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MEMORANDUM FOR: AL HAIG * |
FROM: BRENT scoxckox‘q _
SUBJECT: US Aid in the Afgfcan Fa;

In response to your memorandum of August 21, 1973, b oya
mendations concerning the pr points made by :
of August 17 on US aid to t& an famine.

V.

1. The Scope of the IngRelmf m

-- US assistance ¢b date is consiﬂ‘ered adequate, Qur corumitpae
thus far has amounted to-$42 mﬂimn, “which represents 40 percent of the
international effort. Thab€otal eﬁort; $135 million, equates with the kind
of response made to Bangladadh at a similar stage of relief.

-- Beyond the immediate food shortage, which will continue to Tequire
careful attention in the coming 12 to 24 months, there is the problem of
long-range recovery. The President has pledged that the US will ioin others
to assist in this effort. Careful planning fequiring a high level oﬁ %echnical
skill is as important as funds.

-- We must avoid promising more than we can deliver. In addition,
we must not generate false expectations of major new assistance to Africa
as a whole, since we would have great difficulty in delivering even if we
wanted to do so. The groups calling for a greater US role in the present
disaster are basically interested in more overall assistance.

2. Coordination Responsibility:

-- On June 20 the President appointed Maurice Williams his Special
Coordinator for American Assistance in the West African Drought Disaster.
Williams has wide experience in emergency relief efforts. He has been the
President's personal choice for coordinating relief efforts in Bangladesh,
the floods in the Philippines and, most recently,the earthquake disaster in
Nicaragua. Fogo
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ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 2

-- In the present situation he has coordinated a wide range of activities
by the appropriate agencies of the Executive Branch. He has sent teams to
the area to study various aspects of the problem and has a senior AID
official in the area indefinitely as his personal on-the-spot representative.

He has asked the National Academy of Sciences and MIT to undertake special
studies dealing with rehabilitation. He will attend a series of meetings in
Upper Volta next month, including a Heads-of-State meeting to further assess
needs and coordinate efforts.

-- Consequently, my own view is that while Mr. Scott doubtless can
make an important contribution, I believe the US effort should continue to

be coordinated by Mr, Williams,

3. Need for a Comprehensive Plan:

-- Ibelieve that the plan which Williams is pursuing is a comprehensive
one and that perhaps Scott has not been adequately briefed on the full scope
of our efforts.

-- However, more should be done to make the American public aware
of this effort. It may be here that Scott could play a useful role.

4, Drought Relief Commission:

-- A blue-ribbon, drought relief commission may generate calls for
additional assistance both for the current disaster and to Africa as a whole
which the US Government would be unable to meet, thus causing an embar-
rassment to the Administration.

-- On the other hand, increased involvement by private groups might
be encouraged by other forms of Presidential action, and once again, this

is an area where Scott might play a useful role.

-- Increased personal association by the President with the relief and
recovery activities might be considered.

-- He might personally endorse legislation pending in Congress to
provide $30 million in special assistance.

-- He might consider a personal letter to the upcoming meeting of the
Heads of States of the affected countries which Williams will be attending.
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ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 3

5. Sources of Food Supply:

-- Grain supplies worldwide are short and, actually, we are supply-
ing rice to Vietnam. The Philippines, the other possible source of rice
mentioned in Scott's memo, is also experiencing rice shortages.

-- Sorghum is the basic diet in the region of Africa we are assisting.
They prefer it to the more expensive and very scarce rice.

6. Direct US Relationship to Africa:

-~ US assistance to West Africa is carefully labelled as such. None-
theless, it is true that we work closely with other donors, particularly
the ex-colonial powers. They are an important source of development
financing for the area and our actions must seek to maximize their
assistance.

7. Possible Role for Scott

-- Finally, I would recommend that Scott be briefed by Williams on
US assistance to date and Williams' future plans.

-- In addition, we might consider requesting that Scott and Williams
jointly develop a plan further to engage the President personally in US
support activities.

-- They might also be requested to develop appropriate actions to
engage the US public's understanding of the steps which the USG has taken
and is planning to help the people of the stricken area.
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232-1414

Washington, D. C. 20008

2101 S Street, Northwest

~FAEtER

institution

August 9, 1973

Mr. Stanley Scott

Special Assistant to
the President

The White House

Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Stan:

I think I should amplify my statement of conviction

concerning the strategic importance of a powerful United States
response to the West African famine.

In short, the need for help is critical; only the United
States can make the effort succeed; the black population needs
a reassurance of Presidential interest; and it offers an unpar-
alleled opportunity for the exhibition of moral leadership by
both the President and the nation that is so urgently called
for at home and abroad.

