
The original documents are located in Box 1, folder “African Drought, 1973-1974 (1)” of 
the Stanley Scott Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Bettye L. Scott donated to the 
United States of America her copyrights in all of her husband’s unpublished writings in National 
Archives collections.  Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official 
duties are in the public domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or 
organizations are presumed to remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed 
in the PDF is subject to a valid copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Library.  



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted 
materials.  Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to 

these materials. 
 



NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 
Presidential Libraries Transfer/Disposal Sheet 

ITEM ID 00623 

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM MOVED 

COLLECTION/SERIES/FOLDER ID 

COLLECTION TITLE .... 

BOX NUMBER. 

FOLDER TITLE 

ACCESSION NUMBER 

MOVEMENT DATE 

TYPE OF MATERIAL 

NEW LOCATION 

ARCHIVIST 

Five color slides of the following 
scenes: Senegal - Deserted Village, 
Mauritania - Refugee City, Mauritania 
- Cattle-feeding Station, Senegal -
U.S. A.I.D. Sorghum in Dakar, Mali -
A.I.D. Airlift Bamako to Timbuktu. 

031500016 

STANLEY S. SCOTT PAPERS (WH Public 
Liaison Office - Minority Affairs) 

1 

African Drought, 1973-1974 (1)-(3) 

1998-NLF-022 

05/31/2001 

Photographs 

Audiovisual Collection 

William H. McNitt 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HO\]SE 
WAIHJNOTON 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

I 
AL HAIG 

BRENT sco1.ci.OF:f 

US Aid in the A&/,.can F 

In response to your memorandum of August 21, 1973, 
mendations concerning the pr'o.c·:Pal points made by -----.... 
of August 17 on US aid to ~e rk~ £amine. 

r ·, , . 
1. The Scope of the US ~eiwf Ef(ort;. 

i-" 
- - US assistance date is consii!'ered adequate, Pur co ent 

thus far has amounted fo--$42 mtliion, ' which repre'sents 40 percent of the 
international effort. Thatt~ ·effort, $135 million~ equates with the kind 
of response made to Banglada~h at a:,Sitnilar stage of relief. 

- - Beyond the immediate food shortage, which will continue to 1."equire 
careful attention in the coming 12 to 24 months, there is the probl-,. of 
long-range recovery. The President has pledged that the US will ;c,1n others 
to assist in this effort. Careful planni.Jat :requiring a high level of-technical 
skill is as important as funds. 

We must avoid promising more than we can deliver. In addition, 
we must not generate false expectations of major new assistance to Africa 
as a whole, since we would have great difficulty in delivering even if we 
wanted to do so. The groups calling for a greater US role in the present 
disaster are basically interested in more overall assistance. 

2. Coordination Responsibility: 

-- On June 20 the President appointed Maurice Williams his Special 
Coordinator for American Assistance in the West African Drought Disaster. 
Williams has wide experience in emergency relief efforts. He has been the 
President's personal choice for coordinating relief efforts in Bangladesh, 
the floods in the Philippines and, most recently, the earthquake disaster in 
Nicaragua. ~o~O ~· (. 
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ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 2 

-- In the present situation he has coordinated a wide range of activities 
by the appropriate agencies of the Executive Branch. He has sent teams to 
the area to study various aspects of the problem and has a senior AID 
official in the area indefinitely as his personal on-the-spot representative. 
He has asked the National Academy of Sciences and MIT to undertake special 
studies dealing with rehabilitation. He will attend a series of meetings in 
Upper Volta next month, including a Heads-of-State meeting to further assess 
needs and coordinate efforts. 

- - Consequently, my own view is that while Mr. Scott doubtless can 
make an important contribution, I believe the US effort should continue to 
be coordinated by Mr. Williams. 

3. Need for a Comprehensive Plan: 

- - I believe that the plan which Williams is pursuing is a comprehensive 
one and that perhaps Scott has not been adequately briefed on the full scope 
of our efforts. 

- - However, more should be done to make the American public aware 
of this effort. It may be here that Scott could play a useful role. 

4. Drought Relief Commission: 

-- A blue-ribbon, drought relief commission may generate calls for 
additional assistance both for the current disaster and to Africa as a whole 
which the US Government would be unable to meet, thus causing an embar-
rassment to the Administration. 

-- On the other hand, increased involvement by private groups might 
be encouraged by other forms of Presidential action, and once again, this 
is an area where Scott might play a useful role. 

-- Increased personal association by the President with the relief and 
recovery activities might be considered. 

-- He might personally endorse legislation pending in Congress to 
provide $30 million in special assistance. 

- - He might consider a personal letter to the upcoming meeting of the 
Heads of States of the affected countries which Williams will be attending. 
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5. Sources of Food Supply: 

-- Grain supplies worldwide are short and, actually, we are supply-
ing rice to Vietnam. The Philippines, the other possible source of rice 
mentioned in Scott's memo, is also experiencing rice shortages. 

-- Sorghum is the basic diet in the region of Africa we are assisting. 
They prefer it to the more expensive and very scarce rice. 

6. Direct US Relationship to Africa: 

-- US assistance to West Africa is carefully labelled as such. None-
theless, it is true that we work closely with other donors, particularly 
the ex-colonial powers. They are an important source of development 
financing for the area and our actions must seek to maximize their 
assistance. 

7. Possible Role for Scott 

- - Finally, I would recommend that Scott be briefed by Williams on 
US assistance to date and Williams' future plans. 

-- In addition, we might consider requesting that Scott and Williams 
jointly develop a plan further to engage the President personally in US 
support activities. 

-- They might also be requested to develop appropriate actions to 
engage the US public's understanding of the steps which the USG has taken 
and is planning to help the people of the stricken area. 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 
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Mr. Stanley Scott 
Special Assistant to 

the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 20500 

Dear Stan: 

August 9, 1973 

I think I should amplify my statement of conviction 
concerning the strategic importance of a powerful United States 
response· to the West African famine. 

In short, the need for help is critical; only the United 
States can make the effort succeed; the black population needs 
a reassurance of Presidential interest; and it offers an unpar-
alleled opportunity for the exhibition of moral leadership by 
both the President and the nation that is so urgently called 
for at home and abroad. 

I could amplify each of the above elements with statistics, 
history and emotion at length,· but I resist that temptation to 
offer instead my most sincere ·form of conunitment, a formal offer 
of my personal services and the institutional services of my 
firm on a no cost or non profit basis to see such a campaign 
through. 

There are numerous ginunicks and conjectures currently 
afloat as to how the initiative can be regained in character-
izing the Government as a continuing repository for qumane con-
cern, all such faint-hearted approaches are in my judgement 
doomed to failure. The West African crisis offers a robust and 
timely alternative. All that is needed to make such a program 
live is imagination, seriousness of purpose, the commitment of 
real resources and an undistorted image of humanistic concern. 



