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‘ 10 COLUMBUS CIRCLE
. { NEW YORK 10019

' 12)262-4
NATIONAL PROGRAMMING DIVISION (212)262-4200

October 20, 1972

Mr. Robert Brown
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO
THE PRESIDENT

White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Bob,

As I promised, I am enclosing a copy of the transcript
of the program you taped with Waldaba Stewart, the New York
State Senator. :

Thank you very much for your promptness and let me
apologize for the usual television studio delays. We're
calling this program "Black Pro Nixon/Black Pro McGovern"
and it will be broadcast nationally on the Public Broad-
casting Service on Tuesday, October 31 at 9:30 p.m.

(in D.C. on Channel 26).

I've been thinking to myself that it is ironical that
a picture of the President has been projected as forthright
as you did in an atmosphere of fairness on a Black program
oriented to Black people. In all of the previous settings
in which proponents of Mr. Nixon have tried to describe him,
I have never seen it relate as specifically to Blacks as you
were able to do.

erely,

Tony~Brown \
Executive Producer, BT
TB:ca BLACK JOURNAL \ /o TORG
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NARRATION

Black Journal is an on the air magazine reporting on the
personalities, ideas and issues that affect blaéﬁ America.

It attempts to achieve balance by reporting from a black

i g T g =
NARRATION

This season we are offering you free the Black Journal

magazine filled with articles about our program and philosophy,
ideas of leading black and many more interesting features,

For.ia free souvenir copy send your name and address and 50 cents

in postage stamps, do not send cash, to Black Journal,

Department M, 10‘éolumbus Circle, New York, New York . . .
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TONY BROWN

Now that the presidential election is only one week away,

the black community grapples with itself for direction and

a commitment to either CGeorge McGovern or Richard Nixon as

our next president.

Symbolizing the difference in ideological orientation prevalent
in the black community are Robert Brown, special assistant to
President Nixon, who supports his reelection and Waldaba Stewart,
a state senator from New York who supports the election of
Ceorge McGovern as President. To either of you, to put our
dialogue in perspective, although we are Americans and we are

affected by the issues that affect{éﬁ%ggf’all Americans, because we
afe black and our unique relationship to>whites in this country,

we as blacks are concerned how a president feels about black people,
personally, because the president, at least thus far, has always
been white. How would you réépond to that, Mr. Brown? How do

you feel that the president ideologically relates, or what do you

think his basic attitﬁde is toward black Americans?

ROBERT BROWN S

In the 3 1/2 years since I've been in Washington, I think the

president has made a unique effort to include blacks on every ..
s FORAN
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level within the federal structure, in jobs where blacks havé? 2%
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not served before, in the White Houée itself, tradition has

been that you would have one black staffer and oné black
secretary, and that's the way it was when we came here, 3 1/2
years ago. It's no longer the case. In the office of management
and budget alone in the White House, we have more than 30 young
blacks, so all told I would say we have maybe 100 times more
blacks in the White House itself than ever before. So I think
wﬁat is happening, in the real sense, is tha£ we've cﬁanged things
to the point where it will never be the same again. All of the
people who have talked about given anti Nixon attitudes and
slogans and so forth, the president has set a record, he's set a
record in all these areas, employment, sickle cell anemia, sickle‘
cell anemia's been around a long time, black people have suffered
from it for a thousand years, but up to two years ago, nobody ever
thought too much about it, and this here's been the first
president to move ahead in this area, and many others, to get blacks
into business, in the mainstféam of what's happening in the
country. So I would say that from this, and from what he has done
thus far, thch is a’tremendous beginning he has depicted an
attitude that we want to get the job done, we don't want to
promise people something and don't deliver and tha£ is what has

happened too often in the past.
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TONY. BROWHN Y

Mr. Stuart, although the polls indicate that Mr. McGovern is

! A
leading Mr. Nixon in the black community there's still a

sentiment in the biack community that Mr. McGovern, because
he's from a state ﬁith a very small black constituency, perhaps,
is not sensitive enough to the needs of black p;ople. Now how
do you size Mr. McGEvern up, in comparison to Mr. Nix;n, in

ideological relation to the black community? Or to black people?
"\

STUART \

\

Well, Senator McGoverﬁ has proven himself to be a man with the
\ .

