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5 September 3, 197¢

Dear George:

1 would like to acknowledge and thank you for
your August 29 letter to the Presideat on
behalf of Mr. Aatone C. Haydea, who wrote
to the Presideat on August 20 asking that a
meeting be set up for Black Newspaper
Publishers and Presidents.

I hbave beea advised that Mr. Hayden's regquest
for such a meeting is presestly uader coansidera-
tion. Your iaterest ia this propesed

is sppreciated aad I will make certaia the
Fresideat receives your letter.

With warm regards, Q_?Bﬂo
Sincerely, o 5
b
NG

¥illlam E. Timmons - -
Agsistant to the President

Tyyua>

N\

The Honorable George M. O'Briea

House of Nepreseatatives
Washiagton, D.C. 20515

w/incoming to Stan Scott for further handling. Please
note Mr. O'Brien's request that he be advised of action taken.

WET:EF:VO:vo




\Vt GFORGE M. O’BRIEN
- 1711 DistrICT, ILLINOIS

-7/

422 CANNON House OFFICE BUILDING
(202) 225-3635

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES DISTRICT OFFICE

MILITARY INSTALLATIONS AND FACILITIES

57 N. OTTAWA STREET

smcounrrres Congress of the United States s S v

(815) 727-4718

HuMAN RELATIONS

P~ ‘ Bouge of Representatibes

Ny \) Wasbington, B.L. 20515

August 29, 1974

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

Mr. Antone C. Hayden, publisher of the Journal Newspaper
Group, the largest chain of black newspapers in the Chicago
area, has furnished me a copy of his August 20 letter to
you requesting that you arrange to meet at the White House
with presidents and publlshers of the natlon S black news-
papers.

I think this is a splendid idea. There is precedent for it,
as indicated in Mr. Hayden's “letter to you, a copy of which
is enclosed for your convenience.

The black newspapers are an important cross-section of the
media of communication in this country. They provide news
and opinion to millions of our fellow citizens. I think it
would be most worthwhile for you to listen to their views.

Although the Journal group's main office is in the adjoining
Congressional district of our mutual friend, Ed Derwinski,
two of its newspapers, the Chicago Heights Journal and the
Joliet-Lockport Journal, serve communities in my district,
and I would apprec1ate belng adv1sed of any action taken

on Mr. Hayden's request. =

Sincerely,

FORD\

> {,

Q @
G rge O'Brien z g

mber Congress (v X
> v/

S i

GMO/mb1l

Enclosure 5]
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September 26, 1974

Dear Bob: '

m:umamumm'mum
September 18 letter to the President concerning

the possibility of his mecting with Black news-
papers editors will be called to his attention

without delay.
You may be assured that your proposal will
be givea careful consideration,
With warm regards,
- Sincerely,
¢
William E, Timmons
Aspistant to the President
: ?aﬁo
The Honorable Robert P, Hanrahan C O
House of Representatives Q o
Washington, D.C. 20515 < 2
‘96 ;,
\. 7

%Eﬂi’;oming to Stan Scott for further action, We have been
advised by Warren Rustand's office that you are holding
this request for a schedule proposal at an appropriate date,
bee: w/incoming to Warren Rustand for appropriate handling,
bee: w/incoming to Ron Nessen - FYI

WET:EF:VO:vo

bec: w/incoming to Shirley Jo Hays - FYI N
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ROBERT P. HANRAHAN ] DISTRICT OFFICES:

3p DISTRICT, ILLINOIS ] Roowm 468
1229 ! EVERETT DIRKSEN BUILDING
P CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604
LONGWORTH OFFICE BUILDING CopE 312: 353-8093
“WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 ’ )
Cone 2022578 Congress of the United States 5700 e s e
oL OAK LAwWN, ILLINOIS 60453
. : CopE 312: 425-5884
PUBLIC WORKS Bouse of Representatives g
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS THORNTON TOWNSHIP HALL

Waspington, B.C. 20515 S wrps sy

CopE 312: 596-1990

September 18, 1974

The Honorable Gerald Ford
President of the United States
White House

Washington, D. C. 20501

Dear Mr. President:

I am enclosing a letter that I received from one of my
constituents, which was addressed to you.