Mr. Stanley Scott 
August 9, 1973 
Page 2 

I believe the President and the United States capable 
of all four of these vital ingredients. And I believe that 
an excellent time and place to demonstrate this fact would 
be at the August 16th regional meeting at Quagadougou by 
prompt appointment of a special u. s. envoy for those sessions. 

TLJ:yg 

cc: Rev. Jessie Jackson 

,. ____ , 
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August 10, 1973 

Stan, 

Here is what I thnk should be the type of presentation 

that would be meaningful to the President and yourself. 

Since you are arriving late, I will call you at your 

office or your home on this paper. 

Hope this is helpful. 

Ted 



The drought continues to spread effecting 8-10 

million people in six countries in Sub-Sahara, Central 

and West Africa. Without rain the famine which now 

exists will only persist and become increasingly 

widespread. There is an obvious need for immediate and 

massive worldwide assistance. 

In order for full-scale attention to be directed 

to ending the famine, I suggest that the President 
the 

greatly increase/scope of the relief effort in order to 

more realistically deal with the problem which plagues the 

pepple. 

An initiative in the magnitude of the commitment 

of the U.S. in the Bangladesh catastrophe is illustrative 

of the conception of the magnitude of the relief required 

in this emergency. Obviously, an initiative on this scale 

would mean that the U.S. would commit a sum far-in excess of 

the millions initially announced. In the Bangladesh crisis, the 

U.S. relief and technical assistance totalled more than 

$400 million. Due to U.S. involvement under President Nixon's 

leadership, highly visual, yet basic impact was made on the 

Bangladesh problem. 

Meanwhile in the vast Sub-Sahara area, we are witnessing 

genocide by nature. Not only does the U.S. have a moral 

obligation to help abate this crisis, it is clear that the 

President's leadership would stimulate greater action by 
~- 0 

other countries, United Nation Agencies, and Multilaterial O 
1
~ 
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Agencies such as the World Bank. 

Similiarly, the U.S. leadership would further 

stimulate the tremendous non-government resources 

available in private foundations, the business community, 

church and labor organizations, social and medical institutions 

and other humanitarian and civil rights groups. 

Given the status of the problem and the President's 

interest in solidifying our relation with Africa, it 

would seem appropriate that as Special Assistant for minority 

affairs, my office should move to immediately coordinate 

a staff of technical assistants from the agencies of the 

executive branches of government to combat the crisis. 

Obviously, this effort should complement what is already 

being done. But its merit may well be that it will approach 

the crisis in terms of directing our resources to end 

rather than to merely temporary allay the ultimate 

consequences of this crisis. Not only must we feed the 

threatened populous and supply feed for the livestock on 

a temporary basis but we must look also to solving the 

technological problems which contributed to this catastrophe 

by turning our vast technical resources to harness the 

natural forces of this arid area. 

In order to immediately focus national and international 

attention on this grave emergency, I suggest that the 

President announce a more comprehensive plan - broader in scope -

than his previous action. The President's next step should 
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seek to inspire additional public support as well as total 

commitment from the private sector. 

It is realistic that substantial money can be 

immediately directed to this problem from the discretionary 

funds available in the agencies. 
the 

Within /context of this paper, the additional 

sums needed should be assessed and documented in a bill 

which can be submitted to the Congress by the Administration 

as a priority request to Congress when it reconvenes in 

early September. 

It is my view that the sensitivity of the private 

sector can be best stimulated by appointing a Blue-Ribbon 

Drought Relief Commission of highly regarded private 

citizens. Leaders from the social, medical, civil rights, 

foundations and business community would be charged with 

directing and coordinating the involvement of private agencies. 

They should also serve as a liaison to government task forces 

involved in this crisis. 

I envision that the involvement of nationally highly 

respected leaders would certainly spark the sensitivity of the 

general public to this cause. Some names comes quickly to 

mind such as: 

While there is no question that the U.S. and other 

world powers have the technical ability to meet this crisis 

over the short and long range, we do have to deal with the 

political realities of an effort on the scope which is 



herein projected. 

Certainly in an era when our moral leadership is 

questioned at home and abroad, our total commitment 

to aborting this famine can. do nothing but reap benefits 

from the international community while demonstrating to 

the non-white populace at home and elsewhere that our 

policical differences stop short of people starving to 

death. 

Interestingly, when we turn to the question of where 

can surplus food be found in adequate supply to meet this 

need, immediate sources which come to mind are rice 

supplies which can be purchased from Vietnam and the 

Philippines - two countries which well-know the havoc of man 

made and natural disasters. The technical and logistics 

necessary together, transport, and distribute these foodstuffs 

is readily available. 

My concern is that we all appreciate the urgency with 

which we must activate the financial resources to expedite the 

delivery of these emergency supplies and services. Yet we 

need to began such long term projects as the exploration of 

alternative water resources, more viable irrigation systems 

and roads to transport supplies to harness the barriers imposed 

by the ravages of nature. 

In the space of three short years, we have demonstrated 

to the victims of cyclone and civil strife in Bangladesh, 
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flood victims in the Philippines and earthquake victims in 

Nicaragua that America puts people first. Our commitment 

now to the people of Africa can be no less immediate and 

effective. 

Traditionally, the United States has dealt 

with the West African nations through their European 

colonizers. We now have an opportunity to develop a direct 

relationship which will do much to enhance our sensitivity 

to the problems of the emerging nations and give them a 

chance to assess the level of our sincerity when the issue 

is not what we can get but what we have the capacity and 

willingness to give as a people. 



Political Rationale - General Points 

1. Will focus attention away from domestic problems re 

give the country a dramatic new spirtual and moral 

rallying point. 

2. Solidify the American black community behind a 

Nixon-administered project- (Give Special Assistant 

Scott's r Office an important role re Black community 

will see him doing something meaningful). 

3. Switch the political focus temporarily from the Middle 

East to Africa. 

4. Help the economies of underdeveloped nations from 

whom we buy the rice and grain. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 1 7, 197 3 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ALEXANDER M. HAIG, JR. 

STANLEY S. SCOT~ 

U. S. Aid in African Famine 

The countries comprisi:r:i-g the Sudano-Sahelian area -- Mauritania, 
Senegal, Mali, Upper Volta, Niger and Chad - - are experiencing a 
death-dealing drought that threatens starvation for at least six 
million of their 26 million inhabitants. There is an obvious need 
for immediate and massive worldwide assistance. 

In order for full-scale attention to be directed to ending the fam.ine, 
I recommend that the President greatly increase the scope of the 
relief effort in order to more realistically deal with the problem 
which plagues the people. 