I could amplify each of the above elements with statistics,
history and emotion at length, but I resist that temptation to
offer instead my most sincere form of commitment, a formal offer
of my personal services and the institutional services of my

firm on a no cost or non profit basis to see such a campaign
through.

There are numerous gimmicks and conjectures currently
afloat as to how the initiative can be regained in character-
izing the Government as a continuing repository for humane con-
cern, all such faint-hearted approaches are in my judgement
doomed to failure. The West African crisis offers a robust and
timely alternative. All that is needed to make such a program
live is imagination, seriousness of purpose, the commitment of
real resources and an undistorted image of humanistic concern.




Mr. Stanley Scott
August 9, 1973
Page 2

I believe the President and the United States capable
of all four of these vital ingredients. And I believe that
an excellent time and place to demonstrate this fact would
be at the August 1l6th regional meeting at Quagadougou by
prompt appointment of a special U. S. envoy for those sessions.

Sincerely,
e

Chairman
TLJ:yg

cc: Rev. Jessie Jackson
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August 10, 1973

Stan,
Here is what I thnk should be the type of presentation

that would be meaningful to the President and yourself.

Since you are arriving late, I will call you at your
office or your home on this paper.

Hope this is helpful.
Ted



The drought continues to spread effecting 8-10
million people in six countries in Sub-Sahara, Central
and West Africa. Without rain the famine which now
exists will only persist and become increasingly
widespread. There is an obvious need for immediate and
massive worldwide assistance.

In order for full-scale attention to be directed
to ending the famine, I suggest that the President
greatly increase}ggope of the relief effort in order to
more realistically deal with the problem which plagues the
people.

An initiative in the magnitude of the commitment
of the U.S. in the Bangladesh catastrophe is illustrative
of the conception of the magnitude of the relief required
in this emergency. Obviously, an initiative on this scale
would mean that the U.S. would commit a sum far-in excess of
the millions initially announced. In the Bangladesh crisis, the
U.S. relief and technical assistance totalled more than
$400 million. Due to U.S. involvement under President Nixon's
leadership, highly visual, yet basic impaet was made on the
Bangladesh problem.

Meanwhile in the vast Sub-Sahara area, we are witnessing
genocide by nature. Not only does the U.S. have a moral
obligation to help abate this crisis, it is clear that the
President's leadership would stimulate greater action by
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Agencies such as the World Bank.

Similiarly, the U.S. leadership would further
stimulate the tremendous non-government resources
available in private foundations, the business community,
church and labor organizations, social and medical institutions
and other humanitarian and civil rights groups.

Given the status of the problem and the President's
interest in solidifying our relation with Afriéa, it
would seem appropriate that as Special Assistant for minority
affairs, my office should move to immediately coordinate
a staff of technical assistants from the agencies of the
executive branches of government to combat the crisis.
Obviously, this effort should complement what is already
being done. But its merit may well be that it will approach

the crisis in terms of directing our resources to end

rather than to merely temporary allay the ultimate qviﬁﬁﬁa\\
consequences of this crisis. Not only must we feed the ,9 4%\
threatened populous and supply feed for the livestock on ;;D 25’
a temporary basis but we must look also to solving the -y

technological problems which contributed to this catastrophe
by turning our vast technical resources to harness the
natural'forces of this arid area.

In order to immediately focus national and international
attention on this grave emergency, I suggest that the
President announce a more comprehensive plan - broader in scope -

than his previous action. The President's next step should



seek to inspire additional public support as well as total
commitment from the private sector.
It is realistic that substantial money can be
immediately directed to this problem from the discretionary
funds availabls in the agencies.
Within ;czntext of this paper, the additional
sums needed should be assessed and documented in a bill
which can be submitted to the Congress by the Administration
as a priority request to Congress when it reconvenes in
early September.
It is my view that the sensitivity of the private
sector can be best stimulated by appointing a Blue-Ribbon
Drought Relief Commission of highly regarded private
citizens. Leaders from the social, medical, civil rights,
foundations and business community would be charged with
directing and coordinating the involvement of private agencies.
They should also serve as a liaison to government task forces.
involved in this crisis.
I envision that the involvement of nationally highly
respected leaders would certainly spark the sensitivity of the
general public to this cause. Some names comes guickly to
mind such as:
While there is no question that the U.S. and other < FOIm
world powers have the technical ability to meet this crisis é?
over the short and long range, we do have to deal with the (m

political realities of an effort on the scope which is S -



herein projected.