\ Loh :
guts to take morally sound positions, even at times at the cost

to the point wjere it will never be the same again. All of

about given anti Nixon attitudes

5:?090
which is a tremendous beginnipg he has depicted an attitude /9 <a
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that we want to get the job done, we don't want to promise ?; g

people something and don't delivey and that is what has



Mr. Stuart, although the polls indicate that Mr. McGovern is
lecading Mr. Nixon in the Black community there's still a
sentimcht in the Black community that Mr. McGoverﬂ, because

he's from a state with a very small Black conctituency, perhaps,
is not sensitive enough to the needs of Black people. Now how
do you size Mr. McGovern up, in comparison to Mr. Nixon, in
ideological relation to the Black community? " Or to Black
people?

ST T

Wellh Senator McGovern has proven himself to bhe é man with the
guts to take morally sound positions, even at times at the éoét
of support in certain sectors of our nation. He has had the
courage and tﬁe commitment for example to work towards the reform
of the Democratic party to make it more inclusive of all minority
groups and all ideological factions within the democratic family.
"That took courage and commitment and what we need at this time

in this nation is a president who will stand up for what is
morally right in terms of the various ethnic groups and the
various minorities of our country, and this is an aréa where we

feel that McGovern .does a much better job than Nixon.

JONY BROWN
A : . ’ : ,Afﬁb

By implication are you saying that Mr. Nixon does not take fﬁé

b

~f

Sy (<

a moral position toward Black pecple? : Vz
. o
STUART N

Well, in many parts of our country there seems to be an open
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I do not seec the evidence of the moral commitment and the
outspoken leadership on the part of "~ Prcsident Nixon in this
area of presidential activity that he should follow.:
ROBERT_BROWIN
There are two things I'd like to respond to here, the courage
situation the Senator brought up. When you talk about courage
I think that a man like Senator McGovern who says one Ehing
oné day and the next day he's altogether different, couéage,
that it took for him to stand behind Senator Eagleton, 1,000
percent, and what happened to Senator Eagleton, the courage that
it took when he announced back in 1971 that he was 1,000 percent
behind the Black Caucus, for 6500 dollars a year for poér
families, a change in the welfars system, and then get away
from that and come to another kind of welfare program, then
several months ago offering a welfare program of 1,000 dollars
for every family in ?he country, that sort of thing, and then
vaccilate from that to something else. I think that the record
is very clear in respect to Senator McGovern's courage, Senator
McGovern in 1964, 65, when the amendments to the civil rights
bills were coming up, Senator McGovern was either absent or he
abstained from voting on those bills t£é£ affected‘the lives
of Black people in this country; So I can't from the courage
point of view, all the record says, it's just the opposite.
In terms of what you were saying about President doing certain i\
things in certain areas, I think that the President has shown

this nation that he's a man who can stand above the battle



Black hostility being against him, and everything else, doing
more for Black people than thé other President; have done,

with a2ll of the promises they made, we've had presidents

who have said that they come out for moral commitment, we've had
presidents whovgot on national TV and said we're gonna overcome
;nd then they put one or two or three showcase Black folk up
there and say, OK, we have overcome now, or that we're gonna

end poverty in the next 3,4 years, and then we lcok up ané Black
folk are cut out, they're poorer than they were ever before.
This is not...the Black pecple are no longer concerned

with this kind of thing any more. I think what Black people .
are concerned about now are results. We've heard all the
rhetoric, we know about we shall overcome, we know all the

speeches, cause we've been hearing them all the time.

TONY BROWN

You feel that President Nixon's position on quotas, that

he's limiting, eliminaﬁing I beiieve, the quota system that'
t%eu were using for Blacks in federal jobs, do you think that
that adds to his record in terms of Black achievement?

- ROBERT BROWN

Well, number one, we have never used quotas within the federal

system, agg there are very few sYStems anywhere that use quotas,
because the same way a quota works for you it can work against /§;FOEE
. N by |

you. As you know, for all too many years, just lije the quota %
-
at the White House for Black folk, unwritten kind of quota, ?

but a gquota for a long time was zerce, until the Eisenhowor
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gquote in other 2as, the federal communication_commission where
Judge Leajamin lovoks now serves, the quota for all time there was
~» 1o Blacks serving on the FCC, the quota for
zero, and all .this has been...
and

PR

Zerc,  Ladre, ars 3
rioe commission was

128 been in congress for many many years

the US civil
MoGovexrn ha e
do something about this, why is it that all of

0

Senatox
he's coming out and he's gonna do something

want to

if you
972

LEX l/.