An initiative in the magnitude of the commitment of the U. S. in the 
Bangladesh catastrophe is illustrative of the conception of the 
magnitude of the relief required in this emergency. Obviously, an 
initiative on this scale would mean that the U. S. would commit a 
sum far in excess of the millions initially announced. In the 
Bangladesh crisis, the U. S. relief and technical assistance totalled 
more than $400 million. Due to U. S. involvement under President 
Nixon's leadership, highly visual, yet basic impact was made on the 
Bangladesh problem. 

Meanwhile in the vast Sub-Sahara area, we are witnessing genocide 
by nature. Not only qoes the U. S. have a moral obligation to help 
abate this crisis, it is clear that the president's leadership would 
stimulate greater action by other countries, United Nation Agencie ]/:f. 
and Multilaterial Agencies such as the World Bank. ~· 'O < 
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Similiarly, the U. S. leader ship would further stimulate the 
tremendous non-government resources available in private founda-
tions, the business community, church and labor organizations, 
social and medical institutions and other humanitarian and civil 
rights groups. 

Given the status of the problem and the President's interest in 
solidifying our relation with Africa, it would seem appropriate that 
as Special Assistant for Minority Affairs, my office should move to 
immediately coordinate a staff of technical assistants from the agencies 
of the executive branches of government to combat the crisis. Obviously, 
this effort should complement what is already being done. But its 
merit may well be that it will approach the crisis in terms of directing 
our resources to end rather than to merely temporary allay the 
ultimate consequences of this crisis. Not only must we feed the 
threatened populous and supply feed for the livestock on a temporary 
basis but we must look also to solving the technological problems 
which contributed to this catastrophe by turning our vast technical 
resources to harness the natural forces of this arid area. 

In order to immediately focus national and international attention on 
this grave emergency, I suggest that the President announce a more 
comprehensive plan -- broader in scope -- than his previous action. 
The President's next step should seek to inspire additional public 
support as well as total commitment from the private sector. 

It is realistic that substantial money can be immediately directed to 
this problem from the discretionary funds available in the agencies. 

Within the context of this paper, the additional sums needed should 
be assessed and documented in a bill which can be submitted to the 
Congress by the Administration as a priority request to Congress 
when it reconvenes in early September. 

It is my view that the sensitivity of the private sector can be best 
stimulated by appointing a Blue-Ribbon Drought Relief Commission 
of highly regarded private citizens. Leaders from the social, medical, 
civil rights, foundations and business community would be charged with 
directing and coordinating the involvement of private agencies. They 
should also serve as a liaison to government task forces involved in 
this crisis. 

I envision that the involvement of nationally highly respected leaders 
would certainly spark the sensitivity of the general public to t · aus e. 
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While there is no question that the U. S. and other world powers 
have the technical ability to meet this crisis over the short and long 
range, we do have to deal with the political realities of an effort on 
the scope which is herein projected. 

Certainly in an era when our moral leadership is questioned at home 
and abroad, our total commitment to aborting this famine can do 
nothing but reap benefits from the international community while 
demonstrating to the non-white populace at home and elsewhere that 
our political differences stop short of people starving to death. 

Interestingly, when we turn to the question of where can surplus 
food be found in adequate supply to meet this need, immediate 
sources which come to mind are rice supplies which can be purchased 
from Vietnam and the Philippines -- two countries which well-know 
the havoc of man-n1ade and natural disasters. The technical and 
logistics necessary to gather, transport, and distribute these 
foodstuffs is readily available. 

My concern is that we all appreciate the urgency with which we must 
activate the financial resources to expedite the delivery of these 
emergency supplies and services. Yet we need to begin such long-
term projects as the exploration of alternative water resources, 
more viable irrigation systems and roads to transport supplies to 
harness the barriers imposed by the ravages of nature. 

In the space of three short years, we have demonstrated to the 
victims of cyclone and civil strife in Bang lade sh, flood victims in 
the Philippines and earthquake victims in Nicaragua that America 
puts people first. Our commitment now to the people of Africa can 
be no less immediate and effective, 

Traditionally, the United States has dealt with the West African 
nations through their European colonizers, We now have an oppor-
tunity to develop a direct relationship which will do much to enhance 
our sensitivity to the problems of the emerging nations and give them 
a chance to assess the level of our sincerity when the issue is not what 
we can get but what we have the capacity and willingness to give as a 
people. 
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POLITICAL RATIONALE - GENERAL POINTS 

1. Will focus attention away from over-played domestic problems 
and give the country a dramatic new spiritual and moral rallying 
point. 

2. Black population needs a reassurance of Presidential interest; 
and it offers an unparalled opportunity for the exhibition of 
moral leadership by both the President and the nation that is 
urgently called for at home and abroad. 

3. Solidify the American black community behind a Nixon-admin-
istered project -- (Give Special Assistant Scott's Office an 
important role re Black community will see him doing something 
meaningful). 

4. Switch the political focus temporarily from the Middle East to 
Africa. 

5. Help the economies of underdeveloped nations from whom we 
buy the rice and grain. 

APPROVE: ---------

COMMENT: 

cc: Melvin Laird 
Brice Harlow 
Anne Armstrong 
Leona rd Garment 
John Bennett 

DISAPPROVE: 
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Nia•'• leaora1llp. lllplyY._.l, ,et uale lapaet wae made oe t .............. ,. 
M ... wlalle la 6e .aat · r r••• · re wtm•••lllc 1eaocld• 
IJy •tu-e. Na& oat, •u• th U. S. ha" a meral •Ua•U•a to 11elp 

t till• erl•l•, h 1• clear that tJae jilreeWeat• • l•ader•ltlp ••lei 
atlamlate 1nater •ctloa by o r cwatrl••• Ualte4 Natloa ! ••••• 
and M•ltllaterlal 1••le• •ach •• th• erld Baak. 
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ilmlHarly. tile U. S. leaderelllp wwld f11nlael' •tlmal•t• t1-
h'aaeadoa• -•an•ramat r•1JOaree• a .. llaltl• la wwmte fOIIIMla-
tl••• th• ••la••• camaulty, chrcll __. l&IHw •l'laalMtl ... , 
aecbl medical laatltatlw aad etll•r 11amaaltaria •• cl.U 
rS,ld• 1roupe. 