Certainly in an era when our moral leadership is
questioned at home and abroad, our total commitment
to aborting this famine can do nothing but reap benefits
from the international community while demonstrating to
the non-white populace at home and elsewhere that our
political differences stop short of people starving to
death.

Interestingly, when we turn to the question of where

-

; . FOR
can surplus food be found in adequate supply to meet this ’ W o

need, immediate sources which come to mind are rice i¢ 3
.») X
supplies which can be purchased from Vietnam and the \Sh /}/

Philippines - two countries which well-know the havoc of man
made and natural disasters. The technical and logistics
necessary togather, transport, and distribute these foodstuffs
is readily available.

My concern is that we all appreciate the urgency with
which we must activate the financial resources to expedite the
delivery of these emergency supplies and services. Yet we
need to began such long term projects as the exploration of
alternative water resources, more viable irrigation systems
and roads to transport supplies to harness the barriers imposed
by the ravages of nature.

In the space of three short years, we have demonstrated

to the victims of cyclone and civil strife in Bangladesh,



flood victims in the Philippines and earthquake victims in
Nicaragua that America puts people first. Our commitment
now to the people of Africa can be no less immediate and
effective.

Traditionally, the United States has dealt
with the West African nations through their European
colonizers. We now have an opportunity to develop a direct
relationship which will do much to enhance our sensitivity
to the problems of the emerging nations and give them a
chance to assess the level of our sincerity when the issue
is not what we can get but what we have the capacity and

willingness to give as a people.




Political Rationale - General Points

Will focus attention away from domestic problems re
give the country a dramatic new spirtual and moral
rallying point.

Solidify the American black community behind a
Nixon-administered project- (Give Special Assistant
Scott'sOffice an important role re Black community
will see him doing something meaningful).

Switch the political focus temporarily from the Middle
East to Africa.

Help the economies of underdeveloped nations from

whom we buy the rice and grain.

\7 Hyua>
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West African ‘Famine Zone’—A Road in Niger Leads From a Breadbas;
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rea Into a Wasteland

ON THE ROAD TO AGADEZ,;perished in Niger, Chad, Mauri-| with steadier rainfall that in-| On the way north, this rela-

Niger (AP)—Just ahead, the tania, Upper Volta, Mali and|sures that their little gran-|tively verdant countryside|after mile, the barren land is the death all around them, buy-|Tyard {",'

North of Tahoua, for mile{move. They are profiting from|to

15000 Arabs and|shifting sands; snd ovemlike
the legendary “blue|heat.. The nomads have pushed

3 ; . i e for s #
fabled mud-brick city of Agadez|Senegal. ; _|aries will be full this fall slowly gives way to patches|littered with dead ca!ftle and $85 gyégpgtsczt.tllwaﬁ @%g me};t O the desert. In-Gall t\he population over 93,000,
rises out of the wilderness at| ,A Vvast international relief| The countryside in the south/of parched land and thin scrub.|camels. b, iy herdsmen moving-south.,: - - built Font d an’ oasis, has also| ! They stand. in lines éa ch day
of Dhe Siliese effort is pouring. hundreds of|is dotted by small clusters of| n Tahoua, a cattle-market-! Few people or villages are Lakes in the Roa _ becoriithe home. of 7,000 no-|with cups and' bowls in- therr .
the edge e v thousands of tons of food grain|tiny mud huts or thatch homes ing town of simple adobe build-|visible north of Tahoua until . madsiforced from the desert, hands at 25 relief distribution >
...Far to the south, on the fer-jinto the region to keep the|that look like beehives, ~— |. 8 "\ Joitway from Ni-la man stumbles out-from the _i¥lﬂ?ﬂ,ﬁa‘m.¢”m* beavy|thelr fprds destroyed, | | |centers in Agadez and by
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 17, 1973

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: ALEXANDER M. HAIG, JR.

FROM: STANLEY S. SCOT&%

SUBJECT: U. S. Aid in African Famine

The countries comprising the Sudano-Sahelian area -- Mauritania,
Senegal, Mali, Upper Volta, Niger and Chad -- are experiencing a
death-dealing drought that threatens starvation for at least six
million of their 26 million inhabitants, There is an obvious need
for immediate and massive worldwide assistance.

In order for full-scale attention to be directed to ending the famine,
I recommend that the President greatly increase the scope of the
relief effort in order to more realistically deal with the problem
which plagues the people.

An initiative in the magnitude of the commitment of the U, S. in the
Bangladesh catastrophe is illustrative of the conception of the
magnitude of the relief required in this emergency. Obviously, an
initiative on this scale would mean that the U. S. would commit a
sum far in excess of the millions initially announced. In the
Bangladesh crisis, the U. S. relief and technical assistance totalled
more than $400 million. Due to U, S, involvement under President
Nixon's leadership, highly visual, yet basic impact was made on the
Bangladesh problem.