As noted on the letterhead, Mr. Hayden represents the
largest chain of black newspapers in the Chicago and South
Suburban area and he makes a suggestion that you conggﬁ a
Publishers and “Presidents as ~did your predecessors -- Pres-
1dents Elsenhower, Kennedy and Johnson.

It would be greatly appreciated if you would take under
consideration Mr. Hayden's suggestion. I look forward to
hearing from you in the near future.

Wi armest regards,

FORD
o <
A
= |

-,

>

\
\< 2)
ROBERT P. HANRAHAN \(f-\) -
Member of Congress WO /
RPH:pk
Enclosure
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
October 2, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: STAN SCOTT

FROM: RON NESSEN Qn

SUBJECT: Black Publishers

I've received your memo and proposal for a seminar and meeting with
the President and Black publishers.

It sounds very possible, and I would like to talk to you in person about it.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 1, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: RON NESSEN
A
ol
FROM: STAN SCOTT, J’ ;
SUBJECT: Black Media

The attached schedule proposals have been submitted in an
effort to establish rapport and demonstrate sensitivity toward
~ the black-oriented media of the nation.

It is evident that much of the misinformation, apprehension and
frustration existing among the nation's 25 million blacks is
directly attributable to poor communications. We need to
focus on:bridging this gap to enable the President and his
Administration and programs to be understood and supported
during this peak period of unemployment and inflation which
weighs particularly heavy on this segment of the population.

The National Newspaper Publishers Association is the only

major media group that has not been invited to the White House
during the past five years. '

-Attachments
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 5, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: STAN SCOTT

COPY TO: WARREN RUSTAND

FROM: RON NEsseN £-H AV

SUBJECT: National Newspaper Publishers Association

I have received your schedule proposal for events connected with the
National Newspaper Publishers Association in January.

I agree with your proposal for a Presidential speech and for a briefing
by Cabinet members and Administration officials., I disagree with the
Presidential reception in the Cabinet Room with members of the
Executive Committee. I think the President can greet and chat with

the Executive Committee briefly before or after his proposed speech
at the Mayflower.

Please keep me advised on the progress of this, as I think it shapes
up as a worthy effort.,

% %\
Q 2\
= P
e P /
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OFFiCERS

President

CARLTON B. GOODLETT, M.D.
San Francisco Sun Reporter

Vice President

HOWARD B. WOODS
St. Louis Sentinel

Secretary
MRS. LENORA CARTER
Houston Forward Times

Treasurer

HOWARD H. MURPHY
Afro-American Newspapers

DIRECTORS

EARL DAVIS, JR.
San Diego Voice
and Viewpoint News

JESSE HILL
Atlanta Inquirer

D. L. INMAN
Inman Publications

EMORY O. JACKSON
Birmingham World

JERREL JONES
Milwaukee Courier

LONGWORTH M. QUINN
Michigan Chronicle

GARTH C. REEVES, SR.
Miami Times

JOHN H. SENGSTACKE
Sengstacke Newspapers

FRANK L. STANLEY
Louisville Defender

N. A. SWEETS
St. Louis American

ROBERT J. THOMAS
Milwaukee Star-Times

Executive Director
SHERMAN BRISCOE

CREDO OF
THE
NEGRO PRESS

The Negro Press be-
lieves that America can
best lead the world
away from racial and
national 2antagonisms
when it accords to
every man, regardiess of
race, color or creed, his
human and l2gal rights.
Hating no man, fearing
no man, the Negro
Press strives to help
every man in the firm
belief that all are hurt
as long as anyon2 is
held back.

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION

Black Press of America

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

770 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20004 3
TELEPHONE (202) 638-4473

November 13, 1974

Mr. Stanley S. Scott

Special Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D, C., 20500

Dear Stan:

It was good seeing you yesterday at the Africare grant
signing at the State Department and having an opportunity
to mention briefly some of the plans for our Mid-Winter
Workshop, January 22-25 at the Mayflower.