Oma die ol th• problem aad the Pre.Wea•• lntereat la 
.. iwu,.i., our relatlea wllb frlca, it waald ••em 11aroorlate that 
a• Special .Aeehtant for Mlnorlty / -f(alr•, my attic$ •hould mOY• to 
lmm.cfl•t•lt coordhade a eta(f el t -;!chalcos.l aealabah from the ~cenelee 
of the eaecutl•• branch•• of 1nctrnm•t to comN-t the crble. Ol>•lously, 
thl• effort should complem•t wild la dre~dy belal deae. Bst lb 
merit aaa, ••U It• that lt wlll anneo th · erlala la term• of cllnctla& 
CMr r•••re•• to ea4 radaer to merely tem,-n17 allay tll• 
altlmate cou-,.t111e .. of tllb crleu. Not ealy 11111at we feed the 
tlareateaed pe,•1•• aad npply feed fer the on .._.,..,. .. , 

INt we 111 .. t look •l•• te •eh-las tllet-'aol81lcal p1'et,1-• 
whlcll eeatribated to t!ll• cataatnplle la,- &anla1 eor ftd 

aeure•• to ._...,.. tu aawral f•r••• el till• arid area. 

In order to immediately foeua aatlonal and lntenaat.ional atteatloD OD 

thl• JrilYe emergency. I •uc1eet that the Pr••ldeJlt amOQDCC a more 
compreheD•l•e pl8.11 •• bro .. der ln •t:S?P! •• than bl• pl'C!'Yloue adlon. 
The Preeldeat'• ftczt ,tep should e1":ok to in•tlre .Jddltload publlc 
support ae welt •• tot~t eammltmcat from the prlY8.te ,cctor. 

It l• llatlc that ••laetaatlal m••r can 1M lmmedtat.lJ directed to 
thl• proWem from tile dlacntt.....-, fuad• a.walla~l• la dae eacl••• 

Wlthla the ccmtest of tbla pape .. , addltloaal tt1111• aeecled elloald be••••••'"' aad donm•W la bill wldclt cua lie •ulNnltt•d te the 
C-n•• 1--, tile dmlal•tratloa •• a prlorltr r..-•t to c_,. ... 
w11 .. lt rec•.u•• la early a.,tem'ller. 

It h my vl-ew th•t the •enslthity of the prlvde ••ctor caa bo be•t 
atlmulated by ~ettlatlllg ~' Bl11e-Rlbbo11 Droo.1ht Rellel Commleelc.1 
of highly rrg-,.rded prl-.de eltlaen•, Leaders from the aoclal1 medlcal, 
dYll rlghts 1 fouodatloae and blubaee• coou:nulty •-oold b: dug.d with 
<llrectlag and cool"dla.,-U., tlae br,ol•etnelll of prl•ate <:\JeACle,., They 
•hwld eleo 11ene •• 1'-l uai,on to govermneat task force• lavol•ed la 
tilt• en•\•· 
1 ea•l•lea tlaat the lavelftD'leat ef aatlaallF lalply re-s,ect .. lea .. ra 
wR14 cei-talaly qark tile ol th• 1••ral ,-bile to thl• cau•e. 
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ftll• ..... le - ......... daa.t •• u. • ................... " 
.. ,.. the teclwl••l alllllty ta meet tide erl•l• ..,. .. th• ellort •- 1-. 
n .. -. .. ,. de laaYe to dMI wltla tlae .. Utlcal nalltle• el aa don • 
tu ..... wllla la ••rela P"J•a.l. 

Cemlalr la•• era•• •I'•--• ........... l• ......... at•--• 
aad ...... OU tetal •11 ....... e. ........ , .......... do 
...... W nap INll.nt• f'.N111111 tll• lataat'>tlalal Cl 111tJ wldl• 

•m•tlllt te tile ...__.lte pop•hee at .... aac1 ol ..... n that 
•I' pelltlcal •••na••• •'• •bert ol ...... ataffllll to •..a. 
............ 1, • ..._._. ... to a ....... of ...... can ........ 
feed._ fellad la ...... ._ "l'plJto••• tlala ..... 111 1xMllate 
....--. "lei. c-.. to mlad •~• rice n,pllea wllla caa N .-nhaN4 
tram YI•- aad Ille fttl ....... •· tlM ca zt t•• •111•• ..u • ...., 
dtellawcof• ......... aad••••l..._.._ .. T ......... aad 
lesbtlc• ...... ,,. te latllel't t r !lpOft• &U .......... ... ,. ... ..,,.1 ...... , ........ . 
Mp c-•n la dlat we all .,...._1ate •• ••1-, wltla • ..._. •• m\lat 
actlYate di• flvadal n--~• le -,•••• •h-a dellv ry of t1a ... 

111~.,...., • ..,.u.. aact ••ffk•.. Yet we ••••to..,._ • ...,, , ... . 
tel'lll project• •• tile ..,iera•• of alte.......,. water .,. ....... . 
•-- dalale lnlptla .,..._. aad Hada to traa.,o.e •eppll•• to 
h naeaa die 1-fflal'e ....... lty die nna•• of ....... 

ID •• apace of tlln• ••n yua-•• .. ._,,. dem• nrat ed to tlle 
9ledae ol .,_._. a• elYD •tl'lf• la .......... ftNd •letlllle I• 
the Plalllppla•• aad • f't II b .tetlllll• la Ille•...- tlaat ••ric• 
,-ta pMpl• flnt. O.r •• r 111 U.•t ... • •• ,--,1. of Afl'lu can ........ ..,_ ................. . 

dae Ualt .. llatee Ila• ••It wldt the Weet Afdcaa 
Mtl•• ........ tlaelr ....,__ cet..allff.. We aow haw •• ..,.., • 
...., to .... ,., ..... ......... w, .... wm do-·- to ..... . 
oar •••lll*Y to die ol dae -•qlaa aad 11ft tla.-
••• &o •• •••• tlae lffel of •r •IMetltt' wlla 6e l••• la ae& · 

w caaret •t wllat ,...... , capaea. aad .UU.,..•• to1h'• •• a ....... 
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l. Will, .... atteatlaa •waJ' 1nm wu.pl•,-• d ... .Uc •nW•-
aa ·J p .. th• ...._., a dnaatle aew •plrltu 1 ••cl •••l nllylaa 
pelat. 

I. Blacll ,.....,._ -...le a r•••••aac• el PNdd-lal laleneti 
..._ It ••r• aa -,arall .. ljf 4t'I -. for t11• alllWtl• fll. 
.. nl le dt1r1hlp t., Nlll *• Pn•Wat aad tu •tloa tlaat le 
•1'1--IY c•ll .. for at •• • • Uld altMa4. 

I. hlWlfy tile Alnerlcaa Wadi .__ NW- • Nlaell-a I la• 
lat•l'H pnject •• COIN lpeelal ••latut Snit'• Olflc• aa 
........ Nie n Blacll........., will aN Mm 41ela1 ........ ..... ..,.1). 

4. Swltu tit• ,.Utleal •-• t 1 ,...n,. fnm die Mlcldle Saat to 
,\fl'ke • 

. ..... -··· ,, ... , 
.. ,. •• riff aad 1n1a. 