Meanwhile in the vast Sub-Sahara area, we are witnessing genocide
by nature. Not only does the U. S. have a moral obligation to help
abate this crisis, it is clear that the President's leadership would
stimulate greater action by other countries, United Nation Agencie
and Multilaterial Agencies such as the World Bank.
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Similiarly, the U. S. leadership would further stimulate the
tremendous non-government resources available in private founda-
tions, the business community, church and labor organizations,
social and medical institutions and other humanitarian and civil
rights groups.

Given the status of the problem and the President's interest in
solidifying our relation with Africa, it would seem appropriate that

as Special Assistant for Minority Affairs, my office should move to
immediately coordinate a staff of technical assistants from the agencies
of the executive branches of government to combat the crisis. Obviously,
this effort should complement what is already being done. But its
merit may well be that it will approach the crisis in terms of directing
our resources to end rather than to merely temporary allay the
ultimate consequences of this crisis. Not only must we feed the
threatened populous and supply feed for the livestock on a temporary
basis but we must look also to solving the technological problems

which contributed to this catastrophe by turning our vast technical
resources to harness the natural forces of this arid area.

In order to immediately focus national and international attention on
this grave emergency, I suggest that the President announce a more
comprehensive plan -- broader in scope -- than his previous action.
The President's next step should seek to inspire additional public
support as well as total commitment from the private sector.

It is realistic that substantial money can be immediately directed to
this problem from the discretionary funds available in the agencies.

Within the context of this paper, the additional sums needed should
be assessed and documented in a bill which can be submitted to the
Congress by the Administration as a priority request to Congress
when it reconvenes in early September.

It is my view that the sensitivity of the private sector can be best
stimulated by appointing a Blue-Ribbon Drought Relief Commission

of highly regarded private citizens. Leaders from the social, medical,
civil rights, foundations and business community would be charged with
directing and coordinating the involvement of private agencies. They
should also serve as a liaison to government task forces involved in
this crisis.

I envision that the involvement of nationally highly respected leaders

would certainly spark the sensitivity of the general public to thi ause.
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While there is no question thatthe U, S. and other world powers
have the technical ability to meet this crisis over the short and long
range, we do have to deal with the political realities of an effort on
the scope which is herein projected.

Certainly in an era when our moral leadership is questioned at home
and abroad, our total commitment to aborting this famine can do
nothing but reap benefits from the international community while
demonstrating to the non-white populace at home and elsewhere that
our political differences stop short of people starving to death.

Interestingly, when we turn to the question of where can surplus

food be found in adequate supply to meet this need, immediate
sources which come to mind are rice supplies which can be purchased
from Vietnam and the Philippines -- two countries which well-know
the havoc of man-made and natural disasters. The technical and
logistics necessary to gather, transport, and distribute these
foodstuffs is readily available.

My concern is that we all appreciate the urgency with which we must
activate the financial resources to expedite the delivery of these
emergency supplies and services. Yet we need to begin such long-
term projects as the exploration of alternative water resources,
more viable irrigation systems and roads to transport supplies to
harness the barriers imposed by the ravages of nature.

In the space of three short years, we have demonstrated to the
victims of cyclone and civil strife in Bangladesh, flood victims in
the Philippines and earthquake victims in Nicaragua that America
puts people first. Our commitment now to the people of Africa can
be no less immediate and effective.

Traditionally, the United States has dealt with the West African
nations through their European colonizers. We now have an oppor-
tunity to develop a direct relationship which will do much to enhance
our sensitivity to the problems of the emerging nations and give them
a chance to assess the level of our sincerity when the issue is not what
we can get but what we have the capacity and willingness to give as a
people.
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POLITICAL RATIONALE - GENERAL POINTS

Will focus attention away from over-played domestic problems
and give the country a dramatic new spiritual and moral rallying
point.

Black population needs a reassurance of Presidential interest;
and it offers an unparalled opportunity for the exhibition of
moral leadership by both the President and the nation that is
urgently called for at home and abroad.

Solidify the American black community behind a Nixon-admin-
istered project -- (Give Special Assistant Scott's Office an
important role re Black community will see him doing something
meaningful),

Switch the political focus temporarily from the Middle East to
Africa.

Help the economies of underdeveloped nations from whom we
buy the rice and grain.

