 

The real issue is the president's commitment and leadership 

the same way he fights to ram through a defense budget, what 

has the president done to really bring the delive_ry of quality 

education to every Black child in this country. The answer is 

he has not provided that commitment ... 

... let me tell you one thing here. The president asked for 

2½ billion dollars from Congress about t,,;o years 

ago for compensatory education. Now what did the democratic 

con9ress do to the president's bill. For th e 2½ billion 

dollars he asked for, they didn't think it was very important, 

because they cut it back to 500 million out of 2½ 

billion. Now most of this money would inevitable gone to 

poor Black school's -~nd poor white schools and poor Mexican/ 

li.merican schools, simply b ecause there was a provision in 

that bill that all of those school districts tha t had 

30 per cent or more poor kids in it, whether they be ~1ite, 

I 
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,. 1at (1c,es not now eYist in the laws o f this 

you':ce talking about equitable mon eys 

for FtC! sci 0 ,:..' ~• .: ~'. jn di_::c tr ic::ts ,·.•here maybe some of your people 

Jiv r a na ~ ~ cr2 oth~r 5 1.acks live, en masse around this 

country t h•.?n ·,:2 have to support this kind of thing, but I 

did not h~ a: from anybody and I didn't hear anybody 

sp22:king t:p ,.-11:sn Con cirss s eliminated 2 billion dollars from 

thut bill . I d ian' t he~r your voice I didn't hear the voice 

of any ma J,~,. 3L:ick spokesman in this country, but yet this 

bi 11 means ,5rea t ce2 l to Black people. In terms of the 

Black col lc~.:s, you t21:!.k about education .. the Black 

coll ege s 1:, ~~is c ountry that traditionally have educated 

and ,.-:ho h oV <.: t.cudi tiona lly never received any money hardly, 

very little, 2 few hlillion here and a few million theie, this 

yea r we wil l 02 spending more than 200 million dol:ars, you 

know, in gr~ntH in aid alone, these Black colleges. And I'm 

not talk.in ; :-: :out .. . irrespective of what the federal government 

is d o i ng 2t E:::,,_.,cnd Fni 1:ersity for instance, which is the 

very 

beginning 

•. ..,,- r•+-
t :. 1_: ... . L,. 

. . . p r0c,t.Jgious predominantly Black institution 

:•lr>.·,_Xhis has never happened before ... 

but what I'm saying, what I am 

have made a fantastic and tremendous 

that thJ~ 0 s will never be t.he same for Black 

'' ' L .. : _·;_ :. ... all t he promises. 

I 



intimidate the people in our . comr:1Un ity, and again I do not sec 

th~ president putting up a s tough a fight in th~t ar~2 as he 6oes 

about the defense budget, and getting mor e money for missles 

to waste away other people in other lands. 

ROBERT BROWN 

I'd hate to put it this way, sir~ but I'm glad you b rought 

the drug subject up. For one reason, for about 3 ye ars , I 

was a federal narcotic agent I worked in v a rious parts of 

the country including your own . district, New York, and I happen 

to know for a fact that ~or many many years up until 3 years 

ago, the maximum amount of money that was ever spent :Lri. any 

one year for fighting the drug, the dreaded drug probl em in 

this country was about 50 million dollars . Today, our budget 

is approachin9 400 million dollar s this year, to fight the 

dreaded drug problem in this country. And the president has 

committed himself and committed his administration to use 

whatever moneys, whatever resources that are available to 

fight the dreaded drug prob lem in this country. Now thos e 

are facts sebatirm abd bi natter how you put it, no matter 

how you wa.nt to . ~9t- it up, Black p e ople _have to knm-1 th2. t, 

and you can't cut it up any other way but to s ay that this is 

a fact of life. You know tha.t as well as I do. 
/

/FQ ~- . 
/() 
'-J 

I 

{,:,;: 
l "'I" ' ·. 

' 
STUART 

,,,/ 

Again, I like your langu aQe . Your l a nguage ic:: very c:ucful. 

You said every avni l aLle r~Hou rce. 



exists . 

to you that as f ar 23 we•~~ c0~cerned in our communities, crj_me 

has increased , . , inc.r-easea , and the availability 

of trea tment , just c•::3< a:,j '::'.li::~k in o.Ly c ommui.1ity across this 

country and they v.1il "1_ ~- : , ::,'_, U10.t t1h~ drug trea.tment 

resources. 