Enclosed is a copy of our tenative program., You will note
that we have you down to bring us greetings at our opening
. luncheon at 1:00 P, M., on January 23. And We have the ,’\

President tenativel rogramme our clo dlnne

on Friday evenin Janu 25, A11 of this
i w e .

is very Tlexible,

President’'s sche -

Additionally, it would be good if we can have a White House
briefing similar to the one in 1973, As you indicated, you
and Carlton and I could discuss this when he is here on
January 20-21,

Stan we want you to know that we are very grateful to you
for your kind assistance.

Sincerely,

Shermanﬂﬁ;fg::e

Executive Director
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NNPA EID-WINTVR T'ORESHOP
Jenuary 22-25, 1975

Yayflower Hotel
rasnington, D. C.

2:00 - 5:00

6:00 P. 1.
8:00 P. ¥.

8216 A Ha
9:00 A. M.
9:00 A. M.

foderator:
Panelists:

10:00 A. M.
Yoderator:
Penelists:

I

112090 As 1%
¥oderator:
Panelists:

12:00 Toon
Yoderator:!
Panelists:

12:45 P. M.

1 00 P. M.
Presiding:’

Invocation:
Greetings:

Address:
. ' 3:00 P. M.
6:30 P. M.
7:30 P. ¥.
Presiding:

Creetings:

Y7ednesday, January 22
Registration
Board Meeting ‘President's Suite
Reception : T :

Thursday, January 23

Continental Breakfast
Registration
Newspaver Circulation Seminar -

"Ways of Tromoting Circulation® .
Longworth M. Quinn, Michigan Chronicle
Robert H. Fentress, Johnson Publications
Joe Lewis, East St. Louis Crusader -
¥rs. Lenora Carter, HEouston Forward Times
Circulation Director, Wall Street Journal

"Ways of Selling Subscriptions® <.
John H. Murphy III, Afro-American /6@

wSolving Street Sale and Home De11v=ry Problems"

Garth C. Reeves, Miami Tinmes
Mrs. Marjorie B. Parham, Cln01nnat1 herald
W. A. Sweets, St. Louis American

11119m A. Scott III Atlanta Daily ’orld

“Importance of r‘1rcu1a{:1on Verification"
¥rs. Ruth Washington, ILos Angeles Sentinel
Officials of Audit Bureau of Circulation

Bfeak'for TLunch

Tuncheon :
Howerd B. Woods, St. Louis Sentinel
NITPA Vice President .

layor Walter Washington of‘Wthinguon Da Cs

Frederick Sengstacke, Chicago Defender . n\
‘¥rs. Lancie P. Thomas, Yobile Beacon < o
Circulation.Director, Newsweek : Do Y/
Caristopher Benaett "Seattle Medium o o

- Stanley S. Scott, Special Assistant to the President

Stanford Smith, Pr351dent ANPA
Theodore A. Serrill, Executlve Vice President, KNA

Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm or Rep. Yvonne Burke

Fyxecutive Session

Reception -- cash bar

Dinner :

John H. Sengstacke, Sengstacke Newspapers

NNPA Founder
Bddie Williems, President, Joint Center
for Political Studies

Dr. Lovinger Bowden, Acting Dean, School

of Communlcatlons, Howard Unlver31ty

Introduction or Speeaker: krs. Dorobhy Leavell, Chiicago New Cru

Address:

Dr. Carlton 3. Goodlett, San Franc1sco Sun Reporter
IIPA President

Ul



8:15 A- L{a'
900 "A. M.
9:00 A. M.