A P 0 

COIMMEMT1 

ce1 U.Ma Lair• . ., ........ Aaae-• ..... 
Leoa _. Ca .at 
Jeha B I elt 

~calt 

Attachment 

______ _ 

Ron Ziegler 
Ken Cole 
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SECRET-SENSI1I'IVE 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

Visit to West African Drought States 

. 
10-14 Days 

1. Washington - Dakar, Senegal 

The port at Dakar· is a major point of arrival of US foodstuffs 
destined for Senegal, Mali and Mauritania and Mrs. Nixon could visit 
-this op.exation. In .addition, Senegal is quite lovely and the weather 
pleasant. It would therefore make an appropriate rest stop after the 
long trip from Washington. 

2. Senegal - Bamako; Mali · 

Our major food airlift effort into the ancient interior of Mali 
(Timbuktu), has been staged from Bamako. There are three Air Force 
CI30s making the air drops and they are currently scheduled to remain 
_in Bamako until October 15. Mrs. Nixon could view this operation, 
meeting with the American crewmen, and receiving what we know to 
be the genuine appreciation of the Mali Government. 

3. Bamako - Niamev, Niger 

Niger is one of the hardest hit of the states and the major recipient 
of. our food assistance. An opportunity might be presented to visit refugee 
camps on the outskirts of town • 

. . ... " . . . . . 
. N.i .ger _· Ou~·gadougou·,. Upp~~ V~lta .... ·.·. 

. . . , .. · . ·. · 'J;his would be suggested as the last stop of Mrs. NLxonr s visit. It 
•i:,::-•:;:. ·, ·•::i.~: :·:·: ~·1;. t}i:~ :~~•i.cig:uart~r's>oi·.thtf·Perma'neni-·_Co'rrrinittee-' 9f;the. SU(. AiJ,e~ted ·St~tes;·. -~-~--~ .,. 
.. ·_-: .·· _- an,l"Upper Volta's President·:Lami zan~ :was· re·~entit ho s t ·to a planning-:· .... 
~l ·::f,j/';·~:-. ;~ "'1fi-•, •nieetirt-g. •ot•tp:e:.-chi~fs ~~-f ·st~t~i.~f-.th~:-_a-~-~a; ./!:f~-ih~; .b~ezi: mit,rµ9te.d, -~o;··: ... 1,: .,:. ~.,:.,~;-.:. 

. . . . report on t;..he .d_r qught. to .the _U!~(c1:nd to frieticlly governments . . Our A~bi;sa~ .. 
dor in Ouagadougou, with Peace Corps a~sistance, has ·been active in 
organizing a small-scale but successful air-food drop program to serve 
isolated areas. It would be appropriate £or Mrs. Nixon to end her visit 
here "\Vith general discussions with President Lamizana and the Permanent 
Committee~ 

5. This itinerary does not include Chad, or Mauritania, the remaining 
two states of the affected area. They could be added if Mrs. Nixon h~s 
the available time. Also timing should take into account travel plan s of 
the Chiefs of State of the host governments, particularly Presid~nt Lamizana. 

·:. ·,. , 

r 
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Ng'~onwr as .~ •"a . _, . ~----- ·~-... ~ -~---~, ---~· -•-'•. ~"!,.("!f,i6j"' . ., -~"" ~~;.•i ., • .:-- ~:.~Ji-=E~~~ '-·:r-v .... ':;;..;.r, ...... , :rr, ~, 

A:ra~iSta~viii1 ~;~frica"r, 
.· ... Jf .~t.t. · lS~;- -~~ifJ •'· 
In response, to,recent', reportst Uiat th ne·month;wells· to locate water cannot be£-: 

famine anci;drought crisis11i.W~~Afrl - _?g; uro,~·.-rponth;'f.~:J~;bl~i;the;.'; 
have- ended;;:. representatives;;from> _,encroachment' ,of_ .the- Sahara. cannot J:>e 
Americans Against'the- Famine· inet with•"..l planted-,'ih. one month. The struggle 
His Excellency Telephone Yaguibou/Am-* .-; ___ against nature and its startling effects bas 
bassadot· frorn""the-,,Republic.'1of- ttJppert~.just __ begun-:,Wmust be,continued for._tp,~::. 
Volta,and Cliairman · of-_ the-Speciaf:Com..;;f'f' 5't_oJo y~ars~r; •:~~ '";'; 

· ed" h U . -.i.s ·b th -,,.,, - ,.,,- - ~-. m1ttee creat ,ID t e- rutcu tates _ y e.;i._.t;•~li.c:.-· 'ii: 
Six·Ambassadoriof.theSix.AffectedCoun-..1~-tttt1 ';~~--'+· )>.<·N t•·· --.d' ca1r--;~:,:,:/f',.',_/::. tries· •r:· • •-·- ,_ .. -- .. ___ -,.:.:-?'"::-: ,

0
.-), :c-c:, __ -: .,. , : . -· - , - : a 1onwt e - , - ,_ ... , 

A 
·t · bed b th. ' ·- · · · --- ·rts·-.,<:..::.,~~i ,After; this., meeting,J;Afr0-'Americans-.-., 
s oms _ y eseerroneous_ repo ,-~•_f,--"Agams· t ·th ..,.._ · . '"tau·· ·., • • • - ., :: . e,,- ..,amme,-represen ves· an,-. 

Ambassador,Yaguibou-.stated · categon-'°if' · ced -- t.- "d · all F ·. · 
all th t'th · · h t ded Whil .- , ~oun a na 1onwt e c to- .ast Against 

c Y a · e cnsJS . no en · , the Famine" The Fast will take place from 
he expressed apprecrat1on !or the ·An:,eri~ t;; ._ midnight August 8 to t;lidni~~-_Au~ 9_. ~-~:c 
can governmental efforts, ., those of. the~ . : .. _. - ., ..•... -- ••. . . ,,..,, . . -._. ::. . ,~, . - .. ~.,, . _,_:,s,··..,. •,t~•-...0-:~"'t. l<•!."-!!fi't:"JJ·,~ )', ' ~ ·•:,-k •~-- ,-'3! •·-

United Nations· and those of the European-:; ... ··.~.- •""J-*t' ,,\.li·;-.. "f;g;~,~:f,,-""' --""·.:::::-·-
countries in -Joviding- grain,. trucks -and . ::;?\:~! t~\'; '.,;;,\{~~~rt;~~: .. -~ ·--"~-~f~J 
other SUl)plies to the stricken_ ar~, he.in-•A'"'.' ..::The- fast is being supported'by'Dick · 
sisted that "efforts must be redoubled" to Gregory, the Rev. Jesse Jackson,. Pres- -
aid theSahelian countries;-.-~:,,,_ .•,0 --••,~· - • ident of Operation Push, Afro-Americans. 

