: Amnesty Petition

For all those whose opposition to the war in Indochina brought them into conflict with the laws of the
Government, we ask amnesty. We call upon the Congress to enact amnesty in its legislative authority to determine
what is the law. We call upon the President to declare amnesty by his executive authority.

Amnesty is not pardon. In judicial tradition, amnesty forgets or blots out the offense for the sake of recon-
ciliation and a new beginning. Let us remember in proclaiming amnesty we affirm our tradition of defense of
conscience, the duty of individuals to judge for themselves what is right in the face of conflicting duties, and
the foundation of our society on higher moral law.

This war has brought no heroes but only victims. Therefore let us not be vindictive toward one group to
assuage the suffering of others. While we are making peace with our enemies, let us be reconciled among
ourselves.

We may be brought together again only if redress is provided for those who had to face jail or exile
for their convictions. Let all those who are convicted be set free and all those facing prosecution or who might
be prosecuted be immunized from further jeopardy and all records wiped clean. For all deserters, draft vio-
lators, and those accused of civilian acts of resistance let there be a new beginning.

Let us amnesty also all those who, because of the war, were brought into extenuating circumstances in which
they breached civilian or military regulations or were denied the full protections of due process. For the half
million veterans who are now being punished for life by other-than-honorable discharges, let their records be
corrected to make them eligible for benefits that would facilitate a more hopeful future. |

Religious tradition teaches that “you should not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason with
your neighbor, lest you bear sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance or bear any grudges against the
sons of your own people ... ”

We cannot restore to life our dead soldiers, nor undo the hurts and wounds of others. We cannot undo the

devastation of the lands and people of Indochina. We can repent and work for post-war healing. An uncon-
ditional amnesty would free us for a responsible and serious effort to rebuild our divided people.
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Copies of this petition are available, at no charge, from Clergy and Laity Concerned. When you send in
your completed petition, if at all possible, we ask that you enclose a check for $5 to $10 so we can escalate
our drive for amnesty with ads in journals and publication of amnesty material, and facilitate work in local com-
munities on this issue.

Return to

Clergy & Laity Concerned

Amnesty Program

235 E. 49th St.

N.Y., N.Y. 10017 a0
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For all those whose opposition to the war in Indochina brought them into conflict with the laws of the =

Government, we ask amnesty. We call upon the Congress to enact amnesty in its legislative authority to determine ‘

what is the law. We call upon the President to declare amnesty by his executive authority. i

Amnesty is not pardon. In judicial tradition, amnesty forgets or blots out the offense for the sake of recon-
ciliation and a new beginning. Let us remember in proclaiming amnesty we affirm our tradition of defense of
conscience, the duty of individuals to judge for themselves what is right in the face of conflicting duties, and

the foundation of our society on higher moral law. l

This war has brought no heroes but only victims. Therefore let us not be vindictive toward one group to

assuage the suffering of others. While we are making peace with our enemies, let us be reconciled among
ourselves.

We may be brought together again only if redress is provided for those who had to face jail or exile
for their convictions. Let all those who are convicted be set free and all those facing prosecution or who might ‘
be prosecuted be immunized from further jeopardy and all records wiped clean. For all deserters, draft vio- |
lators, and those accused of civilian acts of resistance let there be a new beginning. \

Let us amnesty also all those who, because of the war, were brought into extenuating circumstances in which
they breached civilian or military regulations or were denied the full protections of due process. For the half
million veterans who are now being punished for life by other-than-honorable discharges, let their records be
corrected to make them eligible for benefits that would facilitate a more hopeful future.

Religious tradition teaches that “you should not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason with
your neighbor, lest you bear sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance or bear any grudges against the
sons of your own people ... "

We cannot restore to life our dead soldiers, nor undo the hurts and wounds of others. We cannot undo the
devastation of the lands and people of Indochina. We can repent and work for post-war healing. An uncon-
ditional amnesty would free us for a responsible and serious effort to rebuild our divided people.
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Copies of this petition are available, at no charge, from Clergy and-"'i_aity Concerned. When you send in
your completed petition, if at all possible, we ask that you enclose a.check for $5 to $10 so we can escalate

our drive for amnesty with ads in journals and publication of amnesty material, and facilitate work in local com-
munities on this issue.

Return to
Clergy & Laity Concerned
Amnesty Program
235 E. 49th St.
N.Y., N.Y. 10017
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:ober 24, 1974

Dear Hiss BRovere:

Thank you for your ents in regard
to the President’'s elemeaag progran,
Your thoughts, together with those of
many other citizens, have contributed
to the understanding and knowledge of
the full spectrum of American opinion
sought by the President.

Sincerely,

Theodore C. Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

Miss Vicki Rovere
c¢/o Arlington Street Church
355 Qaylstﬁaﬁrr
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