¥oésrator:
Panelists:

11:00 K. M,

Eoderator:
Panelists:

12-45

Friday, Jénuary 24

Continental Breakfast
Registration
Advertising Seminar

John L. Procope, IFew York Amsterdam News
Planning an Advertising Cempaign

Kenneth 0. Wilson, Afro-American ﬂewsoapers
Analyzing the Varket

Normen W. Powell, Amalvamated Publlshers, Inc.
Developing Sales Apnrchh : ,
Representative of J, Walter Thompson

" The Sales Presentatlon

¥s. Ophelia DeVore, Columbus Daily Times
and Nationgl Black Monitor

Special Problems o; Publlshers

william O. ? alPer, Cleveland Cell & Post
John A. Saundurs, Philadelphia Tribune
John B. Smith, Atlanta Inguirer :
Mrs. Mildred Brown, Omaha Star

" Williem H.- Lee, Sacramento Observer

P. M.
3200 i Pas Ma
Presiding:

Greetings-

George lMcElroy, Houston Daily Informer-

Break for Tunch

Luncheon ”

¥rs. Lenora Carter, Houston Porward Tlmes
NNPA Secretary :

President of Capital Press Club

Basil Paterson, Vice Chairman, DNC

Arthur Fletcher, GOP National Commlttee

Introduction of Speaker: \1111am 0. Walker

Address:

" 3:00 P. M.

6:30 P. M.

7:50"'Pe Mo
Presiding:

Greetings:

Addressf

9:00 A. M.

‘S8enator Henry M.

John H. Powell, Jr., Chairman Equal Employment
Ooportunlty Comm1551on

FRuu TIME

-Reception -- cesh bar :
Dinner : 5

Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett San Fran01sco Sun Reporter
: NNPA President
Berkeley G. Burrell, President, Natlonal Buclness League

Clarénce Mitchell, Jr., D1recuor, Washington Bureau
NAACP : S :

President Gerald R. Ford
Nelson Rockefeller
! % 4

or Vice President

Jackson
Saturday, Jaﬁuary 25

Board Meeting President's Suite

Bon Voyage

ETa T~
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MEMORANDUM FOR:
FROM:

SUBJECT:

In a follow-up to my

-

-

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

& FORDY
November 21, 1974 0 <-;ﬁ\
2 2)
WARREN RUSTAND 0:-9 x:/
PP B

STAN SCOTT@&@“ s P

Presidential Address to National
Newspaper Publishers Association,
Mid-Winter Workshop, January 22-25,
Mayflower Hotel

earlier Presidential proposal (attached)

submitted to your office, I am forwarding to you the latest
correspondence received from the NNPA,

Warren, stated bluntly, I view the subject national forum as an
opportunity for our President to issue forth a reaffirmation of

his belief in an open,

pluralistic society...to start a movement

of racial reconciliation. It has been too long since we heard a

President declare his

fundamental belief in equality.

Warren, this bold pitch should be made not just to Black and
Brown Americans, but to all the people to allow the President

to harness the innate

goodwill and good sense of the American

people to a cause capable of tapping the rich vein of idealism

in our heritage.

I am sure that some

of my colleagues will have honest disagree-

ment with my position that our fundamental problem today is not the
technical problem of halting inflation, ending recession, curbing
pollution, or any of a number of other important issues. The
fundamental problem is the moral one of restoring faith in self-
government and democratic institutions. I think this is the message

sent by the voters in

the recent election.

am meeting today with NNPA representatives to schedule a briefing

ih the EOB for them
they convene here in

with top-level government officials when
January. I hope that the President's schedule

will allow him to address this organization.

ttachment
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The Nezro Press has become the most influential
Negro businsss in jthe Twantieth Century...
UnZsstumatel, (it) has not received the
scholarly research attention it deserves.
Althouzh this statement originates in The Negro in the United States,

1

by Erwin K. Welsch, it is accurate and important enough for it to begin

the

pages of a work specifically rezarding, The Zlack Press, U.S.A., in

.

which author, Roland:E. Wolselesy factualy stated as follows:

.

A useiyl seurce 1s denied observers of the Black press
and Black jouPnalists: the autobiosmephies, biogzraphies, and
books of reminiscence so often writt@® by white jowrnalists,
editors, publishers, and others conn@g@ted with the communications
industry, Such booxs are among the Plchest portions on the
literaturd o Americon journalism, of stiy higher auality and

& 4
importance than the hundreds of novels and volumes of verss about

journalism published over the years which ordinarily constitute
the bédy of striectly literary material about an occunation or
profession. Yet of the many scores »f such 1ife stories few are
substantiszlly about Black journali Ct okert 3.
Abbott, a helf .dozen. aboul Freds 1 bout W.EeSe.