"It is unthinkable that the crisis has · Against the. Famine;.•The- Black~Women'st-
ended, not only because countless African·: '-Community.'.Development-r:.:.Foundation,:.:, 
people,' have· lost.- all ,,and : have,, nothing , ·:;'ihe RAINS Coalition-:- namely; ·Afram As-:i, 
more, butralso-: because: most~ of the ar.;; . • ·'sociates, African Heritage Studies_Associ- . 
fected countries have lost 75 per cent of ·· •: :· ation, African Information Service, 'Afri- · 
their livestock, have been able to harvest -can Liberation SupportCommittee; Black.. 
no crops, still watch: the. Sahara ~ntinue •--<·· United Front of Cairo/Illinois~ 'Congress of:~ 
its advance- at the rate of:50 to 60- miles-a >X African-- People;: National Association -oV 
year· and still are•stniggling. to,ease thec.::;-,fBiack.,,Social ·aWorkers-;.cNational ·Black."' 
suffering· of' their. people:wha-·' are inaI-· - Theatre'..,. National· Committee - of:· Black : 
nourished, · and - susceptible-: t_o,t_ ~_ated ,-,,,~ :, Churchmen-~ National Conft!renc~ of_Black:: 

-maladies;: he said~,-f?" ~f;~\o:'i??f~i, Lawyers;;- ~ational, Coul!~.'I of!;;.N~ :j 
- ··-· ,,,. •.".>,,o···J-;.~l~: ;.,,_ -.,.~t..+c-?c':fa· .•. " Women,: Nation;u.,WelfareRights:Orgam.~--, . ·· .. ""'~ ,.--~ . .., -· - ·} -: .. · · - --· ··· .,_f-<}.:;,'t,v-:.,._~~"r ·--~ ·_· · • . •. . • • " •:·· 
· .; Not In One l\'lontht;.-:~~;,'.,-· ,.---:,-.',... zation-;:d~an-.c.·Afncam·,Llberatioo;,Com-;• 
As Ambassador--Yaguibou pointed out; '.:,. mittee,t PUSH :and, Interreligious.fFoun-C: • 

th~e_e millio_n c~ttle ~annot_be r~placed:~ _-._~tio~.fo~;~~~-ty_<?.~an~~~~f~;J 
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To Be Equll{ 
by Ye.rnon. E., Jordan, Jr. 

National Director of Urban- League. 

AID STAR~VING0 .AFRICJ\NS·· 
.. •• I • 

OR-MILLIONS -MAY--DIE 
. · .•. Starvation has come to Africa, and 

unless a 'major international effort is successful,:. 
millionsofpeople may die before this fall-'.:' 

The affected area is at the lower end of the 
Sahara, taking in parts of Senegal, Mauritania, 
Mali, Upper,-;" Volta'~~ Niger, and Chad. 
Unfamiliar place-names, most of them and • 
that may be part of the slowness of the world to • 
respond. · . . 

The first warning signs went up more than 
three yean ago, when drought hit the region; It 
has continued, and is likely to go on for some 
years yet. last fall, word was spread by the UN 
Food and Agricultural Organization that crop 
failures in the area were due. . 

So the world knew about it; but little was 
done until tribesmen ·started streaming into 
towns and villages, pleading for food. Where -
were the members of the vast army of · 
international experts then? Why didn't our 
State Department start thing., moving sooner? 
Was information about the impending disaster 
filed in neat folders while people died? 
_ _ Now relief supplies- are coming in,, too 

little an./ too late; The· UN and individual 
countri,/s, including our own, are sending food, 
but it is one thing to get them to the ports and :· 
airfields of the region and another to get them 
into the hands of the people- off in the. . 
hinterland~ lack of roads . and focal 
transportation has been a stumbling block and 
the improvised nature of the operation results 
in waste and confusion. 

While Africans are-·starving and ·a small 
amount of food is seeping in, American grain is 
filling the holds of ships bound for Russia, and . 
th is cargo bottleneck hampers relief efforts. 

Right now, the biggest dangers facing 
some twenty million · Africans in the drought 
region is not starvation - that's still a few 
months off. It is disease, for their weakened 
condition leaves rhem-· prey to otherwise 
controllable illnesses. There have been reports 

r ':>·. 

of hundreds of. children, dying- in a. me~es -_ 
epide~ic~ and the very old and very young are : 
dyingofother sicknesses. · · 

The whole fabric of many tribal societies- . 
has-already ~ied. Nomadic cattlebreeders-have:-
moved to the cities; abandoning a way. ot life · 
that goes back over a thousand years. An,. 
estimated forty percent of their livestock hav·e· 
died:.,Farming peoples are eating their seeds, . 

_meaning: that future crops~will not be sown.., 
And the drought-driven a~sert _is pushing:i 
relentlessly. southward, threatening future: 
progress in the region and upset ting the delicate'. 

· balance of life and ecology in northwest Africa~; .. 
The world .. has become · hardened to~ 

pictures of hungry ~ople; even -of•children; 
with distended stomachs and matchstick limbs.! 
But this current catastrophe- in Africa can't! 
depend solely on the goodwill of individua~ 
moved by tragic photos. It requires large-seal~ 
international and governmental action, -~ 

. The United States should take the lead by~ 
establishing an African·~-' relief ""-~"czar' ... , 

~.empowered to cut the red tape and deliver the 
goods. the UN ought to act boldly,.for since·· 
most people have doubts about its effectiveness , 
as a peacekeeper, its-total credibility now lies 
on its ability to starve off disasters such as that 
which threatens six African nations. ·"j 

. Beyond the immediat~ emergency relief· 
that is required .. American and internation 
policy ought to be retooled to provide-ma · 
aid to rebuild the stricken areas and to lau 
plans -to help develop--the region's- econo 
The inadequate-·- ports-, and transportati 
network. now proving to be' a· major stumblin 
block to relief efforts··ought to have been 
improved long ago,.,,Colonialism's heritage; j 
which now includesstarvation, be erased by 
an international Marshall Plan that funnels aid 
to impoverished nations of the Third World: 
Instead of competing -.in development of 
destructive weapons, the-super powers should 
now start competing in humanitarian works. · 

t, , .. . . •.. 
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_Dlggf Heads 
·~African Relief 
,;E~ 1·r.:\tft'.ii?,H'1i't., .:'.'"" -.'.- .... 
V . 1or ere/::· · 
•.: :\V.ASHINGTON - · A coalition 

. :of 18 l:>lack. organizations:'. bas 
• oeeir:-started: to;, "apply political 
• pressure'" on the government to : increase its aid to the drought-
"stri;lten nations of-West Africa. 
: ::=Tn• coalition; called RAINS 
: or JWlief for, Africans in Need 
-ii! & · ~el, is · made tip- of 
.sudf~rganizations as · the Con:-
• gr~of African People, the In-
• teiieligious ". FolDldation - f o r 
"Coriuinmity-c.~Organizations· and 
• tne 'National Welfare Rights Or-
• gani.zation. . . • :- · 

$30 MILLION . . 
· Sahel is an African tenn used 
for tlie general southern Sahara 
area now affected by- the 
drought. 