APPROVE: DISAPPROVE:

COMMENT:

oot

Attachment

Melvin Laird
Brice Harlow
Anne Armstrong
Leonard Garment
John Bennett
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Awgust 17, 1978
A T Y C NTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: ALEXANDER M, HAIG, JR,
FROM: STANLEY S, 8COTT

SUBJECT: U. 8. Ald In African Famine

The countries comprising the Sudane-Sahelian ares -- Mauritanls,
Senegal, Mali, Upper Volta, Niger and Chad -~ 2re emperienciag a
death-dealing drought that threatens starvation for at least six
million of their 26 mlilion inhabitants. There la an chvious need
for immediate and massive worldwide assistance.

In order for full-scale sttention to be directed to ending the famine,
I recommend that the President greatly increace the scope of the

rﬂm «ffort In order to more realistically deal with the problem
which plaguos the people,

Aa initiative in the magaitude of the commitment of the U, 5. in th:
Bangladesh catastrophe ls llustrative of th: conception of the
magnitude of the relief required in this emergency. Obviously, an
initiative on this scale would mean that the U, 5, would commit »
sum far-ia excess of the millions initially anncunced. In the
Bangladesh crisis, the U. 8. rellef and techuical assistance totalled
meore than $400 million. Due to U, 8. involvement uader President
Nixon's leadership, highly visusl, yet basic impact was made on the
Bangladesh preblam.

Meanwhile In the vast Sub-Sahars ares, we 2re witnessing genocide
by nature, Not only does the U, 5. have 2 meral obligation to help
abate this erisls, it is clear that the President’'s leadership would
stimulate greater sction by other countries, United Natlon / gencies,
and Multilaterial /gencies such as the World Bank.
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“imtliarly, the U, 5. leadership would further stimulate the
tremendous non-goverament rescurces available in private founda-
tions, the business community, church and labor erganisations,
secial and medical institutions and ether humanitarian and civil

rights groupe.

Givea the status of the problem and the Presideat’s interest in

solidifying our relation with “frica, it would seem appropriate that
as Special Assistant for Minority 2 {fairs, my office should move to
immediately coordinzte a staff of tochuical asslstants from the agencles

of the executive branches of government to combat the crisis. Obviously,
thie effort should complement what s already being dome. But its

merit may well be that it will appresch th- erisis in terms of dirscting
our resources {0 end rather than to merely temporary sllay the
ultimate consequences of this erisis. Not saly must we feed the
threatened populous and supply feed for the livestock on = temporary
basis but we must look alse to solving the technological projlems
which centributed to this catastrephe by turaing our vast techaical
rosources to harmess the natursl forces of this arld area,

In order to immediately focus national and International attention on
this grave emergency, I suggeot that the President anmounce a more

comprehensive plsa -« broader in seope -- than hie previous actios.
The President's next stop should scek to inspire »2dditlon:l public

support as well as total commitment from the private sector.

It {e realistic that substantial money can be irnmediately directed to
this problem from the discretionary funds avallable in the 2gencles.

Within the context of this paper, th: additional sums needed should
be assessed and documented In » bill which can be submitted to the
Cengress by the “dministration as a priority request to Cengress
when it reconvenes in early September.

It is my view that the sensitivity of the private sector ¢an be best

stimulated by «ppointing : Blue-Ribbon Drought Rcl;a! Cemmission

of highly regurded privat timens. Leaders f the medical
clvil rights, foundations snd business community would be charged with
diree and coordin- e Involvement of private agencies, They
should elgo sarve as 2 lialson to governm snt tagk fo _lavolved ia
this crisis.

I envision that the Involvement of nationally highly respected leaders
would certaialy spark the sensitivity of the gemeral public to this cause.
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While therve is 2o question thatthe U. 5. and sther world powers
have the technical ability to meet this crisis over the short and lomg
range, «s do have to deal with the political realities of an effort on
the acope whickh is hereln prejected,

Certainly in an ers when cur moral leadership ls questionad st hame
and abrosd, our tota]l commitment to aborting this famine can do
mothing but reap benefits frem: the Internstions] community while
demenstrating to the nea-white populace ot heme and elsowhere that
eur pelitical differences stop shert of people starving to death.

Intevestingly, whea we tura to the question of where can surplus

food be found in adequats supply to meet thisz need, immediate
sources which come to mind are rice supplies which can be purchased
frem Vietasm and the Philippines -« two countries which well-know
the havec of man-made and nstursl disasters. The techaiczl and
logistics necessary to gather, transport, and distribute these
feodstufls 1s readily available.