Dubols, twe about Garvey,

Gordon Parks' tocks, G ze S, Schuyler's
autobiograrhy, one on Trott 2y -
t

in Penn on
ninetesnth
form

-

the journalisis active in the 21

century constitute the extent of
h

to this writinz. Here and there 7
t #of them'in readily seen mazazine ity
vk , : £ h
: an an
JSuch as biograpnical
*or Scurnalists whos
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Thus, we propose to interview and photographically record exhaustively
at least 30 major Black newspaper publishers, editors and journalists in

their local settings, persons who are important figures in the Black news

media, and who have in various ways worked, fought for and contributed to

the almost century-and-a~hnlf existence of Black journalism. Money and
time permitting, we will interview an additional 10-20 Black journalists
which should also be included in this coverage.

" Qur project will entail; 1) travel to the locale of each individual
subject, and 2) expenses for interviewers and photographers, ﬁhich are
essential. In some cases, over-night, or even two - three day stays will
be necessary.

My principal assistant is Ms. Charlene A. Porter, a former student
of mine at Howard University, whc in the Spring of 1974, acquired a degree
in communications from that school;

It is vital to keep in mind that we will be dealing with men and
women in the Black media who are of strong individualistic character, and-
who have by dent of theilr personal iron will, carved out their destiny and
affected the futures of generations of American citizens, Black and White.

Therefore (and make no mistake about it) obtaining interviews with
the%e individuals-interviews in which several hours, at least, of intensive
questioning and picture taking will take placg will be no easy task.

To accomplish this project we will need much more than my particular

expertise in the field, and the unswerving talents and dedication of my
principal assistant, lis. Porter. We will definitely have to envision the

usage of Howard University graduates in this endeavor. They will be

pom—

FORD
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utilized as researchers preparatory to the actual interviews and ex post
facto to the completed discussions. .

It is natural that the sraduate students should be from the schools
and departments of Howard University since, lr. Charles Harris, Executive
Director of the Howard University pressyhas given his contractual promise
to this work. These agreements will be formalized immediately following
the necessary paper work.

The graduate assistants' principal work will be to comb the archives of the

interviewee
local 1ibraryv and courts and records vis a vis the prospective A ,

terwards they will bte utilized in researching national records such as
the Library of Congress and the National Archives, for supplementary in-
formation which will elucidate and highlight the collected material.

A crucial need exists for this project nct only because of the input
it would provids regarding the bi-centennial celebration of this country,
which is fast approaching, tut especially because the authentically rich
and virtually untapped vein-of history and inmumerable contributions made
by the Black Press to the past and future well-being of the United States,
have gone largely unheralded.

Hore important, many of the older, central figures are passing away
and with them vast amounts of personal information and huge chunks of
" Black history, leaving unanswered questions relating to the founding and
workings of individual élack newspapers, unique experiences of Black
newsmen and women in the covering of news and events peculiar to their
time and place over these historic years.

Time, then, grows late. Ideally, each individual'’s béckground would
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be somewhere permanently recorded for all of us. Realistically, such a
state of being would not be immediately realizable. Many years of painful
research and gocdly sums of money to unearth them in a meaningful way would
be needed. And even then this history would not be satisfactory as no
history, reconstructed on a second-hand basis, ever ..

Nothing can compete with the presentation of eyewitness views, in my
opinion. The smell is sharp, acrid. The flavor, heady and appetizing.

The story has a compelliﬁg immediacy that.makes all information culled from
archives and libraries, pallid by comparison.