Congressman Cllarles Diggs, 
cc,.chairman-of the group, said 
tQey will concentrate on getting 
publio, .. support for an amend-
m_ent'.to the foreign aid bill au-
thorizing $30 million for famine 

, relief in Africa.:.. . 
- PIOHT atcns cm.L.AlfBMIA ..... 
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CAR!·T. ROWAN .. . • -- - . - · , ..... • . 
Poor West Africans· Bitter on Aid 

. . . . ,~ ... -· .'.- J• -} . . 
NIAMEY~.Ntger -The -hope that 1M United States that sweeps away the l00d- -ftgbt·qalmt famine ccuJd 

gl'im suffering and death would ever finance tor Afri.- will that might otherwise 80 oa for another five years-. J 
brought on by the West Afri- ca the same kind of Mar-· accrue from what bu been But there • doubt that the. I 
can drought bas railed shall Plan that _it finenc:ed a Renerally laudable U.S. donornatioas will ma.imam l 
anew 50me dis1urbing ques- for postwar Europe. . contribution to the mterna-· even the present level' of 
tions about .. foreign aid'"~- Niger'1 President Hamani ticnal relief effort~. .. emergency relief for so Iona · 
and relationsmpa between Diori, one ol the abiest Jead.. In Mali, dficiaJs made it . a time, let alone deal with· 
the worid'J ?kb natioas and 'en that I have met any- dear that gram flown into the long-range economic· 
itspoor ones. wbere,wuclearlyoffended Ttmbwttu ADd Gaooo U.S. prcNemsofthesecountries.·• 

'i'1e fiw natbw hardest · as be told me that three Air Force planes was all Some Niger cffk.iala Jay 
hit by me ,-rs of atJomi. months •RD be wrote to the - that saved thousands of acidly that the Amerlcanl . 
mbleweatber"'!Nnalready· Agency lor lnternationaJ people from death. Niger mean live the most aid to .· 
among the poorest in the Development to request bas recem,d 61,m> mm of COUDtriel poaesaing some- · 
world. Tm irony is that a .30,000 tons of immediate tbe 256,000 metric tons of thiDI tbe U.S. wants. They · 
lot of the Europeans and emergency ,ram and for a grain that the United States are i:ertaiD that if U.S. 
North Americans in <:barge -. u .s. commitment to set bas tcntributed. corq,ames succeed In their 
of doling out economic as- aside ISJ,000 tom for ne,gi The international comrm- costiy aearcb for oil beneath :· 
siatance are confirmed be- ,ear lhoutd· the ·September· nfty bu given a toraJ m S12S the deserts of Nlger, tb1s lit-· .. 
Ue-rers that- some d these hanest prow inadequate. milUon in aid to the tle. country will suddenly_· 
countries are too poor to but no one bad amwered bis drought-stricken Sahel · re- leap onto the list '1 African ., 
help. Some even privately Jetter. gm countries so far. with countries to which Uncle l 
express the view that thole Maurice J. WiJUama. the largest share ($12 mil- Sam gives priority. 
small nations. which are J>nsjdent Nixon•• apeciaJ - Hon) liven by the United Unless and until that baJ>-". 
bereft of meaningful re- coordinator for em&,rgenc:J States. But officials in both pens, -emergency Band-Aid.a- i 
sources ought to give up reJiel to su1>Sahara Afrka, Mali and Niger insist that are aboot all Niger expects ! 
pretenses at being separate admits that the State ne. thia ii far from adequate. and is likely to get. Which i 
countries. partment goofed in not re- The foods and medicines means ·. that ewn with the I 

Many African offlclaJ1 ,ponding clearly · · and coming into West Africa do end ol the dmugbt. hunger, I 
. reply bitterly that a Jot d promptly to the Niger n- not pnmde either nutrition m,ery, siclcnea will still be \ 
"old.fashioned racism'' is quest and asaertl tbat !ID or health; they barely staff a chronic feature of life in , 
behind such onews, Just as apology must So to Preli- off mus famine and wide- thele countries that lie at 
they believe that it is nc- dent Diori. spread epidemicl. the mercy d nature at the- · 
ism that mam it beyond It is this kind of boner Some obtenen say the foot cl the cruel Sahara. 
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TI,e A1rnca~,--
Amerucan 
~a,stctute 
1707 L Street, N.W. 
Suite 930 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Tel: (202) 872-0521 

Mrs. Nixon 

NEW YORK OFFICE: 
866 United Nations Pla,a 
New York, New York 10017 
1·e1: (212) 421-2500 
Cable: AFRAM 

AFRICAN OFFICES 
B.P. 20894 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast 

P.O.B. 2192 
Accra, Ghana 

P.O.B. 2177 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

P.O.B. 2995 
Oar cs Salaam, Tanzania 

P.0.8. 2382 
Lagos, Nigeria 

P.O.B. 1631 
Lusaka, Zambia 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

My dear Mrs. Nixon: 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Chairman 
Dana S. Creel 

Vice Chairmen 
John lewis 
George N. ~indsay 

President 
William R. Cotter 

Dr. I.S. Audu · 
Mrs. Etta Moten Barnett 
Dr. Peter L. B uttcnwieser 

.,. · Mrs. WBliam G. Cahan 
Dr. Gwendolen Carter 
Edwin L. Crosby 
Eugene P. Foley 

23 August 1973 

Hon. Ernest A. Gross 
Alexander P. Hixon 
Harold K. Hochschild 
Clarence B. Jones 
Dr. Vernon E. Jordan, Jr. 
David K. Kadane 
Hon. Nicholas deB. Katzenbach 
Mrs. Arthur B. Krim 
Mrs. Neil A. McConnell 
Hon. Or. Davidson S.H.W. Nicol 
Waldemar A. Nielsen 
Randolph Nugent 
Mrs. Oscar M. Ruebhausen 
Harvey Russell 
John Spencer 
Maurice Tempelsman 
Thomas A. Wood 
Dr. Stephen J. Wright 

YQU are a~are, I am sure, of the disaster situation in the 
six drought-strioken countries of the Sahara. 

It is the desire of . the wives of the Ambassadors of these 
six countries involved and wives of Ambassadors of other interested 
African countries to sponsor a benefit to help their countrymen. 

This benefit will be "The Desert Ball," which will take 
place on November JO , 1973. The wives of the Ambassadors of Chad, 
Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal and Upper Volta ·join with me in 
this request for y·our. consent to be hon'orary chairman of this event. 

I 

·--/ 

.. 
Sincerely, · . 