My comcern is that we all appreciate the urgmmey with which we must
activate the financial ressurces to expedite the delivery of these
emergeney supplies and serviges. Yot we nced to begin such leng-
term prejects as the exploration of alternative water reseurees,
more viable irrigation systems and roads to transpert supplies to
harness the barriers impesed by the ravagee of nature,

In the space of three short years, we have demeonstrated to the
vietime of cyclene and civil strife in Bangladesh, flecd vietims in
the Philippines and earthouake vietims in Nicaragua that “merica
puts people first. Our commiiment now to the people of Afrieca can
be no less immaoediate and sffective,

Traditionally, the United States has deslt with the West African
sations through their Eurepean colominers. We now have an oppor-
tunity to develep » direet relationship which will do much to emhsnce
osr semeitivity to the problems of the emergiag nations and give them
= chamge to ascase the level of cur sincerity whea the losue s not what
we can get but what we have th: capacity and willingness to give as a

people. “
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POLITICAL RATIONALE - GENERA L POINTS

Will fecus sttention away from over-played demestic problems
sn! give the countzy » dramatic new spiritunal and moral rallying

point.

Black populstion needs a renssurance of Prosidential imterest;
and it offers an unparalied oppertumity for the exhibition of
meral leadarship by both the President and the nation that is
urgeatly cilled for at heme and abread,

Solidify the American black community behind a Nizea-admin-
istered project -~ (Glve Special /esistant Scott's Office an
impertaat role re Black commmuaity will see him deing something
meaningfol).

Switeh the political focus temporarily frem the Middle East to
Africe.

Help the oconsmies of underdeveloped nations frem whom we
buy the rice and grain,

APPROVE: ___ , , DISAPPROVE:

COMMENT:

ce1 Melvia lLalrd Ron Ziegler

Brice Harlow Ken Cole
Anne S rmstreang

Leonapd Carmeng

Johr Besaslt

588:cak
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SECRET—SENSI\TIVE

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL

Visit to West African Drought States

10-14 Days

1. Washington - Dakar, Senegal

The port at Dakar is a major point of arrival of US foodstuffs
destined for Senegal, Mali and Mauritania and Mrs. Nixon could visit
this operation. In addition, Senegal is quite lovely and the weather
pleasant. It would therefore make an appropriate rest stop after the
long trip from Washington.

“ 2. Senegal - Bamako, Mali

Our major food airlift effort into the ancient interior of Mali
(Timbuktu), has been staged from Bamako. There are three Air Force
C130s making the air drops and they are currently scheduled to remain
in Bamako until October 15. Mrs. Nixon could view this operation,
meeting with the American crewmen, and receiving what we know to

. be the genuine appreciation of the Mali Government.

3. Bamako - Niamey, Niger

Niger is one of the hardest hit of the states and the major recipient
of our food assistance. An opportunity might be presented to visit refugee
camps on the outskirts of town.

"4, Niger - Ouagadougou, Upper Volta

- This would be suggested as the last stop of Mrs. Nixon's visit. It

is t‘he h’eadquarters ‘of the Pérmanent Committes of the Six Affected States;: o
a.nd Upper Volta's Presment Larnlzana was 1ecently host'to a plahning :
* riveeting 'of ‘the Chiefs” of State: ef the: area._. He. ha.s been mstructed L
.report on the.drought to the UN and to friendly governments. Our Ambassa— '
dor in Ouagadougou, with Peace Corps assistance, has been active in
organizing a small-scale but successful air-food drop program to serve
isolated areas. It would be appropriate for Mrs. Nixon to end her visit

here with general discussions with President Llamizana and the Permanent
GCommittee. :

5. This itinerary does not include Chad, or Mauritania, the remaining
two states of the affected area. They could be added if Mrs. Nixon has
the available time. Also timing should take into account travel plans of
the Chiefs of State of the host governments, particularly President LLamizana.

+
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Via Skylab"’P

: : S
By Joy Billington Below, a realative new- _the region h rhising cattle for'i)roﬁ
"7 star-News Staff Writer comer to the university, Dr. “register in peoplé’s minds, ' revitalized the land through

Among those waiting MacLeod, was pursuing his. ‘5o the money was fortlicom- “coritrolled grazing manage-
most eagerly for the Skylab They had never met, when ing,” Randall says. %735 ime and fencing. | s'“ 4

ammen Ak mmbemmmeada  ~lae~d TNiVercityv m:thmhes were P e T T b A oo R T

" FORp
<
&%
(v I’}
Yy v


rmcnitt
Text Box


have~ ended,;representahv&fmm Afro-w ,.éi:croachment .of. the- Sahiara “cannot be
Americans ‘Against theFamine met with-%3 planted *in.- one month. The struggle -
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To Be Equal

by Vernon E: Jordan, Jr.