The editors and publishers of Black newspapers and magazines are, of
course, second, third and even fourth generation descendants, in some cases,
of the pioneer Black publishers. .But the value that most of them possess
in terns of our project is that they have lived and worked in the great

depression era, have fashioned headlines during the great struggles for

Black enployment and for equality in the Armed forces during World War II; have

‘ been privy to the behind-the-scenes planning and organizing and

even

. decision
rehearsine of events leading to the historic 1954 Supreme Court A

Brown Versus the Board of Zducation (Topeka, Kans.); have followed Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. from Montgomery to Memphis; were the first to discover
Malcolm X and to chronicle stories of Karcus Garvey, Stokeley Carmichael,

~

Paul Robeson. A 3Black newspaper,
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A. Phillip Randolph, iam E.2. Dubois,
the Iichigan Chronicle, dispatched its sports editor to cover the fistic
rise of a nameless, practically illiterate younz wretchedly poor Black

. Detroit auto worker, Joe Louis, a fighter who became one of the most exciting

heavyweight champ§ in history. This editor quit the paper to become press
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secrefary for the Brown Bomber during his golden years. They have, in a
word, a shared experience that is at once unique and commonplace in
America.
The Pittsburgh Courier's great sports =ditor, Wendell Smith who
before he died joined the Chicasgo Sun-Tines was craditag with helping
to select Jackie Robinson as the first 3lack to enter major league baseball.
He wrote vividly and exhaustively about this pioneer big league player.
Yrs, lMary lclLeod Bethune's rise from obscurity to fame and power as
an educator and a regular visitor to the White House was closely followed
in the 3lack Press, but hardly anywhere else. It was during the Roosevelt
adninistration (1933-1945) that the "Black Kitchen" Cabinet-- a number of
-prominent 2lack men and women with whom the President consulted from tinme
to tine - came to prominence. The 3lack Press reported their doings but
this appeared nowhere else, certainly not with such clarity and in such
detail.
The editor of one of the six Black daily newspapers in the U.S.,
" Louis Fartin, has been a prominent figure for years in National Democratic
Party affairs. Presldent Xennedy plucked a Black newsman from California,

Andrew Hatcher for another historic first: assistant White House nress

Sherman 3riscoe, now the executive secretary of the National Association
of Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA) the Black organization, was
chased out of Louisiana in the 1930's when the paper he published so dis-

pleased the local white gentry with stories of criminal injustice practices

against 3lacks, they literally called for his scalp '
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The classic one-liner used by many Black night club comedians in reply to

the query: ("How far is it from Jackson, Hississippivfo St. Louis"?),

"By Greyhound or Bloodhound" came from the grist of the dally mill of
a Southern Black editor.

John H. Johnson, editor-Publisher of Ebony-JET (Johnson Publishing Co.)
who is the most successful Black publisher in terms of commercial dollars,
used to regale his editors and writers at weekly editorial conferences with
tales of his early escapades in the publishing field.

His tale of how he had to}disguise himself as a janitor and general
factotum to a white friend who in turn pretended to be interested in pur-
chasing a piece of South Side Chicago property but woulda't until his boy,
Johnson, who was really the interested buyer locked the heating plant over,
would have been hilafious if it were not so tragic. 3But this is Americana,
too, and needs to be told.

Some Black leaders still privately assail Robert S. Abbott, the fabulous
Black publisher-editor of the Chicago Defender for urzing Blacks to leave
the south and'settle in Chicago, which they did en masse in the 1920°'s.,
Abbott's critics believe he did more harm to the poor migrants, who arrived
unskilled (except in farming,) and unletterasd to f£ill up the small spaces
allotted them in that sreat American city by racist realtors who were, in
turn, meraly doing the bidding of the broad white community.

Others say, however, that Abbott helped to end the hypocrisy of Americas
that white bigotry and racism existed only below the llason-Dixon Line. He
helped to expose in a dramatic fashion, as others had been trying for years,
the fact that white racism is a seamless web in America. In the South it
;s oppressive, open and blunt; in the lorth it is adversive, quiet qviﬂsiii\
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operating behind scenes but nevertheless deadly in all its manifestations
and implications.

Emory O. Jackson, great editor of the Birmingham World, published his
newspaper the day after his offices weré bombed. The headline? "Editor
Bombed; Fortress of Trutl Still Stands."