(0~ins11;, ~0.:i~; 
Benefit Chairman 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Se.~beh. 10, 1973 

Ho,o 1;1u.cJi I applte.elate.di l.JCU/L lezt.M. Re.6i.ectin9 
.the. deep C.O>tCWL DO C Ill. ,.,eo;ite no.IL .the. people . 
06 .t.'1e dl-"'ught-i.6.tl'.,i.c./.:.en. . 'J..ti.ot:J.> oi Cha.d, .tiaU, 
M.a.wu:ta.n,la., !iJ,.{.9CJ:., Sern _ ruicL l1p,.>e!i Vol.ta, 
U ~oui:.d .bu:Leed be a ple.a.oUJte :w h.a.ve my 
Uhud a.6 l!onoJUVr..y Cha.l'U."laJ1 ct. :th ... be.neo,i.:t 
bWtfl picumed 6ott. dove;,. :)C/L .J ,lit. Nlf tlil& 
e.ve1u.ng be. a gltea.t .6uc.ceAL> and a m:,u;:u.t oppo/f.itlutU:y 
6M. t\JelUJOi'le. ti) WOlt.f:t . .toa e..theJL .tJ;JWu.i.3h th,,u 
woJi:tlr.y 1J1c.o jed :t.o U~t .tlte hopu and 4p.i.lt,l:t.6 
o 6 oUJL 01ut.1'1.4U .01 need. 

WUh il](Vm1u.t but vJ.lliS1e,1,, 

Sutce.M.l.y, 

Mlt6 . Wh~.ton C. (:J.Ulou9:lby 
Bene&,lt C/11,WU 1w-:. 
The. A61U.c.an-Alne/U.Ct!Jt 1t:o:t.i..tu.t::e 
· 1107 L S:tJr.ee:t, iJo,-...tJw;e.ot. · 
W<L6fi,ing~11, V. C. 20036 

'vc: W,U,Uam Cochui - Sta..te VepaJz.:tmen:t 

SP: 
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The President 
The White House 
W.ahlngton, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Pre1ldent: 

Autu•t 2), 1973 

As• ....,_r of your Administration, 1nd • Black Republlcan of longstanding, 
I wish to convey my peraonal concern l"egerdlng a recent televlslon docu• 
mentary • hosted by C.rl Rowan concerning the f•lne In Africa. 

The ,realdent of Niger stated on the progr• that he had requested by let• 
ter, that you as the ,resident of the United States come to the aid of his 
country In their hour of need. He contended that his letter of three month• 
ago had not even been acknowledged. 

In 1956, llllllen I Join the llepvbllcan Party to 11C>rk for your re-election, It 
•• because I saw and I stlll see,• 1 .. der of charl1Mtlc and historical 
stature. 

Today, Thursday, Au9u1t 23, 1973, I had the opportunity to have lunch with 
the Counselor for Economic Affairs from Nigeria. the Honorable Oluf•I Anl, 
who upr••• his rnpect for vou and the many Black Appointees that you 
have appointed. 

He •s very a,ch concerned that the ,realclent of Niger had publicly voiced 
his discontent r..-rdlng • White Mouse response to his letter. I premised 
Mr. Anl that as a lllllliber of your Administration, that I would add.., voice 
to his request and that whoever recelve4 the letter from the President of 
Niger 1C»Uld have the sln.,le courtesy of acknowlecltlng the receipt of the 
letter. 

This letter 11 directed to you because I know your compassion and flll'f-, 
feeling of loyalty to you, wlll not allow me to let any challente to your 
humanity to go undwl lenged. ,., ve;;·;~t. l 

't; 
Connie Mack Higgins ./ 
Special Assistant and Director 
Equal lmployment Opportunity 0•· Stanley Scott 

and Comp I I a nee 
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6 ZCZC o, CNICACO IL AUGUST 27 
7 
I PMS •• STAILEY SCOTT 
' SPECIAL ASSIIYAIT TO THE PRESIDENT 

10 
11 C/0 TN£ IHlfE HOUSE: 
" WASHINGTON• O. C. 
1S 

1, DEIR CEIERAL JAMES, 
15 TIENTY•SII MILLION PEOPLE or SIi CENTRAL IEST AFRICAN NATIONSt 
16 

11 SENECAL, MAURITANIA, MALI, UPPERVOLTA, NICIR ANO CHAD• ARE 
11 su,FER IIIS A IAJOR NAT Ult Al O I SA STER. DROUGHT HAS SE1 ••• CATTLE 
It 
n AND ANIMALS ARE DYING. CROPS CAN NOT SROI. CHILDREN CAN IOT EAT. 
21 RIVERS ARE DRYINI UP. ORIIIUIG IAYER IS DISAPPEARING. DISEASE 
H 
n THREATENS TO RUN RAMPANT. THIS IS A TERRIBLE, FRIGHTENING 
24 SITUATION FOR THESE TIENTY•S11 IILltON PEOPLE.IIN JUNE OF THIS 
ZS 
16 YEAR THE AIIASSADORS or ftlE SIi AFFECTED SUl•SAHARA NATIONS 
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' CllE TG OP[IATION PUSH ANO REQUESJ[O OUR ASSISTANCE IN MAKINQ 
7 
, THE FAIINt l!llEF A NATIONAL PRIOIITY ANO TO URGE THE SUPPORT 
' ,1011 PUILIC, ,.,,at[ AND COYEINl[NTAL sou•ctS.IIE THEN 

10 
II INITIATED A P[OPLE-TO•PEOPL[ .,.,cue lt[l.lfF DRIVE TO COLL[CT 
12 rOOO AND IIOl[Y TO AID TNOSE YICTIIIZED If THIS DISASTER. IE 
13 

14 HAY£ COLLECTED APPROXIMATELY ,o TONS OF DRIED fOOO AND MEDICAL 
15 SUPPLIES. #IECIUSE OF TH£ URSEICY o, TNE SITUATION, fT IS 
16 

17 NECESSARY TO HAY[ tHt rooD STUFFS Ft.OIN INTO THE INTERIOR or 
II TN[ AFFECTED COUNTRIES. IE ARE IN DIRE N[EO or YOUI ASSISTIIC[ 
19 

20 IN OITAINIIG Tit[ USE Of MILITARY EQUIPIIEIT TO FACILITATE THIS 
21 AIRLffTe f I Al SUit£ THAT YOU APPRECIATE THE MAGNITUDE OF THIS 
22 

23 DISASTER AID tNE 11£[0 TO SUPPlY AID AS QUICKLY as POSSIIL[, 
24 I• TNEIEFOIE, REQUEST I CALL r1011 YOU AT YOUR EARL t£ST CONYEN I ENCE 
25 
ff SO THAT IE MIQHT DISCUSS THIS REQUEST. f CAN BE REACHED AT 
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