Yo

in various positions and all of this?

a suddéen

about Blo> ving in var
time that these kind of things have ever

This Js Ehe Eigst vl that
happena=d, : : 2 Black mzn having been involved in civil
r oother areas, écrosé this country, for a good
number of vy to know that we wanted a high
) fense department for instance, at the
Assistar There's never been one before
3 Lomn I ha peﬂ to know that we wanted an
:-er General Black, there was never one before

=

Postmast

Assistnz sner
Lo I happen to know that we wanted a civil
and there are only three that control

this administration.
2 e uu,
vil service jobs in this country, there was

service commis
several nmillion civi
never & Zlack <¢ivil service commissioner before this
~F
R 2
administration. .. /£3
~f
o = : (2
STUART {Z
SRR | S
Let me moint out that most of the so called advancements made
by Hiron were s+wtad by President Johnson, and all that Nixon
did...let's take the 11 business development, he changed
i1 d it's the same program continuing, that

the
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Nixon administration. Let's deal again more specificaily

courage. Yes, it takes courage to change a position if yomy

feel that the practicality of the situations warrants cha.ng

5

But it doesn't really take much courage to take what i:

]

(=

position of a prevailing move to the right, in terms of our

for example it doesn't take any courage for Nixon to say

3

he'st not for any guota. 'In fackt, ...

ROBERT BROWN

Well, Senator McGovern has said the same thiné?

STUART

It doesn't take any courage for Nixon to say that he's nct
for busing period. On any circumstance.

ROBERT BROWN

Or racial balance.

STUART

The latest quote I got was that...

It doesn't take any .courage for Nixon to take a stand that
him in an image as being not friendly to Black people. It

doesn't take courage, because a certain percentage of his

-

constituency have that position. All right? Now let me
deal with a point that does take courage. It does take
courége to say that you are morally comiitted, quota or no
quota, to do right by every ethﬁic group in the country. 1

have not heard Nixon say that.

2.

puts
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With respect to what you said President Johnscn started, I
recall that back in 1968, as a young Black businessman, the
SA (?) program and the SBA, the small business administration
which has been around a long time, tﬁe most the Blacks ever
got out of that program in terms of contracts, was 7.8 million
dollars and thaﬁ was in 1968. Up until this time we have
committed and we have gotten into Black hands, Black controlled
companies, more than 300 million dollars. Néw, you can say
that that was started by President Johnson. That's all right.
But the fact is it didn't happen under President Johnson.
The fact is that President Johnson,.or no other ﬁresident,
I'm not just talking about Preéident Johnson, but'nblother‘»
president thought it was feasible to get that kind of money
out in Black hands. The sickle cell anemia program, and you
said something about busing a few minutes ago. Let's be
realistic about this. How are you gonna bus all the kids
out of the Bedford Stuyvesant:area or Brownsville section in
Brooklyn. It's just not gonna happen in the next decade or
the next two decades. And I think what people ére doing in

a very real sense in this country, when you speak of busing,

, ' -

you're condemning a lot of young Black kids, Black kids by Jg?v
- )
the millions in these areas, where some of us have lived, -
N

where some of us live now, we're condemning them to arother
decade or two of inferior education, just because we're saying,
well, we want some more busing...Busing for the purpose

strictly for the purpose of racial balance is not gonna help
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know that as well as I do, and we may as well tell klack

people the truth now.

STUART
Well, again let's deal with the leadership thet ihe President

is supposed to provide. Now I haven't seen Presidai Nixcn
providing the top quality education. The numnbazy
one priority in his administration, in the Blachk cormnuanity.

That just has not happened, and of course vou ar: acguainted

Qi
!
0}
I
~
¢

with our position that really, the busing procadure
the issue. We've never said that. But I feel....
(CROSS TALK)

I said that I do not see that Nixon...it doesn't taks any
courage for Nixon to say that he's against busing poriod.
That's a nice vital statement. But it would take...

ROBERT BROWN

I would hope that yoﬁ would refrain from saying that and
quoting the president, becausé he did not say thait. The
president said specifically, I know what he said, bocause
I was there when he said it. He said specifically thzt he

is against busing for the sole purpose of racial bxlance.