The Norfolk Journal and Guide was called the "3lack Weekly New York
Times", tecause of its fine editing and sophisticated layout.

The Murphys of the Baltimore Afro America are pérhaps the most colorful
and prolific of all the great Black publishing families of America. The
Scotts of the Atlanta Daily World (an offspring, Stanley Scott is a White
House advisor to President Ford) must be considered a close second.

Connie Dejoie of.the Louisiana Weekly is an affable man who must have
a lot to say about Creoles and Elacks and others of New Orleans-- the
amalgam of races that make that city one of the most colorful (if you'll
excuse that expression) in the U.S. Dejoie, a lightskinned, straight haired
black, bbviously is of Creole extraction.

The Black Press is a dynamic press. It has covered many civil rights
struggles since the day John Russwurm and the Rev. Daniel Cornish launched
Freedon's Journal in New York in 1827, to the present. It has covered the
horrible Emmett Till murder (JEZT magazine's publishing of a picture of Till's
z-ra.f.er-ravaged body is an egregious classic) but it has also covered the fuss and

frillia of Dr. Alf Thomas® dauzhter and her extravagant wedding on
that island in the Detroit River just across the Canadian Border from the
Motor City. (The Michigzan Chronicle played this up). By the way, the

Thenas Brothers, Dr. Alf and Sam (who was not a physician) owned that island.
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Both are deceased now.

We want to trace the beginning of the Black Panther Press and
lMuhammad Speaks, the great lluslim weekly in Chicago and maybe talk té the
Hon. Zlizjah Munmhammad. Ill, almost 30, now, he has been hospitalized for
the past several wezls. We have to talk to him in a hurry, or it may be
too late.

A look at the Black press cannot ignore its seamier publications,
Bronze Thrills, JIVZ, etc., pulp magazines that thrived on not so subtle
pornography and aped the worst of their white counterparts.

Nor can this work ignore nention of those publications that circulate
Black but are, in fact, white-cwmeds Zssence, Scpia, ete.

But

.
.L.’-.

t iz t» the 3lack newspaper, that we will turn our focus, those

Fe

strugzling, heroic monoliths which were often poorly printed and edited,
which were always in dire need of operating capital; papers which until the
late 1940%s and early 1950's seldon scquired advertising sufficient to

235

meke ends meet, hence lived or died on circulation. Such ads as Nadinola,
(skin lighteners) "Reader" and "Roots", etc., were about it until the in-
stitutional ads such as local 3ell and utilities companies began to enter
with small quarter pagers in the late 1%940's. Sears, llontzomery VWard,
the huge whisky and cigaret advertising and other national advertising

B s - =3 35 . o e | TR 2 e win S Pt = 2
lineaze came later as the result of Johnson's shrewd salesmanship. Inci-

dentally, many Zlack publishers to this day have not forgiven Johnson for

o

his successes. They bitterly claim that while they were busy fighting the
good fight for racial equality, he was implementing plans for securing

windfall advertising for his publishing firm. It hurts Johnson, this talk,
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but he shrugs it off with a laugh.

I know that this will be an enormously important book. I lived some
of it myself, and personally know a great many others whe are still in
there pitchings I only hope we are able to secure the necessary funding
and can employ the conscientiously patient interviewing techniques and
editing it will take to do this monumental job.

For what we will be chronieling will be tales and vignettes by and
about the chroniclers. For more than one hundred and forty seven years
they have written about the births, marriages, divorces, awards, despalrs,
deaths, and the constant strugsle of their people for freedom and dignity
here in America. Some of it has been foolish; much of it heroic. We hope
to tell the stories about how they arrived at the decisions to do this,
what happened tc them while they were doing it and what the future ahead
appears to them to be.

And by the way, to be included also will be some accounts of the oldest
Black masazines, the Crisis (1910) and Opportunity (1920). Crisis is an
NAACP publication and wes launched when that organization began. Dubois
was its controversial and strongly opinionated editor for more than a quarter
of a century. Henxry Lee Moon who recently retired as longtime editor of that
publication will be interviewdd. As will Jim ¥Williams, brilliant editor of

Opportunity, the Urban League's publication which beszan print about the

)
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same time the League came into being.
As we gather material, we will keep an eye cocked to the utilization

of some of it for promoticnal purposes. That is, we shall use some pictures

and anecdotal material for stories for newspapers and magazines, and
hopefully for radio and TV interviews about our book. Foﬁo
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1.