ROBERT BRO'ivN 

... what y ou are in cf£e:ct <: re :3ay2.ns:;,. though, Senator 

what you in effect '";:-2 s:.;\ ···], and \.'~--;;_,t you 2re doing is that 

you in effect are c~nJes::i~~ p~ior ad2inis trations, every one 

of them and every ':?rior prc--'i:.::..0ent ::::imply because up until 

about 3 years age t.l,erc ·-1:2-s r:.2ver ,Fi'-' massive effort to 

Now I know that, 

you know that, so I don ' t , yo~ know, that 's not a question 

of debate on th i s pr0Jr21rn >--~,:·ause ;·hat. ' s a mc':ltter of fact . 

In terms o f cri;-n-2, the BL;-::·1-. c:c:-"·,muci :-_y has to be for l aw and 

order with justicf_ bE:c,rn:c;c -'~'.·,c- Blac:: cc,r:nunit.y h as b een the 
... , -----

community that h as suffer~j 'I'hE., rapes, 

·}:-2s th::· Bla.ck popu l ation 



a gr e at many Blacks 

mass e s of :SL 2.ck ._., '....: ,_•~''.': h 2\1 :.:c s :::o i d to me personally, and have 

writte n lc ,: '.:: 2r.s ,.t11 r:.i h ave he1d p ress con f erence s, and said, 

OK, we're go ~na bs s0ppo r t ive o f the president. People.like 

Sammy Davi::c Jr ., ;:, .-~ •::> t:le l :i_}:e J ames Bro,,,;n, soul brother number 

one , p eopl 0 l i}; (--, -' ::__•:-, 3 :c o-wn, t -ne immo :r t a 1 football player and 

ac t or . .. o ;:L e: r pc: c:;:-,_,e a r::r o:c: s th i s nation ... 

the quo te ;':::,;:_-" ]_ l 0 a<c: :rsh io ,J'.) v ou f ee l that if President Nixon 

a l 3me d u ck preside nt, doesn't 

h a ve to pc1 L5cul0r l y nl a y p o litics, do you fore s ee him 

cormaittir~g b :i1:1s 2 lE ,:,c,re voci f erously th a n he has 

I 

b e i n g ab le to p 2T~ i c: ip~ t e i n e v e ry l eve l o f gove rnment, Blacks 

I s ·2c t h at acce l e rating at a very rapid 

h 2vc t o s ee th a t, and I 

think b~ rnt i o n a l a bou t it, you 
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president wl10 in his first term in office received very few 

Bl ack vote~, in the el e ction, who has received _ very little support 

fr om the Black community . . and all of a suddefr he has done 

more in all of these areas than any other president, and all 

the se other presidents who r e ceived 90 percent of the Black 

votes , v;ho did nothing. 

Do you b elieve that President Nixon, as a lame duck president, 

would change his philosophy and attitude tm-.1ards Black people? 

Recent events belie that thou ght altogether. Let·• s take the 

r epublican convention, in Miami. They practically said we 

d on 't want any more Blacks in the republican party. So yes, 

the democrats have had their problems, I'm not going to be 

insincere on this program. However, we have a Kennedy for 

president on the dernocratic side , who has fought v:ithin his own 

p a r ty to open that party to Blacks and has succeede d in opening 

that parti to Blacks. On the other side we have a president that 

c alls the sig-r1als in th e republ ican convention and keeps his 

p arty closed to Blacks. Now the signals don't seem to portend a 

n ew Nixon, th a t woulc1 be concerned about the political empowerment 

o f Black peopJ.e in U1is crisis. . ~;f~ PC)~(),. 
tr ,. a, 
\},\ :ii 

Now you know as wet· _ _);.$ lot of Black peopl e in Miami. 

I ]:now that the onJ.y way that you ' re gonna effectively partjcipate 



democratic party 90 per c 2n t: an cJ son\E.:tirr:e 3 SO p er c2 ···,t of -:-: I:.;::: ,J 

at the past convention wa s very li tt le. 

TONY BROWN 

We have run out of time , and I thc!:.--li: you 3~:oth'::r h1c·.:;: z-;nd :;: 

Next '"·eek on BLACK JOumn\L we vi::.ll con t i:-r: . .-:'.=:. •~n:r 

the next president as it affects Black life. 

I 

..... __ _ 