S S ”~ ’.{;6}3’\\
. o Ve 0 O
Now the president knows as well as you know and I know and A§¢‘ O
{3 |
§ 4 3 ‘ 1<
everybody knows that there's gonna be some busing in this \ %
: O
NG v
. . ' N g
country, there's been busing for a long tine, aud thore's e <

gonna be a lot more, but what we're talking aboui ig not Hjus:

disintegrate all those Black schools and do awaess

la% 74 hamamssma esm £anTl +hni- MTaml ramnmla hava e ~nooa3’0 1540
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to improve that.
Again, you're spending time on the false issucé. ?he real
issue...

ROBERT BROWN

You brought i€ ap, T didn't bring it Up...

STUART ' .

The real issue is the president's commitment and leadership
the same way he fights to ram through a defense budget, what
has the president done to really bring the delivery of quality
education to every Black child in this country. Thevanswer‘is
he has not provided that commitment... |

ROBERT BROWN

...let me tell you one thing here. The president asked for
2% billion dollars from Congress about two years

égo for compensatory education. Now what did the democratic
congress do to the president's bill. For the 2% billion
dollars he asked for, they didn't think it was very important,
because they cut it back to 500 million out of 2%

billion. Now most of this money would inevitable gone to
poor Black schools and poor white schools and poor Mexican/
American schools, simply because there was a pro§ision 1 /%‘- <
that bill that all of those school districts that had

30 per cent or more poor kids in it; whether they be white,

~

Bluck, Mexican/American, what have you, would goet the bull of



that monew. That does not now evist in the laws of this

L E you'ré talking about eguitable moneys

for the schoeois in districts where maybe some of your people
Jlive and ¥ ore other Blacks live, en masse arouné this
country then 'wve have to support this kind of thing, but I
did not heaz: from anykbody and I didn't hear anybody
speaking up vien Conaress eliminated 2 billion dollars from

.

that bitl. I didn't hecs

M

your voice. I didn't hear the voice
of any major 3lack spokesman in this country, but yet this
bill means 2 great deal to Black people. In terms of the
Black colie-es, you talk about education..the Black

colleges in this country that traditionally have educéted
most cf theo Rlack people who have received a higher education
and who have traditionally never received any money hardly,
very little, a few million here and a few million there, this
year we will e spending more than 200 million dolliars, you
know, in grants in aid alone, .these Black colleges. And I'm

not talking cbout...irrespective of what the federal government

is doing @t Howard University for instance, which is the
largest and nmcct prestigious predominantly Black institution

in Americas. Now this has never happened before...

We have not done enouch, but what I'm saying, what I am saying

' sn. FOR
very c¢lear!y...that we¢ have made a fantastic and tremendous /qu Wb(
beginning and that things will never be the same for Black _f;

3 ,b//
g Y/
"people in ilvis country coain...with all the promises. ~ e



intimidate the people in our community, and again I do not scec
tﬁé president putting up as tough a fight in that aree as he does
about the defense budget, and getting more money for missles

to waste away other people in other lands.

ROBERT BROWN

" I'd hate to put it this way, sir, but I'm glad you brought
thg drug subject up. For one reason, for about 3 years; :
was a federal narcotic agent. I worked in variocus parts of
the country including your own district, New York, and I happen
to know for a fact that for many many years up ugtil 3 years
ago, the maximum amount of money that was ever spent in any\
one year for fighting the drug, the dreaded drug problem in
this country was about 50 million dollars. Today, our budget
is approachinc 400 million dollars this year, to fight the
dreaded drug problem in this country. And the president has
committed himself and committgd his administration to use
whatever moneys, whatever resources that are available to
fight the dfeaded drug problem in this country. Now those

are facts sebatirm abd bi natter how you put it, no matter

how you want to.cut. it up, Black people have to know that,

and you can't cut it up any other way but to say that this is /5*$5$-
p !('\ K 0
: : /9 .+
a fact of life. You know that as well as I do. 4 %
- B 9.
STUART o/
-

Again, I like your language. Your language is very careful.