" National Director of Urban. League. .

AID STARVING AFRICANS
OR MILLIONS MAY DIE

of. hundreds of:children”dying in a measles'

epidemic, and the very old and very young are
dying of other sicknesses. }

-+ Starvation has come to Africa, and
unless a major international effort is successful,.

millions of people may die before this falk.
The affected area is at the lower end of the The whole fabric of many fﬂbﬂl societies

Sahara, taking in parts of Senegal, Mauritania, has-already cied. Noemadic cattlebreeders have. ’:‘
Mali  [lneer.— Valta< Niser  and Chad moved to the cities: abandoning a wav of life
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Dﬁégs Heads
Airican| Rehef

- Wepa i -'

lort Here

WASHIN GTON — A coahtmn

of 18 black organizations: has
“been-started to-“apply political
pressure" on the government to
» increase its aid to the drought-

an
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CARLT. ROWAN

Poor West Afncans B:ﬁ‘er an AJd

NIAMEY, Niger — The
grim auﬂ‘ering and death
trought on by the West Afri-
can drought has raised
anew some

sl

disturbing ques-
tions apout “fore:gn aid*”’

Ny -

-bope that the United States

WASHINGTON STAR-NEWS \

mmac.mm

that sweeps

sweeps away the good- - fight
would ever finance for Afri-- will that might otherwise

ca the same kind of Mar-

shall Plan that it financed

for postwar Eurcpe.
Niger's Presidernt Hamani

Teawi Ama ol tha ahicsd lnad_

accrue from what has been
a generally laudable U.S.

_contribution to the interna-

ticnal relief effort..

Tn Wall ~Adficinle mada o

|
o
But there is doubt that the. |
even the present level of !

emergency relief forso long |-

a fima lat alanae doal worth
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The African-
American
[nstitute

1707 L Street, N.W.
Suite 930

Washington, D.C. 20036
Tel: (202) 872-0521

-

Mrs. Nixon

NEW YORK OFFICE

866 United Nations Plaza
New York, New York 10017
Tel: (212) 421-2500

Cable: AFRAM

AFRICAN OFFICES

B.P. 20894
Abidjan, lvory Coast

-§ P.O.B, 2192

Accra, Ghana

P.0.B. 2177
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

P.0.B. 2995
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

P.0.B. 2382
Lagos, Nigeria

P.0.B. 1631
Lusaka, Zambia

EOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dana S. Creel

Vice Chairmen
John Lewis
George N. Lindsay

President
William R. Cotter

Dr. I.S. Audu *
Mrs. Etta Moten Barnett
Dr. Peter L. Buttenwieser

" E-Mrs. William G. Cahan

Dr. Gwendolen Carter
Edwin L. Crosby
Eugene P. Foley

23 August 1973

.
Chairman N

Hon. Ernest A. Gross
Alexander P. Hixon

Harold K. Hochschild

Clarence B. Jones

Dr. Vernon E. Jordan, Jr.

David K. Kadane

Hon. Nicholas deB. Katzenbach
Mrs. Arthur B. Krim

Mrs. Neil A. McConnell

Hon. Dr. Davidson S.H.W, Nicol
Waldemar A. Nielsen

Randolph Nugent

Mrs. Oscar M. Ruebhausen
Harvey Russell

John Spencer

Maurice Tempelsman

Thomas A, Wood

Dr. Stephen J. Wright

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

My dear Mrs. Nixon:

You are aware, I am sure, of the disaster situation in the
six drought-stricken countries of the Sahara.

It is the desire of the wives of the Ambassadors of these
six countries involved and wives of Ambassadors of other interested
African countries to sponsor a benefit to help their countrymen.
This benefit will be "The Desert Ball," which will take
place on November 820, 1973. The wives of the Ambassadors of Chad,
Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal and Upper Volta joian with me in
this request for your.conient to be honorary chairman of this event,

—

-

Slncerely,

é:Z;dm/ Zkélﬁigaﬁ,ﬁfﬁ Al

(Mrs.) Winston C. Wlliough y

Benefit Chairman




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON (?/

Septenber 16, 1973

DPean #ns, Willoughby,

. How much 1 appreciated iowe Letlen. Reflecting
the deep concern of cun Feo; “2e dor Lthe peoprle

04 the a%oughméﬁucchw uiions of Chad, laki,

Mawriitandia, Niger, Sere ol aad Lp rer Volia,

L& woukd imieed ba a pﬁ\,a.&wze. 0 have my nare

Lisked as tlononany Chaitunan ¢4 Lhe bene/ot

bedng plasmed {or Hoven! e S0th. Moy tlu.é

evening be a glz.eaa’: success and a witoue opporlundly

§on euw_;ane. Lo wonk tfogelhen thnough his

worthy phofect to L4t The hopes and Spinils

04 oun friends An need.