2.

3.
kb,
Se
6.
7.
8.

9.

16.

Journalist

John Johnson
John Sengstacke

We Leonard EZvans
Murphy Family

Scott Family

Young Family
William Xunn, Jr.

Connie Dejoie

William Walker

John Dunzgee, Jr.
Alice Doneszan
Charles 67 X

Dr. Carlton Goodlet
Zmory O. Jackson
Ethel Fayne

Shernan Zriscoe

2 e 0 P s S
lirs. Robert Vann Family

4

Geoxge S. Schuyler
Frank Stanley

Opnelia Devore litchell

Periodical

Zbony-Jet-Black Stars
Black Yorld-Ebony Jx.

Sengstacke Publications
Chicagzo Defender

Tuesday-Tuesday at Homs
Ealtimore Afro-American
Atlanta Daily World
Norfdlk Journal & Guide-
The New Pittsburgh Courier
The La. Yeekly

The Cleveland Call and
Post

The Black Dispatch
(Retired)

Muhammad Speaks

The Sun Heporter

The Birmingham World
Sengstacke Publications
NNPA

Pitts Courier

Retired (Harlem)

Louisville Defender

Columbus Daily Times

Locale

Chicago, Ill.
Chicago, Ill.

Chicago, Ill.
Baltimore, d.
Baltimore, lid.
Norfolk, Va.
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Yew Orleans, La.

Cleveland, Ohio

Okla City, Okla.
Washington, D.C.
Chicago, Ill.
San Francisco, Calif.
Birminghan, Ala,
Chicago, Ill.
Washington, D.C.
Pittsburzh, Pa.
NeYoCo

H.Y.C,

NeY.Co

N.Y.C.

Louisville, Ky.

Columbus, Ga.
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24,
25.
26,
27.
28,
29.
30.

Journalist

Adam C, Powell, III
Longworth Quinn

Dan Burley Family
Andrew Hatcher
Dick Durham

A. Philip Randolph

Black Panther Paper,
or Louis Lomax Family

Periodical

New York Age

Michigan Chronicle

Locale

New York, N.Y.
Detroit, Mich,
Chicage, JT1l.
New York, N.Y.
Chlcage, 111,
New York, N.¥.

Oakland, Calif.



3
2.)
3.)
4,)
5.)
6.)
7.)
8.)
9.)
10.)

8
12.)
33¢)
14.)
15.)
16.)
17.)
18.)
19.)

20.)

21.)

22.)

23.)
2l1,)

CORE QUESTIONS

Is there a Black press?

When and How did you gzet your start in the Publishing Business?
Where was your first place of operation? |
How many employees did you have then/now?

What was/is the frequency of your publicatlon?

What was your largest press run? > FOQO\(\
QO 7
When did you have your highest circulation? 2‘ Ué)
@«
2
What reason(s) do you cite for that? . 2 sb -

7

Has the Black press business ebbed since then?

Do you see the Black press as sustaining its present hold, growing
or

Have you ever had any brouble with distribution or circulation?
What was your bizgest story?

What do you remember as your most drametic experiences?

Was there ever a time the paper almost didn't get printed?

Why did you enter-and stay in-the Publishing 3usiness?

How much Advertising Revenue do you have now/at start?

Are family members still part of the operation?

Have any other businesses grown out of the revenue from the paper?
Would you recall the heyday of 3lack Journalism?

Did you ever use any special publishing techniques, such as a colored
front page? Why?

How do you acguire and run your first press?

Have you ever been bothersd by companies you contracted your work
out to?

What impact did integration have on your paper?
Yhat was your audience like during the height of segregation?
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25.)
26.)
2%, )
28.)

29.)

30.)

What difficulties, if any, have you had cove<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>