You said every available resource. Now let's see how resources



either the condgress or youvr poesident decides that the priority
exists. Yes, it's tyue thv. o aow that drug addiction has reached

e

9]

[

the middle Pmericzn, the whtls communit in our.couhtry, that
there is some attention keino drawn to it, but again I'm saying
to you that as far a3 we'rc caoncerned in our communities, crime
has increased, drug addiction has increased, and the availability
of treatment, just ask any Black ﬁn any commtnity acrosé this
cquntry and they will telil vou that the drug treatment

resources. . . .

ROBERT BROWN :

3
0
h
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...what you are in zre saving, though, Senator

1]
)
M
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what you in effect aving, and what you are doing is that

you in effect are condemninz prior inistrations, every one

of them and every prior preiident simply because up until .

about 3 years agc there wess nsver any massive effort to

rid this country c¢f the drus problem. HNow I know that,

you know that, so I den't, you know, that's not a qﬁestion
of debate on this program be=cause that's a matter of fact.
In terms of crime, the Black community has tc be for law and
order with jus;ige‘bccausc the Black ccwﬁunity has been the
community that has suffered most from crime. The fapes,

the robber, the murcer, the wmuggers and all these other /=~

{ &
things, the Black commurity has euffered from that. \<

TONY_BRCYH

Do you feel that the Ionneral Lo party tikes the Black. population
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BAYSERT BR(L

I certainly do. f think that most Blacks, a great many Blacks
in this ccountry fool that vay and for that reason, I think

at’'s why many c©ff the top EBlacks in this country, many of the

= -~ o s g g
masses of Black peopl

0

have szid to me personally, and have
written leitters aud have held press conferences, and said,

OK, we're gonna be supportive of the president. People, like

-
1
i

Sammy Davig Jr., poople like James Brown, soul brother number

-
-

one, people like Jim Brown, the immortal football player and
actor...other pecpls scross this nation...

TONY BROWIT

If the assumption thit Senatocr Stuart makes that there 1qn.t
the guote maoral lLsadexshio 4o you feel that if President Nixon
wins, .the election, 2nd as a lame duck president, doesn't
have to pziticularly play J_anucs do you foresee him
comaitting himseli moere vociferously than he has

in the past to the nceds of Riack people?

ROBERT BRO VN

I see him progressing and moving upward in terms of Blacks
being able to participate in every level‘of governmeht, Blacks

Black pregress i minority enterprise, in education, in every

walk of life, Elacks., I s=ze that accelerating at a very rapid
. B s i . S 3 /FO
pace in the admipistrstion, and I have to see that, and I S Qb
/Q
- |

J <
think that if Blach rpoople would be rational about it, you '3 e
' i

would have to ss=e 1 too = Simnly becausa that here is a



304/18
president who in his fi;st term in office received very few
ﬁlack votes in the.election, who hasAreceived_very little support
from the Black community. . . and all of a sudden he has done
more in all of these areas than any other president, and all
these other presidents who received S0 percent of the Black
votes, who did nothing. . .

TONY BROWN

Do you believe that President Nixon, as a lame duck p;esident,
would change his philosophy and attitude towards Black people?
Recent events belie that thought altogether. Let's take the
republican convention, in Miami. They practically said we

don't want any more Blacks in the republican party. So yes,

the democrats have had their problems, I'm not going'to be
insincere on this program. However, we have a Kennedy for
president on the democratic side, who has fought within his own
party to open that party to Biacks and has succeeded in opening
that party to Blacks. On the other side we have a president that
calls the signals in‘the republican convention and keeps his
party closed tpdglacks. Now the signals'don't seem to portend a

new Nixon, that would be concerned about the political empowerment

/”r

e 1
N

. : et p
of Black people in this crisis. . . . ﬁQO
- / 53‘ (/
| & o
ROBERT BROWN o b
R f -
There were a lot of Black people in Miami. Now you know as weil | ,E

I know that the only way that you're gonna effectively participate
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infpPlitics in this country on the

L} "
efféctive on the local level. and Blacks ty=zditionall-

past 30 years or 40 years have bectn particivants

party on a massive scale on the liocal level, =

=

~would be up until the past convention, althoug

democratic party 90 per cent:and sometimes 9C pe

9 " T n i
Ll a8 I RKOow

vote, they received you know as we
at the past convention was very little.

TONY BROWN

We have run out of time, and I thank you 3:roth

thank you Brother Stuart for this wvery intervesti

Next week on BLACK JOURNATL, we will continus ou
of the presidential race by examining the next

the next president as it affects Black life.
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