With wemesd best wishes,
Sincerely,

Lns, Bdnslon C. GiLLougiiby
Beneddt Chainnan

The Afnican-American Instituie
1707 L Sineet, Nortiyvesd
Washington, p.Cc. 20036
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August 23, 1973

The Presldent
The White House
Washington, D. €. 20500

Dear Mr, Preslident:

As a member of your Administration, and a Black Republican of longstanding,
| wish to convey my personal concern regarding a recent television docue
mentary « hosted by Carl Rowan concerning the famine In Africa,

The President of Niger stated on the program that he had requested by lete
ter, that you as the President of the United States come to the ald of his
country in thelr hour of need. He contended that his letter of three months
ago had not even been acknowledged,

In 1956, when | join the Republican Party to work for your reeelection, It
was because | saw and | stlll see, a leader of charismatic and historical
stature,

Today, Thursday, August 23, 1973, | had the opportunity to have lunch with
the Counselor for Economic Affalrs from Nigeria, the Honorable Olufemi Anl,

who expressed his respect for you and the many Black Appointees that you
have appointed,

He was very much concerned that the President of Niger had publicly voliced
his discontent regarding a White House response to his letter., | promised
Mr. Anl that as a member of your Administration, that | would add my voice
to his request and that whoever recelved the letter from the President of
Niger would have the simple courtesy of acknowledging the receipt of the
letter,

This letter is directed to you because | know your compassion and my deep
feeling of loyalty to you, wiil not allow me to let any challenge to your

humanity to go unchallenged,
H2227RnSPCCt,

Connie Mack Higgins
Speclal Assistant and Director

Equal Employment Opportunity
and Compllance

r. Stanley Scott
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2C2C Od CHICAGO §L AUGUST 27

PMS MR. STANLEY SCOTT

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

€70 THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON, D, C.

DEAR GENERAL JAMES,

TWENTY=SIX MILLION PEOPLE OF SIX CENTRAL WEST AFRICAN NATIONSS
SENEGAL , MAURITANIA, MALI, UPPERVOLTA, NIGER AND CHAD = ARE
SUFFERING A MAJOR NATURAL DISASTER, DROUGHT HAS SET (N, CATTLE
AND ANIMALS ARE DYING. CROPS CAN NOT GROW, CHILDREN CAN NOT EAT.
RIVERS ARE DRYING UP, DRINKING WATER IS DISAPPEARING, DISEASE
THREATENS TO RUN RAMPANT, THIS 1S A TERRIBLE, FRIGHTENING
SITUATION FOR THESE TWENTY=SIX MILLION PEOPLE.FIN JUNE OF THIS
YEAR THE AMBASSADORS OF THE SiX AFFECTED SUB<SAHARA NATIONS

FORM 0805 PRINTED BY THE STANDARD REGISTER COMPANY, U. 5. A.
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CAME TO QPERATION PUSH AND REQUESTED OUR ASSISTANCE IN MAKING
THE FAMINE RELIEF A NATIONAL PRIORITY AND TO URGE THE SUPPORT
FROM PUBLIC, PRIVATE AND GOVERNMENTAL SOURCES.#WE THEN

INITIATED A PEOPLE=TO-PEOPLE AFRICAN RELIEF ORIVE TO COLLECT
FOOD AND MONEY TO AID THOSE VICTIMIZED BY TNIS DISASTER, WE

MAYE COLLECTED APPROXIMATELY 50 TONS OF DRIED FOOD AND MEDICAL
SUPPLIES. #BECAUSE OF THE URGENCY OF THE SITUATION, IT S
NECESSARY TO HAVE THE FOOD STUFFS FLOWN INTO THE INTERIOR OF

THE AFFECTED COUNTRIES. WE ARE IN DIRE NEED OF YOUR ASSISTANCE
IN OBTAINING THE USE OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO FACILITATE THIS
AIRLIFT, # | AM SURE THAT YOU APPRECIATE THE MAGNITUDE OF THIS
DISASTER AND THE NEED TO SUPPLY A10 AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE,

1, THEREFORE, REQUEST A CALL FROM YOU AT YOUR EARLIEST CONVENIENCE
SO THAT WE MIGHT DISCUSS THIS REQUEST. ! CAN BE REACHED AT








